PART I

THE RISE OF ISLAM AND THE
CALIPHAL STATE



CHAPTER VIIT

MUHAMMAD THE PROPHET OF ALLAE

¥ ar about AD. §71 a child was born to the Quraysh at
Malkkah and was given by his mother a name which may
remain for ever uncertain. His tribe called him al-Amin* (the
faithful), apparently an honorific title. The form which his
narne takes in the Koran (31138, 33:40, 48:20, 47:2) is
Muhammad # and once (61 : 6) Ahmad. In popular usage he is
Muhammad (highly praised)—a name borne by more male
children than anyother, Thebaby's father,* Abduliah, died before
his birth; the mother, Aminah, when he was about six years old.
It therefare fell to the lot of his grandfather, "Abd-al-Muttalib,
to bring up the boy, and after the grandfather's death the duty
devolved upon his paternal uncle abu-Talib,
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_When twelve years old, it is related, Muhammad accompanied
his uncle and patron abu-T&lib on a caravan journey to Syria.
in the course of which he met & Christian monk to whom legend
has given the name Bahira, '

*Theugh the only one of the world prophets to bie born within
the full light of history, Muhammad is but little known to us in
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his early life: of his struggle for a Hvelihood, his efforts towards
self-fulfilment and his gradual and painful realization of the
great task awaiting him we have but few reliable reports. The
first record of his life was undertaken by ibn-Ishiq, who died
in Baghdid about A.H. 150 (767) and whose biography of the
Frophet has been preserved only in the later recension of ibn-
Hisham, who died in Egypt about A8, 218 (B33). Other than
Arabic sources for the life of the Prophet and the early period
of nascent Islam we have none. The first Byzantine chronicler
to record some facts about "the ruler of the Saracens and the
pseudo-prophet”™ was Theophanis? in the carly part of the ninth
century. The first reference to Muhammad in Syriac occurs in a
seventh century worle®

With his marringe at the age of twenty-five to the wealthy and
high-minded widow Khadijah, fifteen years his senior, Muham-
mad steps upon the threshold of clear history, Khadijah was 2
Curayshite and, as a well-to-do merchant's widow, was conduct-
ing business independently and had taken young Mubammad
into her employ. As long as this lady with her strong personality
and noble character lived, Muhammad would have none other
for a wife.

The competence which now entered into the economie life of
Muhammad, and to which there is a clear koranic? reference,
gave him leisure and enabled him to pursue his own inclinatiens.
He was then often noticed sccluding himself and engaging in
meditation within a little cave (gA47) on a hill outside of Makkah
called Hirg™.* Te was in the course of one of these pedods of
distraction caused by doubts and yearning after the truth that
Muhammad heard in Ghar Hird' a voice® commanding: "Recite
thou in the mame of thy Lord whe created™, =te® This was his
first revelation, The Prophet had received his call. The night
of that day was later named *the Night of Power"” (faviat af
gadry and fixed towards the end of Ramadéin (6ro). When after
a brief interval { fatrak), following his call to the prophetic office,
the second vision came, Muhammad, under the stress of preat

t Chronagrapiea, cd TCorolus de Boor {Lespmp, 1583); p 333

¥ A Mingano, Sewrges syvragnes vl o, Bar-Penkayd (Leipng, 1003}, p 146 (text)
=p 175 (tr} * Soreh g3 : 69

b See Ibrlum Baf'nt, Mer'de ab-Harormayn (Caire, 19250, vol. 1. pp 56 60

* Al-Bukhin, Sekrk (Bildg, 1206}, vl o p 3
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emaotion, rushed home in alarm and asked his wife to put some
" covers on him, whereupon these words “descended”: 'O thou,
enwrapped in thy mantle! Arise and warn".* The voices varied
and sometimes-came like the "reverberating of bells” (salsala?
al-faras);® but later, in the Madinese siirahs, became one voice,
identified &s that of Jibril (Gabriel}.

" In bis call and message the Arabian Muhammad was as
truly prophetic as any of the Hebrew prophets of the Old
Testament. God is one. He is all-powerful. He is the creator of
the universe. There is a judgment day. Splendid rewards in
Paradise await those who camry out God's commands, and
terrible punishment in hell for those who disregard them. Such
was the gist of his carly message.

Consecrated and fired by the new task which he felt called
upon to perform as the messenger (ras@/) of Allah, Mubhammad
now went among his own people teaching, preaching, delivering
the new message. They laughed him to scorn. He turned
radhir (Koran 67: 26; 51: 50, 51}, warner, prophet of doom,
seeking to effect his purpose by vivid and thrilling description of
the joys of Paradise and the terrors of hell, even threatening his
hearers with imrmninent doom. Short, crisp, expressive and im-
pressive were his early revelations, the Maklan siirahs,

As glorifier of his Lord, admonisher to his people, messenger
and prophet (meédd} of Allah, Muhammad was gaining few con-
verts, Khadijah, his wife, predisposed through the influence of
her Hanif® cousin Waragah ibn-Nawfal, was the first of the few
whe responded to his call. Muhammad®s cousin "Ali and his
kinsman abu-Bakr followed, But alu-Sufyan, representing the
. aristocratic and influential Umayyad branch of Quraysh, steod
adamant. What they considered a heresy seemed to run counter
to the best economie interests of the Quraysh as custodians of

al-Ka'bah, the pantheon of multitudinous deities and centre of a
" -pan-Arabian pilgrimage.

As new recruits, mainly from among the slave and lower
classes, began to swell the ranks of the believers, the ridieule
and sarcasm which had hitherto been used unsparingly on the

. partof the Quraysh were no longer deemed effective as weapons;

? Koran 7411 229,
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it became necessary to resort to aclive persccution. Thess
new measures resulted in the migration to Abyssinta of claven
Makkan families followed in 615 by some eighty-three others,
chief among whom was that of "Uthmin ibn-"Affin. The émigrés
found asylum in the domain of the Christian Nepus, who was
unbending in his refusal to deliver them into the hands of their
oppressors.t Undaunted through these dark days of persecution
Ly the temporary loss of so many followers, Muhammad fear.
lessly continued to preach and by persuasion convert men from
the worship of the many and false gods to that of the one and
true God, Allah. The revelations did neot cease to “descend”,
He whe had marvelled at the Jews and Christians having a
“seopture’’ was determined that his people, too, should hawe
one.

Secon "Umar ibn-al-Khattdl, destined to play a leading rile
in the establishment of the Islamic state, was enrolled in the
service of Allah, About three vears before the Hijrah the fairh-
ful Khadijah died, and 2 little later died abu-TElih, who, though
he never professed Islam, stood firm to the end in deferce of his
brotiier's son, his protégé, Within this pre-Hijrah period there
also falls the dramatic #er2",2 that nocturnal journey in which the
Frophet 15 savd to have been instantly transported from al-Ka'bah
to Jerusalem prelimmary to his ascent (md'rdf) to the scventh
heaven. Since it thus served as the terrestrial station on this
memorable jeurney, Jerusalem, already sacred to the Jews and
Cheistians, has become and remained the third holiest city after
Efakkah and al-Madinah in the Moslem world. Embellished by
later accretions this miraculous trip still forms a favourite theme
in mystic circles in Persia and Turkey, and a Spanish scholar®
conseders it the origingl source of Dante's Dépize Comedy. That
the memary of al-lsrd iz still a living, moving foree in Islam
is illustrated by the serious disturbance of Aupgust 1929, in
Palesting, centring on the Wailing Wall of the Jews in Jerusaler,
which the Moslems consider the haltinp-place of the Burig,!

 Thn-Hisham, pp 317-20; o ibn-8a"d, val, 1, pt, 1, o 130-0

¥ Boman 17 @13 Dukhiei, vol. iv, pp 156, 230; al-Baghaws, Afasdilh gl-Sunnak
(Cairo, 13080, wol al, pp. 160-%2; al-Fharib, Miskid} el tfapddih (5t Petersbarg,
15g5-a}, vof 11, pp. 124-0,

¥ Mipuel Azln, fefom ard ke Dooine Comedy, tr. H, Sundesland (London, sa26).
”p; Prnhal:'!_'r from Az, Sarg, lightning, Modern Palestiniars call the wesileg place
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the winged horse with a woman's face and peacock's tail on
which Muhammad journeyed heavenward.

About 620 some Yathribites, mainly of the Khazraj tribe, met
Muhammad at the "Uliiz fair and prew interested in what he had
to say. Two years later a deputation of about seventy-five men
invited him to make Yathrib (al-Madinah) his home, hoping
thereby to sccure a means for reconciling the hostile Aws and
Khazraj. In al-Madinah the Jews, who were looking forward to
a Messiah, had evidently predispased their heathen compatriots
in favour of such a claimant as Mubhammad., Having paid a
futile propagandist visit to al-T3"f and believing his cause logt
in his native town, Muhammad allowed two hundred followers
to clude the vigilanee of the Quraysh and slip quietly into al-
Madinah, with which hiz mother had some uncertain conpec-
tion , he lnmself followed and arrived there on September 24, 622,
Such was the famous hegira {fprakt—not entirely o "Right" but
a scheme of migration carefully considercd for some two years. |
Seventeen years later the Caliph "Umar desrgnated that lunar
vear (beginming July 16) in which the Hijrah took place as the
officral starting-point of the Moslern era.lt

The Hijrah, with which the Makkan period ended and the
Madinese periog begen, proved a turning-point in the life of
Muhammad. Leaving the city of his birth as a despised prophet,
he entered the city of his adoption as an honoured chicf. The
seer in him now recedes into the background and the practical
man of politics comes to the fore. The prophet is gradually over-
shadowed by the statesman.

Taking advantage of the periods of "holy truce” and anxious
to offer sustenance to the Emigrants (meckdiirin) the Madinese
Moslems, now termed Axsdr (Supporters), under the leadership
of tha now chief intercepted a summer caravan on its return from
Syria to Maklah, thus stoiking at the most vital point in the life
of that commercial metropalis, The caravan leader abu-Sufyin
had got wind of the scheme and sent to Maldkah for reinforce-
ment The encounter botween the reinforcement and the Madi-
nese, snostly Emugrants, took place at Badr, eighty-five miles
gouth-west of al-Madinah, n Kamadin, A.D. 624, and, thanks
to the inspiring leadership of the Prophet, resulted in the com-
plete victory of three hundred Meoslems over a thousand Mak-

I Tabnn, vol 1, pp. 1256, 27480, Blas'ndi, vel, 1%, p. 53
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kans. However unimportant in itself as a militery engagement,?
this Gharwat Badr laid the foundation of Muhammad's tem-
poral power. Islam had won its first and decisive military victory.
The victory itself was interpreted as a divine sanction of the new
faith.® The spirit of discipline and contempt of death manifested
at this first armed encounter of Isfam proved characteristic of it
in all its later and greater conquests. It is true that in the follow-
ing year (625) the Makkans under abu-Sufyin avenped at
Uhud their defeat and even wounded the Prophet, but their
tiumph was not to endure. Islam recovercd and passed on
pradually from the defensive to the offensive, and its propaga-
tion seemed always assured. Hitherto it had been a religion
within a state; in al-Madinah, after Badr, it passed into some-
thing more than a state religion—it itself became the state.
Then and there Islam came to be what the world has ever since
recognized it to be—a militant polity.

In 627 the "confederates” (gf-akedd), consisting of Maklkans
with Bedouin and Abyssinian mercenaries, were again measuring
swords with the Madinese. Heathenism was once more arrayed
apainst Allah. On the advice of a Fersian follower, Salmin,?
as we are told, Mubammad had a trench® dug round al-
Madinah. Disgusted with this innovation in warfare, which
struck the Bedouin miscellany as the most unsportsmanlike
thing they had ever seen, the besiegers withdrew at theend of a
month after the loss of some twenty men on both sides.® After
the sicge had been raised Mubammad conducted a campaign
against the Jews for “siding with the confederates™, which
resulted in the killing of six hundred abla-bodied men of their
leading tribe, the banu-Qurayzah, and the expulsion of the rest.
The Emigrants were then established on the date plantations
thus made ownerless.? The banu-Qurayzah were the first but
not the last body of Islam’s foes to be offered the alternative of
apostasy or death, The year before, Muhammead had sent into
exile the banu-al-Nadir,” another Jewish tribe of al-Madinah.
The Jews of Khaybar, a strongly fortified oasis north of al-
Madinah, surrendered in 628 and paid tribute,

' AlWhgidl {§ 207/822.3) devotes more than o third of his AfapAdsr, pp. 11275
I.u‘l'is.dr wnd 1ls heroes ! Hormn 3. 170, 81 423,
CF Jesel Hotewitz in Der Srdam, vol x {1g22), pp. 17583
' A dhandag, from Pers, dmmdan (ve dip) gwoupl Arsmaic,
. " Roran 331 0-25 discusees this batils, * Korar 33 : 267,
< " Belidheel Fuesk, ppor1B=Hutl, pp 3405 Wagidi, pp. 3536
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In this Madinese period the Arabianization, the nationaliza.
tion, of Islam was cffected. The new prophet broke off with
both Judaism and Christianity; Friday was substituted for
Sabbath, the adfdn (call from the minaret) was deereed in place
of trumpets and gongs, Ramadin was fixed as a month of fasting,
the gidlal (the direction to be observed during the ritual prayer)
was changed from Jerusalem?® to Makkah, the pilgrimage to
al-Ea'bah was authorized and the kissing of the Black Stone—
a pre-Islamic fetish—sanctioned,

in 628 Muhammad led a band of behevers to a settlernent, al-
Huodaybiyah, nine mules from Makkah and exacted a pact in
which Makkans and Maoslems were treated on equel terms?
This treaty practically ended the war with his people, the
Quraysh. Among other members of this tribe, Khilid jbo-al-
Walid and "Amr ibn-al-'&s ("Asi), destined to become the two
mighty swords of militant Islam, were about this time received
as recruits to the great eause. Two years later, towards the end
of January 630 (A.H. 8), the conquest of Makbkah was complete.
Entering its great sanctuary Muharnmad smashed the many idals,
said to have numbercd three hundred and sixty, exclaiming:
“Truth hath come, and falsehood hath vanished!"® The people
themselves, however, were treated with special magnanimity.t
Hardly a triumphal entry in ancient annals is comparable to this.

It was probably about this timef® that the {erritory around
the Ka'bah was declared by Mubommad darase (forbidden,
sacred), and the passage in siirah g : 28 was revealed which was
later interpreted as prohobiting ail non-1 oslems from approach-
ing 1t This verse was evidently mtended to forlnd only the poly-
theists from drawing mgh to the Ka'bah at the time of the anaual
pigrimage The injunction as mterpreted s still effective ® No
more than fifteen Christian-born Europeans have thus farsucceed-
cd m seming the two Holy Cities and escaping with their ives,
The first to leave record was Ludovico di Varthema of BolognaT

ECf 1 Elng2 B:2g 30, Do 6 10,

¥ Dalidhun, pp 35 6= Hitty, pp 6o 61,

® Jhid p 4o =Huo, p. 86, cf. Koran 17 : 83, 4 Wigide, p. 416

b fhneSe'd, val u, pl. I, G0, el Bu._'.J!Ew:, ..-fn-w.@r,wl i p 333‘! ({=N

* Muhammod Labib al-Brtantim, af-Frblek af-Hpaciveh (Care, 1325, P 47-

T He dedared false fhe widely spreud Euvgapean lepen:d that Mubrmmad's bady
lay suspended in the ;e somew here above Makkah, See The Travelr of Ladomee

ai Fartheme in Egypt, Svria, Arelin Deserta and Arafro Fehiz, 4o, J. W Jooes
(Hekluyt Secicty, vol. xxxif, London, 1863), pp. 25 20g.
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bt 15:;;3,: and among the iatest were an Englishman, Eldon
Rutter,} and a Hungarian, Julius Germanus,® The most interest-
ing was undaubtedly Sir Richard Burton (1853)°
JIn A, ¢ Muhammad stationed a gardson at Tab@k, on
" the frontier of Ghassiinland, and without a single engage-
ment concluded treatics of peace with the Christian chief of
Ayiah (al-"Aqabab) and the Jewish tribes in the oases of
. Magna, Adhrub and al-Jarb3’ to the south.* The native Jews and
-"Christians were taken under the protection of the newly arising
Islamic community in consideration of a payment later called
jizyak. This act set a precedent far-reaching in its consequences.
This year g (630-31) iz called the “wear of delegations”
'{.Ea#irt alerufied). During it delegations flocked from near and

" far to offer allegiance to the prince-prophet. Tribes joined out

L

#*

of convenience If not conviction, and Islam contented itself
. with exacting a verbal profession of faith and a payment of
cakih {poor tax). The large number of Bedouins who joined the
new order may be surmised from a saying attributed to "Umar,
“The Bedouins are the raw material of Islam™, Tribes and
districts which had sent no representatives before sent thermn now.
They came from distant "Um@n, Hadramawt and al-Vaman,
‘The Tayyi® sent deputies and so did the Hamd3n and Kindah.
Arabia, which had hitherto never bowed to the will of one man,
secrmed now inclined to be dominated by Mubammad and be
" incorporated into his new scheme. Tts heathenism was yielding
to a nobler faith and a higher morality.
lo-the tenth Moslem year Muhammad entered peacefully at
the head of the annual pilgnmage inte his new religious capital
Makkah, This proved his last visit and was therefore styled “'the
farewcll pilgrimage”. Three months after his return to al-
Madmah, he uvnexpectedly took ill and died complaining of
severs headache on June 8, 632.
- To the Madinese period in the life of the Prophet belong the
lengthy and more verhose sfirahs of the Koran which contain,
in addition to the religions laws governing fasting and alms-
giving and prayer, social and political ordinances dealing with
marriage and divorce and the treatment of slaves, prisoners of
war and enemies, On behalf of the slave, the orphan, the weak

 The HolpCitier af drabia, avole, (London, 1926). ¥ d#ek 4 %5cr (Beelin, 1938}
© X Perrene! Narraties ef o Falgrimage i el-Medinck and Meccak, 3 vols, (London,

i '1?35“‘5}- * Balidhed, pp. 5% sog. = Uith, pp. 92 reg.
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and the oppressed we find the legistation of him whe was himsslf
once a poor orphan especially benevolent.!

Twen in the height of his glory Mubhammad led, as in his
days of cbscurity, an unpretentious life in one of those day
houses consisting, as do all old-fashioned houses of present-day
Arabia and Sytia, of a few reoms opening inte & courtyard and
accessible only therefrem. He was often seen mending his onn
clothes and was at all times within the reach of his people, The
Little he left he reparded as state property. Some for love, others
for political reasons, he took about a dezen wives, among whom
his favourite was 'A’ishah, the young daughter of abu-Bakr,
By Ehadijah he had a number of children, none of whom
survived him except Fatimah, the famous spouse of "AlL Muham-
mud mooared bitterly the loss of his infant son Ibrihim, bom
to him by Mary, a Christian Copt. *'Scrious or trivial, his daily
behaviour has instituted 2 canon which millions observe at this
day with conscious mimicry. Mo one regarded by any scction of
the human race as Perfect Man has been imitated so minutely,”

Out of the relipious community of al-Madinah the Iater and
larper state of Islam arose. This new comumunity of Emigrants
and Supporters was established on the basiz of religion as the
Ummat (congregation of) Allah. This was the first atternpt in the
history of Arabiz at a social organization with religion, rather
than Llood, as ity basis. Allah was the personification of state
supremacy. His Prophet, as long as he lived, was His legitimate
viceperent and supreme ruler on earth. As such, Mubhammad, in
addition to his spirttual function, exercised the same temporal
authority that any chief of & state might exercise. All within this
community, regardless of tribal affiliation and older Ioyalties,
were now brethren at least in prineiple. These are the words of
the Prophet in his noble sermaon at the "farewell piprimage™:

O ye men! bathen unto my words and take ye them to heant! Krow
ye that every Moslem iz a brother unto every other Moslem, and that
¥e ate now one brotherhood. It is not legilimate for any one of you,
therefore, to approprinte wnto bimsell anything that belongs to his
benther unless it is willingly given him by that beother?

