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CHAPTER XILIII

A SHI'ITE CALIFHATE IN EGYPT: THE FATIMIDS

THE Fatimid caliphate, the only major Shi'ite one in Islam,*
established itself in Tunisia in gog as 2 deliberate challenge to
the religious headship of the Islamic world represented by the
*Abbisids of Baghdid., The founder was 5a"id ibn-Husayn,
probably a descendant of the second founder of the Isma'ilite
sect,? the Persian "Abdullah ibn-Maymiin. The spectacular rise
of ibn-Maymin's successor Sa'id was the culmination of deep-
laid, skilfully organized Ism3'flite propaganda paralleled only
by the earlier movement which led to the break-up of the
Umayyad caliphate. No small measure of this success was due
to the personal cfforts of the chief &4'Y (propagandist), abu-
*Abdullgh al-Husayn al-Shi'i, a native of San'd’ in al-Yaman,
who toward the elose of the ninth century proclaimed himself
precursor of the Mahdi and sowed seeds of sedition among the
Berbers of North Africa, especially the Kitimah (Kutimah)
tribe. His acquaintance with members of this tribe was made in
the season of the pilgrimape at Makkah,® Ifrigiyah was then
under Aghlabid rule.

Al-Shi'i's conspicucus success jn this distant region gave
Sa"d the signal to leave his Ismi'flite headquarters at Salamysh
and make his way dispuised sz a merchant into north-western
Africa. Thrown into a dungeon in Sijilmasah by order of the
Aphlabid Ziyadat-Alzh {go3-o), Sa'id was rescued by al-Shi'i,?
who in 009 destroyed the century-old Aghlabid dynasty and
drove its last scion Ziyidat-Allih out of the country. The Agh-
labids were the [ast stronghold of Sunnite Islam in that part of

1 Foe entlier independent 'Alid prinedpalities review the Ideisids and Ham.
middids. The Sharifs of Mareceo, whese assumption of savecoignty dates from 1544,
trace their tineape throopgh al=Masan to *Al and Fifimah, Lut are almast arthodex.

' The oripinal founder wos the Imam Esmd"H (f 760); nbove, p. 442,

* Ton-"Idhdni, vel. §, p. T18,

! Some wrongly suspect thal the real prisoner was elnin before the surrender of
Eijilmizah to al-Shi'.
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Africa. Sa'Td was proclaimed ruler under the title of the Trmam1
"Ubaydullih al-Mahdi and acenpted as a descendant of Fatimah
throuph al-Husayn and Ismi'il. The dynasty he established is
often reforred to as al-"Ubaydiyah, espeeially by these who da
not believe in his alleged descent,

Moslemn historians are divided into two camps on the question
of the legitimacy of his Fitimid origin. At least eight varying
pedigrees were provided for him by his supporters and enemies,
some of the latter going so far as to charge that he was the son of
a Jew. Notable amonp the supporters of his lepitimacy are 1bn-al-
Athir,? ibo-Whaldin® and al-Maqrizi.® Among those who sus-
pect or deny the genecalogy and regard Sa'ld as an impostor are
ibn-Khallikan,® ibo-"Tdhar:,® al-Suyiiti * and ibn-Taghri-Birdi.?
It is noteworthy, however, that no dispute as to the genuineness
of the Fitmid descent arese until the year 1011, when the
"Abbisid Caliph al-CQHdir issved in Baghdid a curfous mani-
{esto, signed by several Sunni and Shi‘ite notahles, declaring
that his Egyptian rival al-Hikim was descended not from
Fatimah but from Daysin the heretic?

‘Ubaydullih {gog-34) established himself first in the Agh-
labid residence Ragqfdah, a suburk of al-Qayrawin. He proved
himself & most capable ruler. Two years after assuming supreme
authority he killed his missionary-cormmander al-5hi'i and soon
afterward extended his rule over the whele African terrivory
from the Morocco of the Idrisids to the confines of Egypt. In
g14 he scized Alexandria; two years later he devastated the
Delta. To Sicily he sent & new governor from the Kithmah tribe
and with the rebe] ibn-Hafstn in Spain he established feiendly
relations., Malta, Sardinia® Corsica, the Balearic and other
isiands felt the power of the fleet which he had inherited from
the Aghlabids. About 920 he took up his residence in the new
capital al-Mahdiyah, which he founded on the Tunisian coast
sixtecn miles south-east of al-Dayrawin and named after himself.

1 As Shi'ttes, the Fifimids preferred the Stle imdm to caliph,

¥ Wol, vin, pp. 17=20, ahtdped by abu-al-Tnli’, vol, 1, pp. 67-8.

B Vol iv, p. 31. b Ehefad (Bolig, 12700, vel. i pp. 348-0.

* Val. i, p. 287 * Vl. i, pp. 150, 1575,

? Fa'ribk al-Abulafd" (Calm, 13050, po 204, * Ed. Papper, vol. w, pEoz, pu 1120

* Fext of munifesto preserved in abu-pd-TFidd", wol i, p. 150.

1= Fypally suigupeted in 1003 from Spacom.,

N YWigik, Buldds, vol iv, pp. God-fy Mns'ody, Tarbif, B 334 bo-Flaomdd,
ALbbir Mupdik bant” Dby, od 3. Vondeshey den [Algeers, soz3), pp @410
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'UhLa}'duIiﬁh's successors pursued his policy of aggression and
expansion. His son? abu-al-Q3sim Muhammad al-QF'im (934~
o:46) sent a fleet which in 934 or 935 harried the southern coazst
of France, took Genoa and coasted along Calabria, carrying off
staves and other booty. All these expeditions, however, led to no
permanent conquest. Under al-Qd'im's grandson abu-Tamim
Ia"add al-Mu'izz {g52z—75) the feet raided the coasts of Spain,
whose caliph was none other than the mighty al-Nasir, Three
years later {g58) the Fitimid army advanced westward as far as
the Atlantic, whence the commander sent to his caliph live fish
in jars. In 960 Egypt was wrested from its lkhshidid rulers.
itz flect was strengthened by new units built at Mays, the pre-
decessor of Biiliq as the port of Cairo.

The hero of these last exploits was Jawhar al-Sigilli (the”
Sieilian), alse ealled al-Fdmi {the Greek), eriginafly a Christian ]
born i Byzantine territory, probably Sicily, whence he was
brought as a slave ta al-Qayrawin.?! Immediately after his
victorious entry into the capital al-Fust3t in 059, Jawhar began
to lay out a new quarter which he named al-Qahirah.® This
city, modern Cairo, became the capital of the Fitmids in o73.
After founding the new capitzal, today the most populous city of
Africa, Jawhar iz gf2 built the preat mosque al-Azhar® which
was soon afterward made an academy by the Caliph al-"Aziz,

Jawhar thos became the second founder, after al-Shi'i, of the
Fatimid empire, which now included all North Africa. Western
Arabia was inherited from the Tkhshidids, who had been en-
trusted by the "Abbiisids with the guardianship of the Holy City,
As soon as Jawhar was cstablished on Egypiian soil he dis-
patched to neighbouring Syria a lHeutenant who in o9 reached
and temporarily occupied Damascus.® His principal opponents
were the Qarmatians, who were at this time all-powerful in
many sections of Syria,

During the peaceful reign of abu-Mansdr Mizfir al-"Azizt
{57555}, the fifth of the dynasty and the first to commence his

1 Hiz ward, an "Ald, eecording to an Tsmiflite source; Dermard Lewis, Tj:}
Creirrer of famd"ilien (Cambridpe, 1040), pp gre2,

! Ton-Khalldkdin, vol. i, pp. 200-13; Megrizi, vol, §, pp. 352, 377 sea.

* "The triumphant™, so colled nfter the planet (e si-Falet (the oiomphant of
hieaven, Alars), which was in the ascendant; corrupted by Venetings into Cairo.

4 = The bright {or fait) ene™, ofter ol-Zohri’, o title of Fiflmah
¥ Tho-Ehaldan, vol. Iv, . £8; Mugriz, wob. i, p. 378,
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reign in Egypt, the Fatimid empire reached itz zenith, The name
of this caliph was cited in the Friday prayers from the Atlantic
to the Red Sca and in al-Yarman, Makkah, Damascus, and once
even in al-Mawszil. At least nominally his rule covered that vast
area. Under him the Egyptian caliphate not only became the
most formidable rival of that of Baghdad but even eclipsed it and
appropriated for itself the position of the only great Moslem
state in the castern Mediterranean. Al"AsTr went so far as to
erect & two-million-dinar palace in Cairo to house his "Abbisid
rivals, whem he hoped to seize after the capture of Baphdid,
Like his predecessors he cast covetous eyes on distant Spain, but
the proud Cordovan caliph on receiving a sharp note from the
Fatimid sovereign is said to have sent back the following retort:
"Thou ridiculest us becaose thou hast heard of us. If we had cver
heard of thee, we would reply.’'t

Of the Fitimid caliphs al-"Aziz was probably the wisest and
most beneficent. He lived in loxury, built in Cairo and its en-
virons several new mosques, palaces, bridges and canals and
extended to the Christians under him a measure of toleration
never enjoyed before. In this attitude he was undoubtedly in-
fluenced by his Christian vizir “Isa ibn-Nastfir and his Russian
wifz, the mother of his son and heir al-Hikim and sister of the
two Melkite patriarchs of Alexandria and of Jerusalem.

The decline of the Fatimid power began soon after the bene-
ficent reign of al-"Asziz, the first of his house to adopt, following
the"Abbasid precedent, the fateful policy of importing Turlkish as
well as negro mercenary troops. The insubordination and con-
stant quarrelling of these troops among themselves and with the
Berber bodyguard became one of the chief causes of the final
collapse of the kingdom. It was Circassian and Turkish soldiers
and slaves who later usurped the supreme authority and estab.
lished independent dynasties,

Al-"Aziz' successor, abu-"Ali Mansir al-Hikim (gof-1ozi),
was only eleven when he came to the throne,  His reipn was
marked with monstrous atrocities. He killed several of his vizies,
demalished a number of Christian churches including that of
the Holy Sepulchre (toog), foreed Christians and Jews to wear
black robes, tide only on donkeys and display when in baths a
cross dangling from their necks, if Christians, and a sort of

3 Ihn-Taphrn-Birdt, ed, Popper, vol. u, pt. 2, p. 2.
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yoke with bells, if Jews.! Al-Hakim was the third caliph in Islam,
after al-Mutawakkil and “Umar II, to impose such stringent
measures on noo-Moslems.® Otherwise the Fatimid régime was
remnarkably favourable for dhimmis. The edict for the destruc-
tion of the Holy Sepulchre was signed by his Christian secretary
ibn-'Abdiin and the act was one of the contributory causes of the
Crusades. Finally this enipmatic, blue—eyed caliph, following the
extreme development of Ism&'ilite doctrine, declared himself
the incamation of the Deity and was 5o accepted by a newly
organized sect, called Diruzes, after its first great missionary,
a Turk named al-Darazi (f 1o1g).* On February 13, Ioz1, al-
Hikim was killed on the Muqattam, probahly through a con-
spiracy headed by his sister Sitt al-Muliik, whom the caliph
had charged with unchastity.

After al-Hikim immature youths were made caliphs with the D
real power in the hands of vizirs, who later even assumed the
royal title sealif. Al-IJEkim's son and successor al-Z&ahir (1021-
1035} was sixteen when he came to the throne. It was this caliph
who received permission from Constantine VIIT to have his name
mentioned in the mosques of the emperor’s domain and to have
the mosque at Constantinople restored in return for the caliph's
permission to have the Church of the Holy Sepulchre rebuilt.?
Al-Zahir's successor was his eleven-year-old son, Ma'add al-
Mustansir [1035-94), whose reign of almost sixty years s the
longest in Moslem annals.® In the early part of his reign his
mother, & Sudanese slave once purchased from a Jew, enjoyed
with her veador most of the power. By thiz time the Fatimid
dominions had shrunk to intle mere than Egypt itsclf. After 1043
the Fatimid possession in Syria, always loozely bound to Egypt,
began rapidly to disintegrate. Palestine was often in open revolt.
A mighty power advancing from the east, that of the Saljiqg
Turkomans, was now overshadowing Western Asia. In themean-
time the Fatimid African provinees were severing their tributary
connection and passing into open independence or reverting to
wheir old allegiance to the *Abbsids. The troublesome Arab

1 i T « 1thp- H i D
Chﬁﬁiﬁbﬁfﬁnﬁ:}. iif, p. 5 ihn-Hommid, p. 543 ¢f Yabya ibn-Sa'fd, od

¥ For tie ShAR'(te rectrictions soe Thshihi, Afurtaprad, vol. i p. 100,

! Tor more on this seet conaplt Hittl, Orpfier of Druss Pegpir,

¥ Mlegrs, vol. i, po 355, €L Yolvyn ibneSa'ld, pp. 27051 abave, p. 204,
b The er;ﬂ:k!'m: wol. 13, 7. §50; see nhave, p ;SIEL 2. ' B
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tribes of the banu-Hilal and Sulaym, originally of Najd and now
of Upper Egypt, were instigated in 1052 to move westward where
for years they ravaged Tripoli and Tunisiz.! Sieily, which fora
time acknowledped after the Aghlabid the Fitimid sovereignty,
was by 1071 mostly subdued by the Normans, whe subsequently
even overran parts of the African mainland. Arabia alone kept
in part faithful to the Shi'ite cause. On the dark hodzon the only
ray of lght was the femporary swccess at Baghdid of the
Twkish general and usurper al-Basisici? (T 1060), through
whose domination the Egyptan caliph's name was cited in the
Baphdid mosques for forty successive Fridays, Wasit and al-
Bavrah followed the example of Baphdad. The turban of the
'Abbisid Caliph al-03'im, who even renounced all his nights to
the caliphate in favour of his Fatimid rival, the Trophet's mantle
and a beautiful window from his palace were brought to Cairo
as trophies. The turban and mantle together with the docoment
of renunciation were returned to Baghdid about & century later
by Salil-al-Din, but the window was used in one palace after
another until the Mamitk Sultan Bavbars al-Jashnakir added
it to the tomb in which he was buried io 1300,

At home trouble was contirually brewing between Tuckish,
Berber and Sudancse battalions, and state authority was para-
Iyzed, Seven years' famine exhaosted the economic resources of
the country. In 1073 the vacillating caliph summoned the
Armenian Badr al-Jamali, a former slave, from his military
governorship of "Akka to act as vizir and commander in chief.®
The new Amir al-Tuyiish took cormrmand with such vigour that
he Broupht order out of apparent chaos and gave the Fatimid
répgimie a new lease of life. But the revival was of short duration.
Neither Badr's efforts nor those of his son and successor, 2l-Malik
al-Afilal,* who wiclded the supreme authority after his father's
death in 1ogg, could check the tide of decline. The remaining
vears of Fiatimid rule? were marked by continuous struggle
between vizirs backed by factions in the army. On the death of
al-Mustansir, al-Malik al-Afdal placed en the throne the caliph's

1 The migratefy rrovernents and mmilitary explolts of bano-Hildl provide the
Listerieal backpround of the colebrated epic Srod dani-&rldl,

? Tbn-Khalhkin, vel, & pp. 1078,

b Jhid, wval. v, p. 643 ibo-al-Athir, val. x, pp. 6o, 160,

¢ Abuenl.Qasim Shitunshah; ibo-Fhalbdbn, wol. i, pp. 1657,

b Fos st of Fitimid caliphs see genealogical tree on followiag page.
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youngest son under the name al-Musta'li with the expectation of
holding him under his influence. After al-Musta'li, his son, 2
child of five years, was declared caliph by al-Afdal, who gave
him the honorific title al-Amir (1101-30) When al-Hifiz (1530~
1149) died his power hardly extended beyond the caliphal palace.
His son and successor al-Zafir (1149-54) was then a gay
youth and the power was usurped by the Kurdish vizir ibn-al-
Saliar, styled al-Malik al-"Adil. The memoirs of Usimah,? who
spent the years between 1144 and 1154 in the Fatimid court,
Talble of Faiimid caliplis :
1. Al-hlahds (go0-34)F

2. AkQE"vn (p34=-46)

3 Al-Menslr (o56-52)

4 Al-Mu'izz (g52-75)

5. Al'Azix (o75-05)

6. Al-Halum {gg8-1o21)
v, Al-Zalur (1021-35)

E, A!-Mlﬂswuir {zo35-54)

| I
g. Al-Musta'ls {togg-1101} {(Mubemmod)

10, Al-Amir (1 1e1~34) 11. Al Hikg (1130-40)
| |
{(Vasuf) 12, A-ZAGr (1r4g-54)

4. A]-"ﬁ:;ari {rifo-71}  13. AlTi"= (1154-60)

show that in no court were intrigues, feuds and jealousies more
rife. The assassination of ibn-al-Sallir {1153) by his wife's
grandson Nase {bn-"Abbds, who was later encouraged by the
caliph to make an attempt on the hife of his father, "Abbis, ibn-
al-Sallar's successor in the vizirate, and finally the secret murder
of al-Z3fir himself by the young conspirator, form one of the
darkest chapters in the history of Egypt. The second day after
the caliph had vanished "Abbis declared the four-year-old son
of al-Zifir, al-Fi'iz, caaph (1154~60). The boy caliph dicd aged
eleven and was succerded by his nine-year-old cousin al-"Adid,

¥ Ed. Hutl, pp. 633~ Srab-Syrron Genelenran, pp 30059
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the fouricenth and Jast in 2 line which had lasted for over two
and a half centuries. The precarious cadstence of the people,
depending as they did for their sustenance on the overflow of
the Nile, was in the meantime being rendered more miserable by
repeated famines and plagues. The result was heavier tazes and
mere general extortion to supply the insatiable greed of the
calipht and their soldicry. Matters were complicated by the
advent of the Crusaders and the repeated attacks of Amalric,
king of Jerusalem, who in 1167 stood at the very gares of Cairo,
These conditions were brought to an end by Saldh-al-Din, who
in t171 dethroned the last Fatimid caliph.



CHAPTELR X1L1V

LIFE TN FATIMID EGYPT

EGYPT was the only land of the once far-flung Fitimid domain
where the successors of 'Ubaydulldh al-Mahdi impressed the
stamp of their cultural characteristics. The precarious relation-
ship that held the several provinces of north-western Africa and
Western Asia to Cairo militated against the possibility of leaving
in those regions peculiarly FiEtimid traces. In the cultural history
of Egypt the Fatimid together with the preceding Ikhshidid and
Tilinid periods may be described as the Arabo-Persian era as
distinct from the Perso-Turkish, which covered the Ayyiibid and
Mamlitk periods. The pre-Tolinid period may be described as
purely Arabic. The AyyGbid dynasty, which supplanted the
Fitlmid, introduced to Africa the spirit and culture of the great
Saljiiq empire, noticeable in its art and industry and its palitical
and intellectual movernents. Under the Fatimids, however, it is
the influcnce of Persian culture that is paramount. But the back-
bone of the populace throughout medieval and modern history
was composed of Arabicized Copts. This populace remained
under the ultra-Shifite régime Sunpite at core, 23 can be in-
ferred from the facility with which Salah-al-Din restored official
orthodoxy.

Politically the Fatimid period marks a new epoch in the history
of the land, which for the first time since Pharaonic days liad a
completely soversign power full of vitality and founded on a
tﬁligiﬂus basis. The two preceding dynasties had neither national
nor religious footing in the country. Their rise and existence they
owed to the military abiiity of their soldier-founders and o the
dilapidated condition of the "Abbisid state.

Though the polden age in the history of Fatimid Egypt began mi
with al-Mu'izz and culminated with al-"Aziz, yet Egypt in the
tHme of al-Mustansir was still the leading country of Islam. The
Persian Ismi'ili missionary Nagir-i-Khusraw,! who visited the
* - b Srfer Nawrd, ol Scheler, pp. 36 50, tr. pps 130 2.
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country in 1045—sg, shortly before the ceonomic and political
crash, has left vg a description in glowing colours. The caliphal
palace housed 30,000 persons, of whorn 12,000 were servants and
1000 horse and foot guards. The young caliph, whom Nasir saw
at a festival riding on a mule, was pleasant looking, clean shaven
and dressed simply in a white grrffdn and turban, An attendant
carried ever the caliph's head a2 parasol enriched with precious
stones. The seven galleys drawn up on the bank of the Nile
measured tio cubits ever-all by 60 in beam. The ealiph ewned
in the capital 20,000 houses, mostly of brick, rising to a height of
five or six stories, and an equal number of shops, which were let
at twa to ten dinars 2 month. The main streets were roofed and
lighted by lamps. The shopkeepers sold at fixed prices, and if
oue cheated he was paraded on a camel through the strects
ringing a bell and confeszing his fawlr. Even the shops of
jowellers and money-changers were left unlocked. The old
al-Fustat bad seven great mosques; Cairo had eight The whele
country enjoyed a degree of seeming tranguillity and prosperity
that made Nasir enthusiastically declare: "1 could neither Tt
nor cstimate its wealth and nowhere have I secn such prosperity
as [ saw there”.?

OfF all the Egyptian caliphs al-Mustansir was the richest, He
inherited millions from las predecessors and lived 2 life of
luxury and easze. He is said to have erected in his palace a
Fa'bah-like pavilion where he used to drink to the accompani-
ment of stringed music and beautiful singers. Here he declared:
""This is indeed more pleasant than staring at a Black Stons,
listening to the muezzin's drone and drinking impure water™.
An inventory of his trensures by al-Magrizi ? includes precions
stones, crystal voses, inlaid gold plates, ivory and ebony ink-
stands, amber cups, phials of musk, steel mirrors, parasols with
gold and silver sticks, chess-boards with gold and silver pawns,
jewelled daggers and swords and embroidered fabrics manu-
factured at Dabig and Damascus. Exquisite and priccless works
of art were dissipated among the Turkish treops. Yet in 1o7o
this caliph found it necessary to send his daoghters and their
mother to Baghdad to escape starvation.

i CE Magriz, vob. 1i, p. 264; Yigit, vol. i, p. got.
TP a3 ftext), p. 155 te.
Yyl i, pp gty feg O abn-Teghd -Bicd, vel. &, pt 2, pp. 181-2.
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In its general organizaton the Fitimid state followed the.
'Abbisid, or rather the older Persian prototype. The Egyptian’
al-Qalqashandi® {t 1418) has given vs in his manwal intended
{or the use of candidates for governmental posts a sketch of the
mulitary and administrative systems under the Fatimads., The
army consisted of three principal ranks: (1) amirs, who included

_the highest officers and the sword-bearing escorts of the caliph;
(2) officers of the guard, consisting of masters (sing. nrtadk) and
eunuchs; and {3) the different regiments carrying such names as
H:zfziyah, Juvishivah, Sodanivah, after some caliph, vizir or
nattonality. The viztrs were of several classes, of which the highest
were “'men of the sword”, who supervised the army and war-
office, and "lords of the door”’, hugh chamberlains, whose privilege
it was to present forewrn envaoys. The "mern of the pen® included
the gidi, whe was also director of the mint; the inspecter of
mrarkets {mnfiassy), who supervised weights and measures; and
the stale treasurer, who presided over the dayd al-mdl, In the
lowest tank of the "men of the pen' stood the great body of
civil servants, comprising clerks and secretaries in the various
departments. The internal administration of the empire = said
to have been the creation of al-Mu'izz' and al-"Asiz' wizic
Ya'qub ibn-Kills (4 001), 2 Baghdid Jew who, accepting Islam,
began his political career at Kafoir's court and whose expert
admimistration Iaid the basis of the economic prosperity of the
Wile valley under the early Fitimide,?

