
CHAPTER 8

Statutory interpretation

The law applicable to the facts of a dispute may be contained in an Act of
Parliament, and knowing the law then involves interpreting a legislative text.
Unlike case law, where judges construct their own texts out of precedents
(rationes decidendi) , with statute law the texts are presented to them.

Legislation may be described as law made deliberately in a set form by an
authority, which the courts have accepted as competent to exercise that
function'. From sparse and scanty beginnings, its use steadily increased until
now the output of statutes has assumed formidable proportions. Although
the volume and the nature of certain kinds of legislation may be subjected to
criticism, there is universal agreement that deliberate law making of this
kind is indispensable to the regulation of the modern state. The part played
by the judges iji the struggle between the prerogative and Parliament en-
abled them to preserve in their hands a considerable measure of power, one
aspect of which is that what becomes 'law' is their interpretation of statute
through the operation of stare decisis. As Lord Devlin has put it:

'The law is what the judges say it is. If the House of Lords were to give an Act
of Parliament a meaning which no one else thought it could reasonably bear,
it is their construction of the words used in preference to the words themselves
that would become the law".

In this way the judicial doctrine of stare dedsis has come to be superimposed
upon the doctrine of the supremacy of the Crown in Parliament.

When confronted with the task of interpreting a statute judges say that
their task is to ascertain the 'intention of Parliament' as can be gathered
from the meaning of the words used. This quest is no less elusive than the
search for the ratio decidendi of a case. For instance, where Parliament enacts
a provision on a mistaken view of the law, the courts will give effect to it
according to what the law really was in their view'. This may be a by-
product of the rule that express words, or necessary implication, are required
to change the law. Such being the case, the point is: if Parliament did take
a mistaken view of the law, in what sense are Courts giving effect to the
intention behind the enactment? Reference to intention seems to be super-
fluous.

Secondly, whose intention is it that is relevant? It cannot be the intention
of the body which may have recommended the measure, such as the Law

i On this description of legislation see 31/an1 a Government of Punjab Pak LD (1972) SC 139 at
'59 .	-

2 Devlin Samples of Law Making p 2. Sec also Lord Reid in London Transport Executive a Bow
['9391 AC 213 at 232, [ 1 958 1 2 All ER 636 at 645. If, of course, the court is not bound by
the previous decision it will consider the statute do nova: cf R v Board of Control, ex p Rut (y
[1956] 2 QB 109, [1956] z All ER 769, with Ric/,ard'on a LCC [1957] SAIl ER 330.

3 Thrming#am City Corps a West Midland Baptist (Trust) Association (Incorporated) .[ 196913 All ER
172 at 179-180, i88, 190.
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Reform Committee, nor of the draftsman 4, nor even of the members of
Parliament who voted it through, for a good many of them may not have
attended on that day, or may have voted only in obedience to party dictates5
An Act is the product of compromise and the interplay of many factors, the
result of which is expressed in a set form of words. Ascertaining the 'intention
of the legislature', therefore, boils down to finding the meaning of the words
used—the 'intent of the statute' rather than of Parliament'.

Further difficulties arise from the fact that 'meaning' and 'intention' are
ambiguous words. Does the present case fall within what the legislature
'meant' to refer to by the wording it has used (reference), or does it fall
within the purpose which it 'meant' to accomplish (purpose) 6? The two
methods of treating a statute represented by these questions might he desig-
nated respectively as 'interpretation' and 'construction', but the activities of
the judiciary cannot be separated in this way, for the distinction between
interpretation and construction is not clear-cut. Where language is equivocal,
the decision whether the wording was 'meant' to refer to the Situation before
the court, which no one may have contemplated at the time of the passing
of the statute, inevitably imports a measure of 'construction''. In such cases
it is difficult to see where 'interpretation' leaves off and 'construction' begins.
As to the ascertainment of legislative purpose, this would appear on the face
of it to permit a court to venture outside the enactment for available evidence
as to the policy behind it so that the wording may be cdnstrued in the light
of this. The practical question is how far a court is expected to go in search
of such evidence, for without some limit the inquiry might be pursued to
unreasonable lengths. English tribunals have evinced reluctance to venture
outside the enactment itself, which means that its wording is to be construed
in the light of policy only in so far as this can be gleaned within the four
corners of the statute. This limitation narrows still further the distinction
between 'Construction' and 'interpretation'.

Another difficulty derives from the fact that statutes seek to control the
future by using broad terms of classes and categories. These are man-made,
and there are inevitably casus omissi, so that a measure of discretion is im-
ported into every decision as to whether a provision applies to the case in
hand or not.

Nor do words have proper meanings. A word may bear the meaning put
upon it by the user, that understood by the recipient'°, or the usual meaning.

4 Lord Simon thought that In ordinary cases the intention of the draftsman would be sufficient:
Ealing London Borough Council v Race Relations Board [1972] AC 342 at 360-361, [1972] I All
ER 105 at 113-t14 and in Maunsell v Olins I t 9751 AC 373 at 391, [2975] I All ER 16 at
26.

5 For the difficulties, see Lord Wilberforce in British Railways Board r Pzckin [ 1 97] AC 765 at
796. [ig] I All ER 6og at 625-626.

6 For changes during the passage of a controversial Bill producing inconsistency in the use of
words, see Lord Diplock in Jones v Secretory of Slate for Social Serzices [1972] AC 944 at 1o08,
[1972] m All ER 145 at 183-184.

7 Holmes 'The Theory of Legal Interpretation' (1898-9 9) 22 Harv LR 4 17; Fuller The Ma-
ahOy of Laze p 87. Is the quest for intent a relic of the theory that laws are commands of a
sovereign? As to this see ch 16 post.

8 Lord Watson in Solomon v Salomon & Co Ltd [189 7 ] AC 22 at 38.
9 lg Ne Regulation and Control of Radio Communications in Canada [1932] AC 304 (whether tele-

graphs' in the British North America Act 1867, includes broadcasting).
to See Lord Reid's protest against the way in which his words had been interpreted: Mutual

Life and Citizens' Assurance Co Ltd v Evait [1972] AC 793 at 813, [1971] 1 All ER 15o at 164.
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The last is a compromise between the first two", and is complicated by the
fact that although most words do have an area of agreed application they
are also surrounded by a hinterland of uncertainty, which is where disputes
arise. Ideally one ought to proceed on the meaning intended by the user,
but this is impossible with emanations from a body like the legislature. There
is no one legislator or group, whose assistance can be invoked, and it is ob-
viously impractical, whenever a statute comes up for consideration, to ask mem-
bers of Parliament to elucidate what they individually or collectively 'had in
mind"". Moreover, in the case of antique enactments, whose framers have long
since disappeared, the present members of Parliament are in no better posi-
tion than judges to explain what their predecessors may have intended. It is
the judges on whom the task devolvesto ascertain the meaning as best they can.

It would seem on outward appearances that judicial interpretation of
statutory provisions does follow a syllogistic style of reasoning, and that the
major premise being 'given' in the form of some statutory rule, the judge is
at least relieved of the task, which he has to perfonn so often with case law,
of finding an appropriate major premise. Such a view is misleading. For
words are often ambiguous, so it still remains necessary for a judge to eluci-
date the major premise. Also, in cases of doubt, which are the ones that
present difficulty, it is not possible to separate the settlement of the major
and minor premises. Fact-finding and premise-finding are interrelated: a
court hears the evidence and determines the facts, and any doubt as to the
scope and applicability of a given statutory provision may well be resolved
by the view taken of the facts. So discretion even in the application of statute,
is unavoidable.

The discretionary element is given another slant through the relationship
between the Courts and Parliament over the centuries. The tendency has
been on the whole towards a restrictive rather than a liberal exercise of
discretion, which prompted Pollock to comment caustically that the attitude
of  udges

'cannot well be accounted for except on the theory that Parliament generally
changes the law for the worse, and that the business of the judges is to keep the
mischief of its interference within the narrowest possible bounds"'.

It would be unfair to attribute this restrictive attitude to judicial wickedness,
because historical factors combined to produce it.

In the Middle Ages it was felt that the task of interpreting the law should
be discharged by those who ordained it, for the very word 'interpretation'
connoteJ evasion. Parliament, meeting at random, was hardly the body best
suited to do this, and judges were the persons on whom the responsibility
was placed because the need for interpretation more often than not arose
before them and, more especially, because at that time they took part in the
legislative processes. 'Do not gloss the statute', Hengham CJ admonished

ii Mclnerny p Lloyds Bank Ltd [i.] i Lloyd's Rep 246.

I 2 Lord MacDermoit:'There is no means of ascertaining parliamentary intention by scrutin-
ising the minds of those who voted for the enactment in question'. 'Some Requirements of
Justice' [1964] JR 109; Lord Morris: I t is well accepted that the beliefs and assumptions of
those who frame Acts of Parliament cannot make the law': Davies, Jenkins & Co Ltd r Davies

[19681 AC 1097 at list, [1967] , All ER 913 at 922.

13 Pollock Essays in Jurisprudence and Ethics p 85, and see also p 242: 'catastrophic interference'.
So, too, Stephen J speaking as a draftsman said 'it is necessary to attain if possible to a
degree of precision, which a person reading in bad faith Cannot misundentand: Re Castian,

(1891] 1 QB 4gau 16.
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counsel 'for we know better than you; we made it' 54 . In course- of time judges
ceased to partake in legislation and so lost their knowledge of the background
and context of statutes. With the rise of the Court of Chancery the common
law courts may have felt inclined to relinquish to it the exercise of discretion,
in interpretation as well as in other matters. The attitude 4judges shifted in
this way to something more like what it is today. A statute was viewed as a
text and judges could only infer the policies of Parliament from what was
said in it. Another historical development started with the fact that much
early legislation was concerned with special privileges and particular dero-
gations from the common law. This should be set alongside the belief, which
then prevailed, that the common law was self-sufficient and ought not to be
interfered with lightly. Both factors prompted judges not to accord wider
effect than was necessary to what were, in fact, exceptions created b y statute,
and it is to this tendency that Pollock refers. Again, doctrines concerning the
inalienable rights of Man began to make headway in the eighteenth century,
and were no doubt influential in restricting statutory encroachments on the
rights of individuals. The penalties of the criminal law, too, used to be among
the most savage of their day and the growing humanitarianism of the age
made judges interpret penal legislation more narrowly than they might
otherwise have done.

The restrictive attitude towards statute induced by these factors had an
unfortunate effect. Statutes of the nineteenth century came to be drafted in
meticulous_detail so as to provide for every conceivable contingency, since
judges could not be relied on to help out with omissions. This abundance of
detail only inspired a still more restrictive attitude, for Parliament was taken
to have specified everything that needed to be covered and a casus o,nissi was
assumed to have been intentionally left out. This is probably the reason
behind judicial reluctance even now to fill in the gaps in a statute. The point
shows incidentally how unhelpful the phrase 'intention of Parliament' is. A
different influence in more recent times has been the ever increasing regu-
lation by statute of more and more spheres of activity, which has sometimes
inspired in courts a desire to preserve the common law from being engulfed.
The following utterance of Lord Tucker is an example:

'It appears to me desirable in these days, when there re in existence so many
statutes and statutory regulations imposing absolute obligations upon employ-
ers, that the courts should be vigilant to see that the common law duty owed
by a master to his servants should not be gradually enlarged until it is barely
distinguishable from his absolute statutory obligations"'.

There are other factors of a more general nature. For instance, much may
depend on the merits of the dispute, and in this connection it is important to
stress that the finding of the facts dos sometimes influence the view taken of
the statutory premise. A decisive part is also played by the degree of sym-
pathy which the court entertains towards the objective in view. Judges do
,weigh up considerations of social and individualist policy and the balance

14 YB 33 & 33 Edw i (Rolls Series) 82. The same judge accepted Royal explanations ofdoubtful enactments, YB 30 & 31 Edw i ( Rolls Series) i. At times the judges themselvesinquired of the King's Council What a statute meant: Thorpe CJ in YB 48 Edw 3, fo 34b.1 5 Latimer t' .4EC Ltd	 AC 643 at 68, [1953] 2 All ER 449 at 455 . See also Harding oPrice [1948] ' KB 695 at 700-701, [194 8] i All ER 283 at 284; Dane o New Jfer:on BoardMills Ltd [ijg] AC 604 at 62, [1959] i All ER 346 at 355 . Sec on this Friedmann Lawand Social Charge pp 93 et seq.
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does not always work out in favour of the administration. The details of this
will be postponed until Chapter '0.