Thus by one stroke the maost vital bond of Arab relationship,

? Keran 2:172, 21816, 4140 9-60, 24: 33; 0319 Conmilt Bobert Roberts,
The Soial Lews of the (Jer.r (Londen, 1025}

10, G Hoparth, droeda (Oxford, 1625, 752,

* Ibn-tHasham, p. 064, of, Whgds, pp. 433-4-
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thit of tribal kinship, was replaced by a new bond, that of
faith; a sort of Pax Islamica was instituted for Arabia. The
new comamunity was to have no priesthood, no hierarchy,
no central see. Its mosque was its public forum and military
drill gmund as well as its place of cormmon worship. The
leader in prayer, the fmdem, was also to be commander in
chief of the army of the faithful, whoe were enjoined to protect
one another against the entire world. All Arabians who remained
heathen were outside the pale, almost outlaws, Islam cancelled
the past. Wine (fhamr, from Aramaic) and gambling—next to
wornen the two indulgences dearest to the Arabian heart—were
abolished in one verse! Singing, almost equally attractive, was
frowned upon. This contrast between the old order and the new
was vividly drawn by the apocryphal words put in the mouth of
Ja*far ibn-abi-Talib, the spokesman of the Moslem emigrants to
Abyssinia. Said Ja'far to the Negus:

JEhiliyah people were we, worshipping Idols, feeding on dead
amimals [raapfak]®, practising immerality, deserting our families ond
violating the covenant terms of mutual protection, with the strong
among us devouring the wealk, Sueh was our state until Allah sent unto
us 2 messenper from amongst gurselves whose ancestry we khow and
whoss veracity, fidelity and purity we recognize. He it was who sum-
moned us to Allah in order to profess Him as one and worship Him
alane, disearding whetever stones and idels we and our forbears before
us worshipped in His stepd. He moreover commanded us to be truthiul

 inour talk, to render to others what is due them, to stand by our families
end to reftain from doing wrong and shedding blood. He forbade eome
mitting fornication, bearing false witness, depriving the orphan of his
legitimate right and speaking ill of chaste women. He enjoined on us
the worship of Allah alone, associnting with Him ne other. He also
ordered us to ohserve prayer, pay zakah [alms] and practise fasting ?

From al-Madinah the Islamic theocracy spread all over Arabia
and later encompassed the larger part of Western Asia and
North Africa, The community of al-Madinah was in miniature
the subsequent community of Islam.

Within a brief span of mortal life Muhammad called forth
out of unpromising material 2 nation never united before, in a

: Eoamn g+ 92, The Nobatzeans had an anti-huechic dedty.

: ?l‘.. Enran 12164,

. +asting wah eodoioed in the Madinese period, long after the Abyminizn mipm.
Hom; Hoten 22 179, 183, Ibn-Hiskar, p. 219, o S e
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eountry that was hitherto but a geographical cxpression; estab.
lished a religion which in vast areas superseded Christianity and
Judaism and still claims the adherence of a goodly portion of the
human race; and laid the basis of an cmpire that was soon to
embrace within its far-flung boundaries the fairest provinces of
the then civilized world. Himself an unschooled man,? Muham-
mad was nevertheless responsible for a book still considered by
one-eipith of mankind as the embodiment of all science, wisdom
snd theology.

! Fatanie wmrsd {32 16), which Sunni focthodex) Moslems interprer “illierare™,
is explained by Taban, Fafir, vol. D, p. 143,85 one among, the Arabian polytheists,
wha have pe revelation, Crotical scholars point out that o the Komn (73 156:
3+ 680y 62 2 2} the term s used au il 1n opposition Yo e8] 88k (the people of the
Boobk) and should therefore be talén {0 menn ape wnalile ta reed the holy scriptures

of the earlier revealed religions, snmmhb =5 = 6 {5 quated as sugpesting Mubammad's
ability to write Arehie



CHAFTER IX

THE EORAN THE BOOK OF ALLAH

THue year following the death of Mubammad, according to the
orthadox view, abu-Bakr, on the recommendation of ‘Umar,
who had observed that the Keran memorizers (duffide) were
becoming extinet, ordered that the scattered portions of the
¥oran be collected. Zayd ibn-Thibit of al-Madinzh, formerly
Mubammad’s setretary, was entrusted with the task, Fragments
from “ribs of palm-leaves and tablets of white stone and fromn
the breasts of men’ ? were brought together and a text was con-
structed. In the caliphate of *Uthmin (64.4-356) varicus readings
in the current copies arose, due mainly to the defective nature of
Kufic seript; “Uthmin accordingly appointed in 651 the same
Zayd as chairman of the commuttes on revision. Abu-Bakr's copy,
ther in the custody of Hafsah, daughter of "Umar and one of
Muhammad's widows, was used as a basis, The original codex of
the fresh version was kept in al-Madinah; * three copies of this
text were made and forwarded to the three military camps in
Damascus, al-Basrahand al-Kiifah, and all others were destroyed.
The modern scholarly view, however, doubts whether abu-
Balr ever made an official recension and maintains that "Uthman
found several metropolitan codices in Arabia, Syria and al-"Iriq
,with divergent readings. *Uthmin canonized the Madinah codex
* and ordered all others destroyed. The text was finally fixed by
_the two vizirs ibn-Muglah and ibn-Tsa in 033 with the help of
the learned ibn-Mujahid. Ibn-Mujahid admitted seven readings,
which had developed because of lack of vowel and diacritical
« marks,.as canonical.?
The Moslem view is that the Koran is the word of Allah

T Ehaifly, Merdiesh, vol. i, p. 543,
* This enpy 12 said to hnve been presentsd by tha Tarkish nuthodtes tn Emperor
Williem 31 Bee Vercalllis Teeaty, Pt. VIL1, Ser I1, art, 246
* Athur Jeffery, AMfateriale for the Hesiory af the Text of the Keren {Lepden,
1033, pp tereg of Hartwip Hoepehfeld, Mo Bracareker tnbe the Caraparition and
Exegrnit of phe Aorem (Londen, 1902, pp. 138 5g.
G i £ 23
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dictated through Gabriel to Muhammad from an archetype pre.
served in the seventh heaven (slirs. 43:3, 56:76-g, 85:21-2)." Not
only is the meaning therefore inspired but every word, cvery letter,

The arrangement of the sirahs (koranic chapters) is mechani-
cal, in the order of their lenpth. The Makkan sirahs, abheut
ninety in nurmber and belonging to the period of struggle, are
mostly short, incisive, fiery, impassioned in style and replete
with prophetic feeling, In them the oneness of Allah, His attri-
butes, the ethical duties of man and the coming retribution
constitufe the favourite themes. The Madinese siivahs, the
remaining twenty-four {about one-third of the contents of the
Koran}which '"were sent down" (unzifaf)in the period of victory,
are mostly long, verbose and rich in legislative material. In
them theolopical dogmas and ceremonial regulations relating to
the institution of public prayer, fasting, pilgrimage and the
sacred months are laid down. They moercover contzin laws
prohibiting wine, pork and gambling; fiscal and military ordin-
ances relating to alms-piving (zefd®) and holy war (fiddd);
civil and criminal laws regarding homicide, retaliation, theft,
usury, marriage and divoree, adoltery, inheritance and the
frecinp of slaves. Strahs 2, 4 and 3 contain most of this legista-
tive matenal. The often-quoted prescniption for marnage {sir.
4:3)7 Hmit rather than mtroduce the practice of polygamy.
Critics consider the statutes relating to divorce (43124, 33: 48,
2 : 220} the most objectionable, and those about the treatmeant of
slaves, orphans and strangers (43 2, 3. 40; 161 73; 24 3 33) the
most humane portons of [slamic legislation, The manuvmission
of slaves is inculeated as zomething moest pleasing to God and
regarded 25 an expiation for many s sin. Flashes of the old
eloguence and prophetic spark appear here and there in the
Madinese stirahs, as in sGrah 24.* Among the noblest verses of
the Koran are sirah 2 : 192, 256.

Almost 2ll the historical narratives of the Koran have their
bablical parallels with the exception of a few purely Arabian
stories relating to ‘Ad and Thamiid, Lugm3n, the “owners of
the elephant”, and two others alluding to Alexander the Great
(Jrkandar dine-ad-Qurnaynd* and o the “Seven Sleepers”'—all

1 Consult Baydiw, vel. i, pp 235, 300-10, 3046 1, s0r. 50 & 25-30.

¥ The verses i this sfimmb dealing wath ight betray Zomsastnon influence,

* Sor. 18 B2 seq., where he seems 1o be Inwested with o dinme commissios.
Dam §:x, 21, ks a elear referenes to Alaxander,
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of which receive but very brief mention. Among the Old Testa-
ment characters, Adam, Noazh, Abraham? {mentioned about
seventy times in twenty-five different sGrahs and having his
name as a title for strah 14), Ishmael, Lot, Joseph (to whom
siirah 12 5 dedicated), Moses {(whose name occurs in thirty-four
different stirahe), Saul, David, Solomon, Elijah, Job and Jonah
{whose name sorah 10 bears) figure prominently. The story of
the creation and fall of Adam is cited five times, the flood eight
and Sodem eight. In fact the Koran shows more parallelism to
the Pentateuch than to any other part of the Bible.

All these narratives are used didactically, not for the object of
telling a story but to preach a moral, to teach that God in former
times has always rewarded the righteous and punished the
wicked. The story of Joseph is told in a most interesting and
realistic way. The variationg in this and in such other instances
as the story of Abraham's response to the call of the one true
God (s@r. 21 : 52 seg.) have their parallels in the midrash,
Talmud and other non-canonical Jewish works.®

Of the New Testament characters Zacharizh, John the
Baptist, Jesus ('Isa) and Mary are the only ones emphasized.
The Iast two names are peperally associated. Mary the mather of
Jesus §s also the daupghter of Tmrin and a sister of Aaron?
Haman (Haman), the favourite of Ahasuerus,® is himself thz
minister of Pharaoh.t Tt is worthy of note that the Arabic forms
of the names of the Old Testament characters seem to have come
mainly through Syriac (e.g. Nih, Noah} and Greek {e.g. Ilvis,
Elias; Viinus, Jonah) rather than directly from Hebrew,

‘A comparative study of the above koranic and biblical nar-
ratives and such parallel passages as those that follow reveals
no verbal dependence: siir. 2:44-58 and Acts 71 36-53; siir.
2:z73a0nd Maet. 6: 3, 4;80r. 10 7z and 2 Pet. 2 §; sfirs, 10 73,
24 : 50 and Deut. 261 14, 17; siir. 17 23-40 and Ex. 20:2-17,
Deut, 51 6-21; siir. 21 : 2o and Rev. 4 : 8; slir. 23 : 3 and Matt,
. In the Mndinese stirahs, Abrabam beeomes & Hanif, u Mosiem {s0r, 3 : 6o}, Ha
B heid ax Mubnmmed's ideal predecesser, the spuitus] aucestor of Islam (sors.

4222 3 - 6i) seed the founder of ol Ma'boh (2 : 108 reg ) As the "friond” of God
Ee 3z ooted in the D14 Testament (I 41+ 8, 2 Ch. 25 73, the New Testament (Jus.
21230 and me}turz.u {41124}
pj: :ETIW“ Tde Lepacy of Frrael, ed. E. B, Bevon and © Singer (Oxford, 1928),

120 FLL

* Blrs, 19 1629, 3° 140 ¢ Esthier 31

4 Stre, 2i: 38, 46? 3H. B SR,
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6:yisarn 361 53 and 1 Th. 4 :16; slir. 30: 30 and Matt, 6: 24
giir. 42 ¢ 19 and Gal. 6: 7-g; s0r. 48 : 29 and Mk, 4: 28; and
gir. g2 : 18 and Lk. 11 : 41, The only quotation is siir. 21 : 10
(cf. Ps. 37 : ) where the Koran cites the Psalms as the source,
Others which bear striking resemblance are sir. 21 104 and
Is. 3414 stir. 53: 39-42 and Ezek. 18:20; sir. 53:48 and
T Sam. 2 :6; and s0r. 53:40 and 1 Sam. 2: % Such verses as
those dealing with an “eye for an cye' (siir. ¢ 140 and Ex.
2r:23-7} the “camel and the needle” (siir. 7:38and Matt. 19: 24),
the “house built upon the sand” (sir. 9: 110 and Matt. 7 : 24-7)
and the “taste of death for every man" (srs. 21: 36, 25157,
3:182 and Heb. g: 27, = : 6, Matt. 16: 28} evidently represent
old Semitic proverbs and sayings commaon to both Hebrew and
Arabic, The parallels between Matthew and the Malkdean sfirghs
seern particularly copious. Certain miraculous acts attributed to
Jesus the child, such as speaking in the cradle (sir. 3: 41) and
creating birds out of clay (siir. 3 : 43), recall similar acts recorded
in the Apoecryphal Gospels, including the Jaft! al- Tufisfiyat,
The only conspicucus paralle]l with any of the contents of the
sacred books of Persia occurs in the picture of heaven and hell,
sketched with a brush dipped in materialistic colours (sdr,
g6 : 8-36), which has 2 counterpart in the late writings of the
Parsis. The picture itself may have been inspired by Christian
miniatures or mosaics representing the gardens of Paradise with
figures of angels which were interpreted as being those of young
men and young women,

Though the youngest of the epoch-making books, the Koran
is the most widely read book ever written, for besides its use in
worship, it is the text-book from which practically every Moslem
learns to read Arabic, Other than the official translation into
Turkish ne authorized Meoslem translation into a foreign language
exists; but there are unauthorized interlinear free translations
by Moslems into several languages, induding Persian, Bengali,
Urdu, Marathi, Javancse and Chinese. In all, the Koran has
been done into some forty languapes?! The words {77,034), the

i The brst tranzlation inte p dorepn language was that into Latn spanssnad
(1143} by Poter the Venerable, abbat of Cluny, who secored the sorvicns of thees
Cliristian scholars and an Amb, in an attempt to refute the bellefs of Telom, In
English the first translation arpearnl in 1649 (Londen), " Fhs dleoran of Makorer,
translated out of Ambigue inte Frenchy by the Siewr Du Ryer. . . - And newly
Enpliched, for the sotisfaction of all that desize to look into the Turlish vaniHes™.
Sale’s trenslation {1734) from the original Arabic is o puraphrese infueneed by the
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verses (6226) and even the letters (325,621) * have been pains-
takingly counted. This unbounded reverence for The Book
gruched its elimax in the later dogma that it is “the uncreated
word" of God, an echo of the “Logos" theory.® "Let none touchit
but the purified.”® In our own day the sight of 2 Moslem picking
up a picce of paper from the street and tucking it carefully into
2 hole in a wall—Jlest the name of Allah be on it—is not rare.
The word Qur'éin itself means recitation, lecture, discourse.
This book, a strong, living voice, is meant for oral recitation and
should be heard in the original to be appreciated. No small
mensure of its force lies in its thyme and rhetoric and in the
cadence and sweep, which cannot be reproduced in translation
without loss. Its length is four-fifths of that of the Arabic New
Testament, The religious influence it exercises as the basis of
Islam and the final authority in matters spiritual and ethical is
only one side of the story. Theology, jurisprudence and science
being considered by Moslems as different aspects of one and the
same thing, the Koran becomnes the scientific manual, the texe-
book, for acquiring a liberal education, In such 2 school as al-
Azhar, the largest Moslem university in the world, this ook still
holds its own as the basis of the whole curdculum. Its literary
influence may be appreciated when we realize that it was due to
it alone that the various dialects of the Arabic-speaking peoples
have not fallen apart inte distinct languages, as have the Romance
languages. While today an "Irfiqi may find it a little difficult
fully to understand the speech of 2 Morocecan, yet he would have
no difficulty in understanding his written language, since in
both al-"Irdq and Morocco—as well as in Syria, Arabia, Egypt
—ithe classical language modelled by the Koran is followed
closely everywhere., At the time of Mubhammad there was no
work of the first order in Arabic prose. The Koran was therefore
the earliest, and has ever since remained the model, proze weorl,
Its language is rhythmical and rhetorical, but not poetical. Its
rhyred prase has set the standard which almost every conserva-
tive Arabic writer of today consciousty strives to imitate.
Latin version of Morened! AT o3 ; Rodwell T
the sarzhs uuunnxngirﬂ?;l; ﬂgﬁﬁa ﬁﬂz Ei“féaﬁﬁ:ffﬂ‘éﬁil;ﬁzﬁ
Mermadoke Piekthall's {tg30) is espedially succe=ful, Richard Bell (1o37~g)
ndtrimpts o oalicel searmogement of the verses. The eackiest Arabic printing of the

Egras wms dons between 1485 and 1499 in Venice by Alessandro do Pagacini
FrAnLy,
! There ore otherenumerations, 1 Cf.Johot:i; Prov.az-go. © Sar. §6: 8.8



WILL OF

the Sermites,
 and comes
the Christi-
es with both,
uropearn and
y sect rather
nte consigns
» ' sowers of
into an in-
atid Charaysh
1.
1on hloslem
tief), “rhadar
loing), all of
“Verily 24

His "hooks"
and greatest
ut Allah. In
, DVEr ninety
H e s the one
ost poigrant
ity, the pre-
omniscient,
-7, the self-
ent names
ributes. The

ding to His
, 18428}, p. 2%,

: 22 Bnghawi,

e ol P T Sy Pl P PO axd e e T s

Dopmes
mnd
belieds

CHAPTER X

ISLAM THE RELIGION OF SUBMISSION TO THE
ALLAH

OF the three monotheistie religions developed by
the Islam of the Koran is the most characteristi
nearer the Judaism of the Old Testament than doe:
anity of the Wew Testament. It has such cloze affiniti
however, that in the conception of many medieval E
Oriental Christians it stood as a heretic Christia
than a distinct relipion, In his Divine Comedy Da
Muhammad to one of the lower hells with all thes
scandals and schism". Gradually Islam dewvelope
dependent and distinet system of belief. The Ka'bah
were the determining factors in this new orientatio

In dealing with the fundamentais of their reliy
theologians distinguish between fadw (religions b
facts of worship, relipious duty) and rfrdw (right-
which are included in the term afw (religion)?
religion [##n] with God is Isiam.”?

Toman involves belief in God and in His angels,
and His messengers and in the last day. Its fiest
dogma is: Ja s/dka ille-l-Lak, no god whatsoever |
fmdn the conception of God stands supreme. In fac
per cent. of Moslern thealogy has to do with Allah,
true God. The profession of His unity receives its
exprestion in strah 112, Ged is the supreme rea
existent, the creator (strs. 16:3-1y; 2 : 27-8), the
omnipotent (13 :9-17; 6: §0-62; 2: 100-101; 3 2§
subsistent (2 :256; 3:1). He has ninety-nine exc
(af-armd’ al-fuerma® siir. 77 170) and as many at
full Moslem rosary has ninety-nine beads correspo

¥ Cf, al-Shaleasting, al-Afefal w-alf-Wikal, ed, Coreton {Londot
* Koarnn 3 17.
B Al Glarsil, af-Megrad al-odsne, 2od ed. {Cairo, 13243, pp. 1
Alardbsh, vol. 1, pp. g6-7.
1:8
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names. His attributes (56 of love are overshadowed by those
of might and majesty (slir. 50: 23-4). Islam (sfirs. 5: 5, 62125,
40 : 14) is the relipion of “submission”, “surrender”, to the will of
Allah, The submission of Abraham and his son in the suprema
test, the attempted sacrifice by the father, expressed in the verk
arfamd (s0r. 37 :103), was evidently the act that provided
Muhammad with the name for the new faith.” In this uncom-
promising monotheism, with its simple, enthusiastic faith in the
supreme rule of a transcendent being, lies the chief strength of
Islam. Its adherents enjoy a consciousness of contentment and
resignation unknown among followers of most creeds. Suicide is
vare in Moslem lands.

The second dopma in fwdn treats of Muhammad as the
messenget {rasi{) of Allah {slrs. 7 : 147; 48 & 2g), His prophet
{71136, 158), the admonisher (35 : 22} of his people, the last of
a long line of prophets of whom he is the "seal” {33 : 40}, and
therefore the greatest. In the koranic system of theology Mubam-
mad is but & human being whose only miracle is the 742 of the
Koram® but in tradition, folldore and popular belief he is in-
vested with a divine aura, His religion is pre-cminently a practical
one, teflecting the practical and efficient mind of its originator.
It offers no unatrtainable ideal, few theological complications and
perplexities, no mystical sacraments and no priestly hierarchy
involving ordination, consecration and “apostolic succession”.

The Keran is the word (faldm, sirs. 0:6; 48:15, f. 6:
114-15) of Allah. It contains the final revelation (strs. 17 : 107-8;
730 44125 281515 461 11) and s "uncreated”, A koranic
quotation is always introduced with “'saith Allah”. Inits phonetic
and graphic reproduction and in its linguistic form the Karan is
identical and co-eternal with a heavenly archetype (sirs. 56:
76-0; B5 t21-2). Of all miracles it is the greatest: all men and
.Jmn in collaboration could not produce its like (17 : go).