Ibn-Killis was the first outstanding patron of learning ins

Fatimid Egypt. He established an academy and spent on it &
* thousand dinars per month. In his time flourished the physician ¢
" Muhammad al-Tamimi, who was horn in Jerusalem and moved

to Epypt about oo, Before him, under the Ikhshidids, Aourished
the historian Muhammad bn-Visuf al-Kndi,? whe died at

al-Fustit in ofr. Another histonan whe died later {1062)

al-Fustit was ibn-Salimah al-Ouda’if

 Though some of the carly Fitimid caliphs were men of
_ culture, their penod was one unproductive of scientists and wreiters

of special merit. Like other caliphs in Baghdsd and Cordova,

A Smﬁ,&,,w} 13, pp 480 seg,

A K ihn-n.]-Sa}'raﬁ, al-Jrhdrek ola Afom Nola glWicirak, ed *Abdullsh Mulkhlis

- iCawro, 1g2d), pp o4 rep
2 Awthor of Ardb ef ek sve A1is ol-Qudds, ed B Guest {Leyder, 1908-12)
: L fothior of "Loywe of Sla'ereyf e Funin A2hbIe of-Khcid's (uopubisked),
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al-"Aziz was himself 2 poet and a lover of learning, It was he
who made the Azhar Mosgue an academy, But most of the
learned men at this time not ealy in law but in histoery and pootry
were members of the fagik class, which included the judpes.
The herctical character of the dynasty, whose court did not
attract orthodox scientists and littdrateurs, topether with the
insecurity of life throughout the latter part of the period,
explains the dearth of intellectual activity.

Lall af One of the most remarkable foundations of the Fatimids was

Scenct  the Dar al-Hikmah or Dar al-'Iim (hall of wisdom or of science),
established by al-EHikim i 1003 for the teaching and propaga-
tion of the extreme Shi'ite doctrine. In conjunction with it
al-Hikim instituted a fund whose income of 207 dinars was to
be spent for enpying manuscripts, repairing books and general
maintenance.! The hall was eonnecied with the royal palace and
contained & library and rooms for meetings. lis curriculum
comprised, in addition to the specifically Islamic subjects,
astronomy and medicine. Though clased in 1119 by al-Malik
al-Afdal because of its heretical teaching, the academy swervived
until the advent of the Ayyibids.

Astcenemy  Al-HEkim was personally interested in astrological caleula-

andoplies 4ione: he built on al-Mugattam an observatory to which he often
rode before dawn on his grey ass. An informant of the con-
temporary historian ibn-Hammad? saw the astrolabe-like copper
instrument erected by al-Hikim on twe towers and meassured
one of its signs of the zodiac, which was three spans in length.

Al-Hikim’s court was fflumined by "Ali ibn-Yiinus® (f rooq),

the greatest astronomer Egypt has ever produced, and abu-
'Al al-Hasan (L. Alhazen) iba-al-Haytham, the principal
Moslem physicist and student of optics. The astronomical tables
{z%} of ibn-Yinus, bearing the name of his patron, correct the
tables current at his time by original observations made with
the armniilary sphere and the arzimuth circle. Tbn-al-Haytham
{(} ¢z. 1039}, who was born in al-Basrah about gGg, tried to regu-
late for al-Hikim the annual overflow of the Nile, and when he
failed he simulsted madness and hid himself from the caliph's
wrath until the latter's death. Wo less thap a hundred works on
mathematics, astronomy, philesophy and medicine are ascribed

! Meqrizi, vol. L, p. 459, ! F. 5o
+ Qifi, pp 230-31; ibn-Ehallikiing vel iH, p. 6.
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o him.} The chief work for which he is nated is that on optics,

Kitah aliMandpir, of which the original is lost but which was

* translated in the time of Gerard of Cremona or before and was
published in Latin in 1572, It was infiuential in the development
of optics in the Middle Ages, Almost all medieval writers on this
subjoct base their works on Alhazen's Optice thesaurus; Roger

" Bacon, Leonarde da Vinci and Johann Kepler show traces of its
influence In his work ibn-al-Haytham opposes the theory of
Fuclid and Ptolemy that the eye sends out visual rays to the
objcet of vision and presents experiments for testing the angles of
jncidence and reflection. In certain experiments he approaches
the theoretical discovery of magnifying lenses which was actually
made in Italy three centuries later.

Another important work composed in Egypt in the days of al-
Hakim is al-Muntabhab j1 " 1la3i el Ayn? (select material on the
treatment of the eye) by "Ammar ibn- Al al-Mawsili. In this the
author shows more originality than his contemporary ibn-‘Isa
in his Tadkirak, which, however, on account of its complete-
ness hecame the standard work on ophthalmelogy. "Ammar de-
scribes a radical operation for soft eataract by suction through a
hollow tube of his own invention.

In the days of al-Mustansir the debacle which resulted in the
dissipation of his treasures brought about an even greater loss in
the dispersion of the royal library started by al-*Awxiz and said to
have contained at the time 200,000 hooks. It treasured 2400
illuminated Korans. Among its raritics were manuseripts in the
hand of ibn-Muglah and other master calligraphers; al-"Asis
had deposited in it an antograph copy of al-Tabarf's history. In
the Joot of 1068 a reporter witnessed twenty-five camels carrying
away books. Valuable manuscripts were psed for lighting the
fires in the homes of Turkish officers and exquisite bindings
served to mend the shoes of their slaves. Al-Bustansic’s suc
cessors built up new collcetions, When a century later Salih-al-
Din made his triumphal cntry into the royal palace its Hbrary
still housed over a hundred thousand volumes, some of which
togethier with other treasures were distributed among his men.!

b Ttmeald-Ueaybi'nh, vol. i, pp. ot reg.; al-QI, pp. 167-8; Mugiafn Kozil, fe.al
Haptham: Dufbthvln wa-Nushdfuke el-Bareripak (Cairo, 1847}, pp. ix-xiv.

* Panly preserved in M5, form ot the Esrurial. Cosird, wel. i, p. 307: e+, T. Himsch

. berg etal, Die erebicchen Avpendrete naek des Queifen beivberret, wol. it (Leipsip
. lgog), 2 Magrid, vel. i, pp 408-9; nbu-Shimah, vol i, p 268,
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Though unfavourable to the cultivation of science and litera-
ture, the Fitimid era was characterized by works of art and
architecrure of first importance. The presperity which the
country enjoyed under the first two caliphs in Caire and later
ander the two vizirs of Armenian origin, & prosperity worthy of
the Pharacnic or Alexandrian zge, wasreflected inthesphercofart.

The cldest surviving strocture is the Azhar Mosque, built by
Jawhar in g7z, Though it was later restored, its older part, which
iz the central, has preserved the original form. This part is built
of brick after the fashion of the ibn-Tilin Moaque, has pointed
arches and in peneral betrays [ranian influence. Hts minaret is
of the heavy square types. The next oldest mosque is that of al-
1 l3kim, begun by his father in 9go and completed about 1012,
It follows the same plen as al-fAehar and has a eupola of brick-
wark supported upon an actagonal deum above the prayer niche,
Stone was weed in al-Ifikim's Mosque, now in ruins, but since
the minaret was not square the craftsmen were probably fom
northern al-"Ir3q, rather than Syria. The triumph of stone over
Lrick as a structural material was not cffected until the Jate
Fiatimid ape and is illustrated in the fagade of the al-Agmar
Mosque, built in 1125, This facade may have been due to some
Armenian Christian architect. In al-Aqmar we recognize the first
appearance of the later general Islamic feature, the corbelled
{"'stalactite’") niche (smngarnas). This pillared mosgque and that of
al-5alihibn-Ruzzik (ga. 1160} display the beld designs and austere
Kufic inscriptions for which Fatimid art is renowned. Such novel
features gradoally introduced by Fatimid architeets as the
stalactite pendentives and the deep niches in the fagade were to
underpo further development under the Ayyiibids and Mamlitks.
Likewise the treatrnent of inscriptions on stone or wooden panels
foreshadows the glories of the later art. The practice of associat-
ing a tomb, usually of the founder, with a mesque began in
108z with Badr al-]amili, whose tomb-mosque on the Mugatiam
el the firet example.

Of the preat gates that testify o the grandeur of Fatimied
buildings three are extant: Bab Zawilah, Bib al-Nagr and Bib
al-Futih.! These massive gates of Cairo, built by Edessene
architects on a Byzanting plan, are among the most enduring
relics of Fatimid Lgypt.

4 Ere Maariri, vol. 3, pp. 3% sep.
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" Among the treasures of the Arab Museumn at Cairn are several
paitels of carved wood dating from the Fatimid period and show-
ing living creatures such as deer attacked by monsters, hares
seized by eagles and pairs of confronted birds. These motifs sug-
gest borrowing from S58sinid models. The same affinity is notice-
able in Fatimid bronzes, most of which were mirrors, ewers ot
censers. The best-lmown bronze is the griffin, forty inches high,
now in Pisa. The same is true of textiles, samples of which found
their ‘way into the West at the time of the Crusades? Weaving
was a national art of Coptic Egypt but even then was influenced
by Iranian, particularly Sasinid, models. In Fatimid fabrics we
find animals in conventionalized and heraldic poses. Among
Egyptian cities Dabig, Dimyét and Tinnis were noted for theit
medieval textiles, known after these places as dabigi, dimyati anc

tinnoisi, The cloth known in Chaucer’s tire as fustian came froi
al-Fusgat, as the word indicates,

The ceramic art of the Fatimids, like their other arts, follow:
Iranian patterns. Here as in textiles animal motifs are broadly
treated, In his inventory of Fitimid treasures al-Maqrizi® lists
several specimens of teramic and metallic arts, including
Chinese glared earthenware. This i= onc of the first recorded
appearances of Chinese ware in the Arab Fast?® Nasici-Khus.

s raw?® asserts that the Epyptians made earthenware “so fine and

diaphanous that one can see one's hand through it”.
The earliest-known Islamic bookbindings come from Egypt
and may be assipned to the cighth or ninth century. Their decora-

" tion and techniqie have affinity with those of earlier Coptic

bindings, from which they were evidently derived. After the de-
velopment of this Egyptian school tooling and stamping became

. the most common techniques of Moslem craftsmen working in

Aeather.” ;

¥ See helow, p. 668, * See phove, . G236,

} Cf Hrenlow in Majelfs! af-Mfajmd, vol. =iif (19350, pp. 386-B, where al-
Birini meztors Chinese pottery; Sefnlfe? of Tewdribh, pp. 356 al-Dimoshyi,
Nubhbet al-Dake f * A& ol-Bary whel-Bekr, ed, A, T, Mehren (St. Petersburg,
1856}, p. 43, where passibly a relerence to porceloin is made., ¥, Sarrein £ Azramé

~vén Snterra (Berhn, 1025), . 61, records the diseovery of ninth-cenmyry porcelsas
At Sariarm.
L Ed, Schefer, B 53, I0. p. 151,
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CHAPTER XLV

MILIT&.RY CONTACTS BRETWEEN EAST AND WEST:
THE CRUSADES

WHEN at the close of the cleventh century the motley hordes
of Christendom made their way into Syra to wrest it from
Moslem hands, the country presented the spectacle of division
and impotence. It was split up among several local Arab
chieftaing, while in the north the Saljigq Turks were all-powerful
and in the south the schismatic Fatimids of Egypt held sway,
The population was far from being uniform in composition or
even in language. The Druzes in southern Lebanon, the Nusgay-
riyah in their northern mountains and their neighbours the
Isma'lites, later Assassing, formed three schismatic com-
munities distinct from orthodox Islam Among the Christian
baﬂiuj the Maronites of northern Lebanon, who still used Syriac

to a considerable cxtent, constituted the largest minority.
¢ 1"’ With the advent of the nomadic Saljigs from Central Asia
2 garfier in the eleventh century, their swarming over the western
. states of the *Abbasid caliphate, the establishment of their
* authority successively in Khurisan, Persia, al-"Triq, Armenia
anﬂ Asta Mmor, and their founding (1o55) of a suitanate in
- Eaghdad to which the caliphate was subordinate, we have dealt
~_, Jin a foregoing chapter {XXXII}. The Saljigs of Syria, like
those of al-Rim (Asia Miner), formed one of the chief sub-
idivisions of the family, but were not vnited under one head.
Almest every Syrian town of any consequence had at this time
its awn Saljiiq or Arab ruler. Tripoli after 1089 was independent
under the Shi'ite banu-*Ammir.! Shayzar after 1081 was held
by the banu-Mungidh. The Byzantines were time and again
capturing and losing towns along the coast and on the northern

frontier. |
The first Saljtiq bands appeared in Syria shortly before 1070,
In this year Sultan Alp Arsiin made the Arab prince of Aleppo
b Consuly G, Waet in Affmoresd Henrr Sateet (Pans, 1608), voi i, pp. 27054,
£33
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© hizvassal and Alp's general Atsiz entered Jerusalem: and wrested
Palestine from Fatimid hands. As Sunnite Moslems the Saljins
considered it their duty to extirpate the Egyptian heresy. Five
years fater Atsiz acquired Damascus from the same masters. By
1098, however, Jerusalem had reverted to the Fatimids, whose
strong fleet had recaptured {108g) all the coast towns, induding
'Asgalin (Ascalon), "Akka (Acre), Tyre {Str), as far north as
Jubayl (Byblos). Alp's son Tutush was the real founder of the
Syrian dynasty of Saljifiqs. In the spring of 1004 this sultan had
established his authority over Aleppo {Halab), ai-Rutha® (Edessa)
and al-Mawsil, in addition to s Khurisin possessions But
when in the following year he fell in batle, hus hard-won Syrian
possessions again disintegrated as a result of the rivalry hetween
his two sons Ridwin and Dugig and the jealousies of his self-
secking generals. Fadwan made Aleppo his capital, where he
ruled from 7095 to 1113, and Duqig {1og5— 164} chose Damas-
cusl Hostilittes between the two brothers, which began in 1005,
formed the eentral event of their reigns.
Wiewed in ther rightful setting the Crusades appear as the
medicval ¢hapter in the long story of interaction between East
‘and West, of which the Trojan and Petstan wars of antiquity
form the prelude and the imperialistic expansion of modern
Western Europe the latest chapter. The peographical fact of
" difference between East and West acquires its only significance
from the ‘competing religious, racial and hngustie differences.
More specifieally the Crusades represent the reaction of Christian
Enrope against Moslem Asia, which had besn on the offensive
since 612 not only in Syria and Asia Minor but mn Spain and
Sicily also, Among other antecedents we may refer to the
migratery and military tendencies of the Teutome tribes, who
had changed the map of Europe since their entrance into the
light of histery; the destruction in 100g by al-Hiakim of the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the objest of milgrimage for
thousands of Europeans and whose keys had been sent (800) to
) 1 1 Baiyfigs of Syren, togg~t1iy:
1, Tutush tbo-Alp Avslin (Tood~g)

, "3, Rid.?@.n {1o95-1173) Dugig (nt Damasens, 1005-11043

El

- [ I
3. Alp Axitio al-Akhens (Lr13=54) 4 Sulfan Shak rrrd-eyl
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Charlemnagne by way of a blessing from the patriarch of Jeru.
salem, and the hardships to which pilgrims through Moslem
Asia Minor were subjected, An immediate cavse of the Crusades,
however, was the repeated appeal made in 1095 to Pope Urban 11
by the Emperor Alexius Comnenus, whose Asiatic possessions
had been overrun by the Salifige as far as the shores of Marmoes.
These Moslems threatened Constantinople itself. The pope pos-
sibly viewed the appeal as affording an opportunity for reuniting
the Greelr Church and Rome, the final schism between the two
having been effected between 1009 and tosgd.

When on November 26, 1003, Pope Urben delivered his
speech at Clermont in south-esstern France urging the faithful
fo "enter upon the road to the Holy Sepuichre, wrest it from
the wicked race and subject it” to themselves, probably the most
effective speech in all history wes made, The rallying oy Deus
oudé (God wills [it]) ran threugh the land and sefzed high and
low with its psychical contagion. By the spring of 1067 a hundred
and fifty thousand men, mostly Franks and Normans and partly
rabbie, had anpswered the call and met at Constantinople The
first of the Cruscdes, so cailed from the cross borne as a badge,
was thus launched.

Mot all, of course, who took the cross were actuated by spiritual
motives. Several of the leaders, including Bohemond, were
intent upon acquinng principalities for themselves. The mer-
chants of Fiza, Venice and Genoa had commercial interests.
The romantic, the restless and the adventurous, in addition to
the devout, found a new rallying-peint and many criminals
sought penance thereby. To the great masses in France, Lorraine,
Italy and Sicily, with thew depressed economic and social condi-
tions, taling the cross was a relief rather than a saceafice,

The customary classification into a definite number of Cru-
gades, scven to nine, is by no means satisfactory. The stream
was more or {ess conkinuous and the line of demarcation between
Crusades not sharply drawn. A more logical division would be
into first a peried of conquest extending to 1144, when the
Atibep Zangi of al-Mawsil recovered al-Ruhi’; second, a
period of Moslem reaction inavgurated by Zangi and culminai-
ing in the brilliant victories of Salih-al-THin (Saladind; and third,

1 Consult Tinar Joranson in Amersear Hrafsrreal Review, vol s (in2p),
PP 241 4, A Rlmnddaose in Syrra, vol v (1926} pp 2ri-33. CF alonve, poo2gd
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a period of civil and petty wars in which the Syro-Egyptian
Ayyiibids and Egyptian Mamldks figured, ending in 1201, when
the Crusaders lost theic Iast foothold on the Syrian mainland.?
The period of conguest falls in its entirety before the so-calied
second Crusade (1147-0) and the third peried coincides roughly
with the thirteenth century, One of the Crusades of this last
period was directed against Constantinople (r202-4), two against
Egypt (1218 -21) accomplishing nothing, and one even to Tunisia
12700

[: Thsl: route of the first Crusaders from their rendezvous at
Constzntinople lay across Asia Minor, This was now the domain
of the young Qilij Arstin, Saljiig sultan of Qiiniyah (10gz-1107).
It was in meeting his warriors that Christians measuved swords
for the first time with Moslems. After 2 siege of about & month
Miciea, capital of 0lij's father Sulaymin ibn-Cutiumish,
founder of the Saljiig dynasty of al-Rim, was captured (June
1097). Other than that the only pitched battle the Crusaders
fought was that of Doryleum (Eski-Shahr). Here on July
they defeated the forees of Qlij, This victorious match restored
to Alexius, who had cxacted from Raymond of Toulouse and
other Crusading leaders an oath of feudal allegiance, the western
half of the peninsula and helped to delay the Turkish invasion
of Europe for two conturies and a half.

After cros<ing the Taurus Mountaing and before turning fully
southward a detachment of the Crusading army under Baldwin,
whoze father was count of Boulogne, made 2 detour into the
eastern megion occupied by Christian Armenians, where al-
Ruhi" was captured carly in 1098.* Here on Christian teoitory
the first Latin scitlement was made and the first Latin state
founded. Baldwin became its prince. Other detachments under
the Norman Tancred of Southern Italy had turned iIn the oppo-
site dircetion to Cilicia, whose population was likewise Armenian
with an admixture of Grecks. Heve he occupied Tarsus, the
birthplace of 5t. Paol.

! See W. B. Stevengon, The Cruroders fr phe Egrt (Cambridge, 1907), p. 15,

! Gexls Frauceruns ef elivram Hicratols mitamerum, od. Heinrich Tapenmeyer
{Heidetherg, ¢80}, ¢ 107, n v, p 208, 0. 62 Fuldhor, Aistervs Hlices solysmtana,
ed. Hagenmeyer {Heldelbers, taig), p. 192, o, 10, CF, ihn ol-Qolinis, ed. Amedene,
P 1343t I AL R Gabby, Tde Dosascns Chrendcle of the Crutader (London, 1932},

P43
# Maithew of Edesex, Chromigue, i E, Dul waner [Passs, 15345, p. 213,
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In the meantime the main body had reached Antioch. The
city was under & Saljiiq amir named Vaghi-Siyin ? appointed by
the third Great Saljiq Mdikshih. Adter a long and arducus
siege (October 21, 1007-June 3, 1068) the metropolis of northern
Syria fell to the hands of Bohemond through treachery on the
part of an Armenian commanding onc of the towers. Bohemond
was a kinsmzn of Tancred and the shreerdest of the leaders, The
one serious atternpt to relieve the city before its fall came from
Ridwin of Aleppn,

No sooner had the besiegers entered the city than they were
themselves besieged by Karbiiga ? amir of al-Mawsil, who had
rushed from his capital with reinforcements. Enthused by the
discovery of the “holy lance”, which had pierced the Saviour's
side as He hung upon the erass and had lain buried in a church
in Antioch, the Christians by a bold sally raised the sicge (June
28), almost annthilating Karbliga's army. The dty was left in
charge of Bohemond and became the capitsl of the second
principality acquired. For about a century and three-quarters
Antioch remained in Christian kands.

Dissatisfied, Baymond of Toulouse, the wealthiest Ieader of
the Franks, whose roen had made the sensational discovery
in Antioch, pushed southward. Afrer oceupying Ma'arrat al-
u'min, famous as the birthplace of abu-al-"Al3", his men Teft
the town (January 13, 1099) after destroying “over 100,000" of
its population and committing it fo the Aames.® Count Raymnnd
then cocupied Hisa al-Akedd fcommanding thestrategic pass be-
tween the plains of the Orontes (al-"Asi) and the Mediterrancan,
besieged "Arqah® on the western slope of northern Lebanon
and occupied Antartiis? on the coast without resistance. The

L Ar Anpibiysh, from Gr. Antiochin rfier Antiochus, fother of s founder
Selewcns | {(3o0 7o) As the place wheee the deesples wese first ealied Chrictians
{Aeta 11 = 26), this diy was of special gfpmificance.

? “Haghi-Siyan™ w0 iha-nl.Athie, vel. =, p. 187; abo-al Fids', wol. &, p. 220
Tho-Ehaldidn, vol. v, p. 20.

1 Cf thn-al-Athie, val. x, po1B8; dbu-al-Fida', val.ii, p 2214 Torkish adventurer
who in 1095 bad wrested nl-Mawsil from the Amb baoo-"Ugusl end merged it
wth 1he Soljiig enpire,

4 Tha-pl-Authir, vol. x, . 190, copied by ghn &L-Fida”, fac. ot Cf. Geste Fromeerum,
p. 387; Enmal-al-Din, *Muntakhabit min Ta'rikh Halah", in Keconl eremtous,
vol. i, pp. 5867,

* Litemlly *mstle of the Funds"™, teday Qal'at al-Huisn; Crac @es Chevahers of
fles Fronks, Thiz "Crae'™ was ariginally "Crat"™, o cormupbion of “AlL@d™,

* Rirthpince of Aleronder Severus (232-35), of the Sgdan dynassty of Roman
ETPLTOES. T Tortosa of the Lann chranicles, present-dey Tartis
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Maronite Christians of Lebanon provided him with guides and
a fimited number of recruits, All these posscssions, however,
Raymond relinquished and at the urgent appeal of Godfrey
of Bouilion, count of Lorraine and Daldwin’s brother, jeined the
army in its march on Jerusalem, the main goal.

