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CHAPTER 1

THE ARADS AS SEMITES
ARADIA THE CRADLE OF THE SEMITIC RACE

OF all the lands comparable to Arabia in size, and of all the i

peoples approaching the Arabs in historical interest and im- 97 =

purtdnee, no country and no nationality have perhaps received
so little consideration and study in modern times as have Arabia
and the Arabs

Here is 2 country that is about one-fourth the area of Europe,
one-third the size of the United States of America, yet what is
known about it is out of all proportion to what is unknown, We
are beginning to know more, comparatively speaking, about the
Arctic and Antarctic regions than we do about most of Arabia.

As the probable cradle of the Semitic family the Arabian pen-
insula nursed those peoples who later migrated into the Fertile
Crescent and subsequently became the Babylonians, the As-
syrians, the Phoenterans and the Hebrews of history. As the
plausible fount of pure Semitism, the sandy soil of the peninsula
is the place wherein the rudimentary elements of Judaism, and
consequently of Christianity—together with the orygin of those
traits which later developed into the well-delineated Semitie
character—should be sought for. In medieval times Arabia
gave birth to a people who conguered most of the then civilized
world, and to a religion—Isiam-—which still claims the ad-
herence of some tour hundred and fifty milhons ot people repre-
senting nearly all the races and manv different climes. Every
elphth person in our world today is a follower of Muhammad,
and the Moslem call to prayer rings out through most of the
twenty-four hours of the day, encircling the larger portion of the
globe in its warm belt.

Around the name of the Arabe gleams that halo which be-
longs to the world-conquerors. Within a century after their rise
- this people became the masters of an empire extending from the
) Sh}‘frcﬁ of the Atlantic Ocean to the confines of China, an empire
3
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greater than that of Rome at its zenith. In this peried of un-
precedented expansion they “assimilated to their creed, speech,
and cven physieal typs, more aliens than any stock before or
sizce, not excepting the Hellenie, the Roman, the Anglo-Sasen,
or the Ruggian".?

It was not only an empire that the Arabs built, but a culture
as well, Heirs of the ancient civilization that flourished on the
banks of the Tigris and the Buphrates, in the land of the Nile
and on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean, they likewise
absorbed and sssimilated the main features of the Greco-
Roman culture, and subsequently acted as a medium for trans-
mitting to medieval Europe many of those intellectual in-
flucnces which ullimately resulted in the awakening of the
Western world and in setting it on the read towards its modern
renaizsance. Mo people in the Middle Apes contributed to
human progress so much as did the Arabians and the Arabie-
speaking peoples.®

The religian of the Arabians, after Judaism and Christianity,
is the third and latest monotheistic relipion. Historieally it is an
offlshoot of these other two, and of all faiths it comes nearest
to being their next of kin, All threc are the product of one
epiritual life, the Semitic fife. A fapthful Moslern eenld with but
few scruples subscribe to mozt of the tencts of Christian belief.
Islam has been and still is a living force from Moroces to Indo-
nesia and 2 way of lfe to millions of the human trace,

The Arabic language today is the medivm of daily expression
for some hundred mullion prople. For many centuries n the
Middle Apes it was the lanpuape of learning and culture and
progressive thought throughout the civilized world, Between the
ninth and the twelfih centuries more works, philasophical,
medical, historical, religious, astronomical and peapraphical,
wore produced through the medium of Arabie than through any
other tongue, The languages of Western Europe still bear the
impress of its influence in the form of numerens loan-wards. [ts
alphabet, next to the Latin, is the most widely used system in the
world. It is the one emplayed by Persian, Afghan, Urdy, and a
number of Turkish, Berber and Malayan languages.

1n. G Hngu.lﬂ.h, The Ferciration q:;‘ Arabrs (Hew Yok, Igﬁ.‘.}, B. 7
* Op the distinction hetween, Ambinne ood Ambs (Ambiespeabing people) as
uszd io this book see below, p. 43, B 3.
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The Babylonians, the Chaldaecans, the Hittites, the Phoenicians
were, but are no more. The Arabians and the Arabic-speaking
proples were and remain. They stand today as they stosd in the
past 1n 4 most steategic geographical position astride one of the
preatest arterics of world trade. Currently their international
position is importantly medial in the tug of cold war between
East and West. In their soil are treasured the world's greatest
stores of liquid energy, oil, first discovered in 1932, Since World
War I these peoples have been nationally aroused and have
achieved full independence. For the first tme since the nse of
Islam most of the Arabian peninsula has been consolidated nnder
one sale, the Su'ddi. Egypt, after experiencing a period of
monarchy, declared in 1952 in favour of the republican form.
In thiz it (ollowed Syris—whose capital Damascus was anee the
seat of the glorious Umayyad empire—which seven years earlier
had freed itself from the French mandate. Al'Iriq, after in-
stalling a king in Baghdad, kingless since "Abbisid days,
abolished the monarchy and declared itsell & republic. Lebanon
was the first to adopt the republican ferm. Transjordan and a
part of Palestine developed in 1949 into the Hashimite Kingdom
of Jordan. In Notth Africa Morocoo, Tunisia, Mauvritania and
Algeria shook off the French and Libya the Italian tutelage in the
19505 and 19505, The phenix, & bird of Araby, is nsing again,

Modern Classical Europe knew southern Arabin: Herodotus, among

?;':Lm_ others, mentions its western coast. The chief interest of the
Grecks and the Romans lay in the fact that the Scuth Arabians
inhabited the frankincense and spice land and acted as a con-
necting ik with the markets of India and Somaliland, But late
medieval and early modern Burope forgot Arabia in great part
and had in recont times to discover it anew. The ploneers were
adventurers, Christian missionaries, traders, French and British
afficers attached to the Egyptian expeditions between 1517 and
1836, politicel emissarics and scientific cuplorers.

The first medern scholar to describe the land was Carsten
Micbubr, a member of a seientific expedition sent by the king of
Denmark in 1761. Al-Yaman in South Arabia, the part best
known to classical Europe, was the first to be rediscovered, The
north-western part of the pemnsula, centring 1o ai-Hiydz, though
geographically nearer to Europe, was left to the end. Down to
the present day no more than a dozen Europeans of these who
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" I?E:: recards have succeeded in penetrating into this religiously

forbidden-area. 3

In 1312 Johann Ludwig Burckhardt, a Swiss, discovered
Petra for the learned world, and under the name Thrahim ibn-
‘Abdullah visited Makkah and al-Madinah. His description of
the places visited has hardly since been improved upon. Burck-
hardt's Moslem tomb stands today in the great cemetery of
Cairo, The ouly other European until 1925 who had 2 chance to
study Makkah in its normal life wa= Professor Snouck Hur-
gronje of Leyden, who was there in 1835-6. In 1843 a young
Finno-Swedish scholar, George Augustus Wallin, paid a vieit
to Najd for linguistic study. Napoleon I11, after withdrawing his
troops from Lebanon in 1861, sought a new sphere of influence
in central Arabia and thercinto sent, two vears later, an English-
man, William Gufford Palgrave, who was a Jow by birth and
who at that time, as a member of the Tesuit order, was stationed
at Zahlah, Lebanon. Palgrave claimed that he covered more
ground south of Najd than he actually did. In 1853 Sir Richard
F. Burton, famous as the translator of The Arabian Nights,
visited the holy cities as a pllgrim—al-Haj "Abdullsh, Lady
Anne Blunt, one of two European women to penetrate north
Arzbia, reached (1879% Najd on several odd missions, including
the quest of Arabian horses. In 1875 an Englishman, Charles M.
Doughty, traversed northern Arabia as a “Naszrany” {Christian)
and “Engleysy"”, His record of the journey, Travels in Arabia
Deserta, has become a classic of English literature. T. E.
Lawrenee's Seven Prllars of Wisdem has been greeted as a work
of special merit in the literature of the first World War. Among
the latest exploters may be mentioned a Czechosloval, Alois
Musil, vvho specialized on the northern territory; and among the
recent travellers, the Lebanese-American Ameen Rihani, who
interviewed all the kings of the peninsula, and Eldon Rutter, who
visited Makkah and a)-Madinah in 1925-6. A special reference

. should be made to the brave feat of Bertram Thomas, the voung

English ericntalist, who in January 1931 crossed for the first time

+ the preat southern desert of Arabia, at-Rab' al IKhal:, and bared

- F

ane of the largest blank spots left on the world's map His adven-
ture was matched by H. 5t.] B. Philby, al-H3j ‘Abdullah,
whe, starting at al-Flufif near the Perstan Gulf on January 7,
1942, crossed #l-Rab” al-Khali from east to west in ninety days.

1
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The Himyarite inscriptions which afforded us the first appor-
tunity to hear what the South Arabians had to say about them-
selves were discovered by a Frenchman dispuised as a Jewish
beggar from Jerusalem, Joseph Halévy, 186¢—70, and by an
Austrian Jew, Eduard Glaser, between 1882 and 1804 (see below,
p- 513 The copious but late and not fully authentic Islamic litera-
ture in Arabic, the sporadic Greek and Latin references and the
fow hieroglyphic and cuneiform statements in the anpals of the
Pharachs and the kings of Assyro-Babylonia, supplemented by
the recently deciphered Himyarrte material and by the reports
of the modern trawvellers and explorers, constitute our chief
sources of knowledge of ancient Arabia.

Of the two surviving representatives of the Semitic people,
the Arabians, in a larger measure than the Jews, have preserved
the characteristic physical features and mental traits of the
farnily. Their languape, though the younpgect among the Semitic
group from the point of view of literature, has, nevertheless,
conserved more of the poouliaritics of the mother Semitic tongue
~—including the inflection-—than the Hebrew and its other sister
languages. It therelore affords the best key for the study of the
Semitic languages Islam, top, in its original form is the logical
perfection of Semitic religion. In Europe and America the word
"Semite" has come to possess a prumarily Jewish connota-
tion, and that on account of the wide dispersion of the Jews
in these continents The "Semitic features’ often referred to,
including the promanent nose, are not Semitic at all, They are
exactly the characteristics which differentiate the Jew from
the Semutic type and evidently represent an acquisition from
carly intermartiages between the Hittite-Hurrians and the
Hebrews2

The reasons which make the Arablan Arabs, particularly the
nomads, the best representatives of the Semitie family biologic-
ally, paychologieally, socially and linguistically should be soupht
in their peographical isolation and in the monotonous uniformity
of desert life Ethnic purity is a reward of the most ungrateful
and isolated environment, such as central Arabia affords. The
Arabians call their habitat fesfrar o/ Arad, “the Island of the
Arabs", and an island it 15, surrounded by water on three sides

% Gearge A Barton, Sesnese and ffoezefes Orgenr {Plnlndelphbin, 1934), pp 85-%,
Tgnnce ], Gelly, Hurrzanr end Swyberionr (Chucago, 1944), pp. 65-70
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T by sand-on the fourth. This “island” furnishes an almost
unique example of uninterrupied relationship between populace
.and soil: If any immigrations have ever taken place thercinto
reéulting in successive waves of settlers ousting or submerging
one another—as in the case of India, Greece, Ialy, England and
the United States—history has left us no record thercof. Nor do
we know of any invader who succeeded in penctrating the sandy
barriers and establishing a permanent footheld in this land, The
prople of Arabiz have remained virtually the same throvghout
all the recorded ages?

The term Semite cotnes from Shem in the Old Testament
{Gen, 10 1) through the Latin of the Vulgate. The traditional
explanation that the so-called Semites are descended from the
eldest son of Noah, and therefore racially homogeneous, is no

“longer accepted. Who are the Semites then?

If we consult a linguistic map of Western Asia we find Syria,
Palestine, Arabia proper and al-'Irgq populated at the present
time by Arabic-speaking peoples. If we then review our ancient
history we remember that bepinning with the middle of the
fourth millennium before our era the Babylonians (first ealled
Alkadians after their capital Akkadu, Agade), the Assynansand

* later the Chaldaeans accupied the Tigro-Euphrates valley; after
. 2500 B.C. the Amorites and Canaanites {(including the Phoeni-
tizns) populated Syria; and about 1 500 B.C. the Aramacans settled
in Syria and the Hebrews in Palestine. Down to the nineteenth
- century the medieval and modern world did not realize that ali
theee peaples were closely related. With the decipherment of the
- cuneiform writing in the middle of the nineteenth century and
the comparative study of the Assyro-Babylonian, Hebrew,
Aramaic, Arabic and Ethiopic torigues it was found that those
languages had striking points of similarity and were therefore
cognates. In the case of each one of these languages the verbal
, Stem is triconsonantal; the tense has only two forms, perfect and
‘impea fect; the conjugation of the verb follows the same model.
The elements of the vocabulary, including the personal pro-
‘notins, nouns :denoting  blood-kinship, numbers and certain
"mames of members of the body, ard almost alike. A scrutiny of
. the social institutions and refigious beliefs and a comparison of
v O Beng in The A 3 r L .
o St B ool vt fele Y, Bow. , (o2
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the physical features of the peoples who spoke these lanpuages
have revealed likewise impressive points of resemblance. The
lingruistic kingbip iz, thercloce, but & manifestation of a well-
marked general unity of type. This type was characterized by
deep religious instinct, vivid imagination, pronounced individu-
ality and marked ferocity. The inference is inescapable; the
ancestors of these wvaricus peoples—Babylonians, Assyrians,
Chaldarans, Ameorites, Aramacans, Phoenicians, Hchrews,
Arabians and Abyssintatig—before they became thus differen-
tiated must have bved at some time in the same place as one
peaple.

Where was the original home of this people? Different hypo-
theses have been worked out by various scholars, There arc
those who, considering the broad ethnic relationship between
Semutes and Hamites, hold that eastern Africa was the original
home; others, nfluenced by Old Testament traditions, maintain
that Mesopotamiz provided the first abode; but the arguments in
favour of the Arabian peninsula, constdered in their cumulative
effect, seem most plausshle The Mesopotamian theory is vitiated
by the fact that it assumes passage of people from an agricultural
stage of development on the banks of a river to a nomadic stage,
which is the reverse of the sociolagical law in historic times. The
African theory ratses more guestions than it answers.

The surface of Arabia 15 mostly descrt with a narrow margin
of habitable land round the pr:_rI]Jl't::ry. The sea encircles this
periphery. When the population increases beyond the capacity
of the land to support it the surplus must seek elbow reom. But
this surplus cannot expand inward becausc of the desert, nor
outward on account of the sea—a barder which 1n those days
was well-nigh impassable. The everpopulation would then find
one route open before it on the western coast of the peninsula
leading northward snd forking at the Sinaitic peninsula to the
fertile valley of the Nile, Around 3300 B.C. 2 Semitie migration
followed this route, ar took the east African route northward,
planted itself on top of the earlier Hamitic population of Epypt
and the amalgamation produced the Egypuans of history, These
are the Egyptians who laid down so many of the basic elements
in our civilization. It was they who first built stone structures
and developed a solar calendar. At about the same time a parallel
migration followed the eastern route northward and struck reot
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in the Tié-ru-Euphrétcs valley, already populated by a highly
avilized community, the Sumerians The Semites entered.the
valley as barbatian nomads, but learned from the Sumenans,
the originators of the Euphratean civilization, how to build and
e in.homes, how to irrigate the land and above all how to
write, The Sumerians were a nan-Seratic people. The admixture
of the two races here gave us the Babylonians, who share with the
Egyptians the honour of laying down the fundamentals of our
cultural heritage. Among other innovations, the Babylonians be-
queathed to us the arch and the vault (probably of Sumerian:
onmn), the wheeled cart and & system of weights and measures,

About the middle of the third millennium before Christ
another Semitic mign ation brought the Amorites into the Fertile
Crescent, The component elements of the Amorites included the
Canaamtes {who occupied westem Syria and Palestine after
2500 B C.) and the coastal people called by the Greels Phoeni-
cians These Phoenicians were the first people to popularize an
exclusively alphabetic system of writing, comprising twenty-two
signs, properly styled the greatest invention of mankind (cf.
bhelow, p. 71).

Between 1500 and 1200 B.C. the Hebrews made their way into
southern Syria, Palestine, and the Aramaeans (Syrians) into the
north, particularty Coele-Syria.® The Hebrews, before any other
peaple, revealed to the world the clear idea of vne God, and their
monotheism became the origin of Christian and Maoslem belief,

_About 500 B.C. the Nabataeans established themsclves north-
cast of the Binaitic peninsula. The height to which their civiliza-
tion later attained under Roman influence may be gauged by the
magmificent ruins of their rack-hewn capital, Petra.

The seventh century of our era saw a new and final migration
_under the banner of 1slam, in the course of which the dam broke
" and nat only the lands of the Fertile Crescent, the region form-

ag an arc between the head of the Persian Gulf and the south-
+ cast coriier of the Mediterranean Sea, but even Egypt, northern
Africa, Spain, Persia and parts of central Asia were flooded.?

This last migration, which teok place within the full light of

histery, is cited as an bistorical argument by the supporters of

! CL O Leomard Waelley, TRe Surertens (Osford, 1020), pp. & 6
:' En““;.\,%ﬂé‘:{ mndim al-Biga', hgm the twa I.qﬂnglnip :
Upw Vnnckler, The Hisfery of Hobyloniz and dssyprie, tr Jemmes A, Craf
(Hew York, ro07), pp. 18-22, v preoth -
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the theory of Arabia as the Semitic home; they further reinforee
their case by the obscrvation that the Arsbians have preserved
the Semitic fraits more purely and have manifested them more
distinetly than any other members of that racial group, and that
their language is most nearly akin to what scholars belicve the
primitive form of Semitic speech to have been,

A comparative examinanon of the dates quoted zbove sug-
gested to certain Semitists the notion that in recurrent cyeles of
approximately one theusand years Arabia, like a mighty reser-
voir, became populated to the point where overfiow was mevit-
able. These same scholars would speak of the migrations in
terms of “waves". It is more hkcly, however, that these Semitic
movements partook in their imtial stages more of the nature of
the Europcan migratons mmto the New World: a few persons
would start moving, others would follow, then many meore would
go, until a peneral popular interest was aroused in the idea of
going.

This transplantation er marre or in bands of human groups
from a pastoral desert region to an agricultural territory con-
stitutes 3 common phenomenon in the MNear East and provides
an important clue to the enderstanding of its long and checkered
history. The process by which 2 more or less migratory people
imposes itself upon a people which has become rooted in the soil
usually results in the mvaders assimilating to some degree the
main features of the previously cxisting civilization and in
infusing a certain amount of its blood, but hardly ever in the
extermination of the indigenous population. This is exactly
what happened in the ancient Near East, whose history is to
a cerfain extent a strupple between the sedentary population
already domiciled in the Fertile Crescent and the nomadic
Arabians trying to dispossess them, For immigration and colon-
ization are, as has been well szid, an atienuated form of invasion.

1t should be noted in connection with these migrations that
in almoset every case the Semitic tongue survived. This is a de.
termining factor. If in Mesopotamis, for example, the aggluti-
native Sumerian language had survived it would have been
difficalt for us to classily the people of the valley as Semitic. In
the rase of the ancient Egypnans a Semito-Hamitic language
evolved, and we cannot very well include the Egyptians among
the Semites, The term ""Semite”, thercfore, has more linguistic
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than ethnological implication, and the Assyro-Babylonian, Ara-
maic, Hebrew, Phoenician, South Arabic, Ethiopic and Arabie
languages should be viewed as dialects developing out of one
common tongie, the Uzsesdtiseh, A parallel may be found in the
eass of the Romance languages in their relation to Latin, with
the exception that some form of Latin has survived, in literature
at least, to the present day, whereas the Scenitic archetype, only
a spoken language, has entirely passed away, though its general
characier may be inferred from whatever points are found
common to its surviving daughters.

Accepting Arabla—Najd or al-Yaman—as the homeland and
distributing centre of the Semitie peoples does not preclude the
possibility of their having once before, at a very early date, con-
shtuted with another member of the white race, the Hamites,
one community somewhere in eastern Africa; it was from this
community that those whe were later termmed Semites crossed
over into the Arabian peninsula, possibly at Bab al-Mandab,!
This would malke Africa the prebable Semito-Hamitic home and
Arabia the cradle of the Semitic people and the centre of their
distribution. The Fertile Crescent was the scene of the Semitic
civilization,

1 Barton, p. 27
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CHAPTER 11
THE ARABIAN PENINSTILA

ARADIA is the south-western peninsulz of Asia, the largest pen-

insula on the map. Tt area of 1,027,000 square miles holds an
estimated popation of only fourteen muellions. Su'Gdy Arabia,

with an area (exclusive of al-Rab’ al-Khal) of 597,000 square
miles, claims some seven millions; al-Yaman five millons; al-
Kuwayt, Qatar, the trucial shaykhdoms, ‘Umin and Masqat,
Aden and the Aden protectorate the rest. Geologists tell us
that the land once formed the natural continuation of the
Sahara {now separated from it by the rift of the Nile valley and
the great chasm of the Red Sca) and of the sandy belt which
traverses Asia through central Persia and the Gobi Desert. In
earlier times the Atlantic westerhes, which now water the high-
lands of Syma-Palestine, must have reached Arabia undrained,
and during a part of the Ice Age these same desert lands must
have been pre-eminently habitable grasslands. Sinece the ice sheet
never extended south of the great mountains in Asta Minor,
Arabia was never made uninhabitable by glaciation. Its deep,
dry wadi beds still bear witness to the erosive powers of the rain-
water that once flowed through them. The northern boundary
is ill-defined, but may be considered an imaginary line drawn
due east from the head of the Gulf of al-"Agabeh in the Red
Sea to the Euphrates. Geologically, indeed, the whele Syro-
Mesopotamnian desert is a part of Arabia,

The peninsula slopes away from the west to the Persian Gulf
and the Mesopotamian depression. Its backbone is 2 range of
mountains runming paraliel to the western coast and rising to a
height of over gooo feet in Midian on the north and 14,000 tn
al-Yaman on the south.! Al-Sarih in al-Hijiz reaches an cleva-
tion of 10,000 feet. From this backbone the castern fall is gradual
and long; the western, towards the Red Sea, is steep and short.
The southern sides of the peninsula, where the sea has been

! The luphest measored pomt: Corel Rethpns and Hermann v, Wissmann,
SEdorohens Ko, val a, Landerfundliebe Evpsbnuse (Homborg, 1934), p 2

14
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- yeceding from the coast at 4 rate reckoned at seventy-two feet
per year, are fringed by lowlands, the Tihimahs. Najd, the north
central plateau, has a mean elevation of 2500 feet. Its mountain

: range, Shammar, lifts one red granite peak, Aja’, 5550 fect above
the sea-level. Behind the epastal lowlands rise ranpes of various
heights on all three sides. In “Uman, on the eastern coast, the
summits of al-Jabal al-Akhdar soar to & height of ggoo feet,
forming one notable exception to the general eastward decline of
the surface of the land.

With the exception of the mountains and highlands just dis-
cussed the land consists mainly of desert and stcppe. The steppes
(sing. dérak) are circular plains berween hills covered with sand
and embosoming subterranean waters. The so-called Syrian
desert, Badiyat al-Sha'm, as well as the Mesopotamian desert, are
muostly steppeland. The southern part of the Syrian desert is col-
loquidlly known as al-FHamad. The southern part of the Meso-
potamian steppeland is often referred to as Badiyat al-'Irfq or
al-Samiwzh.

Of the desert land three varieties may be distinguished:

t. The preat Nufiid, a tract of white or reddish sand blown
into high banks or dunes and covering & vast arez in North
Arabia. The classical term is al-bédiyah, sometimes al-dafnd’.
Though dry except for an orcasional oasis, al-Nufiid receives in
some Winters encugh rain to cover it with a carpet of verdure
-and Tonvert it into a paradise for the camels and shecp of the
wandering Bedouin. Ameong the first of the dozen Europeans who
have succeeded in traversing the Nufid are the French Alsatian,
Charles Huber(1878); the Englishdiplomatist and poet, Wilfrid S,
Blunt {1870); and the Strassburg orientalist, Julius Euting (1883).

2. Al-Dahni' (the red land), a surface of red sand, extends
from the great Nufdd in the north to al-Rab® al-Khali in the

 Suuth, describing @ great are to the south-east and stretching a

-'EII:SI::TJI'EI'EE of over six hundred miles, Its western part is sometimes

: fiﬂl?:ﬂﬁﬂishtd as al-Ahgaf {dune land), On older maps al-Dahng”

15 Usually indicated as al-Rab’ al-Khali (the vacant quarter).

."When al-Dahni’ receives scasonal rains, it abounds in pasturage

Ef&am‘-’ﬁ to the Bedouins and their cattle for several months a

year, but in summer-time the region is void of the breath of life.

: H""’E‘m Bertram Themas ! no European cver ventured to cross
’ ”"- oot Aredie Fehz Aerors the Ewvipey Quurper of dratea (New Yock, 1932).

5 +
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4l-Ral’ al-Khal, “no man's land’ ‘of Arabia. Arabian American

' Oil Company marked its 250,000 square miles on its maps.
Thomas crossed it in fifty-eight days from the Arabian Sea to
" the Persian Gulf, encountered the phenemenon of singing sands
and discovered a "lake of salt water”, in reality an arm of the
Persian'Gulf in the south of Qatar. Until then our knowledge
of the dreaded and mysterious waste of South Arabia was no
more than that of the tenth-century geographers.

3. Al-Harrah, a surface of corrugated and fissured lavas
averlying sandstone, Volcanic tracts of this type abound in the
western and central regions of the peninsula and extend north
as far as eastern Hawran. Yiaqgnt! lists no less than thirty such
Harrahs. The last volcanic eruption reported by an Arab his-
torian took place in A.D. 1256,

Within this ring of descrt and steppe lies an elevated core,
Najd, the Wahhabiland. In Najd the limestone has Jong been
generally exposed; here and there are oceasional strips of sand.
1t. Shammar consists of granite and basalt rock.

Arabia is one of the driest and hottest of countries. Though €I
santlwiched between seas on the east and west, those bodies of =
water are oo narrow to break the climatic continuity of the
Africo-Asian rainless continental masses. The ocean on thesouth,
to' be sure, does being rains, but the simoom (sewsZs:) which
seasonally lashes the land leaves very little moisture for the in-
terior. The bracing and deligheful east wind {a/-reés) has always
provided a favourite theme for Arabian poets.

Inal-Hijsz, the birthplace of Islam, seasons of drought extend-
ing possibly over a period of three or more years are not un-
known, Rainstarms of short durztion and extrzordinary violence
may strike Makkah and al-Madinah and occasionally threaten
to averthrow the Ka'hah; al-Balidhuri® devotes a whole chapter
to the flvods (suyil) of Makkah, Subsequent to these rains the
hardy pastoral flora of the desert makes its appearance. In north-
ern al-Hijaz the isolated oases, the largest covering an arca of
seme ten square miles, are the only support of scttled life. Five-
sixths of the population of al-Hijaz is nomadic. Certain oases,
such as Fadak (now al-Ha'it), which fipured in carly Islam, are

o Muam ol Buitdn, od F Wistenfeld (Leipsip, s566-73), index

¥ Futih'ob-Buldda, ed de Gueys (Leyden, 1866) LA R
- : y ; P 53e5: e Fhuhp £ Hae,
Fhe Oripens of the Felamic Stage {iew York, rgté, reprint Eérﬁh 1550, pp. S2-4.
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today of no significance, Most of these fertile tracts were cult-
vated at the time of the Prophet by Jews. The mean annual
temperature in the Hijgz lowland is nearer oo® than £a® F. Al-
Madinah, with a mean temperature of little over 70° F., is more
healthful than its sister to the south, Makkah.