In its angelology Islam gives the foremost place to Gabriel
Uﬁfﬂ]:'lhﬁ\ bearer of revelation (2 : 1),% who is also “the spirit
GG Torvey, The freeith Frundatton of Joler: [Wew Vork, 1033, pp 90, 102

Er 48 5
ot The elegance of it eompesiting, which consttes its mirattdons character
rFaran 13- Ry-30; 1 ¢ 8756 See {bn-Haszm, zi-Fegl f al-3elal weal Adud weal-
* ekl vel, 3 (Coco, 1389), pp 10147 al-Buydt, chfipdn £ "0UiEm ei-Qur'ds
{Csirey 1523), vol. i, pp. 116-35, =
. This s0rah eontains the ealy distinct nrsertion of Gabrids heing the medinm
of revelntion; of, kars 81 ¢ 1920y £ 55
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of holiness" {16 : 104; 2 : 81) and "the faithful spirit” (26: 193).
As a messenger of the supremedeity he corresponds tothe Hermes
of Greek mythology.

Sin can be either moral or ceremonial. The worst and only
unpardonable sin is shird, joining or associating of other gods
with the one true God (4:51, 116). Ascribing plurality to
the Deity seemed most detestable to Muhammad, and in the
Madinese siirahs the polytheists are continualfly threatened with
the last judgment (28 : 52 seq., 21:98 £22.). In Muhammad's
mind “the people of the book", the Scripturaries,! i.e. the Chiis-
tians and Jews, were probably not ineluded among the poly-
theicts, though some commentators on sitr. of @ § would hold
a different view.

The most impressive parts of the Koran deal with eschatolopy.
One whole sdrah (75) is entitled The Resurrection (al-géydmak),
The reality of future life is emphasized by the recurrent references
to Ythe day of judgment™ (1g:35-6; 82 :17-18), “the day of
resurrection” (zz: g 30:56), “the day" (24:24-5; 31:32)
“the hour" (15:8s5; 18: 20) and “the indubitable™ (fig: 1-z).
Future life as depicted in the Keoran, with its bodily pains and
physical pleasures, implies the resurrection of the body

The religious duties ((#édddr) of the Moslem eentre on the
so-called five pillars (zedde) of Islam.

The profession of faith (sdadddad), the first pillar, is summed
up in the Koranic double formula Ja ildka 7lls-I-Lak; Muham-
mgaen rasiebu-I-Lék (no god whatsoever but Allah; Muhammad
iz the meszenper of Allah). These are the first words to strike the
ear of the new-born Moslem babe; they are the last to be uttered at
the grave. Between these two episodes no other words are more
often repeated, They also occur in the muezzin's call to praver
chanted many times daily from the tops of minarets. Islam has
generally satisfied itself with a verbal profession; once the formula
is accepted and reproduced the person ie nominally 8 Moslem,

Five times o day?® is the faithful Moslem suppozed to turn his
face towards Malckah and recite his prescribed prayer. Prayer is
the second pillar of faith. A bird"s-eye view of the Moslem world
at the hour of prayer {ignoring the difference caused by longitude
and latitude) would present the spectacle of a series of concentric

1 H, Lammens, L' Jrlams eropancer ef sustitutions (Beirht, 1026), p. 62,1, 17, nod
p. 315, L 5. ¥ Dawa, midduy, mid-afternoon, sunset and nightfall,
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circles of wnrsmppm"s radiating from the Ka'bah at Makkah and"
covering an ever-widening area from Sierra Leone to Malaysia
and from Tebolsk to Capelown.

The word for ritual prayer, salik, is an Aramaic loan-word, as
its Arabic orthography (with a wdew) suggests. If prayer cxisted
before Islam it must have been unorganized and informal.
Though it is encouraged in an early sfirah {87 : 15) and its re-
quirements are set forth in certain Makkan revelations (11t @ 116
17 : 8p-81; 30 : 16-17), ritual prayer, with its prescribed number
of five scparate and distinet orisons per day and the prerequisite
state of legal purity or ceremonial cleanliness (2 : 239, 24: g7,t
41 46, 5 : 8-0), was not instituted until the Madinese period. The
middle prayer (2 : 239) was the last enjoined. The number five,
aceording to al-Bukhdri,® was a compromise reached after Allah
had asked for fifty on the occasion of Muhammad's visit to the
seventh heaven on his nocturnal journey (sir. 17 : 1), Siir. 4 : 46
seems to suggest that the limitation and [ater interdiction of the
use of wine may have owed its origin to the necessity of keeping
the divine service free from undue disturbance.

The ritual prayer i5 a legally defined act pecformed by all
with the sarne general bodily postures and genuflections and with
the same proper orientation. The worshipper should be in a state
of legal purity (#akdrak), and the use of Arabic as a medium of
expression is absolutely incumbent upon him, no matter what his
native tongue may be, In its stereotyped form prayer is not so
much petition or supplication? as it is the mention of Allak's
name (62 : g-10; 8:47) The simple and meaningful fardak,
often likened to the Lord's Prayer, is reiterated by the faithful
Moslem about twenty times a day, This makes it onc of the most
often repeated formulas ever devised. Doubly meritorious is the
voluntary ritbal prayer performed at night (fehaifud, 17 : 813
5o : 38-g), for it is 2 work of supererogation (ndfilak).

The Friday noon prayer is the only public one (62 : g; 5 : 63)
and is obligatory for all adult males. Certain mosques have
places reserved for women. One feature of the Friday service is
the khugbak (address) delivered by the leader (im:dm), in which
‘“m'ﬂi‘iﬁfﬁ' prayer is offered on behalf of the ruling head of the

i
lﬂf F= 355: I.rr ' 3 Sakik, vol. 1, pp. 88 seg. of, Gen, 18 - 23-13.

* This ke '3, Y a d
“_hh the l'&r:nnl ‘r;-;;':tg‘i[l__ ed and peivate or indwidusl prayer, oot to be confused

y 1
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state. This congregational assembly had for its prototype the
Jewish synagogue worship, butwas influenced in its later develop-
ment by the Christinn Sunday service. In digmity, simplicity and
orderliness it is unsurpassed as a manner of collective worship.
Standing erect in self-arranged rows in the mosque and follow-
ing the leadership of the fmdm with precision and revercnce,
the worshippers present a sight that is always impressive, As a
disciplinary measure this congregational prayer must have had
great value for the proud, individualistic sons of the desert. ft
developed in them the sense of social equality and the con-
sciousncss of solidarity. It promoted that brotherhood of com-
munity of believers which the religion of Mubammad had
theorctically substituted for blood relationship. The prayer
ground thus became “the first drill ground of Istam™.
Prescribed oripinally as a voluatary act of love and considered
almost dentical with peety, zaddh (lepal aims, sOirs 2z 40, 79,
1g2, 263-0, 273-§, 280} evolved into an obligatory tax on property,
including moncy, cattle, corn, fruit and merchandisc. In the
Koran (o5, 2 : 40, 77, ete) zakih iz often associated with the
galck. The young Islamic state collected zakih through regular
officials and administered 1t from & central treasuty o support
the poor among the commumnity, build mosques and defray
governmetit cxpenses (s, g ; 60). The word zafdfh 15 of Aramaic
origin and is more specific than radegatk, which 15 voluntary and
implies alms.giving in general. Zakih is a purcly denominational
institution, involving alms raised and distnbuted among Mos-
temns alone, Its underlying principle tallies with the tithe, which,
according to Pliny,! the South Arabian merchants had to pay to
their god before they were allowed to sell their spices. Tts exact
amount varied and has been determined in the various eases by the
Sfgh (religious kaw), but generally it averaged two and a half per
cent, Even soldiers’ pensions were not exempt. Later, with the dis-
integration of the purely Islamic state, zakdh was againleft to the
Moslem's conscence. Znkih constitutes thethicd pillarof the faith
Though penitential fasts are preseribed a number of times in
the Madinese sirahs (38 :5; 19:27; 41 94; 2 : 192}, Ramadin
as a fasting month is mentioned only once (2 : 170-Br). That
particular manth, which may have been sacred in pre-Istamic
days, was chosen because in it the Koran was firsl revealed
2 Dk, KIE, ch 32,
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{str. 2 ; 181) and the victory of Badr won, Abstinence from ali
“food and drink is enjoined from dawn till sunset (str. 2 : 183}
Instances in which violence has heen used in modern times by
the government or by the populace against a non-fasting believer
in Moslem lands are not unknown. :
.We have no evidence of any practice of fasting in pre-Islamic
pagun Arabia, but the institution was, of course, well established
among both Clristians and Jews (Matt. 4 ; 2; Deut. g : g). Ibn-
Hisham 1 states that the Quraysh in the Jahiliyah days were wont
to spend ene month a year on Mt. Hird" practising penance
(tafameuntk). In al-Madinah and before instituting Ramadan,
Muhammad evidently observed the tenth of Muharram (' &@rkir 2')
asa fast day; this he had adopted from the Jews.® In the Makkan
silrahs the word for fasting (fewsm) occurs enly once (1g: 27),and
there apparently in the sense of "silence™,
Pilgrimage (faff, slrs. 3:01; 2: 192-6; §: 1-2, g6) is the

fifth and last pillar of Islam. Once in a lifetime every Moslem B

of cither sex who can afford it is supposed to undertake at a
stated time of the year a holy visit to Makkah. *Umrak is the
lesser pilgrimage to Makkah and may be made individually and
at any time.

The pilarim (%4/f) makes his entry into the holy precincts as a
mhrim (wearing a seamless garment) and performs the seven-
fold circurnamnbulation of the Ka'bah (fa204/) and the seven-fold
tourse (sa'y) between the adjacent al-Safa mound and the
Marwah eminence lying oppesite.® The hajj proper begins with
the march to "Arafah,! which lasts from the seventh to the
eighth of dhu-al-Hijjah. The halts (zngif) take place at the
outlying sanctuaries of "Arafah, namely, al-Muzdahfah and
Mina. The stone-throwing ceremony takes place on the way to
the vailey of Mina at Jamrat al-"Aqabah. With the sacrifice at
Mina of & camel or of a sheep or other horned domestic animal
(Koran 22: 14-7), which always takes place on the tenth of
dhu-sl-Hijjah and is celebrated throughout the Moslem world
as 'Id al-Agha (the festival of sacrifice), the whole ceremony

ﬁ: Herzd, pp. 1512, T ¥ Bukhin, vol i, p. 208; Lev. 16 2 o4,
Mosdens, neconiing to their tradifen, perform the re'y m commemoration of
the fact thet Hagar mma bach and farth seven Bimes botwoon thess tho ennmcoces
ieakinf for a spong for her dhirsty zon,

© . % "arufah i the valley and "Amfat the mountsin, aceording to Ralat, Arrds,
vol.i, P 44, bt thie two words are often upsd mterchangrably,
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formally ends. After the shaving of the head the garment
(#Ardm) is discarded and the #4441 {scoular condition) resumed,
As long as he s mzefirdrs, 2 sanetified state, the pilgrim roust
chserve, in addition to the abstinences imposed in connection
with the fasting of Ramadin, such as sexual intercourse, those
special regulanions forbidding the shedding of bleod, hunting
and the uprooting of plants Fasting, however, i3 not required

Pilgrimape to haly places was an ancient Semitie institution !
Echoes of it survived to Old Testament days (Ex. 23: 14, 17;
34 : zz-3; T Sam. 1: 3} Oniginally 1t may have been a feature
cf solar cult, the ceremonies of which coincided with the autumnal
evjuinox and constituted a kind of farewell to the harsh rule of
the burning: sun and a welcamning to Quzah, the thunder-ged of
fernlity. In pre-Islamic days the annual fairs of Morth Arabia
were followed by a pilgrimage in dhuo-al-IDjjah to the Ka'bah
and "Arafah. In the seventh year of the Hijrah Muhammad
adopted and Islamized the ancient pilgrim rites centring on the
Ka'bah and "Arafah. Tn these rites Islam enteced upon its largest
share of heritape from pre-Ielamie Arabin, Rif‘at® relates that
when 2 Bedown nowadays makes his ritual walk round the
Ka'bah he repeats in colloguial Arabic: "0 Lord of this Honse!
I testify that I have come, Say not that I have not came. Forgive
me and fargive my father, of you will. Otherwise forgive me in
spite of your unwillingness, for I have performed my plgrimape,
as you see.''?

A constant trek of pilpeims across Central Africa, from Sene-
gal, Liberia, Nigeria, 13 ever on the move castward and increas-
ing in numhers as it gocs along. Some are en foot, others on
camel-back. The majority are men, but a few are women and
children. They trade, they beg, they work ther way into the
Hiphly Honourcd Makkah (al-Mukarramal) and the Greatly
Ibaminated City (al-Madimah al-Munawwarah). Many fall by
the wayside and are martyrs, those who surnve finally strike

1 . Hobertzon Eml.th, Foecttires on dhe R:f:_pen qu the Semtl‘ﬂ', sl'iﬂ ad h}‘ S.. A,
Caool. [Londen, 1927), pp o, 276

® ¥al 1, p. 35

E The same suthority (eol i, p. 35} overieard o Bedewn woman addsessing
Licrestf to nl-FaThab thos- *0F Lady Laglaht of you bong run to owr region so that
plenty [f&epr} may foliove, T shall ferch yoo g botele of gher so that you my eomnt
your hair*, Hearmg this arothier Bedown woman asked the spealer, " Do you

really mican to fetch her one as you say?"” to which the former rephed, “Hosh, T
s fealing her, Once she Imegs the rain 1 shali fotch aothoapt™



westertt Red. Sc.'t pﬂrt w!:enm.- ﬂmjr are t_mnspurfed Erross b}r. .
_Idhnws B‘ut thir four fmajor caravans ave those from al-Yaman, -
alk Imq. Syria and Egypt. Each of these countries used to send
gnfindily at the head of its caravan a makw! s}rmhn'hc of its
digity. The Mahmil, a splendidly decorated litter, is carried on
a camet that is led and not ridden. Beginning with the. th:r—

Fﬂ?ﬂ' Ldrddler Rphad, vy r"nh'ﬂ’{i"mmﬂ.r

i E -'&"I"TL?LN AND SYRIAN MAHMILS ON THEIR DEPARTURE
3 FRCr*-i AL-MUZDALITAH TO MINA, 1994

teenth ccntury Siich- ?-.Ial;mﬂs were sent by Moslem princes
“anxious to ci|5p]a,1r their independence and assert their claim as
Jprotectors fof | the' ‘Haoly Places. Current tradition holds that
~Shajar-al- Durr, w:.fc of one of the last Ayyibid sultans, originated
ithe ideaof. Mabmﬂ in'the middle of the thirteenth century. Butin
Sﬂvmai f:n.t'!v worls? the ¢laim is made that the Uma.y}rad viceroy
in :11- Imq,the fqmnus al- Ha]jnj (§ ?J;.q.}.\-.as the one who initiated
ﬂ-te m:m,e -Wh'chm er of the bwo stories be correct it was quite

b aias Yagat, Buldsn, vol, i, . 855, 1. 6 ibo
u.l' Hluz e qf aniﬁln {Bdlig, 1258), p. 65
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evidently the Mamlik Baybars (1260—77) who celebrated the
occasion with such special festivities that the custom was estab-
hished on & firm basis! In recent years the Syrian and Egyptian
caravans had been distinguished in splendour. The average
number of pilgrims annually between the first and second World
Wars had been about 172,000 Since then it haz been on the
wcrease, reaching 1o the mid-1g50s the million mark with Egypt
and Pakistan sending the largest numbers. Puritanical ibn-
Su‘dd abolished the Mahmuil, a relic of heatherism. In the pilgrim
age Hijdz had its main source of income until the discovery of oil.
Down through the ages this institution has continued to serve
as the major unifying mfluence 11 Islam and the most effective
cotnmen bond among the diverse believers. It rendered almest
every capable Moslem perforce a traveller for once in his life-
time. The socializing infience of sueh a gathering of the brother-
hood of believers from the four quarters of the earth is hard to
over-estimate. It afforded opportunity for negrocs, Berbers,
Chinese, Persians, Syrians, Turks, Arabs——rich and poor, high
and low—to fraternize and meet topether on the commeon ground
of faith, Of all world religions Islam seems to have attained the
largest measure of success in demolishing the barriers of race,
colour and nationality—at least within the confines of its own
community. The line is drawn only between believers and the
rest of mankind, These hajj gatherings have undoubtedly con-
tributed their share towards the achievement of that result, They
have further provided excellent opportunitics for the propagation
of sectarian ideas among peoples coming from lands not bound
together by the rnodern means of communication and where the
voice of the press is not yet a living voice. Such a movement as the
Saniisi in northern Africn owes its inception and early propapa-
tion to the intercourse provided by the pilgrimage to Makkah.
The duty of jikid, holy war? (siir. = : 186-00), has been raised
to the dignity of a sixth pillar by at least one Moslem sect, the
Kharijites. To it Islam owes its unparalieled expansion as a
worldly power. It is one of the principal duties of the caliph fo

' Suvidty, fern, voloai, p ya; of, ol Magrize, al- Mooy weal 2 nédr, ed Grston
Vet (Cefro, 1922), vof w, p 300, of Sudidé f AMa'rfer Dawad ol Mufcd,
M Quatremére, Misforre des seltonr mamfouke de 'Epppte (Pans, 1Reg) ol
{pt 1% P 145 50, The Maobmul, the marfcs (Ltter) of the Ruwaluh and the Ark
af the Covenont oay o back to the same nnoent Semutic onpn.

% Thearetically there is no secular war in Islam.



From fﬁra-'.ﬁi’l Fifae, AN S aﬁ..!'f.ﬂ.lmu;#
P ('R'IM"‘E AROUND TIE KA'BAH TERTORMING THE FRIDAY
PRAVER, 1008

Fromi firdhinm .l’l'i_-"qr e .l'-nrﬂr-:n_'
aﬁSTFH"\ VIL“ OF THE EA'"BAH, 1908




138 RISE OF 1SLAM AND THE CALIPHAL STATE ranrTn

keep pushing back the geographical wall seperating the dér
gl-fefdm (the land of Islam) from the ofr al-hard fthe war
territory}. This bipartite division of the world into an abade of
peace and an abode of war finds 2 parallel in the communistic
theory of Soviet Russia. Of more reccent years, however,
Jikadd has found less suppert in the Moslem world, chicfly
because of the frapmentation and lingering of many parts under
the control of various alien governments considered too strong or
too benevelent to be everthrown. The last such call to 2 universal
uprising against non-Moslems, made as late as the autumn of
1914 by the Ottoman Sultan-Caliph Mubammad Rashid, proved
an utter farlure,

Another important article of faith iz the belief in the divine
decree of good and evil (sfir. g: 51; 3: 139; 35:2), 2 dominant
factor in Moslem thought and conduct throughout the ages.

The religious obligations (":6d2a!) discussed above constitute
the fundamentals of Islam. But they are not the only ones
instituted by keranic prescription. Right-doing {fedx) has the
same authority behind it. The sanctions of private as well as
public morality in the Moslen world are ali of a relipious
character. Basscally the will of Allah, as revealed throuph
Muhammad, determines what is right (kald! = permitted, legiti-
mate) and what 15 wrong (fardm = forbidden). In the historical
evolution of relipion 1o Arabia, Islam was the first to demand
personzl beltef and personal morality (sGrs. 53 & 50-42, 31: 320
in the realm of etiucal conduct 1t substituted the moral fellow-
ship of religion for the tribal fellowship of bloed kinship. OF the
human virtues it insists en beneficence, in the form of zakah,
most urgently. In such passages as 2 : 172; 3 1 1og, 106, I0g-il;
4:40; 7:31, which stand in favourable comparison with the
best in the Old Testament {e.g. Amos §:23-4; Hes. 6:68
Mie. & : 6-8), its ethical ideals are clearly set forth,



CHAPTER XI

PERIOD OF CONQUEST, EXPANSION AND COLONIZATION
AT B32-GF

Crthedex Caliphs

1, Abu-Bpke N . G334
2, "Umar - , o Bg-as
3. "Uthmin . o fag-5h
4 TANE . . . 656-61

As long as Muhammad lived he performed the functions of
prophet, lawgiver, religious leader, chief judge, commander of
the army and civil head of the state—all in one. But now
Muhammad was dead, Who was to be his successor, his Bhralifah
{caliph), in all except the spiritual function? In his réle as the
last and greatest prophet, who had delivered the final dispensa-
tion to mankind, Muhammad evidently could have no one to
succeed him,

The Prephet left nomale children. Only onedaughter, Fitimah,
the wife of "Ali, survived him. But the Arabian chiefdom or
sheikhdom was not exactly lereditary; it was more electoral,
{ollowing the line of tribal senionty. So even if his sons had not
predeceased him, the problem would nat have been solved. Nor
did Muhammad clearly designate & successor. The caliphate
ic therefore the first problem Islam had to face. It is stll a
living issue. In March 1924, sixiven months after caneelling the
sultanate, the Kemilist Turks abolished the Ottoman caliphate in
Constantinoptz held by “Abd-al-Majid 11, and since then a num-
ber of pan-Islamic congresses have met in Cairo and Makkah
to determine the rightful successer to the Prophet, but all to no
avail. In the words of the distinguished historian of religions, al-
ShehrastEnd (Tr153)? “Never was there an Islamic issuc which
brought about more bloodshed than the caliphate [fmdmak]".