On the way southward al-Ramlah was found deserted and
became the first Latin posscssion in Palestine On June 7,
rogg, some forty thousand Crusaders, of whom about twenty
thousand were effective troops?® stood before the gates of
Jerusalem. The Egyptian garrisan may be estimated roundly at
about one thousand. Hoping the walls would fall as those of
Jeriche had done, the Crusaders first marched barefoot around
the city, blowing their horns. A month’s siege praved more effect-
ive, On July 15 the besicgers stormed the city and perpetrated
an indiscriminate massacre involving all ages and both scxes.
“Heaps of heads and hands and feet were to be seen through-
out the streets and sguars of the city.”"? Ancther important
victory over the Egyptians near *Asqalin about a month later
rendered the position of the Latins in Jerusalem more secure. But
*Asqalan remained the base of the Egyptian fleet and the head-
guarters of a garrison which under the Egyptlian vizir al-Malik
al-Aidal continued to harass the enemy.? A third Latin state,
the most important of all, was thus establishesdl. Raymond,
rather than a clerical, was reportedly offered the kingship but
declined beeause he was unvalling to wear a crown of gold where
the Savicur had worn a crown of thoms.® Godfrey,® an honest
leader and hard fghter, was chosen with the title "baron
and defender of the Hely Sepulchre’. Many of the Crusaders
and pilgrims, considering their vows now fulfilled, sailed back
home.

Godfrey's immediate task was to reduce the coast towns, with-
out which the occupation of the interior would have been pre-

* Thne-pl-Qalinis, p. 1346

¥ CF, "Annales de Terre Sainie’, Arefiver de Porzent latén, vol, i (Paris, 1844),
PL. 2, p. 420; Bnimundes de Agiles, " Histaria Francerum gl copamnt Jeruselem®,
in Migme, Potrafepre Latfna, vol, ey, p. G57.

* Agiles, p. 859, Over o000 were slaughtered nk the Agss Mosque necording ta
ibn-al-Athlr, val, x, p. 194; 65000 sccording to Matthew of Edessa p, 228,

* 1bm-Muyassar, dEsETe Afypr, ed. Henr Massé {Caure, 19190, pp. 39 fog.

' Apiles, 1. G54,

¥ "Fundefri” in ibw-al-Qalinisi, p. 138; “Hunduhh®™ jo ibn-Tapghri-Birdi, ed.
Topp rovel. i, pt 2, po T04.
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carious and communication with the homeland difficole. The
problem was sclved with the ce-operation of the Italian ships
transporting pilgrima, whose commanders saw in the possession
of such towns new markets and free ports for their merchandise,
In the early part of the next year (1700) the Pisans received
special rights in Jaffa (Yafa). Shortly after, Amaf, Cmsarea
{Qaysiriveh) and "Akka offercd wibute in return for a short
period of trisce The Venetian flect, which in the summer of the
vear of Godfrey's death was operating against "Akka, captured
Hayfa {(Haifa) within a month after his death.® Hayfa's garrison
and inhabitants were invited to gather round a cross, as a place
of safety, and then mercilessly butchered. The Egyptian fleet,
the only Moslem one which could come to the defence of these
ports, was ineffective if not inactive throughout.

In the meantime Tancred® was penctrating inland to the dis-
trict around the Jordan, Here Baysin, sttuated on the route of
the armies between the Medberranean coast and Damasewns,
formed one of the early acquisitions. Nibulus voluntarily sub.
mitied. Tancred took up hs residence in Tiberias a5 Godirey’s
vassal, In the fellowing March {1101}, however, he relinquished
his fief in favour of Antoch, the principality of his uncle Bohe-
mond, who had been taken captive by Gumishtigin® while on an
expedition near Mar'ash. In 1103 Bohemond was releascd on the
payment of a ransmn.

On the death of Godfrey® his men summoned his brother
Baldwin ® to be his successor. Baldwin came from al-Ruha' and
on Christmas Day 1100 was crowned king at Bethlehem, rather
than i Jerusalem, in deference to the clevieal party, which
aspired to hold Jerusalem as a church domain.

The Latins had in Baldwin a capabie, energetic and agpress-
ive leader. During his reign (110018} the kingdom extended
from al-'Agabah at the head of the Red Sea to BeirGt. His
cousin and suceessor Baldwin 117 (1118-31) added a few towns,

P Albereof Alc,""Tlstocla Hiercsalyontane: expedsinonis™. bl gre,vol, e, p. 875,

* Consult ibn-Khelhkan, sol i, p. 108,

b O Tenkar™ in fhn-sd-Qeiinisi, p. 133 "Dankan m Usimah, ed. Fati, p, 65,

4 Founder tn Siwds of the Turkeman dynusty of the Dimshmands, which =ns
lafer ahsorhed in fta greater Saljdg neighbour,

¥ [hn-ol-alinisi, p 138 = Gubk, po g1,

¥ HBaphdawin® in Tbaeal-Calknisi, p. 138, iba-Taghei-Tardi, vol. o, pt. 2, p. 343
cf, po 32y {"Dardnm ™)

1 For o gencalopy of the ropal hevse of Jesusaless consult Fené Grousset, estorr
des erorrader, ol v | Pans ag34), po 686,
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chiefly on the Mediterranean. In breadth the kingdom did not
reach beyond the Jordan. Beirfit and Sidon were conguered in
1110, The only source from which such cities to the north could
hope for 2id was Damascus, now under the Atibeg Tughtigin,
formerly a slave of the Saljiqg Sultan Tutush and the regent over
his young son Dugiq.’ But Tughtigin was for several years in
treaty relations with Baldwin. After a short peried of truce,
ArsiF and Cresaren capitulated in 1101 to 2 Genoese Heet, which
received onc-third of the spoils and had special quarters assigned
to it; but Tyre, secure on its peninsula, remained in Moskem
possesston until 1124 and "Asgalin umidl 1133 In the region
south of the Pead Sea Baldwin, in 1115, batlt a formidabie
fortress, al-Shawbak,” commanding the desert road from Damas-
tus to al-Hijgz and Egypt.

In Syria the city of Tripoli {TarGbulus, from Gr. Tripolis} was
at this time the most frequented port. Count Raymond? had his
eye on it ever since he had wound his long way southward from
Antioch to Jerusalem. After the establishment of the kingdom
he returned and began its siege (1107). In order to isolate the
town he built two years later a castle* on an adjacent hill on the
ravine of the abu-"All (D5dicha) River. The hill was named
Mons Pelegrinus (pilgrims' hill) and soon beeame a centre
round which grew a Latin quarter, The sicge dragped slowiy
on in spite of reinforcements from the neighbouring Christians
and mountaineers.® At intervals adjacent towns were reduced by
Raymond, With the co-operation of a Genoese fleet of farty
gatleys he captured Jubayl in 1104, which henceforth marked
the southern limit of the county of Tripoli. Raymond died in
17os in his castle without having attained his goal; beleagucred
Tripoli did not falt 8ll July 12, 1109,

Thus was now founded, in addition to the county &f al-Ruh3*
and the principality of Antioch (which included Cilima)—both

* Following the example of many other atbegs, he wsurped the power in 1103
and eeame the founder of the Barid dypesty, which lasted tlh 1154

* Colied by the Latins Mons Regnlis (Ment Royal, Montréo!). According to earle
chronicles Crae de Montréal refers 1n ix slestor to the oortherast, Oz des Moabites
{ol Kerak; Ar, Erecl i from Arim, Aarbha, tawn, nhence Karkh, namez of o quarter
11 Toghdid).

* Betnuss he was called Raymond of Saint-Gilies, the Arabs referred fo him as
Sunjil o sbua-Sangil,

¥ Repased later by the Turks, this Qal'st Tarfbales has heen used wntf recently
£E 8 Prscm. * Ibn-Khaldan, vol. v, p. 186,
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held as fiefs of Jarusalem 1—the county of Tripoli, also under the
kingdom of Jerusalem. Al-Ruhi’ and Jerusaiem were Burgun-
dian princedoms, Antioch was Norman and Tripeli Provengal.
Thesze four were the only Latin states ever established on Moslem
soil. Their control was confined to the northern part of Syria and
to the narrow littoral, a small Christian territory sst against a
vast and dark background of Islam. Not a town was maore than
a day's march from the enemy. Even in their states the Latin
population was but thinly scattered. Such inland cities as Aleppa,
Hamah, Hims, Ba'labakk and Damascus were never conquered,
though at times they paid tribute. In the year beginning Sep-
temiier 1156, Damascus, under Nar-al-Din, paid %000 dinars.?
With the dynastie suecessions in these Latin states, their

b

sqquabbles and petty rivalrics, we are not concerned. They form ®

a chapter of European rather than of Arab history, But the
friendly and peaceful relations daveloped between the men from
the West and the natives should not cscape our attention,

It should be remembered in the first place that the Christians
came to the Holy Land wath the nofion that they were far superior
to its people, whom they considercd idolaters, worshipping
Muhammad as & God. At first contact they were disillusioned.
As for the impression they left on the Moslems, Usfmah ? gave
expression to it when he saw in them ‘‘animals possessing the
virtues of courage and fghting, but nothing else”. The forced
association between the two peoples in times of peace—which,
it should be noted, were of much longer duration than times of
war-—wrought a radical change in the feclings of both, towards
cach other. Amieable and neighbourly relations were established.
The Franks emploved trusted native workmen and fatmers, The
fendal systemn they introduced was gradually adapted to the
local tenure of the land. They had carricd with them horses,
hawks and dogs, and seon agreements were entered intg so that
hunting “parties might be free from danger of attack. Safe-

.conducts for travellers and traders were often exchanged and
ustally honbuted by both sides. The Franks discarded their
European dress in favewr of the more comfortable and mare
suitable ﬂat_ival dlothing. They acquired new tastes §n food,

1 Le.allied states which recognized the primaey of Jensalemz Tohat,, Ty Kfoate,
\ Fmdﬂfﬂﬂfﬂfﬁx fa dhe Fatie Rtupdom of ferusalfom (Cambrudgpe, Yoaz), p. 17,
? Tbn-al Qalisis, pu 336, *Ed Ui, p. 132= Arab-Syrion Gentieman, p, 167,
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especially those varieties invelving the generous use of sugar and
spices, They preferred Oriental houses, with their spacious apen
courts and running water, Some intermarried with natives and
the half-caste progeny of native mothers were desipnated as
ponlaing® They even in certain instances venerated shrines held
equzlly sacred by Moslems and Jews. In their intermirtent
quarrels among themselves the Lating often welcomed assistance
from the “infidels”, and the Moslems often sought alliances with
Latins against fellow Moslems.

The rise of "Imid-al-Dia (the pillar of faith) Zangi, the blue-
eved atibeg of al-Mawsil (1129-46}, marks the turning of the
tide in favour of Islam. Zangi was the forerunper of o series of
counter-Crusading heroes which culminated in Salih-al-Din and
extended to the Mamliks of the latter half of the following
century. Son of a Turkish slave of Malikshih, Zangi carved for
himself a principality including Aleppo, Harrin and al-Mawsil,
where he founded the Zangid dynasty (rr27-1262), casily the
preatest among the many established by the atabegs. His were
the first hammer-strokes under which the Crusading states were
destined to crumble away. The first blow fell on al-Ruh3’,
Because of its proximity to Baghdid and its control of the main
routes between Mesopotamia and the Mediterranean this city
for hialf a century had been the outer rampart of all Latin states
in Syria. After a siege of four weeks Zangl captured it {144}
from Jozcelin 11.* This first of the Crusader states to rise and first
to fall was strongly fortified but poorly defended. [ts capture
meant the removal of the wedpe thrust between Moslern Syria
and al-'Iriq. In Europe it was a signal for what i= usually termed
the second Crusade (1145, led by Conrad 11 of Germany and
Louis VII of France. With an army made up of French and
German knights, of Templars® and Hospitatlers* and of troops
provided by Jerusalem, Damascus was laid under a futile siege of
fourdays.® Nowherewas anvthing accomplished by this Crusade.

As champion of the Islamic cause Zangi was succecded in his

I URAds", “youny enes”, Latmnzed Pellame COF Arc fulde, b, So-and-ge.

1 Tom-al- Athdr, " Ta'vikh ol-Dawlah sl-Abakivah™, in Becwerl srientons, vol &,
Pt‘ IAE.BB.:?T}-:%. cormuption of o Syrine word for “poor”, the orginnl name of
the arder in Latm Leinp Pauperes Commilitones Chosts (Poar Kasghts of Chefct).

4 Or Knights of 5t. John, Ar. [shatdriyah (Asbitidyah)

! The clearest nocoont Is in the work of ibn-al-Qulinisd, pp. 2989, who was
humaslf ot Damasous aod held o lugh post in the city's povernment.
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Syrian possessions by his son Nir-al-Din (light of the faith)
Mahmiid, whe chose Aleppo for his eapital. More capable than
his father, Niir was the second to face the Franks on more than
equal terms, In 1154 he wrested Damascus, without striking a
blow, from a sureessor of Tughtigin, thereby removing the last
barrier between Zangid territory and Jerusalem. Gradually he
completed the conguest of the county of al-Ruhd’, whose count,
Joscelin 11, in 1131 had been carried off a prisoner in chains.®
Niir also reduced parts of the principality of Antioch, whose
young ruler Bohemnond IIT he captured in 1164 together with his
ally Raymoend 111 of Tripoli. Both prisoners were later released
on payment of ransom, the former after one year of captivity
and the latter after nine.

In Palestine, however, the cause of Islam was not so tri-
umphant. Here its bulwark *Asqalan, which for half a century
had resisted the Franks, had fallen (1153} into the hands of
Baldwin 111 of Jerusalem, thus opening the way for the Christians
to Egypt.

Wilr-al-Din had an able Heutenant in one Shirkih, whe, under
orders from his chief and taking advantage of the ntir_-I:rel;:u{t1.1|::IIE:E
of the Fitimid stete, managed after several military and diplo-
matic victorics in Egypt to rective in 1169 the vizirate under
al-"Adid (1160-71), the last of the Fitimid caliphs.® His pre-
decessor in this high office, Shiwar, had sought and secured
against Shirkdh the aid of Amalric 1, brother and successor of
Baldwin IIT. Shortly after his investiture Shirkdh died and was
succeeded by his brother's son, Salih-al-Din (rectitude of the
faith, Saladin) ibn-Ayyith.

Al-Malik al-Nasir al-Sultin Salah-al-Din YVsuf was born in
Takrit on the Tigris in 1138 of Kurdish parentage. In the
following year his father Ayyib (Job) was appointed commander
of Ba'labakk by the Atibeg Fangi. Of the youth and early
education in Syria of Salah-al-Din little is known. Evidently his
early interests centred on theological discussion. He did not come
inte the public cye until 1164, when “in spite of his reluctance™ ?
he accompanied his uncle on his first campaign to Egypt. His
star then began to rise. The two huming ambitions of his Hife now

! Threal-'fbr, po 361; ibo-al-Athie, vol. =5, p. 1ot Cf Romdlal-Din, Zubdaf
el-Lefcd wmin Ta'rlbd Halsh, tr, E. Blochet {Paris, 1900}, p. 25,

? fbn-Khallikin, vel. i, pp. 405-7. CF. Viadt, wol. ii. pp. 246-7,

* Aba-Shamak, vol. §, p. 1555 abu-ol-Fids", vob tii, p. g7,
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came to be the substirution of Sunnite for Sht'ite Islam in Egype
and the pressing of the holy war against the Franks, Vizir in
1169, he omitted in 1171 the mention of the name of the Fatimid
caliph in the Friday prayer, substituting that of the "AbbSsid
caliph al-Mustadi”. The momentous change was effected with
so little disturbance that not even "two goats locked horns"?

For the realization of his otherand greater ambition sovercignty
over Moslem Syria was a necessary prelude. Here his suzerain
MWiar-gi-Din ruled, and the relations batween the two soon became
strained. On the death of Nir in 1174 Salih declared his
independence in Egvpt and, after a few engagements culminating
in the battle of Qurlin (horns of ) Hemah, he wrested Syria from
the eleven-vear-cld Ismé'il, son and successor of Nar. In the
meantime Salih’s elder brother Thrin-Shih had succeeded in
taking possession of al-Yaman. Al-Hijaz with its holy cities
erdinarily went with Egypt. In May 1175, Saldh-al-Din at his
own request was granied by the "Abbasid caliph a diploma of
investiture aver Epypr, al-Maghrib, Nubia, western Arabia,
Palestine and central Syria. The caliph thereby gave away what
waz in reality not his to give, but what was flattering to him not
to refuse, Heneeforth Salih considered himself the sole sultan,
25 his kinsman-historian abu-al-Fida'® expresses it. Ten years
Iater he reduced high Mezopotamia and made its various princes
his vasgals. Nir-al-Din's dream of first enveloping the Franks
and then erushing them botween the two millstones of Moslem
Syria-Mesopotamia and Epypt was being realized in the carcer
of his more illustrious successor,

In the course of these cngagements in northern Syria two
atternpis were made on the life of Salih-al-Din by the Assassins
at the instigation of his Moslem enemies. Before this a similar
attempt was made on Nir-al-Din and a successful ene on the
Fitimid al-Amir (1130). Among the Christians the most
distinguished victims of this redoubtable order, which was
unusually active in Syria at this time, were Raymond Il of
Tripoli {ra. 1152) and the newly elected king -of Jerusalem,
Conrad of Montferrat (1192)2 In 1176 Salah-al-Din laid siege
to Masyid, headquarters of Réshid-al-Din Sinén, the Old Man
of the Mountain, but raised it on receiving a promise of
immunity against future attacks.

1 Ahn-al-Fudi®, vob af, . §3- ® Vel m, p. fou 1 Itn-al.Athie, vol. xi0 p. §1.
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Singn bad made himself independent of Persia, He controlied
an efficient secret service and a pigeon-post enabling him to
obtain information by what scemed supernatural means. His
Fidd'is (selfsacrificing ones) excelled in the manufacture and
uze of poisoned knives.? It is related that when Henry of Cham-
pagne, titular king of Jerusalem, visited him in 17194, the grand
master, wanting to impress his guest with the blind obedience
he exacted from his henchmen, made 2 sign to two on top of the
castle tower and they immediately leaped off and were dashed
to picces.®

With the Assassin threat removed Salih was free to devote his
energies to attacks on the Franks. Victory followed victery, On
fuly 1, 1187, he captured Tiberias after & six days’ siege. The
battle of Hittin (Hatiin} followed (July 3-4). It began on Fri-
day, the day of prayer and a faveurite one with Salah for Aighting,
This was a sad day for the Frankish army. Numbering about
twenty thousand and all butdying of thirst and heat, it fell almost
in its entirety into the enemy's hands. The list of distinguished
captives was headed by Guy de Lusignan, king of Jerusalem.
The chivalrous sultan gave the crestfallen monarch a friendly
reception; but his companion Repinald of Chéadilion, the dis-
turber of peace, merited a different treatment. Reginald was
perhaps the most adventurous and least scrupulous of all the
Latin leaders and the most facile in the uge of Arabic. Entrusted
with the command of al-Karak he more than once had pounced
upon peaceful caravans and plundered them as they passed
beneatit the walls of his castle——and that in violation of treaty
relations, Me even fitted otit a flect at Aylah and harassed the
coasts of the sacred territory of al-Hijiz, preying upon its
pilgrims. 3alah had sworn to slay with his own hand the breaker
of truce. And now the time came for the fulfiltment of his oath.
Taking advantage of a recognized tradition connected with
Arab hospitality Reginald secured a drink of water from his
captor’s tent. But the drink was not offered by Salih and
therefore established no guest and host relationship between
captive and captor.* Reginald paid for his treachery with

¥ Iba-BattElah, vol, §, pp. 166-7.

* Murinws Sanoto, “Liber, seerctorum® in Dongars, Gerts Def per Fravcor
{Finoan, 1611}, <ol i, p. s01.

¥ Bew above, po 25, -
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hiz life. Ali the Templars and Hospitallers were also publicly
exceted.!

The victory of Hittin sealed the fate of the Frankish cauge,
Adter 2 week's siepe Jerusalemn, which had lost its parrizon at
Hiftin, capitilated (October 2, 118%). In the Agsa Mosque the
muezzin's call replaced the Christian gong, and the galden cross
which surmounted the Dome of the Rock was torn down by
Saiih'’s men.

The capture of the capital of the Latin kingdom gave Salal-
al-Din most of the towns of Frankish Syria-Palestine. In a
series of brilliantly cxecuted campaigns most of the remaining
strongholds were seized. None could offer resistance, for they
had all heen denuded of their besi defenders on the day of
Hittin. Animated with the spirit of holy war which the Crusaders
seom now to have jost, the great champion of Islam pushed hic
conquests north to al-LAadhiegiyah {(Laodicea, Latakia), Jabalah
and Sihyawn, and south to al-Karak and al-Shawhak, Al these,
a3 well o3 Shagif Arnin, ! Kawkab,” Safad and other thoms in the
Maoslem side, fell Lefore the elose of 1189, The Franks came very
near being swept out of the land. Only Antinch, Tripoli and
Tyre, besides certain smaller townsz and castles, remained in
their posscssion.

The fall of the holy city aroused Europe, Hostilities among its
rulers were buried. Frederick Barbarossa, emperor of Germany,
Richard I Cecur de Lion, king of England, and Fhilip Augustus,
king of France, took the crose. These three were the mest power-
ful sovercigns of Western Europe, and with them the “third
Cruzade" (118g-g92) began. In point of numbers it was one of the
largest, For legend and romance, both Oricntal and Qceidental,
this Crusade, with Salih-al-Din and Ceeur de Lion as its chief
figures, has provided the favourite theme.

Fredericl:, whe was the first to start, took the land route and
was drowned while cressing a Cilician river. Most of his followers
returned home, En route Richard stopped to capture Cyprus,

1 Abu-Shimah, vol. it, pp %5 s#g., who puees an cype-witness's report, ibpeals
AthTr, vol xc, pp 352-5, Ernoul and Bernord le Teésacier, Ofronegue, ed. M. L, de
Bias Latne {Panis, 1571}, pp. 1731,

* (a the Leoates [al-Lipang, the Bolort of Latin chvonicies Its owner had been
kmown a6 Regmald of Sidon. Far ctymology see Hilth, Hrstery & Siria, oreluding
Febanen and Palestins (London, 1g50), oz, n. §.

* A newly buit Crusnding eastie north of Bays3n by the Jordan, Its fall name
wios Waslealb al-Hawd' {the star of the sky), Belvoir in Latin sources,
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destined to become the last refuge of the Crusaders drivesn from
the mainland.