Only in al-Yaman and "Asir arc there sufficient periodic rains
to warrant a systernatie cultivation of the soil, Perennial vegeta-
tion is here found in favoured valleys to a distance of about twe
huadred miles from the coact. San's’| the modern capital of al-
Yaman, is over Jooo feet above the sea and therefore one of the
healthiest and most beautiful towns of the peninsula, Cther
fertile but not continuous tracts are found on the coast. The
surface of Hadramawt is marked by deeply sunk valleys where
water is abundant in the subsoil. "Umin, the easternmost pro-
vinece, receives a fair supply of rain. Especially hot and humid are
Juddah (Jedda), al-Hudaydah (Hodeida) and Masgat (Muscat).

Arabia eannot boast a single river of significance which flows
perennially and reaches the sca. None of its streams are navi-
gable. In place of a system of rivers it has a netwark of wadis
which ecarry away such floods as occur. These wadis serve
another purpose: they determine the routes for the caravans and
the pilgrimages. Since the rise of Islam the pilgrimages have
farrned the principal link between Arabia and the outer world.
The chief land routes arc from Mesopotamia, by way of Buray-
dah in Najd, following the Widi al-Rummah, and from Syria,
passing through Wadi 2l-5irh2n and skirting the Red Sea coast,
The intrapeminsular routes are either coastal, fringing nearly
the whole peninsula, or transpeninsular, running from south-
west to north-east through the central cases and avoiding the
stretch between, namely, the Vacant Quarter. ;

The tenth-centuty geographer al-Istakbri! speaks of only one
place in al-Hijiz, the mountain near al-Ta'if, where water freczes.
Al-Hamdini? refers to frozen water jin San's’. To these places
Gilaser? adds Mt. Hadiic al-Shaykh, in al-Yaman, where snow
talls almost every winter, Frost is more widespread,

+ The dryness of the atmosphere and the salinity of the seil

L Mosahd nL.‘lfar.:EIr.&,‘c-ﬂ. de Gogje (Leyden, 1Byo}, p. 1o, 1. 12.13.

= AL Ok, VI, ed. Helih A. Fans (Pronceton, 1642, p. 7 6es alsa Nasih
M. 0l Az, Riflok F Beoldd ol drab af-Satidek {Calro, 103713, pt. 1, p. 115,

¥ In A, Petermonn, Muttelueper sur funier Ferker proprephiredier dnstall,
¢ol. 32 {Gotha, 1586), p. 43.
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militate against the possibility of any luxmuriant prowth. Al-Hijaz
it tich in dates. Wheat grows in al-Yaman and certain opases.
Barley is cultivated for horses. Millet {dnraf} grows in certain
regions, and ricein *Uman and al-Hasa. On the highlands paraliel
to the southern coast, and particularly in Mahrah, the frankin-
cense tree, which figured prominently in the ¢arly comnmercial life
of South Arahbia, still fivurishes. A characteristic product of *Asir
is gum-arabic. The coffice plant, for which al-Yaman is now
farnous, was introduced inte South Arabia in the fourteenth cen-
tury from Abyssinia, The earliest reference to this “wine of [slam™
is in the writings of the sixteenth century.! The carhest known
mention of coffee by a European writer was in 1583,

OF the trees of the desert several species of acacia, including
ath (tamarisk) and ghada, which gives excellent charcoal, are
found. Another spectes, fa/4, yields pum-arabic. The desert alzo
produces samed, the graing of which give a flour used for parridge,
and the eagerly sought truffle and senna {gd-sarea}.

Among the domestic plants the grape-vine, introduced from
oyria after the fourth Christian century, is well represented in
al-Ta'if, and yields the alcoholic beverage styled mabidh al-
zakib, The winc (fhamr), however, sung by the Arabic pocts,
was the brand imported from Hawrdn and the Lebanon, The
olive tree, native in Syria, is unknown in al-Hijiz. Other pro-
ducts of the Arabian oases are pomegranates, apples, apricots,
almonds, oranges, lemons, sugar-cane, water-melons and bananas,
The Nabataeans and Jews were probably the ones responsible
for the introduction of such fruit tress from the north.

Among the Arahian flora the date-palm tres is queen. It bears The date
the most common and esteemed fruit: the fruit (fzmr) parP2™
excellence, Together with milk it provides the chief itemn on the
menu of the Bedouin, and, except for camel flesh, is his only solid
food *-Its fermented beverage is the much-sought nabidk. Its
crushed stones furnish the cakes which are the everyday meal
*_-'rf the camel. To possess “the two black ones” (al-aswaddin),
1e. water and dates, is the dream of every Bedouin, The Prophet
& reporied to have enjoined, * Honour your aunt, the palm,
which was made of the same clay as Adam™® Arab authors list

! Ber alJomn m de Sacy, Chresfomathse crode, 2nd ed. {Pans, 1826), vol 1,
r@;::.j:]r. ‘:T'{’f 4;;1::-9
sull ihin Chutaplal, "Evin of 4843 (Caro, 1930), vel ar, 2001
: * A-Buyaf, Hwsr el-Mupdierok (Ceiro, 13210, vol tf.up 55 i
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# hundred varieties of dates in and arcund al-Madinah,

Even this queen of Arabian trees must have been introdueed
from the north, from Mesopotamia, where the palm tree was
the chief object which attracted carly man thither. The Arabic
vocabulary in Najd and al-Hijiz relating to agriculture, og. b2’}
(watered by rain only),! adddr (ploughman), etc., indicates bor-
rowing from the northern Semites, particularly the Aramacans,

The animal kingdom is represented by panthers (sing. samdr),
leapards (sing. fakd), hyenas, wolves, foxes and lizards {especi-
ally al-daéd). The lion, frequently cited by the ancient poets of
the peninsula, is now oxtinet. Monkeys are found in al-Yaeman,
Among the birds of prey eagles (‘wg@h), bustards (fubédra,
houbara), faleons, hawks and owls may be counted. Crows are
abundant. The most common birds are the hoopoe {fudfud),
lark, nightingale, pigeon and a species of partridge celcbrated
in Arabic literature under the name af-gafa.?

Of domestic animals the principal ones are the camel, the ass,
the ordinary watch-dog, the grevhound {safige), the cat, the
shesp and the poat. The mule is said o have heen introduced
from Egypt after the Hijrah by Mubammad.

The desert yields locusts, which the Bedouin relishes, especially
when roasted with salt. Locust plagues are reputed to appear
every seventh year. Of reptiles the Nufitd boasts, by all accounts,
the horned viper. Lawrence® speaks with horror of his experience
with the snakes in Waidi al-SirhEn.

Renowned as it bas become in Mostern literature, the horse
was nevertheless a late importation into apcient Arabia. Thiz
animal, for which Wajd is famous, was not known to the early
Semites. Domesticated in early antiquity sornewhere east of the
Caspian Sea by nomadic Indo-European herdsmen, it was later
imported on a large scale by the Kassites and Hittites and
through them made its way, two millenniums before Christ, inte
Western Asia, From Syria it was introduced before the beginning
of our era info Arabia, where it had the best opportunity to
keep its biood pure and free from admixture, The Hyksos passed
the horse on from Syria into Egypt and the Lydians {rom Asia
Minor into Greece, where it was immeortalized by Phidias on the

b See below, p. 97,

¥ See B Meinerizhagen, The Bivds of drabio (Edinborgh, 10540,
iT E L-'::l.'.'«'.l:\em’.‘eF Sezear Prifars nf Hrdfom {h‘{:w '!l’n!l'[:._, JQEEJ: 1P :ﬁg.?p.
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Parthenon. In the Egyptian, Assyro-Babylonian and early
Persian records the Arabian appears as a cameleer, not as a
eavalier. The camel, rather than the horse, figured in the tributes
cxacted by the Assyrian conquerers from the “Urbi"? In
Xerxes' army, intent upon the conquest of Greece, the Arabs
rode camels,? Strabo,? presumably on the authority of his friend
Aelius Gallus, the Roman general who invaded Arabia as late
as 24 B.C., denies the existence of the horse in the peninsula.

Renowned for its physical beauty, endurance, intelligence
and touching devotion to its master, the Arabian thoroughbred
{(hrefraylan) is the exemplar from which all Western ideas about
the good-breeding of horseflesh have been derived. In the eighth
century the Arabs introduced it into Europe through Spain,
where it left permanent traces in its Barbary and Andalusian
descendants.* During the Crusades the English horse received
fresh strains of blood through contact with the Arab.

In Arabia the horse is an animal of luxury whose feeding and
care constitutes a problem to the man of the desert. Its possession
is a presumption of wealth. Its chief value lies in providing the
speed necessary for the success of a Bedouin raid (ghaza), It is
also used for sports; in tournament (ferfd), coursing and hunting.
In an Arab camp today in case of shortage of water the children
tight cty for a drink, but the master, unmoved, would pour
thie ast drop into a pail to et before the horse.

1f the horse is the most neble of the conquests of man, the The
camel is certainly from the nomad's point of view the most @™
useful. Without it the desert could not be conceived of az a
habitable place. The camel is the nomad’s nourisher, his vehicle
of transportation and his medium of exchange. The dowry of
the bride, the price of blood, the profit of maysir (gambling),
the wealth of a sheikh, are all computed in terms of camels.
It is the Bedouin’s constant companion, his alter gpa, his foster
parent. He drinks its milk instead of water (which he spares for

. the catile); he feasts on its flesh; he covers himself with its skin;
hE, makes his tent of its hair. Its dung he uses as fuel, and its
urine as a hair tonic and medicine, To him the camel! is more
than “the ship of the desert'; it is the special gift of Allah (cf,

 Below, pp, 30, 41.
: Heroldotue, Sratery, B VII, ch, 86, 8
Wi G‘mg:ra‘{-ﬁ_p. Bl XVI, ch, 4, £5 2 & of.
™ "i‘u"il.'lihrm . Brown, Fir Herre ef thr Descrt (New York, 1925), pp. 125 ey,



4z THE PRE-ISLAMIC AGE TART I

Koran 16: 5-8). To quote a striking phrase of Sprenger® the
Eedouin is “the parasite of the camel”. The Bedouins of our day
take delight in referring to themsclves as a4/ ai-ba'ir, the people
of the camel. Musil® states that there is hardly o member of the
Buwalah tribe who has not en some occasion dronk water from
a camel’s paunch. In time of emergency either an old camel is
killed or a stick is thrust down its throat to make it vomit water,
If the camel has been watered within a day or two, the liquid
is tolerably drinkable, The part which the camel has played in
the economy of Arabian life i= indicated by the faet that the
Arabic language s said to include some one thousand names
for the eamel in its numerous breeds and stapges of prowth, a
number rivalled only by the number of synonyms used for the
sword., The Arabian camel can go for about twenty-five days
in winter and abeur five days in summer without water, The
camel was a factor in facilitating the carly Moslem conquests
by assuring its masters more mobnlity than, and censequent
advantuge over, the settled peoples. The Caliph "Umar is quoted
as having said: “The Arab prospers only where the camel
prospers’ . Thepeninsula remains the chief camel-breeding centre
in the weorld, The horzes of Majd, the donkeys of al-Hasa and
the dromedaries of “Uman are world famous, In the past the
pear] fisheries of "Umin and the Persian Gulf region, the salt
mines of certain areas and the camel industry were the main
sources of income, But since the beginning of the explotation of
the oil-fields in 1933, the extensive activitics connected with the
oil industry have become by far the greatest source. The oil-fields
of al-Hasa are classed among the richest in the world,

From north-western Arabia the camel, hke the horse
arginally an American animal, was introduced 1nte Palesting
and Syria on the occasion of the invasion of the Midanites
in the cleventh century B.C, (Judges 6 : 5, of Gen. 24 : 64), the
first record of the widespread uee of this animal.? It was intro-
duced into Epypt with the Assyrian conguest in the seventh cen-
tury D.C., and into northern Africa with the Mbziem invasion
in the seventh century after Christ.

 In Zetirehryfr der deniscken mergenfandise ken Gerelfrefaft abv {1801, p 361,L13,

1 Fhe Monmers and Quttoris of fhe Rivala Bedowins Mew Yerk, 1018), p. 168
Cf. Bertrnm Thomas tn Fkr Meor Earr and Sfodea, Nov. 1, 1928, p 518

! CL Careton 5. Coon, Sorovan: fe Stoy of #he Ahddle Earr (New York,
1951}, p. 61



CHAPTER TII

BEDOUIN LIFE

JRRLSPONDING to the twofold nature of the land, the inhabit- The
itz of Arabia fall into two main groups: nomadic Bedouins vomed
ud settled folle. The line of demarcation between the wanduring
wd the sedentary elements in the population is not always
wrply drawn. There are stages of semi-nomadism and of
anst-urbanity, Certain townsfolk who were at one time Bedouin
ill betray their nomadic origin, while other Bedouins are towns-
cople in the making. The blood of the settled population is
s constantly refreshed by a nemadic strain.

The Bedouin iz no gypsy roaming aimlessly for the sake of
saming. He represents the best adaptation of human life to
ctert conditions. Wherever verdant land is found, there he goes
seking pasture, Nomadism is as much a seientific mode of living
1 the Nufiid as industrialism is in Detroit or Manchester,

Action and reaction between the townsfolk and the desert
oll are motivated by the urgent dictates of self-interest and self-
weservation. The nomad insists on extracting from his more
avourably situated neighbour such resources as he himself
acks, and that either by vielence—raids—or by peaceful methods
—exchange, He is land-pirate or broker, or both at once, The
Jesert, where the, Bedouin plays the part of the pirate, sharcs
:ertiin commen characteristics with the sea.

. The nomad, as 2 type, is today what he was yesterday and
what he will be tomorrow. His calture pattern has always been
the same. Variation, progress, evolution, are not among the
laws he readily obeys. Immune to the invasion of exotic ideas
and manners, he still lives,:as his forbears did, in tents of goats’
or carmels” hair, "houses of hair”, and grazes his sheep and goats
in the same fashion and on the same pastures, Sheep- and camel-
raistng, and to 4 lesser degree horse-breeding, hunting and raid-
mg, foIl 1135 staple cccupation and are to his mind the only
Dicupations worthy of a man, Agriculture and all varieties of
£ 23
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trade and craft are Leneath his dignity. If and when he frees
himselt from his environment he i3 ne more a nomad, In the
Fertile Crescent emnpires have come and gone, but in the barren
wastes the Bedouin has remained for ever the same?

Over all the living things of the desert the Bedouin, the eamel
and the palm are the triumvirate that rules supreme; and together
with the sand they constitute the four great actors in the drama
of its existence.

To its denizen the desert iz more than a habitat: it iz the
custodian of his sacred tradition, the preserver of the purity of
his speech and blood and his first end foremeoest line of defence
against encroachment from the outside world. Its scarcity of
water, scorchung hear, trackless roads, lack of food-supply—
all enemics in normal times—prove staunch allics in time of
danger. Little wonder then that the Arabian has rarely bent his
neck to a foreign yolke.

The continuity, monotony and aridity of his desert habitat
are faithfully reflected in the Bedouin physical and mental make-
up. Anatomically he is a bundle of nerves, bones and sinews.
The leanness and barrenness of his land show themselves in his
physique. His daily food is dates and a mixturc of flour, or roasted
corn, with water or milk, His ratment is as seanty as his nourish-
ment: a long shirt (PAgwdy with a belt and 2 flowing upper gar-
ment {'aéd") which picturcs have made familiar, The head is
covered by a shawl (£Z2fivak) held by a cord (fgal). Trousers
are not worn and footwear is rare. Tenacity, endurance (sadr),
seems to be his supreme virtue, enabling him to survive where
almost everything elee perishes. Passivity is the obverse of this
same virtue. Passive enduranece iz to him preferalile to any
attempt to change the state in which he finds himself, no marter
how hard his lot. Individualisim, another characteristic trait, 1s
so deeply ingrained that the Bedouin has never been able to
raise himself 1o the dignity of a social being of the international
type, much less to develop ideals of devotion to the common
geod beyond that which pertains to the tribe. Discipline, respect
for order and authority, are no idels in desert life. "0 Lord",
prayed a Bedouin, “have mercy upon me and upon Muhammad,
but upon no anpe clse besides!™? Since the days of Ishmael the

! A central feature of ihn Su6d's coonontic sad soqal reforms i the settloment
of nomads an the sol. ¥ Abu-Ddiwid, Suraw (Cairo, 1280), vob, §, p. Bg,
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Arpbian’s hand has been against every man and cvery man's
hand againat him.

The ghasw (razzia), otherwise considered a form of brigandage, Rasin
is raised by the economic and social conditions of desert life to
the rank of a national institution. It lies at the base of the
economic structure of Bedouin pastoral society. In desert land,
where the fighting mood s a chronic mental condition, raiding
is one of the fow manly occupations. Christian tribes, too, such
as the banu-Taghlib, practised it without any mental re-
servations. The poet al-Qutimi of the carly Umayyad périod
has given expression to the guiding principle of such life in
two verces: “Our business is to make raids on the enemy,
on our neighbour and on our own brother, in case we find
none to raid but a brother!" ! In Suddi Arabia raids are now
illeral.

According to the rules of the game—and ghame is 2 sort of
national sport—no blood should be shed execept in cases of
extreme necessity. Grhasw does help to a certain extent to keep
down the number of mouths to feed, though it does not actually
increase the sum-total of available supplies. A weaker tribe or
o sedentary settlement on the borderland may buy protection
by paying the stronger tribe what is today called AfhZwak.
These ideas of ghasw and its terminology were carried over by
the Arabians into the Islamic conguests.

The principle of hespitality, however, mitipates in some
easure the evils of ghasw. However dreadful as an enemy he
may be, the Bedouin is also within his Jaws of friendship a loyal
and gencrous friend. Pre-Islamic poets, the journalists of their
day, never tired of singing the praises of diyafak (hospitality)
which, with famdsah {fortitude and enthusiasm) and seeri'ak
{manliness), is considered one of the supreme virtues of the race.
The keen compctition for water and pasturage, on which the
chief causes of eonflict centre, splits the desert populace into
warnng tribes; but the common conscibusness of helplessness
%n the face of & stubbern and malignant nature develops a feel-
ing for the necessity of one sacred duty: that of hospitality. To
I“’I“-‘{f 4 guest such a courtesy in a land where no inns or hotels
obtain, or to harm him after accepting him as 2 puest, is an

* Ahg-Tammim Ak Er sl-Hemdrak, ed. Fre
' ek, yiag {Bonn, 18a8), p. 171,
) ¥ Cf. Tgnnz Goldmher, Afukammedoniseks Studier, pr. 1 fl-failt. 1,359}1 P i3
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offenice not only againat the established mares and honour but
against God Himself, the real protector,

The ruditments of Semitic relipion developed in the pases,
rather than in the sandy land, and centred upon stones and
springs, forerunners of the Black Stone and Zamzam in Islam
and of Bethel in the Old Testamend. In the case of the Bedouin,
relipion sits very liphtly indecd on his heart. In the judgment of
the Koran (g : gB), ““the desert Arabjans are most confirmed in
unbelief and hypocrisy’’. Up to our present day they never pay
much more than lip homage to the prophet.?

The clan orpanization s the basis of Bedouin society. Every
tent represcnts a famuly; an encampment of tents forms a
ey tnembers of one Aayy conshitute a clan {gaseen). A number
of kindred clans grouped together make a tribe (gedffal). All
members of the same clan consider ¢ach other as of one blond,
submit to the authonty of but one chief-—the senior member of
the clan—and wse one battle-cry. “Banu" (children of) is the
title with which they prefix their joint name. The femnine names
of certain clans show traces of the carlier mattiarchal system.
Blood relationship, fictitous or real, furnighes the adhesive
elerment in tribal organization. ' § £¢ 4 s

The tent and its humble houschold contents are individual
property, but water, pasturage and cultivable land are the
commeon property of the tribe,

If a member of a clan comrmits murder inside the clan, none
will defend him. In case of escape he becomes an outlaw (faerfd).
If the murder is eutside the clan, a vendetta is established, and
any fellow cdan-member may have to pay for it with his own
life.

Blood, according to the primitive law of the desert, calls far
blood; no chastiscment is recognized other than that of venge-
ance. The nearest of kin is supposed to assume primary respon-
sibility. A blood feud may last forty years, as in the case of the
Basiis War between the banu-Baky and the banu-Taghlib. Tn all
the apydem el Arad, those intertribal battles of pre-Islamic days,
the chroniclers emphasiz¢ the blood feud motif, thouph under
Iying economic reasons must have motivated many of the events,
Sometimes a bloodwite (@ivah) 15 accepted.,

Mo woree calamity could befall a Bedouin than to lose his

b Aroecn Faland, F'rikh Masd (Bearll  9o8), p, 233.
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tribul affilintion. A tribeless man, in a land where stranger and
enerny are synonymous, like a landless man in feudal England,
is practically helpless. His status is that of an outlaw, one
bevond the pale of protection and safety.

Though primarily a matter of birth, clan kinship may be in-
dividually acquired by sharing a member’s food or sucking a
few drops of his blood. Herodotus speaks of this ancient rite
of adaption. If a slave is freed he often finds it to his interest to
keep sorne attachment with the family of his former master,
thus hecoming & client (mamwlz). A stranger may seek such a
refationship and is styled a protégé (dakhil). In like manner
a whole weaker clan might desire the protection of, and
ultimately become absorbed by, a stronger clan or tribe. The
Tayyi', Ghatafiin, Taghlib, etc., were confederations of North
Arabian tribes which figured prominently in history and whose
descendants still survive in Arabic-speaking lands.

An analogous custom in religion made it possible for a stranger
to became attached to the service of a sanctuary ® and thus he-
come a client of the god. To the present day the pilgrims to
Makbah are referred to as “'the guests of Allah”, and the students
connected with the mosque of Malkdeah or any other great mosgue
are called “'[His] neighbours’ (sing. safdewdr).

*Arabivak is the spirit of the elan. It implies boundiess and *Aresiyeh
uncenditional loyalty to feliow clansmen and corresponds in
general to patriotism of the passionate, chauvinistic type. “Ba
loyal to thy tribe," sang a bard, “its claim upon its members is
strang enough to make a husband give up his wife.” * This in-
eradicable particularism in the clan, which is the individualism of
the member of the clan magnified, assumes that the clan or tribe,
as the case pay be, is a unit by itself, self sufficient and absolute,
and repards every other clan or tribe as its legitimate victim
and object of plunder and murder. Islam made full use of the

- tribal system for its milirary purposes. It divided the srmy into
units based on tribal lines, suttled the colonists in the conquered
. lands in tribes and treated new converts from among the sub-
~ Juzated peoples as clients. The unsocial features of individualism
“und ‘afabivak were never outgrown by the Arab character as it
. Yeveloped and unfolded itself after the rise of Islam, and were

i3t ' 3Bk, IT, ch B, * Cf, Exchiel 4417,
« A WNbarrad, e Kdmid, od. W. Weight (Leipsig, 18643, p. 220, 1.3



The
shaikl

14 THE PRE-ISLAMIC AGE PART I

among the determining factors that led to the disintegration and
uttimate downfzll of the various [slamic states.

The clan is represented by its titular head, the sheikh. Ynlike
his modern namesake of Hollywood fame, the sheikh (rhapds)
is the senior member of the tribe whose leadership asserts itself
in sober counsel, in generosity and in courage. Seniority in age
gnd personal gualfications deterrune the choice, In judicial,
military and other affairs of commen concern the sheikh 13 not
the absclute authority; he must consult with the ribal council
composed of the heads of the component families, His tenure of
office fasts during the good-will of his constituency.

The Arabist in peneral and the Bedouin in particular is a
born democrat. He meets his sheidch on an equal footing. The
society in which he lives levels everything down. The title malid
fking} the Arabians never used except in referring to foreign
rulers and the partially Romanized and Persianired dynastics
of Ghassin and al-Hirah. The kings of the banu-Kindah formed
the only exerpnion to this rule But the Arabean is also aristo-
cratic as well as demeocratic. He looks upon hamseelf ac the em-
bodiment of the consummate pattern of creation. To him the
Arahan nation is the noblest of all natons {(affkar al-wmam),
The civilized man, from the Bedouin's exalted point of view, s
less happy and far inferior In the purity of his blocd, his
eloquence and poetry, his sword and horse and above all 1n his
noble ancestry (narad), the Arabian takes infinitc pnide. He is
excessively fond of prodigious genealogies and often traces his
lincage back te Adam. Ne people, other than the Arabians, have
cver rased genealopy to the dipnity of a science,

The Bedouin woman, whether Islamic or pre-Islamic, enjoyed
and still enjoys a measure of frecdom denied to her sedentary
sigter. She lved In a peolypamous farmily and under a baal
system of marriage in which the man was the master, neverthe-
less she was at liberty to choose a hushand and leave him if ill-
treated.

Ability to assimilate other eultures when the opportunity
presents itself is well marked among the children of the deseer,
Faculties which have remained dormant for ages seem to awake
suddenly, under the proper stimuli, and develop inte dynamic
powers. In the Fertile Crescent lies the feld of opportunity, A
Hammurabi makes hits appearance 1n Babylon, a Moses in
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Sinai, a Zenobia in'Palmyra, a Philip the Arab in Rome or a
* Harhn,al-Rashid in Baghdid. Monuments are built, like those
of Petra, which still arcuse the admiration of the werld, The
phenomenal and almost unparalileled eflorescence of early Islam
wits due in ne small measure to thelatent powers of the Bedouins,
who, in the words of the Caliph "Utnar, “furnished Islam with
its raw material” 1

¥ Ibn-Ba'd, Aredd abFobepdt gl Kalir, ¢d. Tdvard Sachow, wol, bi, pt. § (Laye
den, 1904), p. 246, 1. 3
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EARLY INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

WE have thus far used the term Arabian for all the inhabitants
of the peninsula without regard to geographical lacation. We
must now differentiate between the South Arabians and the
MNorth Arabians, the latter including the Najdis of Central
Arabia. The geographical division of the land by the trackless
desert into northern and southern sections has its counterpart
in the peoples who inhabit it.

The Morth Arabians are mostly nomads Jiving in "houses of
hair in al-Hijiz and Najd; the South Arabians are in the main
sedentary, domiciled In al-Yaman, Hadramawt and along the
neighbouring eoast. The Northerners speak the language of the
Koran, the Arabic par exccllence; the Southerners used an
ancient Semitic tongue of their own, Sabacan or Himyarite,
wiith which the Ethiopic of Africa is clogely allied. Both are dali-
chocephalic {long-headed) members of the Mediterranean raee,
But the Southerners have a considerable coastal element that is
brachycephalic (round-headed), with a broad jaw and aquilime
nose, fat cheeks and abundant hair, characteristic of the Ar.
menoid {Hattite, Hebrew) type. It is an intrusive element borne to
South Arabia perhaps by sea from the north-east. The South
Arahians were the first to rise to prominence and develop a
civilization of their own. The North Arabians did not stép on
to the stage of international affairs until the advent of Islam.