- As always happens when a serious question is thrown open
for popular decision, a number of conflicting parties arose

1P
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subsequent to the death of Muhammad. These were on one side
the Emigrants (mahdfiriin), who based their claim on having
belonged to the tribe of the Prophet and on having been the
first to accept his mission. On the other stood the Madinese
Supporters{(«f1sdr), whoasserted that had they not given Muham.
mad and nascent Islam asylum bath would have perished, Later
these two parties coalesced to form the Companions (raldbak),
Then came the Legitimists {ashad almaps w-al-2e'yin), whe
reasoned that Allah and Muhammad couwld not have left the
comrmunityof believers to the chances and whims of an electorate,
and therefore must have made clear provision for its leadership
by desipnating some particular person to suceeed Mubammad,
*AM, the paternal cousin of the Prophet, the husband of his only
surviving davghter and one of the first two or three belicvers,
was the one thus desipnated and the only legitimate succeszor,
As against the elective principle, this last party held to the divine
right of rule. And last but not lcast came the aristocracy of
Curaysh, the Umayyads, who held the reins of authority, power
and wealth in the pre-lslamic days (but who were the last to
profess [elam) and who later asserted their right to the successop-
ship. It was abu-Sufyin, their head, who had led the opposition
to the Prophet until the fall of Makkah.

The first party triumphed. The aged and pious abu-Bake, a
father-in-law of the Prophet and one of the first three or four to
believe in him, reccived the eath of allegiance (bhay"ak) from the
assembled chiefs, probably in accordance with a previously
arranged scheme between himself, “Umar ibn-al-IChattib 2nd
abu-"Ubaydah ibn-al-]arr@h—the triumvirate whe presided over
the destinies of infant Islam,

Abu-Bakr headed the list of the four orthodox (rdrkidiin)
caliphs, including "Umar, “Uthmén and “Ali. This was a period
in which the Justre of the Prophet’s life had not ceased to shed its
light and influence over the thoughts and acts of the caliphs,
Al four were close associates and relatives of the Prophet. They
lived in al-Madinah, the scene of his last ministry, with the
exception of the last, "Al, who chose al-Kiifah in al-"Iriq for his
capital,

The short caliphate of abu-Bakr (632~4) was mostly occupied
with the so-called sfddeh (secession, apostasy) wars. As ropre-
sented by Arab chroniclers all Arabia outside of al-Hijaz, which
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is alfeged to have accepted Istam and acknowledged the temporal
authority of the Prophet, upon his death broke off from the newly
arpanized state and followed anumberof local and false prophets.
The fact is that with the lack of communication, the utter
absence of organized methods of missionary activity and the
short time involved, not more than one-third of the peninsula
could actuaily have professed Islam during the life of the
Praphet or recognized his rule. Even al-Hijiz, the immediate
scene of his activity, was not Islamized until a year or two before
his death. The delegates (wufid) reported to have come to pay
him homage could not have represented all Arabia, and for a
tribe to become Mostem in those days simply meant that itschiefs
so became.

Many such tribes in al-Yaman, al-Vamamah and "Uman felt
reluctant to pay the zakih to al-Madinah. The death of the
Prophet provided the excuse for active refusal. Jealousy against
the rising hegemony of the Hijaz capital was one of the under-
lying motives. The old centrifugal forces characteristicof Arabian
life were once more in full operation.

Abu-Bakr, however, was adamant in his insistence on un-
conditional surrender from **the seceders™ or war unto destruc-
tion! Khilid ibn-al-Walid was the hero of these wars. Within
some six months his generalship had reduced the tribes of
Central Arabia to submission. First he subjugated the Tayyi’s
then the Asad and Ghatafin, whose prophet, Talhah, the Maoslems
seoffingly styled Tulayhah; and finally the banu-Hanifah in
al-Yamamah, who had gathered under the banner of a prophet
whese name, Musaylimah, appears derisively in the Arabicannals
in, this diminutive form. It was this Musaylimak who offered
the most stubborn resistance. Heunified his religious and worldly
iiterests with Sajah, possibly a Christian, who was the prophetess
and soathsayer of the banu-Tamim and whom he married; with
40,000 men at his command, so we are told, he crushed two
Moslem armies before Khilid arrived with a third. Even from
among this victorious third Khalid fost enough Koran reciters
to endanger the perpetuation of the knowledpe of the sacred
book. Other campaigns were conducted by various Moslern
generals and with varying measures of success? in al-Bahrayn,

) ' Baladhur, p. 94, 1. 14 = Hith, p. 143, 1 23,
Coneult Bnladhur, Pf 94-107 lll:litf.i, PP :_1,3.5;_
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"Umin, Hadramawt and al-Yaman, where al-Aswad had been
acknowledged prophet. Thus most of the rddak wars wers
directed not so much toward holding secessionists by force—
which is the view of Arab historians—as toward bringing over
to Islam many whoe had uvntil that time been ontside the fold,

The peninsula was now united under abu-Balkr by the sword
of Khilid. Arabia had to conquer itself before it could conguer
the world. The momentum aequired in these internal campaipns,
which transforrmmed Arabia for a number of months after the
death of the Prophet inte an armed camp, had to seek new
outlets, and the newly acquired technique of organized warfare
had to be applied somewhere. The warlike spirit of the tribes,
now brought topether into 2 nominally common fraternity, had
to find new channels for assecting iself

The two cardinal events of late ancient times are the Teutonie
migrations resulting in the disruption of the vencrable Roman
empire, and the Arab conquests which demolished the Persian
empire and shook the Byzantine power to its very foundation, Of
these two, the Arab conguests culminating in the ocoupation of
Spain marked the beginmng of the Maddle Ages? 11 some
one in the first third of the seventh Christian century had
had the audacity to prophesy that within a decade some un-
heralded, unforescen power from the hitherto barbarous and little-
known land of Arabia was to make its appearance, hurl itself
against the only two world powers of the age, fall heir to the one
—the Sasinid—and strip the other—the Byzantine—of its fairest
pravinces, he would undoubtediy have been declared a lunatic.
Yet that was cxactly what happened, After the death of the
Prophet sterile Arabia seems to have been converted as if by
mmagic into a nursery of heroes the like of whom both in number
and quality is hard to find anywhere. The military campaigns
of Khalid ibn-al-Walid and *Amr ibn-al-"As which cnsued in al-
"Irsiq, Persia, Syria and Egypt are among the most brilliantly
executed in the history of warfare and bear favourable comparison
with those of Napoleon, Hannibal or Alexander.”

The cnfecbled tondition of the rival Byzantines and S&sanids
who had condueted internecing wars against each other for many
generations; the heavy taxes, consequent upon these wars,
impozed on the cinzens of both empires and undermining their

I Henri Twrenne, Aeberes of Chevlemapar, Tihed (Brussely, 19150
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sense of loyalty; the previous domestication of Arabian tribes
in Syria and Mesopotamia, and particularly along the borders;
the existence of schisms in the Christian church resulting in the
establishment of Monophysite communities in Syria and Egypt
and Nestorian congregations in al-‘Irdq and Persia, together
with the persecution by the orthodox church-——all these paved
the way for the surprisingly rapid progress of Arabian arms.
The Byrantines had negiected the frontier forts. After their
victory of Mu'tah, in the land of ancient Moab, over the column
sent by the Prophet (Sept. 62¢), Heraclius stopped the subsidies
which the Syro-Arab twibes south of the Dead Sea and on the
Madinah-Ghazzah route had repularly recewved.’! The native
Semites of Syria and Palestine 25 well as the Hamites of Egypt
lnoked upon the Arabian newcomers as nearer of kin than their
hated and oppressive alien overlords, In fact the Moslem con-
guests may be locked upon as the recovery by the ancient Near
East of itz early domain. Under the stimulus of [slam the East
now awcke and reasserted iigelf after a millennium of Western
domination. Moreover, the tribute exacted by the new conquerors
was even less than that exacted by the old, and the conguered
could now pursue their religious practices with more freedom
and less interference. As for the Arabians themselves, they
represented a fresh and vigorous stock fired with new enthusiasm,
imbued with the will to conquer and emboldened by the utter
conternpt of death inculcated by their new faith. But no small
share of their seemingly miraculous success was due to their
application of a military technique adapted to the open steppes
of Western Asia and North Africa—the use of cavalry and
camielry—which the Romans never mastered.

‘The ""clerical” interpretation of the Islamic movement, em- mhe
phasized in Arabic sources, makes it entirely or primarily a0
religious movement and lays no stress on the underlying ofu
economic causes. The corresponding and equally discredited =
hypothesis held by many Christians represents the Arabian
Moslems as offering the Koran with the one hand and the sword
with the other. Qutside of the Arabian peninsula and especially
in the instance of the @Al af-#itdd (Christians and Jews) there
was 2 third and, from the standpoint of the conquerors, more
desirable choice besides the Koran and the sword—tribute,

' Theophanes, pp. 3356,
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"Make war . . . upon such of those to whom the Book has
been given until they pay ttibute offered on the back of their
hands, in a state of humiliation.’'t This third cheoice was later
by the necessity of circumstances offercd to Zoroastrians and
heathen Berbers and Turks; in the caze of all of these theory
gave way to expediency. Islam did provide a new battle-cry, a
convenient rallying-pointand a party watchword. [tundeubtedly
acted as a ecohesive and cementing apency for the heterg.
geneous masses never before united and furnished a large part
of the driving force. But it is hardly in itsclf cnough to explain
the conquests. Not fanaticistn but cconomie necessity drove the
Bedouin hordes, and most of the armies of conguest were
recruited from the Bedouins, beyond the confines of their arid
abode to the fair lands of the north, The passion to go to heaven
in the next life may have been operative with some, but the
dosire for the comforts and fuxuries of the civilized regions of
the Fertile Crescent was just as strong in the case of many,

This economic aspect of the interpretation of the congquests,
worked out by Caetani? Becker® and other modern critical
gcholars, was not entirely ignored by the Arab chroniclers of old.
Al-Balidhuri, the most judicieus of the histerians of the con-
guest, declares that in recruiting for the Syrian campaign abu-
Balr "wrote to the people of Makkah, al-T3'if, al-Yaman and
all the Arabs in Najd and al-I1ijaz summoning them to a "holy
war' and areusing their desice for it and for the boaty to be got
from the Grecks"* Rustam, the Persian general who defended
his country against the Arab invasion, made the following remark
to the Moslen envoy: “I have lcamed that ye were forced to
what ye are doing by nothing but the narrow means of liveli-
hood and by poverty.S A verse in the Hamdsah of abu-Tam-
mAm® has put the case terscly:

Me, not for Paridise didst thou the nomad Life fomsake;
Rather, I believe, it was thy yearning after bread and dates,

Envicaged in its proper setting, the Islamie expansion marks the
final stage in the ape-long process of praduat infiltration from

L &ir. g = 20, ¥ Arwnafi, vol, it, pp. 85101,

! In Camdrider Medteval Hirtery [(Hew York, 1913), vol. i, ch. xi.
4 Furdd, p. vo7 = Hitti, p. 165,

' Balidlwsi, pp. 256-7 = Hitti, pp. 411-12, L e 1
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the barren desert to the adjacent Fertile Crescent, the last great
- Semnitic migration.

" The chraniclers, all of whom viewed the events of the conguest
in'the light of their subseguent developments, would alsg have
us believe that these campaigns were conducted through the
sagacity of the first caliphs, particularly abu-Bakr and "Umar,
in accordance with carefully prearranged plans. History shows
but very few cases in which the course of great events was fore-
scen by these who launched them. Far from being entirely the
result of deliberate and eool calculation, the campaigns seem to
have started as raids to provide new outlets for the warring
spirit of the tribes now forbidden to engage in fratricidal com-
bats, the ohjective in most cases being booty and not the gain-
ing of a permanent foothold, But the machine so built soon got
beyond the control of those who built it. The movement acquired
momentum as the warriors passed from victory to victory. It was
then that the systematic campaigns began, and the creation of
the Arab empire followed inevitably. Its creation was therefore
due less to early design than to the logic of immediate circum-
stances.

The clerical or theological view favouring a providential
interpretation of Islamic expansion, correspending to the Old
Testament interpretation of the Hebrew history and to the
medieval philosophy of Christian history, has a faulty phile-
Jlogical basis. The term Islam may be used in three senses:
originally a religion, Islam later became 2 state, and finally a

' culture. Unlike Judaism and the old Buddhism, the religion of

Islam proved as much of an aggressive and missionary religion

. as Christianity. Subsequently it built up a state. The Islam that
conquered the northern regions was not the Islamic religion but
the-Islamic state. The Arabians burst forth upon an unsuspect-
ing world as members of 2 national theocracy. It was Arabianism
and not Mullammadanism that triumphed frst. Not until the
_second and third centuries of the Moslem era did the bulk of
‘ﬂlt people in Syria, Mesopotamia and Persia profess the religion
of Mubammad. Between the military conquest of these regions
. and their religious conversion along period intervened. And when
“they were converted the people turned primarily because of self-
-Intirest—to escape tribute and seck identification with the
tuling cldss; As for Islam as a culture, it developed slowly after

PR
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the military conquests on a substratum composed of the core
and heritage of the Syro-firamaean, Persian and Hellenistie
civilizations which had preceded it. With Istam the Near Ordent
not only recapturcd the whole of its former political domain but
regained in the realm of culture its ancient intellectual pre-
eminenee.



CHAPTER XII

THE CONQUEST OF §YRIA

ATouT the same time that Heraelivs, newly hailed deliverer of
Christendom and restorer of the unity of the Eastern Empire,
was in Jerusalem reinstalling the true Cross,® which had just
been recovered from the Persians, his troops beyond the Jordan
reported an attack by an Arabian band which was repefled with
little difficulty. Mu'tah, on the frontier of al-Balgd® to the east
of the southern extremity of the Dead Sea, was the scene of the
encounter. Zayd ibn-Harithah, the adopted son of Muhammad,
was the leader; under him were 3000 men.® Zayd lost his Jife
in the rald and the newly copverted Whilid ibn-al-Walid
succeeded in leading the remnant of the shattered army back
to af-Madinah. The ostensible object of the raid was to avenge
the martyrdom of the Prophet's emissary sent to the (hassanid
prince of Bugra; the real one was to secure the coveted Mash-
raffyah? swords manufactured at Mu'tah and neighbouring
towns with a view to using them in the impending attack on
Makkah, The event was nuturally interpreted as one of the
ordinary raids to which the settled peoples of the borderland
had long been acrustomed; but actually it was the fist gun in a
struggle that was not to cease until the proud Byzantine capital
had fallen (1453) te the latest champions of Islam and the
name of Mubammad substituted for that of Christ on the walls
of the most magnificent cathedral of Christendom, 5t. Sophia.

The Mu'tah engagement was the only campaign against Syria
in the lifetime of the Prophet. The Tabiik* expedition in the
following vear (A.. 9f630) led by him in person was blood-
less, though it netted a few Jewish and Christian dases.

At the conclusion of the Riddah wars in the autumn of 633,

 Eept. 14, Gy, still oclebented with benfire in the Labanan,

* Tobari, vel, 1, p. 1610, €F. Theophianss, p. 335.

! From dfieshdrsf al-Sha'm, ie. the highlands overlooking Sysia. M. J. de Gacjs
Afrioive rur Is comgutte de Iz Syree (Leyden, 1000), p. 5.

* Wagili, pp. 425 reg; Baladbud, p. 5o = Hitti, p. gz,
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three detachments of about 3000 men each, lcd respectively
by 'Amr ibn-al-'As, Yazid ibn-abi-Sufyin and Shurahhﬂ ibn-
Hasanah ! marched northward and began operations in seuthern
and south-castern Syria. Vazid had as standatd bearer his brother
Mu'awiyah, the future distinpuished founder of the Umayyad
dynacty. Vazid and Shurahbil took the direct Tabilk-Ma'in
route, whereas "Amr, who in case of unified action was to be
commarnder in chief, toolk the coast route via Aylah. The numbers
of each detachment were later augmented to some 7500 men.,
Abu-"Ubaydah ibn-al-Jarrah, scon to become generalissimeo,
probably headed one of the reinforcements and tosk the famous
pilgrims’ route which followed the older transport route from
al-Madinah to Damascus.

In the first encounter, at Wadi al-"Arabah, the great depression
south of the Dead Sea, Yazid trivmphed over Sergius the
patrician of Palestine, whose headguarters were at Casaren
(Qayedriyah). On their retreat towards Ghazzah the remnant of
the several thousand Byzantine troops under Sergius were over-
taken at Dathin and almost annihilated (February 4, 634). In
ather places, however, the natural advantages of the Byzantines
were telling and the Moslem invaders were betng harassed.
Heratlius, whose ancestral home was Edessa (al-Kuha") and
whose six years’ campaigning had cleared the Persians from
Syria and Epypt, hastened from Emesa (Hims) to organize and
dispatch to the south a fresh army under his brother Theodorus.

In the meantime Khalid ibn-al-Walid, “"the sword of Allah™?
who was operating in al-"Iriq at the head of some five hundred
Riddah veterans in co-operation with the banu-Shaybin, a
subttibie of the Bake ibn-WaT domiciled on the Persian border,
was ordered by abu-Bake to rush to therefief of his fellow penerals
on the Syrian front. Though a minor affair in itself and under-
taken pnssibty without the !cnnw!edge of the :;ali'ph. chrono-
logically the raid on al-'Iriq stands at the commencerent of
the Moslern military cnterprises. But from the standpoint of
al-Madinah and al-Hijiz neiphbouring Syria was the place
of chief concern. Before abu-Bakr issued his orders al-Hirah in
al-'Iriq had capitulated to Khilid and his ally al-Muthanna 1

¥ Cloal-Bayrs, Furdh of Sho'or, o3 W, M. Lees (Calenttn, 1953-4), pp 8-11, jodt.
¥ Wagidi, p. q02; 1bn "Asikir, of- Ta'ribd af Aadir, ed. "Abd-al-(&dir Badrin,
vol. v {Damaseus, 1332}, pp. 92, 101,
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Harithah, the chief of the Shaybin Bedouins, for a consideration
of 50,000 dirhams. This town with its.Arab Christian kinglet was
the earlicst acquisition of Islam outside the peninsula and the
first apple to fall from the Persian tree. “Ayn al-Tamr, a forti-
fied place in the desert north-west of al-Kafah, had also been
captured just before the famous march on Syria.

Khalid's itinerary through the desert presents many historical
and geographical problems, for different authors have given us
different routes and conflicting dates.! As reconstructed from
a critical examination of all the sources® his march probably
started from al-Hirah (March 634) and led westward through
the desert to the oasis of Dimat? al-Jandal (modern al-Jawf),
sitwated midway between al-"Teg and Syria on the easiest route.
Onee in Diimah he could have continued through Widi al-3ichan
{zncient Batn al-Sirr) to Bugra, the first gateway of Syria; but
forts lay on the way. Therefore Khilid took ithe north-western
route from Diimah to Quriqir® en the eastern boundary of
Wadi Sirbin and thence pushed due northward to Suwa,® the
secontd pateway of Syria, & journey of five days in an almest
waterless desert. A certain Rifi' ibn-"Urnayr of the Tayyi' tribe
acted as guide. Water for the troops was carried in bags; but
for the horses the paunches of the old camels, later to be
slaughtered for food, served as reserveirs.® The troops, five to
eight hundred in all, rode camels; the few horses to be uzed at
the time of the encounter were led alongside. At one spot
Rafi', with eyes so dazzled by the rays of the sun reflected from
the sand that he could not see the expected sipn for water,
besought the men to look for a box-thom ("awrar). As they dug
near it they struck damp sand whence water trickled forth, to
the relief of the distressed army.