In the meantime the Latins in the Holy Land had decided on
*Albka as providing the key for the restoration of their jost
domain. Against it they marched virtually all rheir forees, aug.
mented by the remnant of Frederick's army and the contingents
of the king of France. King Guy, who had been released by
Salah-al-D¥in on pledging his honour never again to bear armg
against kim, led the attack. Salih arrived the next day to rescue
the city and pitched his camp facing the enemy. The struggle
was waged by land and sea. The arrival of Richard was hailed
with great rejoicing and bonfires. Puring the progress of the
sicpe many picturesque incidents took place and were recorded
by the contemporary Arabic and Latin chroniclers. A Dama-
scene who compounded explosives and burned three of the be.
siegers’ towers refused the reward offered bim by Saiah in favour
of Allal’s reward.’ A flint stone which formed part of three ship.
loads taken from Sicily by Richard for use in his mangonels and
was said to have destroved thirteen "Akkons, was zaved and
shown to Salihk as a curiosity. Salih and Richard even ex-
chanpged presents, but never met. Carrier-pizeons and swimmers
were used for communication between Salih and the be-
leapuered garrison, which was entirely cut off from the sea. One
such swimmer was drowned while attempting to makg the pass-
age, and as his body was washed achore and the "Aklans ob-
tained the money and letters he carried, Salih's biographer?
was prompied to remark, “Never before have we heard of # man
receiving a trust in his lifetime and delivering it after his death".
Richard offered a handsome reward for every stone dislodged
from the walls of the city, and the combatants, as well as the
women, performed deeds of great valour. The sicge, considerad
one of the major military operations of medieval times, dragged
on fot two years (August 27, 1180-July 12, 1101}, The Franks
had the advantage of a fleet and up-to-date siege artillery;
the Moslems bad the advantape of zingle command, Saldh
sought but received no aid from the caliph. Finally the parrison
surrendered.

b 1bn-Khaldia, vel. v, p. 321,
1 Bahi'pl-Din ibn-Shaddad, Strat Saiffeal-Lint AlNawddir ol-Sulldnfak

wreal-Makdren el ¥Fiarefived (Cairo, T317), po 120, CF tro s " Sefadin®™y Or, whar
Befeli Sultan Firgf London, 13971, p. 20d.
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Two of the conditions of surrender were the releaze of the
gartison on the payment of 200,000 gold pieces and the restora-
tion of the holy cross.? When at the end of a month the money
was pot paid Richard ordered the twenty-seven hundred cap-
tives to be slaughtered *—an act that stands in conspicuous con-
trast with Saldl’s treatment of his prisoners at the capture of
Jerusalem. Ile too had then stipulated for a ransom and several
thousand of the poor could not redeem themselves. At the re-
quest of his brother, Saldh sct free a thousand of these poor
captives; at the request of the patriarch another batch was re-
leased. Then considering that his brother and the patriarch had
made their alims and thar his pwn tom had come, Saldh freed
many of the remaining captives, including numerous women and
children, without ransoem.

"Akka now takes the place of Jerusalem ® in leadership and
henceforth negotiations for peace between the two combatant
patrties go on almost without interruption. Richard, who was full
of remantic ideas, proposed that his sister should marry Salih's
brather, al-Malk al-"Adil, and that the two should receive Jeru-
salem as A wedding present, thus ending the strife between
Christians and Moslerns. On Palm Sunday (May 29, 1192) he
knighted with full ceremony al-"Adil’s son, al-Malik al-Kamil.
Peace was finally concluded on Movember z, 1igz, on the
general principle that the coast belonged to the Latins, the in-
terior to the Moslems and that pilgrims to the holy city should
not be molested, Salah had only a few months to live and enjoy
the fruits of peace. On February 19 of the following vear he was
taken ill with fever in Damascus and died twelve days later at the
age of fifty-five. His tomb close by the Umayyad Mosque is stiif
one of the attractions of the Syrian capital.

Salgh-al-Din was more than 2 mere warrior and champion of
Sunnite Islam. He patronized scholars, encouraped theologicat
studies, built dykes, dug canals and founded schools and
mosques, Among his surviving architectural monuments is the

P Abu-Shamak. wol. fi, p 183 'Imad-al-Din {+3-Tsfahdn, el-Fatg ol Quspf £
el-Feth al Qude,ed C.de bandberp (Leyden, 18581, p. 357 ibu-al"Tbd, pp. 186-73
alnu—n.E-F:di",w.nl |.||.. P 33-.1,

¥ Beneduet of Peterbormugh, ed. W, Stubbs (Londen, 1867), wel. i, p, 18g; ibne
Shoddsd, pp 1645, !

? Honeal-"Thei, p 413, apeaks of e "king of *Akla®,

+ Cif. abu-ad-Fids®, vol, ju, p. B4
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Citadel of Caire,” which he began topether with the walls of the
city in 1183 and for which he utilized stones from the smaller
pyramids, His cabinet included two learned vizirs, al-Qidi al-
Fadii * and 'lmid-al-Din al-Eatib al-lsfahani! noted for the
style and prace of their correspondence, His last private secretary
was Bah@'-al-Din ibn-ShadedZd,® whe becarme his biographer,
On overthrowing the Fatimid caliphate, Salih distributed its
accumulated treasures, gne of which was an historical seventeen-
dirham sapphire as weighed by ibn-al-Athir ¥ in person, among
his retainers and troops, keeping nothing for himself, Nor did
he touch Nir-zl-Din's estate; he left it to the deceased ruler's
heir. He himself left on hiz death forty.coven dirhams and a
gold piece® Among the Arabs his name, with Haron's and
Baybars', heads the list of popular favourites to the preseat day,
In Europe he touched the fancy of English minstrels as well as
madern novelists? and iz atill considered a paragon of chivalry.

The sultanate built by Salab-ai-Din from the Tigris to the
Nile was divided ameng his vanous heirs, none of whom in-
herited his genius. At first his son al-Malil al-Afdal (ihe superior
king) succeeded to his father’s crown at Damascus, al-" A« {the
mighty} at Caire, al-Zabir {the wvictorious) at Aleppo, and
Saldh's younger brother and confidant al-'ﬁd_il at al-Karak and
at-Shawbak, But between 1196 and 1199 al-"Adil, taking advan.
tage of the discord among his nephews, acquired for himself
sovercignty over Egypt and most of Syria. In 1200 he appointed
one of his sons povernor of Mesopotarmia. Al-*Adil, the Sapha-
din® of Latin chrenicles, was the chief agent in the peace nego-
tiations of 1162 and maintained throughout his rule friendly
relations with the Crusaders. Small collisions were not lacking,
but his general policy was one of peace and the furtherance of
eommerce with the Frankish colonies. He allowed the Venetians

1 Qal"at al-Tabal. His mscnpnun cnp shil b2 read over the old gate.

® Jhn-Rhalbkiing 1ol i, Pp- 300 Feg., Subki, Fafopdr, vol, v 2 PR 2534

3 The-Khallikin, wol u, pp 495 167 Suwilti, ffess, vol i, poo3jo. 1Tis af-Fat
wag drown upen (o the eompasition of this chapter

L Thn-Khallking vol. id, pp. 428 seq, His Sirod has besn extensizely used in
this chapter.

vyl i, p.o242. * Abu al-Fidd", vol, I, p. o7,

? E p. Walter Scott in kis Talrzmar, Lessiag o Aattan der [Fere, Owing to
Sedibeal-Din's lome o lepend prew up to cxploin the greatness of Thomas Becke:
oh the ground of bis descens from o Saracen mother,

! Yrom Ins Lonasific tide Sayfnl-Din (the swerd of felipion) Thn-Khallikin,
val. 1, po 446
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to establish special markets with inns? at Alexandria and the
Pisans to establish consuls there. His name is still borne in
Damascus by al- Adiliyah school, which he partly buile.®

After al-"Adil’s death in 1218 several Ayyibid branches, ail
sprung from him, reigned in Egypt, Damascus and Meso-
potamiz. Other branches, descended from other members of the
Ayyiibid family, controlled Hims, Hamah and al-Yaman, The
Egyptian Ayyiibids were the chief branch and frequently con-
tested with their Damascene kinsmen the sovereignty over Syria,
The north Syrizn branches were swept away in 1260 by the
Tartar avalanche of Haligu, with the exception of the insignifi-
cant Hamah branch which continued under the Mamliks and
numbered in its line the historian-king abu-al-Fida’ (1 1332), a
descendant of Jalih-al-Din's brother,

In the course of thesc dynastic tormoils not only did Islam:
lose its pawer of aggression, but one after another of Salzh-al-
Din's conguests, e.g. Deiriit, Safad, Tiberdas, "Asgalin and
even Jerusalern (i229), reverted to Frankish hands. But the
Franks were in no position to take full advantage of the sitzation,
They were themselves in as bad a plight, if not worse, Their
colonies depended for their maintenance upon new recruits from
Eurepe which were net fortheoming. Among themselves quarrels
between Genoese and Venetians, jealousies between Templars
and Hospitallers, personal squabbles among leaders and contests
for the empty title of king of Jerusalem—these were the order of
the day. In thelr disputes, a5 we learned above, one side would
often secure aid from Moslems against the other,

The first serious engagements since Sal3h-al-Din’s death be-
tween Franks and natives took place on Egyptian soil under al-
Kamil (1218-18). Al-Kamil, the Egyptian successor of his father
al-"Adil, was now the leading Ayyibid figure and nominally
reccived the homage of Syria, His first task was to clear his land
of the Cruszaders who shortly before his father's death had landed
near Dimyat (Damietta) and in the following year had occupied
that town. This invasion of Egvpt was prompted by the fresh
realization by the maritime republics of Italy that the eentre of

VA furdeg, from Gr. pondateisn; Ar b 3 i
{n.ui]ecﬁvi, fmnf Pontos); ﬁ-lfnduqij'ah, Ap. nﬂ;f;i?ﬁ{’.:ﬁ::%zﬂgtgﬁ?fdgf, ;":;-:::;
al-Fulddm, ed. Feinnud and de Slane, Paris, 1840, p. 210}, from Veneticnmn,

! The names al ibe-K ballikEn, 0l-Subki and ethers are associated with this schoal,
whose bulding now houses the Amb Academy of Dlamasces,
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Islamic power had shifted from Syria to Egypt and that only by
the conguest of the latter could their ships reach the Ked Sea
and participate In the opulent cemmerce of the Indian Gcean,
After almost two years of confiict (November rz2tg-August
1221) al-Kimil forced the Franks to sbandon Dimyit and
granted them a free passage.’

Like his father, al-Kamil took a lively interest in irrigation
and apriculture and signed several commercial treatics with
European countries. He was so favourably disposed toward his
Christian subjects that the Coptic church still recognizes him as
the most beneficent sovereign it ever had, The year after his
acceszion St Francis of Assisi visited his couet and discussed
religion with him. Hisinterest in learning may be illostrated by a
personal call he onee made to a Cairene subject, "Umar fbp-al-
Farid {(1181~1233), the greatest Sufi poet the Arabs produced,
who is said to have refuscd to recelve his royal puest. Formerly
a friend of Richard, al-Kamil now entered inte fricndly relations
with Frederick 11, who in 1227 set out on a Crusade. In 1229 an
infarmous weaty was concluded yielding to Frederick Jeruzajem,
along with a cerridor connecting 1 with “Akka, and puarantee-
ing ol-Kiamil Frederick's aid against his encinies, most of whom
were Ayyiibids.? This was the most singular treaty between a
Christian and 2 Moslem power before Crtoman days. Jerusalem
remamned in Fraokish hands until 1244 when, st the invitation
of al-Kamil's second successor al-Malik al.Silih Najm-al-Din
Ayyiib {1240-49), a contingent of Khwarizm Turks, previeusly
disledged from their Central Asian abode by Chingle Khig,
restored the ¢ty to Islam.?

As he Jay on his deathbed al-5alik received the news that
Dimydt was apnin threatened, this time by Louis IX, king of
France, and his chevaliers of the "sixth Crusade'. The town
surrendercd (June 6, 1240) without resistance; hut as the French
army matrched on Caire in a region intersected by canals, while
the Nile was at its height, pestilence spread in its ranks, its line
of corrmunication was cut off and it was entirely destroyed (April
tz50). King Louils, with most of his nobles, was taken prisoner.!

1 Abual Fudd', el pp, 135-7, ibae-Khaldin, wol . 2, pp 340-50, iha-Khalbkin,
wol. iy, po 457, Iha-Iyfs, Hedd's' ebZuldr § Wega's of-Dukir (Bilig, 1311),
vol. i, pp. %o o

3 Albua-al-Ted X', weladi, o, 148, tho-al-Athle, vol =i, p. 318, ¥ Secobave,p 282

4 Magrizd, vel B, pp. 230 ¥ Jolwville, ffiriedre o Samnd Lowis, ed, W, de Wadlly
[Pans, 1874, PR 199 reg.
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In the meantime al-53lih had passed away (November 1249}
His daring and energetic widow BShajar-al-Durr (the tree of
pearle) kept the news secret Ter three months until his son and
successor Tordn-5hih had returned from Mesopotamia? Thran
failed to make himself agreeable to the slaves (snamliibs) of his
father and with the connivance of his stepmother was murderad
in 1230, Shajar proclaimed herself queen of the Mosiems * and
a six-year-old scion of the Damascene Ayyiibids, al-Ashraf
Muisa, was accorded the nominal dignity of joint sovereignty;
but the titular ruler was the Mamldk Aybak, founder of the
Mamigk dynasty. After a month of captivity Louis and his men
were refeased on the peyment of a rapsom and the restoration
of Dimyit.* His work in Syria, where he remained from 1240 to
1254, consisted in the fortifying of such ports as "Akka, Hayfa,
Cmsarea and Siden. In 1270 he led another futde Crusade, now
te Tunisia, where he died. OF all the Crusading leaders his, by
far, was the purest and noblest character. His “whole life was a
prayer, his noble aim was to do God's will",

Among the Mamliks it was the fourth, al-Malik al-Z3hir
Baybars {1200-77), who inaugurated the series of sultans wha
dealt the final blows to the Crusaders' cause, Baybars had dis-
tinpuished himgelf as & general under his predecessor Qutuz
when at "Ayn Jalit he inflicted {September 3, 1200) & crushing

1A treeof the Epyptian Ayyabids, all of whom, excepting al-"Aziz, al-Mangdr
nod al-Ashraf, were at least for o Gme acknowledged by Damascus

Ayyib
I
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'Tmid-ol-Din ; | 1
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{1280~-32)
¥ Aboeal-Tida', vol. i, p. 190; Suydtl, fers, vol #, p. 29,
* Joinville, pp. zo1 seg.



56 LAST OF THE MEDIEVAL MOSLEM STATES rarrvy

defeat on the Tartars. The Monpolian leader was Kitbugha,
a Nesforian, whose advance puard had penetrated Palestine
down fo Ghazzah?® This victory is memorable for the history of
civilization; if the Mongols had taken Caire they would have
probably destroyed its treasures and manuseripts. Besldes avert-
ing the danger threatening Syria and Egypt it paved the way for
the reunion of the two neighbouring countries, a reunion which
Iusted under the Mamiik sceptre until the Ottoman conguest
two centuries and a helf fater,

Baybars' ambition was to be a second Salah-al-Din in the holy
war against Crusader towns. Especially provoked was he when
he found those towns making commeon cause with the Hilaguid
1l-Khans of Persia, now favourably disposed toward the Chris-
tian religion. From 12637 to 1271 he conducted almost annual
raids against them. One after ancther of the Latin establish-
ments yielded with little or no resistance. The twe military orders
which now occupicd the leading fortresses of Frankish Syria and
formed its bulwark were the ones who received his most deva-
stating blows., But throughout the opposition was so weak that
hardly a single battle of importance was fought in the open field,

In 1263 Baybars took al-Karak from an Ayyiibid and demol-
ished the venerated church of Nazareth (al-Nasirah), In 1265
he scized Cesarea, and after a forty-day siege received the sur-
render of Arsiif from the Hospitallers. On July 23, 1266, the
Templar garrison of Safad capitulated on condition that the
lives af its two thousand kniphts be spared. Without delay and in
spite of the amnesty granted, the sultan ordered them all exceuted
on a neighbouring hill.® The stoty of the victory of “the Alex-
ander of his age and the pillar of faith" is still engraved on the
walls of Safad; and the bridge he built aver the Jordan stands to
the present day bearing his inscription, with the figure of a lion
on sither side. In 1268 Jaffa was caphured without resigtanes:
Shaqif Arniin capitulated after a short siege; and what is more
important Antioch, which had maintained amicable relations
with the Tartars, surrendered (May 21). Antoch’s garnisen with
others to the number of 16,000 were slaughtered and some
100,000 arc said to have been led to captivity, some to be sold
in the markets of Egypt. When the plunder was divided, money

¥ Meqgelsi, tr. Quatremdre, val. € (pL 1), pp. of, 104,
¥ Jfid, (pt. 2}, pp. 30730, nb‘u-nl-Fld-ﬁ',:'&P e, o 3.
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wasz measured out in cups; an infant fetched twelve dirhams and
a young girl five. The city with its citadel and world-renowned
churches was given to the flames—e blow from which it has
never recovered.) On the fall of Antioch a number of miner
Latin strongholds in the vicinity were abandoned. In 1271 the
formudable Hisn al-Akrid, the principalretreatof the Hospitallers
and probably the mest beautiful military monument of the
Middle Apes, surrendered after a sicge lasting from March 24 to
April 8. The adjacent castles of Masyad, al-Qadmiis, al-Kahf
and al-Khawihbi, which belonged to the Assasmns who were in
alliance with the Hospitailers and often paid tribute to them,
were all reduced. The last nest of an order which for vears had
hatched horror and intrigue was thereby for ever destroved Both
the Templars of Antartis and the Hospitailers of al-Margab now
hastened to make preace.

Daybars had a worthy succeszor in Qaliwin {1279-90), who
was almost az energetic and redoubtable an anti-Crusader.
Baybars' truce with the Templars of Antartis was renewed
(Apnl 15, £282) for anether term of ten years and ten months A
simtlar treaty was signed (July 18, 1285) with the princess of
Tyre who controlled Bertit.® On the battlefield he established his
right to the honeorfie title he bore, al-Malk al-Mansir (the
victorious king). Al-Margab,® which still looks ke a dread-
nought crowning a hill near Tartis and overlooking the sea,
vielded after a siege of thirty—eight days, ending May 25, 1285,
The besicgers' arrowheads can stll be seen imbedded in s
outer walls Abe-al-Fidi’,* who was then twelve years old, had
his first expericnce in warfare on this occasion, The citadel's
Enights of St. John were conducted under cscort te Tripol
Tripoti, another of the carly conquests of the Crusaders and now
the largest town in their possession, succumbed in April 128¢;
the city and its citadel were almost entirely tuined Abu-al-Fida's
himself was oppressed by the smell of the corpses lying thick on
the island outside the port. After Tripoli the stronghold of al-
Batrfin to the south was captured. Qalawiin commemorated his

T Timent"Thri, p. Soo; Magoe, tr. Quetremers, vol. 1 (pt 2}, pp. 52-4; abu-al-
Tudit, vel iv. pp 4 5.

* Magrisi has presecved the bexts of both trentes, ed, Quatremiee, wol 11 {pt 33,
pp t#zb, 177-5, L pp 2237, 202-21.

* “The nateh towee™, Castrom Merpathum, darmt.

4 Vol iv, p. 22. 2 Yol iv, p. 24.
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victorics with inscriptions which, like these of Baybars, can still
be read on the walls of the citadels he reduced.

'Akka was now the only place of military importance left. In
the midst of his preparations against it Qaliwin died and was
succeeded by his son al-Ashral (12g0-g3), who commenced
where his father had left off. After an investment of over a month,
in which ninety-two catapults were used against its ramparts,
this last bubwark of the Latin Orient was stormed (May 1291},
The help received from Cyprus by sea did not save the day. Its
Templar defenders, to whom a safe-conduct had been promised,
were mascactred. The city was plundered, its fortifications were
dismantled and houscs set on fire.?

The fall of "Akka scaled the fate of the half-dozen towns still
retained along the coast, and nonc resisted the victorious cnemy,
Tyre was abandoncd on May 18, Sidon on July 14. Beirat
capitulated on July zi1. Antartis was eecupied on Aupust 3 and
the doserted Templar castle of "Atblich {Castrum Perogrinorum,
Chiteay Pelerin) was destroved about the mddle of that menth.?
One of the most dramatic chapters in the history of Syria was
closed.?

oAb al-Didi” (wha took part in the seege), vol iv, pp 25-6: Magrizg te, Quatre-
mire, vo] n{pt 3, pp f25 9, Arelewer, ol o, pro2, oo, Ler geerer der Chaprors,
ed & Hayanud (Geneva, 1387), p 256

* Ere Sanute in Tongars, ol v, pp 231 1eg.

1 Later Croaades were ditceted apunst Bhodes, Smyrna, Alexandns and Turkey

In Furope, colminating in the Crusade of Necopalis i 1306 Se= AL S, Atirs, T
Crmrade s the Later Middle Ages (Londosm, 1938).

From Mecrd farioas " !Fdn:r.ﬂu o frprwcfer aredes fraploer tn Sprer par dor Creeafr
A THANKISIT DINAR STRUCKE A7 'AREKAM TN 1251
Branny Arabac inscrpiion



CHAPTER XLVI

CULTURAL CONTACTS

BECAUSE of the richness of the Crusades in picturesgue and
romantic incidents, their historical importance has been some-
what exaggerated. For the Occident they meant much maore
than for the Orient. Their civilizing influence was artistic, in-
dustrial and commercial rather than scientific and literary. In
Syria they left in their wake havoc and ruin intensified by the
Mamlik destruction of most of those maritime towns formerly
occupied by the Franks, Throughout the Near East they be-
queathed a legacy of ill will between Moslems and Christians
that has not yet been forgotten,

Notwithstanding its civil and hely wars Syria enjoyed under:
the Nirids and Ayytibids—more particularly under NGr-al-Din |
and Salih-al-Din—the most bLrilliant peried in its Moslem
history, with the exception of the Umayyad age. Its capital,

-Damascus, still bears evidences of the architectural and educa-
tional activitier of members of these two houses. Not only did
Wiir renovate the walls of the city with their towers and gates
and ereet gpovernment buildings which remained in use until
;coerit times, but he established in Damascus the earliest schiool
devoted to the science of tradition,’ the celebrated hospital
bearing his name® and the first of those madrasals (academies)
which after his tme began to flourish in the land, The Niird
hospital, the seeond in Damascus after that of al-Walid, func-
tioned later as a school of medicine.® The smadrasahs were in
reality collegiate mosques or school-mosques, but they boarded
students and followed the type evalved by the Nigimiyah. Such
collegriate mosques, all of the Shaf'i rite, were founded by Nir
in Aleppo, Hims, Hamih and Ba'labakk. His inscriptions on
these buildings and on other monuments of his are of specizl

; ! Tn this Dir al-Fladfth ol-Mdrirnh, the contbemperary that' Asikis {vel. I, p. 222}
ectured. -

3 il Maristin al-Nom, The-Tobwr, p o283 ibn-Khallikiin, vol &1, p 521,
'_{-f- sbpeabl-Ugaybe'nl, val. 1, p. 1oz The tullding is shil stnnding,
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interest for Arabic palecpraphy, sinee it was about this time that
the anpular Kuhe, in which until then inscriptions were exclus-
ively cut, was replaced by the rounded nasédd, An inseription of
his on a western tower of the Citadel of Aleppo is still legibbe,
The existing fortifications of this citadel, which is mentioned in
Assyrian and Hittite records and is consideresd a masterpiece of
ancient military archutecture, owe thew restoration to this Syrian
sultan. Nir's tomb in his Damascus academy, al-Nariyak, is held
in reverence aven today. Through this reediaral the connection
between mausolenm and mosgue was established in Syrial

By eoprfeiy of K. 4 O Crerueld

THE AKCIENT CITADEL OF ALEPPMD
Hestreed by Mir-al-Din (7 1194)

During the Mamlak period, which in art was a continuation of
the Ayyiibid, it beeame the regular practice for the founder of 2
collegiate mosque to be buried under a dome (grddak) in the
building.

