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Preface

An increasing proportion of the world’s communications are carried by fiber
optic cables. It has spread quietly, almost without being noticed into every situ-
ation in which information is being transmitted whether it is within the home
hi-fi system, cable television or telecommunication cables under the oceans.

The purpose of this book is to provide a worry-free introduction to the subject. It
starts at the beginning and does not assume any previous knowledge of the sub-
ject and, in gentle steps, it introduces the theory and practical knowledge that is
necessary to use and understand this new technology.

In learning any new subject jargon is a real problem. When the words are under-
stood by all parties they make an efficient shorthand form of communication.
Herein lies the snag. If not understood, jargon can create an almost impenet-
rable barrier to keep us out. In this book jargon is introduced only when required
and in easily digested snacks.

This third edition does little to change the basic physics presented in the first two

editions but gives much more information on the latest optical connectors avail-

able, e.g. the LC and MT-RJ, plus information on the pervasive international stan-

dards that are now available to guide users in the design of a fiber optic system

and of course on the progress in the field of gigabit Local Area Networks such as
ten gigabit Ethernet.

John Crisp

Barry Elliott

2005: Credo ut intelligam
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