The memory and consclousness of this national distinction
among the Arabians is reflected in their own traditional genea-
legies. They divide themselves first into two groups: extinct
(b idalk), including Thamtd, "Ad—both of koranic fame—,
Tasm and Jadis, and surviving (ddgrrad). The Thamid were an
historical people mentioned in the cunciform annals of Sargon
II* and known to classical writers as “Tamudaei”.? The *Adites

1 Coon, The Racer of Fu " 5

1 %ﬂgﬁimm Araent "Ei:{ri aﬁ&jﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁnﬁ‘ﬁm’?guﬁg{ﬁgn’
Rexzy)y 0% 27, 118, ¥ Play, Neteral Srstory, Be. VI, ch, 32,
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are supposed to have Aourished in ancient Hagramawt, Next,
the genealogists proceed to subdivide the surviving Arabians
into two ethnic stocks: Arabian Arabs {"dridak) and Arabicized
Arabs (mesta’rébak). The ‘Aribah, according to them, are
Yamanites descended from Qahtin {the Joktan of the Old
Testament) and constitute the aboriginal stock; the Mustaribah
are the Hijizis, Najdis, Nabatacans and Palmyrencs, all
descended from "Adnin—an offspring of Ishmael-—and are
"naturalized”" in the land. In the traditional Qahtin and
"Adnin is a reminitcence of the differentiation between South
Avrabians and North Arabians. The Madinese who rushed to the
support of the Prophet at the time of his Hijrah were of Yamanite
origin, but his own family, the Quraysh, were Nizari of the
northern stock. The Ghassinids of eastern Syria and the Lakh-
mids of al-Hirah in al-'Irig were Southerners domiciled in the
north,

This gulf between the two Arabian storks was never bridged.
The age-old division continued to be as prominent as ever, cven
after Islam had apparently unified the Arabian nation,

Like a thick wedge the Arabian penipsula thrusts itself
between the two earliest scats of culture: Egypt and Babylonia,
The Panjab in India may have been a third cultural focus, and
the peningula lics between it and the West, Although Arabia
was not brought within the scope of the river-valley culture of
either the land of the one river or the land of the twin civers, yat
it could not entirely have eseaped their influence. Its culeure,
bowever, was at bottom indigenous, It belonged to the maritime
type. Its south-castern people were possibly the ones who acted
as intermediaries between Egypt, Mesopotamia and the Panjib
—the three focal centres of carliest trade—and gave their name
to the preat intervening sea.

Africa touches Arabia in the north at the Sinaitic peninsula,
over which a land route passes, comes close to it in the south at
Bib al-Mandahb, only fifteen miles across, and it conneeted with
mid-western Arabia by a third route which follows Wadi al-
Hammamit, opposite the bend of the Nile near Thebes, and
connects with the Red Sea at al-Qusayr. This last route was the
chief central connection. During the Twelfth Exyptian Dynasty
{¢a, 2000~1788 B.C.) a canal above Bilbays connected the Nile
with the Fed Sea. Restored by the Ptolemies, this canal, the
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antecedent of the Suez Canal, was reopencd by the caliphs and
used untfl the discovery (1457) of the route to India round the
Cape of Good Hope.

The Egyptian interest in Sinai arose because of its copper and Sinaive
turquoise mines located in Wadi Maghdrah in the southern part 9P
of the peninsula near the modern town of al-Tiir. Even in pre-
dynastic days the nomads of Sinai were exporting their valued
products to Egypt. Pharachs of the First Dynasty operated the
mines of the peninsula, but the perfod of great exploitation
started with Snefru (¢e. 2720 B.C.) of the Third Dynasty. The

From &, Ethet Srrrfh, ke Amrmend Er_p_lﬂun; aed the Ohrrgre p_,r ey faration™
[Harfer & Bree)

ANCIENT EGYTTIAN REPRESENTATIONS OF ARABIANS
{Ca. 2000 B.C, and 1500 N.C. respectively)

great road connecting Egypt with Syria-Palestine and thence
reaching to the rest of the Fertile Crescent and Asiz Minor—
that first international highway used by man—sent a branch
fouth-cast bo these oopper and turquoise mines of Sinai. In a
royai tomb of the First Dynasty at Abydos, Petrie found 1n 1900
on o piece of ivory 2 fortrait of a typical Armenoid Semite
lahelled *Asiatic”, with 5 Jong pointed beard and shaven upper
lip, presumably a South Arabian, An saclier relief belonging to
the same dynasty shows an emaciated Bedown chief in a loin-
*", ¢loth crouching in submission before his Egyptian captor, who
_ s about to brain the Bedouin with his mace. These are the
carliest representations of Arabians extant. The word for
- Bedouin (Eg. "ama, nomad, Asiatic) figures prominently in the
. tarly Egyptian annals and in some cases refers to nomads around
o ;Eg‘_‘.—‘p’t and ouwlside of Arahia proper,

-
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Frank- South Arabfa was brought nearer to Egypt when the latter
meentt  acpablished commercial relationstups with Punt and Nubia,
Herodotus * speaks of Sesostrss, probably Senusert 1 (1980-1933.
.6.) of Dynasty X11, as conquerg the nations on the Arabian
Gulf, presumably the African side of the Red Sea. The Eight-
eenth Diynasty maintamed = fleet in the Red Sea, but as early
as the Tifth Dynasty we find Sahure {2553-2541 B.C.) conduct-
ing the first maritime expedi-
storn by way of that sea 1o
an  incense-producing land,
evidently Somaliland en the
Adrican share.

The chief attraction for the
Egypaans in Seuth Araba lay
in the frankmeenee, which they
prozed highly for temple uze
angd mummufication and in
which that part of Arabia was
particularly rich. When Nubia
was subjugated and Punt
{meodern Somaliland) brought
withun the commereial sphere
of the Egypuan empire many
expeditions were conducted to

M e dbder s 1 mdne s ey those places to procure “'myrrh,
SFMI REHEFT, THL SOVVH KING fragrant EUnS, resin and aro-
07 THI TIRRI DYYALTY mate woods'', Such an ex-
}E:‘TE‘E:‘“&ES L peditton te Punt was under-
taken by Hatshepsut {az. 15090
5., the first famous woman in lustory, The srmssaries of her
successor, 1hutmese III, the Napoleon of ancient Egypt,
brought {1473 #8.C) from the same land the usval cargo of
“wvory, ebony, panther-skins and slaves. As these were also the
produtets of al-Yaman 1n south-western Arabia it 15 not unhkely
that the Egyphans used the teem “'Punt” for the land on both
sides of Bab al-Mandab Gold may alse have come from Aralia.
The incense trade with South Arabwa went through Wadi al.
Hammamat, making that centrai route the most important link
with Scuth Arabia,

1 Bk, II, ch. too,
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Hadramawt,! which in ancient times included the coastlands
Mahrah and al-Shihr,® was the celebrated land of frankincense,
Zafar, formerly a town and now a disteict on the coast, was iis
chief centre. The modern name is Dhofar and it is under the
nominal rule of the sultan of "Uméan. This Zafir, the commercing
centre of the frankincense country and situated as it is on the
southern coast, should not be confused with the inland Zafir in
al-Yaman, which was the Himyarite capital.® The frankincense
{ubdn, whence “*olibanum) tree still fiourishes in Hadramawt
and other parts of South Arabia, As of old, Zafir is still the
chief contre of fts trade.

The ancient Epyptians were not the only people who had a3
commercial interest in Arabia. Their foremost rivals for the
trade in spices and minerals were the people of Babylonia,

Eastern Arabia bordersd on Mesopotamia. The early inhahit-
ants of that region, the Sumerians and Alkdkeadians, had already
by the fourth millennium before our era beoome familiac with
therr neighbours of the Westland (Amurru) and were able to
communicate with them both by land and water.

Thesource of supply of the Sumerian copper, theearliestmetal
discovered and used in industry, was probably in "Umain.

On 2 diorite statue of Narim-5Sin (g2 2171 B C.), 2 grandson
and successor of Sargon (the first gpreat name in Semitic histary),
weread that heconguered Magan and defeated its lord, Maniwm.!
Gudea (¢e. 20008.5.), the Sumerian patesi of Lagash, tells us of his
cxpedition to procure stone and wood for his temple from Magan
and Melukhkha, These two Sumerian place-names, Magan and
hielukhlcha, evidently were first applied to certain regions in cast
and contral Arabia but were Jater, in the Assyrian period, shifted
to more distant Jocalities in the Sinzitic peminsula and eastern
Africa. "Mapan” is not etymologically identifiable with Arabic
"Ma"dn,"' name of an casis in northern al-Hijaz (now in Trans-
Jjordan), possibly an ancient Minacan colony on the caravan route.
[r these cuneiform inscriptions we have the first recorded refer-
ence in history to a place in Arabia and to an Arabian people.

b Hosrmaweth of Gren. 101 26

¥ Inats loter and medeen uze the anme al-Shbr has been apphed to the whole
franbancense coust, induding Mahrah nod Zafir,

* CFf Yigit, Seddfife, vob o, pp 596 7

1T Tlﬁul-'ﬂ-'ll'nﬂ!gill, Lax ruFerifphaons de Sumer of d Akkad {i";‘rur :gu5}..
wp 238, 230,
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The “Sealand" of the cuneiform inscriptions was, according
ta a recent theory, located in Arabia proper and included the
wastern shore of the Persian Gulf as far as the isle of al-Balrayn
{ancient Dilmun} and possibly al-Nufid as farwestasal-"Aqabah.
Nabopolassar was king of the Scaland before he became king of
Babylon.

Thefirst unmistakahle reference to the Arabians as such occurs 3 as
in an inscription of the Assyrian Shalmaneser I11, who led an E:_&
expedition against the Aramacan king of Damascus and his tien
‘allies Ahab and Jundub, an Arabian sheikh. The encounter
took place in 853 B.C. at Qargar, north of Hamah, These are
the words of Shalmaneser:

Farkar, his royal city, T destroyed, T devastated, T burned with fire,
, 1,ao0 chariots, r,z00 cavalry, 20,000 soldiers of Hadad-czer, of Aram
{7 Damasens); , . . 1,000 cemels of Gindiby®, the Arabian?

-1¢ seems very appropriate that the name of the first Arabian in
recorded history should be associated with the camel.

Anxigus to ensurc the safety of the trade highways passing
theough the far-flung Assyrian empire and converging on the
Mediterranean, Tiglath-Pileser 11T (745—727 B.C), founder of
the second Assyrian empire, conducted a series of campaigns
against Syria and its environs. In the third vear of his reign he
cxacied tribute from Zabibi, the queen of “Aribi™ land. In the
ninth year he conquered another gueen of Aribi, Samsi (Shams
or Shamsiyah) by name. His annals record that in 728 n.C.
the Mas'ai tribe, the city of Temai (Tayma") and the Sab'ai
{Sabacans) sent him tribute of gold, camels and spices. These
tribes evidently lived in the Sinai peninsula and the desert to the
north-east.® Thus was Tiglath-Pileser 111 the first to fasten the
yoke on Arabian necks

Sargon 11 {722-705 B.C.), the congueror of Carchemish and
Samaria, reports that 10 the seventh year of his reign he sub-
Jugated ameng others the tribes of Tamud (Thamid of the
Keoran) and Ibidid, “whe inhabit the desert, who know neither
high nor low official”, struck them down and deported the

- remnant to Samarta.® At the same time he received from Samsi,

Y Luckenill, wel. i, § 611,

* Dridlef Mielsen, [andluek der altarabivchen Altertumebu=de, vol. §, D altere
bnsche Kufear (Cosnhege, 1929), . G5.
* Luckenbil, vol. i, § 17.
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queen of Arabia, Tt"amara {(Vatha'-amarh, the Sabaean chief, and
from other kings of Egypt and the desert 'gold, products of the
mauntain, precious stanes, ivery, seed of the maple (7}, all kinds
of herbs, horses, and camnels, as their tribute™® This It'amara of
Saba’ was evidentiy onc of the Yatha'-amars whe bear the royal
title smuzbarred in the South Arabic inseriptions. Likewise his
suceessor Kariba-il of Saba’, from whom Sennacherib claims to
have received tribute, must have been the south-western Arabian
identified with Kariba-il of the inscriptions ? I so, the “ribute”
claimed by the Assyrians could not have been bur freewill
presents offercd by these South Arabian rulers to the Assyrian
kings as equals and probably as allies in the common struggle
against the wild nomads of Norih Arabia,

About 638 B.C. Sennacherib reduced ““Adumu, the fortress of
Arabia" and carried away to Nineveh the local gods and the
queen herself, whe was also the priestess. Adumu is the oasis
in North Arabia that fipured later in the Islamic conguests under
the name Diamat al-Jandal. The queen, Telkhuny (Teolkhunua}
by name, had allied herself with the rebellious Babylonians
apainst the Assyrian suzerainty, and was assisted by Haz3el,
the chief of the Qedar {Assyrian Kidri)tribe, whese headquarterss
were in Palmyrena.

Isarhaddon about 676 suppressed a rebellion headed by
Tlaite’, the son and successor of Haziel, who, “to save his life,
forsook his camp, and, flecing alone, escaped to distant (parts)".?
Evidently the Bedouins proved a thorn in the side of the Assyrian
empire and wees incited to revalt by both Kgypt and Babylotia,
On his famows mareh (670) to the conguest of Egvpt, the terrible
Assyrian was so unnerved by his fearful privations in the Nerth
Arabian desert that he saw “two-headed serpents” and other
frightful reptiles that"flapped their wings'.* [saiah (301 6), in his
"hurden” of the beasts of the south, mentions “the viper and
fiery flying serpent”. Herodotus® assures us that “vipers are
found in all parts of the world; but the winged serpeats are
nowhere scen except in Arabin, where they are all congregated
together™.

In his ninth campaign, directed apainst the Arabian tribes,

* Lackeohill, wol, &, § 15, * Nielsen, flardduck, vol. 1, pp. 75 feg.

8 Luckenbifl, wol. i, § g, & Cf. b, wol §i, § 558,
t BL, II1, ch. 104,
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Ashurbanipal (668-626 p.c.)captured Uaite' and his armies after
- 3 severe struggle,
Many references are made in the Assyrizn annals to Arabian
chicfs "kissing the feet” of the kings of Nineveh and offering
them among other presents gold, precious stones, eyebrow dyes
(kohl, antimony), frankincense, camels and donkeys. In fact
we read of no less than nine different campaigns undertaken
by Sargon II, Scnnacherib, Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal to
* chastisethe unconquerable Bedouins who were for ever harassing
the Assyrian provinces in Syria, interfering with the caravan
rotites and receiving aid and comfort from Egypt and Baby-
lpnia, both hostile to Assyria. The "Urbi"” mentioned in these
campaigns must have been mainly Bedouing, and their land,
*Aribi"”, mnust have been the Syro-Mesopotamian desert, the
Sinaitic peninsula and North Arabiz. In Sinai the Midianites of
- the Old Testament and not the Nabataeans were those brought
under Assyrian control. The Sabaeans proper in south-western
Arabia were never subjugated by Nineveh., The Assynans,
. though rightly called the FRomans of the ancient world, could
not have brought under even nomiral rule more than the oases
and a few tribes in North Arabia.
Among the settlements of the north at this period Taymd' 4. Neo-
, {Témi and Te-ma-a of the Assyro-Babylonian records) won 2‘:’5&"'
special distinetion as the provincial residence of Nabomidus Persianre
{$56-539 B.C.}, the last king of the Chaldaeans. The Chaldaeans %:;”:1;
_had fallen heir to the Assyrian etnpire, which included, since the
days of Tiglath-Pileser 111 (745~727 B.C.), Syria and a portion
of North Arabia. In the third year of his reign Nahonidus, in the
words of a cuneiform inscription, “slew the prince of Téma™ and
“establishied himself in that oasis.t
>~ The most significant reference in cuneiform literature to this
Arabian oasis occurs in a chronicle relating to the fall of Babylon
(53¢ B.C.} into the hands of the Persians. The chronicle states
F'_LIhat Nabonidus was it &l Téni" in the seventh, ninth, tenth
.-and eleventh years of his reign, while his son (i.c. Belshazzar)
end the soldiers were in Babylonia.
¢ In 528 Camnbyses, the son and successor of the founder of the
:'_thsi“:.“ empire, passed through northern Arabia and made an
- alliance with its people while on his way to the conquest of
+ ¥ B'P. Dougherty, Neboniduz aad Belsfarsar (New Haven, 1920), pp. 1067,
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Egypt. Speaking of Darius, Herodotus® remarks: "“The Arabians
were never reduced to the subjection of Persia™.

The Tayma’ stone, bought by Huber (1883) and now deposited
in the Louvre, bears one of the most valuable Semitic inscrip-
Hons ever found. Its date goes back to the fifth century B.C.
Written in Aramaic, it records how a new deity, Salm of Hajam,
was introduced inte Taymd” by a certain priest who further pro-
vided an endowment for the new temple and established a heredi-
tary priesthood.® The new deity is represented in the Assydan
fashion and below him stands his priest who erected the stela,

The Jews were geographically next-door neighbours of the
Arabians and racially their nearest of kin, Echoes of the desert
origin of the Hebrews abound in the Old Testament.? Hebrew and
Arabic, as we have learned before, are cognate Semitic tongues.
Some of the Hebrew Ofd Testament names are Arabie, e.g, those
of almest all of Esau's sone {Gen. 360 ro-t4; ¢ Ch. 1 :35-9). A
South Arabianwaould havebut littledificulty inunderstanding the
first verse of Hebrew Genesis.® The rudiments of the Hebrew re-
Hion, modern research shows, point to o beginning in the desert,

On their way to Palestine from Egypt about 1225 B.C. the
Hebrew {Rachel) tribes sojourncd about {orty years in Sinal and
the Nufiid. In Midian, the southern part of Sirai and the land
east of it, the divine covenant was made. Moses married an
Arabian woman, the daughter of a Midianite priest,® a wor-
shipper of Jehovah who instructed Moses in the new cult. Yahu
{Yahweh, Jehovah) was apparently a Midianite or North
Arabian teibal deity. He was a desert pod, simple and austere,
His abode was a tent and his ritual was by no means elaborate.
His worship consisted in desert feasts and sacrifices and burnt
offerings from among the herds.® The Hebrews entered Palestine
az nomads; the heritage of their tribal life from desert ancestors
continued to be well marked long after they had settled among,
argl become civilized by, the native Canasnites.

The Hebrew kingdom in its heyday included the Sinaitic

! Bk, 117, ch, B8,

* G A, Cocke, A Text-Boak of North-Seemiee Fnsorptipns (Oxford, 100y),
PP. 1936, * Hos g:10, Jer. 2: 2; Dewt, 32: 10, oke.

¢ B. Montr in Zeificheafi fie dve Afliestamentleche Wissenschofi, n, =er.,
val, oy (1926}, pp B1 sepoy DD 5, Mnrgolwnth, The Relfotions fetmeen Arabr ord
frraelites [Londan, 1934}, pp. §, 15, Consult Fames A, Montgomery, Arofra ond
the Beble (Phaladelphia, 1924), ph 149 feq.

P Txogoa, 1B:ioerz. 1 Ex, 3+18, 51 1; Kum. 101 35-6,
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xpcninsula: Solomon had his fleet in the Guif of al-' Aqabah. Ophir.
whence the navy of Hiram and Solomon brought gold, alpum
and precious stones {1 K. 9:27-8, 105113 2 Ch. g:10), was
probably Zafir in "Umin. By the time of Job {22 : 24) Ophir
had become a synonym for a gold-producing land. Over a
century after Solomon, Jehoshaphat (873-849 B.C.} still held
sway over Elath (Esion-geber, modern al-'Aqabah) and the
frade routes leading thither and received tribute from the
Arabians who “brought him flocks™ (2 Ch. 17: 11}. In report-
ing his third campaign, dirccted (701) against Sytia-Palestine,
Sennacherib proclaims: “As for Hezebiah, the terrifying splen-
dor of my mujesty overcame him and the Urbi (Arabs) and his
mercenary (7) troops which he had brought in to strenpthen
Jerusalem, his royal city, deserted him'.? Hezekiah (1 Ch.
4 :41), and belore him Uzziab (2 Ch. 26 : 7), fought against the
Minaeans in and around the oasis of Ma'in {modern Ma'an),
Uzzish (702-740 B.C.) restored Elath to Judah and rebuilt the
town (2 K. 141 22). The Chronicler (2 Ch. 21 : 16, 17) reports
2 South Arabian raid against Judah which resulted in the loss
. of King Jehoram's (848-B44 B.C.) sons, wives and treasures,
although it is difficult to see how distant Sabaecans, ‘'the
Arabiang, that were near the Ethiopians”, could have carried
out such a raid. By the time of Nchemiah,? in the middle of the
fifth century B.C., the Jews were beginning to look upon their
south-eastern neighbours as enemies.
-~ Etymologically "Arab is 2 Semitic word meaning “desert” or Bibheal
the inhabitant thercof with no reference to nationality. In this 3%
sense Hebrew "Erch is used in Is. 21113, 13 20 and Jer. 3 @ 2. Tetument
In the Koran a'vd$ is used for Bedouins. Second Mac. 1z ; 1o ™ot
' makes Arabs and nomads synonymots, The first certain instance
- of the biblical use of the word as a proper name cccurs in Jer.
25:24: "kings of Arabia". Jeremiah's prophetic carecr fell
between 626 and 586 B.¢. The “ldngs” referred to were in all
- probability sheikhs of northern Arabia and the Syrian Desert.
_IB:q" the third esntury 1.C. the term was beginning to be used for
-« any,inhabitant of the peninsula, for 2 Ch. 21 : 156 makes mention
of "the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians™, leaving no
" doubt that the people whom the woriter had in mind were the
- .Lf."l.‘mlgians of the south-west, Le. Sabaszans. OFf the four best-
Vg = T Lichenbill, vel. o, £ 230, iWeh. 2219, 445,
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known kingdoms of ancient Arabia, viz. Saba’, Ma'in, Hadea-
mawt and Qatabin, the first three—and these were the important
ones—are mentioned in the Old Testament. In the commercial
chapter of Ezekiel (T after g7z B.C.) Arabia is coupled with
Kedar, and the articles of merchandise listed are exactly what
we would cxpect in the way of products from Arabia. From
verse 21 in this chapter (27), we learn that the Arabians of the
sixth century B.C. were engaged, as they are still enpaged today,
in brecding cattle which they sold to the neighbouring settlers,
From Jer. 3¢ 2 it is also evident that they were then notorisus
for highway robbery. Jer. 25 : 23 (American Revised) indicates
that they had their heads shaved except for a tuft at the top,
a practice similar to that of the Bedouins today,

Dedan (Ar. Daydin, referred to and mentioned repeatedly
in the Old Testament {Is. 21 : 13; Jer. 25 : 23; Ezek. 25 : 13), Is
modern al-"Ulz, an oasis in northern al-Hijgz. For some Gme it
was the headquarters of the Sabaeans in the northern part of
the peninsula. At the height of their commercial power the
Sabacans evidently exercised control over the transport roubes
leading through al-Hijiz northward to the Mediterranean ports
and had colenies planted along these routes.

The Kedar {Heb, Q&dar) meationed by Ezeldel,! the “"Kidri"
of the Assvrian annals® and the "'Cedrei™? of classical literaturs,
hedd sway over North Arabiz. Palmyrena with the region sonth-
east of Damascus was their hahiat,

The Shunammite damsel whose beauty is immortalized in the
Seng ascribed to Salomon (6:13, 1:5; f. 1 K. 11 3) was
probably an Arabian of the Kedar tnibe. If historical, the Queen
of Sheba (Arabic Bilgis), whe brought to the wise king of
Israel gifts of unigue value characteristic of South Arabia
(1 K. 10:10; 2 Ch. 9:9), must have had her headquarters
neither in al-Yamean nor in Ethiopia, but in one of those Sabaean
posts of garrisons in the north on the caravan roate, Mot until
two centuries after the age of Solomon (cq. 1000 B.C.) do the
Yamanite kings begin to fipure m inscriptions.

In Job & 19 the Sheba (Ar. Saba") are associated with Tema
{Tayma'}. Job, the author of the finest picce of poetry that the
ancicnt Semitic world produced, was an Arab, not a Jew, as tue

1 See nlse Is, 25 2 16; Gep. 250 13 1 Luckenbsit, vol. i1, £ 820, B6g.
¥ Pliny, BL. Y, ch ta.
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farm of his name (Jyp8b, Ar. Ayyib) and the scene of his book,
Morth Arabiz, indicate.? The appendix to the Book of Proverbs
contains the wise sayings ? of Agur son of Jakeh (Prov. 30: 1)
and of Lemuel {Prov. 31 1 1), the two kings of Massa, a tribe of
Ishmael (Gen. 25 : 14}. The names of these two persons occur
in some form in certain Minaean and other ancient South
Arabic inscriptions, In Baruch 3 @ 23 there is a reference to “the
Agarenes Jsons of Agar=Hagar, i.c. Ishmaelites or North
Arabians] that seek wisdom upon earth™.

“0Oedem’ and “Bene Qedem of the Old Testament, rendered
in the English versions (Gen. zg:1; Num. 23:7; Is. 11814
Jud.6: 33; Ezck. 25 1 4; Job 1 : 3) “east”, "children of the east”,
"oeople of the east”, ete,, correspond to Arabic sharg and
shargiyfn(east and easterners). In particular, the terms mean the
land and the Bedouins ¢ast of Palestine; in general, Arabia and
the Arabians. “Saracen” comes fromn this same Arabic stern and
iz one of a half-dozen words of Arabic origin which occur in
014 English, this word being used as early as the ninth eentury,
It had had 2 history of its own before the rize of Islam and can
be applicd 1o others besides Arabiang and Arabs.? Job, whose
book is considered a masterpicee of wisdom as well as poetry,
was a chief of the Bene Qedem (Job 1 : 3). In wisdom Seolomon
alone exceiled this tribe {1 K. 4 30). The “wise men from the
cast” {Mati, 2 1 1), therefore, who followed the star to Jerusalem
were possibly Bedouins from the North Arabian desert rather
than Magi from Persia.

In the post-exilic hiterature the word Arab usually signifies
Nabataean {2 Mac. § 1 8; 1t Mac, § : 30). First Maccabees 6 ; 35
menticns the Nabatasans as such. At the time of Paul the Naba-
tacun kingdom extended as far north a5 Damascus. The Arabia
to which Paul retired (Gal. 1 : 17) was undoubtedly some desert
tratt in the Nabataean district. The Arabians in Acts 2: 11
were also in all probability Nabataeans,

* Certain technicabltits of biblical Hebrew incleding parallelism, as ius.
trated in Job resemble 4 rabie pu&tim[t&dmiqﬁ?ﬂ:—:m cuaftﬂ: verse iz o eouplet
wonsitling of two parts which cemplement cach other mither appostionsily or ant-
thf"'mﬂl'r Inthe Middle Ages Hebre grammas was moedelled aiter Arabee prommae,

: CE. warh thase of Luqmin, Ko 311 11. ’
we In 15{5 h‘bﬂk, ﬂﬂll‘fﬂ?ﬂ-‘- guch torras o8 “history of the Saracens”, “Saracemc art™,
“Aﬁ?ﬁf mmé::;ar;;{ "'tf;fh‘,‘ﬁ& been w{-u»:ln-.d1i ﬂ.: “f,fmfﬂﬁ has ]:E:l;nadn t-::‘use

an” bitnn e peninsgla and "Amb' for an e-zpe i
Femson, partivalarly if o Meslem, ‘Tg Muslers "Muhkmmndan"ris :rb_]n-l:l.‘.E-c'.uF"::z!.]:lIL‘TFr
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Arabia and the Arabians were familiar to the Greeks and
Romans. The country lay across their path to India and Ching
and praduced commodities highly prized in the markets of the
west. [ts inhabitants were the middlemen of the southern seas, gy
their kinsmen, the Phoenicians, had been earlier of the Mediters
rancan.

