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Preface

For many years the Society of Dyers and Colourists has been aware of the need for a book covering
the basic science and technology of textile coloration for the benefit of readers without a detailed
scientific background. In the mid-1980s the late Dr Frank Jones of the University of Leeds started to
write such a book, but sadly he died before he could complete this worthwhile task. The torch was
then passed to me, with the brief to prepare a work for those who probably lack science
qualifications at A-level but who nevertheless need to become familiar to some extent with the work
of the professional colourist. The target readership included people working in nontechnical
capacities in industry, and students of home economics, textile design and management. The aim is
to introduce such readers to the relevant technological background and the basic principles of
coloration, and show how colour is assessed objectively in modern industry.

I am grateful to several people for their assistance, including Paul Dinsdale (the Society’s
editor), Jean Macqueen, for her expert editorial work on the manuscript and index, and Carol Davies,
for painstaking typesetting and layout. I also acknowledge the Textile Institute, Manchester, for
permission to reproduce Figures 4.12, 4.13, 6.7, 6.9, 6.10 and 6.12, and Miss B Lomas of the Textile
Technology Department, UMIST, Manchester, for permission to reproduce Figures 4.1 and 4.2, and
for kindly providing suitable copies.

WILFRED INGAMELLS
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