It has also long been the fashion to treat statutes and other documents
alike. The sanctity that used to attach to the seal and to the wording of
written instruments is proverbial, and the reluctance of Courts to redraft a
document for the parties has been carried over to statutes. The unhelpful
attitude towards Parliament may also be a carry-over of the contra proJèrentein

rule applicable to documents to the effect that 'where doubt arises the words
must be construed most strongly against him who uses them"'. Such treat-
ment of statutes and documents as if they are alike is mistaken, for there are
important differences. Documents are often only records of past events, and
are mostly confined to specific transactions; they also affect specified parties
and not the public at large. Statutes differ in each of these respects. Finally,
the aversion to giving an appearance of acting outside the judicial function
by legislating, attributable perhaps to the doctrine of the separation of
powers, may also be responsible.

The present state of statutory interpretation suggests that something is
amiss with the judicial approach to the whole exercise. Statutes are designed
to operate over indefinite periods of time, so they should be viewed in a
continuum. Unfortunately, the reverse has been the case. The distinction
may be expressed by differentiating between the referential approach as to
what a statute 'means', ie what its words refer to here and now, and the
purposive approach as to how it is to be 'applied'. 'Application' is a contin-
uing process and the application of a provision to a particular case is only
one step in a journey' 7 . There are, of course, limits to the continuous adap-
tation of statutes, which are not easily specified. It should stop short of
altering the character of a statute, eg changing a procedural provision into
a substantive one, or the introduction of wholly new doctrine". A compari-
son might be made with laying a line of bricks. If a bricklayer simply lays
each brick, moment by moment, in line with the previous brick as straight
as he thinks it should be positioned, the line will soon start to meander this
way and that. No competent bricklayer does this; he has a line stretching
out in front so that he can lay each brick with a guide to the whole linear
extension. The policy of a statute may be likened to its plumb-line extending
into the future and the Constructions placed on its wording should be in
accordance with that policy. This method of approach is becoming more
fashionable, but it has not been so in the past because there has been too
little appreciation of the fact that statutory regulation continues and has
temporal extension. Instead, the tendency has been for cases to be decided
on a moment to moment basis, with the result that the ins and Outs of the
Lines of cases on scores of statutes have made this one of the sorriest corners
of British jurisprudence".

There is no single set of rules of statutory interpretation. It would be truer
to speak of conflicting approaches and guidelines, largely supported by dicta.

Lord du Parcq, while not regretting that the so-called rules of construction
had 'fallen into some disfavour' went on to add:

16 Langh.am a Citj ,f London Corpn (1949) i KB 208 at 212, (1948) 2 All ER ,o,8 at 1020
(appl)ing the rule to a private Act of Parliament).

17 Kejst'Bou!Wr[1971] a QB300at 305, (1971J & All ER 289 at 292.
i8 For an extreme example of the difference in approach, contrast the views of Lord Denning

MR and the House of Lords in Patio v Pruitt (Iq7o] AC 777, (&g6g) 2 All ER 385.
•9 For one example. sceJennings 'Judicial Process at its Worst' (137-39) MLR Iii.
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'ft must be remembered, however, that the courts have laid down, indeed, not
rigid rules, but principles which have been found to afford some guidance
when it is sought to ascertain-the intention of Parliament'".

The Employment Appeals Tribunal has said that the guidelines laid down
by courts or industrial tribunals in applying statutes to particular facts are
not binding legal rules. The statute alone is law and judges cannot add to or
subtract from the law as expressed in it'. A shrewd writer summed up the
position admirably:

'A cuurt invokes whichever of the rules produces a result that satisfies its sense
ofjustice in the case before it".

REFERENTIAL APPROACH

'Literal' or 'Plain Meaning Rule'

Judges frequently use the phrase 'the true meaning' of words in the pursuit
of their task. The most widely used canon of interpretation, the so-called
'Literal' or 'Plain A1'eaning Rule', is best summed up in the words of Jervis CJ:

'If the precise words used are plain and unambiguous, in our judgment, we
are bound to construe them in their ordinary sense, even though it do lead, in
our view of the case, to an absurdity or manifest injustic&3.

There is a tendency to imagine that the courts are thereby giving eifct to
the intention of Parliament on the hypothesis that 'the words themselves do,
in such a case, best declare the intention of the lawgiver' 4 . On the contrary,
it would seem that whenever the 'Literal Rule' is being applied any reference
to the intention of Parliament is better avoided, since there is something
comic in ascribing to Parliament an intention to enact absurdities or injustices.
Moreover, since Parliamentary intention is to be gathered from the words
used, it is no more than what the judges interpret Parliament as having
intended.

'What we must look for' Lord Reid once said 'is the intention of Parliament,
and I also find it difficult to believe that Parliament ever really intended the

20 Cutler v Wandjworth Stadium Ltd [ igg] AC 398 at 420, [1949] i All ER 544 at 550. Sec also
Croxford e- Universal Insurance Co Ltd [1936] 2 KB 253 at 281, [1936] , All ER ti at 166
Hamilton v National Coal Board [1960] AC 633 at 641-642, [ig6o] i All ER 76 at 79; Clzeng
a Goon-nor of Pentonv,lle Prison [ 1 973] AC 932 at 949, [,g] 2 All ER 204 at 212; the Law
Commission The Interpretation of Statuw p 14.

i WellvDerzventPlastics[,g 78] ICR 424.
2 Willis 'Statute Interpretation in a Nutshell' (1938) 16 Canadian BR p 16. Llewellyn in The

Common Law Tradition, Deciding Appeals Appendix C, lists twenty-eight opposing canons of
'Thrust and Parry' and nineteen of 'Thrust and Counter-thrust'.

3 Abley a Dale (2851) it CB 378 at 391. See also Lord Bramwell in Hills East and West India
Dock Co (2884) 9 App Cas 442 at 464-465; Lord Esher in R a Cry of London Court Judge
[1892] 1 QB 273 at ago; Lord Atkinson in Vacher & Sons Ltd a Londsue Society of Compositors
[1913] AC 207 at 121-122.

4 Tindall CJ in Sussex Peerage Case (2844) it Cl & Fin 8at 143; Lord Reid in IRC a 1-linchy
[ig6o] AC 748 at 767, [1960] x All ER 505 at 512 (quoted in n 5 infra, and see also the
other references).
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consequences which how from the appellants' contention. But we can only take
the intention of Parliament from the words which they have used in the Act's.

The rigid exclusion until very recently of extrinsic evidence relating to the
contextual background of a statute reinforces the point that the concern of
courts with Parliamentary intention does not often go deeper than words.
There is thus no point in referring to such an intention as if this is something
apart from judicial interpretation and to which they are giving effect. In-
deed, there are judicial utterances of the highest authority to that effect".

The 'Plain Meaning Rule' suffers from The inherent weakness that it is not
always easy to say whether a word is 'plain' or not.

'The cases in which there is real difficulty' said Lord Blackburn 'are those in
which there is a controversy as to what the grammatical and ordinary sense of
the words, used with the reference to the subject matter, is".

In Liversidge v Anderson' the majority of the House of Lords thought that the
words, 'If the Secretary of State has reasonable cause to believe', were am-
biguous, since they might mean either that the Secretary of State has reason-

able cause to believe, or that he thinks that he has reasonable cause to believe.
Lord Atkin, on the other hand, was of opinion that there was no ambiguity,
and he concluded his powerful dissent speech in these words:

'After all this long discussion the question is whether the words "If a man has"
can mean "If a man thinks he has". I am of opinion that they cannot, and
that the case should be decided accordingly`

A vivid illustration of the point is IRC v Hinchy 10 . The Income Tax Act 5952

provided that a person who fails to deliver a correct tax return shall 'forfeit
the sum of /J20 and treble the tax which he ought to be charged under this
Act'. The defendant made a return under a particular heading which was

£3 2 19S gdless than it should have been. The tax assessable on this amount,
which he should have declared, was £ 1 4 5s. The rest of his tax assessment

came to £ 12 5 6s 6d, which would have made up a total assessment of £139
its 6d. The Court of Appeal held that the Act meant that he should pay
£62 155, being £20 plus treble the sum of L 1 4 5s. The House of Lords,

however, held that it meant that he should pay £438 14S 6d, being £20 plus

IRC v Hinchy [1960) AC 748 at 767, [1960] r All ER 505 at 512 See also Lord Macmillan
in IRC a Ayrshire .',lu!aal insurance Co Ltd [19461 i All ER 637 at 6 4 1 (literal interpretation
adopted even though parliamentary design was admittedly otherwise. 'The legislature has
plainly missed fire'); Lord Guest in Davies, j-.kim & Co Ltd a D20e5 [1968) AC 1097 at
1123, [1967) I All ERgl3atg23.

6 J_'ader a Duffey (1888) 13 App Ca.s 294 at 301, Wicks a DPP [19471 AC 362 at 367. (1947]
I All ER 205 at 207; Magor and St Mellorts RDC v .Neu.port C'orpn [1952] AC 189 at 191,
f,gi] 2 All ER 839 at 841; IRC a Dowd.ell O'.'tfa/zoney & Co Ltd [1952] AC 401 at 426,

119521 t All ER 53! at 544.
Caledonian Rly Co a North British Rly Co (,88i) 6 App Cas 114 at 131-132. 'There were those
who thought that the meaning of this word [premises] was clear (Lord Diplock and Lord
Simon of Gla,sdale) and there were those who thought it ambiguous (Lord Reid, Viscount
Dilhornc and m)self): per Lord Wilberforce in Farrell a Alexander (ig) AC 59 at 72, [1976]

2 All ER 721 at s; Croxford a Universal Insurance Co Ltd [1936] s KB 253 at 280, (1936]
All ER ii at 166; Goldman a Hargrave (1967] t AC 645 at 664-665, [1966] 2 All ER 989 at

8 [1942] AC io6, [igs,i] 3 All ER 338.
(19421 AC sofi at 2 43, [ t 94 1 1 3 All ER 338 at 361.

to (i q6ol AC 7 48. [1960] 1 All ER 505
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treble the sum of £139 i is 6d". Both tribunals were applying the 'plain
meaning'.

The 'plain meaning' canon of interpretation is ill-suited to modern social
legislation, which inaugurates whole schemes and policies, nor does it give
guidance in marginal cases. A further drawback is that it requires that words
are ghen their ordinary meaning at the time of enactment". If this were
rigidly adhered to it would stand in the way of interpreting statutes so as to
adapt them to the changing needs of  developing society.

The 'Plain Meaning Rule' has evolved many explanatory riders, sub-rules
and a host of 'presumptions of legislative intent', into which it is not proposed
to enter here". None of these presumptions is binding for a variety of reasons:
(a) there is eta order of precedence between conflicting presumptions; (b)
presumptions themselves are often doubtful, being the subject of contradic-
tory judicial pru1ouncements; (c) in case of conflict with a presumption a
court may adopt an interpretation without referring to the presumption; and
(d) there are no means of resolving a conflict between a presumption and
the purpose of a statute.

'Golden Rule'

An appreciation of some of the difficulties inherent in the 'Literal Rule' led to
a Cautious departure, styled the 'Golden Rule': the literal sense of words should
be adhered to unless this would lead to absurdity, in which ease the literal
meaning may be modified' 4 . It contradicts the 'Literal Rule' accordir'y to
which, as explained, the plain meaning has to be adhered to even to the
point of absurdity. The difficulty of deciding when words are plain and when
they are not has already been mentioned. Presumably, for the purpose of the
'rule' now being considered, the words though plain should not he too plain,

ti See now Finance Act ig6o, s s, on assessment of penalties. See generally R r Do: is (1870)
LR , CCR 272; Richards p McBride (i88m) 8 QBD 119; Edwards p Porter [1925] AC ; R a
Board of control, ex  Winlerfiood [1938] 2 KB 366, [1938] 2 All ER 463; London Brick Co Ltd
p Robinson [ig] AC 341, [1943] i All ER 23; Fisher v Bell [1961] z QB 394, [1960] 3 All
ER 731.