Salab-al-Din displaved cven more munificent architccturat
and educational activity than his predeccssor, His policy was te
combar Shi'ite heresy and pro-Fitimid tendencies by means of
education. Wext to Nirim-al-Mulk he is reputed to have been
the groatest builder of academics in [slam, Under him Damascus
became a city of schools, Thn-Jubayr,® who visited it in 1184,
refers to its twenty sead asads, two free hospitals and numerous
dervish "monasteries”. Salh introduced these "monasteries”?
into Egypt.

L Cf, above, p. 630,

t Pp, 283-4; above, pp 408, 412,
v AT MAdmagd®, from Pers dedmapdd, Suyiti, Sure, wol. i, p 158,
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“The classical Arab art of the East is represented by the.
buildings of Damascus and Aleppo dating from the thirteenth |
century, under the Ayyiibids and their carliest Mameluke
successors.”! The Ayyitibid school of Syrian architecture was
continued in Egypt under the Mamliks and produced some of
the most exquisite monuments which Arab art can boast. Tts
characteristics are strenpth and solidity. On its durable material
of fine stone even the simplest decorative motif assumes infinite
grace. But like the Andalusian schoel it depended for its elepance
and beauty upon excessive decoration.

It was Salib-al-Din who introduced the madrasel type of
schoal inte Jerusalem and Egypt.® During his reipn al-Hijae
also saw its first institution of this type. Notable among his
Epyptian academies was the one at Cairo bearing his name,
al-Saiahiyah.? Ibn-Jubayrt found several madrasabs in Alex-
andria. None of these Egyptian institutions have survived, but
their architectural influence is manifest. Tt produced in later
years the finest Arab monuments of Egypt, among which the
most splendid example is the coflegiate mosque of Sultan Hasan
in Cairo. Its general plan consists of a square central court
(7afet) open to the sky, flanked by four walls with four halls or
porticos (sing. /feegn) forming the arms of a cross. Each of these
four halls was reserved for instruction in one of the orthodox
rites.

Besides schools Salah-al-D¥n maintained in Caire two hospi-
tals.® The edifices were probably planned after the Niirid hospital
in Damascus. Before his time ibn-T4l8n and Kifiir al-Ikhshidi
had established in Egypt similar free public institutions.
Hospital architecture followed also the mosque plan, but has
feft no traces. Only in military architecture do we have survivals,
the Citadel of Cairo being the principal example. This citadel
shows that Salih owed a part of his knowledge of fortification to
the Norman castles that had by this time sprung up in Palestine,
He probably used Christian prisoners in its construetion, It was
in this eitade] that he made hizs residence, while in Cairo,
surrounded by a galaxy of taleat which included, besides his
* ¥ Itend Lroukset, The Crmilrratfons af the Eost, vol. i, The Near and Afiddls
fast, tr. Catherine A, Plollips (New Vork, 1031}, 1. 2351 Moven Berchem, Afatérizux
tour wt corpus nreriptionurr Arobivarym, ptl 2, vol. 1 (Caice, 1922). pp. 87 1eg.

¥ 1bn-Khallikin, vol, fi, p. 521. * Buyuti, Hom, vol. 3, pp. 1378,
Y Pp. g1z, Y Thn-Jubugr, pp. 51-3,
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brilliant vizits, such men as his distinguished Jewish physicizn
ibo-Maymin and the versatile, pralific "Irdgl scholar "Abd-al.
Latifal-Baghdadi {1162-1231), whoseshortdescription of Egypt
stunds out among the important topographical works of the
Middle Ages.

Despite this manifestation of intellectual and educational
activity Islamic eulture in the epoch of the Crusades was already
decadent in the East. For some time prior to that epoch it had
ceased to be a creative force. In philosophy, medicine, rusic and
other disciplines, almost all its great lights had vanished. This
partly explaine why Syria, which was throughour the tweifth
and thireeenth centuries a particular focus of relations between
Islam and Western Christianity, proved as a vehicle of Arabie
influence wery much less important than cither Spain, Sicily,
North Africa or even the Byzantine empire. Although in Syria
Islam acted upon Eupropean Christanity by directimpact upon the
Crusaders, by the repercussion of that impact upon the West and
by a process of infiltration along the routes of commerce, yet the
spiritual and intellectual impress it left is harcly noticeable, On
the other hand, we should recall that the Franks in Syria, besides
possessing a lower level of culture than theb antagonists, were
largely foreign legions quartered in castles and barracks and in
close contact with the native tillers of the soil and artisans rather
than with the intellipentsia. Then there were the nationalistic and
religious prejudices and animosities which thwarted the play of
interactive forces. In science and art the Fronks had very little
to teach the natives. The comparative standing of medical lore
in the two camps may be illustrated by the anecdotes cleverly
told by Uedmah,? who alzo pokes fun at the Franks' judicial
procedure with its trial by duel and by water.

Concrete instances of scientific and philosophic trensmission
are not entirely Jacking, Adelard of Bath, whose trapslations of
Aralic works on astronomy and geometry have already Leen
mentioned, visited Antioch and Tarsus eatly in the twelfth cen-
tury. About a century later the first Europesn algebraist,
Leonardo Fibonacci, who dedicated a treatize on square num-

1 Sea above, p. 652,
3 AL Tfidek  w oal-Siibsr £ allimir af-Mprhdhedah weal-fowddich  afe
Ma'dpanak Ssdrgd Aier, 0d. D, 1 White (Tohingen, 1555% tr.inte Lotin, German

and Frenck. Thn-nbi-Thgaybah, vel. i, p 2oy Kotobi, vel, d. p. 10,
2 Pp 13t seyam drad-dvriga Gentécimon, pp, 162 fog.
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bers to Frederick L, visited Egvpt and Syria. Frederick himself
entertained the ambition of reconciling Islam and Christianity
and patronized several translators from Arabic. A Pisan,
Stephen of Antioch, translated the important medical work of
al-Majiisi at Antioch in 1127. This was the only known Arabic
work the Franks carried back with them; but since in the twelfth
century we find & number of hospices and hospitals, chiefly lazar-
houses for leprosy, springing up all over Europe, we may assume
that the idea of systematic hospitalization received a stimulus
from the Moslem Orient. This Orient was also responsible for
the reinttoduction into Europe of public baths, an institution
which the Romans patronized but the Chrizstans discouraged. It
was again in Antioch that Philip of Tripoli found about 1247 a
manuscript of the Arabic Sirr al-Asrdr purperting to have been
composed by Aristotle for the puidance of his great pupil,
Alexander. Translated by FPhilip into Latin as Secreteem secre
fortean, this pseudo-Aristotelian work, containing the essence of
practival wisdom and occult science, became one of the most
poputar books of the Iater Middie Ages.

In literature the influence was more pervasive. The legends of
the Hely Grail have clements of undoubted Syrian origin, The
Crusaders must have heard stories from the Kafilak and the
Aratian Neghts and carried them back with them. Chauvcer's
Sguszres Tale is an Arabian Nights story, From oral sources
Boecaceio derived the Oriental tales incorporated in his De.
cameron, Tothe Crusaders wemay also ascribe European mission-
ary interest in Arabic and other Islamic languages, Men like
Raymond Lull { 1315} were convinced by the failurs of the
Crusades of the futility of the military method in dealing with
the "infidet”. Luill, a Catalan, was the first European to promote

. Oriental studics as an instrument of a pacific Crusade in which
persuasion should replace violence. In 1276 he founded at
Miramar a college of friars for the study of Arabic; it was prob-

. ably through his influence that in 1311 the Council of Vienne

, resolved to create chairs of Arabic and Tartar at the Univer-

. sities of Paris, Louvain and Salamanca.

. * Intherealm of warfare the influences, a= is to be expected, are ]
.+ more noticeable, The use of the crossbow, the wearing of heavy ]
--rmail by knight and horse and the use of cotton pads under the
. armour are of Crusading origin, In Syria the Franks adopted the

-
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tabor! and the naket® far their militaty bands, which hitherto had
been served onfy by trumpels and horns They learned from the
natives how to train carrier-pigeons? to convey military informa-
tion and borrowed from them the practice of eelebrating '.riL‘{m':,r
by illuminations and the knightly sport of the tournament
{farid). In fact several features of the chivalry institution de-
veloped on the plains of Syda. The growing use of armorial
bearings and heraldic devices was due 1o contact with Moslem
knights. The two-headed caple,® the fleur-de-lis® and the two
key= may be cited as elements of Moslem heraldsy of this period.
Salah-al-Din probably had the eaple as his erest. Most Mamliks
bore names of animals, the corresponding imapges of which they
blazoned on their shields, Mamldk muiers had different corps,
which gave rise to the practice of distinpuishing by heraldic
designs on shields, banners, badges and coats of arms. Baybars'
crest was a lion, like that of ibn-Tolin before him, and Sultan
Bargiig's (T 1398) was the falcon. In Europe coats of arms
appear in & rudimentary form 5t the end of the eleventh century;
the kepinning of English heraldry dates from the early part of
the twelfth. Among modern Moslems the star and crescent
and the Hon and sun form the sole remnant of heraldey. “*Azure"
(Ar. Jizaward) and other terms used in heraldry testify to this
cannection between the European and Mlozlem institutions.
The Crusades also fostered the improvemnent of siege tactics,
including the art of sapping and mining, the employment of
mmangonels and battering-rams and the application of various
combustibles and explosives. Gunpowder was evidently invented
in China, where it was used mainly as an incendiary. About
1240 it was introduced by the Mongols inte Europe. There the
application of its explosive force to the propulsion of missiles,
i.e. the invention of fire-arms, was accomplished about a century
Iater. No historian of the Crusades makes an allusion to it The
first European recipe for gunpowder we find appended to a

1 ¥r. rombesr, from Ar. fesdbde, from Pers. fur-38r, a ind of late.

* Fr. nocotre, Ir. Ar, negear=E, a kittdedrom,

¥ Consult Sikih ibn-Vahyn, Fa'rift Hayede, od. L. Cheibho (Teiridt, 185%),
pp. So-61p al-Zihis, Jubder Kaehf af-Afemifed, el P. Ravaiuee (Paris, 1304,
Fp. 11635, Cf. Suwilin, fleee, vwol 35, p. 186,

¢ Fonm'scoivs of Einfir shaw thic syrabal of Sumerdas entiguity. Abave, p.L79

¥ L. A. Mayer, Serceenis Feraldry- 4 Swrcey (Oxford, 1933), pp. 234, This,
one of the mest widely spread elements of decorative mrt; was known In Acsyria, It
#1ill fiyrures on the Conndizn coat of arms for Franes,
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worl written gabout 1300 by a certain Mare the Greek; Bacon's
recipe is apocryphal. Shortly before 1300 Hasan ail-Rammah
(the lancer) Najm-al-Din al-Ahdab, probably a Syrian, com-
posed a treatise entitled al-Furitcivad w-al-Manisté al-Har-
Biyak! (horsemanship and military exercises}, which mentions
saltpetre, a component of powder, and contains pyrotechnic
recipes to which those ascribed to Marc bear close resemblance.
One of the carlicst references to the use of gunpowder is in
al-"Umari {F 1348).°

The Crusaders tock with them from Italy and Normandy a
substantial knowledge of military masonty which was partly’'
passed on to the Arabs, as the architecture of the Citadel of
Cairo indicates. Castles and churches were their main structures.
Mest of the castles, including Hisn al-Akrid, al-Margab and
al-Shagif {Belfort), are extant. In Jerusalem parts of the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre, “Solomon’s Stables™ near the Agza
Mosque and several of the vaulted bazaars are their work. The
Church of the Sepulchre and the Dome of the Rock were de-
liberately imitated by several churches of the round “temple”
type, of which four are found in England and others in France,
Spain and Germany. In Beirdt the so-called "Umari Mosque
was built a8 the Church of 5t John by Baldwin I in 1110, The
Crusading arch is genervally of the pointed form and the vaulting
simple, usually groined. The most beautiful refic of Frankish
art in Cairo is a doorway taken from the Christian church
of "Aklea in 1201 and incorporated in the Mosque of al-Nasir.?

In the realm of agriculture, industry and commerce the
Crusades produced much greater results than in the realm of |
imtellect. They cxplsin the popularization in the regions of the
Western Mediterranean of such new plants and crops as scsame
and carcb, millet and rice,* lemons and melons, apricots and
shallots. “Carob™ is Arabic dbarszb (originally Assyrian) ;
" lemon" is Arabic fayredin, of Indic or Malay origing and both
“shallot” and " scallion”, meaning criginally the onion of
Ascalon, preserve the name of the Palestinian town. For many
years apricots were called the plums of Damascus. Alse there
were other trees and pruducm which were simult:mcl:-usl:,r diffuzed

' Extencds in Ar. and Fr otr. by Rewpauwd nnd Favd, fearnad @srafigne, Ser 4,
wol =3v (18400, pp 257327, Ser also wol. «if, pp. 193 rep.

S A (Cairs, 1382}, p 208, ¥ Ses below, p. 681,

1 Cf sbove, p 525 “Eesame", Ar. mmteer, 18 depaoed fram Assyrian through Gr,
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through Moslem Spain and Sicily, and in certain instances it is
not possible to tell whether the bridge was Syria or one of
these twa other countries,

While in the Orient, the Franks acquired new tastes, especially

in perfumes, spices, sweetmeats and other tropical products of
Arabia and India with which the marts of Syria werc welil
stocked. These tastes later supported the commerce of Italian
and Mediterranean citics. Incense and other fragrant gums of
Arabia, the damask rose (Hese damaseena) and sweet scents in
which Damascus specialized and numerous fragrant volatile oils
and attars! of Persia became favourites, Alum and aloes fipured
amang the new drugs with which they became acquainted. At
the capture of Casarea in 1101 the Genoese, we are told, received
as their portion of the booty mare than sixteen thousand pounds
of pepper. Cloves and other aromatic spices together with pepper
and similar condiments came into use in the Oecident in the
twelith century, and from that time on no banquet was complets
without spiced dishes. Ginger (Ar. and Pers, eanjzbil, of Skr.
origin} was added to the Crusaders’ menu in Egypr. More
important than all others is sugar (Ar., sakdar, ultimately Skr.).
Europeans had hitherto used honey for sweetening their foods,
Cn the maritime plain of Syria, where chuldren can still be seen
sucking sugar-¢ane, the Fraoks became asoquainted with this
plant which has since played such an important réle in our
domestic economy and medical prescriptions. Willlam of Tyre®
+ e IIQG:I, who knew Arabic and wrote the most elaborate
medieval account of the Crusades (from 1095 to 1184), has left us
interesting observations on the sugar plantatiens of his native
town. Supgar was the first luxury introduced into the West and
nothing clse so delirhted the Western palate. With it went soft
drinls, waters tinctured by distillation with roses, violets or other
flowers, and all varieties of candy and swectmeats.

Windmills appear first in Neormandy in 1180 and betray
Crusading origin.” Water-wheels (sing. noria, from Ar. nd'i@ral)’
existed in Europe before this period but the Crusaders took back
with themn an improved type. This Syrian type may still be seen

" in Germany near Bayreuth.! In Syria it goes back to Roman

L Bregbove, . 351,

f 2 VHistoria rerum™, 5 SBeewa secdentfazxz, wol 1, p. 884, Jnogues de v{rry'

"Historis Thermsolimitana™, jn Bengnes, wol. §, . 175, * Cf. phove, p. 395,
* M. Sobcmbeim, art, ™ FHoma™, Encyclopedia of fridm,
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days, but was presumably improved uwpon by such native
engineers as Qaysar ibn-MusIfir Ta'dsif ($ 1251),! an Egyptian,
who was in the service of the ruler of Hamidh and praduced the
carlicst but one of the Arabic celestial plobes extant.® As early as
the days of Yaqit? (} 1220} and abu-al-Fida™ (4 1331), Hamih
was noted for its water-wheels. These wheels, whose perpetual
wailing has lulled to sleep countless peoerations of Hamatites,
ane still one of the glories of that andent town.

ot all of the new tastes developed were gastronomic. Especi.
ally in the matter of fashions, clothing and home furnishing were
new desires and demands created. The custem of wearing beards
was then spread. Returning Crosaders intreduced into their
homes the rugs, carpets and tapestries of which Western and
Central Asia bad for long made o speoalty. Fabrics such zs
muslin, baldachin, damask® sarcenet or Saracen stuff, atlas
(from Ar. aflas), velvet, silk and satin® came to be more ap-
preciated. Jewels manufactured by Damascene and Cairene
Jews, toilet articles and powders became much sought after,
Mirrors of glass coated with a metallic film replaced those of
poliched steel. Camists (sing. Ahamiak), camel's-hair and fine furs
acquired wider vopue. The rosary became familiar.? European
pilgrims sent home Arab reliquanics for the keeping of Christian
relics. With fine dothes and metaliic wares went lactuers and
dyestuffs, such as indipo, and new colours, such as lilae {fr. Ar,
laplak, oripinally Pers.), carmine and crimson (both fr. Ar.
girmizi, originally Skr.). Gradually centres appeared in Europe
for manufacturing wares, rups and cloths in imitation of the
Oriental products, as at Arras, whese (abrics became hiphly
prized. Stained-plass windows became popular in churches?
Benjamin of Tudela,” who visited Antioch under the Franks,
speaks of its manufacture of glass. Oriental works of art in glass,
pottery, gold, silver and cnamel served as meodels for European
products.

The ereation of 2 new European market for Oriental agricul-

L Seeibo-Khollidkin, tr. de Slane, wel. i, pp. 471-3. Tba-Balifitah, vol, iv, p. 255,
refexs to water whetts 1n Caolon, China.
* Now o the Muses Nomooale of Noples,

¥ Vel 1, p 330, € Tapwiem, p =63, ¥ Sec nbove, pp 340, 503,
! Teotp Ar, eaytan, o otrupbon of Teien-t'ang {modern Hang chou), & oty n
pautheenst Chinn from which this zlk ongrinally csme. T See nbine pog3%

¥ See abave, p 631, P Bee plene, p 346 1 Ty, Asher, p. 54,
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‘tural products and industrial commodities, together with the
necessity of transporting plgrims and Crusaders, stimulated
maritime activity and international trade to an extent unknown
since Roman days. Marseille began to rival the Italian city
republics as a shipping centre and share in the accruing wealth.
The financial nceds of the new situation necessitated a larger
supply and 2 more rapid circulation of money. A system of eredit
notes was thereupon devised. Firms of bankers arese in Genoa
and Fisa with branch offices in the Levant. The Templars began
to use letters of credit,® receive money on deposit and lend at
interest. Perhaps the carliest pold coin struck by Latine was the
Byzantfuins Saracenatus minted by Venetians in the Holy Land
and bearing Arabic inscriptions. The consular office, primarily
comrmercial rather than diplomatic, now made its appearance.
The first consuls in history were Genoese aceredited to "Akka in
1130. They were followed by those sent to Epypt.®

An important invention connected with this maritime activity ¢
of the Crusades is the compass, The Chinese were probably the
first to discover the directive property of the magnetic necdle,
but the Moslems, who very early carried on lively trade between
the Perzian Guilf and Far Eastern waters,? were the first to make
practical use of that discovery by applying the needle to naviga-
tion, This application must have taken place in the eleventh
tentury if not earlier, but for commercial reasons was kept secret.
In Evrope, Italian sailors were the first to use the compass. The
actual use naturally antedates the literary references, of which
the first to occur In 4 Moslem work is in a Persian collection
of ancodotes, fewdm? ol-Hikdyde wa-Lawdmi' al-Réwdydr,t
written by Mubammad al-'Awfi about 1230. One story tells how
the author as a sailor found his way by means of a fish rubbed
with a magnet. The first literary mention in Latin sources
belongs to the late twelfth century, thus antedating the Persian
reference.

The number of Franks assimilated by the native Syrians and ®
Pzlestinians is hard to estimate.* Ameng the modern population ™

b Eup. “aiel™ was borowed from Az, gofé in India in the 1Bth ecatury.

! See nbove, pp 6523 * Hee nbove, p 343

4 Bee Blebaretond Nizimu'd-Din, fefredecifon io the Joodmi™ of Fckdyat
_(Lendan, 1920}, p. 251, ©F. F. Mirth snd W, W. Rockhill, Chausfa-Aka {St.

Tetershurgy 1guel, pp. 28 9. Cf 5, 5. Nadavi m Srdawsre Calfeere, vl zvi {1042),
P-404. F See above, pp. 643 4.
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of such towns as IThdin in northern Lebancn, Bethlehem and
al-"Arish, the sight of men and women with blue eyes and fair
hair is quite common. Certain families, mainly Christian Leban-
ese, such as the Karam, the Faranjiyah (Frankish) and the
Salibl (Crusading), have preserved traditions of descent from
Frankish aneestry. Among other family names Sawiiya iz said
to be derived from Savoie, Duwayhi from de Douai and Bar-
dawil is undoubtedly Baldwind The last name also figures in
the topography of Palestine and northern Sinal One Palestinian
village, Sinjil, perpetuates the name of Saint-Gilles, and another,
al-Raynah, that of Renaud. On the other hand the Druze clzim
to some connection with a count de Dreux is due w a popular
etymolopy that has no basis in fact®

T Cee nBu'rz,, i ﬁqﬁl 1, b, 1 I‘E'I.‘l‘i. Druer hﬂp}-‘l. P I8

Bratird Murarm

DINAR OF THE MAMLUE DAYDARS
Struch &5y {1265)9%, showing the fon below his nome



CHAPTER XELVII

THE MAMETES, LAST MEDIEVAL DVKASTY OF ARAR WORLD

Ix other than Moslem annals the rise and prosperizy of such
& dynasty as the Mamliik is hardly conceivable. Even in these
anmals it is most remarkable, almeost unique. The Mamliks
were, as the name indicates,! a dynasty of slaves, slaves of varied
races and nationalities ferming a military oligarchy in an alien
land. These slave sultans cleared their Svrian-Epyptian domain
of the remnant of the Crusaders, They checked for ever the ad-
vance of the redoubtable Mongel hordes of Huligu and of
Timir, who might otherwise have changed the entire course of
history and culture in Western Asia and Egypt. Because of this
check Egypt was spared the devastation that befell Syria and
al-"Iraq and enjoyed a continuity in celture and political institu-
tions which no other Moslem land outside Arabia enjoyed. For
ahout two and three-guarter centuries {1250-1517) the Mamliiks
dominated one of the most turbulent areas of the world, keeping
themselves all the while racially distinet, Thoughon the whele un-
cultured and bloodthirsty, their keen appreciation of artand archi-
tecturcewould have been a credit to any civilized dynasty andmakes
Cairo even now pne of the beauty spots of the Moslem world, And
finally, when they wercoverthrown in 1 517 by the Ottoman Salim,
thelastof the local dynasties that had developed on the ruins of the
Arab caliphate expired, clearing the way for the establishment of
a new and non-Arab caliphate, that of the Ottoman Turks,
The foundation of Mamlik power was laid by Shajar-al-Duorr,
widow of the AyyGbid al-Salih (4 1249) and otiginally a Turkish |
or Armentan slave, Formerly 2 bondmaid and member of the
, harem of the Caliph al-Musta'sir, Shajar entered the service of
al- Ic’mlifl by whom she was freed after she had borne him « son,
. On her assumiption of sovereign power her former -:ahph-mm‘:mr
addressed a scathing note 1o the amirs of Egypt saying:."'If ye
' have no man 1o rule you, let us know and we will send you one ''?
X 1 See above, p. 235, 8.1, : Eufn.;l. Hurn, vol i, p, 39, See nbove, po 655,
L fig1
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For eighty days the sultinzh, the only Moslem woman to rule o
country in Netrth Africa and Western Asia, continued to function
a5 sole soverelpn in the avea which had once produced Cleo.
patra and Zenobia, She struck coins in her own name! and had
herself mentioned in the Friday prayer. And when the amim
chose her associate and commander-in-chicf {afdber al-"askar,
Tzz-al-Din Aylak,® for cultan, che marcicd him, In the frst years
of his reipn Avbak was busy crushing the legitimist Ayyiibid
party of Syria, deposing the child joint-king al-Ashraf and doing
away with his own genertl whoe had distnguished himself
againgt Louis 1X, In the meantime the queen was not only
sharing her consort's power but keeping him in subordination,
Finally, on hearing that he was contemplating another marriage,
she had him murdered while taling his bath, after a ball game,
in the rayal palace in the Citadel of Cairo, Tmmediately after
she was herself battered to death with wooden shoes by the slave
women of Aybak's first wife and her body was cast from a tower.?