The classical writers divided the land inte Arabia Felix
Arabia Petraea and Arabia Deserta, corresponding to the tripar-
tite political division of the land in the first Christian century, the
first being independent, the sccond subject to Rome and the third
norminally controlled in part by Parthia. Arabia Deserta included
the Syro-Mesopotamian desert {the Badiyvah). Arabia Petrata
{the rocky) centred on Sinai and the MNabataean kingdom,
having Petra for its capital. Arabia Felix comprised the rest of
the Arabian peninsula, the interior of which was then but little
known. It restriction to the Yaman, the region best known to
Europe, was a medieval crror, The name itself, meaning “happy™,
may have been an attempt to transtate Ar. yaman (to the right
hand), confused with ywsms, happiness. The district was called
Yaman because it lay to the right side, i.e. south of al-Hijss,
in opposition to al-Sha'm, ie. Syna, which lay to the left or
north.! Marcian {ea. A.D. 400) of Heraclea ® uses the term
“"Saraceni”. Before Marcian, Plolemy,® who flourished in the frst
half of the second ¢entury of our era, refers to the Saracens,
Ammianus Marcellinus,® a native of Antioch who wrote in the
latter half of the fourth Christian century, identifies the Saracens
with the Seenite Arabs.

The first mention of the Arabians in Greel: literature was made
by Aeschylus® (g25=-456 5.0, the reference being to a dis-
tinguished Arabian officer in the army of Xerxes. Herodotus?
(ra, 484—a2% B.C) follows with a reference 1o the Arabians in
Herxes’ army, who were evidently from eastern Egypt.

1 The "Sabnei®™ (Sabneans), “Mioag™ (Minoeans), “Hemenitze™ (Hunporiles),
* Seenitac' {tent-dwellers = Bedommns), “Hnlatas" (MNohatasans), "Catabano®
{Databhinites), "Chatresobitae" {people of Ifedramowt}, “Omorstae™ ('Umdaibes),
“Spchalitae” (inbnbitants of the S4hl, i e. the coan-jing, 1n s ease the souther
const fime, medievel ol-Shihr}—all these fpure 10 Greek and Roman proprnphies
mnd hustones.

3 Perzplus of the Outer Sea, tr. Willred H, Echofi (Philudelphia, 1g27), § 172,

* {rempraphra, ed Carolus F, A, Wobbe, vof o (Lepeip, 1887), Bl V, ol 157, § 3.

4 Reeum gestarerr, Bl X0, eb 1, § =, T M0, &b, 6,5 13,

¥ Persrans, o320, YL VIL g Gg
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“. 'To the classical authors from the Greek Eratosthenes (T ca.
156 B.C.}—the source of Strabo—to the Roman Pliny (f A.D. 79)
‘Arabia Is a land of fabulous wealth and huaury; it is the country
" of frankincense and other spices; its people love and enjoy
liberty. Indeed, what particularly struck Western writers was
the characteristic last mentioned. The independent character of
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the Arabian people has formed a theme of praise and admira-

_, ‘ton for European authors from the remotest times to the days of
’ Gibbona

- That the Arabians themselves were conscious of thase superior

fxillli‘hfa{!l’a.gﬁ which their natural environment afforded may be
inferfed from the debate with the Persian Chosrees in the
-presence of the Byzantine, Tndian and Chinese depuiies, in the

%2 Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fell of th :
L I{Lﬂng.uq, ‘E‘:‘ﬁ]rTﬂLiﬁ ;:3.; ins and Fzll of the Reman Empire, vd, [, B, Bury
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eourse of which the Arab delegation brought out as eloquently
and forcefully as possible the points in which their nation
exeelled! Dioderus Siculus? (. 2nd half of Ist cent, B.C)
affirrng that the Arabians “highty prize and value their liberty™,
In his Gegeraphy,® Strabo (T A.D. 24), on the authority of an
carlier Greek, states that the Arabians were the only people
who did not send their ambassadors to Alexander, who had
planned “to make Arabia the seat of empire™.*

Masters of the world, s they were, the Bomans failed to
fasten the yole upon Arabian necks. Their famous expedition
of 10,000 men conducted from Egypt under the leadership of
its prefect Aelius Gallus in 24 B.C., during the reign of Aupgustus
Ciesar, and supported by their Nabatacan allics, proved a signal
failure. Its object was admittedly to capture those transport
routes monopolized by the South Arabians and tap the resources
of al-¥arnan for the benefit of Rome. After months of southward
penetration the decimated army turned back to “Negrana"
(Najrin}, which it had captured previously, made the coast of
the Red Sea and ferried across to the Egyptian shore. The
return trip took sixty days, The farthest point in Arabia reached
was “'Mariaba", which was prohably not Ma'rib the Sabasan
metropalis but Mariama to the south-gast, The celebrated Greek
geographer Strabo, histerian of the expedition and himself the
personal friend of Gallus, blames the many misfortunes on the
perfidy of its guide, ""Syllacus the minister of the Nabataeans™.
Thus ended ipnominicusly the first, and indeed the last, military
campaign of major importance that any European power ever
ventured to conduct in inland Arabia.

To Herodotus® “the whele of Arabia exhales 2 most delicious
fragrance’, it being “the only country which produces frank-
ingense, myreh, cassia, cinnamon and ladanum, ... The trees
which bear the frankincense are guarded by winged serpents,
small in size and of varied colours, whereof vast numbers hanp
about gvery tree'? But the geoprapher Strabo iz slightly more
judicious than the over-credulous **father of history™'. To him also
South Arabia is “the aromatic country”? but its “snakes, a

1 Thn-"Abd-Rablil, of"fgd afofigrid (Cnivo, 1302}, vol. |, p, 125,
b Bohfrotkess ﬁ:;.l’anl’a" Bk, II, i, 1,8 3
* Bl XVI,ch., 5§18, f Bk XVI,ch g, 527,

" Pk, XV ch 4,523, ¥ AL, I, ch, 3.
T Bl 111, ch. 103. ' Bk XVI,ch. 4, § 25.
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of the land ! and adds, in another connection, that the Sabaei are
ihe best known of all the tribes of Arabia on aceount of thelr
frankincense’.? Clearly Hadramawt was in thoze days the frank-
incense land par excellence, The Greeks and Eomans evidently
presumed that all the commeditics in which the Arabians dealt
were native products of their own land, so jealously did the
merchants guard the secrets of their other sources in Abyssinia
and India and so strict was the monopoly.

Those same classical writers were greatly impressed by the
wealth of the South Arabians. Strabo® mentions cities ""adorned
with beautiful temples and palaces™. Pliny,* using Aelius Gajlog
{or authority, concurs.

While frankincense and spices were the products for which the
land was most famous, almost equally prized were the mineral
deposits, particularly gold, found along the western coast of the
peninsula from Midian te al-Yaman and to some extent in the
central portion of the land. Dicdorus® asseris that Arabia
possessed mines of pold so pure that no smelting was necessary,
Al-Magdisi® and al-Hamdani” (tenth century)} devote a para-
graph cach to the minerals of Arabia, emphasizing particularly
its pold.

Other treasured scraps of information are embedded in the
Greek and Latin records. Strabo® tells us that in South Arabia
polyandry of the type in which a number of brothers mamied
the same wife prevailed, that people lived incestuously and that
the law of primageniture, by which the eldest became the ehied,-
was observed. He further states that the greater part of their
wine was made of dates and that instead of olive oil scsame oil
was used.?

In his geography, written between 4.5, 150 and 160, Ptolemy,
whase projection of the known world was to determine the geo-
graphical ideas of both Europeans and Asians for many cen-
turies to come, gives us the result of an attempt to put into
scientific form the records and personal impressions of merchants
and travellers of his time. His map of Arabia is the first sketch
based on such information.

1 Ple. X1T, ¢h. 30, * Bk, V1, ch. 32, ' Bl XV, el 4, § 3.
LBy VI ch 3z * Bk. I, ch. 50, § 1.
* Ahsan al Fagdiim, ed, de Goepe (Leyden, 1877}, pp. (01-2.

T Sufat fasivat ol Avad, ed. DU H Malter (Leypden, 1834), pp 153-4.
"Bk XVI,ch.g, 4§25 b fErd, § 26, Phng, B VI eh. 32



CHAPTER ¥V

THE SADATAN AND OTHER STATES OF S0UTH ARADIA

Tie Schacans were the first Arabians to step within the TheSowh
threshold of civilization. They figure in the late cunciform in- Ao
seriptions. The oldest reference to them in Greek literature is chaot
_ in Theophrastus (} 288 B.C.), Hasteria plantarum? The south-
western corner of the peninsula was the early home of the
Sabaeans.
The fertility of that felicitous rain-favoured land, its proximity
to the sea and its strategic location on the India route were all
determining factors in its development. Here were produced
spices, myrth and other aromata for seasoning foods or burning
in the ceremonial of the court and the ritual of the church; fore-
most among these was incense, that most valuable commodity
of ancient trade. Thither did rare and highly prized products,
such as pearls from the Persian Gulf, condiments, fabrics and
swords from India, silk from China, slaves, monkeys, ivory,
gold and ostrich feathers from Ethiopia, find their way in transit
to Western marts. The author of The Periplus of the Erythracan
Sea® has left us (4D, 50-60) a bird's-cye view of the market of
* *Muzz", present.day Mukha (Mocha):

The faerchnndise imparted there consists of purple doths, both fine

: &nd enarse; elothing in the Arabisn style, with sleeves; plain, ordinary,

embroidered, or interwoven with pgold; saffron, sweet Tush, muslins,

clozks, blankets {not many), some plain and others made in the local

fﬂshmy: sashes of different colors, fraprant ointments in modecate
fueniity, wine and wheat, not much,

The Sabacans were the Phocnicians of the southern sea. They
knew its routes, reefs and harbours, mastered its treacherous
mensoons and thus monopelized its trade during the last
" millennium and a quarter before our era. The circumnavigation of
Arabia,stated a5 a theoretical possibility by Alexander’s admiral,
Nearchus, was in their case an actuality. To the Greco-Roman

A BTN, chog, by, B Tr, W. H. Schoff {New Vork, 1912), § 24,
49
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pilots the frankincense country was “mountainous and fop-
bidding”.! “Navigation”, according to the Perip/us,® “is danger.
ous along this whole coast of Arabia, which is without harbors,
with bad anchoreges, foul, inaccessible because of breakers and
rocks, and terrible in every way.”

Through the Red Sca the main maritime route led from Bib
al-Mandab to Widi al-Hammamit on the coast of Middle Egypt,
The inherent difficulty of navigating this sea, especially in its
northern parts, caused the Sabaeans to develop land routes
between al-Yaman and Syria along the western coast of the
peninsula, leading through Maldiah and Petra and forking
at the northern end to Egypt, Syria and MMesopotamia. The
Syrian branch strikes the Mediterrancan outlet at Ghazzah
{(Gaza), From Hadramawt, particularly rich in frankincense, a
caravan road led to Wa'ril, the Sabaean eapital, wheee it jained
the main commercial artery. Along this south-to-north route a
number of Sabacan colonies were planted. From these may have
come the Sabaeans whe Apured in the Assyrian and Hcbrew
tecords. An hisiorical snapshot has been preserved for ug
in Gen. 37:23 of 8 "caravan of Ishmaclites” coming down
“from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and
myrrh'.

The conquests which the South Arabians achieved were in
commerce and trade. The kingdoms they built were not military
states. The outline of their history can be delincated from such
references as those cited above in the ancient Sernitic and Greco-
Roman writings, from the semi-legendary traditions preserved
it early Moslem literature—particularly the works of Wahb
ibn-Munabbih (} in San's", ce. A.D. 728), al-Hamdani® (T ..
o45) and al-Himyari (f A.D, 1177)0—but above all from the local
sources made accessible mainly through the discoveries of
Halévyand Glaser. All this native South Arabian literature, hov-
ever, iz epigraphic—on metal and stone. Whatever perishable
material was used for recording business transactions, historl-
cal narratives, or strictly literary productions has entirely dis-
eppeared. The earliest Inscriptions found are mostly boustro-

1 Erythrocan Sea, § oo,

® Jbrid, § 20; D H. Muller, Dir Burger und Seklceser Skdarelienr nesh dem
LT e Homdied, 2 pis. (Vienno, 8781},

* Bk, WIII, ed. Nabih A, Toris (Princston, 19g0); The darfguitier of Sonf§
srabia (Frinceton, 1938} Bl X, ed. Muolubb-al-Tn al-Ikatib {Cniro, 1365).
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phedon, dating from the eighth or ninth century 8.¢. The in-
scriptions may be classified as follows: (1) votive, engraved on
tablets of bronze placed in the temples and dedicated to Almagah
{Ilmugah), "Athtar and Shams; (2} architectural, occurring on
the walls of the termples and other public edifices to commemo-
rate the name of the builder of or the contributor to the construc-
tion; (3) historical, reporting a battle or announcing a victory;
(4) police ordinances, inscribed on pillars in the entry; (5) funer-
ary, attached to sepulchres. Of special significance arve a few legal
documents which reveal a Jong constitutional development.
Carsten Nichuhr was the first to announce (1772) the existence
of South Arabic inscriptions. Joseph Halévy, who since Aeling

& Eomamnr ow hielng
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Frae “fowrnal of the Egyal Gevpraphoeal Socaery™ {Bag)
THE RUIKS OF NAQAD AL-HAJAT AND TWO LINES OF INSCRIPTION

WHICH FURNISHED EUROPE WITH TTS FIRST SIGHT OF 50UTH
ARABIC INSCRIPTION

Gallus (24 B.C.) was the first European to visit Najrin in al-
Yaman {1865-70), brought back copies of 685 inscriptions
rom thirty-seven different localities. Between 1882 and 1894
Eduard Glaser undertook four stientific expeditions to al-Yaman
which yielded some 2000 inscriptions, of which some are still
unpublished, In all we possess today about gooosuchinscriptions,
extending in date as far back as the seventh century B.C. Th. 5.
Amnaud, whe discovered the ruins of Ma'rib, copied in 1843 at
the risk of his life about sixty inscriptions. James R. Wellsted,
an English naval officer, published in 1837 a part of the inscrip-
."ton of Nagab al-Hajar and this furnished Europe with its second
= "“'tht of South Arabian writing, The decipherment was accoms
 Plished by Emil Rédiger of Halle (1837) and by Gesenius (1841).
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As revealed by these inscriptions, the South Arabic or
Minaco-5abacan language (also called Himyarite} has twenty-
mine letters in its alphabet. The characters represent in all prob-
ability an early forking from the Sinaitic, which constitutes the
connecting link between the Phocnician alphabet and its Egyp-
tian ancestor. These symmetrical rectilinear letters (at-mresnad)
point to a long development.! Its alphabet, like other Semitic
forms, consizts of consonants only. In noun formation, verh
conjugation, personal pronouns and vecabulary, Seuth Arabichas
certain affinities with Aldeadian (Assyro-Babylonian) and Ethi-
opic (Abyssinian). But it has the broken plural which character
izes Morth Arabic and Ethiopie. Akkadian, South Arabic and
Ethiopic represent in certain respects the older form of Semitic
speech, With the decay of the Yamanite colrure South Arabic
practically disappeared and North Arabic was substituted. The
literary fairs of the north, such as the Silq "Ukfz, the annual
heathen pilgrimage to the Ka'bah and the commercial relations
with Makkah hastened the process of substitution.

The first major kingdoms discernible through the mists of
South Arabien antiquity were the Sabacan and the Minaean,
which during a considerable part of their history were con-
termnporaries. Both kinpdoms began as theocoracies and ended as
secular kinships.

The Sabaeans were the most distinguished branch of the
entire South Arabian family. Saba’, biblical Sheba, their original
homeland, lay south of Najrin in the Yaman district, The
Sabaean period, according to the school of Arabists who hold
for the low {or short) chronclogy extended from about 750 B.C. to
115 B.C. with a change in the royal title at about 610 B.C.; the
Minacan from about Joo B.C., to the third pre-Christizn century.?
Mulcarrib?® was the title of the priest-king who stood at the head
of the state. Tweo early Sabaean mutkarribs, Yatha-amar and
Kariba-il, are cited in the royal Assyrian annals of Sargon 11
and Sennacherib® and must have reigned in the late eipghth and

¥ For spreimens sec Cerpur dereritfonnm Seonirearur, pars iv (Patds, 188 £

* Cf, Mielsen, Mandbuch, vol, i, pp. 84 seg 3 Tl V. Winnett in Sufiesin, American
Sekoelr af Orlental Rerearck, ne. 93 {1930), pp. 1-0; G Byckninns In Bulfetin,
Sekeolof Qrvemta amd Afrdeen Srades, ol =i [1 052), P I 423 Jacques R}ﬂqkmp.nsr
LAfurtitntion sonarckague e sAvabic wéridionale ovant Pfrilem (Loovain, 19518),
PR 357 st

* MIMEDR, vocalization uncertain.
4 Seo above, pp 37-8.
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early seventh century. In their heyday the kings of Saba’ cx.
tended their hegemony over all South Arabia reducing their
neighbour, the Minaean kingdom, to a state of vassalage. Sir-
wih, a day's journey west of Ma'nb, was the capital of Saba®,
Itz principal building was the temple of Almagah, the moon-god.!
Its princepal ruins, now called al-Kharibah, house a village of
hunidred persons. An inseription records that its surrounding wall
was buile by Yada'-il, an early mukarrib. Another inscription
records the victorious campaigns of Kariba-il Watar (ca. 450 B.C),
who first assumed the title "M LK [king of] 5aba’.

In the second perind of the Sabaean lkingdom {ex. Gro-
115 B.C) the ruler appeprs shorn of hiz priestly character,
MMa'rib, some sixty miles east of San's’, then becamne the capital.
This city lay 3900 feet above the sea. It has heen visited by only
a few Europeans, first among whom were Arnaud, Halévy and
Glaser. It was the meeting-place of the trade routes connecting
the frankincense lands with the Mediterranean ports, particu-
larly Ghazzah, Al-Hamdini in his F&#77 refers to three citadels
m Ma'rily, but the construction for which the oty was particu-
larly famous was the great dam, Sadd Ma'rib.? This remarlkahle
engineering feat, topether with the other public works of the
Sabacans, reveal to us a peace-loving society highly advanced
not only in commerce but in technical accomplishment as well,
The older portions of the dam were constructed in the mid-
gseventh pre-Christian century, The inscriptions make Sum-
hu‘alay Vanuf and his sot Yatha'-amar Bayyin themain builders
and cite restorations in the time of Sharabbi-H Ya'fur (A.D. 45—
450) and Abraha the Abyssintan (a1 g42% But al-Hamd&ni,
and after him al-Mas'gdi,* al-Isfahini® and Yigit,® regard
Lugpmin ibn-"Ad. a mythical personage, as the builder.

The Minaeapn kingdom flourished in the Jawf of al-Yaman
and in itz heyday included most of South Arabia, The original
Arabic form Ma'an (ablical Ma%n, Mc'tn, Me'in as a place

L Ahmed bnkhry, ofn Arcdaccfomeal fenrney fo ¥Femr m, wal 3 (Cafre, 1g5z). pp
2g-5t, Wendell Phillips, Qarcfar ane’ Shela (New York togs): Ruchard L. Bowen
and Feank P Alhnght Arcdosnforear Deecoieres o Sonck drabrs (Baltbmore
rp5E}

! Foos, p 4% For lescnpion o noms see ol Ao, pLoL, pp 5O ey

A ef-D8akad, ed. and te de Mewmanl and de Conrteille val i { Parin, 1Bige

p- 386
v T ks Sy AfRiGk abdArd weotAnfpd, ed Govwaldt (Laipop, 148}, p o2
b Bulddnm, wol, iv, p 383y
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nime) was later vocalized Ma'fn, meaning spring-water. The
pame survives in present-day Ma'in (south-east of Petra), an im-
portant colony on the northern trade route. Minaean inscriptions
near al-'Ula?! and Tabik attest the existence of several colonies
in this region serving as warchousesand relay posts. The Minaean
capital Qarniw, visited by Halévy in 1870, is modern Ma'in
(in southern al-Jawf, north-cast of San'd"). The religious metro-
polis, Yathil, also in southern al-Jawf, is present-day Bariqish,
north-west of Ma'rib. The Minacans spoke the same language as
the later Sabaeans, with only dialectal differences. The so-called
Minacan inscriptions include the Qatabanian royal inscriptions
and few Hadramawt texts. Carvings in the temple ruins of al-
Hazm, provincial capital of al-Jawf, represent suspended vessels,
probably wine offerings, gazelles and other sacrificial animals,
snakes which were divine symbols, dancing girlswhowere temple
servants, and ostriches evidently kept in sacred parks,

Other than the Minaean and Sabacan kinpdoms two other s
important states arose in this area QJatabin and Hadramawt. ]
The land of Qatabin lay east of the site of "Adan, that of m
Hadgramawt about where it is today. The Qatabin monarchy,?
whose capital was Tamna® (now Kublan), lasted from about
40030 B.C.; that of Hadramawt, whose capital was Shabwah
{ddassical Sabota), lasted from the mid-fifth century hefore
Christ to the end of the first Christian century. At times these
kingdoms were under Sabacan and Minacan hegemony. Arab
historians knew nothing about all these peoples whose inscrip-
tions extend from North Arabia to Ethiopia, who organized the
spice trade and undertook amazing public works.

From 115 B.C. onwards the entire area falls under new masters 4.
who stemmed from the southwestern highlands, the tribe nt'ﬂ
Himyar, Thence the civilization is referred to as Himyarite,
though the royal title remains “king of Saba’ and dhu-Raydan™.
Raydin later became known as Qataban. This marks the begin-
ning of the first Himyarite kingdom, which lasted ill about
A.D. 300, The word “Homeritae' occurs first in The Periplus of
the Erythracan Sea (about A.D. 60) and then in Pliny, The

| Libpdinue capital e 5 o5
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Himyarites were ciose kinsmen of the Sabaeans and, as the -
youngest branch of the stock, became the inheritors of the
Minaco-Sabacan culture and trade, Their language was pract-
cally the same as thiat of the Sabaeans and Minaeans before them,
Fliny's references to apriculture are confirmed by the wells,
dams and cisterns repeatedly mentioned in the inseriptions. The
collection of frankincense, considered a religious aet, was still
the sovrce of greatest income.

Zafir (classical Sapphar and Saphar, Sephar of Gen. 10 : 30),
the inland town, about ene hundred miles north-east of Mulkha
on the road to San'd", was the capital of the Himyarite dynasty,
Itdisplaced Ma'rib of the Sabacans and Qarndw of the Minaeans,

rator Muscum
HIMYARITE SILVER COIN

O, male head with menogtan; rev, male head with inseription reading
ERE'L WTR {Karibasla Water}
Ca, a0 50

Its ruing can still be seen on the surmmit of a cireular hill near
the modern town of Yarim. At the time of the composition of
Thr Periplus its king was Kariba-il Watar (Charibael of Tie
Periplns).

It was during this Himyarite period that the ill-fated Roman
coluthn under Aelivs Gallus penetrated as far 25 Mariama. The
"Ilasarus” of Strabo, who was the ruler at that tme, is Iii-
shariha Yahdub of the inscriptions.

Another notable occurrence in the early part of this period
was the estzblishment of Arabian colonists from al-Yaman and
Hadramawt in the “land of Cush”, where they laid the basis of
the Abyssintan kingdomand civilizaton and ultimately developed
a culture which the native negrocs could probably never have
achieved. The displacement of South Arabian tribes about the
middle of the fifth century of our era (eannected by popular
tradition with the breaking of the great dam of Ma'rib), which
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carried some to Syria and al-"Irig, may haveresulted in augment-
ing the carlier South Arabian settlements in Abyssinia. Along
the whole coast of East Africa there was an infusion of Arabiap
blood of far earlier origin than the Moslem invasion. The
beginnings of the kingdom of Aksim (Axum), the original E&E o
rucleus of later Abyssinia, belong to the first century after gp, - ax.
Chirist.

To ancther Ili-shariha (Lisharh ibn-¥ahsub of Yaqatl), of
the first century after Christ, is ascribed the most celebrated
custle of “'the Jand of castles™, as al-Yaman has been called,
Ghumd3n in San's”. As a measure of protection against Bedouin
raids the urban Himyarites found it necessary to erect well-
fortified palaces. Al-Hamdini, and following him Yaqit, have
left us detailed descriptions of Ghumdan, though by their time
it was but a gigantic ruin. The citadel, according to these geo-
graphers, had twenty stories, each ten cubits high—the first
skyscraper in recorded history. It was built of granite, porphyry
and marble. The king had his court installed in the uppermost
story, the roof of which was covered with one slab of stone so trans-
parent that one could look through it skyward and distinguish
betwesn a crow and a kite. The four facades were constructed
of stones of varjeus eslours. At each corner-stone stood a brazen
lion which roared whenever thewind blew. In a poem al-Hamdini
refers to the clouds as the turban of Ghumdin and marble as
its belt, The structure survived unt] the rise of Islam and was
apparently destroyed in the course of the strugple which estab-
lished Moslem supremacy in al-Yaman,

* The king of this first Himyarite period appears as a feudal
lord, residing in a castle, owning land and issuing coins of gold,
silver and copper, with his image on one side and an owl (the
Athentan emblem) or a bull's head on the other. Certain older
coins bear the head of Athena and show South Arabian depend-
ence on Athenian models as early as the fourth century before
our era. Besides coins, bronze figures of Hellenistic and Sasanid
workmanship are occasionally uncarthed in al-Vaman. Native
art shows no high antiquity. Semitic genius nowhere expressed
Itself through such a channel.

“The social arganization of the Sabaeo-Himyarite community
as revealed by the inscriptions represents a curious blend of the
¥ Buldin, wel if, p. §11, L 8.
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old tribal system, caste stratification and feudal aristecracy and
monarchy, presenting phenomena many of which may be dupli-
cated elsewhere but which in their aggregate seem unigue.