12 Eg .Vokes r Doncaster Amalgamated Collieries Ltd [Igs,o] AC 1014 at 1022, [iggo) 3 All ER 59
at 553; Eu .art p Ewarl [1959] P 23 at 31, [1958] 3 All ER 56m at 564; Pettht v Pelt!! [1970]
AC 777, [1969] 2 All ER 385.

13 See pp 114-132 of the second edition of this book, and any work on statutory interpretation.
Sec also Dias Bibliography pp 86-90 for literature.

1 4 Becke v Smith (1836) 2 M & %V 191 at 195. See also Grey v Pearson (1857) 6 HL Cas 6i at
io6; River Wrar Comes o Adamson (1876) 1 QBD 546 at 549; J'arlier & Sons Lid v London Society
Of Compositors (1913] AC 107 at 117; Re Sigsworth, Bedford v Bedford [ig] Ch 89 at 92;
Francis Jackson Developments Ltd v Hall [1951] 2 KB 488 at 494-495, [igi] 2 All ER 74 at
78-79; HRH Prince Ernest Augustus of Hanover v A-G [1955] Ch 44o, (,g] i All ER 746 (first

,instance); Sumner p Robert L Priestly Ltd [1955] 3 All ER 445 at 7; Thompson p Thompson
[ 1 9 6 ] i All ER 603 at 607; Re Lockwood, Atherton p Brooke [198] Ch 231, [1957] 3 All ER
2o; London Transport Execulive v Belts [igg] AC 213 at 247, [198] 2 All ER 636 at 655; R
Oakes [gg] 2 QB 350 at 355-356, [tg] 2 All ER 92 at 94-95; Corocraft Ltd v Pan

American Airways Inc [ig6g] i QB 6i6 at 655, 658, [1969] I All ER 82 at 88, go; Re Parkaroski
(1966)56 DLR (gd) 475 (Can); Bromu'ow and Edwards Lid, IRC[lg7o] 1 All ER 174, (1970)
'I WLR 128, The 'Golden Rule' was considered by Lord Simon in C/wag oGovernor of PentonjiJit
Prison [ig] AC gp at 949-950, [1973] 2 All ER 204 at 212-214; he also considered
absurdity: see at 957-958, and at 219-200. In Applin p Race Relations Board [ig] AC 259 at
283, [1974] 2 All ER 73 at go-gm, he seems to give the name 'Golden Rule' to the 'Plain
Meaning Rute'.The 'Golden Ride' was again considered by him in .igaunsel! p Olins [tg] AC
373 at39o, [1975] 1 All ER 16 at 25.
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but the apparent plain meaning would lead to a result too unfair to be
countenanced. Lord Reid put the matter as follows:

'To apply the words literally is to defeat the obvious intention of the legislature
and to pioduce a wholly unreasonable result. To achieve the obvious intention
and to produce a reasonable result we must do some violence to the words
The general principle is well settled. It is only when the words are absolutely
incapable of a construction which will accord with tcie apparent intention of
the provision and will avoid a wholly unreasonable result that the words of the
enactment must prevail"'.

If absurdity is considered at all, it is apparently judged as at the time when
the statute was passed". Moreover, the rule is hardly suited to giving effect
to social policies. The paucity of authority reflects the uncertainties of its
application.

The absence of a coherent set of rules of interpretation is best seen when
judges adopt opposing canons in the same case. Thus, in A-G v HRH Prince
Ernest Ats:stus of Hanover", a statute of 1705, 4 Anne c 4 (or 4 and 5 Anne
c 16), declared

'that the said Princess Sophia, Electress and Duchess Dowager of Hanover,
and the issue of her body, and all persons lineally descending from her, born
or hereafter to be born, be and shall be, to all intents and purposes, whatsoever,
deemed, taken, and esteemed natural born subjects of this kingdom'.

The appellant, who was born in 1I4, and was admittedly a lineal descen-
dant of the Princes, claimed that he was a British subject by virtue of the
Act. By s 12 of the British Nationality Act 1948 all persons who, on a
specified date, were British subjects were to become citizens of the United
Kingdom and Colonies. The House of Lords, upholding the Court of Appeal,
held that on the plain meaning of the words a lineal descendant of Princess
Sophia, born over 200 years after the passing of the Act of 1705 and before
the Act of 1948, enjoyed United Kingdom citizenship, notwithstanding the
somewhat startling implications of such a conclusion. For, according to this
decision, The German Kaiser must have been a British subject, while Prince
Ernest himself had fought against this country in the Second World War. In
the court of first instance Vaisey J, while acknowledging that statutes do not
lapse, alluded to the absurdity of interpreting the wording literally and held
that this particular statute was limited in its operation to the lifetime of
Queen Anne; but the Court of Appeal and the House of Lords rejected this
interpretation, adhering to the literal meaning".

15 Laker IRC 119633 AC 557 at 577, ['9 63]' All ER 655 at 664; Adler George [1964] 2 QB
7 [ 964] AU ER 628.

16 Prince Ernest Augustus of Hanover v A-G [1956] Ch 188 at 218, CA (affd [t7] AC 436 at
461-462, 466, 472, ['g] , All ER 49 at 54, 56-57, 66, HL). The Court of Appeal revsd
the decision at first instance: [ ,g5] Ch 440, 1 1 9551 i All ER 746.

17 Seen i6supra.
t8 In the House their Lordships in the count of argument questioned whether the Act of 1705

hacl survived the Act of Union with Scotland 1707, which intioduced an entirely new
conception of British, as distinct from English, nationality. Counsel on both sides declined to
argue the point, and a majority of their Lordships expressly reserved their opinions as to
what their conclusion might have been had the point been considered. Nor was the point
taken as to whether the Prince's claim was affected by the Royal Marriages Act 1772. On
the nationality issue, therefore, the decision is worthies,, since it was reached without taking
material statutes into account: see pp. 128, 130 ante.
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PURPOSIVE APPROACH

'Mischief Rule'
Statutes are generally of indefinite duration, and consideration of them in
this way takes account of their changing functions and functioning. It has
also been pointed out that words possess an inner core of agreed applications
surrounded by a fringe of unsettled applications. The former indicates the
general direction of development, while manipulation occurs in the fringe

area.
The canon of interpretation that is best suited to give effect to this

approach is known as the 'Mischief Rule', which was propounded as long ago

as 1584. In Heydon's Case" it was stated that

'four things are to be discussed and considered: 1st, What was the Common
Law before the making of the Act; 2nd, What was the mischief and defect for
which the Common Law did not provide; 3rd, What remedy bath Parliament
resolved and appointed to cure the disease of the commonwealth; and 4 th, The
true reason of the remedy; and then the office of all the judges is always to
make such construction as shall suppress the mischief and advance the remedy,
and to suppress subtle inventions and evasions for continuance of the mischief,
and pro privalo commodo, and to add force and life to the cure and remedy
according to the true intent of the makers of the Act pro bono publtco'.

The approach here laid down clearly contemplates inquiry into the policy
and purpose behind the statute. There are echoes of it in several other

judgments".
It is obvious that 'meaning' with reference to this 'rule' cOrOteS purpose,

ie what the statute 'means' to accomplish. As Lord Denning MR has said
'We no longer Construe Acts of Parliament according to their literal meaning.
We construe them according to their object and intent". This canon also
harmonises with the modern tendency to see how words are used'.

On the other hand, the propositions in Heydon's Case were probably

adequate to deal with the limited kind of legislation that then existed. Today,
however, statutes put into effect new social experiments and operate on a
scale much larger than before. Heydon's Case itself is thus somewhat

19 3 Co Rep 7a at 7b.
20 Plowden, note on Eysion D Studd (1574) 2 Plowd 463 at 465; Eo.si.non Photographic .tfaiorialo Co

Lid o The Compiroller .Gentr'2t of Patents [18981 AC 571 at 573; London and County Properfi

Irwesinoents Lid u A-G ['9531 i All ER 436 at 4,'; Barnes u Jarvis [,g] , All ER 106i at

1063; Wycombe Marsh Garages Lids Fouler [1972] 3 All ER 248, [1972] i WLR 1156. The

'Mischief R. has been considered by Lord Simon in McMillan Crouch 1,9721 All ER 6i

at 68-70, [19721 i WLR I 102 at ,,o9-1III; Cheng s Governor of Penton. Person [19731 AC

93' at 95'-954, [13] s All ER 204 at 211-216; Applin v Race Relations Board [19751 AC

259 at 286-287, [ 1 9741 2 All ER 73 at 89-9o; Maunsell p Olins [Ig] AC 373 at 393-395'

[ 1 975] tAll ER ,6 at 27-29.
I Engineering Industry Training Board v Samuel Talbot (Engineers) Lid [1969] 2 QB 270 at 274.

[1969] 1 All ER 480 at 482. See Lord Denning's statement in .Wothman p London Borough of

Barnet [1978] , All ER 1243 at 1246, [1978] i WLR 220 at 228, repudiated by Lord Russell
on appeal [1979] i All ER 142 at 151, [19791 ,WLR 67 at 77. Cf Rcakill LJ in R  Duncoif

[197912 All ER ,,i6 at 11't9791 WLR 918 at 923. See further Marshall v BBC ['979
3AUER80,[1979] ,WLR 1071:

2 'Seeing that the words of the document are ambiguous, it is permissible to look at what was

done under it': per Lord Denning MR in IRC v Educational Grants Association Lid (1967) Ch
993 at ioo8, [1967] 2 All ER 893 at 896. The case did not concern a statute but a document
and Harman LJ thought that the remark should be confined to ancient documents: at got2
and at 898.
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inadequate; it needs to be broadened and adapted to meet the conditions of
today. Lord Simon has suggested that five considerations might be taken'
into account (i) the social background to identify the social orjuristic defect;
(2) a conspectus of the entire relevant body of law; () long title and pre-
amble stating legislative objectives; (4) the actual words used; and (,) other
statutes in pan maleria. The exclusion of extrinsic material limits very largelythe operation of this approach, and it is these exclusionary rules which have
operated to displace the 'rule', though they themselves are of later develop-
ment. The most that a tribunal can do is to take judicial notice of the existing
law'. Finally, it would require a greater degree of judicial legislation than
under any other approach. Lord Denning used to be prepared to 'supple-
ment the written word so as to give "force and life" to the intention of the
legislature"'. The House of Lords pronounced emphatically against this
'naked usurpation of the legislative function' 5, and Lord Denning has sinceaccepted this restriction'. A judge may not add words that are not in the
statute, save only by way of necessary implication; nor may he interpret a
statute according to his own views as to policy, but if he can discover this
from the statute or other material, which it is permissible for a court to
consult, he may interpret it accordingly'.

The courts have adopted the 'Mischief Rule', or an approach akin to it, in
the following types of situations.

I t) The question whether or not a person is entitled to compensation for
harm sustained as the result of a breach of a statutory duty depends upon
whether the mischief, which the statute was designed to eradicate, contem-
plated damage to him or to the class of which he was a member'.

(2) The decision whether mens Tea is an ingredient of a statutory offence
seems to rest upon whether the object and policy of the statute would therebybe defeated'.

(3) Where statutory penalties are imposed on certain kinds of behaviour,
the courts take account of the policy behind the statute in question to decide
whether or not contracts contemplating such behaviour are void. The con-
tract is void if the penalty is imposed in the interests of the public' 0 , but notif imposed in the interests ofrevenuell.