With dramatic suddenness Khilid appeared in the neighbour-
hood of Damascus {(Dimashq) and directly in the rear of the
Byzantine army after only eighteen days' journey. Herc he

P CL Balidhod, pp. sto-1z; Va'qaki, Fo'ridh, wol. @, pp. i50-55; Tabar,
Feb e, G Toosbers et oion g Toatl Adi, - et

£ Alois M'I'.EI.'T,Ar:aﬁ.in EEWIEJ{NEW Yorlk, 1927}, pz,ds?;g:;s. i

? Mentloned in Gan. 251 14, Is. 82 2 11,

! Moders Qultin Carigir.

! Kenr medecn Snb® Bipkr (seven wells) porth-cast of Damascus,

! Ashurbenipel refors to cnemy Arebs who “ripped vpen their riding.comels®
tor quench their thirst; Tackenhill, vel, 8, § Bay; Mosil, Arstic Dererte, p 570
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besan his marauding expeditions in the course of one of which
he encountered and defeated the Chrstian forees of the Ghas-
ginide at Marj Rihit? on their Easter Sunday. Thence Khalid
continued his triumphal march against Bugra (Eski-Shiim or Old
Damascus). Here he evidently succecded in effecting o junchion
with the other Arabian forces, resulting in the bloody victory at Aj-
nadayn®on July 30, 634, which laid open before them practically
all Palestine. With the junction of the forces Khilid assumed
supreme command of the united army. Systermatic campaigning
now began. Bugra, one of the Ghassinid eapitals, fell without
miuch resistance. Iihl (or Fahl, Gr. Pella), east of the Jordan and
commanding its crossing, followed suit on January 25, 635, The
road towards the Syrian metropolis of Damascus was cleared by
the rout of the enemy at Mar] al-Suffar®on February 25,635, Two
weeks Iater Khilid stood before the gate of the city reputed by
tradition to be the oldest in the world and from whose walls
Paul was let down in a basket on that memorable night of his
flight. Damaseus, soon to become the capital of the [slamic
cmpire, surrendered in September 635, after six months’ sicge,
through treachery on the part of the civil and ecclesiastical
authorities, who included the father of the celebrated St. John,
of whom we shall later hear under the Umayyads. Abandoned
by the Byzantine garrison, the civilian population of Damascos
capitulated. The terms served as a model for future arrange-
ments with the remaining Syro-Palestinian cities :

In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful, This is what
Ehalid ibt-al-Walid would grant to the inhabitants of Damaseus i he
enters therein: he promises to give them security for their loves, property
and churches. Their gty wall shall not be demolished, neit]ier shail any
Moslem be quartered in their houses. Theretnto we give to them the pact
of Aliah and the protection of His Propher, the ealiphs and the believers.
Eo long as thoy pay the poll tax, nothing but goad shull befall them

The poll tax was evidently one dinar and one farf$ (measure of
wheat) on every head, which sum "Umar ibn-al-Khattab later
increased. Ba'labakl:, Hims, Hamh (Epiphania) and other
towns fell one after the other like ninepins. Nothing stood in

* A Ghessinid camp ebout 15 miles from Damasess, nenr “Adhrd’,

¥ Mot Jamndbatayn; sco 8. D Gotein in_fournal, Amercon Oreentsl Society,
sl Ixx {rggo), po 1ob.

® A pluin 20 mues south of Damascus. * Baladhur, p. 121=Hun, p. 185
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the way of the advancing conqueror. “The people of Shayzar
[Larissa] went out to meet him accompanied by players on the
tambourines and singers and bowed down before him.*'1

In the meantime Heraclius had mustered an army of soma
50,000 again under his brother Theodorus, and was prepared for
a decisive stand, Khalid relinquished for the time being Hims,
even Dlamascus and other strategic towns, and concentrated
some 25,000 men? at the valley of Yarmik,? the eastern tributary
of the Jordan, Months of skirmishing eame to a climax on
Auprust 20, 636, 2 hot day clouded by the wind-blown dust? of
one of the most torrid spots on earth and undoubtedly fixed upon
by Arabian generalship. Before the terrific onslaught of the sons
of the desert the efforts of the Byzantine troops, aided by the
chants and prayers of their pricsts and the presence of their
crosses,® proved of no avail. These of the Byzantines and their
Armenian and Arab mercenaries who were ngt slaughtered on
the spot were relentlessly driven intoe the stcep bed of the river
and the Rugqid valley; the few who managed to escape across
it were aimast ameiliilated on the other side. Theadarus Brmself
fell and the imperial army was converted into g fleeing, panic-
stricken mab. The fate of Syria wae decided. Qne of the fairest
provinces was for ever lost to the Eastern Empire. “"Farewell,
€ Syria, and what an excellent country this is for the enemyl"*
were Heraclius' words of adieu.

The turn of the administrator, the pacifier, now came. Abu-
‘Ubaydah, one of the most esteemed Companions and members
of the Madinese theocracy and hitherto a contingent leader on
the Syrian front, was appointed by 'Umar governor-general
and caliphal vice-regent to replace Khalid, apainst whom "Umar
seems to have harboured some personal feeling, Abu-"Ubaydah
accompanied Khilid northward. No further serious resistance
stond in the way of the Arabian arms until the nateral limits of
Syria, the Taurus Mountains, were reacherd, and no difficulty was
experienced in reclaiming the cities previously conquered. A

' Balidbiond, p 131 = Hith, pp. 201-2,

b Amb estimates of the Byzantine army ot 100,000 to 240,600 and of the Meslem
arniy at 40,000 are s unrehable a8 the Greek, Cf Michsl 1= Syrien, Chronigus, ed.
J-B. Chabet, vol.sv (Fans, 1510}, p. 416, tr. Chabot, val.ii {Paris, 1001}, p. 421,

! Hear the junchion al the Yarmiok nod al-Rugqid.  Net o be coofused with
Jnrmuth of Josh, 10! 3, modern Ehirbat Yarmmik, near Ajnadayn,

4 See . L. P Dickaon, FEe Arch of the Desert {London, la4at. pp. 23h-6s,
® Bogd, . sor: ibo-'Askkin, wol. |opo 163 0 dhalkdhen, p. 137 = Hiw, p. 210,



cwxyy  '°  THE CONQUEST OF SYRIA 153

statement attributed to the people of Hims is representative
of the sentiment cherished by the native Syrians towards the
new conguerors: ““We like your rule and justice far better than
the state of oppression and tyranny under which we have been
living".? Antioch, Aleppo and other northern towns were soon
added to the list. Qinnasrin (Chalcis) was the only city that was
not casily dealt with. In the south only Jerusalem and Casarea,
which was strictly Hellenized, held their gates stubbornly closed
in‘ the face of the invaders, the former #ill 638 and the latter
till October 640. Cesarea received help by sea which the
Arabians had no means of intercepting, but after seven years of
intermittent raids and siege it succumbed before the attack of
Mu'awiyah, aided by the treachery of 2 Jew within the walls,
Between 633 and 640 all Syria from south to north was subdued.
This “easy conquest'” * of the land had its own special causes.
The Hellenistic eulture imposed on the land since its conguest by
Alexander {332 B.C.) was only skin-deep and limited to the urban
population. The rural people remained ever conscions of cultural
and racial differences between themselves and their masters. This
racial antipathy between the Semitic population of Syria and the
Greek rulers was augmented by sectarian differences. The Mono-
physite church of Syria insisted that Christ had but one nature
instead of the two (divine and human) formulated by the Synod
of Chalcedon (451) and acecpted by the Greek church of Byzan-
tium. The christological compromise of Heraclius, promulrated
in 638 on the basis of a formula devised by Sergius® the patriarch
of Constantinople, aimed at ignoring the question of the nature
or natures in the person of Christ and emphasizing his one will
(#héléma). Hence the name Monothelite for a Christian who
_accepted the new formula. Like other religions compromises this
one neither pleased the orthodox nor satisfied the dissenters.
Instead it resulted in the creation of a third problem and a new
party. But the bulk of the population of Syria remained Mono-
. phsite. Behind their development and maintenance of a separate
++ Syrian church there undoubtedly lay a submerged, semi-articu-

late feeling of nationality.

- " Just before the fall of Jerusalem the Caliph "Umar came to the 11
! Baladhiir, p. 137, L 13 = Hutti, p, 211, iy

.1 BEnlidhori, p, 116, 1. 18 pe 125, HL 13, 19=Titt, i o
o P 316, L 18, p, 136, WL 13, 19=Titti, p. 179, 1. 17, p. 103, 1. 23
! A Syrian of Jacobite neaae, & B
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military camp of al-}3bwyah, which lay north of the Yarmik
battlefield and whoze name ie still borne by the western gate of
Damascus; his purpose was to solemnire the conquest, fix the
status of the conquered, consuit with his gentralissimo, abu-
"Ubaydah, whom he had substtuted for Khihd after the Yarmiik
battle, and lay down necessary regulations for the administration
of the newly acquired termitory. When Jerusalem fell it too was
visited by "Umar. As the patriarch of Jerusalem, Sophronius,
styled the "honey-tongued defender of the church”, was showing
the aged caliph round the holy places he was 80 impressed by
the uncouth misn and shabby raiment of his Arabian visitor
that he ig said to have turned to an attendant and remarked in
Greek, *“Truly this is the abormnation of desolation spoken of by
Darnucl the Prophet as standing in the holy place™?

Soon abu-'Ubaydah fell victim at 'Amwis (or "Amawis) to
an epidemic which is said to have carried off 20,000 of his
troops, and after the death of his successor, Yazid, the power
passed to the hands of the shrewd Mu‘Swivah.

Syria was now divided into four milnary distnets (sing. pand)
corresponding to the Roman and Byzaatine provinces found at
the time of the conquest. These were: Dimashg, Hims, al-
Urdunn {Jordan) comprsing Galilee to the Syrian desert, and
Filastin (Palestine], the land south of the great plain of Exdraclon
{Mary thn-"Amir). The northern district, Qinnasrin, was added
later by the Umayysd Caliph Yazid I,

So swift and easy an aequisition of so strategic a territory
from the first potentate of the ape gave the newly rising power
of Islam prestige in the eyes of the world and, what 15 more
important, confidence in its own destiny. From Syria the hordes
sweptinto Egypt and thence made their tnumphant way through
the rest of northern Africa. With Syna as a base the onward
push to Armenia, northern Mesopotamia, Georgia and Adhar-
bayjin became possible, as did the raids and attacks which for
many years to come were to be earried on against Asiz Minor,
With the help of Syrian troops Spam in far-of Europe was in
less than a hundred years from the death of the Prophet brought
within the ever widening circle of Islam.

! Theophnnes, p. 138, Constuntne Parphyroperatus, * Be adminstrandommpens®,
in J-P. Migne, Petralopra Greca, vol. exin (Pams, 1864}, col. 109, Dan 11 § 31
hophtogies wes probably of Marcoite ongin,
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L TRAQ AND FERSIA CONQUERED

WHEN Khilid in 634 made his memorable dash westward from
al-Hirzh he left the "Irfg front in the hands of his Bedouin ally
al-Muthanna ibn-Harithah, sheikh of the banu-Shayban, In the
meantime the Persians were preparing a counter-attack and suc-
cecded in almost annihilating the Arabian bands at the Battle
of the Bridge ! near al-Hirah, November 26, 634. Undaunted,
al-Muthanna undertook a new raid and in October or November
of the following year scored over the Persian general Mihr8n a
victory at al-Buwayb on the Euphrates. But al-Muthanna was
no more than & Bedouwin chief, with no Madinese or Makkan
connections, and had not heard of or accepted Islam until after
the death of the Prophet. The Caliph “Umar therefore chese
Sa'dibn-abi-Waqqas, cneofthose Companions promised Paradise
by Mubammad at the conclusion of the Battle of Badr, as com-
mander in chicf and sent him at the head of new reinforcements
to al-'Iriq. By that ume the wictory of Yarmik had been won
and the fate of Syria sealed Sa'd with s 10.000 men measured
his strength for the first fime with the Persian Rustam, the
administrator of the empire, at al-Q}adisiyah, not far from al-
Hirah, The day {the last of May or first of June 637) was
cxtremely hot and was rendered dark by the wind-blown dust,
a day not unlike that on which the battle of Yarmik was fought.
The same tactics were used with the same resulis. Rustam was
killed, the large S8sinid army dissolved in panic and all the
fertile lowlands of al-"Iriiq?® west of the Tigris {Dijlah) lay open
to the invaders, The welcome on the part of the Aramaean
peasants was no less cordial than that tendered by the Syrian
peasants, and for much the same reasons, The Semitic “Irdqis

1 Avross the Euphreates, Baladbur, pp. 251-3; Tebar, vol. i, pp. 2194-2201,
* Yrip. prohably & loan-nord from Fahlawi meaning “lowlend™, corresponds to
Ar Sewdd, back lond, nsed to brng eut the contrest with the Arobian desort
' Vaqit, vol. B, p 1745 of A, T, Olmstead, Bisfory of Arpric{ew York, to17), p 6o

. 553
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looked upon the Iranian masters as aliens and felt closer kin-
ship with the newcomers. As Christians they had not been
especially favoured by the followers of Zoroaster. For centuries
before Islam petyy Arab chicftains and kinglets had flourished
on the ‘Irig-Arabian border, The Arab control of the valley of
the two rivers was anticipated by intimate relations with its
pecples dating to the carly Babylonian era, by growing acquaint-
ance with its culture and by the admixture of barder Bedouins
with its inhabitants. As in the case of Syria after Yarmiik an
influx of fresh Arablan tribes, atiracted by the new economic
advantages, took place inte the newly conguered territory.

The Persian capital, Ctesiphon,! was Sa'd's next abjective,
With characteristic dash and energy he pushed ahead and at a
convenient ford effected the erossing of the Tipris, much swollen
by the spring fioeds. The feat was accomplished without loss
of life to the army and was hailed a5 2 miracle by Moslem
chreniclers. In June 637 52'd made his triumphal entry into the
capital whose garrison together with the emperor had deserted it
Arab chroniclers outdo themselves in their extravapant deserip-
tion of the booty and treasures captured therein, Their estimate
is nine hillion dirhams.?

The occupation of the preatest royal city in hither Asia brought
the sons of barren Arabia inte dircct contact with the luxuries
and comforts of the then modern high life. The fweds A¥sra, the
royal palace with its spacicus audience chamber, graceful arches
and sumptuous furnishings and decorations—all celchbrated in
later Arabic poctry-—was now at the disposal of 5a"d. Amusing
as well as instructive are some of the anecdotes embedded in the
Arabic chronicles which threw light upen the comparative cul-
ture of the two peoples. Camphor, never seen beforc, was
naturally taken for salt and used as such in cooking.! "The
yellow" (af-gafrs’, ie. gold), something unfamiliar in Arabia,
was offered by many in exchange for "the white™ (al-baydd’,
gilver),* When an Arabizn warrior at al-Hirah was blamed for

1 Arabie al-Madi'in, literelly the cities, which indioded Seleods and Cesiphon
on eithir side of the Tipris some 20 milea south-cast of Bagrhdad.
L] Tabﬁarj, val. i, p, 2436; cf. ibn-al-Athir, vel. ii, p. 400, Caetond, duwal, vol. i,
. 7426,
o et g, e Fali o . Derenbourg {Paris, 895, 5: 134,
! Febber, porng; e C. E. §. Whitting (London, 10470, p. 79 OF. 2i-Dinawari, efs
Abkbir al-Fawdd, ed. V. Guirgass (Leyden, 1888), p. 134.
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gelling a nobleman’s daughter who fell as his share of booty for
only 1ooo dirhams, his reply was that he “never thought there
was a number above ten hundred”.! -

After al-Qadisiyah and al-Mada’in the systematic conquest
of the empire began from the newly founded military base at
al-Basrah. By express command of the caliph the military camp
of al-Kiifah, near older al-Hirah, was to be the capital in prefer-
ence to Ctesiphon, where Sa’d had built one of the first Moslem
places of worship in al-"Irdq.

In the meantime the Sasinid Yazdagird III and his imperial
court were flecing northward. Anocther futile stand (end of 637)
st Jaloli' on the fringe of the Persian highlands and all of
al-‘Irig lay prostrate at the feet of the conquerors. In 641 al-
Mawsil (Mosul), near the site of ancient Nineveh, was reached
and captured. This brought to a successful culmination the
expedition which was started from northern Syria by "Iyad ibn-
(Ghanm. In the same year the last great battle, that of Nihawand
(near ancient Ecbatana), was fought, with a nephew of Sa'd
leading the Arabian forces, and resulted in a disastrous defeat
of the last remnant of Yazdagird’s army. Khiizistin (ancient
Elam, later Susiana, modern 'Arabistin) was occupied 1n 640
from el-Bagrah and al-Kafah. In the meantime an attempt was
made on the adjoining provinee of Pars {Fiaris, Persia proper)?
on the eastern shore of the Persian Gulf, from al-Bahrayn, which
with al-Basrah and al-F Gfah formed now a third military base of
operation against Iran. The stiffening resistance of the non-
Semitic population was finally broken by "Abdullah ibn-'Amir,
the governer of al-Bagrah, who occupied Istakhr (Persepolis),
the chief city of Firis, in 640502 After Firis the turn of the
great and distant provinee of Khurfs@a, in the north-cast, came:
the path then lay open to the Oxus. The subjection of Mukrén,
the coastal region of Baluchistan, shortly after 643 brought the
Arabs to the very borders of India,

© As early us 640 2n attempt was made on Byzantine Armenia
- by "Iyad. About four years later an expedition set out from Syria

1 Dalhitbued, p. 244 = Hiltd, p, 382; of, Fable, pp. 114015,

? The Perslans called their countey 1tin, of which Fars (the home of itz two
grestést dynasties, the Achaemenid and the Sisfold) was hut the southern provincs,
The Greeks corrupted old Pers. Pirss ta Persir and used it for the whele kingdom,

! Bte Tabad, val L pp -2545-51; Castani, vol. iv, pp 151-3, vol +, pp. I9-37,
vul. wif, pp. 2120, 245-56,

L
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under the leadership of Hablb ibn-Maslamah, but the district
was not completely reduced till about G521

The military camp al-Kiifah became the capital of the newly
conquerad territories. Heedless of "Umar’s insistence on the old-
fashioned simplicity characteristic of al-Hijfz, 5a'd erected hers
a residence medelled on the royal palace of Ctesiphon. The pates
of the old capital were transported to the new, a symbolic
custom practised repeatedly in the Arab East. Built first of reeds
as barracks to house the soldiers and their families, 1he camp
exchanged its huts for unbaked brick houses and svon grew into
an important metropolis. Along with its sister camp al-Basrah,
al-Kifah became the pelitical and intellectual centre of Arab
Mesopatamia unti the "Abbisid al-Mansgiir built his world-
famous city, Baghdad.

In 651 the young and ill-starred Yazdagird, fleeing with his
crown, treasures and a few followers, fell victim to the greed of
one of his own people in 2 muller's hut near Marw (Pers. Marv) 2
With his death there came to an ignoble end the last ruler of an
empire that had flourished with one interruption for some twelve
cenbyries, an empire that was net fully to rise again for eight
hundred years or more.

This initial and inconclusive conquest of Persia took about a
decade to achieve: the Moslem arms met with much more
stubborn resistance than in Syria. In the campaign some
35,000-40,000 Arabians, inclusive of women, children and slaves,
must have taken part, The Persians were Aryans, not Semites;
they had enjoyed a national existence of their own for centuries
and represented a well-organized military power that had been
measuring swords with the Romans for over four hundred years.
In the course of the following three centurics of Arab rule Arabic
became the official language as well as the speech of cultured
society and, {0 a limited extent, of ordinary parlance. But the
old =pirit of the subject nation was to rise again and restore its
neglected tongue. Persia contributed a large share of the Qar-
matian (Carmathian) movement which for many years shook
the caliphate to its foundation; it alse had much to do with the
development of the Shi'ite sect and with the founding of the
Fifimid dynasty which ruled Egypt for over two centuries. Its

1 Consult Balsdhurd, pip. 193-ar2; Cactany, vol. iv, pp. 50-51, val. ¥, pp. 453-4.
3 O¥, Michel le Syrien, vol, by, . 418 mwvol. 2, p. 424.
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art,its literature, its philosophy, its medicine, became the common
property of the Arab werld and conguered the conquerors. Some
of the most brilliant stars in the intellectual firmament of Islam
during its first three centuries were Islamized Iranians.