Aybak {12505 7)was the first of the Mambik sultans. The series
is somewhat arbitrarily divided into two dynasties: Babed (1250
1agarand Burji{r382-1317). The Bahri Mamliiks had their orfpin
inthe purchased bodypuard of the Ayyabid al-5alih,* who settled
his slaves in barracks on the isle of al-Rawdah in the Nile.! The
Bahris were chiefly Turks and Mongols.® In their policy of seour-
ing the services of foreign slaves as a bodyguard the Ayyibids
followed the precedent established by the caliphs of Baghdad, with
the same eventual results.? The bondmen of yesterday became the
army commanders of foday and the sultans of tomorrow.

The Bugjis represent 2 later importation. Their origin was
likewise a bodyguard, but it was founded by the Bahri Mamlak
Qalawin (1z79—ga). They were mosztly Circassian slaves who
were quartered in the towers {Ar. sing. fusf) of the citadel. In
all there were twenty-four Bahri Mamlitks,® excluding Shajar-

L WWith the exception of certain coing strack in Tndin and Fins, hers are the oaly
ones broring 4 Mosiem woman's name,

¥ He wat a Turk, oz the aame {ay moom + &2 prince} indicates, 8lagdd, tr.
Cruatremére, vol. i (pt. 1), p. 1.

¥ Jlid, p.gz; Kkefal, wol, 1, p. 237; abu-al-Tadd', voi. 33, p. 201,

4 Abuedd Vidi’, vol, in, p. 15;: ibn-Khnldin, vol. v, p. 373,

! Colloguially eeferred to as Sajr, sen.

¥ Iba-Khaldin, vol, %, p. 360, end Suy G, Leer, wol, §i, pa 59, desgmate them as
the " Turkish dyoasn ™.

¥ Geeabaue, p, 405, % Fur tahle of Bahri Mamidhs see p. £573.
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al-Darr, and owenty-three Burjis. The Burjis recognized no
principle of hereditary succession and followed no policy of
nepotisn. Their throne belonged to him who could capture it or
induce the amlrs 1o elect him to it. In several Bahri and Burji
instances slaves rather than sons of the sultan succended him,
A large number of the sultans met violent deaths while still
young, The average resgn of the Mamitk sultans was less than
SIX years.

The first task contronting the new dynasty was to consolidate
the kingpdom and guard is frontiers. Aybak spent mest of his
time on the bastlefield in Syma, Palestine and Egypt. Al
Muzaffar Sayf-al-Din Quiuz {1250-60), whule acting as repent
(na'sh wlsaltanak) and before deposing his young protégd,
al-Mansir "Ali, Aybak's son, and usurping the throne, repelled
an attack from the Avyibid sultan of al-Karak, The Syrian
Ayyibids considered themselves the leprtimate successars of their
Egyptian kimsmen. No sooner had the Ayyibid invasion of Egypt
been repulsed than the Tartar asmy of Haligy, led by Kithugha,
became a danger. Hiligu's envoys? to Quiur were exccuted by
the latter and the ssue was settled at "Ayn JElGt (126a0), In this
battle Baybars led the vanguard and distinguished himsclf as a
general, but Qutur took command in person towards the end.
The Tartar arrny was routed, leaving Kotbugha and other leaders
dead on the ficld. Egypt was spared the horrible desclation
visited upen itz neighbour, which was new orcupied by the
Mamlitk army. Baybars expected to receive Aleppo as 2 fief in
recognition of kis military service, but the sultan disappointed
him. On the way homeward through Synma, while hunting with
Qutuz, a fellow-conspiraior addressed the sultan and kissed his
hand while Baybars stabbed him i the neck with a sword
(October 24, 1260} The murdered sultan was suceecded by the
murderer, Qutuz claimed to have been a grand-nephew of a
Fhwirizm Shik? and 12 sad to bave been captured by the
Tartars and sold in Damascus, where he was purchazed by
Aybak.

Al-Malik al-Zghir (victorious) Rukn-al-Tin {pillar of the faith)

t The letter they earticd 15 preserved sno Mageoe, tr, Quatremie, wl § (ot 1),
1O e2
* Abu al-Fids, val. 1, po 206, tbn KhaldGn, vl «, p 380, CL Magels, tn
Quatremere, vol 1 {pt. |_]- oIy
¥ Supip, Sz, el 6 P go See abore, pogBa.
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Baybars al-Bunduqdiri! (1260-77), the most distinguished of
Marnlik sultans, was originally a Turkoman slave. When young
he was sold into Damascus for eight hundred dirhams, but was
returned on account of a defect in one of his blue eyes. His last
name, meaning belonging to the arbalester (bundngddr), he
acquired from the master who owned him in Hamah before he
was purchased by the Ayyibid al-5alih.? Al-Salih first appointed
him commander of a section of his bodyguard, from which
position he worked his way into the highest in the land. Tall,
dusky in complexion, commanding in voice, brave and energetic,
he possessed the qualities of leadership among men.

Baybars was the first great Mamiiik, the real founder of
Mamlik power. His first laurels he won against the Mongols on
the field of "Ayn Jaliit; but his title to fame rests mainly on his
numerous campaigns against the Crusaders.® It was these
campaigns which broke the backbone of Frankish opposition
and made possible the final victories won by his successors
Qalawin and al-Ashraf. In connection with one of his last
expeditions indo northern Syria he erushed for ever the power of
the Agsassins. In the meantime his generals had extended his
dominion westward over the Berbers and southward over Nubia,*
which was now permanently conguered by an Egyptian sultan,

Baybars was more than a military feader. Not only did he
organize the army, rebuild the navy and strengthen the fortresses
of Syria, but he dug canals, improved harbours and connected
Cairo and Damascus by a swift postal service requiring enly
four days. Relays of horses stoed in readiness at cach post
station. The sultan could play peolo in both capitals almost
within the same week. Besides the ordinary mail the Mamliks
perfected the pigeon post, whose carriers even under the Fathmids
had their pedigrees kept in special repisters.® Baybars fostered
public works, beautified mosques and csrablished religions and
charitable endowments. Of his architectural monuments® both
the great masque (1269} and the school bearing his name have
survived, The mosque was turned into a fort by Napoleon and
later into a rationing depdt by the British army of accupation,
The present Zahiriyah lbrary in Damascus s the structure

! "Bendocquedac” of Marco Polo, tr. Yule, zod cd., vol. i, p. 22,

¥ Abueal-Fuldi', wol. 3%, p. 1t Kutuld, vel. i, p, Iog.

1 See abave, pp. 652 tep. 1 Jbo-Ehaldén, vel. v, p. 200,

¥ See abore, pp. 373, 44, * Comsult Kutubi, vel. i, pp r13-r3.
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under the dome of which he was burjed. Fe was the first sultan
in Egypt to appoint four qadis, representing the four orthodox
rites, and organize the Egyptian sralwd on a systermnatic and
permanent basis. His religious orthodoxy and zeal, topether
with the glory he brought to [slam in the holy war, combined to
make his name a rival to that of Harlin In legendary history
it Inoms even higher than Saldb-al-Din's. His romance and
that of "Antar remain to the present day more popular in the
Arab Crient than the Aradien Nighes,

A feature of Baybars' reign was the many alliances he struck
with Mongeol and European powers. Soon after he became sultan
he allied himsclf with the chicf khfin of the Golden Horde?® or
Maongrols of Qipehig (Baybars' birthplace) in the vzlley of the
Volga. Common opposition to the 11-Khins of Persia dictated
the poticy. The Egvptian envoys went through Constantinople,
where Michael Paleologus, foe of Latin Christianily, authorized
the restoration of the ancient mesgue® destroved by the Cru-
saders during their oceupation of that city. Baybars sent, at the
emperor’s request, 8 Melkite patriarch to Constantinople for
those of that persuasion in its realm. He signed commercial
treatics with Charles of Anjou(1264), king of Sicily and brotherof
Louis IN, as well aswith James of Aragon and Alfonso of Seville,

A most spectacolar event of Baybars' reigm was his inzugura-
tion of a new sertes of "Abbisid caliphs who carried the numne
but none of the authority of the office. The sultan’s object was
to confer legitimacy vpon his crown, give his court an air of
primacy in Mosiem eyes and check the "Alid intripues which,
cver since Fadmid days, were especially rife in Egypt. To this
end he invited from Damascus in June 1261, an uncle of the
last "Abbasid caliph and son of the Caliph al-Zihir who bad
escaped the Baghdid massaere, and installed him with great
pomp and ceremany as the Caliph al-Mustansir.” The would-he
penstoner-caliph was first escorted from Syria in state, with even
Jews and Christians carrying aloft the Torah and the Gospel,
and the soundness of his genealogy was passed upon by a council
of jurists. The sultan in turn veceived from his puppet caliph a

¥ Eastern Mfonpals, wronply identified with the Kalmocls, westem Bonpols; ses
above, p. 485, 0. 2

2 See above, p f21,

* wlagein, tr, Quutrembre, voboa (pi 1, pp 146 63, tbn-FKhaldin, vel o, pp 3523
at al-Didf’, ol i, o 2227 1bn-Tyie, vel. g, pp. 700 1OL.
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diploma of investiture giving him authority over Egypt, Syria,
Diyar Bakr, al-Hijaz, al-Yaman and the land of the Euphrates.
Three months later Baybars rashly set out from Cairo to re-
cstablish his caliph in Baghdid, but after reaching Damascus
abandoned him to his fate. Al-Mustangir was attacked in the
desert by the Maongol governor of Baghdad and was never heard
from again.

One year later another scion of the "Abbasid house made his
way to Cairo and was installed by Baybars as al-Hakim. One
descendant of al-Hikim after another, for two and a half cen-
turies, held the pseude-caliphate, whose incumbents weresatisfied
with having their names inscribed on the coinage and mentioned
in the Friday prayers in Egypt and Syria. With one exception
nont of them had hiz name cited in the Makkah prayers. Their
most important duties consisted in administering the religious
endowments (zzgf) and officiating at the ceremony of installing
the new sultan. Certain Mostem rulers, including some from
India and the Ottoman Bayazid I (1304), sccured from them
diplomas of investiture, which in reality had no significance. In
1412, on the death of the Burji al-Nisir, the Caliph al-*Adil
al-Musta‘in declared himself sultan and tuled for a few days,
only to be deposed by al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh (1412—21).} Certain
caliphs were dismissed from office on grounds of disloyalty
to the Bahei “Ali (1376-81) and to the Burjis Bargtiq {1382-08)
and Inal (1453-60). When in 1517 the Ottoman Sultan Salim
wrested Epypt from the Mamliks he carried away with him
to Constantinople the Caliph al-Mutawalkkil, the last of the line.®

After Baybars the outstanding Mamltk figure was al-Malik
al-Mansiir Sayf-al-Din Qalawiin {127g-go). Originally, like Bay-
bars, a Turkeman slave from Qipchiq, the youthful Qalawin
was carried to Egypt, and likewise sold to al-3ilih, as his sur-
name al-5ilibi indicates. His other surname al-Alfi (thousander)
suppests the heavy price paid for him, a thousand dinars,® and
shows that the Mamidk sultans were not ashamed of their lowly
origin. Qaliwin secured the throne by deposing his ward Sali-
mnish (1279}, Baybars' seven-year-old son, who had sncceeded his
nincteen-year-old brother, the pleasure-loving Barskah (ray7-g).

 Ihn-Toghri-Beeds, vol, ¥, pt. 2, pp. 207-8, J03-21; Suyin, HMurs,vol, i, pp 65713
ilm-Tvhs, wol. 3. pp. 357 0.

? Begalove. p 350, bulow, p yosg,

¥ Buyidid, Hurn, vol. iy, p. Bo, Magrizi, v Quatremere, vol 17 (pt. 34, p T
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Quliwiin was the only Mamlik in whose line the suceession
continued to the fourth generation, The last Bahri, al-5alih
Haijji, was his preat-grandson.

Mo sooner had Qalfiwiin established himself in power than the
Mangol 11-Ehins of Persia began to threaten his Syrian domain,
Among these Abdqa (1265-81), who was Huldgu's son and
guccessor, and Abdga's son Arghiin (1284-01), had Christian
Ieanings and entered into negotiations with the pope and other
Furopean courts urging a fresh Crusade with a view to driving
the Egyptians out of Syria. The scheme did not materialize,
Abiga’s army, though supenor n number and reinforced by
Armenizns, Franks and Georprans, was decisively defeated in
rzfo at Hims.? Shortly after this the Mongols adopted Islam,
The sultan strengthened the existing amicable relations with the
Golden Horde, the Byzantine emperor, the republic of Genoa
and the kings of France, Castile and Sicily. Even the ruler of
Ceylon dispatched to his court an embassy with a letter which no
onc in Cairo could read. Little Armenia was ravaged for the
help its people had given to the Mongols and the Crusaders’
castles were reduced.® Tripoli, which was levelled to the ground,
was rebuilt a few years later, not on its former site, but several
miles from the sea where it now stands on the banks of the zbu-
TAN (Qadisha). Toward the end of his reign Qaliwin fssued
arders excluding his Christian subjects from all government
offices.

alawin won distinction in other fields. He rencovated on 2
grand scale the citadels of Aleppo, Ba'labaklk and Damaseus, In
Cairo he crected a hospital, connected with a school-mosque, and
a mausoleurn? {tomb-"chapel}, which exhibits to the present
day itz remarkable arabesque tracery and fine marble mosaic,
But his hospital (al-Miristin al-Manstn), whose remains are
atnenp the earfiest relics of 2 Mostern hospital extant, is the most
famous of his buildings. The sultan issaid to have received the in-
spiration while lying il with celic in the Nar Hospital at Damas-
cus, where he made 2 vow to establish a simtilac institution in Cairo
in the event of his recovery. The structure, including net only the
hospital froper with annexes but also a schoal and a mosque,
was completed mn 1284, It comprised special wards for segregat-

E Abo ol-Fudd', wol. iv, pp. 15-16; Maq_rlu tr Quatremire, wol i1 {pt 3}, pp 36 40,
¥ Her n.'naw: p. B5F. * At grblod, 1bn hll:Jdnn vk, % ']1 q93.
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ing various disesses, such as fevers, ophthalmia and dysentery,
and was provided with laboratories, a dispensary, baths, kitchens
and store-rooms. The chief of its medical staff gave instruction in
a properly equipped lecture-room. It had an endowment yiclding
about a million divhams annually, employed male and female
attendants and was open to the sick of both sexes? So closely
associated with the cudng of infirmities did this sultan thus
become that his robe preserved in his mausoleum has since his
time been touched by thousands of dumb children, barren wives
and diseased people who belicved in its healing virtues,

The only exploit of Qalawin's son and successer al-Malik
al-Ashraf (the most noble) Khalil (1200-03) was the conguest
of ‘Akka in May 12g1.% Its capture precipitated the fall of the
few remaining ports in the possession of the Franks, “A
mournful and solitary silence prevajled along the coast which
had so long resounded with the WonLp's DEBATE."?® In 1302
the Templars who had established a iast foothold in the islet of
Arwid (Aradus), off the north Syrian coast, were expelled with
great slaughter by al-Ashraf’s younger brother and successor
al-Malik al-Niasir Mubammad.

Al-Nasir shares with al-Mutamassik the unique distinction of
having ruled thrice: 12934, 1208-1308 and 1308-40.* He came
first to the throne at the age of nine, and his reign is the longest
among the Mamliks and one of the longest in Moslem annals,®
During his rule the last serious invasions of the Mongols took
place under the seventh I1-Khin Ghizin Mahmid, in whoze
reipn Islam was finally recognized as the state religion of the
l-Kha@nate.t The Egypiian army, in size about a third of that of
the Mongols, was routed (Dccember 23, 1299) east of Hims by
the invading army, said to have numbered a hundred thousand,”
reinforced by Armenians and Georgians, The Mongols con-
tinued their victorious march and early in 1300 cccupied Damas-
cus, which they spared from pillage, but the rest of northern
Syria had ancther sad experience of plunder and rapine. In
March of that year they evacuated the Syrian capital without
reducing its citadel and the Egyptians resccupied all the land.
Three years later Ghizdn's fresh expedition was checked at

' Moqtizi, KAdtaf, vol. i, pp. 406+, * See above, p. 6385,
¥ Gliben, Pecfine, ed. Bury, \'-:'r]. vi, g 365, . 5':12 :1;::.% 5?3-
¥ Cf. nlbve, pp. 481, 0. 2, 320, 0, 2, ¥ Bee nbove, p. 458,

T Mugeize, te. Quatrembre, vol. 3 (pt, q), p. g6,
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Marj al-Suffar, south of Damascus?® For the fourth time the
Mamloks had beaten the most dangerous enemy Egypt bad to
contend with since the Moeslem conguest. No successor of Ghazin
dared risk another encounter.

Soon after the Mongol evacuation of Damascus al-Masir
brought the Druzes of the Lebanon, whose 12,000 bowmen had
harassed his army in its retreat o few months before, to a severs
reckoning, Oher schismatic sects including *Alids in Kisrawin
were also chastised.® The Maronites of northern Lebanon were
almost crushed. In 1302 and subsequent years he repeatedly
devastated the unhappy land of the Armenians.® On his Chris-
tian and Jewish subjects he re-enforced the outworn restrictions
of "Umar 1Y and al-Muatawakhkil.

Al-Nasir's long reign is betrer known for his achievements in
therealm of peace rather than war, The sultan himself wasshortin
stature and lame in one foot, but he had a taste for the heautiful
and never wearied of huturious living and lavishing extravagant
adornment on his surroundings. On his return to his residence
in the citadel from & trip abroad his retinue spread before
his mare rugs and costly fahrics for a distance of some four
thousand cubits, While on a holy pilgrimage his table was sup-
plied throughout the Arabian desert with fresh vegetables from
a travelling garden carricd on forty camels.* At his son's nuptial
foast 18,000 sugar loaves were consumed, 20,000 beasts were
slain and 3000 candles shed their Yight on the royal palace, His
far-famed al-Qasr al-Ablag * (the palace of varied colours) was
built after a model at Damascus, A spertsman, hunter and lover
of horses, he kept a proper stud book and did not hesitate to pay
go,000 dinars for a horse he fancied.!

Nor was al-Nisir's extravapance limited to the gratification
of his personal tastes. His numerous and beautiful public works,
for some ot which forced Iabour was used, mark his rejpm as the

¥ Abo al-Tda' (vol. iv, p. 5o, & pereonal fnend of al-Nisir and Inter restored Ly
T to bue ancestore” princedom, saw the inveding ermy pass by his native town
Tlamih,

2 Tho-Yahya, pp. 1365,

3 Aboeal THE, wel iv, pp. 4%, £3-4, go-01; fbn-Khalddn, vol. v, pp. q1g-70,

-3o

423 i];u-:ﬂ Fuda", vol. iv, p. 5.

& Jlagrize, £kyjal, vel, 1, pp. 200-10. Cf. Mas"adl, TarH4, p. 258,

4 A unigue M5 on the horse dedicajed to him fe gold Jetters by bis secretnay
at-Tiusaym i5 described in Hind, Faris and “Abd-al-Wal, Catalor of Aredu Afara-
feriAee, Bo. 1065
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dimax of Mamlik culture. He dug a canal, on which 2 hundred
thousand men toiled, connecting Alexandria with the Nile,
built {1317} an agueduct from that river to the Citadel of Caire,
founded thronghout his kingdom about thirty mosques, besides
a number of dervish “monasteries”, public drinking-fountains
{sing. saéil), baths and schools. Makliah was especially favoured
by his munificence. His own mosque in the citadel he adorned
{1318) with materials from the ruined cathedral of “Akka. His
school, completed in 1304 and named al-Nasirfyah after him, is
gtill standing in Cairo. His mosque and school exemplify the
finest achievernent in Moslem architecture, Miner arts under
him were also cultivated to a higher degree of excellence than
ever before, as evidenced by the specimens of bronze and brass
work, enamelled glass lamps and illuminated Worans preserved
in the Arab Muscum and National Library of Cairo.

The heavy expenditore in al-Nisir's long reign burdened the
people with exorbitant taxes and contributed to the downfall of
the dynasty. The sultan took certain ecconcinic measures to
alleviate the widespread miscry. He cncouraged trade with
Europe and with the East, ordered a new survey of the land, re-
pealed taxes on salt, chickens, supar-cane, boats, staves and
horses, suppressed wine-drinking and had bakers who charped
excessive prices flogged. The effect, however, was anly temporary,
palliative. After him, civil wars, famine and plague added their
share to the wretchedness of the people. The same “black death
which in 13485 devastated Europe lingered in Egypt for about
seven years and carried away more of its people than any other
plague. The total mortality in the capital, according to the ex-
aggerated estimate of ibn-IvAs,! reached guo,000. The sultan and
all who could fled. Ghazzah is said to have lost 22,000 inhabit-
ants in one month, while the daily average in Aleppo was five
hundred.

The twelve descendants of al-Nisie who followed him in rapid’
succession during forty-two years {(1340-82) were mere figure-!
heads; their amirs ruled, deposing or murdering the sultan at
pleasure. None of these sultans distinguished himself in any field
of endeavour, and the only notable monument is the Mosque of
Sultan al-liasan, son of al-Nasir, completed in 1362 and con-
sidered the most beautiful of those built on a cruciform plan.

