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have examined the book ‘yugabaini’. It breathes bitter racial hatred
directed mainly against the British, preaches revolt against the
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existing administration in the country and abuses in the very strong
language the ‘slave-minded’ Indians who upholds the administration.
The three articles are: ‘Memorial to Dyer’, Who was responsible for
the Muslims’ massacre? and ‘Shooting the Blackman’ are specially
objectionable. I don’t think it would be advisable to remove the ban in
the present crisis. On the whole it is a dangerous book, forceful and
vindictive. [sd/ - Illegible, date: 16. 1.41, File no. 58 — 31/40 Home
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enclose herewith a copy of a book entitled the ‘Visher Vanish’ (The
flute of venoms) by one Kazi Nazrul Islam which was received in
Bangl Library on the 21% August, 1924. The extracts translated
(which also are enclosed herewith) will show that the publication is of
a most objectiodable nature, the writer revealing in revolution are
sentiments and inciting young men to rebellion and to law breaking.
The ideas, though often extremely vague, have clearly a dangerous
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intent, as the profusion of such words as blood, tyranny, death, fire,
hell, demon and thunder will show.

I may add that the writer was once convicted of seditions and is
since being lionized by a section of people. I recommend that the
attention of the Special Branch of Criminal Investigation Department
may be drawn to this publication. The copy submitted herewith may
kindly be returned to the office when done with.

I have ete.

AK Datta gupta
Librarian, Bangal Library.
g. fif= w23 etew, 5. 38
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Sir,

I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter no.
559/17/24 dated the 24" September, 1924 from the Bengal Librarian
to the Director of Public Instructor, Bengal, together with a copy of
the enclosure on the subject of a book entitled ‘Bisher Vanshi’ by
Kazi Nazrul Islam.

The writer was convicted last year under section 124A and 153A
LP.C and sentenced to one year’s R.I. in the Dhumketu sedition case.
The contents of the book, as would appear from the extracts of
translations are dangerously objectionable and I recommend the
immediate proscription of the same.

The Bangal Librarian’s copy of the book in original is also sent
herewith for reference and may be returned to him when done with.
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No. 17072p — the 22™ oct. 1924

In exercise of the power conferred by Section 99A of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 as amended by the Third Schedule of the
Press Law Repeal and Amended Act, 1922 (Act XIV of 1922), the
Governor of Council hereby declares to be forfeited to His Majesty all
copies, whereever found, of a book in Bengali entitled ‘Visher
Vanshi’, printed at the Bani Press, 33A Madan Mitra Lane, Calcutta
and published by the author Kazi Nazrul Islam, Hooghly, and all
other documents containing the matter of the said book contains
words which bring an attempt to bring hatred or contempt, and excite
or attempt to excite disaffection towards the Government established
by law in British India, the publication of which is punishable under
Act, 124A, Indian Penal Code.

A. N. Moberly

Chief Secretary,

Bengal Government, (Officiating).
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From : C.A Tegart Esq., CIE, MVQ, JP
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta.

To : The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Political
Dept. Calutta 29" oct. 1924 : ’

Sir,

With response to your endorsement no. 10724 — 27p. dated the
12nd instant, I have the honour to report for the information of
Government that by virtue of search warrants issued by the Chief
Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, the marginally noted places were
searched by the Calcutta police on the 23™ instant. Resulting is the
seizure of 44 copoies in all of the proscribed book entitled ‘Bisher
Banshi’. The house of the author at Hooghly was also searched, but
no copy of the book was found.

: : I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant
Sd, (Illeqible)
Deputy Commissioner of Police Special
Branch -
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7/374c dated the 12" August, 1927 recommending the prosecution of
the Bengali book entitled “Fani Mansa” by Nazrul Islam, I am
directed to say that government are advised that the book does not
attract the operation of Sec 124A, IPC or Sec, 99A Cr. PC and for this
government are not prepared to take steps to have it proscribed or to
institute a prosecution. (4. =7, &S, . ¢3-¢2)
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Notification
No 14087p :- 17" September 1930

In exercise of the power conferred by section 99A of a Code of
Criminal Procedure 1898 (Act V of 1898) the Governor in Council
hereby declares to be forfeited to His Majesty all copies, wherever
found of the book in Bengali entitled ‘Pralay Sikha’ by Kazi Nazrul
Islam printed at Mohamaya Press at 193, Cornwallis Street, Calcutta
on the ground that the said book contains matter which brings an
attempt to bring in hatred or contempt and excites or attempts to
excite disaffection towards the Government established by law in

O e ———— -l

T ———

TP 3 O NI ©ow

British India and also promotes or attempts to promote feelings of
enemity or hatred between different classes of His majesty’s subjects
the publication of which is punishable under section 124A and 153A
of Indian Penal Code.