While this column of Arabian troops was optrating eastward
under Sa'd another under the more illustrious *Amr ibn-al-
"Ag was operating to the west. The latter was bringing within
the horns of the rising crescent the people of the valley of the
Nile and the Berbers of North Africa. Ostensibly religious, but
mainly political and economic, this unparalleled Arabian expan-
sion had now grown into an empire as far flung as that of
Alexander, with the caliph at al-Madinah trying to regulate the
flow of a torrent whose tributaries, ever increasing in number and
size, were swelling the stream beyond all control.



CHAPTER XIV

EGYTT, TRIFOLIS AND BARQAT ACQUIRED

THE strategic position of Egypt, lyving so dangerously near to
both Syria and al-Hijiz, the richness of its grain-producing soil,
which made the land the granary of Constantinople, the fact that
its capital Alexandria was the base of the Byzantine navy and
that the country was the door to the rest of the North African
corridor—all these considerations caused Arabian eyes to turn
covetonsly towards the valley of the Nile quite sarly in the era
of expansion.

The conquest of Egypt falls within the peniod of systematic
campaigning rather than casual raiding. Seeking new fields in
which to outshine his illustrious nval Khihd, "Amr ibn-al-'As,
who in the Jahiliyah days had made many 2 caravan trip to
Epypt and was familiar with its eities and roads,? took advantage
of the presence of "Umar in Jerusalem to secure his half-hearted
authorization for a campalgn against the ancient land of the
Pharachks. But when *Umar had returned te al-BMadinah and
consulted with "Uthmin and others who pointed out the risks
and perils invelved, he dispatched a messenger to halt the
advance of the column. The caliphal message, we are told, over-
{ook "Amr just before crossing the Egypt-Palesune border, bus,
seenting the unfavourable contents thereof and having in mind
"Umar's previous instructions: “If my letter ordering thee to
turn back from Egypt overtakes thee before entering any part
of it then turn back; but if thou enter the Iand before the receipt
of my letter, then proceed and solicit Allah's aid",* *Amr did
nat open the letter until he got to al-"Arish {December G3g).
This "Ame was a Qurayshite, forey-five years old, warlike, fiery,
eloquent and shrewd. He had already to his credit the conguest
of Palestine west of the Jordan. The part he was later to play

1 Tom-"Abd-nl-Eaknm, Fdad Misr, ed O C, Tormey (Kew Haven, 19za), p 53

* Ya'gole, vol. i1, pp. 168 0, of 1bn-"Abd af-Holetn, pp 567, T, Wellhnsea,
Skreeen pxd Forordeten, wol. vJ, Prolepomensa sur Sliesien Gershschiy Zer frlows

{Berlm, 1599), p 03. 4

G
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in the capture of the caliphate for his bosom friend Mu'awiyah
won him the cpithct "one of the four Arabian ‘political geniuses'
[@uhdt] of Islam”.! The route he took with his 4oo0 riders
was the same beaten track along the coast trod by Abraham,
Cambyses, Alexander, Antiochus, the Holy Family, Napoleon
and Djemil Pasha. It was the international highway of the
ancient world connecting its most important centres of civiliza-
tion?

The first fortified place which the Arabian column struck—
and that in the middle of January 640%-—was al-Farama’
(Pelusium), the key to eastern Egypt. After about a month of
resistance the city fell and its defences, probably not repaired
since the recent Persian invasion (616) and occupation, wers
razed. Bilbays (variants Bilbis, Balbis) north-east of Cairo came
next, and others followed suit. At last the strong castle of
Babylon* (Babalyiin), across trom the isle of al-Rawdah in the
Nile, stood in the way of further progress. Cyrus (Ar, al-
Mugawgis), who since the reoccupation of the country in 611
by Heraclivus had been acting as patriarch of Alexandria and
imperial representative in civil administration, hurried to Baby-
lon with hi= commander in chief the Awpustalis Theodorus
and the troops. "Amr pitched camp outside Babylon, hiding his
time and awaiting reinforcements. Soon they came, headed by
al-Zubayr ibn-al-‘Awwim, the eclebrated Companion of the
Prophet, thus augmentng the Arabian ecolumn to about
10,000 men who were to oppose the 20,000 or so of the Byzan-
tine army exclusive of the fortress garrison numbering about
5000. While besieging Babylon, "Amr attacked *Ayn Shams®
in July 640. The By:antine army was utterly routed. Theo-
dorus fled to Alexandria and Cyrus was shut up in Babylon.
The siege was pressed by the Arabians, wio had no engineering
or mechanical devices {or reducing the fort. The treacherous
Cyrus secretly sought to buy off the besiegers, but to no avail.
The usual three choices were offered: Islam, tribute or the sword.,

L ho-Hefar, al-frdbak ff Tampic al-Sagibak, vol, ¥ (Coirg, 1

M Her Olmstesd, Aivtery of Polestrne, pp. £4-8, it

-¥ This as well as the other dates af the coneuest of Epypt nre ned cxrtain, Tabari,
wil, B 2592.1}_ 16, chooses Rabl' I, 16 {Ap. 637) as the date of the conquest ef
EETE:; ‘i i;ll‘ruﬁ.huhd'ﬂ;—{jul:nm, P 53, 55,

wet A, . Hutler, The Arab Canguest of Eppps (Oxford, 1goz), pp. 2457

4 Lit, “the spring of the sus™, ancient Heliopolis, O (On) of the O Teat
ln&ll‘t hieroplyphile inseriptiona, oy, Ou (Oa) i e
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The following words put in the mouth of Cyrus’ envoys purport
to sum up the impression created by the Arabians:

We have witnessed z people to each and every one of whom death is
preferable to life, and humility to prominence, and to none of whom this
worid has the least sttraction. They sit not except on the ground, and
cat naupht but on their knees, Their leader [emir] is like unto one of
thery; the lew cannot be distinguished from the high, nor the master
from the slave. And when the time of prayer comes none of them
absents himself, all wash their extremities and humbly chserve their
prayer.?

Asking for a delegation to meet him at al-Rawdah to negotiate
peace, Cyrus was shocked to receive one headed by a negro,
"Ubadah ibn-al-Samit. The three alternatives were reiterated.
Cyrus apreed to pay tribute and hastened to Alexandria to
forward the terms to the emperor. They were not pleasing to
Heraclius, who charged his episcopal viceroy with treason and
sent him into exile.

In the meantime the siege of Babylon was being carried on
without intermission. At the end of seven months al-Zubayr
with his comrades succeeded in filling a part of the moat, scaling
the wall on a ladder and overpowering the puard as well as the
garrizon. The battle-ery of Istam, Alghn aklar (God is most
great), echoed victoriously in the halls of the fortress on April 6,
Bg1d

After reducing the castern border of the Delta the iron grip
of "Amr began to fasten itself on the apex. Nikin (Ar. Naqyis,
modern Shabshir) fell on May 13 and a bloody slaughter ensued.
Bur Alexandria (al-Iskandariyah), after Constantinopla the finest
and strongest city in the world, was stitl ahead.

With fresh recruits from Arabia swelling his army to about
20,000 "Amr found himself one morning gazing at the seemingly
impregnable line of walls and towers guarding Egypt's capital
and leading port. On one side rose the lofty Serapeum,® which
ance housed the temple of Serapis and the great library of
Alexandria; on the other loomed the beautiful cathedral of
St Mark, once the Cwmsarion® temple begun by Cleopatra in

* Th-"Abd-al-Huolkam, p. 65.

1 Balidburi, p. 215 = Hutti, B 326; iba-'Abd-nl-Hahom, pp. 61 seg.

? Called tnter by the Arabs "Amid al-Sawid, frem Diodetion's pillar whck st}
marke the spot. Magefal, Afawd'sg, od, Waet, vol, iy, pp. 128 reg,
- " The Quysdrivnh of the Ambs. Ihn-"Abd-al-Hakam, pp. 41, 45.
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honpur of Julius Cesar and finished by Augustus; farther west
stood the two red Uswan(Aswan)-granite needles ascribed to
Cleopatra, but in reality the work of Thutmose I1I{¢a. 1480 B.C.),
the same twe which now adormn the Thames Embankment in
TLondon and Centrai Park in New York; and in the background
towered the Pharos, flushing the sun's rays by day and its own
fire by night and rightly considered one of the seven wonders
of the world.! Mo doubt to the desert Arabs the impression of
guch a sight must have been not unlike that which the skyline of
modern New York, with its towering skysecrapers, makes upon
the immigrant.

Alexandria boasted a garrizon some %0,000 strong. Behind
it lay the whole strenpth of the Byzantine navy, of which the city
was the base. The invaders, far inferior in sumber and in
equipment, had net a single ship, no siege machines and no
immediate source of supply for their man-power.

John of Nikiu, a contemporary autherity, describes the first
repulse the helpless Arabians suffered under the pounding of
catapults from the high walls.* Leaving a contingent behind,
*Amr fought his way back to Babylen and later engaged in a
few marauding expeditions to Upper Egypt. After the death of
Heraclius {(February 641) his grandson Constans T1 (Qustantin,
641-68) succeaded Cyrus, restored to favour, returned to Alex-
andria in order to conclude peace, Hoping to administer the
country for the Arabtans independently of Constantinople, the
bishop signed with ‘Amr in Dabylon on November 8, 641, &
treaty wluch may be termed the Treaty of Alexandra, accept-
ing the payment of a fixed tribute of two dinars per adult head
and a land tax payable in kind and agreeing not to allow a
Byzantine army 1 return or attempt to recover the land., The
city was evacuated in September 642, The Emperor Constans,
weak and young, ratified the treaty which meant the transference
of one of the fairest provinces of the empire to Arabian hands,

The glad tidings were sent to "Umar in al-Madinah in the
following worde: "'l have eaptuted a city from the description of
which I shall refrain. Suffice it to say that [ have seized therein
4000 viilas with gooo baths, 40,000 poll-tax-paying Jews and

1 Sre blagrin, wob. m, pp. 183=43, Suy 61, Husm, vl 1, pp 435,
¥ H Zotenberp, If'.*r&nlfl.r.! dé Jeam, fedfgue de ﬂ-rl.hpu Texie dthispren, with
tratslonon (Pars, 1883} p 450,
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four hundred places of entertainment for the royalty,"? The
' caliph entertained his general’s messenger with bread and dates
and held in the Prophet’s Mosque a simple but dignified service
of thanksgiving,

The native Capts of Egypt, we are informed by ibn-'Abd-
al-Hakam® (T 257=871), who gives us the earliest surviving
account of the conguest of Epypt, were instructed from the very
beginning by their bishop in Alexandria to offer no resistance to
the invaders, This s not surprising in view of the religious per-
gecution to which they as Monophysites had been subjected by
the official Melkite {royal) church. For years Heraclins had trnied,
through his apent Cyrus, to forbid the Egyptian (Coptic) form
of worship and to force his new Monothelite doctrine on a
reluctant chureh. On account of his relentless persecution of the
priesthood of the Coptic church Cyrus was regarded as the
Antichrist by the later native tradition.

In accordance with "Umar's policy the site on which ‘Amr
pitched his camp outside Babylon became the new capital, receiv-
ing the name al-Fustat® and corresponding to the military camps
of al-Jabiyah in Syria, al-Basrah and al-Kifah in al-"Iraq. There
*Amr crected a simple mosque, the first to rise in Egypt (641-2),
which has survived in name until today and whose present form
15 the result of repeated rebuildings and additons. Al-Fustiit
{Old Cairo, Misr al-"Atigah) continued to be the capital unul
the Fatimids in o609 built their Caire (al-Qfhirak). In order to
open o direct waterway to the holy cities of Arabia "Amr now
cleared the ancient Pharasnic canal which under the name
Khalij (canal of} Amir al-Mu’minin passed through Heliopolis
and eennccted the Nile north of Babylon w th al-Qulzum? on the
Red Sca® Trajan had cleared the canal, but through neglect 1t
had silted up since his reign. After a few monthsof forced labour,
and before the death of "Umar m 644, twenty ships laden with
Egyptian products were unloading their cargoes in Arabian
ports.® This canal was later known as al-Khaliy al-Hakimi, after
the Fatimid Caliph al-tHakim (f roz1), 2nd under many other
mames continued to exist in some parts Gl the end of the nines
teenth century.

! Ibo-"Abd-aldlaknm, p 32, of. Fotenoerg, p 463, LPp el
: I—Glﬂfaﬂqﬂ:mwmr;p, thraugh Byz. c;:.}mfm?m, 2
: The Elr:rna of pptiguity, modern Suee.

Cf. Mesdy, vl iv, p. 9. ¥ Ya'giba, vel a, . 179
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The old machinery of Byzaptine administration, inciuding the
financial system, was—as one might cupect—adopted by the
new rulers with certain amendments in the line of centralization.
The time-honoured policy of exploiting the fertile valley of the
HNile and using it as a “milch cow" was maintained to the utmost,
judging by the evidence furnished by newly discovered Epyptian
papyri. Shortly before his death "Umar, feeling that "Amr was
not securing enough revenue, put "Abdulldh ibn-Sa'd ibn-abi-
Sarh in charge of Upper Egyvpt. The new ealiph, "Uthmin,
recalled "Amr from the country and appointed (re. 645) “Ab-
dullih, whe was his own foster brother, over all Egypt

Toward the end of 645 the Alexandrians, rective under the
new yoke, appealed to the Emperor Constans, who dispatched
some 300 ships under Manuel, an Armenian, to reclaim the
city The Arabian garrison of 1000 men was slaughtered and
Alexandria was once more in Byzantine hands and & base for
new attacks on Arab Epypt "Amr was immediately reinstated.
He met the enemny near Nikiu, where the Byzantines suffered a
heavy slaughter. Early in 645 the second ceprure of Alexandria
took place. The impregnable walls of the dty were demolished
and the ancient Egyptian capital has ever since remained in
Moslem hands.

The story that by the caliph’s order *Amr for six long months
fed the numerous bath furnaces of the ¢ity with the volumes of
the Alexandrian library is one of those tales that make good
fiction but bad history. The great Prolemaic Library was burnt
as early as 48 B.C. by Julius Cxsar. A later one, referred to as
the Daughter Library, was destroyed about A.D. 389 as &
result of an edict by the Emperor Theodosius. At the time of
the Arab conquest, therefore, no library of importance existed
in Alexandria and no contemporary writer ever brought the
charge against "Amt or "Umar. "Abd-al-Latif al-Baghdidi,® wha
dicd as latc as A, 620 {1231}, scems to have been the first to
relate the tale. Why he did it we do not lknew, however, his
version was copied and amplified by later authors®

1 Palidlwri, p. 220= Hitti, pp. 387-5.

¥ Arffagak seal-Pickir, ed. and tr, [Latind J. White {Oxford, 1800), p. 114, *

3 AlCufu, To'vibh ai- Ifr-r.d'aﬂd od. J. Lapgert (Leipzyg, 1001), pp 3556 abu-
al-Faraj shneal"Thn, T rIHl Mukaragar g pwaf, ed. A, Silhand {Berdt, 1800),
pp. 1756, Magelz, 1ol ni, pp. $2p-30. Conzult Butler, pp. 4o1-26; Gibbon, Declie,
ed, Bury, vol v . 452-5.
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After the conguest ‘Uthmin wanted ‘Amr to remain at the.
head of the army with "Abdullah as the financial administrator.
The suggestion elicited from “Amr the famous veply: "My
position will then be that of one who holds the cow by its two
horns while another milks it".! “Abdullzh was thereupon tein-
stalled as caliphal vicegerent.

Less a soldier than a financier, “Abdullih now proceeded to
carty on campaigns to the west and south mainly for booty.
He sucereded in extending the boundaries in beth directions.
But his greatest performance was his part in the establish-
ment of the first Moslem fleet, an honour which he shaces
with Mu'awiyah, the governor of Syria. Alexandria was natur-
ally the main dockyard for the Epyptian ficet. The maritime
operations, whether from Egypt under *Abdulldh or from Syria
under Mu'Swivah, were directed against the Byzantines, In fi4g
Mu'iiwivah seized Cyprus (Qubrus), another important Byzan-
tine paval base too dangerously close to the Syrian coast for
comfort. The first maritime victory was thus won for Islam and
the first island was added to the Moslem state. Arwid (Aradus),
close by the Syrian coast, was captured the following year. In
652 'Abdulldh repulsed the superior Greek fleet off Alexandriz.
Two years later Ehodes was pillaged by one of Mu'awiyah's
captains.? In 615® the Syro-Egyptian fleet of Mu Swiyah and
*Abdullah destroyed the Byrantine navy of about soo ships off
the Lyeian coast near Pheenix. The Emperor Constans IT, who
led the fight in person, barely escaped with his life. This battle,
known in Arabic as dhu-al-Sawiri? {that of the masts), threatened
but did not destroy Byzantine naval supremacy.® Because of in-
ternal disorders the Moslems failed to press their victory and
advance against Constantinople, the chiel objective. In 668 or
649 a navy of 200 ships from Alexandria ventured as far as Sicily
(Siqilliyab, Sigillivall) and pillaged it. The island had been
sacked at least once before (652) under Mu'iwiyahf In
Mu'awiyahand "Abdullih Islam developed its first two admirals.®

That these naval expeditions were carried on almost in spite

% Iha- Abd-al-Hakawm, p. 175; of. Balidbud, p, 223 =Hutd, p. 351.
1A later expediiion fn A, 53 (672) is eited in Balddhod, pp. 2356 Hitg,
PPR¥aG. * CF C.H. Becher, nrt. *“Abd Allsh B So'd", Smepelopedia of Jridrs,
: Ibn-"Abd-zl-Fnkam, pp. Bo.or. P Cf Below, p. G0z
» Baladhud], p. 235= Huti, p. 375
The details shout the naval gperations of the peried, however, are lumentably
meagee i Arahile sources,
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of, rather than in co-operation with, the Madinese caliphs is
indicated by sipnificant passages in the carly sources, “*Umar
wrote instructing “Amr in Egypt: “Let no water intetvene be-
tween me and thee, and do not camp in any place which I ecan-
not reach riding on my mount'" .2 "Uthman autherized Mu'awi-
vah's expedition to Cyprus, after the latter had repeatedly
emphasized the proximity of the fsland, only on condition that
he take his wife along.®

The fall of Egypt left the Byzantine provinces bordering on
its west defenceless; at the same time the continued occupation
of Alexandria necessitated the conquest of those provinces, After
the first fall of Alexandriz and in order to protect his rear,
*Amr, with characteristic swifiness, pushed (642-2) at the head of
his cavalry westward to the neighbouring Pentapolis and occupied
Bargah without any resistance. He also received the submission
of the Berber tribes of Tripolis, including the Lawitah.? His
successor, “Abdullah, advanced through Tripolis and subjugated
a part of Ifrigivah whose capital Carthage (Qartdjannah) paid
wibute.* "Uthman extended even to the pagan Berbers, not
within the category of Soripturaries, the same privileges as those
of the Dhimmah. Attempls were also made on Nubia (al-
Miabak) in the south, which with its pasturage was more like
Arabia and better adapted than Epypt to a nomadic mode of
life. For centuries before Islam a mere or less continual Arabian
infiitration into Egypt and even into the Sudan had been going
on. In 63z ‘Abdullsh cntered into treaty relations with the
Nubians,® who were then far from being subdued. For centuries
to come the Chrstian kingdem of Nubia, with Dengola as its
capital and with a mixed population of Libyans and negroes,
gtood as a barrier ageinst the farther southward onrush of Islam.

! ¥a"quhi, eol. o, p. 180, Fakérd, p. 114, reports that "Umar wrote to Ss'd itn-
nbi—".!‘n'aqq-‘.ca. in ob-"Iriq ssking him to jet oo sea iotereens between the cabpiiand the
M:‘i;;?:-dhuﬁ, PP 1523 = Hitd, pp. 215-6, 1 Ya'gibd, vol. i, p. 170

& Thn-"Abd-al-Hokam, p. 133.
F Dalfdbud, pp. 237-8 = Hilli, pp. 39n-5c



CHAPTER XV

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE NEW POSSESSIONS

How to admimster such vast territories newly arguired and how
to adapt the uncodified ordinances of a primitive Arabian
society to the needs of a huge cosmopolitan conglomerate living
under a multitude of conditions uncontemplated by the original
lawgiver was the great task now confronting Islam. "Umar was
the first to address himself to this problem. He is represented by
tradition as the one who solved it and therefore as the founder
of the second theocracy of Islam—a sort of Islamic Utopia—
which, however, was not destined to last long.