1 Vel f, po ool
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The last Bahri ruler, al-MNasir's great-prandson 2l-53lh Hajji
iba-Sha'ban {1331-2, 1385—50) was a child whaose reipn of twa
years was first interTupted and later terminated by the Circassian
Bargiiq, who be¢ame the founder of a new line, the Burji
dynasty.! Bargiq began his career as a slave of the sons of al-
Achrat Sha'bin® Delore Barghg anotner Cireasgian, Bayoars T1
(1308-5), a slave of Qaliwin, was one of the three sultans whe
interrupted al-Nagir's reign, thus presaging the advent of the
new régime,

* Tbo-Kholddn, ¥ol. ¥, p- 473; ibn-Toghn-Birdi, vol. i, pt. 2, p. 1.
onsutt table aboye, p, 673,



CHAPTER XLVIID

[NTELLECTUAL AND ARTISTIC ACTIVITY

MAMLOE Epypt began ita history under proud and triumphant
rulers who had cleared Syria of the last vestipes of Frankish
dominion and had successfully stood between the Mongols and
world power. By the end of the period, however, with its military
oligarchy, factions among the dominant caste, debased coinage,
high taxation, insecurity of life and property, occasional plague
and famine and frequent revolls, both Egypt and its dependency
Syria were all but ruined. Especially in the valley of the Nile
persistence of outworn ancient superstition and magic, coupled
with the triumph of reactionary orthedoxy, hindered sciencific
advance. Under these conditions no intellectual actwvity of high
order could be expected. In fact the whole Arab world had by
the beginning of the thirteaath eentury lost the intellectual
hegemony it had maintained since the eighth.! Mental fatipue
induced by penerations of effort and moral lassitude conse-
~ guent upon the accurmulation of wealth and power were evident |
everywhere,

In scicnce there were only twe branches wherein the Arabs’s
after the middie of the thirteenth century maintained their leader- 7
ship: astronomy-mathematics, including trigonoemetry, and medi-

* cine, particularly ophthalmology. But in the first discipline

. the contribution was made mainly by Arabic-writing Persian
scholars whose centre of activity was the I1-Khiinid obeervatory
and library of Marighah headed by the illustrious Nasir-al-Din

" al-Tosi (1201-74). It is interesting to find the Syrian Jacobite
Catholicos abu-al-Faraj ibn-al-'Ibri? (Barhebrzus, 1226-86),
known as an historian and as the last classical author in Syriac
literzture, lecturing there on Euclid in 1268 and on Ptolemy in
1272-3.

1 Ger Snrten, fotraduefion, vol. i, especinily the introductory chapter. Fhis
genoral dechine of Tlamee eulture marks te end of the Middle Ages, ser above,
P-E?I.is To'ribh Aekktarer &f Dirteod was edated by Antin Salibfse (Berrur, 18000,
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The Syro-Egyptian kingdom led in medical science. The!
elahorate hospital built by Qaliwiin may be taken as an index
of Egyptian interest in medicine. Its dean abu-al-Hasan Al
ibn-al-Mafic, who studied in Damascus where he Iater died
(1288-g), contributed in his Shark Taskrik al-Qanin a clear
conception of. the pulmonary cirenlation of the blood, twe
and a half centuries before the Spanish Servetus, credited
with this discovery.! To Qaliwiin's son al-Nisiv one of the
few important Arabic treatises on veterinary medicine known
was dedicated under the title Kamdd al-Sind'atoyn: al
Baytarah w-al-Zartagah * by his master of the stable, abu-
Bakr ibn-al-Mundhir al-Baytir ( 1340). The Arabic term
for veterinary surgeon, baytdr, from Greek Aipprairos, suggests
that although the Arabs since Bedouin days possessed an exten-
sive empirical knowledge of dizeases of camels and horses, yat
their more systematic knowledge and improved technique must
have come from Byzantine sources. Many of the Mamlitlks, like
Oaliwin and Bargfig, kept magnificent studs. Several works
containing Islamic traditions on horses date from this peried,
including the Fag! al-fhayl (the excellence of the herse), by
"Abd-al-Mu'min al-Dimy@t (F 1306), a lecturer at the DMan-
strlyah academy of Qalawin,

Egyptian medicine since Ayyibid days was dominated by
Jewish physicians carrying on the glorious tradition of ibn-!
Maymin. But among neither Moslem nor Jewish physitians
do we find creative activity, The Judeo-Egyptian pharmacist
al-Eiihin {the priest) al-"Attir (the druggist) compesed in Cairo
shout 1280 an Arabic trentise on pharmaey, Minhdf al-Dublan
wa-Onstfe #l-A'yin {a manual of officinal drugs and a canon

for notables), which has not yet outlived its usefulness in the
Maslem East.

The period was cspecially fortile in works half gynceological,
half erotic, of the type we now designate “sex books", Arabic
literature, in all ages primarily a male literature, abounds in
anecdotes, jokes and remarks which to us today sound obscene.
Among the leaders in this field was the Egyptian lapidary
al-Tifishi, who flourished in the middle of the thirteenth century,

1 Abdul-Faring Chihadd, fBx an-Nafir of Iz Sécowrerse de fo efreuletion pulnron-
stre (Dlamazees, 1055),

3 Or al-Napivds ve, M. Porron, Lo Napdeis Ja pecfection der Seny oots su iredtd
~eeepler d'higpalapde of A" Rippiatrie arnker, 3 vols. (Pards, 1852-63),
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\We also notice at tils tme special interest 10 what al-Bdul was
the first to term pibh rihdnd ('F14f nafsdni, spintual cure), corre-
sponding to our psycho-therapy. An Egyptizn ploncer of this
school was a Jewish physician of Salah-al-Din, Hibarallah ibp-
Jumay® {Jami'), whose principal work bore the title al-frshdd fi-
Masdizh al-Anfds w-al-Afsdd (instructions in the interestef souls
and bodies), Thp-Jumay’, noticing 4 passing funeral, discovered
that the “'dead"” man was still alive from the fact that his fret
were standing straight rather than lying flat!

Ophthalmelegy, one of the disciplines early developed by the
Arabs? was practised on a more scientific basis in Syriz and
Egypt througheut the twelfth and thirteenth centuries than
anywhere else in the world. In the twelfth century the mosf
significant Arabic worl: on the subject was written by abu-al-
Fada'l ibn-al-MNagid {F 11880, a Judaco-Egyphan oculist of
Cairo, under the title Mrfgrrabat (tested remedies). But Syria
afrer that took the lead. Here were composed the only two
scholarly works of the period: af-A'd8 # al-Kuhl (the sufficient
work on collyrivm) by Khalifaly sbp-abi-al-Mahisin of Aleppa,
who flourished about 1236, and NEr ol Uviin we-famd® al-
Funiin ¢ {the light of eyes and compendivm of arts) by Sakah-al-
Din abn-Yise!, who practsed in Liamih about 12056, Khalifah
was so confident of his skill as a surgeon that he did not hesitate
to remove & cataract for a one-cyed man. Itis notewoerthy that the
Syrian scholars of the MamliGk period flourished in inland cities,
the coast having been dewastated by the Crusades and later by
Qaldwiin and his suceessors, who feared the return of the Franks,

The most distinguished historian of medicine the Arab world
produced, Muwaffag-al-Din abu-al.'Abbis Abmad ibn-abi-
Usaybish {1203-76), flourished at Damascus in the esarly
Mamlik period. Ibn-abi-Usaybi'ah was himself o physician and
san af 2 Damascene oculist. He studied medicine in his birth-
place and Cawro, botaruzed with the celebrated ibn-zl-Baytar
and corresponded with the seientist-physician “Abd-al-Lagif
al-Baghdidi. His masterprece was his ' Uvidn al-Anbd” £ Tabagat
@l-Ardéd" ® (sources of information on the classes of physicians),

1 Thp-2hbi Tanyba'nh, vol o, p. 113, T See above, pp 3534
¥ Tbn-zhi-Usaybiah, vol. u, pp 115-16 4 Hagp Klaliah, vol w, p. 393
¥ Tiesl edited by " Imra'-al-Ooys tbn-al- Tohhin® {Aupust Baller), 2 vals,

{Caire, 188%), then repubished with addisonal papges, correcuons and index by
Avgust Moller, 2 vols (Fompsherg, t855).
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an elaborate collection of sorne four hundred biographies of Arab
and Greek medical men. Since most of these physicians were at
the same time philosophtrs, astronomers, physicists and mathe-
maticians, the work 12 an invaluable source for the history of
Arsb geience in general. It is almost unique in Arabic literature,
the nearest approach to it being 21-Qifti's félddr al-'Ulams’
bi-AbNbir al-Hutama’ (acquainting the learned with the story
of the philasophers and physicians), which has survived only in
a compendium.t” Al ibn-Ydsuf al-Cufti, as the surname indicates,
was born in Upper Egypt (1172), but spent a large part of his
life in Aleppo, where he acted as vizir to its Ayyiibid rulers until
his death in 1248,

In the social sciences the main contribution under the Mam-:
liks was in biography. The foremost biographer Islam produced*
flourished in Damascus at this ime. Shams-al-Din (sun of the
faith) Abmad tbn-Muhammad ibn-Khallikdn, a descendant of
Yahya ibn-Khilid al-Barmaki, was born in Irbal (Arbela) in
1211, He was educated at Aleppo and Damascus and in 1261
was appointed chief qidi of Syria with his headquariers at
Diamaseys, This pocition he held, with a seven years' interval,
untii shortly before his death in 128z, His Wafavat al-A"ydn
wa-Andd Adnd" al-Zamdn ? (obituaries of the eminent men and
historics of the leading contemporaries} is an accurate and cle-
gant collection of 865 biographies of the most distinguished
Maoslems in history, the first dictionary of national biography in
Arabie. The author took pains to establish the correct spelling
of names, fix dates, trace gencalogies, verify facts, indicate the
main personal traits, sketch the significant events and illustrate
by the use of poems and ancedotes, The result is adjudged by
some “the best general biography ever written™.?

Mot only in biography but in the general field of history the
Mamlik ape was moderstely rich. Among those often cited in
the foregoing pages abu-al-Fidd', ibn-Taghri-Birdi, al-Suynti
and al-Magrizi were Mamlak historians. As for the dustrious
ibn-Khaldiin (} 1405}, who held a professorship and judgeship
under Sultan Bargiq and headed a dclegation under Sultan

L LA Julivs Lippert (Leipsig, 1oo3).

* Spveral editions The one weed here s In 3 vols, (Calio, 12000, e de Slape,
4 vabs {Paris, 1843-71)

* Mickoteon, Lterary Hertory, p. 252
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Faraj to negotiate peace with Timir at Damascos, his ante.
cedents and [iterary activity connect him with Spain and al-
Maghrib. The historian-geographer abu-al-Fidd' {1273-1332), 2
descendant of a brother of Salih-al-Din and governor of Hamah
under Sultan al-Nigir, epitomized for us in his Mulliesar
Ta'rikh al-Barkar! {epitome of the history of mankind) the
voluminous history of ibn-al-Athir and continued the narrative
to his own time. Abu-al-Mahdsin ibn-Taghei-Biedi (1411-460)
had as his father a hiph official in the Mamldok court and as
mother a Turkish slave of Bargiiq, Ibn-Taghri-Birdi * himself
had close conncctions with several of the sultans. His major
work & al-Nufiirn al-Zabhirak i Mulit Mizr ev-al-Qdlirch?®
{the brilliant stars regarding the kings of Egypt and Cairo), a
history of Egypt from the Arab conquest till 1453. Jalal-al-Din
al-Suyin * (1445-15035), fike ibn-gl-Jawzi, ibn-Ifazm and al-
Tabari, was one of the most prelific authors of Islam, but his
works show no ariginality. He is unquestionably the outstanding
literary figure of the fifteenth century. His pen traversed the
whole ficld of Arab learning: Koran, tradition, law, philosophy,
history, philology, rhetoric, etc.® Titles of about five hundred
and sixty works of his have come down to us, One of these dis-
cusscs whether the Prophet wore trousers, whether his turban
had a point and whether his parents were in heaven or in hell.
He was a fine ealligrapher and wery likely elaimed authorship of
some manuscripis which he merely copied. His best-known works
arve al-itgdn fi “Ulim al-Qur’dn® on koranic exegesis; ol
Muzinr f ' Ui al-Lrghal” 2 treatizse on philology ; and Husn
al-Mulddaral £ A&hbdr Mipr w-al-Qalirat,® a history of
Emvpt.

The most eminent of Mamltk histerians was beyond deuhbt
Tagi-al-Din Abhmad al-Magrizi (1364-1442). Born in Cairo of

v The edition used here 45 in § wols. (Constantinople, 1286). 115 geogmphy &
Fogewim ad-Bulddn, ed. J. T. Reinand and de Stane (Paris, 1840); tr. Reinsud,
2 vols. (Paris, 1848}

! Vol vi,pl. 2, pe 3oy L Gspe g5 o2z po ja30 0 1

? Fd.F G, Juynbell and Malthes, 3 vels. (Leyden, :S;;—ﬁr},aﬂ Williaen Pepper,
1 vols, fﬂcrktlcy. Tood-at.

¢ Bom in Asyil (Asiut), Upper Epyp

¥ Cf, list in his Nages al"fepdn § A'van gb'vdn, ed, Hitti (New York, 1927),
™ g'ir'lfml Cairo editicns, none citiml,

¥ The edition veed here 33 in 2 vola. {Cairo, 1325),

¥ The edition used here is in 2 vols, (Colee, rgarp,



r 1

eH. 3y INTELLECTUAL AND ARTISTIC ACTIVITY.  og

Ba'labakkan ancestry, al-Maqrizi held several high offices as
(pruf}* gidi and as teacher in his native town and in Damascus.

* His title fo fame rests on his of-Mawd'is w-al-Ftibdr £ Dhikr

ai-Khitap w-al-Athds * (sermons and learning by example on
an account of the new settlements and remains) devated to
Epyptian tepography, history and antiquitics. His contemporary
al-Sakhawi's * charge of wholesale plagiarism in the production
of this work is weil founded; but the fault was comumon in thosc
days.

Two Egvptian encyclopedists often quoted in these pages are!
Ahmad al-Nuwayri (t 1332), author of Aikdyat el-Arab fi]
Funiin al-Adab® and Ahmad al-Oalgashandi (T 1418), whose
Sublh ql-d"she,® intended as a4 manual for those who hold seere-
taral offices in the government, is replete with historical and
prographical facts mainly on Egypt and Syria. The remaining
authors of this period busied themselves with Islamic studies and
linguistics. An exceptional work of major importance is a com-
pendiom of theoretical and practical navigation by Ahmad
ibr-Majid & of Najdi ancestry, whe, it is claimed, in 1498 piloted
Vasco da Gama from Africa to India,

In thenlopy reference should be made to the puritan, conserva-
tive Tagi-ol-Din Ahmad ibn-Taymivah® (1203~1328)}, who was
Lhorn in Harrin and Aourished in Damascus. He bowed to no
authority other than the Koeran, tradition and the practice of the
comsmunity and lifted his voice high apainst innovation, saint-
worship, vows and pilgrimage to shrines. A follower of ibn-
Hanbal, his principles were later adopted by the Wahhihis of
Majd. Eminent in tradition was ibn-Hajar al-'Asqalani? (1372~
14449}, chief gidh of Caire, who knew the Koran by heart when
vnly mine years old. In poeiry perhaps the only name wotthy of
eitation is that of Sharaf-al-Din Muhammad al-Bogir® {1215~
ca. 1266}, of Berber extraction, who composed the famous ode
entitled al-Burdal {the Frophet's mantle} in memory of his
miracslous cure from a paralytic stroke by a vision of the Prophet

* 1 The edtbon eeed Tere s in 2 vols (Balig, t270).
P ALTibr al-Masta® i Dhapd al-Safak (Baliq, 808), p 22,
% o vols (Cofro, t923-33), incomplote ¢ pg vale. (Criro, 191322}
¥ Kitdh ol Fouedrd £ Lpilal-Bake w-al Qowd'sd, ed G.Fermnd (Paris, 1031-3],
' Of the soo works ascnbed to him some seety four survive, Consull Kotubd,
sol. 1, pp. 45
¥ s adbdpsbak £ Fanis :cr.!—._fp'a.:lp'ée.i:. B vols. {Coire, 1323-7), was aited ghowe,
* Horn in Aldsin. - !
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casting his mantle over him. No other Arabic ode has attnined
the popularity of af Berdak. Over ninety commentaries on it
have becn compased in Arabic, Turckish, Persian and Berber and
it has been translated into Persian, Turkish, German, French,
English? and Italian. Its verses are still recited as charms and
the Druzes repeat them to the present day at burials,

We should here recall that the two romances (sing. siraf) of
"Antar and Baybars, that have not ceased to entertain larpe
audiences in the cafés of the Moslem Orient, took their present
form during the Mamlik period. Likewise the less popular 4Jf
Laylak, which through its translations has assumed a place
amonp the irwncrtal pieces of international literature, did nat
take its final form until this time. Ardent votaries of sports,
tournaments, archery, athietics, the chase and horsemanship, the
Mamliks, especially those of the Crusading period, provided
the ideal type of hero whose exploits legend never tired of em-
broidering. The fdrés who figures in the MNights porirays the
Marnlik knight as he flaurished in thi, rather than in the earlier
*Abbdsid period. Likewise the folk-mannere and customs are
drawn from the society which the narrator saw around him in the
Cairo of the Mamliks.

In the late thirteenth century a highly developed specimen of
shadow-play literature makes its apprarance under the title
Tayf al-Khaydl fi Ma'rifat Ehayal al-Zill* (phantoms of the
imagination on the knowledge of shadow play) by Mubammad
ibn-Diniyil al-Khuzai al-Mawsili (} c2. 1300). The auther
was a Moslem physician, possibly of Jewish or Christian oripin,
who flourished under Baybars, and his production is the only
extant specimen of dramatic poctry from medicval Islam.
Shadew plays were invented probably in the Far East, The
Moslemns gut them fram India or Persia. At the end of the ninth
cenfury Arab storp-teilers began to introduce national fypes into
their tales and strive for comic effect. By the twelfth century they
had developed puppet plays. In Spain a reference to Adaya!
al-zill was made in a figure of speech by ibn-Hazm in the
cleventh century.® From Western Acia and Egypt* these plays

LY. W. Redhouss, '"The “Burdab®”; in W, A. Clouston, Araffan Poetry for
English Readers (Glarpow, 1881}, pp. 319-41.
¥ 1. in part by Georg Jacoby 3 vols, (Erlanpen, 1o1o-12) See Katald, vel. i,

p 23T ¥ A1 ARk w-al-Sper, od. Mabmaghni {Carrd, p 23
4 See il 1305, vol o, po 33,
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. passed to Constantinople, where the principal character was
styled Qaragdz (black-eyed), and thence to the rest of eastern
Europe. Some of the material of the Turkish puppet theatre
shows evidence of having been borrowed from the Aiph#s, The
Turkish Qeragt: may have influenced the type of modern actors
represented by Charle Chaplin,

The most pleasant surprise of the Mamitk period, dominated .
by a régime of blood and iron, is the extraordinary architectural
and artistic productiveness of a scale and quality that find no
parallel in Egyptian history since Ptolemaic and Pharaonic days,
In such mosques, schools and mauvscleums erected by Qaliwiin,
al-Nizir and al-Hasan, Moslem architecture reached its most
florid expression, In the Burji period the monuments of Bargiiqg,
Qa'it-bay and al-Ghawti are equally remarkable. Since then no
edifice of any importance has made its appearance in Arab
lands.

The Mamliik school of architecture, whose origing go back to
Wiirid and Ayyiibid models? receivad fresh Syro-Mesopotamian
isfluences when in the thirteenth century Egypt became
& haven of refuge for Moslem artists and artisans who fled
from al-Mawsil, Baghdid and Damascus before the Mongol
invasions, With the ending of the Crusades the obstruction to
uninterrupted access to the stone-building territory to the north
was remnoved and brick was abandoned in minarct construction
in favour of stonc. The cruciform plan of school-mosque struc-
turewas developed to its perfection. Domeswere constructed that
defy rivalry for lightness, beauty of cutline and richness of
decoration. Striped masenry and decoration (#6/2g),® obtained
by using stones of different colours in alternate courgses, of
Roman or Byzantine origin, became 2 feature. The period was
also noteworthy for the development of the stalactite pendentive
as wall 28 for the two other familiar features of Moslem decora-
tion: geometrical arabesques and Kufie lettering. Throughout all
the Moslem ages animal forms were less frecly used in Egypt and
Syria than in Spain and Persia. Happily the finest examples of
Marmlik soructures have survived and stitl form one of the main
attractions for tourists and students alike,

Almost all branches of applied art maintained intimate con-
nection with building, especially of the religious type. Extant

- * Seeabove, pp. S60. ? Cf whevs, p. 680,
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specimens of ornate bronze mosque doors, bronze chandelisrs in
delicate arabesque designs, gold gem-studded Koran-cases, ex-
fuisite mosaics in niches and intricate woodwork in pulpits and
lecterns testify to their Aourishing state.! Most of the massive
mosque doors are faced with Damaseene metal-work. Mosque
lamps and coloured windows were made of the finest stained
glass with floral designs and Arabic inseriptions. The inner walls
of mozques were embellished with the fincst decorative plazed
tifes. In the minarets of the Mosque of al-MNisir in the citadel
{1319) arc found the earliest Mamlik examples of fajence archi-
tecturally employed. Under the Burjis inlay became especially
popular as the doors and pulpits of the Q&"ir-biy's Mosque indi-
cate. In mosaics, ivery carving and enamelling the Copts had
been proficicnt since pre-Istamic times.

Among these minor arts none is more individueal and char-
acteristic than the illumination of manuscripts, reserved almost
exclusively to the “word of Allah", 5o infinite were the pains
taken and such was the skill necessary for the arrangement of
colours and the elaboration of decorative elements, that sven the
best of Korans do notordinarily have more than two or three pages
fully illuminated, Here again the finest collection of illuminated
Korans belonged to the Mamlik sultans and has heen recovered
by the National Library at Cairo from the various eity mosques.

The delicate refinements of art were not lavished on saered
objects only. Various articles of luxury-—cups, bowls, trays, in-
cense burners, testifying to the fidelity of the picturs of high life
depicted by contemporary chroniclers—have come down to us.
Royal princesses bedecked themselves with anklets, ear-rings,
necklaces, bracelets and amulets not unlike those still used by
modern Egyptians. Mamlitk banguets were followed by enter-
tainments featuring the dancers, jugplers and shadow plays.
The court officers included such high prrsonages as master of the
household (rfsddr’, armour bearer {gmir si/dk), master of horse
(amir dhh#r) and cupbearer (sdgi LEdrr).® Barqiq established
between Damascus and Cairo stations to facilitate the transpert
of ice to Egypt by camel. Of the Burji Mamliks Jagmaq (1438~

L Fgr fblustrotion eonsult Gaston Wiet, Corafagus géndral dn mutde arabe di
Cairer lamper ef douteeller em wovre erandfé (Crivo, 1920).
1 Subf, vol, iv, np. 18 2eq.; biegrld, A8y, vol. (i, p. 222; Tihid, pp. 114 segy

Gaudeirop-Demombynes, La Syrie 20'dpogur deg Marnfowks (Panis, 123), pp. L oy,
! Fiihirl, pp. 117-18; "Umard, pp. 134 5eg.
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14‘53} expended 3,000,000 dinars in three vears on slaves and
bounties.! _

With the Ottoman conqguest of Syria and Egypt almost all:
Mamliik industrial arts began to decay. A number of architects,
craftsmen and carpenters were sent by Sultan Salim to Constan-
tinople. In one branch only, glazed tile, craftsmanship after the
Turkish conquest surpassed anything that had been produced .
before, as the collection of Dlamascus tiles in the South Kensing-
ton Museum proves. The inlaid trays, bowls, candlesticks, flower-
pots and other varieties of brass-work manufactured today in
Damascus follow mostly Mamlilk patterns.