In the course of this first Himyarite peried the zenith of the
South Arabian power was passed. So long as the Yamanites
monopolized the maritime trade of the Red Sea they prospered;
but now the control was slipping out of their hands., Ths Pors-

time ernde Pfres of the Brythracan Sea [A.D. 50~60), the first record of

organized wading with the East in vessels built and commanded
by subjects of a Western power, marks the turning-point of the
tide of commerce. The great overland route through the Fertile
Crescent and connecting Europe with India, which was a source

Aradiak A uzrem

HIMYARITE SILVER COIN

Obv, head af Athenn, on her cheek Sabacan lester =5, ree owl, with olve spray
nad crescent. Coln beloags o 37d or 2nd cent B ., imatathen of the old Atke
type af 4th cent DG,

of cndless friction between the Parthian and Roman empires, had
been threatencd before this time by Alexander; but the southemn
maritime route to India remawned in the hands of Arabians
until almost the first century after Christ. Their tack consisted
in collecting the products of theyr own land together with those
of East Africa and India and carrying them by camel northward
from Ma'rib threugh Makkah to Syria and Egypt, thus aveiding
the hazards of the Red Sea. If, however, transportation by sea
secmed preferable the route ran either all the way up the Red
Sea to the canal connecting with one of the eastern arms of the
Iile or clse through the southern part of the Red Sea to Wadi
al-Hammamat and then across the Egyptian desert to Thebes or
down the Nile to Memphis The land route through al-Hijaz
was dottcd with Himyarite stations.! Strabo?® writes that the
caravan journcy from “Minaca to Aclana (al-"Aqabah} takes
L Spe Worn 34 a1k, "Bl XVi.ch 4 §4.
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seventy days. As the people of the West developed more and more

he taste for Orlental cloths, perfumes and spices, the Sputh
Apabians raised the price of their own products, especizlly
frankincense and myrrh, and increased the tolls on the foreign
goods which passed through their hands. In the meantime they
more jealously guarded their control over the routes. Henee their
proverbial wealth, Petra and then Palmyra became partners in
this commercial system, links in the chain, and consequently
shared in the ensuing prosperity, But now the whole situation
was beginning to chanpe.

When Egypt under the Ptolemies bezame once more a world
power the first attempt was made to contest the supremacy of
the sea with the South Arabians, Ptolemy I1 (285-246 B.C.)
réopened the Nile-Red Sea canal originally dug by Sesostris
some seventeen centuriespreviously. The consequent entry of the
Prolemiaic merchant marine into the waters separating Egypt
from Arabia proved the beginning of the end for the Himyarite
commercial activity, Rome, which captured Egvpt from the
Prolemies about the middle of the first cenrury 0.C., followed
the Ptolumnies in the policy of maritime competition against the

: Arabians and in the desite to free Egypt from commercial

dependence upon al-Yaman. In the days of Pliny Roman
citizens were already complaining of the high prices exacted by
the South Arabian traders for commeodities for which Rome had
to pay in cash because she had so little to offer by way of goods
they desired! The Abyssinians, evidently not content with the
share of spoils allotted them by their neiphbours to the east,
were now courting Roman alliance.

In the early Roman period a Greek or Roman, perhaps in
the Abyssinian maritime service, was initiated into the mysteries
of the sea routes with therr hazards and perodic changes of
mensoons, and trivmphantly returned to Alexandria with a
cargo of the greatly desired and highly priced articles, including
cinnamon and pepper produced in India, commodities which the
Westerners had believed to be of Arabian origin. This Hippalus,
-the Columbus of early Roman trade, was followed by others who
‘thus contributed to the final break-up of the Arabian monopoly.
But full advantage of the tmemorable discovery of the pertodioity
of the monsoons and the direct sea route to India was not taken
I Bliny B Xil ch w
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till sometime tater. The entry of the Roman shipping inte
the Indian Ocean sounded the knell of South Arabian pros.
perity! Economic decling brought in its wake, as it always does,
political ruin. Cne by one Petra, Palmyra and north-western
Mesopotamia fell under the paws of the Foman wolf.

& The About A.D. 300 the monarchizal title in South Arabia becomies

mm “king of Saba’, dbu-Raydin, Hadramawt and Yamanat". This

kingdom  means that by this time Hadramawt had lost its independence.
To this title a further addirion was soon made: “and of their
Arabians in the mountains and in the Tih@mab', Yamanst
{Yamfnah} might have then embraced the entire southern coast-
lends; Tihirnah was the Red Sea coast west of San's',

After an invasion from Abyssinia resulting in a short Abys-
sinian rule {ra. 340-78) the native Himyarite kings resumed their
long title and held their position t1ll about A.D. 525, In the Ak-
siimite inscriptions of the middle of the fourth century the Abys-
sinian monarch claims to be “king of Akstim, Himyar, Raydin,
Habashah,* Salh and Tihamah'. This was not the first or only
time the Abyssinians invaded Arabia, Once before, in the second
and third centuries after Christ, they must have succeeded in
establishing temporary authority over parts of South Arabia.

Nine of the Himyarite kings of this period are known to us
from inscriptions. Tubba' is the roval title that has survived in
Islamie literature. Amonpg the Himyarite kings best known to
later Arabic legends was one Shammar Yar'ash, who is repre-
sented as having conguered as far a3 Samarqand, which, accord-
ing to these legends, takes its name from him, Another was
abu-Karib As'ad Kamil, the Abi-kariba As'ad (ca. A.D. 385—420)
who is reported to have conquered Persia and who later embraced
the Jewish faith. The memory of the latter is still kept alive in
the Arabic ballads of adventure. This later Himyarite period
was signalized by the introduction of Christianity and Judaism
into al-Yaman.

Chrisii- The religion of South Arabia was in its essence a planstary
ot 2stral system in which the cult of the moon-god prevailed. The
el-Yamun moon, known in Hadramawt as 5In, to the Minaeans as Wadd
flove or lover, father), to the Sabasans as Almaqah (the health-
giving god?) and to the Qatabinians as “Amm (paternal uncle),

1 Cf George Fo Hooram in Jraswal of Near Eartern Studier, wol, zi [(1952),
P 2g1-5. t Le Hodmmawt, See Nicleen, Sondducd, vol. i, p 104,
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" stood at the head of the pantheon. He was conceived of as 2
_masculine deity and took precedence over the sun, Shams, whe
was his consort. ‘Athtar (Venus, corresponding to the Baby-
lonian goddess Ishtar, Phoenician “Ashtart), their son, was the
third member of the triad. From this celestial pair sprang the
many other heavenly bodies considered divine. The North
Arabian al-Lit, who fipured in the Keran, may have becn
another name for the sun-goddess,

" Cheistianity of the Monophysite type began to trickle in from
the north, particularly Syria, at an early date. Syrian mission-
- aties flesing persecution may have entered al-Yaman at times
unknown to us, but the first Christian embassy to South Arabia
that we read of was that sent by the Emperor Constantius in 356
_ under the leadership of Theophilus Indus, an Arian, The real
~motive hehind the mission lay in the international politics of the
rday and the rivalry between the Roman and Persian empires for
- gpheres of influence in South Arabia. Theophilus succeeded in
building one church at "Adan (Aden) and two others in the
tountry of the Hinyyarites. Najrin, into which Christianity of
. the Monophysite communion is said to have been introduced
. by*a holy man from Syria named Faymiyin (Phemion), em-
braced the new faith abont A.D, foo. Ibn-Hisham? and al-Tabari®
give us the legend of this ascetic, who was captured by an Arab
caravan and brought to Majrin. Ya'gib of Sarfj (s21) ad-
dressed a comforting letter in Syriac to the Christians of Najran.
Thesecond caliph, "Umar, deported (A.D. 635-6) to al-"Irdq those
of them who had failed to embrace Islam.® As late as A.D. B4o

we: hear of a Mir Petrus, bishop of San's’ and al-Yaman.
Judaism also became widely spread in al-Vaman under the
second Himyarite kingdom. It must have found its way early
_ into North Arabia, perhaps consequent to the conquest of Pales-
tine and the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 4.D. 0. Judging
by the names preserved most of the Jews in Arabia must have
been Judaized Aramaeans and Arabians rather than descendants
of Abraham. In the early part of the sixth century the Hebrew
“i‘liﬁi““ had such a hold vpon al-Yaman that the last Himyarite
king, dhu-Nuwis (a descendant of the Tubba' As'ad Kamil),

! vk, od, Wostenfold (Gottingen, 1855), pp 20-22.

! Te'Mab of Retul, ed de Goeje, val o [Leyden, 1881-8)
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o ' Dalidlun, Furaf, p, 65 = Hita, Oregans, pp. toi-z, See below, p. 169,
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was 2 Jew. Virtually all the hundred thousand Jews in al-Yamag
have been, after 1048, transferred to Tsracl,

Rivalry between the South Arabian converts of the two newly
introduced moncthelsticreligions led to active hostility, Evideatly
dhu-Nuwis, representing the nationalistic epirie, associated the
native Christiang with the hated rule of the Christian Abys-
ginians. To this Jewish monarch is ascribed the famous massaere
of the Christians of Najrin in October 523 (s0r. 853 4.1 Daws
dhu-Tha'labin {or Thuubin) survived, according to Arahic
tradition, and implored the Emperor Justin I for aid, the
Byzantine emperor at that time being regarded as the protector
of Christians everywhere. The emperor wrote to the Negus
(Najashi} of Abyssinia {Kaleb Ela Asbeha in the inscriptions),
for he represented the Christian power nearest the scene of
trouble. The Negus is said to have sent 40,000 men across the
Eed Sea to Arzbia under a certain Aryit. This campaign there-
fore falls within the network of the international pelitics of that
age: Byzantium was seeking through Abwssinia to bring the
Arabian tribes under her influence and use them against Persia?
The Abyssinians were victorious in 523 and again in g25. The’
feader on the latter eccasion was Abrahah (variant of Abrabam),
onginally an officer under Aryat, but who by this time had
fallen out with his commander and taken over the supreme
command. According to al-Tabari,? dhu-Nuwis, setting spurs
to us steed, “plunged it into the waves of the sea and was never
seen again®, Thus came to his end the last Himyarite monarch,
and with him the period of the independence of al-Vaman was
terminated. All that remains of the glorious memory of the
ancicnt Himyarite dynasty is today perpetuated in the name of
an obseure tribe, Himyar, east of "Adan.

The Abyssinians came as helpers, but as often happens
remained as conguercrs. They turned colonists* and remained -
from 325 to 375 in control of the land whence their ancestors
had long befere emigrated to the African shore. Abrahah, the
acknowledged Aksiimite viceroy, bwnlt in San'd’, now the capital,
one of the most magnificent cathedrals of the ape, called by
the Arabian writers 81-Calis (al-Qulays, al-Qullays, from Gr.

1 Bee Axwel Moberg, T2e Book of the Himyarsies (Lund, 1824).

¥ Procopius, Hefory of the IWars, ed and tr. 11 B Dewng (Lenden, 10e4h
Bk. 1, ch 20, f8oma3.
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ANCIENT ARABIA
Peaples, Plates and Routes
[octpdleg b il [ader Monfam bewcd)
.'.. v Eagilth Milee

(R T 0 S
t 1 ¥ L -
Sic ot Qe F ]
yemet { i ATY

i I‘nthrl-!.::-

ARABIAN TRIBES
at the Rise of Islam
.

adhhlf

Ai-fab * glAhEN
[ -
e ‘;_l'lldr-l!
Hamdin
-n-}‘!'l."ﬂh- @Q‘“
! lrhﬂ?,}-
T -

N bl Madin sl i =
T
- — il il
1 ; i = =
dro e ——
Ty "Ul:ke Al-Tafadmah = =
: Al TH U
t Ji )
i ".-
e
e ™
— | — a .
e
= -3
| e L AT 1‘1 WMy G
-..-.""":._..___v S, TAd- Bayddd
| = 1 Micdnnr
K I 4‘-1' aShiske
'-5-'.‘ &1:“ wib ataghe —
] E f__{.J* Phivr lf_:.::
":{;{??{g‘i&;_{fhd: d-'lrl:m‘\b';l:f_-'t Miahrah . i e
L. F ook S L e
et TR AORRE ey AT Ewarah = = =

o —

Eloy T il Lo



The
brexking
of hMa"rh
dem

64 THE PRE-ISLAMIC AGE PART L

erbléria, church), The cathedral, of which little is left today bt
the site, was built from the ruins of ancient Ma'rib.

The Christian Abyssinians were evidently intent upon con.
verting the land "and creating a rival to pagan Makikah, the
centre of pilgrimage in the north, for pilgrimage was a source
of great income to those whe dwelt in the city to which the pil
prims travelled or beside the roads leading thither. In the
cstablishment of a southern religious shrine that would draw
large crowds, to the detriment of the Hijaz sanctuary, the Abys-
sinian overlords were evidantly successful. Indecd the memory
of this economic-religious rivalty has been perpetuated in the
local tradition in which two Arabian pagans of the Fugaym
tribe, attached to the cult of the Ka'bah, poliuted the San's’
cathedral on the eve of a festival, causing Abrahah to undertake
a disciplinary expedition against Makkah, The incident s said
to have taken place in the year of the birth of the Prophet
{z70 or g71), which year has been dubbed "dm af-f37, the year of
the elephant, after the elephant which accompanied Abrahab
on his northward march and which preatly impressed the
Arabians of al-Hijiz, where elephants had never been seen. The
Ahyssinian army was destroyed by smallpox, "'the small pebbles"
(rizfil) of the Koran

To this period should alse he assipned the memorable event
immertalized in Islamic literature as “the bursting of the pres
dam" of Ma'rib ovccasioned by the great flood.* Al-Isfahani,?
who devates the eighth book of his annals (Rnished A.D. g61) to
Himyarite kings, puts the tragic event four hundred years hefore
Islam, but Yaqit? comes nearer to the truth when he assipns it
to the reign of the Abyssinians, The ruine of this dam are visible
to the present day. A dated Seuth Arabic inscription (date
corresponding 1o AJD. 543-3) by Abrahah dealing with ane of
the breaks has been discovered and published by Glaser.®

This breach in the time of Abrahah was preceded by one in
A.D. 450 when the water broke the dam. But the works were
then restored. The final catastrophe alluded to in the Koran
{34 :158) must have taken place after taz and before 570
Connected with one of the early breaches in the dyke was the

b 1o 1 13, See ol-Tabard, Fafrlr al-Qur'dn (Bolig, 1329, vol, =x3, P, 19%; iho-
Hisham, Sirak, p. 16, ity e

1 Koran 34 : 15. T O, ol p. toh. 4 Buldde vaol,iv, p. 383

* In Metteifurgen der vorderarisiacton Geseliredeft (Beddin, 1897), pp. 360458,
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Jn-gig:m_iu::a of the banu-Ghassin to the Hawrian region in Syria,
where they became the bulwark of Roman rule, and of the banu-
Lakhm to the Hirah region, where a number of South Arabic
inscriptions have recently been unearthed. The banu-Ghassén
chose the year of the breaking of the dam as the starting-point
for un era of théir own.! Besides the Ghassin and Tanidkh of
Syria and al-"Irdq, the banu-Tayyl, Kindah and other large
and powerful tribes of North and Central Arabia claim South
Arablan origin. There are today families in Syria which trace
their entry ints the country back fo this same event.

Later Arab imagination seized upon this spectacular episode
of the great flood and bursting of the dam to explain the whole
age-long protess of decline and decay in South Arabian trade,
agriculture,® prosperity and national life; a decline due, as we
hiave already learned, to the entry of Roman shipping into the
Red Sca, the intreduction of the dwvisive infiuence of new religions
and the subsequent submission to foreign rule. The legend of
“the bursting of the dam™—ifor so it became in Jater annals——
is perhaps to be analysed asa concentrated and dramaticre-telling
of a long history of economic and sociclogical causes that led
to the disintegration and final downfall of South Arabian society
Hm'lid as the erystallization of the results of a long period of decay
inte ene single event, And, with what appears to be a subtle

- apprecintion of the intangible quality of the true causes lead-

-"ing up to this tragedy, the chroniclers® report that a rat turned
over a stone which fifty men could not have budped, and thus

_ brought about the collapse of the entire dam. Muzayquyd’ (Amr

"_ibn-‘Amir M#'-al-Sams") was according to tradition the ruler

% [l_:‘r:'l'rilr:s; whose reign this rat did its momentous and epoch-making
vork.

-, The national movement to free al-Yaman from Abyssinian Then
rule found its hero, so the tradition goes, in a scion of the old Fe7

. Himgar royal line, Sayf ibn-dhi-Yazan. The suceessful struggle
tirah) of Bayf in his romance found a place in the Arabic saga
end, revised and embellished in Egypt in the course of the four-

, \venth century, is still recited by Arab story-teliers in the cafés of

<t AlMag'edi, £ ol Tombr z

¥ For the HH:I;I.? af D]J!I'L::l:: dﬁé;ﬁfﬁfﬂ?@fa%ﬂdﬁﬁfﬁ’iiiﬁ& in historie

tieesy Alois Mual, Mertbesn A2E2 (New York, 10283, pp 304-18

¢ " Mua'adi, Muengf, vol. wy p. 383, Yaqy, Buldén, vol. v, p. 354, of. Mas'ady,
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Cairo, Beirlit and Baghdad. Sayi, according to tradition, sought,
but paturally failed to receive, Constantinople's aid againsy
Abyesinia, for the latter power was Christian and thercfore
friendly to Byzantium, He was then presented by the Arab king
of al-Hirah to the Persian sovereign, Kisra Anlsharwin, at the
Sasanid court in al-Mad&'in (Seleucia-Ctesiphon), The destinies
aof the world were then chiefly in the hands of the Christian
Byzantines and Mazdean Persians, Aksiim acting as the un-
official agent of Byzantium. The Thristian Arabians were pro-
Byzantine and looked to Ceonstantinople for protection and
countenance; the Jewish and pagan Arabians were pro-Persian
and expected aid from Ctesiphon. In response to Sayf's prayers
the Persian emperor in 575 sent eight hundred men under
Wahraz for Wahriz), who routed the Abyssinian garricon in
al-¥aman and freed the country from the hated African rule,
At first a system of joint administration was instituted with Sayf
as titular head. Sayf took up his resldence in the ancient castle
of Ghumdin, which was evidently in ruins during the Abys-
sinian rule, But soon al-Yaman was converted inte a Persian
satrapy and the South Arabians found they had only changed
one master for another.

In this tradition we have preserved for us a clear recollection
of the rivalry between the two powers an cither side of Arabia
—Zoroastrian Persia and Christian Abyssinia (backed by By-
zantinm}—to inherit their neighbour, the defunct South Arabian
kingdom. The native Christian Arzbian sympathy with Byzan-
tium served as a wedge for Abyssinian intervention, while Jewish
and pagan leanings toward Persia gave the [atter its opportunity.
With the Syro-Arabian desert in the north barring the penetra- .
tivn of world powers South Arabia thus acted as the gateway
through which these powers found their way into the peninsula.

In 628, the sixth year after the Hijrah, Badhin, the ffth
Persian satrap of al-Yaman, embraced Isfamn. With the birth
of this new religion the centre of interest in the peninsula shifted
to the north. Henceforth the stream of Arabian history flowed
in northern channels, with al-Hijiz replacing al-Yaman in
public consideranon.



CHAPTER VI

THE NABATALAN AND OTHER PETTY EINGDOMS OF
NORTH AND CEMTRAL ATABIA

ASIDE from the South Arabian kingdoms a few petty states x, The
. evolved during the pre-Tslamie peried in the northern and central ¥

parts of the peninsula. These North Arabian states, like those
: of the south, drew their strength mainly from commerce and
" were in no sense militaristic either in their inception or in their

development. The earliest among them was the Nabataean

kingdom.

We read of no Assyrian campaign directed against the

" Nabataeans, because they were nat then on the main route to the
west. In the carly part of the sixth century B.C. the Nabataeans
{2l-Anbat, classical Nabataei)® came as nomadic tribes from
what is today called Transjordan and occupied the Jand of the
Edomites (ldumaeans, the descendants of Esau), from whom they
later wrested Petra. The predecessors of the Edomites in this
and of Seir" were the Horites (Hurris)® The Nabatacans,
from their metropolis Petra, came into possession of the neigh-
bouring territory. Petra, a Greek word meaning rock, is a trans-
lation of the Hebrew Sela® mentioned in Isaiah 16:1, 42: 11
and 2 Kings 14 : 7.? Al-Ragim* is the Arabic correspondent and
. the modern name s Wadi Miisa (the valley of Moses). The

ancient city, Jocated on an arid platcau three thousand fect high,

presents teday the spectacie of a vast glowing necropolis hewn

in a rack (Umm al-Biyarah) whose sandstone strata exhibit

almost all the colours of the rainbow,

For upwards of four hundred years, beginning toward the end

of the fourth century B.C., Petra was & key city on the caravan
*_raute between Saba’ and the Mediterranean.
' Qur first detailed account of the early history of the Naba-

i Heb Nabayith, Assyr Mubaitn, Nnbaats, are apperently eot the Nabatatans,
. a6, 30w *Cf 2Ch 25 13, Jeo 49,16, Ob 34,
= ¥ See Josephie, dwtguisrer, Bk, LY, b L E7.chy .

by
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taeans comes from Diodorus Siculus (T after §7 B.C)). About
31z B.C. they were strong enough to resist two expeditions sent
against them by Antigonus, Alexander’s successor as king of
Syria, and retwrp victoriously to “the rock™3 They were then
within the Prolemaic sphere of influence. Later they becams

il

3

the allics of Rome and nominally co-operated in the famous ine -

vasion of Arabia in 24 B.C. by Gallus. In the reign of Hirithath
{al-Iiarith, Aretas IT1, ca. 8762 8.C.) the Nabatacans first came
into close contact with the Romans. It was then that the roayal
coins were first struck. Julies Caesar in 47 B.C. called on Maliky
(Milik, Malchus I} to provide him with cavalry for the Alexan.
drianwar. His successor, "Obfdath (" Ubaydah, Obodas I, ca, 28~
g B.C.), was the ruler under whom the Roman expedition to Arabia
took place. Arabia Petraca, whose capital was Petra, reached its
height under Harithath IV {5 B.C. to A.D. 40). At the lime of
Christ the Nabataean kingdom extended north as far as Damas-
cus, which together with Cocle-Syria was wrested from Seleocid

hands by Harithath HI (ca. 87 5.0 It was an cthnarch of _'

Hanthath TV who endeavoured to arrest Paul in Damascus.?
Al-Hijr (Mada'in Salih) in northern al-Hijiz must have also in
the first century of our era been included in the Nabatacan
kingdom, as the inscriptions there attest. The names of all the
MNabatagan monarchs from Harithath 1 (169 B.C.) to the last
independent ruler, Rabbil 11 {4.D. 70-106), are known to us.?
In A.D. to5 the Emperor Trajan put an end to the Nabatacan
autonomy and in the following year their territory became a
regular Reman province,

After Diodorus, Josephus (f e#. A.D. 95 iz our chiel source of
information about the Nabatacans, but Josephus was interested
in them only as they crossed wires with the Hebrews. To him
Arabia meant the Nabataean state reaching castward as far as
the Euphrates. Malchus or Malichus {(Ar. Malik), mentioned by
Josephust as the "king of Arabia" whom Herod and his father
had befricnded, and the Malchus® (Malchuz IT, A.D. 40-70} who
about AP, 67 sent 1000 hotse and sooo {oot to the assistance of
Titus in his attack on Jerusalem, were both Nabatacars, In
I Mac. 5:25 and 2z Mac, 5 : 8 the Nabatacans are identified

! Driodores, Hie. XEX 28 o4 12 Cor. 11532
¥ See the list in Coole, Merth-Sempic fuporgpieons, o 216

& Antagusires, Bk, XUV, ch 14, § 1; The_ferush Har, Bl I, ¢k, 14, § 1.
® Jewask War, Bk, 1L, ch, 4, 3 2,
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with the Arabians. The modern Huwaytat Bedouins are regarded
as the descendants of the Nabatacans,

Though they spoke Arabic as an everyday language the Naba-
tacans, in default of an Arabic stript at that eatly date, used the
Aramaie characters of their northem neighbours. Disdornst
refers to a lerter of theirs written to Antigonus “in Syriac charae
ters”. Aramaic was used by them as the lanpuage of learning and
trade, but the mistakes made in the Aramaic inscriptions which
have survived, the Arabic proper names and the use of such
Aralne expressions as ghayr (other than) betray the Arahic
vernacular of their authors. .

This Wabataean cursive script, taken from the Aramaic,
developed in the third century of our cra into the script of the
North Arabic tongue, the Arabic of the Koran and of the present
day. Morc particularly it was transformed into the round naskli
script in distinction to the angular Ad# (Wufic), which owes its
name to al-Kifal-—thepgh employed before it was founded—
and waz uced almeost exelusively for the ¥Koran and early official
documents, monuments and coins. One of the oldest Arabic in-
scriptions is that of al-Iaméarah in castern Hawrdn, which goes
back to A.D, 328 and was sct up as an epitaph on the tomb of
Imru'-al-Qays, a Lakhmid king of al-Hirah, Mo Nabataezn
literature has come down to us other than epigraphic.

The Sinaitc peninsula, close to the Nabatacan homeland and
the scene of the promulgation of the Ten Commandments, has
within the last years yielded probably the obdest alphabetic
inscriptions ever found. These inscriptions were discovered 2t
Sarabit al-Khadim and removed to the Cairo Muscum, Many
attempts have been made at their decipherment. The writing was
done presumably by Sinaitic wotkers in the turquoise mines and
dates from about 1850 B.C—some eight centuries befere the
Aliram inscription of Jubayl (ancient Gebal, Gr. Byhlog) found
by Montet and considered one of the carlisst Phoenician in-
seriptions.

After the development of the Sinaitic alphabet its characters
were catried into northern Syria, and there turned into actual
cuneiform, as the Ra’s al-Shamrah tablets of the late fifteenth
century indicate? This newly discovered script is clearly alphas

1 Bk, XIX, ch oA,
1 F.-A Schaefler in Sprm, vol. = (rozg), pp. 285 a7, Charles Virolleawd, réed
PP 304 1cu
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hnnahzcd. it w-adge—shaped signs.
: Fur a.Inng time it has been recognized by modern 5chulars
‘that-the th.mmans, who were the first to use an exclusively
.'ﬂph:lheh:‘. system of writing, must have originally received the
; basrs for their system from Egyptian hieroglyphic sourees, but the
gap alwa}rs seemned wide between the two systems. The Sinaitic
ﬂ.::rmng now’ comes in to bridge that gap. The Sinaitic Semite
tnnk,, fof' i ms.,ancc, from the hieroglyphics the sign for ox-head
{nnr I:FLI'!I!E' whiat “os-head™ was in the Egvptian lanpuage) and
.callcd this sign by the name of the ox-head in his own language,
rfqpﬁ. Then according to the principle of acrophony he used this
Sign for the sound 4. The same treatment he accorded to the sign
 for "hm_nse",'mﬂmg it £2¢% and vsing it for the sound # and so on.
Tliis Sinailic origin of the alphabet explains how it could have
Em,n-tmnsm:tted on the one hand to South Arabia, where it
?imdmmntaﬂ rndﬂpendﬁnt development and wasemployed by the
raeans perhapsas early 2s 1200 8.C., and howon the other hand
was (‘Enmed northward to the Fhu-ﬁmcmn coast, With the trade
turqumv- which the Arabs sold to the Phoenicians, went the
pliabct,just'as it later went with the trade from the Phoenicians
‘the Graeks to becomie the mather of all European a]phabets
i criptions, discovered in the voleanic Safa region of
-Hawran; which date from about A.D. 100 or later,! as well as the
*'U'Edﬂmfr:and:]'_ah}famteutst:rlp"mnsﬂfal—'Uiamﬂﬁﬂhemal-Huaz _
M{ﬂ'tr: 50 gﬂled proto- Arabic) of the seventh to the third century
“WCiyand the Thamidic writings of the same region, particularly
£: al:Hij, anid Taymd' (cf the fifth century 8.C. to the fourth
-Cheistian century); represent in their epipraphy by-forms of the
Saiith Afabie alphaber; * but the langlage of all these inscrip-
15 North Arabie “differing but little from the well-known
n-ss:cai ﬂ-t‘ahtv: The Thamfdic graffiti are a development of the
—t!'l‘_\"ﬂ-[‘lilti_: s:trlpt ’anothm‘ de‘mlupment of which is seen in the
@-f g‘r‘afﬁLI. Thc Safa m.smptmns are the northernmost South
EY, "ﬁ"'nn.elt; .-‘I .S'-I".!rf_p of the Likpenite and Themudic Juroriprions
ronto; 1947), .55, "
Bimi: Dussaud] L.-.ur Avabas e Syris cvant Fielam {Paris, 1999), pp. 5773

shisd F. ’h‘iur_-]cr, Vn_}wqgr arihiolopiqne au Sofe of danr le Djebel ed- Dz
Ei’lr-:. 161 o 30
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Arabian writings found, The South Arabic seript has alse sur-
vived in Ethiopie.