*“Umar made his starting-point the theory that in the peninsula "t
itself none but the Moslem religion shouold ever be tolerated. To .
this end and in utter disregard of earlier treaties! he expelled,
A, 14-1% {635-6), among others, the Jows of Khaybar,? whe
found abode in Jericho and other places, as well as the Christians
of Najedn, who fled to Syria and al-"Iriq.¥ The sccond cardinal
point in "Umar’'s policy was to organize the Arabians, now all
Moslems, into 2 complete relipin-military commonwealth with
its members keeping themselves pure and unmixed—a sort of
martial aristocracy—and denying the privilege of citizenship
to all non-Arabians. With this in view the Arabian Moslems were
not to hoeld or cuitivate landed property outside the peninsula.
In the peninsula itself the native who owned Jand paid a kind
of a tithe ("ws/kr) thereon. Accordingly the Arabian conguerors in
Syria first lived in camps: al-J&biyah, Hims, "Amwis, Tabariyah?
{forthe Jordan district), and al-Ludd (Lydda}and lateral-Ramlzh
for the Filastin (Palestine) district. In Egypt they scttled in
:L1~Fust.ﬁl_: and the Alexandria camp. In al-"Iriq the newly built

! See Whqldi, Mophded, pp. 301-3, end abu-Yiaf, K786 ok Aberdy (Cuire,
l'ﬂﬁ]. PP 836, for ﬂlti‘ll‘l‘l:lﬁpﬂll: Prophet gave A
3 An vavis abeut 100 miles north of al-Madloak on the roed to Syra.
3 Belidbmr, p. 65 =Hitd, pp. 101-2.
I.'l: Modern Tabarayyeh = Tibedes. "Amwss of ‘Amswis, sndent Emmeue,
3 TES LS
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al-Eafah and al-Basrah served as headquarters? In the con-
quercd territories the subject peoples were left in their professions
and the cultivation of the sail, cccupying an inferiar status and
vegarded as a kind of reserve for the bencfit of the Moslems
(mmaddat al-Mausmin)® Bven when converted to Islam a non-
Arab was to occupy a position subsidiary to that of the Moslem
Arabian,

As Dhimmis,? the subject peoples would enjoy the protection
of the Moslems and have no military duty to perform, since they
were barred by religion from service in the Meslem army; bt
they would have a heavy tribute to pay. Being outside the pale
of Moslemn law they were allowed the jurisdiction of their own
canon laws as administered by the respective heads of their
religious communities. “This state of partial autonomy, recog-
nized later by the sultans of Turkey, has been retained by the
Arab successor states,

When a subject was converted to Islam he was freed, accord-
ing to this primitive system ascribed by tradition to "Umar, from
ail tributary obligations, including what was later termed poll
tasi. The land tax inhered in the land whenever the land was
considered fay’, wagf, i.e. for the whole Moslem comemunity,
and the Moslem continued to pay it. The only exception to the
Jay' lands was constituted by those districts whose inhabitants
according to tradition, woluntarily surrendered to the Armab
conquerors on condition that they be allowed to retain their
lands. Such districts were called ddr al-peffe (the territory of
capitulation). Instead of the poll tax the convert incurred
a new oblipation, that of the zakib (poor rate); but on the other
hand he shared in the pensions and other benefits accruing to
him as a Moslem.

Later developments, the result of many years of practice, were
attmbuted by this gaditon to the intiative of "Umar. The fact
is that the original part which the Arst caliphs and the early
Moslem governors played in the imposition of taxes and the
administration of finances could not have been great. The frame-

Y In the hest Maotlem centopy o samber of such military cantehment arose, n-
cluding “Askar Mukrnm in Khiristin, Shirfiz in Fars, and Darqeh esd al-Chay-
mwin in Morth Afrio.

* Yahys ibn-Adam, A58 af-Akerdi, ed. JTuynboll {Lagden, 1808), p. 27.

® {br AR] af- Disrteaad (people of the covenant or abligation), & term first applied
anly to A48 al- Afedé, 1.e, the Jews, Christians rod §3hians (not to be confused with
Sabneans) and later interpreted to Include Zoreastrians and others,
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work of the Byzantine provincial government in Syria and Egypt
was continued in Allah’s name, and no radical changes were
introduced inta the machinery of local administration in the
former Persian domains. From the very beginning taxation
varied according to the nature of the soil and the system that
had prevailed in that locality under the old rule, whether Byzan-
tine ot Persian; it did not necessarily depend apon the acquisi-
tion of land by capitulation (suffan) or by force (anwetan) nor
upon any legislative aet on the part of "Umar!® Conguest by
capitulation and conquest by force as used to explain the varia-
tion in taxation was often a late legal fiction rather than the real
cause. Likewise the distinction between fizvak as poll tax and
Ahardy (from Gr. chorégia or Aram. keraggd) as land tax had not
arisen at the time of the second caliph (634-44). The two words
in this early period were used interchangeably; both meant
tribute in gencral. In the Koran the only occurrence of the word
Ftzyah is in sOr. o1 20, where it has in no sense a legal meaning.
Kkardj occurs also only once in the Koran {23 : ¥4), and then
in the sense of remuneration rather than land tax. Evidently the
original terms made with the conquered people were well-nigh
forgotten by the time the historians began to record those events,
which they interpreted in the light of later conditions and de-
veloproents,

The differentiation between the two forms of taxation implied
in jizyah and khardj was not made until the time of the late
Umayyads., The land tax was paid in instalments and in kind
from the produce of the land and from cattle, but never in the
form of wine, pigs and dead animals. The poll tax was paid in
a lump sum and as an index of lower status. The latter was
generally four dinars? for the well-to-do, two for the middle class
and one for the poor, In addition the subject people were liable

1o other exactions for the maintenance of Moslem troops. These
* Yaxes applied only to the able-bedied; women, children, beggars,
monks, the aged, insane and incurably sick being exempt except
wlhen any of them had an independent income:!
_ The thied principle said to have been enunciated by “Umar
In consonance ‘with the view of his advisers among the Com-

! CLL Dandel © Dieninztt, Tr, Comperstan and the Poil Fox v Farly Sriam {Came

A 'l.-.n’&ge. Mazs , 1050, p. 12
From Gr:tk*?.‘-a!-m rrarzgg the anit of pold curreney in the ealiphste, woighing
ghout 4 grams In Umar's hima the aTedr was the equivalent of ro dithzams, loter 12,
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panions! was that only movable property and prisoners won as
booty constituted phanimak® and belonged to the warriors as
hitherto, but not the land. The land as well as all moneys received
fromy subjects constituted fap'? and belonged to the Moslem
community as a whele. Cultivatars of fav® estates continued to
be bound to pay land tax even if they adopted Islam. All such
revenues were deposited in the public treasury, and whatever
remained after the payment of the common expenses of ad-
ministration and warfare had fo be divided among the Moslems,
In arderto accomplish the distribution a census became necessary,
the first census recorded in history for the discribution of state
revenue, ‘A'ishah headed the list with a pension of 12,000
dirhams® 2 year. After the A4/ al-Bayf (the Prophet's family)
came the Emiprants and Supportecs, each with a subsidy accord-
ing to his precedence in the profession of the new faith. About
sooo or 4000 dirhams per ennum was the average allotment to
each person in this catepary.® At the bottom came the mass of
Arabian tribes arranged in the register according to military
scrvice and knowledge of the Korman. The minimum for an
ardinary wsartier was §o0-600 dirhams; even women, children
and clients® were included in the register and recelved annuities
ranging from 200 to Goo dirhams. This institution of the &fwdn
{whence Fr. dowane, for customhouse), or public registers of
receipts and expenditures, with which "Umar was oredited was
evidently borrowed feom the Persian system, ae ibn-al-Tigtaqa®
acserte and as the word itself (from Pers. Jfwds) indicates,
"Umar's military communistic constitution set up an ascend-
ancy of Arabism and sceured for the non-Arabian believer a
status superior to that of the unbeliever. But it was too artificial
to stand the test of time, Under ‘Umar's immediate successor,

L 1bn.Sn"d, wol. bii, pi- 1, p. 212,

* Fora discussion of phenfrered and fay° see al-MAwnrdi, af- A fd8m al-Sulfdmiyzh,
ed. M. Enper [Boon, 1853), ph. 2157-45; nbu-Yiasuf, pp. 21-32,

3 Aceording to shr. B : 42, only one-Afth of the booty was the hore of Allih and
the Prophet, ive. the sinte's, the remaining four-fths belonged to the wartiors whe
secured it

4 Ar. dirkam [Pers, dirdm, from Gr. drecdms), the unit of £ilver coinage in the
Arob menetary system, had the nominal value of n pre-war French frane, about
1od. (19 centa in 1L, maney), but aatarally its real volue varied o great deal.

¥ Thn-Sa'd, wol. iii, pt. 1, pp. 2r3-14; Miwardi, gp, 347-8; abu-Vasul, pp. So-543
Baladhur, pp. 435-35.

¢ Aemdf, sing. ssnela, o non-Amb embeacing Idam and affifiating himself with
pn Arnblas tribe. Hiz ill-defined mak pluced him below the Moslem Arabiane,

¥ Fakdrr, p. 116 of. Mavardl, pp. 343-¢.
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" "Uthmén, permission was given to the sons of Arabia to hold
landed property in the newly conquered territories. With the
lapse of years the aristocracy of the Arabians was submerged
by the rising tide of the Maw3li.

The acmy was the ummak, the whole nation, in action. Its T
awir or commander in chief was the caliph in al-Madinah, who *"
delegated the authority to his lLieutenants or generals. In the
parly stapes the general whe conquered a certain territory would
also act as leader in prayer and as judge. Al-Baladburi® tells us
that "Umar appointed a gdgf (judge) for Damascus and the
Jordan and another for Hims and Qinnasrin. If so he was the
caliph who established the institution of judgeship.®

The division of the army into centre, two wings, vanguard and
rear guard was already known at Muhammad’s time and betrays
Byzantine and Sdsinid influence. The &lamis (five) was the term
used for this military unit, The cavalry covered the wings. In the
division the tribal unit was preserved. Each tribe had its own
standard, a ¢loth attached to a lance, bornie by one of the bravest,
The Prophet's banner is said to have been the 'wg#l (eagle). The
infantry vsed bow and arrow, sling, and sometimes shield and
sword; the sword was carried in a scabbard flunp over the right
shoulder. The ferdak (javelin) was introduced later from Abys-
sinia. The chief weapon of the cavalry was the rum} (lance),
the shafts of which, famous in Arabic literature as Alazti, were
s0 named after al-Khatt, the coast of al-Bahrayn, where the bam-
hoo twas first grown 2nd whither it was later imported from
India. This, together with the bow and arrow, formed the two
national weapons. The best swords were also made in India,
whence the name Mindi. The defensive armour was the coat of
mail and the shield. The Arab armour was lighter than the
Byzantine?

The order of bLattle was primitive, in lines or rows and in
compact array. Hostilities began with individual ecomhbate of
distinguished champions who stepped forward out of the ranks
and delivered a challenge. The Arabian warrior received higher

" remuneration than his Persian or Byzantine rival and was sure of
a portion of the booty. Soldiering was not only the aoblest and
 most pleaging profession in the sight of Allah but also the most

b . LF. 141= Hitti, p. 217, I Tha-Sa'd, wl.m,pl‘ L, T 20z, ik o8,
‘% O Amb weapans see fbod Quiaybah, 'L, val. i, pp. :._5-32
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profitable. The strength of the Moslem Arabian army lay neither
in the superiority of its arms nor in the excellence of its erpaniza-
tion but in its higher morale, to which religion undoubtedly con-
tributed its share; in its powers of endurance, which the desert
breeding fostered; and in its remarkable mobility, due mainly to
camel trangport.}

By the conguest of the Fertile Crescent and the lands of Persia
and Egypt the Arabians came into possession not only of geo-
graphical areas but of the earbiest seats of eivilization in the whale
wnorld. Thus the sons of the desert fell heir to these hoary cultures
with their long traditions going back to Greco-Roman, Irantan,
Pharaonic and Assyro-Babyloman times. In art and architecture,
in philosophy, in medicine, in science and literature, in govern-
ment, the original Arabians had nothing to teach and every-
thing to learn. And what voracious appetttes they proved to
have! With an cver sharp sense of curiosity and with latent
potentialities never aroused before, these Moslem Arabians in
collaboration with and by the help of their subject peoples began
now to assimilate, adapt and reproduce their intellectual and
esthetic heritage. In Ctesiphon, Edessa, Nisibis, Damascus,
Jerusalem and Alexandria they viewed, admired and copied the
work of the architect, the artisan, the jeweller and the manu-
facturer, To all these centres of ancient culture they came, they
gaw and were conguered. Theirs was another instanee in which
the victor was made captive by the vanquished.

What we therefore call “Arab civilization" was Arabian
neither in its origins and fundamental structure nor io its
principal ethnie aspects. The purely Arabian contribution in it
was in the linpuistuc and to a certain extent in the religious
fields. Throughout the whole period of the caliphate the Syrians,
the Persians, the Egyptians and others, as Moslemn converts or
g8 Christians and Jews, were the foremost bearers of the tarch
of enlightenment and learning just as the subjugated Greeks were
in their relation to the victorious Romans. The Arab lslamic
civilization was at bottom the Hellenized Aramaic and the
Iranian civilizations as t,lw&lnrpe-d under the wgis of the caliphate
and expressed through the mediom of the Arabic tongue. In
another sense it was the logical continuation of the early Semitic

¥ For & companson with te Yyzantoe army conselt Cherles Oman, A4 Sartors
of the Ard of War e the Meddl Aper, 30d ed. (London, 1024), val. i, pp, 208 125,
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civilization of the Fertile Crescent originated and developed by
the Assyro-Batwlonians, Phoenicians, Aramacans and Hebrows,
In it the unity of the Meditervanean civilization of Western Asia
found its culmination.

The conguest of the world receiving its impulse under abu- ¢
Bakr reached its high-water mark under ‘Umar and came to a |,
temnporary standstill under "Ali, whose caliphate was too clouded =
with internal disturbances to admit of further expansion, At the &
end of a single generation after the Prophet the Moslem empire =
had extended from the Oxus to Syrtis Minor in northern Africa,
Starting with nothing the Moslem Arabian caliphate had now
grown to be the strangest power of the world.

Abu-Bakr (632-4), the conquercr and pacifier of Arabia,
lived in patriarchal simplicity. In the first six months of his short
reign he travelled back and forth daily from al-Sunh (where
he lived in a modest household with his wife, Fabibah) to his
capital ai-Madinah, and received no stipend since the state had
at that time hardly any income.? All state business he trans-
acted in the courtyard of the Prophet's Mosque, His personal
qualities and unshaken faith in his son-in-law Mulmominad, who
was three years his stnior, make him one of the most attractive
characters in nascent Islam and have won him the title of
al-Siddig (the believer).” In character he was endowed with
much more strength and forcefulness than current tradition
eredits to him. Physically he is reprocented as of fair complexion,
slender build and thin countenance; he dyed his beard and walked
with a stoop.?

Simple and fruogal in manper, his energetic and talented
successor, "Umar (634-44), who was of towering height, strong
physique and bald-headed® continued a: least for some time
after beecoming caliph to support himself by trade and lived
throughout his life in a style as unostentatious as that of a
Bedouin sheikh. In fact "Unrar, whose name according to
Moslen_tradition is the greatest in carly Islam after that of
Muhammad, has been idolized by Moslemn writers for his piety,
justice and patriarchal simplicity and treated as the personifica-
tion of all the virtues a caliph ought te possess. His irreproach-

1 Tbe-8n™d, sol. i, pt. 1, pp. 131-2; ibn-al-Athle, Oed al-GAMak £ Afa'rifcr
al-Sahfbat (Cafra, 1286), vol, fit, p. 210,
3 Ueually franslated "ehe veracious”. But see ibo-8a’d, vob. i, pt. 1, £p. 120435,
¥ Ya'gobd, vol. 1, p. 757, L fiid, p.tBg,
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able character became an exempler for all conscientious sue-
cessors to follow, e owned, we are told, one shirt and one
mantie only, both conspicuous for their patclngork,? slept on a
bed of palm leaves and had no concern other than the main-
tenance of the purity of the faith, the upholding of justice and
the ascendancy and security of Islam and the Arabians. Arabic
literature is replete with anecdotes extolling "Umar's stern
characier, He is said to have scourged his own son to death? for
drunkenness and immorality. Having in a fit of anger inflicted
a number of stripes on 2 Bedouin who came secking his suceonr
agawist an oppressor, the caliph soon repented and asked the
Bredouin to infliet the same number on him. But the latter
refused. So 'Umar retired to his home with the following
solilogquy:

O son of gl-Khattibt humble thea wert and Allah hath elevated thee;
astray, and Allah hath goided thee; weak, and Allah hath strenpthened
ther Then He cavsed thee to rule over the necks of thy people, and
when one of them eame secking thy aid, thew didst strike him! What wilt
thou biave to say to thy Lord when thou presentest thyzelf before Him?*

The one whe fixed the Hijrah as the commencement of the
Moslern era, presided over the conquest of large portions of
the then knawn world, instituted the state register and organized
the povernment of the new empire teet a trapic and sudden death
at the very zenith of his life when he was strock down (November
3 644) by the poisoned dagger of a Christian Persian slavet
in the midst of his own congregation,

*Tthmin, who committed the words of Allah to an unalter-
able form and whose reign saw the complete conquest of Iran,
Adharbayjin and parts of Armenia, was also a pious and well-
meaning ofd man, bul too weak to resist the importunities of
his greedy kinsfolk. His foster brother, *Abdulldh, formerly the
Prophet's amanuensis, whe had tampered with the words of
revelation® and who was one of the ten proseribed by Muham-
mad at the capture of Makkah, he appointed over Egypt: his
half-brother, al-Walid ibn-"Ugbah, who had spat in Muham-

1 IbLna-Sa'd, vol, Ii, pt. 1, pp 2370

t Diwarbohr, Fa'ridd al-Kbamir {Coico, 1302), vol iF) g 281 L 345 ol-Nuwsyd,
Nerdy ot wd-cdrak, vob. iv {(Caire, 1925), pp. 50 oo,

3 Thn pl-Athic, of, g8, val. iv, p &1,

4 Talard, vol. 1, pp 2922-3; Ya'gihi, vel. ii, p. 183.

b Moran & :g3; Bapdand, vol. 1, p. 300,
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mad's face and had been condemned by the latter, he made
governor of al-Kifah; his cousin Marwin ibn-al-Hakam,. a
future Umayyad caliph, he put in charge of the diwin. Many
important offices were filled by Umayyads, the caliph’s family.!
The caliph himself accepted presents from his governors or their
partisans, including a beautiful maid offered by the governor of
al-Basrah. Charges of nepatism became widespread. The feel-
ing of discontent aroused by his unpopular administration was
fanncd by the three Qurayshite aspirants to the caljphate: “Ali,
Talhah and al-Zubayr. The uprising started in al-Kdfah among
“Al’s foliowers and proved particularly strong in Egypt, which
in April 656 sent some five hundred rebels to al-Madinah, The
insurgents shut the venerable octogenarian in his residence, and
whilst he read the copy of the Koran® which he had canonized
the house was stormed; Mulzmmed, son of abu-Bakr his feiend
and predecessor, broke in and laid the first violent hand upon
him.* Thus fell the first ealiph whose blood was shed by Moslem
hands (June 17, 656). The patriarchal epoch of Isjam, during
which the awe inspired by the Prophet and the hallowed associa-
tion connected with al-Madinah were still an active Lving foree in
the Bves of the successors of Muhammad, ended in a stream of

* bhlood let loose by the struggle for the now vacant throne, first
between “Ali and his close rivals, Talhah and al-Zubayr, and then
between “AH znd a new aspirant, Mu'dwiyah, the champion of
‘the Umayyad cause of which the murdered “Uthman was a
representative,

1 :Ilm-ljr:jar. val, i¥, pp. 223-4; ibn-Sa'd, vol. if, pt. 5, p. 447 Mas'adi, wol. iv,

PP 257 fe7.