! Tbe-Taghri-Birdi, vol. ¥ii, p. 226.



CHAPTER XLIX

THE END OF MAMLUE RULE

UNLIEE the Turkish Bahris, the Burji Mamliks were all Cir-
cassian with the cxception of two: Khushgadam {1461—%) and
Timurbugha {1457), who were Greek.! The Burjis rejected even
more emphatically than the Babris the prineiple of heveditary
succession; the sultan was only primus fnfer pares with the real
power in the hands of a military oligarchy. OF the twenty-three
Burii sultans, whose reigns covered 134 years (1382~1517), nine
ruled an aggregate of 124 years. These nine are Barqiiq, Faraj,
al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh, Barsbiy, Jagmag, Inil, Khushgadam,
Qf'it-bay and Qinsawh al-Ghawri.? The remaining fourteen
were almost all of no consequence, and in one year, 1421, three
different sultans were instalied. Qd'it-bay's rule (1468-g5) was
not only the longest but in some respects the most important and
suceessful ?

¥ Ihn-Taghei-Birdi, vob. vi, pp. 685, B4z, 847,

¥ Has pamc is thus apelled in a Koran wntten for him (Modts, Paleoprapsy,
vl i, ol 83} the weoal form b Qénsih al-Ghin.

* List of Burjs Mam|iks:

1. Al-gihir Seri-al-Din Bargdg . 1382
{interrupted by the BaJ;u't H.n.]]u :55{;—9::]

3. Al-MAgr Nastc-ob-Din Faraj . 1193
3. Al-Mangir “Izz-0l-Din "Abd-gl-"Aziz . ' . 140§
Al ‘ua,,-?'l.'r an.]_ a.gllm} - o . l40b

4. The Caliph af-" Al ad-Musta’ [n a i . Lglz
5. Al-Mu'nyyad Shaylh . i . . 1412
6. Al-Mugalfay Ahmad . . - - taat
7. Ab-Zibie Sayf-al-Din Tafar . . L3231
£. Al-Silih Nisiral-Uin Muhammaad . P F T
g. Al-Asheal Saypf-al-Din Barebiy . § - 132z
ra. Althziz Tamflbal-De Yasaf . . . « 1438
11. Al-Zahir Savi-al-Din Tagqmag . .. & . 1438
tz. Al-Mansar Fakhreal-THin "Tthmin % LA
£3. Al-Ashraf Sayfead-Din Inal . . . v 133%
14 Ablplaayyad Shihabeul-Dio Alwead 5 - T4vD
5. Al-Zahir Sayf-al-Din Khoshgadam . 2 + 1461
16 Al-Fahis Baylal-Din Vaeihay | " - 1aby

85, Ad-gshir Tamurbogha . ki T4ET
[Cnmmur.\f ﬂfmr af next page
=T
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The new régime contlnued the intripue, assassination and
rapine of its predecessor. In fact it is one of the darkest in
Syro-Egyptian annals. Several of the sultans were treacherous
and bloodthirsty, some were inefficient or even depenerate, most
of them were unceltured. Al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh {1412-21), a
drunkard whe had been bought by Barqilq from a Circassian
dealer, committed some of the worst excesses. Bargli was the
only one of the lot who had a Moslem father.® Barsbdy (1422-38),
originally enrolled among the slaves of Barqiiq, was not farniliar
with Argbic. He had his two physicians beheaded because they
could give him no relief from a fatal malady. Inal (1453-60),
another stave of Bargilg, could aeither read nor write, His con-
temporary ibn-Taghri-Birdi® did not suppose that Indl could
tecite the first stirah of the Koran without a mistake. His name
on the official documents he traced over the writing of a secre-
tary. Morwas he above suspicion in the matter of paderasty, with
which Baybars among other Mamliks was charped. The g&d/-
mudn institution of “Abbisid notoriety* was again flourishing
under the Mamlfiks. His third successor Yalbay (1467} was not
only illiterate but insane® Q&a'it-biy (1468—05), who was pur-
chased by Barsbiy for fifty dinars and manumitted by Jagmag,
hiad the alchemist "Al ibn-al-Marshishi blinded and deprived of
his tongue for his failure to turn dross into gold. He levied a
burdensome tax on the sale of corn which greatly added to the
misery of the masses,

Not only the sultans but the whele oligarchy were more or less
corrupt. The numerous Mamlfik amirs and slaves organized
themselves into various factions originating in the bodyguards
of Bargtqg, Faraj, Shaykh and Barsbiy and were usually at
enmity with one another, Each faction was animated solely by the
desire of grasping all possible wealth and influence.

The evil economic situation of the kingdom was aggravated e
by the selfish policy of the sultans. Barsbiy forbade the importa-

15, Al-Ashraf Sayfeal-Din Q3'e- bilj' - . . 1468

19, Al-¥asir Mubammad . . . - 1498

=0, Al-Zihir Qivsewh . N . lggd

zt, Al-Ashral Jan-l=la K . . 1409

a2, AlsAshraf Qansawh af-5l :|'|.'u.1‘1. g i . 1500

23. Al-Ashtal Tlman-bay | a a . v L5EE-17
! Ibn-Taght-Birdi, vol. +1, pp. 322 req. ¥ Buyi, Mers, vol. d, p. 58,
T Yl i, o550 t See above, pp. 341, 485,

¥ Thea- T2t Bird, vol. vil, pp. 831, 810, B41.



G40 LAST OF THE MEDIEVAL MOSLEM S5TATES  PBARTV

tion of spices from India, including the much desired pepper, and
before the price rose he cornered the existing supply 2nd sold it
to his subjects at a great profit. e also monopolized the manu-
facture of sugar and went so far as to prohibit the planting of
gugar-cane for a period in order io realize excessive profits for
himself. In his reign ancther of the periodic plagues visited
Egypt 2nd neiphbouring countries, and sugar was in special
demand ms a remedy opainst the diseage. Though not guite as
devastating as the “black death”, this epidemic is said to have
carricd away in the capital alone 300,000 victims within three
menths, Considering the visitation a punishment for the sins of
hiz people, the sultan prohibited females from going outdoors?
and sought to make atonement by fresh exactions from Chris-
tians and Jews, He abso deprived non-Moslems of their offices in
the povernment and enforeed on them the dress repulations. The
same policy against Christians aned Jews was pursued by several
of his predecessors and by Jaqmaq and Khushqadam.® Many of
Inal's predecessors struck debased silver money and frequently
changed the mint value of the precious metals
Exactions were not limited to non-Moslems In the abscnce of
a regulated sysiem of taxation, the only way these sultans could
rais¢ enough mency for thelr campaigns, extravagant courts
and monumentz] buldings was by extortion from their subjects
and from povernment officials who had enriched themselves at
the expense of the public Marauding Bedouins in the Delta and
the desert io the east repeatediy fell on the settled faffdhiin of the
narrow agricultaral valley and ravaged the land. Locusts, like
cpidenics, made their periodic visitation. Famine became al-
most chronic in the land and was intensificd in the years of
plague and drought caused by low water in the Nile, In the
reigns of Faray and Shaykh starvation was especially wide-
gpread. [t s estimated that in the course of the Mamliik period
the population of Syria and Egypt was reduced by two-thirds.®
Yadlan Toewards the end of the period certain international factors be-
wadelost oo o contribute to the poverty and misery of the land. In 1498
the Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama found his way round
the Cape of Good Hope, This was an event of vital importance
in the history of the Syro-Tigyptian kingdom. Net only did

* Tua-Taghti-Bieds, vol vf, p 960, ? fErd. vel viy, pp 186, F2i-a.
* Ci.1bn Taghn-Hiedi, vol w1, pt 2, p. 273



" eH. XU THE END OF MAMLOUK RULE 697

atlacks from Portuguese and other Eurcpean fleets become
frequent on Moslem ships in the Red Sea and Endian waters but
gradually most of the traffic in spices and other tropical products
of India and Arabia was diverted from Syrian and Epyptian
ports. Thereby one of the main sources of national income was
far ever destroved, The feet of al-Ghawri had several engage-
ments with Portuguese ships along the coast of Aralia. His
threat to the pope, that unless the Portuguese were checked he
would destroy the Chtisttan holy places, was of no avail, In 1500
the Portupuese established themselves in Calicut on the west
coast of India, and thirteen years later their general, Alfonso
d'Albuquerque {from Ar. gbu-al-gurg[?], sandal maker), bom-
barded “Adan {Aden).

The only redeeming feature in this entive period was thes
erection—as if to atone for the shortcomings of the rulers—of !
buildings which have stood our to the present day as impressive
examples of Moslem architecture, Such were the Mosque and
Mausoleum of Bargdg, the Mosque of Q&'it-biy and the Mosque
of al-Ghawri. The memorial Mosque of Qa'it-biy consists of a
mosque proper, a tomb, 2 fountain and a school. Besides its
symphony in two colours, red and white, the dome iz decorated
with a charming network of conventionalized foliage and
roscttes. This and other WMamlil buildings maintain the tradi-
tions of vigour and virfle elegance establighed by the Ayvibid
school of Syriz. .

The Burjis also continued the earlier practice of applying
elaborate arabesque ornament to the minor arts, In these in-
dustrics, as in architecture, Qa"it-bay's retrn was the richest
since the days of al-Nasir tbn-Qaldwin,

In their foreign relations the Burjis were even less hupp}' than E
in their domestic affairs, Before the close of the reipn of their®
first sultan the spectre of a new Mongolian invader, Timir, a
worthy successor of Hioldgu and Chinglz, began to lvom on the
northern horizen, Syria dtsell was convulsed throughout the
whole period by revelts headed by its local governors, some of
whom wete instigated by the Mongols. Besides Timir another
and what proved a more deadly enemy began now to threaten
the kingdom, the Ottomans of Anatolia.

The only bright spot in this dark period wae the canguest of €
" Cyprus in 1424-1426 by Barsbiy. The object of the Egyptian ©
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expedition to this Mediterranean island was to deprive the cor-
gairs, who had repeatedly ravaged Syrian perts, of a base. The
island had been in the hands of Franks, first the Templars and
then the house of Lusignan, ever since Richard I occupied it in
1igl. It was a powerful ally of the Crusaders and later a
permanent menace to the Mamlik kingdom. In 1270 Baybars
made the first attempt to retaliate for the frequent raids by
Cypriotes, but his flect was wrecked off Limassel, Now Barshiy’s
formidable forces, after seizing Limassol, advanced to Larnaca
and, having defeated the Lusignan army, took King Janus
prisoner. Heavily fettered, the king and over a thousand captives
were paraded through the strects of Cairo and then brought before
the sultan. After ldssing the ground? at the sultan’s feet the
Lking fainted and was borne into the citadel. Ibn-Taghri-Birdi®
whe later had an interview with the caxiled king, gives us an
eve-witness’s account. Later, throngh the intervention of the
Venetian consul, janus was returned to his throne on the
payment of a ransom of 200,000 dinars and the pledge of a yearly
tribute of 20,000, Barsbiy also concluded a treaty of peace with
Rhodes, whose Knights of 5t. John had often collaborated with
the Cypriotes in their attacks on the Egyptian coast. Cyprus was
the sole acquisition throughout the Burji age, but did not begin
to compensate for the many losses suffered.

" "Iimir Lang, commonly corrupted into Tamerlane, was born in
1336 In Transoxiana. One of his ancestors was vizir to Chingiz’
som, but the family claimed descent from Chinglz himself,
.His "edtirical biographer ibn-‘Arab-Shah? however, cites the
claim that Timiir was the son of a shoemaker and lived at first
by brizandage, and that the epithet Lang (lame) he received as
2 result of 2 wound inflicted on him while stealimg sheep. In 1380
Timir af the head of his Tartar hordes initiated a fong series of
campaigns which gained for him Afghanistan, Persia, Faris and
Kardistin, In 1393 he captured Daghdid and i that and the
faTiiﬁfing‘ year overran Mesopotamia, In Takrit, the birthplace
E:rf Satdl-al-Din, he crected a pyramid with the skulls of his

|I ! The vastom of Rizsing: the greund before the sultan, estiblished by the Forimed
al 3utrz, wois first abolished by Baesbie, wha selsituted for o the keang of the
sultan® hand, Lager, however, the obd practics was revived with some modificabion;
1 Taghn Biedl, vol. w1, pt 2, pp. 555

£ Val v, proz, pp Fioetd, 620

¥ 'S el Sfupdar £ Abkbdr Fayredy (Care, 1285), 1. 6,
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wietims. In 1308 he invaded the Qipehiq territory and occupied
Moseow for over o year, Three years later he ravaged northern
India and massacred 80,000 of the inhabitants of Delhi. It was
the envoys of Timir whom Bargiq towards the close of his
reign ventured to execute, although they came on a friendly
mission.

Like a cyclone Timir swept over northern Syria in 1400. For
three days Aleppo was given over to plunder. The heads of over
twenty thousand of its Meslem inhabitants were built into mounds
ten cubits lugh by twenty in circumference, with all the faces on
the outside.! The city’s priceless schools and mosques of the
Narid and Avyibid ages were destroyed, never to be rebuilt,
Hamzh, Hims and Ba'labakk fell in turn. The advance force
of the Egyptian army under Sultan Faraj were routed and
Damascus captured {February, 1401}, While the city was sachked
the fire broke out. The invader—a nominal Meslem with
Shi'ite proclivities—extorted a refigious opinion from its ulema
approving his conduct Ofthe Umayyad Mosque nothing
was left but the walls? Of the Damascene scholars, skilled
labourers and artisans the ablest were carried away by Timir to
his capital, Samarqand, there to implant Islamic stiences and to
introduce certain industrial arts which have since been lost to the
Syrian capital. Ibn-Taghoi-Birdi ? whose father was chief armour
Bearer of Faraj, has left us a graphic description of this campaign.
Ibn-Khalddn accormpanied Faraj from Carro and headed the
Damaseene mission which negotiated peace with Timiir. From
Damascus the wild conqueror rushed back to Baghdad to
avenpre the deaths of certain of his officers and dotted the city with
a hundred and twenty towers bault of the heads of the dead,

During the newt two vears Timir invaded Asia Minor,
crushed the Ottoman army at Ankara (July 21, 1402} and took
Sultan Biyazid | prisener. He captured the former capital Brus:
and Smyrnp. The distingushed captive was kept in chaing
during the night and made to travel in a Hiter surrounded by a
grille {gafas) carried on two horses. The word gafes, supported
by a misunderstood passage in ibn-‘Arab-5hah,* gave rise 10 the
legend that Biyazid was shut up in an iron cage. Timfic's death
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in 1404, in the course of a campaign against China, came a5 a
rehicf to the Epyptian Mamiiks, His tomb can still be seen in
Samarqand.

His son and successer, Shah-Rukh (140447}, held an angry
correspondence with Barsbay demanding the right, in fulfilment
of a vow, of furnishing the Ka'bah with its precious cortain—g
privilege maintaincd by the Mamlks as the [eading sovereigns
of Islam. After holding a consultation with his qfdis of the four
rites, Barshiy deftly replied that Shih would be absolved of his
vow if he would spend the money on the poor of Maldkah?
Shah sent another envey with a courtly robe, commanding that
the Mambik sultan should receive investiture in it as his vassal,
but Barsbiy tore up the robe and had the envoy flogged and
ipnominiously ducked head downward in & pool. It was 2 cold
day in winter and the scene was witnessed by ibn-Taghri-Birdi.
After 5hah the Timbrids exhausted themselves in internal
strugples which encouraged the rise of the Safawids and the
reconstitution of the Ottoman empire.

Reference bhas been made?® to the ultimate origin of the
Ottoman Turks in Mongolia, ther admooure with Ireniao
tribes in Central Asia and their advent into Asia Minor, where
they graduatly superseded and absorbed their Saljiiq consing, and
n the first years of the fourtcenth century established a kimpdom
destined to supersede the Byzanting empire as well as the Arab
cahiphate. Biyazid I (138g-iqoz) was the great-grandson of
"Uthman (1295-1326), the cponymous founder of the dynasty.
Under him the Asiatic part of the kingdom, extending from
the northern frontier of 5yma to the Danube, was almost all lost,
In the following ten years, however, 1t was largely recovered
from Europe as a baze by Bayazid's son Muhammad I (1402~-21).
The Ottoman problem began to confront seriously the Epyptian
sultans at the time of Mubammad I's great-grandson, Biyazid 11
(1481—-1512), a contemporaty of Qa'it-biy. Rivaley between the
two powers found its first expression 1n repeated conflicts among
their vassals on the borders of Asia Minor and Syna. Qaht-bay
invited fresh trouble in 1481 by harbourtng the fugitive Jem,
brother of Bayazid 11 and pretender to the throne; and when
Jem later was taken to Rome the Mamlik sultan negotiated with
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the pape with a view to his return to Egypt. But the immediate
cause of the final breach was the secret promise of support made
by Qansawh al-Ghawri to the arch-enemy of the Turks, the
Porsian Shih Ismi'il (1502=24).

Tsma'il was the founder of the Safawid dynasty {1502~71736),
the most gloricus of the native dynastics of Moslemn Persia, Its
name is derived from the pious Shaykh Safi-al-Din (the puse ene
of the faith), from whom Isma'il was sixth in deseent. The family
traced its origin to the seventh imém, Misa al-K3zim, and be-
came atdent m its Shi'sm. Its founder on his accession declared
Shi'ism, more particularky the doctrine of the Twelvers, the state
religion of Persia, which has ever since remamed true to this
faith, Elis collision with the Sunnite Ottoman Salim I (1 512-20),
son of Biyazid II, took place in August, 1514, at Childirin,
north of Lake Urmivah, where his cavalry gove way belore the
Janissaries'? superior artillery. The Turks then occupicd Isma'il's
eapital Tibriz, Mesopotamia and part of Armenia (1515).

In the spring of the following year Qingsawh proceeded to
Aleppo under the pretext of acting as intermediary Lbetween the!
twa contestants, but in reality to aid his Persian ally, In order to
give his mission a peaceflul appearance, he brought in his train
his puppet Caliph al-Mutawakkl and the chief qidis of his
realm, But Salim would not be deceived; he was kept informed
of the intentions of the Mamlik sultan through a system of spies.
When Qansawh’s envoy arrived at Salim's camp his beard was
shaved—a grave insult—and he was sent bacl on a mule with a
declaration of war, His attendants were put to death, There was
no way of averting the impending catastrophe. Though about
seventy-five years old, O8nsawh, once a slave of Q' it-bay, was
still vigorons. Throughout his reign he had proved himself 2 man
of no mean ability. But he could not depend upon the loyalty of
big north Syrian governors, of upon the co-operation of several
of his Egyptian amirs.

The two ammies met on August 24, 1516, at Marj Diibig, a

; day’s journey north of Aleppo. Qansawh entrusted the command

of the left wing to Khi'ir Bey, the treacherous governur of
Aleppo, who at the first charge deserted with his troops. Soon

‘afterward the aged MamlGk fell from his horse, stricken with
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apoplexy.! The Citoman victory was complete. The Turkich
army was better equipped with the now arms—artitlery, muskets
and ather long-range weapons—which the Mamliik army, com.
mitted to cavalry and comprising Bedoum and Negro con-
tingents, disdained. The Turks had for some time been using
powder, but the Syro-Egyptians clung to the antiquated theory
that personal valour s the decisive factor in combat. Salim
catered Aleppo in triumph and was welcomed as a deliverer
from Marmlilk excesses, The calipb he treated kindly. In the
cifadel of the city be found inmense tressures, estimated in
millions of dinars, which the sultan and princes had deposited
there. In mud-October he advanced upen Damascus, whose
leadmg men went over to him or fled to Egypt. Syria passed into
Ortoman hands, in which 1t continued for the next four centuries,

From Sytia the Ottoman congueror swept south into Egypt.
Here Timin-bay, a slave of Qansawh, had become sultan. The
two armies met on January 22, 1517, outside Cairo, where
Tomin at first battled valiantly. But the corrupt state of his
army, the jealousies among his amirs, the lack of funds and ade-
quate firearms and the superiority of the Otloman artillery were
sure to tell as the strupgle dragged on. Salim, supported by
Bedouin contingents, finally entercd and plundered the city,
slaughtering all the Mamliks who fell inte his hands. His guns
on the right bank of the Nile were brought into action against
the remnant of the army. Timan-bay fled to a Bedouin chief, but
was later betrayed and, strange as it may seem, hanged (April 14)
at one of Cairo’s main gates.* The Mamlik sultanate was for
ever crushed. Cairg, the centre of Eastern Islam since Salib-al-
Dn's time, passed away as an imperial ¢ity and became a pro-
vincial town, Makkah apd al-Madinah automatically became a
part of the Ottoman empire. The Egyptian preachers whe led
the Friday public services invoked Allah's blessing on Salim in
the following words;

0 Lord! uphald the sultan, son of the sultan, fuler ever both Jands
and the two seas, congquesar of both hoets, menasch of the twe "[rigs,
minister of the two Holy Cities, the victorious king Soilm Shih.
Grant hitn, O Lord, Thy precious aid; enable him to win glorous
victorres, O Ruler of thizs world and the next, Lord of the universe,?

1 Thn-Iyiis, ed. Taul Knhle ef af , vol, v (Istanbul, 1932), pp 67-0
T fhat pp 134 segh, 145 Jeg, 1 fhd, po 145,
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After lingering until the autumn in the valley of the Nile,
where he visited the pyramids, Alexandria and other places of
interest, the great conqueror returned to Constantinople, the
Ottoman capital since 1453, earrying with him the ealiph.
Charged later with misappropriating trust funds, al-Mutawakkil
was held prisoner until allowed to retive to Cairo by Salim's son
and successor, Sulaymidn the Magnificent. There he died in 1543.
Hiz death closed the last chapter in the history of the mocl
‘Abbfsid caliphate. Whether, as is alleged withowt sufficient
warrant, he made a transfer of his office to the Ottoman sultan
or not,! the fact remains that the Turkish ruler in Constantinople
gradually absorbed the caliphal privileges and ultimately the
title itzelf. Although some of Salim's successors styled them-
selves caliphs and were so addressed, their use of the title was
complimentary and wnrecognized outside their own territories.
The first known diplomatic document which applies the term
caliph to the Ottoman sultan and recognizes his religious author-
ity over Moslems outside of Turkey is the Russo-Turkish treaty
of Kichik Kaynarji, signed in 1774.

The sultan-cahph of Constantinople became the most power-
ful potentate in Islam, an heir not only to the caliphs of Baghdad
but also to the emperors of Byzantium.? With the destruction of
Mamidk power and the establishment of the Turks on the
Bosporus the focus of Islamic power shifted westward. In fact,
by this time the centre of world eivilization had moved to the
West, The discovery of America and of the Cape of Good Hope

transferred the world's trade to new routes, and the entire reaim
of the eastern Mediterranean bepan to sink into the background.
Herewith the history of the Arab caliphate and the Maoslem
dynasties that arcse in medieval times on the ruins of the Arab
empire comes to an end, and the modern history of the Ottoman
caliphate-cmpire begins.

* See nbove, pp. 489, 677
* On the abohition of the Ottormen enlipbete see above, pp 135, 184