W.S Hopkyns
Chief Secretary, Government of Bengal.
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“Started from 11" August, 1922, Preaches emancipation from all
restraints—political, social or religious, independent in tone. The late
editor Nazrul was convicted and sentenced under sec. 124A and 153A
LP.Cto 1 year r.i. on the 17" January 1923.”
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“The book ‘Sarbahara’ (the destitute) comes from the poem of
Kazi Nazrul Islam, an ex political convict. The book contains some
21 poems and is published by Braja Behari Burman of Burman
Publishing House of 193, Cornwallis street, Calcutta. The book is
named ‘Sarbahara’ after the title of its first poem. The poem in its last
stanza called upon the boatman (figuratively) to leave his boat and to
take to land and to make his feet blood-stained by striking them
against ground hard. Almost all the poems breathe a spirit of revolt.
(File no 13 SP 1-37, 1922 Home (Pol) Confidential, Beng. Govt.)
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“I have gone through the book in Bengali entitled ‘Sarbahara’ by
Nazrul Islam and published by Sri Braja Beheri Burman Roy of
Burman Publishing House of 193, Cornwallis Street Calcutta and I
am of opinion that the book does come within the perview of sec.
124A as well as of Sec 153A of the Indian Penal code. I would draw
special attention of the poems FACE A at the page 10 & 11, fcaw
M4 at the pages 16 to 19 and Arel-elet and FRAM at the page 50&55.
A St S izt e weme T g S CUTFHRATS
515 71 | BoIfG sticag e 8

“Sir, I have the honor to forward herewith a book entitled
‘Sarbahara’ by Kazi Nazrul Islam, printed by Sasi Bhusan Pal at the
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Metcalfe Press, Calcutta and published by Sri Braja Behari Burman
Roy of Burman publishing house, Calcutta together with a copy of the
review of the same by an officer of this department. The Public
Prosecutor, Calcutta, whom I have consulted, is of opinion that the
book comes within the purview of 124A & 153AIPC. A copy of his
opinion is enclosed.

I am informed that 1200 copies of the book were printed and
made over to the Publisher on 25" October last. It is said between 300
to 400 copies have been sold up to date.

I therefore, request action for the prosecution of the author,

printer & publisher under sec. 124 A & 153 A IPC. (@. fif¥a =4,
A1, 7. ¢8-@Y)
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“To

The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta

Issue No. 52p

Sir,

I'am directed to say that in connection with a Council question
asked by Mr. Humayun Kabir at the current session of the Bangal
Legislative Council for the withdrawal of ban imposed by
government on certain books of Kazi Nazrul Islam, the Honorable
Minister gave an undertaking to re-examine the books in question.

- I'am therefore, to request you to furnish this department with the
marginally noted books [(a) Bisher Banshi (b) Pralay Sikha (c)
Chandra-Bindu (d) Bhanger Gan] of Kazi Nazrul Islam which were
proscribed by Government. They will be returned to you as soon as
done with.

The 27" Aug. 1940

T have etc.

Sd. Illegible

20.8.40
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“Muslims complain and very naturally that worse books by
Hindu authors have in many cases been released from proscription
and they resent these orders. (Fif* =, 7] be)

>as>m>avﬁwﬁmw@(mm)wmﬁw@w
“% WSS I7E 91 W ¢ We have failed to get copies of Bhangar Gan,
Parlay Sikha and Chandra Bindu. The question of raising the ban on
them is therefore, I submit academical and need not be further
considered. Jugabani was proscribed in 1922 and both the L.R. and
the Advocate General considered it ‘seditious’. Bisher Banshi was
proscribed in 1924 and also considered to be seditious.
I suggest that it would be inexpedient to remove the ban during the

war and that there is in any case good ground for retaining it.
Sd. Illegible. 25.3.41
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