3 Lcoign Properties Ltd r IRC [1958] AC 549 at 566, [1958] i All ER 1 , . 6 at 414. In Dullewe vDzdlezte [1969] 2 AC 3 1 3, [1969] 2 WLR 81 I, thejudicial Committee consulted the report
ofa commission in order to elucidate the mischief that was being remedied.

4 &aJordCo,rz Estates Lid, As/tee 1 1 949) 2KB 481 at 498-499, [tg] 2 MI ER 155 at 164 (Onappeal [io] AC 508, [1950] I All ER 1018); Magor and Si Mellon5 RDC v Xeupont COT/Il![Ig5o]2AHER 1226 at 1236.
Magor and St Melons RDC v Xewport Corpn [1952] AC i8g at ii , [ii] 2 All ER 839 at84!.

6 London Trwtsport Executive v Betts 
[ 1 959] AC 213 at 247, [1958] 2 All ER 636 at 655; but see

the reference on p 181 et 19. See also Lord Reid in Goodrich v Pals,,,r	 AC 65 at 88,(i96J 2 All ER 176 at 185.
She/I r Borne: London Borough Council [1983] 2 AC 309, [1983] i All ER 226.8 Gorris r Scott (1874) LR g Exch 125; Knapp t' Railway Executive [1949] 2 All ER 508; HartleyMayo/I & Co [ig] i QB 383,119541 I All ER

s Br St Maegare9s Trusts Ltd [1958] 2 All ER 289; Wiltshire v Barrett [1966] i QB 312, [1965]2 All ER 271 Rogers 0 Dodd [1968] 2 All ER 22, [1968] z WLR 548; Fletcher v Budgen [i]2 All ER 1243 at 1247, [1974] , WLR 1056atIo6J-,062.
zo .4edrsonLtdVDcri.l[,g24] ' KB 1385! 147.

Si.th r 3fo.ahood (1845) 1 4 M & W 452 at 463. The mischief may also help to determine the
penalty itself- Kennedy v Sprati [1972] AC 83, [1971] , All ER 80. 'Or' interpreted as 'eithero: both': 

Federal Steam )arigation Co Lid, Department of Trade and !ndusty 1 1 9741 2 All ER gt,1 tc74) 1 \VLR5o5.



	

Statutory interpretation	 I

(4) The approach to statutes of a predominantly 'social' nature has been
anything but consistent. There have, however, been cases in which the judges
have taken a broad view of the background and policy of the statutes in

question'2.
() The 'Mischief Rule' is 

sometimes invoked in support of a literal inter-

pretation3.
(6) It has also been used in interpreting statutes giving effect to inter-

national treaties'°.

COMPROMISE APPROACH

Something can be said in justification of both the referential and purposive
approaches. A combination of the two has been suggested by Lord Devlin so
as to give effect to purpose so far as this can be ascertained from the rr'-aning
of the words used. 'I remain unconvinced' he said,

'that thre is anything basically wrong with the rule of construction that words
in a statute should be given their natural and ordinary meeting. The rule does
not insist on a literal interpretation or -

require the Construction of a statute

without regard to its manifest purpose".

Unfortunately, this does not resolve the difficulties. The 'natural and ordi-
nary meaning' is what presents difficulty, as has been pointed out. Secondly,
when is purpose 'manifest? If the natural and ordinary meaning would lead
to absurdity, such a result is manifestly not Parliament's purpose; so to this
extent Lord Devlin's statem.nt is akin to the 'Golden Rule'. The question is

how far beyond the statutory words a court may go in order to ascertain

purpose.

Use of extrinsic matarial

It has been remarked that judges are reluctant to venture outside the statute
for information as to its cont,.nts. The extent to which they do so is worth

reviewing.

(s) The preparatory materials of Pn Act, the travaux preperatoires, were

formerly taken into account more than they are now. The attitude of
Hengham Cj who admonished counsel that he knew best what an
enactment meant since he had helped to make it", should be con-
trasted with that of Lord Haisbury, who declined to deliver judgment

12 Howard de Walden r 1RC (1942] s KB 389 at 397, [1942] I All ER 237 at 289; Latilla o IRC

[193] AC 377 at 381, [19431 1 All ER 265 at 266 (social need for taxation); Summers 0

Sdford Corpn [1943] AC 283 at 293. (31 I All ER 68 at 7 2 (policy of the Housing Act

1936); Okereke v Brent London Borough Council [1967] i QB 42, (1966] 1 All ER 150 (Housing

Act 1961); Brown o Braib and Ambrose (1948] 2 KB 247 at 254, (1948] I All ER 922 (policy

of the Rent Restriction Acts); Lords Diplock and Simon in Jones Secretary ojscatefo" Soda!

So,rices [1972] AC944 211005, 1017-1018, [19721 tAllER i 	 at iSt, 190-19!.

13 R o Males [1962] 2 QB 500, (19611 All ER o5; Letang v Cooper (ig61 QB 232 at 240.

(1964) 2 All ER 92931933.

1 4 FathergW v Monarch Airlines Lid [1981] AC 251, [1980] 2 All ER 696.

15 Devlin Judges and Lawmakers' (1976 39 MLR i at 13.

16 YB 33 & 35 Edw t (Rolls Series) 82; and see p 169 ante.
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because he had participated in drafting the enactment concerned".
Even recourse to Hansard is not permitted". The modern attitude
dates from the second half of the eighteenth century", and there are
various explanationns for it. One might be the principle that courts will
not inquire into the legislative process. Another might be that the
reporting of debates was for long prohibited. Perhaps also the associa-
tion of statutes with other types of documents led to the extension of
the rule which excludes extrinsic evidence as to the Contents of docu-
ments. The vast and indeterminate nature of the inquiry, which the
admissibility of such matter would open up, has shed a discouraging
influence. 'These words may be ambiguous', said Viscount Sinsndr,
'but even if they are, the power and duty of the court to travel outside
them on a voyage of discovery are strictly limited'20.
Extrinsic considerations may be allowed, not to interpret the Act, but
to explain the state of the law at the time it was passed'. Thus,
Viscount Simon referred to the Report of the Law Revision Com-
mittee on contributory negligence, not in order to interpret the Law
Reform (Contributory Negligence) Act 1945, but to ascertain causa -
tion in relation to the 'last opportunity' rule'.
Schemes framed under a statute may not be consulted. They may,
however, be used to confirm the interpretation of the words of the
statute themselves3

17 Hzid,r v Dexter [Igos] AC 474 at	 In Lucy a WT Henley: Telegraph Works Co Lid [1970]
i QB 393 at 407, [1969] 3 All ER 456 at 465, Edmund Davies U, who was chairman of a
committee, .hose report led to the Limitation Act 1963, declined to look at his own report,
saying- Unfortunately -. that is an irrelevant consideration as the law is to be found not
in reports but in statutes'. See also Vaclte & Scat Lid, London Society of Compositcr: [tgi]AC 107 at 113, 126.

i8 HJm reProducioasL,d p jjami/,,11[,963J 1 A 19 1, [1982]1 All ER 1042.
19 Mill07 C Taylor (1769) s Burr 2303 at 2332; SaIkeldaJo/znson(,848) 2 Exch 256 at 220 M	 73.qor and St Mdlo.s RDC a Xetcport Carpi, [1952] AC 189 at 191, [1951] 2 All ER 839 at84 1. Lord Simon has supported the use of preparatory material in McMillan a Crouch [1972]3 All ER 6, at 76, [1972] 1 WLR 1102 at 1119; and 

Charter, Race Relations Board 1 1 91 AC868 at 900, [197 3 ] t All ER 512 at 527; but he has also pointed out certain difficul ties inEdiog London Borough Council a Race Relations Board 
[1972] AC 342 at 361, [1972] t All ER105 at 114. In Davis 0 Johnson [1979] AC 264, [1978] i All ER 841, Lord Denning MR

advocated the need to look at reports or other Iravaux prlparatcnres and confessed that he. had
done s.. .n order to elucidate the meaning of the provision under consideration; but his view
was repudiated by the House of Lords ([

i ] AC 264, [1978] 1 All ER 1132). In Firman
Ellis [1978] QB 886, [1978] 2 All ER 851, ?tc said that in construing a wholly new type

of provision he was entitled to consider the report of the Law Refocm Committee but his
view was repudiated by his brethren. If a statute incorporates without change a draft Billattac

hed to committee report to Parliament a majority in the House of Lords expressed
the view that the report

 might be looked at, at least for information as to the mischief and
the existing state of the Jaw:-International Lid  Papieru'erk€ Waldhof-AschafenbucgAG [ g ] AC591, [ 1 975] TAll ER 8,o.i TVgc
ral,er &Co Soits Lid, Lo,tdo,, Socie j, of Coinpotttors	 es,[' g '3J AC 107 at 113; Ass Rail,zaj andd15g Ltdt, !RC [igJ AC 445 at 452 Boj Andrew (Owners) , Sg RogrwaJ4' (Owners) [1948] AC 140 at 149, [1947] 2 All ER 350 at353; Lord Denning MR in Leta*g a Cooper [1965] 1 QB 232 at 240. [1964] 2 All ER 929 at933; Black-CLgwj05, International Ltd o Papieiwerhe Wa1ellof.Aschafenburg AG 1 1 9 751 AC[1975], All ER 81o.

3 Billing: cRud 
[1945] KB ii at i, [1944j 2 All ER 415 at 419; Howgate a Bagnall [1951] 1KB 265 at 274 ['so] SABER 1104 at Regulations made under powers conferred bythe words have been held to be inadmissible: Stephens a Cutkfield RDC [lg6oJ 2 QB 33,[1960] 2 All ER 716; Jackson, Hail [,g8o] AC 854, [1980]	 dAll ER '77; but BrittPacbngAanu tdre Go" Council ['963] 2 All £R 175. A Government White Paper has alsobeen held inadmissible: Katikiro of Bugan4 A.G [1960] 3 All ER 849.

(2)

(3)
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() 
International treaties, which have been given municipal effect by
statutes, may not be consulted if the wording of the statute is clear
and unambiguous', but if the statute itself refers to the treaty as the
authoritative text and its own wording would lead to absurdity or is
ambiguous, it is permissible to do so'. The use of travaux prèparatoires in
the interpretation tf statutes giving effect to treaties was considered
by the House of Lords in Fothergill v Monarch Airlines Ltd 

6 Lord Wil-
ber-force was prepared to consult such material only if it was public
and accessible and clearly pointed to a definite legislative intention.
Lord Diplock thought that courts should have regard to any material,
which the delegates to an international conference considered would
be available, to clarify possible ambiguities; 'a court', he said, 'may
even be under a constitutional obligation to do so'. Lord Scarman
said that since in the great majority of states preparatory material is
available as an aid to the construction of the particular treaty that
was being considered, and since such material is used in the practice
of international law generally, it should also be available to English
courts, but only if there is doubt or ambiguity in the statute, or if the
literal meaning appears to conflict with the purpose of the treaty.

A treaty will not cut down the scope of the plain and ordinary
meaning of words in a statute, which have a wider application than
the treaty'.

The European Economic Community Treaty stands in a class by
itself'. Lord Denning MR has said that British courts 'must follow the
European pattern. No longer must they examine the words in meti-
culous detail. No longer must they argue about the precise
grammatical sense. They must look to the purpose or intent. To quote
the words of the European Court in the Da Costa case; they must limit
themselves to deducing from "the wording and the spirit of the treaty
the meaning of the 'Community rules' ... They must not confine
themselves to the English text. They must consider, if need be, all the
authentic texts, of which there are now eight -. They must divine the
spirit of the treaty and gain inspiration from it. If they find a gap,
they must fill it as best they can. They must do what the framers of
the instrument would have clone if they had thought about it. So we
must do the same'9.

An indication as to how far this attitude may permeate through to
the interpretation of statutes giving effect to other treaties came when

4 Elierman Lines Ltd v Murray [it] AC I 26; IRC v Calico Deat&,gs Ltd [1962] AC t. [1961]

All ER 762; Raruick Film Productions Ltd v Eisinger [19'59] i Ch 3o8, [196713 All ER 367.