3 Jbn-Baptiitah {1377}, vob. 8, pp. zo-r1, daims that when he visited el-Bugrsh
its mesque =till presened "Uthmin®s copy of the Koran with bis blond meising the
page on whith orours sir. 2 131, where atoording to flin-Sa'd, vol. i, pt. 1, p. 52,
theflowing bloodof the wounded ealiphetopped, See Quatremire it fourmaleriatipne,
ser 3, wol. i (1838), op. 415

* Thn.Sa’d, vol. i, pt. 1, 7. gL
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CHAPTER XVI

THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN ALl AND MU AWIVAH FOR TIIE
CALIPIATE

ARU-BAER, one of the earliest supporters and stavnchest friends
of Muhammad, whose affer £ge he was and who had conducted
the public prayers during the last illness of the Prophet, was
desipnated {June 8, 632) Muhammad’s successer by some form
of election in which those leaders present at the capital, al-
Madinah, took part. He was to assume all those duties and
privileges of the Prophet with the exception of such as related
to his prophetic office—which had ceased with Muhammad's
death.

The designation Ahalifat Raskl Alldh (the successor of the
Meszenger of Allah), applied in this case to abu-Balkr, may not
have been used by him as a title. The term £halifak oceurs only
twice in the Koran (2 @ 28, 38 1 25); in neather case does it seem
to have any technical significance or to carry any indication that
it was intended to be applied to the successor of Mulemmad.

"Umar, the logical candidate after abu-Bakr, was desigoated
by the latter as his successor and is said at first to have used
the title with the designaton &kafffur dhafifat fthe caliph of
the ealiph of} Rasid! AHdh, which proved oo long and was con-
sequently abbreviaged.! The second caliph (634-44) is credited
with being the first to bear in hts capacity as commander in
chief of the Meslem armies the distinctive title amtr ol pranin
fcommander of the believers), the “Miramelin™ of Christan
medieval writers, Before his death "Umar i5 represented as
having nominated a board of six electors: "Ali thn-abi-Talib,
"Uthmain ibn-"Affin, al-Zubayr ibn-al-"Awwim, Talbah ibn.
*Abdullah, Sa'd ibpn-abi-Waggis and “Abd-al-Rahmin ibn-
"Awf? with the stipulation that his own son be not clected to
succeed him. The constitution of this board called al-Shira
{consultation), including the oldest and most distinguished

¥ Jho Sa'd, vl i, pt oo, po30a. ¥ fhed, wal, w, pt. T, pp. 245 124,
178
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Companions surviving, showed that the ancient Arabian idea
of a tribal chief had triumphed over that of the hereditary
monarch.

In the case of the third caliph, *Uthman (644), seniority again
deterrnined his clection over "Al. “Uthmian represented the
Usnayyad aristocracy as against his two predecessors who
represented the Emigrants. None of these caliphs' founded a
dynasty.

Subsequernt to the murder of "Uthman, "Ali was proclaimed
the fourth ealiph at the Prophet's Mosque in al-Madinah on
June 24, 636. Practically the whole Moslem world acknowledged
hiz succession. The new caliph was the first cousin of Muham-
mad, the husband of his favourite danghter, Fatimah, the father
of his only two surviving male descendants, al-Hasan and al-
Husayn, and either the second or third to believe in his prophet-
hood, He was affable, pious and valiant. The party he repre-
sented, aki al-nagy w-al-ta'yint {people of divine ordinance and
designation = the legitimists), had stoutly averred that from the
repinning Allah and His Prophet had clearly designated "Als as
the only legitmate suecessar but that the first three caliphs had
cheated him out of his rightful office.

*Ali’'s first problem was to dispose of his two rivals to the high The
office he had just assumed, Talhah and al-Zubayr, who repre- | T
sented the Makkan party. Both Talhah and al-Zubayr® had
followers in al-Hijiz and al-Triq who refused to acknowledge
"Ali's successorship. ‘A’ishah, the most beloved wife of the
Prophet and now “the maother of the believers”, who had con-
nived at the insurrection against "Uthmin, now joined the ranks
of the insurgents against "Ali at al-Basgrah., The youthful
"Aishah, who had married so young? that she brought toys with
her from her father's {abu-Bakr's) home, hated "Ali with all the
bitterness of a wounded pride; for onee, when she loitered behind
the caravan of her husband, he had suspected her fidelity until
Allzh intervened in her favour through a revelation (sorn
24 : 11-20), Outside of al-Bagrah on December g, 636, "Ali met
and defeated the coalition in 2 battle styled “the hattle of the
camel", after the camel on which *A'ichah rode, which was the

! Shohenstiet, p. 15.
¥ AJ-Zubayr's mother wea n gister of (he Proplet’s fathes,
¥ At the ape of nine or tem, aceording te iba-Hitham, p. 1091,
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rallying-point for the rebel warriors. Both rivals of "Ali fell; he
magnanimously mourned the fallen and had them honourably
buricd.! "A’ishah was capturcd and treated most considerately
and in a manner befiting her dignity as the "Arst lady™ of the
land. She was sent back to al-Madinah. Thus came to an end
the first, but by no mcans the last, encounter in whickh Maslem
stood against Moslem in battle array. The dynastic wars that
were to convulse [slam from time ta time and occasionally shake
it to its very foundation had just begun.

Ostensibly secure on his throne, "All from his new capital
al-Kifah inaugurated his régime by dismissing most of the pro-
vineial povernors appointed by his predecessor and exacting the
onth of fealty from the others. With one of them, Mudwiyzh
ibn-abi-Sufyan, governor of Syria and kinsman of “Uthmain,
he did not reckon. Mu'dwiyah now came out as the avenger of
the martyred caliph. He exhibited in the Damascus mosque the
blood-stained shirt of the murdered ruler and the Angers cut
from the hand of his wife N3'ilah as she tried to defend him?
With the tachies and eloguence of an Antony he endeavoured to
play on Moslermn emotions. Withholding his homage from "Ali,
Mu'Swiyah tricd to corner him with this dilemma: Produce the
assassins of the duly appointed swecessor of the Prophet or
accept the position of an accomplice whe is thereby disgqualified
from the caliphate. The fssue, however, was more than a personal
one, 1t transcended mdividual and even family affairs. The real
question was whether al-Kifalk or Damascus, al-"Iraq or Syria,
should be supreme in Islamic affairs. Al-Madinah, which "Ab
bad left soon after his installation in 656 never to revisit, was
already out of the way. The weight of the far-flung conquests
had shifted the centre of gravity to the north.

On the plain of 5iffin south of al-Kaggah, on the west bank
of the Euphrates, the two anmies finadly stood face to face; "Al
with an army reported to have comprised 50,000 "Irigis and
Mu'dwiyah with his Syrans. In a half-hearted manner, for
neither side was anxious to precipitate a2 final decision, the
skirmiches drapped on for weeks. The final encounter tock place
on July 28.657. Under the leadership of Milik al-Ashtar, "Ali's
forces were on the point of victory when the shrewd, wily "Amr

L A wwn Leariog bis pune has prown saround the tamb of al-Zulayr,
¥ fFoblrd, pp. 325, 137,
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ibn-al-"As, Mu'iwiyah's leader, resorted to a ruse. Copies of the
Eoran fastened to lances were suddenly seen thrust in the air—
a gesture interpreted to mean an appeal from the deciston of
arms to the decision of the Koran. Hostilities ceased. Urged by
his followers, the simple-hearted “Ali accepted Mu'awiyah's
proposal to arbitrate the case and thus spare Moslem blood.
The arbitration was, of course, to be "according to the word of
Allah™ 2 —yhatever that may have meant.

Apainst his better judgment the caliph appointed as his per-
sonal representative abu-Misa al-Ash®ari, 2 man of undoubted
picty but of lukewann loyalty ta_the "Alid cause, Mu'dwiyah
matched hifm with “Amr 1bn-al-"As, who has becn dubbed =
political genius of the Arabs.® Armed each with a written docu-
ment giving him full authorization to aet and accompanied’ by
{four hundred witnesses each, the two arbiters (sing. fadam) held
their public session in January 659 at Adhruh on the main cara-
van rotite between al-Madinah and Damascus and halfway
between Ma'dn and Petra.

Exactly what transpired at this historical conference is diffi-
rult te ascertain. Varipug versions appear in different sourees.®
The current tradition is that the two umpires agreed to depose
both principals, thus clearing the way for a "dark horse'”; but
aftor the elder of the two, abu-Miisa, had stood up and declared
the cafiphate of his master null and void, "Amr betrayed his
colleague and confirmed MuSwiyah. But the eritical studies of
Pére Lammens,* preceded by those of Wellhausen,® rend to show
that this tradition reflects the view of the “Irdqgi school, to which
mast of our extant sources belong, which Hourished under the
"Abbdsids—the Umayyads' mortal enemies, What probably
happened was that both referees deposed both principals, which
left "Ali the loser. Mu'Swiyah had no caliphate to be deposed
from. He was but a governor of a province. The very fact of the
arbitration itself bad raised him to a level equivalent to that of
“Ali, whose position was thercby lowered to that of a mere
prelender. The sentence of the judges deprived “All of a real

+ * For the arluteation documest ste Tinswan, pp. 2o6-8.
o ¥ Mas'adi, wol. iv, . 391, See belaw, p. 198, Cf. above, p. i61.
¥ CL. Talmard, vol. 4 pp. 1340-60; Mas'edi, vol. iv, pp. 392-402; Ya'qobi, vol. @,
pp. 21023 Faéker, pp. r25-30,
v Bindes ray I rigne du valife ovavpade Mo Gmia I (Bt 1907), ¢h
v 7Y Dar aralitete Reck und sefm Stere (Berhn, 1907, cho = Tie drad Kmpdom
= pls Foll, tr, Marparet G, Weir (Caloutta o7y, ch, i
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affice, and Mu'iwiyah of a fictiious claim which he had not yet
dared publicly to assert. Nat enti] "AR's death in 661, two years
after the curtain had been lowered on the arbitration farce, did
Mu'awivah's caliphate reeeive general recognition

The acceptance of the principle of achitration proved disastrous
to "All in more than one way: it alienated the sympathy of a
large body of his own followers. These Kharijites® (seceders),
as they were ealled, the earliest sect of Istam, proved his deadiy
fors, fidopting as a slopan Jo fukma fila Hel-L&k® {arbitration
belongs to Allah alone), they rose in arms to the number of
4000* under the leadership of "Abdullah ibn-Wahb al-Rasibi,
On the bank of the Nahrawin canal "Ali attacked their camp
(659) and almost annthilated them, but they rose again under
various names and remained a thorn in the side of the ealiphate
ll the "Abbasid period.

Early on January 24, 661, as "All was on his way to the mosque
at al-Kifah he was sttuck on the forchend with a poisoned
subre. The weapon, which penetrated to the brain, was wielded
by = Khirijite, "Abd-al-Rabhmin ibn-Muljam, whao was actuated
by the desire to avenge certain relatives of a lady, a friend of
his, who were slaughtered at Nabrawdn. Tradition makes ibn-
Muljam one of three accomplices who under cath at al-Ka'bah
had concocted a plan to rid the Moslem community on the same
day of its three disturbing elements: "Ali, Mu'awiyah and "Amr
ibni-al-"As*—all of which sounds too dramatic to be true. The
lonely spot near al-Kdfah where ‘Al was interred,® the present
Mashhad “Ali in al-Najaf, has developed into one of the great
centres of pilgrimage in Isiam.

To his Shi'ite partisans the fourth caliph soon became pre-
eminently the saint of the sect, the Wali (friend and vicegerent)
of Allah, just as Muhammad had been the Prophet of Islam and
the Messenger of Allah. "Ali dend proved more effective than
*All living. As a canonized martyr he retricved at once moare

1 Al cplled Hardripah, from Harfes” (Harawrh' in Yagotn, vol. i, @ 248),

¥ Fabhre, p, 130, Cf, Keoran, 12350, ¥ 3,000 1% Shahmetineg, p Sh

! CF, THnaward, p. 227, Tabari, vel 1. pp 34586 reps H. Totenbery, Ohrondqee dr
Tafars, vol. u [Paris, 1871), b 706 sop.

¥ The site, ns the Shi'e tradrbon nsaerte, wae chowen in sccocdance with the
dying wich of ‘A, whe ardened it his corpse be put on o Ioowe camel and buried
whesever the cnel knelt, The ploce was kept secret upil Hirfin al-Roshid ia Fot
fell rpon it by chance. For the fret detailed account of the lorb eee vbo-Eavwgal,
ehifatiht o ol Mormdlek, ed. de Gogge {Leyden, 1842), p. 1635,
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than he had lost in a lifetime. Though lacking in those traits
that constitute a leader and a politecian, viz. alertness, foresight,
resolution, expediency, he still possessed the qualities of an
ideal Arsbian. Valiant in battle, wise in counsel, eloquent in
specch, true to his friends, magnanimous to his foes, he became
both the paragon of Moslem nobility and chivalry (fitfwa#) and
the Solomon of Arabic tradition, around whose name poems,
proverbs, sermonettes and anecdotes innumerable have clustered.
He had a swarthy complexion, large black eyes, bald head, thick
and long white beard, and was corpulent and of medium stature.!
His sabre dhu-al-Faqir (the cleaver of vertebrm), wielded by
the Prophet on the memorable battleheld of Badr, has been
immortalized in the words of the verse found enpgraved on
inany medicval Arab swords: Le sayfa illa div-al-Fagari wa-
la fatz illa " Alf = ""No sword can match dhu-al-Faqar, and ne
young wartior can comnpare with "Alil" The later Fizvdn move-
ment, which developed ceremonies and insignia savouring of
medicval European chivalry and the modern Scout movements,
toole "Al for its frst Fate and model. Regarded as wise and bhrave
by all the Islamic world, as idealistic and exemplary by many
Fityin and dervish frateenities, as sinless and infallible by his
partisans and even held to be the incarnation of the deity by the
Ghulah {pxtremiste) among them, he whose worldly career was
practically a failure has continued to exert a posthumeous in-
fluence sccond only to that of the Prophet himself. The throngs
of prigrims that still stream to his smashfiad at al-Najaf and to
that of his son al-Husayn, the Shi'sh arch-saint and martyr at
near-by Karhald', and the passion play enacted annually on
the tenth of Muharram throuphout the Shi'ah world tesrify
to the possibility that death may avail a Messiah more than
life,

With the death of “Ali (661) what may betermed therepublican Fer
period of the caliphate, which began with abu-Bakr (632), came 2!
to an end. The four caliphs of this era are known to Arab his- suh
torians as sf- Rfskediin {orthodox), The founder of the second
caliphats, Mu'awiyeh the Umayyad, a man of the weorld, nomi-
nated his own son Yazid as his snceessor and thus hecame the
founder of a dynasty, The hereditary principle was thereby intro-
duced inte the caliphal succession never thereafter to be entirely

¥ Magtds, Famdik, p. 207,
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abandonced. The Umayvad caliphate was the first dynasty
(retel®) in the history of Islam. The fiction of election was
preserved in the day'ad? (literally “'sale'), the ceremony by which
the lerders of the people literally or figuratively tock the hand
of the new caliph as a sign of homage. The Umayyad caliphate
(651-750) with its capital at Damascus was followed by the
"Abbisid (750-1238) at Baghdid, The Fatimid caliphate {gog-
£171), whose main seat was Cairo, was the only Shi‘ite one of
primary importance. Ancther Umayyad caliphate at Cordova
(Qurtubah) in Spain lasted from 020 to 1031, The last great
caliphate of Islamn was non-Arab, that of the Ottoman Turks
in Constantinople (es. 1517-1924). In November 1922 the
Grand National Assembly at Ankara declared Turkey arepublic,
deposed the Sultan-Caliph Muebammad VI and made his cousin
‘Ahd-al-Majid caliph, denying him the sultanate. In March
1924 the caliphate itself was abolished.?

T Thn-Fhaldon, Megeddamek, ie. vol. i of A7k als' fhar we- Dinven al-Afubieds
e Kdader (Coiro, 1284), pp. 174-5 = ppe 370-7 of Quatremére’s ed,, in Mofirer

#f extradis ebe, vol. xvi (Fans, 1555), nod pp. 424-6 of de Slane’s ., vol xixz

(Paris, 1863},
& “Fhe subjoined tree shows the connection of the lines of calipha:
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We should here gunard against the common fallacy that the s
caliphate was a religious office. In this regard analogies drawn :"1
frora the headship of the Holy Roman Empire and from the em
modern Christian distinetion between the spheres of temporal P
and refigious powers are misleading. As amir al-mtminia,
commander of the believers, the military office of the caliph was
emphasized. As fmdm (leader in public prayer) the caliph could
and did lead the religious service and pronounce the Friday
Ehuthah (sermon); but this was a function which the humblest of
Maslems could perform. Succession to Mohammad (&4dfak)
meant succession to the sovereignty of the state. Mubammad as
a prophet, as an instrument of revelation, as z messenger
{rasitl) of Allah, could have no successor. The caliph’s relation
to refigion was merely that of 2 guardian, He defendad the faith
just as any European emperor was supposed to do, suppressed
haresies, warred against unbelievers apd extended the bound-
aries of the Dar al-Islim (the abode of Islam), in the performance
of all of which he emploved the power of his secular arm.*

Later theoreticai legists, flourishing mostly in Makkah, al-
Madinah and other centres, and out of touch with the course
of events in the Islamic capitals of Damascus, Baghdid and
Cairn, worked out nicely-drawn gqualifications, privileges and
functions said to pertain to the caliph. Al-Miwardi® (7 1058) in
his utopian treatise on politics, al-Nasafi ( 1310), ibn-Khaldiin
{t 1406) in his famous critical prolegomena® and later writers
representing the Sunnite (prthodox) theory list the following
caliphal qualifications: membership in the Curaysh family;
being male and adult; soundness of body and mind; courage,
enerpy and other traits of character pecessary for the defence of
the realm; and the winning of the alleziance of the community
by an act of bay'ah. The Shi'ah, on the other hand, who make
less of the caliphate and more of the imdimate, confine the office
ter the family of ‘Ali, who they hold was nominated by Muhame-
mad as his successor on the basis of a divine ordinance (rags)
and whose qualifications passed on to his descendants pre-
ordained for the high office by Allah.* Amang the caliphal func-
tions aceording fo the Sunnite school are: protection and main-

! Comsult Thomas W. Arnold, FEe Calipbere (Oxford, 1924), pp 947,
1 Pp. 5-1o, i Wugadilamak, p. 161,
L Shahresting, pp. o8- ibn- K kaldan, Pp- 1045,
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tenance of the faith and the territory of Islam (particularly the
two sacred places—al-karamayn—of Makkah and al-Madinah)
and in ease of necessity the declaration of a holy war (frkddy;
appointment of state officizls; collection of taxes and administra-
tion of public funds; punishment of wrongdoing and the execu-
tion of justice.! The privileges include the mention of the caliph's
name in the Friday £&ufda) and on the coinape; the wearing of
the burdak {the Prophet's mantle) on important state oceasions;
the custody of zuch holy relics as the staff, zeal, shoe, tooth and
hair that are said to have been Muhammad's.?

Mot until the latter part of the cighteenth century did the
notion prevail in Europe that the Mosglem caliph was a kind of
pope with spiritual jurisdiction over the followers of Muham-
mad throughout the world, In his Fablean général de I'empire
gthoman (Peris, 1788),2 A'Ohssen, a2 Constantinople Armenian,
was one of the first to give currency to this faliacy. The shrewd
‘Abd-al-Hamid 11 made capital of the idea to strenpthen his
prestige in the eyes of the European powers who had by this
time come to dominate most of the Moslems in Asia and Africa,
An ill-defined movernent had its inception in the latter part of
the last century and under the name pan-Islamem (al=fdmi'ak
gl-fslfmtyak) exerted special effort to bring about some unity
of action to opposc the Chrstian powers, With Turkey as its
rallying-point it unduly stressed the ecumenical character of the
ealiphate,

® Mamardi, pp 234, al-Nneah, *'mdar "Aglder AR afeSurned, ed W Curetan
{Loadai, 1E43), pp 28 0

* As the last Mostem abiphs the Ottomnen sultans bad charge of these Prophetic
treasures {dhabha e SMadat frad), which Sultan Salies in 1517 browghe to Consetn ntu
ople upen his return from the conguest of Cyypt, The relics have ever mince been
enshrined 1 o special pavilion within the strangheld of the Grand Sesuphe and

chenished g3 the paccless wagnn of the exalied office of the mbiphate.
" Vol 1, pp 213 fegh.