The historiczl relations of the three northern peoples who used
these similar seripts, Safaitic, Lihyanite and Thamidic, have not
been completely determined. The Libyfnites, whom Plinyl
mentions under the name Lechicni, were an ancient people,
probably a section of the ThambGd, and their capital Daydin
wasz once a Minaean colony on the great trade route which
carried the merchandise of al-Yaman and India to the Medi-
terranean ports. After the fall of Petra (4.0, 105} the Liliyinites
seem also to have held the important Nabataean centre al-Hijr
{modern Mads'in Salil), once a Thamiidic town. The Minaean
as well as the Nabataean civilization greatly influenced the later
LikyEnite culture. The ruins of al-'Ula, which include tombs
decorated with sculptures in high relief, indicate an advanced
pre-Islamic civilization of which very little is known.?

Petra reached its greatest wealth and prosperity in the fist
century of our era under the patronage of the Romans, who
treated it as a buffer state against Parthia. On three sides, east,
west and south, the city was impregnable. Carved out of the
solid rock, it was surrounded on all sides by precipitous and
almest impassable cliffs and was entered through a narrow
winding defile. The city provided the only spot between the
Jordan and Central Arabia where water was not enly abundant
but invitingly pure. Here the South Arabians obtained on their
northward caravan march fresh relays of camels and drivers.
Thus the Mabataeans formed an important link in the com-
mereial chain by which South Arabia flourished. The spectacular
ruins of Petra still sttract many tourists gnd constitute an im-
portant source of inenme to the modern state of Transjordan.

Petra had a kind of Ka'bah with Dishara {Dusares), wor-
shipped under the form of a black rectangular stone, at the head
of the pantheon; AlAt, identified by Herodotus? with Aphrodite
Urania, was the chicf female deity. Dashara (dhu-Shara, Le.
the lord of Shara) was later associated with the vine, intro-
duced to the land of Nabataeans in the Hellenistic peried, and

* Bk, VI, ch, 32,
f Consult Tduard G[IJ-EIEI. Shfemr der Geredichie und E‘tz'j?'a‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂ! Araliens [ﬂer];n,
1890}, wol. i3, pp. 68-127; Tnusaen nnd Savignae, Mfirraw arehielopiqur e Arabis

(Paris, 19:_;-;—], T 25051,
2 Bl III, ch &
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as the god of wine borrowed some of the traits of Dionysus-
Bacchus,

P
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. _ In the first two centurics after Christ, as the sea route to India
became more and more familiar to the Roman sailors, as the
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caravan route from cast to west was gradually diverted to a
more northerly region centring at Palmyra, and as the north-
to-south trade took a course farther east corresponding to the
later pilgrimage route and the present Hijaz Railway, Pera lost
its advantageous position and the Nabataean state began to
decline, After the reduction of the city in A.D. 1035 through the
cupidity and short-sightedness of Trajan, Arabia Petraca was
incorporated (106) inte the Roman empire under the name
Provincia Arabia, and henceflorth the history of Petra remained
almost a blank for many centuries.?

The new conditions created in Western Asia by the Parthian
conguest of Mesopotamia and the new routes which began to be
used on a large scale after the first century of our era gave
prominence to a city situated In an oasis in the middle of the
Syrian desert and whose fame has since become werld wide.
This is the city of Palmyra [Ar. Tadmur), whose present ruins
are among the most magnificent and least-studied remains of
antiguity. Located between the two rival empires of Parthia
and Rome, Palmyra depended for its security upon the main-
tenance of a balance between the two and in profiting by its new-
trality.® Its geographic position, with its plentiful supply of fresh
and mineral waters, afforded a rendezvous not only for the eastern
and western trade but for the south-to-north commerce starting
in South Arabia. The “chief of the caravan’ and the “chief of the
market'" figure in inscriptions as leading citizenz? In the course
of the second and third centurics of our era this desert metropolis
became one of the richest cizries of the Near East.

Tadmer (the early Semitie name of Palmyra) enust have heen
a very ancient settlement, for it was cited under the name Tad-
mar of Amurruf in an inscription of Tiglath-Pileser I (ea.
1100 B.C.). So impressed by its ruins were the Arab story-tellers
that they aseribed its oripin to the jinn who, they believed, had
buiit it for King Sclomon.

Exactly when the Arabs came into possession of Palmyra local
tradition tdoes not seem to remember. The first authentic mention
of the town iz when Mark Antony in 42—41 B.C. made a vain

1 A vecently identified Mabotacan site, "R, tmenty-fve miles cast of al-"Agahoh,
iz koranic Iram (shr. Bg = 8.

¥ Phoy, Bk, ¥, <h, 21. ! Cooke, pp. 274, 259,

¥ Lackenbill, vol. i, 8§ 287, 308. The Hebrew chronicler {2 Ch, §:4) amd the
Greel: teanslntor of 1 K. g - 18 esaluzed it with Tamar in Idomaes built by Sclomon.
Cf. Bzok. 47 1 19, 45 : 25,
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”Iatjtempt to possess himself of its riches. Its earliest native inserip-
tion goes back io g B.C., at which time Palmyra was already an
important trade centre between the Roman and Parthian states,

_The city must have come within the Roman political orbit
early in the imperial period, for we find decrees relative to its
ciustoms duties issued in AD. 17, In the time of Hadrian {A.B.
11538 Palmyra and its dependent cities became vassals of
Rome. As a consequence of Hadrian's visit in 130, the city
reccived the name Hadriana Palmyra. Septimius Severus {A.D.
193-211) transformed Palmyra and its towns into provincial
cities of the empire. At the beginning of the third century Pal-
myra assumed the status of u colony, but even then it must have
enjoyed administrative independence with only a nominal recog-
nition of Roman suzerainty. Palmyrenes then began to add to
their names Roman ones. The Romans recognized the city's
military importance, for their road from Damascus to the
Tuphrates passed through it.

Palmyra reached its perind of splendour between AD. 130
and 270. Te this period most of its inseribed monuments belong,
Its international trade extended as far east as China, and as a
city ereated by the caravan trade it became the true heir of Petra,

The Palmyrenes did not distinguish themselves as warriors pgaynam
until their chieftain Odaynath {Ddcnathusl Ar, Udha}*nahj '““
drove out of Syria Shipiir 1, who in A.D. 260 had captured ﬂ'n:
Emperot Valerian and cnnqunra& z large portion of Syria.
Odaynath pursued Shapir to the very walls of his capital,
Ctesiphon (al-Mada'in}. In the protracted struggle between the

" Romans and the S3sinidg, who succeeded (226) the Parthians,
the Palmyrene chief sided with the former and was appointed in
262 dux Orientis, vice-emperor over the Orient. The Emperor

"+ Gallienus bestowed on him the honorific title of lmpe:rator and
acknowledged him master of the Roman legions in the East.
This meant that ever Asia Minor and Egypt the supreme author-
ity was nominally in his hand; over Syria, North Arabia and
possibly Armenia it was virtually so, Thus did Palmyra become
mistress of Western Asia. Four years later (266-7) Odaynath and
- his eldest son were trcuchemusl} assazsinated at Ilims (Fmesa),
-possibly at'the msugahun of Rume. which had suspected him of

- dlsluyalt:,r -

Ddagnath's beautiful and a.ml:rmous wife Zenobia (Aramaic

el %
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Bath-Zabbay, Ar. al-Zabbi", also Zaynab) proved a worthy
succeszor. Ruling on behalf of her young son Wahb-Allath (the
gift of al-L&t, Greek Athenodorus) she arrogated to herself the
title of Queen of the East and for 2 time defied the Roman empire.
With masculine energy she pushed forward the frontiers of her
kingdom so as to include Egypt and a large part of Asia Minor,
where the Roman garrisons in 270 were thrust back as far as
Ankara {Ancyra). Even in Chalcedon opposite Byzantium a
military attempt was made to establish her rule. Her victorious
iroops in the same year occupicd Alexandria, the second city
of the empire, and her minot son, who was then proclaimed
King of Egypt, izsued coins from which the head of Aurelian
was omitted. Her success on the battiefield was due in the main
to her two Palmyrene generals, Zalibay and Zabda,

Aurelian at last bestirred himszelf. In a battle at Antioch
followed by another near Mims he defeated Zabda, and in the
spring of 292 he entered Palmvea. The prond Arab queen fled
in despair on a swift dromedary into the desert, but was finally
taken captive and led in golden chains before the chariot of the
victor to grace his triumphal cotry into Reme. En route to his
capital Aurelian was informed of an uprising in Palmyra and
thereupon speedily returned to the city, completely destroyed
ite walls and dissolved its commonwealth. The ornaments of the
glorious Temple of the Sun (Bel) he transferred to the new temple
he erected in Rome to the sun-pod of the East in memory of his
notable victory. The city was left in ruins, in practically the same
statc as at present, Thus did the brilliant and meteoric glory of
Palmyra come Lo an end.

The Palmyrene civilization was an interesting blend of Grack,
Syrion and Parthian (Iranian} efements. It is significant not
only in itself but, as in the case of the Nabatacan civilization
which we have already studied, as an llustration of the cultural
heights which the Arabians of the desert are capable of attain-
ing when the proper opportunities present themselves. That the
Palmyrenes were of Arabian stock 15 evideneed from the proper
names and the frequent occurrence of Arabic words in their
Aramaic inscriptions. The lanpuage they spoke was a dialect
of Western Aramaic not unlike the Nabatacan and Epgyptian
Aramaic. Their religion had the prominent solar features that
characterized the religion of Narth Arabians. Bel, of Babylonian
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origin, stood at the head of the pantheon; Baal Shamin (the lord
of the heavens) figured in votive inscriptions and no less than
twenty other names of deities occur in Palmyrene.

With the fall of the ephemeral kingdom of Palmyrena land
traffic sought and found other paths. Busrz (Bostra) in Hawrin
and other Ghassinid towns became beneficiaries of the desert
city as that city had itself once been the beneficiary of Peta.

The Ghassanids caim descent from an ancient South Arabian
tribe, headed formerly by "Amr Muzaygiya® ibn-"Amir M&'-al-
Samd’, whith is supposed te have fled to Hawr@n® and al-
Balgsd® from al-Vaman towards the end of the third Christian
century at the destruction of the Ma'nib dam. Jafnah, a son of
"Amr, fs regarded as the founder of the dynasty, for which abu-al-
Fida'? claims thirty-one sovercigns, Hamzah 2l-Isfah@ni? thirty-
two, and al-Mas'fidi* and ibn-Qutaybah ® only eleven. These
figures show how obscure Jafnid histery has remained to Arab
chroniclers,

This ¥Yamani tribe displaced the Salth, the first Arabians to
found a kingdom in Syria, and established itself in the region
stuth-cast of Damascus at the northern end of the great trans-
port route that bound Ma'rib with Damascus. In course of time
the banu-Ghassin were Christianized and Syrianized, adopting
the Aramaic lanpuage of Syria without, however, abandoning
their natve Arabic rwonpue, Like other Arabian tribes in the
Fertile Crescent they thus became bilingual, About the end of the
fifth eentury they were broupht within the sphere of Byzantine
political Influence and used as a buffer state to stay the overflow
of Bedouin hordes, serving a purpose not unlike that of Trans-
jordan under the British today. Facing the Byzantine empire
as they did, the GGhassinids adopted a form of Christianity which,
thouph of the local Monophysite variety, still coincided with
their political interests, Their capital was at first a movable
camp; later it may have become fixed at al-Jibiyah in the
Jewlin (Gaulanitis) and for some time was located at Jillig.®

The Ghassinid kinpdom, like itz rival and-relative at al-

1 Assyrinn Hanedng (of. Tuchenkill, vel, i, £ 672, B21), ublical Dachan, classical

Aurammps.
1 Fa'rika {Constantinople, T286), wol. i, pp. 56-5.
T (34, caf. pp DIIG-23. ¢ Afurdy, vol iu, pp. 217-21,
V AlAfa deef, od. F. Wikstenfeld (Gotangen, 185, pp 31416,
* Comsult Leone Ceetand, Aarwaly dell'Sridm (Miinn, 1g10), vol. s, p. 928,
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Hirah, the kingdom of the Lakhmids, attained its greatest
impaortance during the sixth century after Christ. In this century
al-Hirith 1I ibn-Jabalah of Ghassin (ca. 529-60) and al-Mun-
dhir 111 tho-M3"-al-Samd’ of al-Hirah (Alamundarus of Byzan.
tine historfes, T 354) dominate Arab history. This al-Harith
(nicknamed al-A'raj, the Jame, by Arab chroniclers) is the first
suthentic name and by far the greatest in Jafnid annals. His
histery ean be checked with the Greek sources® As a reward for
defeating his formidable Lakhmid rival, al-Mundhir I1I, the
Byzantine Kmperor Justinian appointed him (520) lord over all
the Arab tribes of Syria and created him patricius and phylarch
—tht highest rank next to that of the emperor himself. In Arabic
the title was rendered simply mefid, king.

The preater part of al-Héarith's Jong reign was eccupied with
wars in the service of the Byzantine interests. About 544, in a
battle with al-Mundhir 111, the latter captured a son of al-
Harith and offered him as a sacrifice to al-"Uzza, the counterpart
of the Greek Aphrodite.® But ten years later 2)-Hirith took his
revenge and slew his Lakhmid enemy in a battle in the district
of Qinnasrin. This battle is perhaps the " Day of Halimah" of
Arabic tradition, Halimah being the daughter of al-Harith who,
before the battle, perfumed with her own hands the hundred
Ghassinid champions ready for death and clad them in shrouds
of white linen in addition to coats of mail.®
+ In.363 al-Harith paid a visit to the court of Justinian I at
Constantinople.® The appearance of this Bedouin phylarch lefta
deep impression on the emperor’s entourage. During al-Harith's
stay in Constantinople he secured the appointment of the Mono-
physite bishop Jacol Baradacus (Ya'qib al-Barda'i) of Edessa
a4 prelate of the Syrian Arabs. 5o zealous was this Jacob in the
propagition of the faith that the Syrian Monophysite church
became known after him as Jacobite.

AlHarith's suecessor was his son al-Mundhir, also Alamun- AL
d::n.u:a in Byzantine chronicles. Like his father, al-Mundhir proved ﬁ::’:{m"'
an ardent protector of Monophysitism,® and this temporarily - o

1 Procopive, Bk T, ch. 17, 55498, Toannes Malalns, Chromaprgpdie, cd. L. o
Binduel (Boom, 1831}, pp. 425, 261 2oq. * Procopins, Bk 11, ch. 28, § 11.

: Ihn-Qatwlah, pp. 314-15; o, aheal-Tids", vol. i, p. B4

: Theaphenes, Chrozograpia, ed, C, de Boor (Leipzip, 1533}, p. 240
. John of Ephesua, Eeelotrastieal Hestory, of. Wilham Cureten {Oxford, 1823),
ppeagii tr B, Payne Smith (Oxfard, 1854), pp. 282-5.
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alienated the sympathy of Byzantium and resulted in an open
rebellion on the part of the Ghassinids. In 580 he visited Con-
stantinople with his two sons and was received with great honour
by Tiberius 11, who replaced the precious diadem on his head
with a stll more precious crown. In the same year he successfully
raided and burned al-Hirah,? the capital of his Lakhmid foes,
But this was not enough to remove the suspicion of treachery to
the imperial cause with which his father before him had been
charped. At the dedication of a church in Hiwirin, between |
Damascus and Palmyra, he was apprehended and taleen prisoner
to Constantinople, later to be incarcerated in Sicily. Likewise his
son and successor, al-Nu'man, who ventured to raid and devas.
tate Byzantine territory, was carried away to Constantinople,

After al-Mundhir and al-Numin anarchy seems to have pre-
vailed in Ghassinland. The various tribes in the Syrian desert
chose their own chieftains. The capture of Jerusalermn and
Damascus (613-14) by the Sasinid Khusraw Parwiz dealt the
last blow to the Jafnid dynasty, Whether Heraclivs on his
reconguest of Syria in 629 restored the Syro-Arab phylarchate
is uncertain. Arab chroniclers make Jabalah ibn-al-Ayham the
last king of the house of Ghassin. On the memorable battlefield
of Yarmik {636) this monarch fought on the Byzantine side
apainst the Arabians, but later adopted Islam. As he was cie
cumambulating the Ka'bah in the course of his first pilgrimage,
so the story gocs, a Bedouin stepped on his cleak and the
ex-king slapped him on the face, The Caliph "Umar deereed
that Jabalah should either submit to a similar blow from the
hand of the Bedouin or pay a fine, upon which Jabalah renounced
Islam and retired to Constantinople.?

The degree of enlture attained by the Ghassinids, neighbours
of the Byzantines, was undoubtedly higher than that to which
theoir rivals on the Persian borderland, the Lakhmids, ever
attained. Under their régime and during the earlier Roman
period a peculiar civilization seems to have developed along the
entire castern fringe of Syria from a mixture of Arabic, Syrian
and Greek elements, Houses of basalt, palaces, triumphal arches,
public baths, agueducts, theatres and churches stood where today
there is nothing but utter desolation. The eastern and southern

* John of Eplsus, p, 415 (text), = p. 385 (i),
* Thn-"Abd-Rabbali, fod, vel. i, pp 140-31.
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sopes of Hawran have preserved the ruins of almost three hun-
dred towns and villages where only a few exist at the present day.

A number of the pre-Islamic pocts of Arabia found in the
Ghassinid phylarchs munificent patrons. Labid, the youngest of
the seven poets who composed the famous “Mu'allagat”, fought
on the Ghassanid side in the battle of Haliraah. When al-
Nabighah al-Dhubyini fell out with the Lakhmid king he found
in the court of the sons of al-Harith a haven of refuge. The
Madinese poet Hassin ibn-Thabit (b. £a. 563), who claimed kin-
shipwith the banu-Ghassin, visited theircourt in his youth before
he became the poet laureate of Mubammad and made a number
of references to it in his dfwdn (anthology). In an apocryphal
passage ascribed to him? we have a glowing acconnt of the
lwcury and magnificence of Jabalah's court with its Makkan and
Babylonian and Greek singers and musicians of both sexes and
its free use of wine®

From time immemorial streams of Arabian wanderers have
heart wont to trickle along the eastern coast of their peningula
to the Tigro-Euphrates wvalley and settle therein. About the
beginning of the third century of our era a number of such
tribes, calling themselves Tantkh and said te have been of
Yamanite origin, found an abode in the fertile repion west of the
Euphrates. Their advent may have coincided with the disturh-
ances consequent to the fall of the Arsacid Parthian and the
estoblishment of the S3sanid dvnasty {A.D. 226),

The Taniikh lived first in tents. Their temporary camp
devtloped in course of time into permanent al-Hirsh (from
Syriac ferts, camp), which lay about three miles south of
al-Kgfah, not far from ancient Babylon. This al-Hirah became
the capital of Persian Arabia.

The native population was Christian belonging to the East
Syrian (later HNestorian) Church and was referred to by Arab
authors as "¢, i.¢. worshippers (of Christ).* Some of the Tandkh
were subsequently Christianized and domiciled in northern
Syria. The Tanfikhs who later came to southern Iebanon and
professed the secret Druze religion trace their origin to the
Lakhmid kings of al-Hirah

+ Abneenl-Fuay al-Tebaliini, ab-Aghdn: (Billi, 128y-5), vol. xvi, p. 15.
ﬂmulng the Chrstinn families livsng tedny in seuthem Lebunod are some which
tl'ﬂ:.‘! their dascont ta Glnssod g}ﬁﬁin_ O Tﬂbﬂ.ﬁ, — 51 P 170,
Cf. Hiln, The Oragans of rhe Drruse Fepple end Relypienr (New Yerk, 1938,

; epring, 1ol p 01
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Traditionnames Malik ibn-Fahm al-Azdi®as the first chieftain
of this Arab settlement in al-'Ir3q and makes his son Jadhimah
al-Abrash a wassal of Ardashir. But the real founder of the
Lakhmid kingdom was “Amr ibn-"Adi ibn-Wasr ibn-Kabi'ah
ibn-Lakhm, a son of Jadhirnal's sister, who had married a
servantof Jadhimah."Amr established himsclf in al-Hirah, which
he made his capital.

With the establishement of the Nageid or Lakhmid dynasty in
the latter part of the thivd century of our erz we begin to teead
on firm historical pround. The names of some twenty Lakhmid
kings have been handed down 1o us, but the first clearly deline-
ated persenage is Imreu’-al-Qays I (f A.D. 328), whose epitaph
iz the oldest proto-Arabic inscription yet discovered. The seript
is a variation of the Nabatacan character and shows many signs
of transition towards the later North Arahic seript, particularly
in the matter of joining the letiers.®

A descendant of Imru’-al-Qays was al-Mu'min I al-A'war (the
onc-eyed, @, 400418}, cclebrated in poctry and legend. He
is credited with having built zl-Khawarnag, & famous castle
near al-Hirah, a8 a residence for Bahrim Gor, the son of Ya=-
dapird 1 {3uo—-420), who was anxious to have his zon brought up
in the salubrious air of the desert. Al-Khawarnaq was declared
a miracle of art and was ascribed by later historians to a Byzan-
tine architect who suffered the fate common to many legendary
architects in being put to death on the completion of his werk
—z favourite motif in such stories—se that the construction
might never be duplicated. Al-Nu'mén remained a papan
throwghout his life and at one time persecuted his own Christian
subjects and prevented the Arabs from visiting St. Simeon
Stylites, though in the latter part of his life he felt more kindly
disposed towards Christianity. Simeon was himself an Arab
and the erowds of the desert flocked to see the wonderful sight
of this aseetic living on a pillar-top. The erection of al-Sadir, a
castle associated in poetry with al-Ehawarnaq and lying “in the
midst of the desert between al-Hirah and Swyria®,® is aleo
attributed to al-Wu'min. Al-Sadir and other Lakhmid Afraks
are: loday but names, Nene are identified except al-Khawarnag,

Under al-Nu'min's son and successor, al-Mundhir { (ea.

! The Azd and the Tanidkh were confedernted into one fribe in al-"Trig.
& Dussaud, Ler Arabes en Syrie, pp. 34-5. 1 Yagit, vol. i, p. 375
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A.D. 418-62), al-Hirah began to play its important réle in the
events of the day. Seo great was al-Mundhir’s influence that he
could force the Persian priests to crown Bahrim, onee the
protégé of his father, over the claims of a powerful pretender ta
the throne. In 421 he fought beside his Sasanid suzerain against
the Byzantines.

In the first half of the sixth eentury al-Hirah was ruled by
another Mundbir, al-Mundhir III (¢s. gog=g4), whom the
Aralbseall ibn-M3'-al-Sama’ ,Ma'-al-Bama’ {the water of heaven)
being a sobriquet of his mother Mirvah or Mawivah, His
was the most illustrious rule in Lakhmid annals. He proved
a thorn in the side of Roman Syria. His raids devastated the
land as far as Antioch until he found more than a match in
the Ghassinid al-Harith? About this al-Mundhir, al-Aghdnud®
relates the curlous story of the two boon-companions whom he
is gaid to have buried alive in the course of a carousal.

His son2nd successor, "Amr, surnamed jbn-Hind {A.D. 554-60),
though tyrannical was a munificent patron of pocts. The grestest
bards of Arabia then living, such as Tarafah ibn-al-"Abd, al-
Harith ibn-Hillizah and "Amr ibo-Kulthiim (three of the seven
reputed authors of “Golden Odes™, Afw'aflagds), flocked to his
caurt. "Amr, like other Lakhmiid and Jafnid monarchs, recognized
in the contemporary pocts leaders of public opinion and potential
publicity agents. Hence the lavish bounties which he and other
patrons, with the hope of seeing their influence extended among
the Bedouins, bestowed on the poets who frequented their courts.
‘Amr met his death at the hand of his protégé ibn-Kulthiim,
who thus avenged an insult to his mother by the king.

Hind, the mother of "Amr, was 2 Christian princess of Ghas- The
sin; others say of Kindah. She founded in the capital a convent E—:;L
which survived into the second century of Islam;® Vagit# has Chas
preserved for us its dedicatory inseription. In this inscription "M
Hind calls herself “the maid of Christ and the mother of His
slave ["Amr] and the daughter of His slaves”. That there were
,Fhrisﬁans among the populace professing the East Syrfan creed

15 indicated by the many references to the bishops of al-Hirah,
one of whom lived as carly as A.D. 410,

. ¥ Procoptus, Bk, 1, ch, 17, £ 45-5; Meleles, pp. 434-5, 425, 450 se.
_,_: Vaol, =g, i;'P B6-&. CF, ihﬂ-QL‘lh;fhh, P 3I0; I;fnh:':n{, ?'L'ﬁ.{-é1 g 1.
** Tubar, vol. if, pp. 1882, 19a3. L Vol i, p. o
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The Lakhmid dynasty came to an end with al-Nu'min 11
abu-Qabis {eo. 580002}, son of al-Mundhir IV. He was a
patron of the famous poet al-Mabighah al-Dhubyani before the
latter was driven from al-Hirah as a result of a false accusation,
Having been brought up in a Christian home, al-Nu'min was
converted to Chtistianity and became the first and only Christian
Eabkhmic king. That no member of the Lakhmid house saw fit
before this rime to adopt Christianity, the faith of the Byzantines,
may be explained on the ground that the Hirah kinps found i
to their political interest to remain friendly with Persia. Al-
Mu'min was baptized into the East Syrian (MNestorian} com-
munion, the one least objectionable to Persia.

The Arab eivilization of al-Hirah, which faced Persia, did not
attain the hiph depree reached by the Arab civilizations of Petra,
Palmyra and Ghassinland under Syro-Byzantine influsnee. The
Arabs of al-Hirah spoke Arabic as a daily language but used
Syriac in writing, just as the Nabataeans and Palmyrenes spoke
Arabic and wrote in Aramaic. The Christians in the lowet valley
of the Euphrates acted as the teachers of the heathen Arabs in
reading, writing and religion. From al-Hirah the beneficent
influences spread into Arabia proper. There are those who hold
that it was the Syrian church of al-Hirah which was responsible
for the intreduction of Christianity into Najrin. According to
traditions preserved in ibn-Rustah? it was from al-Hirah that the
Quraysh acquired the art of writing and the system of false
belief.? From this it is clear that Persian cultural influences
likewise found their way into the peninsula through the Lakhmid
kingpdom.

