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Preface

When the last edition of The Practice of English Language Teaching was being written
some schools used computers for word processing, and there were a few language
games and simulations available on floppy disks. But that was about it. In what
seems like a ridiculously short space of time, however, all that has changed.
Computers are now, for teachers and students, the gateways to a wealth of
information, contacts, and activities. The use of the Internet has mushroomed -
indeed some countries have wired up their entire public education systems - and
the technology for self study, language laboratories, and computer corpora has
developed far beyond what many had anticipated.

Such advances are only the most visible signs of progress in a profession which,
thank goodness, refuses to stand still. The teaching of English is in a constant state of
flux, with new theories, practices, and materials erupting all over the world on an
almost daily basis. We are constantly challenged by new research, provoked by the
questioning of long-held beliefs, and amazed by the sheer brilliance and creativity of
a diverse population of teachers, methodologists, materials designers — and, of
course, students — from all over the globe. In a world where certain values are
immutable, and where the qualities that make a good teacher may well be universal,
change is nevertheless the lifeblood of our profession. To quote David Crystal in
another context, ‘we know something is alive when we see it move'.

A book about language teaching methodology has to change too, to take account
of all this movement. Since the last edition of The Practice of English Language
Teaching, there have been many new areas of research and innovation, quite apart
from the growth in computer use in teaching and learning. Large corpora have
allowed experts to tell us much more about the different grammars for spoken
and written English, and now have incontrovertible evidence about the way
language chunks itself into phrases of various kinds. Attitudes to language study
both in and outside the classroom have been modified too, with serious attempts to
put at least one model of language teaching (Presentation, Practice, and Production)
firmly in its place. The role of English in our modern world has been the subject
of much debate, as has been a growing awareness that language teaching
methodology is often as culturally-specific as the cultures it springs from and
cannot, therefore, be exported without taking account of where it is headed. At the
same time our profession has realised that developing teachers themselves is part of
the way they can offer more to their learners whilst at the same time enriching their
own lives.
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All of these contemporary issues are reflected in this new edition, which also looks
(with I hope a fresh eye) at a range of familiar topics, from motivation to the roles of
the teacher, from classroom management to feedback and correction. There are
completely new chapters on teaching pronunciation, language testing, coursebooks,
and learner autonomy/teacher development. The example activities have been taken
from up-to-date materials, and the references and bibliography are intended to
reflect much of our current states of knowledge and enthusiasm.

This book is aimed at practising teachers and those studying on in-service
training programmes and postgraduate courses. In that, it differs significantly from
its sister volume, How to Teach English, which is designed specifically for those
wanting a more gentle introduction to the science and art of teaching English.
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