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Preface

Cosmetic composition and formulation are becoming increasingly complex, and cosmetic
ingredients more sophisticated and functional, while laws and regulations impose more
constraints on the cosmetic scientist and manufacturer. The Handbook of Cosmetic Science
and Technology reviews in a single volume the multiple facets of the cosmetic field and
provides the reader with an easy-to-access information source.

This handbook covers topics as varied as the physiology of the potential targets
of cosmetics, safety, legal and regulatory considerations throughout the world, cosmetic
ingredients, vehicles and finished products, and new delivery systems, as well as microbi-
ology and safety and efficacy testing.

To achieve our goal, we, the editors, requested the contributions of expert scientists
from academic dermatology and dermato-cosmetics, the cosmetics industry, ingredients
and raw materials producers, and regulatory agencies. Because cosmetology is universal,
while having some regional specificity, those authors were selected on a broad geographi-
cal basis, with some coming from the United States, Europe, Japan, and Australia. They
share in their chapters not only their experience and knowledge but also new information
and their expert views regarding the future. We thank the authors for their high dedication,
which permitted us to make this handbook a review of the state of the art in cosmetology
in the new millennium. The staff of Marcel Dekker, Inc., played a great role in the produc-
tion of the handbook, ensuring on a day-to-day basis the contact between the editors and
the authors. Our thanks especially go to Sandra Beberman, Jane Roh, and Moraima Suarez
for their constant and excellent help.

Finally, we encourage our readership to send us their comments and suggestions on
what should be modified or considered in future editions.

André O. Barel
Marc Paye

Howard I. Maibach
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vain, Brussels, Belgium
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