After al-Nu'min Iy3s ibn-Qabisah of the Tayyi' ruled
{6o2-11}, but beside him stood a Persian resident in control of
the povernment. The Persian kings thus incautiously abolished
the system of Arab vassalzpe and appointed Persian governors
to whom the Arab chieftains were subordinate. Such was still
the arrangement in 633 when Khilid ibn-al-\Walid at the head
of the Meoslem army reccived the submission of al-FHirah.?

As the Ghassinids stood in relation to the Byzantines and the
Lakhmids to the Persians so did the Kindite kings of Central

L ALA' 3y al-Nafirek, ed. de Gosje (Leyden, 1592), p. 193, 1L 2-3, sod p. 217
. g-1e, CF, ibn-Qrotnybah, pp. 275-4. ' ' ' '

! Ar. zondeged, from Ferd. sondfk = Muogian, fre-worshippsr; Maniclinean,
herstie, ¥ Tedny where al-Firah cnes stood Ue o few low mounds,
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Arabia stand in relation to the last Tubba's of al-Yaman.

' Within the peninsula they were the only rulers to receive the title

of malit (king), vsually reserved by the Arabians for foreign
potentates.

* “Though of South Arabian erigin and, at the time preceding

the rise of Islam, settled in the region to the west of Hadramawt,
the powerful Kindah tribe is not meationed in early South
Arabian inscriptions; the first mention in history is in the fourth
century of the Christian era. The reputed founder of the dynasty,
Hujr, surnamed Akil al-Murir, was according to tradition a
stephrother of the Himyarite Hassin ibn-Tubba® and was
appointed by the latter about A.D. 480 ruler of certain tribes
whom the Tubba' had conguered in Central Arabial In this
position Hujr was succeeded by his son "Amr. "Amt’s son al-
Hiirith, the most valiant king of Kindah, was the one who for
a short ime after the death of the Persian Emperor Qubadh,
rendered himself master of al-Hirah, only to lose it (about 526}
to the Lakhmid al-Mundhic TH. Al-Moendhic put al-Harith to
death in 329 together with about fifty other members of the
royal family, a fatal blow to the power of Kindah, Al-Harith
may have resided at al-Anbdr, a ¢ity on the Euphrates about
forty miles north-west of Baghdad,

The discord among the sons of al-FHarith, each heading a
Jribe, led to the dissolution of the confederacy and the final
downfall of the ephemeral kingdom, The remnant of Kindah
were forced back to their settlements in Hadramawt, This
brought to an end one of the two rivals of al-Hirah in the
three-cornered fight for supremacy among the North Arabians,
the other rival being the Ghassnids. The celebrated poet
Imru'-al-QOays, composer of one of the greatest of the Golden
Odes,? was a descendant of the royal Kindah line and made many
Vain attempts to regain a part of his heritage. His poems sre bitter
with raneour against the Lakhmids. In quest of aid he went as
far a5 Constantinople, hoping to win the sympathy of Justinian,

_ the encmy of al-Hirah. On his way back, so the tradition gocs,

he was poisoned (about 540) at Ankara by an emissary of the
ctnperor.®
Y Isfabiing, Fe'rikk, p, 140; 1thn-Qutaybab, p. 308; Gunrar Ohnder, The Krepr of

Kimga {Lund, 1927, pp 38-5. ? See Lelow, r 0.
¥ M-Va'gtil, Tia'r 158, ed B Th, Houtsmn (Leyden, 1883), vol §, p 251; Olinder,

FR. 1118,
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In carly Isiam a number of Kindites came into prominence.
Chief among these was al-Ash®ath ibn-Cays, the Hadramawt
chieftain who distinguished himself in the conguest of Syria
and al-'Iriiq and was rewarded by the governship of a Persian
province. The descendants of al-Ash'ath held important posts
under the Umayyad ealiphs in Syria. Al-Muganna',? the veiled
prophet of Khurdsia whe posed as an incarnation of the deity and
for years defied the forces of the *Abbé&sid Caliph al-Mazhdi, was
probably a Perssan, not a Kaindite, The earbiest phulosopher of
Arabian blood was Ya'qib tha-lshiq al-Kindi.® whose nullen-
niumm Baghdfd celebrated in 1962

Kindah's tise 15 mteresting oot ooly i self but as the frst
attempt m inner Aratna to umte 2 number of tribes around the
central auvthorty of one common chief As such the experiment
established a precedent for al-Hyiz and Muhaminad

A here of Themas Moare's Lotfa Rookk Hee below, p 350
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CHAPTER VII

AL-HHJAZ ON THE EVE OF THE RISE OF ISLAM

IM its broad ouiline Arabian history comprises three main
£ras;

i. The Sabaco-Himyarite period, ending at the beginning of
the sixth century after Christ;

z,.The Jghilivah perfod, which in a sense extends from “the
creation of Adam® down to the mizsion of Mubhammad, but more
particularly, as used here, covers the century immediately pre-
ceding the rize of [slam;

3. The Islamic peried, extending to the present day,

The term pikaliyak, usually rendered “time of ignorance™ or The Jah-,
“barbarism', in reality means the period in which Arabia had '¥*h 47
no dispensation, no inspived prophet, no revealed book; for
ignorance and barbarism can hardly be applied to such a cul-
tored "and lettered society as that developed by the South
Arabians. The word occurs several gmes in the Koran (3 ; 148, !
£155 33:33 48:26). In his anxety to wean his people

“from pre-Islamic religious ideas, particularly from idolatry, the
intensely monotheistic Mubammad declared that the new
religion was to obliterate all that had gone before it. This was
‘latqr interpreted as constituting a ban on all pre-Islamic ideas
and ideals. But ideas are hard to Lill, and no ene persan’s veto
is strong enough to cancel the past.

Unlike the South Arabians the vast majority of the population
of Worth Arabia, including 2l-Hijiz and Najd, iz nomadic. The
history of the Bedouins is in the main a record of guerilla wars
called ayypdm ol Arab (the days of the Arabians), in which there
was a great deal of raiding and plandering but little bloodshed.

The sedentary population of al-Hijaz and Najd developed no
“ancient culture of its own. In this they were unlike their neigh-

bours and.kindred, the Nabataeans, Palmyrcnes, (Ghassanids
+ 2nd Lakhmids, The Nabatacans, and to a larger extent the
0 L) E?
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Palmyrenes, were partially Aramaicized; the Ghassinids and
Lakhmids were South Arablan colonists amidst Syro-Byzantine
and Syro-Persiancultures, Qurstudyof the Jihiliyah period there-
fore fimits ilzelf to a survey of the battles betwesn the northern
Bedouin tribes in the century preceding the Hijrah and to an
account of the outside cultural influences operating among the
settled inhahitants of al-Hijiz preparatory to the rise of Islam.
The light of authentic record illumines but faintly the Jahi-
liyah age. Our sowrces for this period, in which the Nerth
Arabiane had no system of swriting, are limited to traditions,
legrends, proverbs, and abowve all to poems, none of which, how-
ever, were comumnitted to writing before the second and third
centuries after the Hijrah, two to four hundred years after the
events which they were supposcd to commemorate. Though
tradiional and legendary this data is none the less valuable; for
what a people believe, even if untrue, has the same influence
over their lives as if it were true. The North Arabians developed
no system of writing untl almost the time of Muhammad. The
oply three pre-Islamic Arabic inscriptions thus far found
{besides the proto-Arabic inscription of Imru'-al-Qays in al-
Namirah, 328) are those of Zabad south-east of Aleppo (512),
of Harrdn in al-Laja (68) and umm-al-Jimél (same century).
The term Arabians, as already explained, includes in its
broad sense all the inhabitanis of the peninsula. In ifs nammow
sensc it implics the North Arabians, who did not figure in inter-
national affairs untl the unfelding of the Islamic power, Lile-
wise the term Arabic signifies the Himyarite-Sabaean as well as
the northern dialect of al-Hijaz, but since the latter became the
sacred lanpuage of Islam and utterly superseded the southern
dialects of al-Yaman it became the Arabic par excellence.
Therefore, when we speak after this of the Arabians and of
Arabic we have particularly in mind the North Arabian people
and the language of the Keoran,
The'deys The Ayyam al-"Arab were intertribal hestilities generally
ot o Arising from disputes over cattle, pasture-lands or springs. They
afforded ample opporturiity for plundering and raiding, for the
manifestation of single-handed decds of heroism by the cham-
pions of the contending tribes and for the exchanpe of vitriolic
satircs on the part of the poets, the spokesmen of the warring
parties, Though always ready for a fight the Bedouin was not
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iecessarily eager ta be killed. His encounters, therefore, were
1t a5 sanpuinary as their accounts would lead one to believe.
Vevertheless these Ayyam provided a safety valve for a possible
r'wrpupu]at_‘icn in Bedouin land, whose inhabitants were norm-
dly in a condition of semi-starvation and to whom the fiphting
nood weas a2 chronic state of mind. Through them wvendetta
ieeame one of the strongest relipio-gocial institlutions in Bedouin
ife.
. The course of events on cach of these “days", as reported to us,
ollows somewhat the same pattern. At first only a few men
:ome 1o blows with one ancother in consequence of some border
lispute or personal insult. The quarrel of the few then becomes
hic business of the whole, Peace is finally restored by the inter-
rention of some neutral party. The tribe with the fewer casualtics
¥ays its adversary blood money for the surplus of dead. Popular
nemory keeps the recollection of the heroes alive for centuries
0 come.

- Snch was the case of the Day of Bu'ath! fought between the
worelated tribes of al-Madinah, the Aws and the Khazraj, some
*ears before the migration of the Prophet and his fallowers to
hat town. The Days of al-Fijir (transgression}, so called because
hey fell in the holy menths during which fighting was prohibited,
vere fought between the Prophet's family, the Quraysh, and their
Wies the Kindinah on one side, and the Hawizin on the other.
Mubammad as a young man is said to have participated in one
if the four combats®

One of the earlicst and most famous of these Bedouin wars was The
he Harb al-Basils, fought toward the end of the fifth century of B2
ur era between the banu-Bake# and their kinsmen the banu-
Laghlib in north-castern Arabia. Both tribes were Christianized
wd: considered themselves descendants of Wa'il. The conflict
‘rose over nothing more than a shecamel, the property of an
ld woman of Bakr named Basiis, which had been wounded
¥ 2 Taghlib chief.* According to the legendary history of the
\yy&m this war was carried on for forty years with reciprocal
#uding and plundering, while its flames were fanned by poetical
: iﬁifml. f p. 162

* The city uTfnﬁﬁ{rTﬁéﬁﬁ?ﬂ&kwﬂqﬁ:ﬂﬂﬂﬁnbﬁ'r {his iribe.

IL;:EJ‘!RI; wal, i\', P 150-52; nh‘u-Tﬂmm'ﬁ.ru.l Hgmﬂmﬁ-_ PP 42023 '_E'g-,-_-." vol. iii.,
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exhortations. The fratricidal struggle was broupht to an ond
about g25 through the intercession of al-Mundhir 11T of al-
Hirah, but only after the exhaustion of both sides. The names of
the leaders on the Taghlib side, Kulayb ibn-Rabi'ah and his
brother, the hero-poet Muhalhil {} ez, 4.D. 531), as well as the
name of Jassis itbn-Murrah on the Bakr side, are still household
words in all Arabic-speaking lands. This Muhalthil became the
Zir of the still popular romance (rgsat al-Zir.

Hardly less famous is the Dayof Dihis and al-Ghabrd’ the best
known event of the pagan period. This war was fought between
the "Abs and its sister tribe Dhubyin in Central Arabia. Ghata-
fin was the traditional ancestor of both. The occasion was the
unfair conduct of the Dhubyanites in a race between a horse
called Dihis belonging to the chieftain of "Abs and a mare
named al-Ghabra’ owned by the sheikh of Dhubyan, The strugple
broke out in the second half of the sixth century, not long after
the eonclusion of the BasfAs peace, and persisted at intervals for
several decades into Ielamic times?® It was in this war that
"Antarah {or "Antar) ibo-Shaddad al-"Absi {rg. AD. 525-613),
the Achilles of the Arabian heroie age, distinguished himself as
a poet and wartior.

Mo people in the world, perhaps, manifest such enthusiastic
admiration for literary expression and are so moved by the ward,
spolen or written, as the Arabs. Hardly any language scems
capable of exercising over the minds of its users such irresistible
influence as Arabic. Medern audicnees in Baghdid, Damascus
and Cairo can be stitred to the highest degree by the recital of
poems, only vapuely comprehended, and by the delivery of
orations in the classical tonpus, though it be oaly partially
understood, The rhythm, the rhyme, the music, produce on thern
the cffect of what they call "lawful magic" (s7fr Aaldl}.

Typical Semites, the Arabians ereated or developed no great
art of their own. Thelr artistic nature found expression through
one medium: speech. If the Greek gleried primarily in his statues
and architecture, the Arabian found in his ode (paridak) and the
Hebrew in his psalm, a finer mode of sclf-expression. “The
beauty of man®, declares an Arabic adage, “lies in the eloquence
of his tongue.” "Wisdom", in a late saying, "has alighted on three
things: the brain of the Franks, the hands of the Chinese and the

1 dgsden, vol, §x, po 150, vol. ob, po1so.
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tongue of the ‘Arabs.” ! Eloguence, i.e. abllity to express one’s
self forcefully and elegantly in both prose and poetry, together
with archery and horsemanship were considered in the J3hi-
liyah peried the three basic attributes of “'the perfect man”
{ai-£dmil), By virtue of its peculiar structure Arabic lent itzelf
admirably to a terse, trenchant, epigrammatic manner of speech,
Islam made full use of this feature of the language and of this
psychological peculiarity of its people. Hence the “miraculous
charactes” (7ds) of the style and compesition of the Koran,
adduced by Moslems as the sfrongest argument in favour of the
genuineness of their faith. The triumph of Islam was 10 a certain
extent the triumph of o language, more particularly of a book.

From the heroic age of Arabic literature, covering the Jihi-
liyal period and extending from about A.D. 325 to 622, we have
preserved for us a few proverhs, certain legends and in particular
a fairly abundant amount of poctry—all compited and edited in
later Islamic days. No scientific literature existed beyond a few
mepical, meteorological and medicinal formulas. Proverbs con-
stitute a fair index of follk mentality and experience. Lugmin
the Sage (al-fakin), in whose mouth many of the ancient words
of wisdom were put, was either an Abyssinian or a Hebrew.
Tradition has handed down the names of a number of wise men
and women of the Jahiliyah, e.p. Alttham ibn-Sayf, Hijib iba-
Zurirah and Hind the daughter of al-Khuss. In the Mafma® al-
Amthal by al-Maydini ® (T 1124) and in the Amehdl al-' Arad
of al-Mufaddal al-Diabbi? (T 78€) we have many specimens of
this pre-Islamic wisdom literature.

Prose could not have been well represented in the Jahiliyah
literature since no system of writing had then been fully
developed. Vet we have & few pieces, mainly legends and tradi-
tions, compased in [slamic days, which purport to have come
from earlier times. These stories deal mostly with genealogies
(z#155) and the intertribzl combats, the above-discussad Days of
the Arabians. The Arabian genealogist, like his brather the
Arabian historian, had a Aerrer pacd and his fancy had no diffi-
culty in bridging gaps and filling vacancies; in this way he has
sucoteded in giving us in most instanees o continuous record

: Cf. wd-Taldy, Maimi'er Rerd Vi (Calrn, 13240, Bp. 41-1: Tod, vel. i, p. 128,
o Bvols tCairn, y33c); O. Fregtag, Arafum proverbis {Bonn, 1838.23).
2 wols, (Cenptantinople, 1300); al-Mufaddal ibn-Salamel (F ce. g2o), b
Fakkir, ed. Co A, Stocey (Layden, 1o15).
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from Adam or, in more modest compass, from Ishmacl and
Abraham, Tha-Durayd's Kfidd al-fehtigdg ! and the encyclo-
peedic work of abu-al-Faraj al-Isbahani {or Isfahani, T A.D. ¢65)
entitled Kr'gf al-Aghind (the book of songs) comprise most
valuable cdata on the subject of penealopies. Specimens of thymed
prose attributed to pre-Islamic orzcles have likewise survived.

It was only in the ficld of poctical expression that the pre-
Islamic Arabian excelled. Herein his finest talents found a feld.
The Bedouin's love of poetry was his one cultural asset.

Arabic literature, like most literatures, sprang into existence
with an outburst of poetry; but, unlike many others, ite postry
seems to have issued forth full groem. The oldest pieces of poetry
cxtant stem to have beeon composed some one hundred and
thirty years before the Hijrah in connection with the War of
al-Basiis, but these odes, with their rigid conventions, presuppose
a long pericd of development in the cultivation of the art of
expression and the innate capacities of the language. The poets
of the middle part of the sixth century have never been sur-
passed. The early Moslem pocts as well as the later and present-
day versifiers regarded and still do regard the ancient produc-
tinng as models of vnapproachable excellence. Theze early
poems were committed to memory, transmitted by oral tradition
and finally recorded in writing during the second and third
centuries of the Hijrah. Meodern eritical research makes it
evident that numerous revisions, editions and modifications
were made to bring them inte accord with the spirit of Islam ?

The rhymed proze used by the oracles and soothsayers
{Erelifefn) may be considercd the first stage in the development
of the poetical form. The Koran exhibits such a style. The song
of the camel-driver (fn<4") may have been the second. Native
Arabic tradition which trics to explain the origin of postry in the
attempt of the cameleer to sing In time with the rhythmic move-
ments of the camel's pace may after all contain 2 germ of truth
The word &d4%, singer, is synonymous with #&'fg, camel-driver.

Rajar, consisting of four or six fret to the line, evolved out
of rhymed prose and constitutes the oldest and simplest metre,
*1t is the first-born child of poetry”, 50 runs the Arabic defini-
tion, "withthymed prosc [sq7"] fora father and song for a mother,”

¥ Ed. F. Wigtenfeld (Gattingen, 1834).
¥ Cf, Tiha Husayn, alsddad al-fdhels (Carro, 1027).



en.vit AL-HITAZ ON THE EVE OF THE RISE OF ISLAM o3

in this heroic age of literature poetry was the only means of ‘the
literary expression. The garidak (ode) represented the only, as e
well a5 a most finished, type of poetical composition. Muhalhil elassica
(f za. 531), the Taghlib hero of the Basas War, 15 credited with 7™
being the first to compose these long poems. It is very hkely that
the ode developed in connection with the Days of the Arabians,
particularly among the Taghlib or Kindah tribes. Imru'-al-
Qays (T ez, 540), origmally a Qahtam from South Arabia,
belonged to Kindah. Though one of the most ancient of bards,
he is generally esteemed the greatest, the ansi» (prince) of poets.
"Amr iba-Tulthiim (f ¢s. 600}, on the other hand, was a Tagh-
ibite of the Rabi'ah from North Arabiz. Thouph speaking
different dialects these poets produced odes which exhibit the
same Jiterary form.

Appearing with Homeric suddenness the gasidah surpasses
even the [liad and the Odyssey in metrical complexity and
elaborateness. And when it makes its first appearance on the
pages of history the gasidak seems governed by 2 fixed set of
conventions: stereotyped beginning, commeon epithets, stock
figures of speech and same chotce of themes—all of which
print ta a long period of development. Rich in animated passion,
expressed in forceful and compact language, the ode is poor in
original ideas, in thought-provoking imagery, and is consequently
lacking in universal appeal. The poet and not the poetry is
more often the thing to be admired. Translated into 2 foreign

_language it loses its value. The personal, subjective element
prevails. The theme is realistic, the horizon lmited, the point
of view local. No national epic was ever developed by the
Arabians and no dramatic work of first-ciass importance.

Among the ancient odes the so-called “Seven Mu'allagit™ The
{suspended) hold first place. They are stll honoured throughout ;’;"ﬂfl'
the Arabic-speaking world as masterpieces of poetical composi-
tion. Legend has it that cach of these odes was awarded the
anmual prize at the fair of "Ukfz and was inscribed in golden
letters and suspended on the walls of the Ka'bah.? Their genesis
i5 explained in this way: at "Ukaz, between Nakhlah and al-

, Ta'f in al-Hijdz, was held an annual fair, a sort of literary
congress whither hero-peets resorted to celebrate their exploits
and contend for the coveted ficst honour, A poet made a name

1 Al-Suysh, alMeskir (Careo, 1292), wol. 3, p. 240,
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for himself here or nowhere, The Fair {sf#g) of "Ukiz stood in
pre-Ielamic days for a kind of Aeadémie franpadse of Arabia.

The annual fair, we are told, was held during the sacred
months when fighting was tabeo, The pagan Arabian calendar
wae like the later Moslem one, lunar, the fiost theee months
of itz spring season, Lc. dhu-al-Qa‘dah, dhu-al-Eijjah and
Mubarram, coincided with the period of peace. The fair pro-
vided arnple opportunity for the exhibition of native wares, and
for trade and exchange of commaditics. We can easily visualize
the sons of the desert flocking to these annual peaceful gather-
ings, lingering around the bogths, sipping date wine and enjoy-
ing to the full the tunes of the singing girls.

Though the first ode said to have won the favaur of the judges
of *Uikiz was that of Imru'-al-Cays (T ca. 5400, no collection of
the Mu'allaqat was attemipted unti the latter Umayyad period.
Hammad al-Rawiyah, the famous rhapsodist whao flourished in
the middie of 1the eighth century, chose the Seven Golden Odes,
undouhtedly from among many others, and compiled them into
a separate group. This collection has been translated into most
European languages.?

Aside from the fameus Scven Odes we have from pre-Islamic
poetry a collection named, after its compiler, al-Mufaddal ab-
Dabbi [1 ez, 785), al-Ffufeddaliyie? containing one hundred
and twenty odes composed by lesser lights, a number of Jfuudns
{anthologies) and a large number of fragments and excerpts in
the Diwdn al-Hamdsak, edited by abu-Tammim (] £z 345) and
int the Arrah aé'-Ag.ﬁf?ﬂ: of al-lsbahin {F ob7).

The Arabian poet (skd's#), as the name indicates, was arigin-
ally one endowed with lmowledge hedden {rom the common man,
which knowledge he received from 2 demon, his special sdaytdn
{satan}. As o poet he was in league with the unseen powers and
could by his eurses bring evil upon the enemy. Satire (A57a") was
therefore a very early form of Arable poetry?

As his office developed the poet acquired a variety of func-
tions. In battle his tonguc was as effective as his people's
bravery, In peace he might prove a menace to public order by
his fiery harangucs, His poems might arouse a tribe to action in

! See Willnm Jones, Herér (London, 17g9) vol iv, pp. 245-335 Anns and
Wilind 5. Blunt, The Srven Golden Odee of Pagan Arsbia (Londan, 10030,

1 Ed C.J. Lyell, 3vols (Oxford & Leyden, 10214},

! Balaam was & type of prmitive Arsbian satrst (Mo, 232 7).
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" the same manner as the tirade of a demagopue in 2 modern
Pu!{ﬁml campaign, As the press apent, the journalist, of his
day hiz favour was sought by princely gifts, as the records of the
courts of al-Hirah and (Ghassin show. His poems, committed -
to memory and transmitted from one tongue to another, offered
an invaluable means of publicity. He was both moulder and
apent of public epinion. Qaf' al-fisdn (cutting off the tongue) was
the formula used for subsidizing him and avoiding his satires.

Besides belng oracle, guide, orator and spokesman of his
community the poet was its historian and scientist, in so far
as it had 2 scientist. Bedouins measured intelligence by poetry.
"Who durcs dispute my tribe . . | its pre-eminence in horsemen,
poets and numbers?™ exclaims a bard in aldghdndl In these
thres elements, military power, intelligence and numbers, lay
the superiority of a tribe. As the historian and scientist of the
tribe the poet was well versed in its genecalogy and folklore,
cognizant of the attainments and past achievements of its mem-
bers, familiar with their rights, pasture-lands and border-lines.
Furthermore, as a student of the psychological weaknesses and
historical failures of the rival wibes it was his business to cxpose
these sherteamings and hold them up to ridicule,

Aside from its poetic interest and the worth of its grace and

tlegance, the ancient poetry, therefore, has historical import-
ance as pource material for the study of the period in which it
was composed. In fact it is our only quasi-contempaoraneous data,
It throws Iight on all phases of pre-Islamic life. Henee the adape,
"Poetry is the public register [dfmdn] of the Arabians™.?

The ideal of Arab virtue as revealed by this ancient pagan
posiry was expressed in the terms swnTak, manliness (later Bedown
virins), and “frof (honour).® The component clemients of mur alk i“r:::r
were courage, loyalty and penerosity. Courape was measured by Fested in
the number of raids (sing. ghasw) undertaken, Generosity mani- ***
fested itself in his readiness to sacrifice his camel at the coming
of a guest or on behalf of the poor and the helpless.

The name of Hatm al-Ta'i (f ¢ce. A.D. 605) has been handed
dovn to the present day as the personification of the Bedouin
ideal of hospitality, As a lad in charge of his father's camels he

* Vol wiit, 7. 77. * Mushir, vol. ii, p. 235.

& z ‘PD murdak and Yed, see aricss by Dishr Fﬂr&t’- in Exnclopadie of Trldm,
ith,
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once staughtered three of the animals to feed passing strangers
and distributed the rest among them, which caused his father
to expel him from home.?

The name of "Antarah ibn-Shaddad al-"Absi {cz. 525-61%),
evidently a Christian, has lived through the ages as the paragon
of Bedovin herolsm and chivalry. Knight, poet, warrior and lover,
‘Antarah exemplified in his life those traits greatly csteemed
by the sons of the desert. His deeds of valour as well as his love
episades with his Jady, "Ablsh, whose name he tmmortalized in
his famous Mu'allaqah, have become a part of the literary
heritage of the Arabic-speaking world. But "Antarah was bom
a slave, the son of & black maid. He was, however, freed by his
father on the occasion of an encountor with an cnemy tribe in
which the young man refused to take active part, saying, "A
slave knows not how to fight; milking camels is hiz joh",
“Chargel” shouted his father, "thou art free.”?