When the statute is ambiguous. see The Banco [igi] P 137, [1971] , All ER 524 .'.iedway,

Drydock and Engineering (oo The Andrea Ursula [19731 i QB 265. [19711 i AU ER 82 1. When

the treaty is ambiguous, see %facarth ys Ltd o Smith [197913 All ER 325, [ 1 9791 , WLR 1289.

yrene Co Lid,, Scindia Steam Navigation Co Ltd [1954] 2 QB 402 at 421. [ig.] 2 All ER 158

at lbs; R,cerstone Al eat Co Ply Ltd u Lancashire Shipping Co Lid [1961] AC 807. 119611 I All ER

495; Sal.,,non o'Cu.stoms and Excise Comes [ig6] 2 QB i 16, [1966] 3 All ER 871; Post Office v

Estuary Radio Ltd [1967] 3 All ER 663, 679, [1967] i WLR 847, 1396; Carocrafl Ltd o Pan

American Airways Inc [1969] I QB 6t6, [1969] a All ER 82.

6 [ig8I].AC2SI,[198o]2 All ER 696.
The Vo,w/wte, Owners of the Vessel h'orwhole o Ministry of Defence [t] QB 589, [ 1 975 1 2 All

ER sot.
8 See pp 104 Ci seq. ante.
9 !IPBa.l,ner LzdoJ Bollinger SA [1974] Ch 401,1197412 ..'dl ER 1226 at 1237-1238
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the Court of Appeal said that in construing an Act like the Carriage
of Goods by Road Act 1965 the Court should apply the rules used by
the courts of the countries - which are parties to the treaty, not the
traditional canons of English construction, such as the ejusdem generis
rule'°.

(5) Prior and subsequent legislation may be resorted to where both are
laws on the same subject, or in pad maleria, as it is put, and the portion
of the statute under consideration is 'fairly and equally open to diverse
meanings', and the Act which is called in aid must itself be unambi-
guous". Sometimes a statute may provide that a provision or provi-
sions in it shall be construed as part of some other statute. In such a
case the two parts must be construed as if they are contained in a
single Act, but even so the later Act may not be used to interpret the
clear terms of the earlier Act".

(6) The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council has referred to extra-
neous matter more frequently than English tribunals. So in British Coal
Corpn ii R'3 it examined the resolutions of the Commonwealth Confer-
ence in order to interpret the Statute of Westminster 1931, and in
Edwards o A-G for Canada" it consulted a report in Hansard of. a
Parliamentary debate. In Patel v Comptroller of Customs" it took account
of the interpretation of similar legislation in other parts of the Com-
monwealth, and in Dullewe v Dullewe' 6 it consulted the report of a
commission on the mischief to be remedied.

It will thus be apparent that English courts have been on the whole
reluctant to look outside the statute. This attitude is castigated by some
writers as a needless fetter. There are, no doubt, occasions when a rigid
attitude does lead to odd results. Nevertheless, the criticism can be over-
estimated. It may be contended that once extraneous considerations are
allowed, there is no limit to the inquiry, but this is also an argument which
can be carried too far. There is some evidence that the contrary practice
elsewhere is not wholly satisfactory, and experience has shown that all such
extrinsic material is less helpful than had been supposed. In America the
suspected insertion by astute politicians of colouring matter into Congress
debates and the proceedings of committees with a view to persuading the

to j Buchanan & Co Ltd v Babco Forwarding & Shipping (UK) Ltd ['g77] QB 2A 119771 i All
ER 518; affd on other grounds [1978] AC 1 1 9771 3 All ER 1048. For the difficulty
when there are conflicting foreign interpretations, see Ulster-Swift Ltd and Pig Marketing Board
(Northern Ireland) o Tawijon Meat Haulage Lid, Fransen Transport icy (Third Par(y) [ 1 97713 AllER 64!, [1977] 1 '&VLR 625.

ii & Marinanaway [ig,] AC 161 at 177. For use of prior statutes, see  a Titterton [1895] 2
QB 61 at 67. For use of subsequent statutes, see Rolle a Whyte (1868) LR 3 QB 286 at 300;
Ferdoth Investment Trust Co Lid a IRC 1194512 All ER 140 at i, Kirkness (Inspector of Taxes)
rjahn Hudson & Co Ltd	 AC 696, 1 1 9551 2 All ER 345; Crowe (Valuation Officer) a Lloyds
Brth.cA Testing Co Ltd [i96o] i QB 592 [1960] i All ER 4 1 i ; Ealing London Borough Council
Rnc.r Relations Board [19721 AC 342 at 362, [1972] i All ER 105 at 115.

2 Sc.r.dersan v IRC [1956] AC 491, [1956] , All ER ,; Kirksess (Inspector of Taxes) a John Hudson
& Co Ltd [g] AC 60,	 s All ER 345; John 14'alsl, Lid a Sheffield City Council and
T,cniea 1 1 95713 All ER 353. Interpretation of consolidating statutes: R a Heron [1982] , All
ER 93, [1982] 1 \VLR	 statutory code: Pioneer Aggregates (UK)Ltd a Secretary of State for
the Enrtronment[i984J AC 132, [1984] 2 All ER 358.

13 [ic1 35] AC 500.
14 [ 1 93o]AC 124 at 143.	 -
15 [i966AC 356, [1965)3 All ER	 -
6 [r6g]s AC 313, [1969]2 WLR 8,,.



Stalutorj inlerpiclat ion 181

courts to take a certain view of a statute when it has been passed is proving
to be something of an embarrassment, and, apart from that, matter can be
extracted from preliminary discussions of legislation which could support
-almost any interpretation. It should also be borne in mind that the amor-
phous composition of a legislative body compels a tribunal to address itself
to what the enactment means, not what particular persons may have meart
Notwithstanding these factors, there is a residue of force in the criticisms. It
is suspected that these are all ultimately directed at the attitude of the courts.

JUDICIAL ATTITUDE

It will have become evident that the vagaries of statutory interpretation
reflect differences in the spirit of approach rather than in rules". Much
depends on whether judges read statutes in a restrictive or liberal spirit. The
difference is vividly illustrated by contrasting the following utterances in the
same case:

'We sit here' said Denning U (as he was then) 'so:find Out the intention of
Parliament and of Ministers and carry it out, and we do this better by filling
in the gaps and making sense of the enactment than by opening it up to
destructive analysis".

When the case went up to the House of Lords, Viscount Simonds sharply
disapproved of what Denning LJ had said.

'This proposition which re-states in a new form the view expressed by the lord
justice in the earlier case of Seaford Court Estates Ltd c Asher (to which the lord
justice himself refers), cannot be supported. It appears to me to be a naked
usurpation of the legislative function under the thin disguise of interpretation.
and it is the less justifiable when it is guesswork with what material the legis-
lature would, if it had discovered the gap, have filled it in. Ifs gp is disclosed.
the remedy lies in an amending Act".

Yet, in another case Viscount Simonds himself asserted in ringing tones the
power, and indeed duty, ofjudges to-€d4-in gaps in the common law without
waiting for Parliament.

'When Lord Mansfield, speaking long after the Star Chamber had been abol-
ished, said that the Court of King's Bench was the csstos ,norum of the people
and had the superintendence of offences contra bonos forts, he was asserting, as
I now assert, that there is in that court a residual power, where no statute has
yet intervened to supersede the common law, to superintend those offences
which are prejudicial to the public welfare ... But gaps remain and will always
remain since no one can foresee every way in which the wickedness of mars
may disrupt the order of society . - - must we wait until Pa'rliament finds time
to deal with such conduct? I say, my Lords, that if the common law is powerless
in such an event, then we should no longer do her reverance. But I say that

See cg Jones c Secreiarj oJ Stato for Social Sercices [19721 AC 944 at 966, 996, 1024. [972] I

All ER 145 at 149, 174, 196, per Lords Reid, Pearson and Simon.
18 ).fagsn' and St .',fello,u RDC v jVezvport Corp" [195o] 2 All ER 1226 at 1236. See also Escoi-'i

Pries Ltd  IRC [,958[ AC 549 at 565, [1958] I All ER 406 at ,tuiniitiy of Housing and

L.xal Gotemment v Sharp [1970]2 QB 223 at 264. [1970] i All ER 1009 at 1015.

19 [1952] AC i89 at 191, [,g,i] s All ER 839 at For a suggestion that Denning U .ss
referring to 'linguistic' gaps, not 'substantive' gaps, see Montrose The Treatment of Statutes
by Lord Denning' in Precedes! in English Law (ed Hanburv) ch g.
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her hand is still powerful and that it is for Her Majesty's judges to play the
part which Lord Mansfield pointed out to them'°.

The reason for this difference in attitude seems obvious. Judicial sympathy
is more likely to be forthcoming with enactments touching on 'common
lawyers' law' than with those concerning welfare and other social schemes.
Whereas judges have a complete understanding of the problems and back-
ground of the former, they are in the main unfamiliar with the latter, due
partly to the legal training of lawyers, both at universities and professionally.
In view of the present day increase in legislative activity, judges are more
and more concerned with statute interpretation, which has overshadowed
the slower process of judicial reform.of the common law. Even common law
rclorrn has come mainly via statute, so it is not surprising that statutes
reforming common law receive more imaginative treatment at the hands of
the courts than social reform statutes. A good example is the contrast be-
tween the judicial interpretation of housing legislation and the property
legislation of 1925, which is but an aspect of the broader fact that judges are
on the whole less ready to handle social doctrines and policies in the same
spirit as traditional common law material. The common law is, after all, the
creature of the judges, which is why, as Lord Devlin admitted, 'Judges, I
have accepted, have a responsibility for the common law, but in my opinion
they have none for statute law; their duty is simply to interpret and apply it
and not to obstruct".

A restrictive attitude to statute does not always coincide with literal inter-
pretation as opposed to broad construction, nor vice versa. A restrictive desire
may, for example, induce a tribunal to place a construction upon the pro-
vision in question quite other than what the plain meaning of the words
would c uggest. In Roberts v Hopwood" statutory power had been conferred
upon a local authority to pay such wages 'as they may think fit'. The plain
meaning of these words, one would suppose, is that the widest discretion
shall be conferred. Yet the House of Lords, in the interests of a more equit-
able distribution of the financial burden among the inhabitants of the local-
ity, felt disposed to cut down the apparently unlimited scope of the discretion
by interpreting 'as they may think fit' to mean 'as they may reasonably think
fit', and so enabling itself to decide what was 'reasonable'. The wage itself
and the equality of wages for men and women were held to be unreasonable
and the scheme was pronounced void. In Liversidge v Anderson' the question
turned on whether a regulation to the effect that the Home Secretary had to
have 'reasonable cause to believe' meant 'reasonable' in his opinion or in the
opinion of the court. The House of Lords here, unlike the previous case,
decided that it was for the Home Secretary, and not the tribunal, to decide
the reasonableness of the grounds. The change in the judicial attitude was
no doubt prompted by the war emergency and a desire not to hinder ex-
ecutive action at such a time. After the war the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council in Xakkuda All v Jayaratne 4 returned to an interpretation similar
to that in Roberts v Hopwood, while in Prescott v Birmingham CoT/rn 5, the Court

20 Shazz r DPP[i962] AC 220 at 268, [ig6i] 2 All ER .6 at 452-453.
i Devtin 'Judges and Lawmakers' (1976) 39 MLR i at p 13-
2 [1925]AC578.

[z9.çz]AC 206, 1 1 94 1 13 All ER 338.
4 [1951] AC 66.
5 [19S5]Ch2lO,[1954]3 All ER6
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of Appeal declared unreasonable the provision of free travel facilities for
elderly persons by the Corporation, which was acting under statutory power
to charge such fares 'as they thought fit'. In Ross-Clunis v Papadopoullos6 a
regulation required that a local commissioner should 'satisfy himself' that the
inhabitants of a local area had appreciated the nature of the inquiry that
had to be held before the imposition of a collective fine. The Judicial Com-
mittee, while agreeing that it was sufficient for the commissioner to be satis-
fied in his own mind, nevertheless expressed the opinion that a court might,
if there were no grounds, review the honesty or reasonableness of the view
formed by the commissioner. Turning to another context, judicial dislike led
to construction as well as interpretation of s 4 of the Statute of Frauds 1677.
The attitude of the judges was generally approved and no regret was ex-
pressed when in 1954 the Law Reform (Enforcement of Contracts) Act
dispatched the substantial portion of the section to history with no scruple
or apology. These examples show that the method employed, whether of
interpretation or construction, depends very much on the attitude of the
court towards the legislative provision in queston. The factors that influence,
and have in the past influenced, its attitude have been discussed.

CONCLUSIONS

First, judges are reluctant to intrude into Parliament's job. With case law
they create their own texts as they proceed (rationes decidendi) and play vari-
ations on their interpretation. With statutes they only play more limited
variations on textstexts created by Parliament.

Secondly, an inescapable corollary of the demand that judges should be
more helpful to Parliament in their treatment of statutes is that a measure of
creativeness has to be conceded to them. As Lord Diplock said:

'By intervening to change the common law Parliament has relegated the courts
within this field to the lesser role of interpreting the written law that Parliament
has enacted; but the power to state authoritatively what the words that Parlia-
ment has used mean for the purposeuf applying them to particular circum-
stances necessarily involves a power in the courts to make law even though this
be, in the phrase ofJustice 0 %V Holmes, but interstitially".

Thirdly, statutes should be thought of in a continuum, which would make
functional considerations an integral part of the whole problem of their
application.

Fourthly, such application requires that information should be provided
about the context of the provision. Statutes are no longer the minor depar-
tures from common law that they used to be; they now inaugurate new
policies and social experiments. It is not possible to give these sympathetic
consideration without some appreciation of their background. Some statutes
may have no single or readily discoverable policy; yet, the rigid exclusion of
all extrinsic material does seem to be undesirable, however hard it might be
to set limits to the kind of material that should be admitted. On the other
hand, one should not overlook the problem confronting judges, nor the
sobering experience of countries which have admitted such material. A rule

6 [1958] 2 Ali ER 23 especially at 32-33.
7 Geelong Harbor Trust Comrs u Gibbs Brigh.2 & Co 1 1 974 AC 8io at 819, ['il 2 WLR 507 at

5!3.
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of inclusion might well be as hampering as a rule of exclusion, and the matter
may be better left, after all, to judicial discretion. On the occasions when
judges have exercised it their efforts have, on the whole, met with success.
Objection is levelled at cases in which they might as easily have exercised a
similar discretion, but did not.

The information that could be provided is two-fold, in the words of the
Law Commission, descriptive and motivating. Descriptive information ex-
plains the problem. In this connection legislators might perhaps give some
thought to attaching explanatory memoranda to statutes. An important ex-
ample of this is the Commentary accompanying the highly successful Uni-
form Commercial Code in America, which cannot be understood fully with-
out the Commentary. The experiment of the 'Brandeis Brief' in America is
another device which should be considered. This consists of evidence as to
the problem, derived from statistics, reports, practice, psychiatric and socio-
logical analyses and the like. It was first eriiployed by Mr Brandeis, later a
judge of the Supreme Court, when he appeared as counsel', and has since
become accepted practice in constitutional cases. There is the danger, how-
ever, of increasing costs and the question of whether an undue advantage
might lie with the party who can afford to engage the best experts. Motivating
information gives reasons for the measure, and in this connection the admis-
sion of the Parliamentary history of a measure had been a much discussed
issue'. It has its dangers". As pointed out, unscrupulous politicians might be
tempted to introduce colouring matter into debates with a view to influenc-
ing the courts. Apart from that, a statute is the product of the interplay of
several factors. The mere records of debates and such like do not indicate
the effect of this interplay on the minds of the legislators. Also, parliamentary
history presents its own problem. The older a statute is, the more outdated
its context. Should courts interpret it according to its historical context, even
if this no longer obtains, or according to modern needs? If it is the latter,
then the Parliamentary history is useless".

Fifthly, it is submitted that the doctrine of stare dedsis should not be applied
to statute interpretation and indeed judges themselves have occasionally
deprecated it' s. Stare decisis works with case law because the 'statement of
facts- reasons-decision' combination lends itself to variation so that the ratiodeczdendi of a case can be adapted; the process is one of making different
statements of fact out of some unique, non-verbal event. With statute this is
not the case. No facts and reasons are given, and the question is what
different interpretations can be placed upon a given statement. The ratio of

8 Miller V Oregon 208 US 412 (1907). See also Frankfurter's brief in Bunting v Oregon 243 US
426 (19I6); Adkins a Children', Hospital 261 US 525 (is) (overruled in West Coast Hotel Co
V Parrtsh 300 US 379(i)); Brow,, , Board of Education 347 US 483 (194).

g Sagnata Investments Led a 	 wk/, Corp. 1 1 97 1 1 2 QB 614 at 623, [ 1 97 1 ] 2 All ER 1441 at'444.
10 Ealing London Borough Council a Race Rdatwn, Board [1972] AC 342 at 361, 119721 I All ERalt 14; Dockers Labour Club and Jnstitvj.e Lid a Race Relations Board [iti] 3 All ER 592 at6o,.
ii In R r Bow Road Justices, ex p Adedigba [1g68J 2 QB 572, [1968] 2 All ER 89. the court

preferred the modern context. On Parliamentary history, see the. Law Commission The
interpretation of Statutes pp 31-37.

12 Eg in Wright a Wa/ford [i,] i QB 363 at 374-375, [i] r All ER 207 at 210; PaisnerGoodrich [ 1 955] s QB 353 at 358, [ 1 955] 2 All ER 330 at 332 (revsd 1 1 9571 AC 6, (196]2 All ER 176); Bewlaj (Tobacconists) Lid a British Bata Shoe Co Ltd [1958] 3 All ER 652 at655; Ogden Industries P.y Ltd0 Luca4 [I969] i All ER 121 at 126.
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a decision concerning statute interpretation is thus totally different from that
of a non-statute law decision13.

Sixthly, drafting techniques are better than they used to be. Nothing can
ease the despairing complexities caused by poor draftsmanship. It is, Cf

course, unfair to hold legislators always at fault, but, on the other hand
judicial impatience with some choice pieces of legislative obscurity can well
be understood. Criticism by judges could be of valuable assistance to Parlia-
ment, since they know best the practical shortcomings of the statutes which
they have to apply". Drafting technique has not only improved, but has
changed. Statutes are not now drafted in as much detail as they used to be
in the last century, a factor which gave an additional filip to the literal
approach. The more generously worded provisions of modern statutes invite
a more liberal approach.

A further point is that statutes are designed to control behaviour and, like
every communication, involve an author,a medium and an audience"'. They
are not addressed solely, or even primarily, to judges. The task of the judge
is to see whether or not X's actual behaviour came within the statutory
prescription. Interpretation has thus to be performed, not only by judges,
but also by those whose behaviour is being regulated. This requires that the
language used should be graded to suit the type of audience that is likely to
be primarily involved, eg the language of traffic laws should be graded to
Suit the driver in the street; but not the language of company laws, for here
the ordinary person will normally seek professional advice, and it is sufficient
if such laws contemplate an expert audience' 

6.

Seventhly, legislators might perhaps give more thought than they do to
the remedy in relation to the mischief. In particular, it would be helpful if
they provide examples of the sort of thing that is designed to be covered".
Arguing by analogy from such examples should have a powerful appeal to
judges, who are well versed in this technique of reasoning.

Finally, a suggestion has been made that different methods of interpreta-
tion should be applied to different types of statutes". - This does not appear

13 In R a Bow Road Justices, ex p Adedigba (see n ii supra) stare decisis was not applied and a

decision ii8 years old was rejected. Where there is conflicting interpretation of a statute,
the preponderant interpretation should be followed in the interests of consistency: Re Electrisni

installations at Exeter Hospital Agreement [ig7i] I All ER 347, [1970] t WLR 1391.

14 Eg Tresillian a Exeter Corps (1854) 5 Dc GM & G 828; Fell a Burcl,ett (187) 7 E & B 537 at

Wan/sic Colliery Coo IRC [1922] 2 AC 5! at 7 i; LCC a Lees ['939] i All ER 191 at 194;

Langford Property Co Lid  Batten [1951] AC 223 at 23!, [195o]2 All ER 1079 at 1080; Cu.stanv.s

and Excise Comrs u Top Ten Promotions Ltd [1969] 3 All ER 39 at 93, 95. [1969] i WLR 1163

at 1175. 1178; Merkur Island Shipping Corp's a Laiaghtsn [19831 SAC o at 612, [1983] 2 All

ER 189 at 198-1g9 See also the First Report of the Statute Law Commissioners 1835.
Denning LJ has put the case for both sides very fairly: Seaford Court Estates Ltd a Asher [19491

2 KB 481 at 499, [sg.] s All ER 155 at 164 (on appeal [igo] AC 5 08 , [1950] 1All ER
io,8); and in his Presidential Address to the Holdsworth Club igop 10.

13 Dickerson The Fundamentals of Legal Drafting p 19.
16 Modern statutes are drafted by professional legal draftsmen and intended to be read and

understood by professional lawyers': per Lord Diplock in Preotcold (Central) Ltd a Minister of

Labour [1969] i All ER 69 at 75, 119691 i WLR 89 at 96; and Lord Simon in Mau"sell a

Olias [19751 AC 373 at 39 1 , [19751 , All ER 16 at 26. See also the remark by the Law

Commission The Interpretation of Stat utes p 3.
17 Lord Denning in Escoign Properties Ltd a JRC [1958] AC 549 at 6-66, [198] t All ER

406 at 414. See also London Transport Executiz'e o Bets [1959] AC 253 at 240, 119581 2 All ER
636 at 6i. Examples are incorporated into sections of the Consumer Credstct 1974, and-

the Torts (Interference with Goods) Act 1977.
IS Friedmann Low inn Changing Society pp 34 et seq; Judge, Politics and the Law' (1951) 29

Can BR pp 825-834; Legal Theory pp 431-462-
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to be workable, for difficulties are bound to arise as to how a particular/
statute is to be classified and how one should treat a statute of a hybrid
character. Classification wiil help very little, for the heart of the matter rests
in tht attitude of the judges.
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CHAPTER 9

Custom

The term 'custom' is used in a variety of senses: local custom, usage (some-
times known as conventional custom), general custom and the custom of the
courts. The first thre will be considered here; the fourth relates to precedent

and stare decisis, which have been dealt with. There are also allusions, espe-
cially in the early records, to the custom of the realm or general custom,
which, on examination, appear to refer to the custom of the courts. For
instance, it was said in one case that a man, who negligently failed to control
his fire so that it spread to his neighbour's house, was answerable according
to 'the law and custom of the realm". It is not easy to see which custom was
being referred to. If it was the award of damages, then that would be more
appropriately regarded as resting on the custom of the courts.

Customs are of slow growth. When a person has been doing a thing
regularly over a substantial period of time, it is usual to say that he has
grown accustomed to doing it. His habit may not concern anyone but him-
self, or at most only those within his immediate circle. When a large section
of the populace are in the habit of doing a thing over a very much longer
period, it may become necessary for courts to take notice of it. The reaction
of people themselves may manifest itself in mere unthinking adherence to a
practice which they follow simply because it is done. Indeed, M Tarde found
in sheer imitation the drive behind the evolution of all practices, from passing
fashions to abiding customs. People's reaction may go further and develop
into a conviction that a practice should continue to be observed, because
they approve of it as a model of behaviour. It is the latter that is of interest,
since it raises the question of how factual occurrences develop into prescrip-
tive models of behaviour, which was dealt with earlier'. Many such models
spring up in society, but not all of them are 'laws', eg that of wearing black
at funerals. The question is when and in what circumstances the label 'lai'
comes to be attached to an 'ought' resting on practices. Historical and an-

thropological inquiries into the influence of custom on social and legal de-
velopment will be considered later4. In considering the lawconstitutiVe
character of practices, it is necessary to distinguish between local customs,
usages and general custom.