Judged by his poetry the pagan Bedouin of the JEhiliyah age
had little if any religion. To spiritual impulzes he was lukewarm,
even indifferent. His conformity to religicus practice followed
tribal inertia 2znd was dictated by his conscrvative respect for
tradition. Nowhere do we find an illestration of penuine devotion
to a heathen deity. A story told about Imru’-al-Qays iNustrates
this point. Having set out to avenge the murder of his father
he stopped at the temple of dhu-al-Khalasah?® to consult the
oracle by means of drawing arrows,* Upon drawing “abandon”
thrice he hurled the broken arrows at the idol exclaiming,
4 ceursed onel had it been thy father who was murdered thou
wouldst not have forbidden my avenging him".*

Other than the poetical references, our chief sources of in-
formation about pre-Islamic heathenism are to be found in the
remains of paganism in Islam, in the few anecdotes and tradi-
tions embedded in the late Islamic literature and in al-Kalbi's
(T B19-20) al-Agmdm (the idols), The pagan Arabian developed
no mythology, no involved theology and no cosmogony com-
parable to thet of the Babylonians,

¥ Iba-Chataybah, ol SAfr woecl-Shu'ard”, od, de Goeje {Ltj’d.tﬂ.. Igﬂq.':l. ™ T

1 dghdm, vol. vii, pp. 149-50; ibn-Qutaybah, p. 130,

2 The temple stoed seven dnys' Jowmey sauth of Maukkob; its deity wms o white
stone; al-Kathi, aidpeder, ed, Abmad Zold {Criro, 1914), p. 34-

4 Bee below, p. oo, Diviniog by nrrows forlddden in Rorun 51 4, 93,

B Aghdmi, vol, vili, p Jou
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The Bedouin religion represents the earlicst and most primi-
tive form of Semitic belief. The South Arsbian cults with their
astral features, ornate temples, elaborate ritual and sacrifices
represent a higher and later stage of development, 2 stage reached
by sedentary society. The emphasis on sun-worship in the
cultured communities of Petra and Palmyra implies an agricul-
tural state where the association has already been made between
the life-giving rays of the sun and the growth of vegetation.

The Bedouin’s religion, like other forms of primitive belief,
is basically animistic. The striking contrast between oasis and
desert pave him perhaps his earliest definite conception of the
spocialized deity. The spirit of the arable land became the
beneficent deity to be catered to; that of the arid land the male-
ficent, the demon, to be feared.®

Even after the conception of a deity was formed, natural
objects such as trees, wells, caves, stones, remained sacred
abjects, since they formed the media through which the wor-
shipper could come into direct contact with the deity, The well in
the desert with its cleansing, healing, life-giving water very early
became an object of worship, Zamzam's holiness, according to
Arablan authots, was pre-Islamic and went back to the time
when it supplied water to Hagar and Ishmael.? Yagan® and after
him al-Cazwind,® speak of travellers carrving away water from
the Well of "Urwah and offering it a8 a special present to their
relatives and friends. Caves became holy throupgh association
with underground deities and forces. Such was originally Ghab-
rhab in Wakhlah, where the Arabians sacrificed to al-"Tizza b
&'l represented the spirit of springs and underground water
snd must have been introduced into Arabia at the same time as
the palm tree. The word left an interesting survival in the
Moslem system of taxation, where a distinction is drawn between
i'r‘i}at Be'f waters (i.e. land that needs no irrigation) and what
the sky waters,
+:The Bedeuin's astral beliefs centred upon the moon, in whose Sowr
light he grazed his flocks. Moon-worship implies a pastoral Mt
society, whereas sun-worship represents a later agricultural
stage. In our own day the Moslem Ruwalah Bedouins jmagine

-: A, tagoea, piety, i fiom o eter meaning Yo be on one's ganed, te fear™,
= ¥ ThriTicham, Sirak, p. 71, 3 Vol i, p. 434,
“.: AfED of Makkldpdd, ed. Fo Wistenfeld (Gattingen, 1840), p. 2vo,

ﬁE]h}. pp. 8, 2e; Yigie, vol. ifi, pp. y72-3.
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that their life is regulated by the moeon, which condenses the
water vapours, distils the beneficont dew on the pasture and
makes possible the growth of plants. On the other hand the sun,
as they believe, would like to destroy the Bedouins as well as all
animal and plant life.

One characteristic feature of all clements of relipious belief is
their tendency to persist in some form when a higher stape of
development has been attained. The survival represents a com-
promise between these two stages of religious development,
Hence Wadd (Koran 71 1 22}, the meon-god who stood art the
head of the Minaean pantheon. Ibn-Hishim?® and al-Tabari®
speak of a sacred palm tree in Najrin. Gifts were offered to the
tree in the form of weapons, garments and rags which were
suspended from it. Dhat-Anwit? (that on which things are
hung), to which the Makkans resorted annually, was perhaps
identical with the tree of al-"Uzza at Nakhlaht* Al-Lat in
al-Ta"if was represcated by & square stone,® and dhu-al-Shara
in Petra Ly a guadrangular block of unhewn black stone four
feet high and two feet wide, Most of these deitiea owned each a
reserved grazing-land (fima).

The Bedouin propled the desert with living things of beastly
nature cailed jinn or demons. These jinn differ from the gods not
so much in thelr nature as in their relation to man. The gods are
on the whole friendly; the jinn, hostile. The latter are, of course,
personifications of the fantastic notions of the terrors of the
desert and its wild animal bfe. To the gods belong the regions
frequented by man; to the jinn belong the unknown and un-
trodden parts of the wilderness. /A madman (rafnen) is but one
possessed by the jinn, With Islam the number of jinn was
increased, since the heathen deitics were then degraded into such
beings.®

Among the urban population of al-Hijdz, and enly about
seventeen per cent. of the population was such, the astral stage
of papanism was reached early. Al-"UJzza, al-Lit and Mangh,
the three daughters of Allah, had their sanctuaries in the land
which later became the cradle of Islem. In 4 weak moment the
menotheistic Mubammad was tempted? to recognize these power-

1 Sirak, pr 22, * Val, i, p o2z, P SFraf, p. B44.
1 Ealbd, pp. 247 F Thd, p 6, * Koran iyt 155,62 100,
F Cf. Koran 221 51-2, 17 2 745,
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ful deities of Makkah angd al-Madinah and make a compromise
iny their favour, but afterwards he retracted and the revelation
iz zaid 1o have received the form now found in sfirah 53 : 1g-203
Later theologians explained the case according to the principle
of pariéh and mawmsizbk, abrogating and abrogated wverses, by
means of which God revokes and zlters the announcements of
His will; this results in the cancellation of a verse and the sub-
stitution of another for it (Koran z:100). AJ-Lit (from al-
Tlhah, the goddess) had her sacred tracts (déma and faram)
near al-Ta'if, whither the Makkans and others flocked for
pilerimaye and sacrifice. Within such an enclosure no trees could
be felled, no game hunted and no human blood shed. Animal
and plant life therein partock of the inviclability of the deity
there honoured. Of similar origin were the cities of refupe in
Terael, Jerodotus® mentions this goddess under the name Alilat
amang the Nabataean deities,

-Al-"Uzza (the most mighty, Venus, the morning star) had her
cult in Nakhlah east of Makkah. According to al-albi® hers
was the mast venerated jdol among the Quraysh, and Muham-
mad a5 4 young man offered her a sacrifice. Her sanctuary con-
sisted of three trees. Human sacrifice characterized her cult. She
wes the Lady "Uzzay-an to whom a South Arabian offered 2
golden image on behalf of his sick daughter, Amat-"Uzzay-ant
{the maid of al-"Uzza). *Abd-al-"Uzza was a favourite proper
nuame at the rise of [slam,

Manih ‘(from ma#iyah, allotted fate) was the goddess of
destiny®.and as such represented an earlier phase of religious
life.* Her Ilmir:{sanctuary consisted of a black stone in Qudayd
on the road between Makkah and Yathrib (Jater al-Madinah)
ead she was especially popular with the Aws and the Khazraj,
who rallied to the support of the Prophet an his fateful Hijrah
from Makkah. As an independent deity her name, associated
with, dhu-al-Shara, appears in the Nabataean inscriptions of
a-Hijr.’ To the present-day Arabic versifiers blame all mis-
fortunes on al-mandya or al-dakr (time).

“ 1 Al-Papdawi, drmwdr al-Toncid, ed. H. Q. Flefscher, vol. § (Leipaig, 1646),
Fi 636-7; Tebard, Fafebr adQue'da, vol, Vi, PP 34 Sege, Yol. 295, . 131,
3 .10, ch B ' Pp, 180, 4 Nielsen, Handbuck, vol. i, p. 236,
. Cf. Heb,' MéEai, In. 652 T, & Keihi, p. 13.
m;j:g;hg, Fpo21y; 2y of. Lidebardd, Epbemerss, vel, i, 190915 (Gieswen,
" L . b
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Since the mother’s blood rather than the father's farmed the
original bond of kinship among the Semites and because the
family organization was first matriarchal, the Arabian poddess
preceded the god as an object of worship.

Huba! (from Aram. for vapour, spirif}, evidently the chief
deity of al-Ka"bah, was represented in human form. Beside him
stood ritual arrows used for divination by the soothsayer (£,
from Aramaic) who drew lots by means of them. The tradition
in ibn-Hisham,! which makes *Amr ibn-Luhayy the importer
of this idol from Moab or Mesopotamia, may have a kernel of
truth in so far as it rotains & memory of the Aramaic origin of the
deity.* At the conquest of Makkah by Muhammad Hubal shared
the lot of the other idols and was destroyed.

The pagan Ka'bah, which became the Palladium of Islam, was
an unprefentions athedike (henee the name) building of primi-
tive simplicity, originally roofless, serving as a shelter for a black
meteorite which was vencrated as a fetish. At the birth of Telam
the structure was that rebuilt in 602 probably by an Abyssinian
from the wreckage of a Byzantine or fAAbyssinian ship destroyed
on the shore of the Red Sca.? The usual sacred territory (farars)
spread around it. Annual pilgrimages were made thither and
special sacrifices offered.

Maoclem tradition maintains that the Ea'bah was originally
built by Adam according to a celestial prototype and after the
Deluge rebuilt by Abraham and Ishmael* Its custody remained
in the hands of the descendants of Ishmael until the proud
banu-Jurhum, and later the banu-Khuza'ah, who introduced idol
worship, took possession of it Then came the Quraysh, who
continued the ancient Ishmaelite line. While engaged in the
rebuilding Ishmael received from Gabriel the Black Stone, still
sct in the south-east corner of the structure, and was instrocted
in the ceremonies of the pilgrimage (daff}

Allah {alégk, al-tlah, the god) was the principal, though not the
only, deity of Makkah. The name is an ancient onc. It oceurs in
two South Arabie inseriptions, ane a Minaean found at al-"Ula
and the other a Sabacan, but abounds in the formn HLH in the
Lihyinite inscriptions of the fifth century B.C.* Lilyin, which

3 Sirak, pp. 5O 265,

¥ The Ambicword for idol, rarar, is elearly an afdaptetion of Ammaic i,

¥ Cf. ol-Avragh, ARAT- Mablok ed. Wistenfeld (Leipzip, 1858), pp- 1e4-7:
¥a'gishd, Tk, vol, 4, pp. 17-15. % Rorao 2:118-21. b Winnett, p. 3o
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evidently got the god from Syria, was the first centre of the
worship of this deity in Arabia. The name occurs as Hallah in
the Safa inseriptions five centuries before Islam * and also in a
pre-Islamic Christian Arabic inscription found in umm-al-Jimal,
Syria, and ascribed to the sixth century.® The name of Muham-
mad's father was ‘Abd-Allah ("Abdullih, the slave or wor-
shipper of Allah). The esteem in which Allah was held by the

4
Fram Afr Hey, = Prorels
THE BLACHK STONE OF AL-KA'BAH

pre-Islamic Makkans as the creator and supreme provider and
the onc to be invoked in time of special peril may be inferred
from such koranic passages as 37 : 24, 31; 6 137, 109 10 23.
Evidently ke was the tribal deity of the Quraysh.

Though in an inhospitable and barren valley with an inclement
and unhealthy climate this sanctuary at Maklkah made al-Hijaz
the most important religious centre in North Arabia.

Other pagan deities such as Nasr? (vulture), *Awf (the great
bird) bear anitnal names and supgest totemic origin. As for
future life, nowhere in the authenticated ancient literature do
we find expressed a clear and precise idea of it. The few vague

¥ Dussaud, Lryr drades e Syrie, pp. 181-2.

" Envo Littminn, Eetrefirift fir Semitictik ued serwandte Gebete, vol. vii
{1520}, pp. 197-70y. ? Ferun 71 ;23
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references may be explained as an echo of Christian dogma.
The hedonistic Arabien character was too much absorbed in the
immediate issues of life to devote much thought to the here-
after, In the words of an old bard:

We spin about and whirl our way through hie,
‘Then, rfich and poor alike, at last seck rest
Below the gpround mn hollow pats slate-cowered;

And there we do abide®

As the Bedouins frequented the settled towns of al-Iijaz for
the exchange of their commedities, and particularly during the
four months of “holy truee™, they became inoculated with some
of the more advanced urban beliefs and were initiated into
ritualistic practices of the Ka'bah and the offering of sacrifices.
Camels and sheep were offered at Makkal and at various stones
{errrad) elsewhere which were reparded as idals or altars. In the
pilgrimape to some great shrine of the urban Arabians lay the
most important religious proctice of the nomad, The “holy
truce' included what became in the Moslem calendar the
eleventh, twelfth and first months of ecach year {dho-al-Ca'dah,
dhu-al-Hijjah and Muharram) topether with 2 fourth month
in the middie {Rajab). The first three were especially sot aside
for rehgous observance, and the fourth for trade. Al-Idijaz,
through its somewhat contral position, its accessibility and its
location on the main caravan route ruaning north and south,
offered an unexcelled oppartunity for both religious and com-
mercial activity. Thus arose its *Ukaz fair and its Ka'bah.

Al-Hijiz, the barren country standing like a barrier {4if&z)
between the uplands of Nagd and the low coastal region called
Tih&mah (netherland}, could boast only three cities: al-Ta'f and
the two sister cities Malkkah and al-Madinah.

ALTE't, nesthng among shady trees at an altitude of about
Gooo feet and described as “a bit of Syrian earth”, was, as ot
still is, the summer resort of the Maklkan aristocracy. Burck-
hardt, who visited the town in Aupust 1814, declared the
scenery en route the most picturesque and debghtful he had
seen since his departure from Lebaznon.® Its products included
honey, water-melons, bananas, figs, grapes, almonds, praches

I Abu-Tammdm, p gz, of Lyall, Freasfafrons, p xxvit
¥ Tohn L. Bueckhoodt, Trovels o Arcfos (Londen, 15290, vol. 1, p. 122,
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and pomegranates,! Fts roses were ‘fampus for the attar which
provided Makkah with its perfumery. Its vines, according to a
tradition handed down in al-dghdni? were introduced by a
Jewess who offered the first slips as a present to a local chief. Its
wine, though in great demand, was less expensive than the foreipn

Ffw H‘?r'r Al . Lk s Sarama)
MARKAL FTROM TUE MOUNKTAIN OF ABU-QUBAYE, WITI
MOUNT HIKA' TR THE BACKGROUND, rood

brand celebrated in Arabic poctry, Of all places in the peninsula
al-TH'if came nearest to the koranic description of Paradise in
atrah 47 1 16-57,

The name Makkah, the Macoraba of Ptolemy,? comes from Makkss
Sabaean Makuraba, meaning sanctuary, which indicates that it
owes its foundation to some relipions association and therefore
must have been a religious centre long before Muhammad was
born. It lies in the Tihamah of scuthern al-1liidz, about forty-
eight miles from the Red Sea, in a barren, recky valley described
in the Koran (14 : 40) as "unfit for cultivation”. The thermo-

o 2O itn-Baptagah, Fabfor of-Nuppdr, ed, nnd tr C. Defrdmory and B, R,
" Bnnpinet, 3rd inpression, vol. § (Pads, 1503, #p. 304-5. )
¥ ¥alliv, porg 1L gere ¥ Geaeraphis, . Wobbe, Bk, VI, ch. 7, § 32.
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meter in Malkkah can register almost unbearable heat. When
the famous Arab traveller ibn-Battitah® of Tangier attempted
the circemambulation of the Xa'bah barefooted, he failed
because of the "flames’” reflected by the stones,

Older still than the south-to-north *spice road" which passes
through it, the city early became a midway station between
Ma'rib and Ghazzah. The commercially minded and progressive
Makkans soon rendered their city a centre of wealth, A Makkan
caravan which was invelved in the Badr skirmish (Mar. 16, 624)
while retumning from Ghazzah consisted of a thousand camels,
according to al-Wigidi,? and carried meechandise worth 50,000
dinars (about £20,000). Under the leadership of the Quraysh,
the custedians of the Ka'bah, who were evidently responsible
for making that sanctuary a national shrine and the "Ukaz fair
a commercial and intellectual rendezvous, Makkah's pre-emin-
enee became secure,

Vathrib (YTHRB of the Sabaecan inscriptions, Jathrippa of
Ptolemy),® lay some 300 miles north of Makkah and was much
more favourcd by nature than jts southern sister. Besides lying
on the “spice road"”, which connected al-Yaman with Syria, the
city was a veritable oasis, especially adapted for the cultivation
of date-paims. In the hands of its Jewish inhabitants, the banu-
Wadir and banu-Qurayzah, the town became a leading agricul-
tural centre. Judging by their proper names and the Aramacan
wocabulary used in their agricultural life these Jews must have
been mostly Judaized clans of Arabian* and Aramacan stock,
though the nucleus may have been Israelites who fled from
Palestine at the time of its conquest by the Romans in the first
century after Christ. It was possibly these Aramaic-speaking
Jews who changed the name Yathrib into Aramaic Medinta,
the cxplanation of the name al-Madinah {Medina) as "the
town" (of the Prophet) being a comparatively Iate one. The two
leading non-Jewish tribes were the Aws and the Khazraj, whe
came originally from al-Vaman,

Though not in the main steeam of world events, pre-Islamic
al-Hijaz could hardly be said to have been in a backwater. Itz
execlusiveness is post-Muhammadan and dates from the eiphth

! el d, p. 2Bl

t AL Afaphdes, e, Alfred von Kremer [Caleutta, 1855-6, p. 198,

b Bk, V1, ch. 7, & 31} vonant Lathrippa.

* Ya'gabi, vol. if, p. 46, designates the Arabian tribes from which they descended,
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year of the Hijrah, when Maidkah was captured and the twenty-
eighth verse of siirah nine reveaied.* In the first century after
Muhammad, however, there flourished in his birthplace & num-
ber of Christian and Jewish physicians, musicians and merchants,
Tha earlier South Arabjan civilization could not have alto-
gether passed away without leaving some trace in its northern
successor. The inscription (542-3) of Abrahah dealing with the
break of the Ma'rib Dam begins with the following words:
“In the power and grace and mercy of the Merciful [Rak-
man-ar] and His Messiah and of the Holy Spirit".* The word
Rapman-an iz especially significant because its northern equi-
valent, al-Rafnde, became later a prominent attribute of Allah
and one of His names in the Koran and in Islamic theology.
Sfirah nineteen is dominated byalRafiman?® Though used in
the inscription for the Christian God, yet the word is evidently
borrowed from the name of one of the older South Arabian
deities, AL Rajlim (the compassionate) also occurs as the name
of a deity (REM) in pre-Islamic and Sabaean inscriptions.*
Another South Arabie inseription uses s/firg, association in the
zense of polytheism, the kind of shérd against which Mulam-
mad vehemently and fervently preached and which consisted
of the worship of one supreme being with whom other minor
deities were associated. In the same inscription occurs the
. technical term denoting unbelief, £##, as in North Arabic®
The Semitic population of the south-western coast of the Red ;, appe
Sea found its way thither, as we have learned, by gradual in- snis
filtration from south-western Arabia. These Abyssinians, as they
veere later called, formed an important part of the great inter-
national commercial “trust”, which under Sabaco-Himyaritn
leadership monopolized the ancient spice trade, the main artery
of which passed through al-Hijaz. For about fifty years prior to
| the birth of the Prophet, the Abyssinians had their rule estale
lished in al-¥aman, and in the year of his birth we find them
at the gates of Malkah threatening its precious Ka'bah with

: Ser below, p. 138 of. Baypdbwi, vel, i, p. 3585 Tabadd, Tafrir, vol. x, p. 74.
L, Gluger, dfitteffanpen der verderanofischen GesslreBaft (Berhn, 18g7),
IO 300, 4013 of. Corput dnsoriftionm Semiflicarnier, pacs be, £ 4, pp. 15-70.
+ " Habmards appears o title of the Christian Ged in a fifth-century South Arabie
mEtniptan,
P‘D‘ E;:ﬁﬁflﬂ and Macder, Fopage arehéofozions, p.ong, 1 1o Dussnnd, Arefer,
u l-].
o B J H Mosdimans and I, ¥ Miller in JFiemer Seetsearf? fiir oz Kundy dn
i Hergenlandes, vol. x (186), pp. 859,
R A [k
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destruction, MMalkkah itself was the abode of an Abyssindan,
presumably Christian, colony. Bilil! whose stentorian voiee
won him the unique distinction of becoming the Prophet's
muezzin, was an Abyssinian negro. The koranic references to |
the sea and its tempests (sOrahs 161 14, 103 23—4, 24 ; 40), which
are characterized by unusual clarity and vividness, are an echo
of the active martime intercourse between al-Hijaz and Abys-
sinia. When the infant Moslemn community was hard pressed by
the pagan Quraysh it was to Abyvssinda of all lands that they
twurned for refuge.?

In the century preceding the establishment of Islam, Zoroas-
trian Persia was contesting with Abyssinia for supremacy over
al-¥aman. Knowledpe of the military art of Persia was passing
into Arnbian possession from the south and alzo from the north
through Persian Arabia, with its capital al-Hirah. Tradition
relates that it was Salmin the Persian who taught the Prophet
how to dig 2 treach for the defence of al-Madinah.?

Al-Hiral, the Arab satellite of Persia, was the main channel
through which not only Persian cultural influences but, later,
Aramacan Nestorian influences percolated into the Arabia of
pre-Mubammadan days. As these Nestorians formed later the
main link between Hellenism and nascent Islam, so now they
acted as a medium for trapsmitting northers cultural ideas,
Aramaic, Persian and Hellenic, into the heart of pagan Arabia.

Just such an influcnce as the Nestorians of al-Hirah had on
the Arabe of the Persian bordor was cxerted by the Mono-
physites of Ghassanland upon the people of al-Hijaz, For four
centuries prior to Islam these Syrianized Arabe had been bring=
ing the Arab world into touch not only with Syria but also with
Dyzantivm. Such personal naomes as Dawidd (David), Sulay-

man (Selomon), ‘Isa (Jesus), were not uncommeon among the
pre-lIslamic Arabians,

! His tamb is stil] standing in Dlamazcus.

% Such Ar. words of Ethiope origin as deeéds (prool), fopdrivds (Christ's
dEs::p]c:}. _rnzi'a:r::m ﬂ.‘lz]], r.'I'rlEﬁn nJ]_v }[-cl:.}, srFtepfak vI'trl.I}'In::I, mafok {:u'!lgt],
originrily Heb.), mednit (niche), seanbar (pulpt), eropfe (holy book), réappie
(Saran), point to Chrstian Abysunian infivence over Moslem Heyfe, Al-Suydfe
cites in ch. 35 of his al-fap&y {Caire, 1925}, vol. i, pp. 135-41, 118 foreiym words in
tlie Koran.

T Sre balow, p 117, Ar, frind (sword), firdfeces (Paradize, sOn 18 : ro7; 231 11),
segréd {stone, sOT. 505 @ 4), Serackd (obstacle, sir 23 @ 102; 55 29, 25 £ 55}, caafes
fﬂ:n_p‘e‘r. siir. ¥0 2 17, =ee helow, ™ 659Y, ete., are of Persian derivation.
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. "Thisnorthern influence, however, should not be aver-estimated,
for neither the Monophysite nor the Nestorian church had
enough vitality to make its religions ideas contagious. The
material collected by Pére Cheikhio® does not suffice to show that
Christianity had struck deep root anywhere in North Arabia,
yet it reveals many pre-Islamic poets as familiar with certain
fioating Christian ideas and Christian terms. A considerable
number of Arameic words passed into the ancient Arabic
vocabulary®

The monotheism affecting Arabia was not entirely of the 5. The
Christian type. Jewish colonies flourished in al-Madinah and J***
various oases of northern al-Iijiz.? Al-Jumahi (f 845) devotes
& section of his biographies to the Jewish poets of al-Madinah
and its environs. A5Agkdni cites a number of Jewish poets of
Arabia. But the only supposedly Jewish poet who left us a
dfeodn was al-Samaw’al (Samuel) of al-Ablag near Taymid’, a
contemporary of Imru’-al-Qays, iz poetry, however, has nothing
to differentiate it from the current heathen type, and therclore
al-Samaw’al’s Judaism lras been rightly ruspected. In al-Yaman
Judaism is supposed to have attained the dignity of a state
religion under the aegis of dhu-Nuwis.,

In summing up it may be safely stated that al-Hijaz in the
century preceding the mission of Muhammad was nnged about
with influences, intellectual, religlous and material, radiating
from Byzantine, Syrian (Aramaean), Persian and Abyssinian
centres and conducted mainly through Ghassinid, Lakhmid and
Yamanite channels; but it cannot be asserted that al-Hijiz was
in such vital contact with the higher civilization of the north as
to tramsform its pative enltural aspect. Then too, although
Chnstianity did find a footing in Najrin, and Judaism in al-
}"amarl and al-Hijdz, neither seems to have left mueh of an
tmpression on the North Arabian mind. Nevertheless the anti-

! AlNogrontioh wo-Addbuba, z pts. (Beledt, 101z, Tolg, to2g), Shu'ord’
ab-Nagririyak, = s, (Beset, 15a) kil Ll

¥ Eenbonk and 5'ah {chuech), durmpe# and srak (temape, picture}, gresic (monk),
tedogek {alms), wdpir jwatchman), afr [ ohe), faddin (aes), gemde! {lamp, odgn-
Wly Letin condels) nes llustrations Laten carfrem pove Sprac gosfrs and Western

. Aramme goges from wheely Aonbic gagr {eastle, polace) came and was t= ntraduced

i“t.“ Europe in the form of Ttaban sarers, Spraish aledzan,
u ekt (Gabnel), sdrak (vevelation, chapter), jebbdr freast powerful), Mastyate

ih'tw words in the Ambie vocabulary.

: ?‘g&ncdf el Shat'erd, ed. J. Hell (Ley den, L6y, pp. To Te.
Lt Din gz al-Samaw'al, 2nd od., e, Chelltho {Beirnt, 1920},
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quated paganism of the peninsula seems to have reached the
point where it failed any longer to meet the spiritual demands
of the people and was outgrown by a dissatisfied group who
developed vapue monotheistic ideas and went by the name of
Hanifs.! Umayyah ibn-abi-al-Salt (T 624), thoough his mothey
a second cousin of the Prophet, and Waraqah ibn-Nawfal, a
couzin of Khadijah, were such Hanlfs, though several sources
make Waraqah a Christian. On the political side the organized
national life developed in early South Arabia was new utferly
disrupted. Anarchy prevailed in the political realm as it did in
the religious. The stage was set, the moment was psychologieal,
for the rise of a great religions and national leader.,

1 Loan-word from Aramaic throogh Nabotaean; N, A. Faris and H, W. Glidden,
Avurnal of the Palertiee Orrenfel Soaely, vol xix (1934), pp. 1-135; o Anthor Jefery,
Tke Ferewrn Vocabufery of the Qur'dn (Baroda, 1938), pp. 112-15. Furtherarchmp-

loprend aund linguistie research will probably eonfirm the impariance of the influenes
af Nobatzean culture not only on [slom bat ales on early Cheistiandty.