LOCAL CUSTOMS

Customs of particular localities are capable of being recognised as laws in

derogation of the common law s. Their acceptance by the courts is hedged

i Beaulieu o Finglam (1401) YB 2 Hen 4J18, pi 6.

2 Tarde Let Lois de I'Imita!ioit (trans E C Parsons).

3 See pp 58-59 ante-
4 See chi8pust.

This seems to be the sense in which Coke referred to custom: Co Lilt i lob.
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by a number of condi tions which have been evolved by the judiciary. The
geographical limits, too, within which they are allowed to operate need
precise definition. To make sense of these conditions it is essential that they
should be considered in the perspective of time. The traditional presentation
of them on a flat canvas as if they were co-eval produces a contra dictory
and confusing picture, which has raised unnecessary problems. Classic
accounts will be found in Blackstone's Commentaries', and in more modern
investigations by Sir Carleton Allen and Mr Salt'.

When custom is considered as an evolutionary phenomenon, the first ques-
tion is why it came to be accepted by courts as a law-constitutive medium
in the first place. There are two answers. Before the common law had filled
out, the itinerant justices had to find the law somehow. In the absence of a
code, local customs usually were the only available guides and the justices
were glad to avail themselves of these. By doing this they also helped to win
local confidence in the Royal system ofjiistice. For local people had built up
expectations based on local practices and to have ignored these would have
caused injustice. The only question with which the judges of old were con-
cerned was whether a practice exerted sufficient local pressure to be accept-
able to them. At that date the necessary conditions, which had to be fulfilled,
were obvious

(i) The custom had to possess a sufficient measure of antiquity. 'Sufficient'
means today that it must have existed since before z 1898, but this wasby no means the original interpretation. For instance, Professor Pluck-
nett quotes Azo (d 1230) who said

'A custom can be called long if it was introduced within ten or twenty
Nears, rely long if it dates from thirty years, and ancient if it dates from fortyyears".

The way this requirement works now is that the onus of proving
antiquity is upon the person who sets up the custom, but his task is
helped by a presumption of existence since before i 189 on proof of the
existence of the custom for a substantial period. The burden of rebut-
ting it then lies on the other party'°.

(s The custom must have been enjoyed continuously. This refers, not to
the active exercise of the custom, but rather to its assertion". -

(3. The custom must have been enjoyed 'as ot right', nec vi nec clam necPrecario". For without this there is no evidence that it exerts obligatory
pressure to conform.

(4 The custom must be certain and precise".
6 BI Corn 1 pp 7-9

7 Al-"n Law in the Making chs 1-2; Salt 'Local Ambit of a Custom' in Cambridge Legal EssaysP 279.

8 Tc first year of the reign of Richard I and the start of the Plea Rolls. The date was
css5lished to accord with the period of limitation set by the Statute of Westminster 1275,for the bringing ofw-rits of right.

a Pl-^-knettA Concise Hisio,y oft/se Cc'rsmon Law p 308.to Ss ' c;,n c iVells (1872) LR 7 QB 214; Bryant v Foot (1868) LR 3 QB 49; Iceagh o Martin[l u :l QB 232, [I960] 2 All ER 668; Egerton v Harding 1 1 9751 QB 62, [1974] 3 All ER68
Mrier r Denne [igo.] 2 Ch	 JIyld a Silver [1963] Ch 243, [1962] 3A11 ER 309; Enter a.5k-re/Is ' 1 959) 173 Estates Gazette g; Yew Wis'Ijor Corps sMeller [ 1 97] Ch 380, [1975]3 AS ER

12 A115 v Colchester Corpn (1867) LR 2 CP 476; Alfred F Beckett Lid v Lyoits [1967] Ch g,[i(iJ , All ER 833, 839.
13 Brnrd/ent r li'slks 0742) \Vjlles 360 11f1l,,, p Willes (1806) 7 East 121.
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(5) The custom had to be consistent with other customs in The same area.
The fact that it conflicted with local customs elsewhere did not matter.
For if a custom was a departure from the common law itself, it could
equally well diverge from some other local departure.

It is not enough t stop with the original acceptance of local customs; it
is necessary also to investigate under what conditions they continued to be
accepted. As time went on the original reasons disappeared and the altered
state of affairs introduced even more restrictive conditions.

i. The common law filled out and more and more statutes appeared on
the statute book. There was then no longer the same need as before to seek
guidance in local customs, and so arose the limiting condition that custom
should not infringe 'fundamental rules of the common law"', or conflict with
statute. Who decides what is a 'fundamental rule'? The answer is: the court.
It is in the very nature of local custom to derogate from the common law,
but the condition is that it should not contravene a 'fundamental rule'. The
distinction between what is an ordinary and what is a fundamental rule is
clearly of such vagueness that it gives courts considerable discretion over the
admission of local customs. Even in the earliest times, although they used to
find much of the law locally, they were also concerned to give effect to the
Royal policy of centralising its development and administration. Therefore,
side by side with their readiness to accept local customs, they also kept an

eye on securing a measure of overall consistency. The latter aim only began

to inhibit the acceptance of local customs when the overall picture Filled out,
and it is at this stage that the vague condition under consideration came to

be articulated.
2. With the development of travel and communication local areas ceased
to be isolated, which led to a progressive shrinking of what was understood
to be 'local'. According to Mr Salt, this means that 'it has for its scope a
class of persons limited by inhabitancy and a right whose subject matter lies
in the same defined district". If the ambit of the rule is widened in respect
of either the class of persons or the subject matter of the claim, it cannot exist
as a local custom but must be a rule of common law, or not law at

all.
. Finally, as pointed out before, an essential condition of the continued

acceptance of any criterion of validity is that it should be adaptable to
changing ideas. The introduction of reasonableness as a condition of the
acceptability of local customs has virtually sapped them of vitality, for it is
the courts who pronounce on what is reasonable.' Theoretically, they should
decide the question according to the standards of ii8g, and this is indeed
the test sometimes adopted. More often, however, it would appear that they
judge reasonableness by the contemporary standards of the time when the
case comes to be heard". The point is that, if the courts adopt a contem-
porary standard for reasonableness, they are largely undermining the asser-
tion that the custom is binding on them and that they are bound to enforce

14 Ta*utiy Case (i608) Day I?. 28;JoFmson ,, Clark [19081 1	 3°3

1 5 Sal: p 279, after an examination of the cases; New Windsor Corjni D Mdar [i] Ch 380,

19751 All ER 44.
16 Cross does not think that the discretion is unlimited: Precedent in Engluh Lair pp 158-159.

17 Biyeni r Foot (1868) LR 3 QB 97; Atfud F Beckett Lid P Ljaiis [1967 Ch g, (1967] 1 All

ER 833, 839 (unreasonable in 1189). Cl Lawrence u MicA (1868) LIt 3 QB 521. Sec also

Tard.strj Case (r6o8) Day IR 28.
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it, and are in effect subordinating it to judicial discretion. If reasonableness
is judged by the standards of 1189, then it can be argued with some force
that the test of reasonableness is only evidential of the existence of the custom'
from time immemorial, for if it was not reasonable in 1189, it probably did
not exist then. According to this view, the courts do not exercise any vital
discretion over the admission of a custom on grounds of reasonableness,
but only use that test to help in deciding whether was in existence in 1189.
Dicta can be found to support both sides.

LOCAL CUSTOM AS 'LAW'

Customs are undeniably a 'source' of law in the sense that they have provided
material for other law-constitutive agencies, such as legislation and prece-
dent. Whether they are of themselves law-constitutive has been debated; in
other words, is a practice 'law' only when statute or precedent stamps it as
such, or is it able to stamp itself when the necessary conditions are satisfied?
It is submitted that the failure to separate the two time-frames of thought
has led to a fruitless controversy in this regard. For the changing attitudes of
the judges over centuries present an irreconcilable picture if they are all
viewed as something given at any particular moment of time, and pose a
problem which is incapable of a tidy solution. On the one hand, judges say
that they are bound by custom, and this derives support from the fact that
local customs are essentially derogations from the common law, from which
they will not deviate unless compelled to do so. On the other hand, their
liberty to throw out customs, which they regard as unreasonable or as con-
traversing some fundamental principle of the common law, appears to belie
their words. It is impossible to say beforehand whether a judge will follow a
given custom or not, yet once he has decided to follow it he says 'that he does
so because he is bound by it. This point was perceived byJethro Brown, who
observed that

'What judges do, and what they profess to do, are not always the same, and the
latter is only evidence of the former—often very misleading evidence".

Austin approached the matter a priori on the basis of his definition of a
law as the command of a sovereign backed by sanction. Custom accordingly
cannot be law of itself; but only by virtue of sovereign command, wnich
might be express, as in the form of a statute, or 'tacit', which can be seen
when a judicial decision recognising a custom is carried out". If this were
so, 'ater courts should not be concerned with the custom at all but only with
the precedent. Yet they do Continue to interest themselves in the custom
itself. Allen took the opposite view. Custom is law of itself because a court
will recognise and accept it as such". Moreover, a local custom is a variation
of the common law, and a judge does not depart from the common law
unless constrained by law to do so. Against this, there is the substantial
discretion which judges exercise in accepting or rejecting custom, which
makes it difficult to maintain that they are bound to accept as law something
over which they exercise such extensive control. Buckland proffered tile
solution that the position is analogous to the law of contract. Here, what is
law is not a particular contract, but the statement of the characteristics
18 frown TA€AILS&dWI Theories !fLazrp3IO
:g Austin LecturesOn Jurisprudence I,pp 101-103.20 Men Law in the Making pp 152 et Seq.
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which a contract should possess before it will be accepted. So, too, in the
case of custom 'what is law is not the custom but the statement of the
characteristics which it must have". The analogy, it is submitted is false.
For, even if it is usual to say that the terms of a particular contract are not
'law', it is certainly usual to say that a particular custom is 'law' for those
who come within its ambit. The phrase 'law of contract' undoubtedly refers
to the statement of the characteristics which contracts should possess and not
to particular contracts as law-constitutive in themselves, whereas with custom
the question is precisely whether a given custom is itself law-constitutive. In
short, it is not the 'law of custom' that is under review, but customs as
'laws' 2.

When customs are considered as the products of development over time
the problem disappears. There is no doubt that in the early days customs
were accepted as law-constitutive because, in the absence of other guidance,
judges were glad to avail themselves of them. With the expansion of the
common law and legislation, there was less and less need to turn to them,
and judicial control over their admission became ughter, thereby reducing
their law-constitutive potentiality to vanishing point. Indeed, one might say
squarely that as the original reasons for accepting them no longer obtain,
they should now cease to be regarded as law-constitutive. Courts, however,
still pay lip-service to their force even while exercising such extensive control.
The question, therefore, is why they do this. Judges say that they are bound
because they feel bound, and this feeling is preserved through the language
of bygone times when they used to say they were bound because they had
little or no choice in the matter. So gradual was the process by which they
came to acquire their control that at no point of time in all that development
were they themselves conscious of the change. So they continued to talk, and
still talk, the language of the past, and it is this that perpetuates the feeling
of being bound. In the result, it might be said that local custom was a law-
constitutive agency in the past and remains potentially so today, but that
the likelihood of its operation is now very small. When looked at in this
way, the controversy whether or not custom is 'law' ex proprio vigore does not

arise'.

USAGES

Society is never still. As it develops it moves away from the letter of the law
by evolving practices that may influence or simply by-pass existing rules.
Such practices only acquire the label 'laws' when incorporated into statute
or precedent, but they have immeasurably greater significance and operation
apart from this.

One sphere is in contract. If transactions in a particular trade, or of a
particular kind in a particular locality, have long been carried on subject to
a certain understanding between the parties, it Is but natural that in the
course of time everyone in the trade, or in the locality, who carries on such
transactions, will assume that they will be done in the light of this under-
standing, if nothing is said to the contrary. Since one of the purposes of law

i Buckland Sonse Refi€aioni on Jurisprudence p 55.

2 For other objections, see Cross Precedent is English Law pp 159-160.
3 It maybe useful at this point to turn to the theory of Savigny, who based all law on custom

as the expression of the spirit of the people: see ch iS post.
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is to uphold the settled expectations of men, courts sometimes incorporate
these settled conventions as terms of the con tract4.

The following conditions have to be satisfied before they will do so:

(i) The usage must be so well established as to be notorious. No particular
period of longevity, however, is necessary to satisfy this requirement
of notoriety5.

(2) The usage cannot alter the general law of the land, whether statutory
or common law. Usage derives its force from its incorporation into an
agreement and, therefore, can have no more power to alter the law
than express agreement.

(3) The usage will have to be a reasonable one'.
() It need have no particular scope. Usages may be, and usually are,

limited to a trade or locality, but they may be common to the whole
country, or even be international.

() The usage will not be enforced in a particular ease if it purports to
nullify or vary the express terms of the contract. Its sole function is to
imply a term when the contract is silent. The parties cannot be un-
derstood to have contracted in the light of a usage which they have
expressly contradicted'.

The operation of such conventional usages is also an illustration of the
potency of practice in influencing other law-constitutive processes. At first
courts insist on specific proof of some usage, then when it becomes notorious
they may take judicial notice of it, and finally it may be embodied in statute.
Usages are thus not 'laws' a proprio vigore. Buckland's suggestion, which was
considered in the previous context, seems more appropriate here: what is
'law' is not usage, but the statement of the characteristics which it should
possess.

Besides commercial usages, there are other kinds of practices that produce
divergences from the norms prescribed by laws: For instance, developing
skills and techniques, or the introduction of some new kind of machinery,
may induce workmen to ignore some pre-existing safety regulation, which in
time becomes a dead letter. Behavioural study of what Ehrlich called the
'living law', ie norms of conduct that actually govern behaviour, is of the
profoundest importance in keeping 'formal law' abreast of the times and in
understanding how it ope . ites, or fails to operate, in society'.

GENERAL CUSTOM

It has long been commonplace in English judicial pronouncements that a
custom prevailing throughout the land and existing since before i 18g, is part
of the common law'. This identity between general custom and the common

Hwtonr Warren (1836) ' M & W466.
5 E.clern Counties Building SodetJ v R,.stell [ 1 9] s MI ER 734. See also the speech of LordOHagan in Tucker vLinger (1883)8 App Ca, 508.
6 Twdzrr Linger (l883)8 App ca,5
' Let Affihie-ars Riunis cxi1UAnanymev Walfo?d[IgIgJ AC Bor.

8 Lhrlich's views might be considered at this point, for which see pp. 4 25 -4 2 7 pOst.g Eg Tindal CJ in Veig a Burder ( 1 84) 12 Ad & El 265 at 302, 'Such a custom existingbeyond the time of legal memory and extending over the whole realm, is no other than the
corr..mon law of England'; &st J in BLwidelJ p Catterall (1821) 5 B & AId 268 at 279Blacks tone Commentaries 1, 63-
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law was a matter of historical development, for the common law from its
earliest days was no more than the creation of the judges. The reliance by
Royal justices on decisions given in one part of the realm, based on local
customs, as precedents for decisions in other parts gradually produced prin-
ciples of general application, which came to be known as the 'common
custom of the realm' or the 'common law'. It was part of the process of
acquiring a monopoly for the Royal administration of justice. It was also
usual for judges to buttress the ideas which they drew from civil and canon
law and good sense with the impressive assertion that these were the 'general
custom of the realm'. Since only the judges were in a position to declare
what was the general custom of the realm, such custom and judge-made law
signified one and the same thing".

The question that remains open is whether a custom of the realm, which
has come into existence after 1189 and contrary to doctrines established by
case law, can be law ex proprio vigore. The instance where this has occurred
is that of negotiable instruments, as to which there was a conflict of judicial
opinion", but no proposition should be founded on a single instance. The
answer should be that general custom now has no law-constitutive effect of

its own.

to AWB Simpson, in his treatment of common law as general custom, puts the matter as
follows' 'Just as the statemeit of a particular custom is not to be identified with the practice
itself, so too common law rule-statements are not identicalwith 'the common law'; which
consists of the acceptance as more or less correct by a specialist profession of statements in
rule form of received ideas and practices. This, it'. his view, explains why there is no one
authentic text of a common law rule, and why decisions were long treated as illustrative of
the common law': 'The Common Law and Legal Theory' in Oxford Essays in Jsmprade'we

(and Series, ed Simpson) ch 4.
ii Goodu'in v Robarts (1875) LR to Exch 337. Cf Crouch t' Credit Fancier of England (1873) LR 8

QB 374. Sec also Salmond on Jurisprudence pp 205-212.
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CHAPTER 10

Values

The foregoing Chapters will have shown the element of discretion that is
necessarily involved in the interpretation and application of precedents,
statutes and customs. This is why it can be said that valid rules do not dedde
disputes. As Holmes J put it 'General propositions do not decide concrete
cases". The judicial oath does not enjoin a judge simply to do justice, nor
simply to apply law; it requires him to do justice according to law. Allen
said 'one of the most important interpretative factors is a trained sense of
discretionary justice"'. it is here that the third kind of knowledge involved in
the decisional process comes in, namely, knowing the just way of applying
the law to the facts. The drive behind doing 'justice according to law' is
provided by values, which constitute what Holmes J described as 'the in-
articulate major premise of judicial reasoning"; 'inarticulate' because there
is seldom an openavowal of their influence. Yet, although courts have fre-
quently disclaimed to dispense justice pute and simple", there are occasions
when they do and say so.

'If I thought that injustice has been done to him'- said Lindley U 'I should
have found some method, I have no doubt, of getting rid of the technical
objection".

Justice may also help to decide between alternative rules or interpretations.
As Lord Reid said 'If a decision in one sense will on the whole lead to much
more just and reasonable results, that appears to me to be a strong argument
in its favour". Where there is no authority, the decision may well rest on
justice.

I Lackner v Yew Yew York 198 US 45 at 76 (sgo). So, too, Lord Reid: Legal principles cannot
solve the problem': British Railways Board v Herrington [5972] AC 877 at 897, [1972] , All
ER 749 at 756; Lord Macmillan: 'In almost every case, except the very plainest, it would
be possible to decide the issue either way with reasonable legal justification': Law and Other
Things p 2; Lord Wright: 'Notwithstanding all the apparatus of authority, the judge has
nearly always some degree of choice': Legal Esaj and Addresses p xxv. See also Holmes TheCO- Law pp 35-36; Cardozo The Nature of the Judicial Process pp to- tI; Ungoed-Thomas
J in Duchess of Arg7ll [1961 Ch 302 at 317, [1865] I All ER 61  at 616; Lord Morris in
Australian Consolidated Press Ltd is Urea [1969] i AC 590 at 644, [1967] 3 All ER 523 at 538.

2 Allen Law in the Making p415.
3 LothLeroUSII8US45at74(1905)
4 Bajlssr Bishop of London 1 1 9 1 31 1 Ch 127 at 140, CA-
5 Re &owbj, Scowb is &owbj [1897] ' Ch 74 i at 751, CA. See also Millar is Taylor (1769), 4

Burr 2303 at 2312, 2398; Gardiner a Heading [1928] 2 KB 284 at 290; Heap a fad Coope asd
ALlsopp Lid [igo] 's KB 476 at 483, [ 1 9401 3 All ER 634 at 636-637, CA; Falnwisth B.dS

strsctiojt Ltd is Howell [igo] s KB x6 at 23, [1950] t All ER 538 at M' CA (affd subnom Howell, Falmouth Boat Coasfrsction Led [igi] AC 837,[1951] 2 All ER 278, HL); Kitolni
c RAF Association [198] 2 All ER 241, [1958] i WLR 563 at 568, CA; Scndlons Lid, Midland
S cJsLid( Ig62]AC6at 487,[, 962 ] 1 All ER ist ,g, HL.

6 StarkowskivA.G[r54]ACI55atIlo,[tgS3]2 
All ERta7SatISldHL.
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'In the end and in the absence of authority binding on this House' said Vis-
count Simonds 'the question is simply: What does justice demand in such a
case as this? ... If! have to base my opinion on any principle, I would venture
to say it was the principle of rational justice".

The meaning of legal concepts may vary in different contexts according to
the demands of justice. In Dodworth u Dale, A married B in 1927 and was
allowed a deduction In income tax. The marriage was later declared null
and void. When the Inland Revenue authorities claimed to re-assess the tax
payable by him, it was held that he had been 'married' during that period
and their claim therefore failed. On the other hand, in Re Dewhirsl, Flower v
Dewhirsg ', A left money to his widow for as long as she did not re-marry. She
did re-marry, but the marriage was declared void. It was held that this was
not 'marriage' and she accordingly kept the money. Entire new doctrines
owe their origin to broad sentiments of justice, eg equity, quasi-contract and
various other special rules`. Denning LJ once remarked 'If the rules of
equity have become so rigid that they cannot remedy such an injustice, it is
time we had a new equity to make good the omissions of the old". Some-
times discretion is conferred on courts to refuse to apply foreign law if it is
unjust"; and statute used to empower them to refuse the extradition of
fugitive offenders to other parts of the Commonwealth if it would be unjust
or oppressive to do so".

The reason why, apart from the above, courts prefer not to stress the
influence of justice is that popular confidence stems from the belief that 'law
is law' and that judges have only to apply it". The very nature of the judicial
process shows that this is intrinsically impossible. On the other hand, respect
for law would be impaired if it were felt that cases were decided on personal
whims, which again is not the case. There is indeed a personal element, but
it is far from capricious; judges do have to administer laws as they find them,
but there is more discretion in the process than is popularly supposed. This
discretion, however, is controlled by a sense of values, which constitute a
consensual domain that keeps prejudice in check. Distinctions should here be
made between the existence of a particular value, an individual's knowledge
of its existence, and his approval or disapproval of it. His knowledge of its
existence is akin to his knowledge of 'objective reality"'; his approval or
disapproval is an additional response. Consensual domains 'exist' apart from
an individual's knowledge of it and his approval or disapproval. It is in this
way that they operate as checks on personal quirks and go towards preserving
public confidence in the judicial settlement of disputes. The inspiration for

7 National Bark of Greece and AL/Lens SA,MeLltss [1958) AC 509 at 5 25, [195713 All ER 6o8 at
612-613, HI..

8 [1936] 2 K 503, [1936] 2 All ER 44o.
g [1948] Ch 198, [1948] iAll ER 147.

io Eg Moses, Macferlan (160) 2 Burr 1005 at lois; Wilson, Glossop (i888) so QBD 354, CA.
ti So/le v Butcher [ ' 950] i KB 671 at 695, [ 1 9491 2 All ER 1107 at 1121, CA; cf Campbell

Discount Co Ltd v Bridge [ ig6i] , QB at 459, [1961] 2 All ER 97 at 103, CA (revsd
Bridge  Cam/.bell Discount Co Ltd [1962] AC 600, [x962] iAll ER 385 sub nom). See also
Sinclair vBrrnlgh.aon [ 11 4] AC 398 at 458, HL.

12 Kaufman v Gerson [' go J 1 KB 591, CA; Short o A-G of Suira Leone [ 1964] i All ER 125,
[1963] sWLR 1427; Oppeiz/leuner vCattemok[1g76] AC 249, [1975] r All ER 538, HL

13 Fugitive Offenders Act i88i, s to (repealed). See now the Fugutivc Offenders Act 196, s
4.

14 Scrutton LJ in Hill v Alders/tot Corps [i] i KB 259 at 263-264; Lord Radcliffe Law and its
Compass p 39.

15 See pp5-6ante--
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'doing justice according to law' derives from the consensual domain of shared
values. Judicial reflection of these in turn sets a kind of official seal on
standards, which then act as a brake on social fragmentation.

Every decision reflects a value-judgment on conflicting interests. If interests
did not conflict there would be no disputes. 'Values' for present purposes
consist of those considerations, which are viewed as objectives of the legal
order and which shape, provisionally at least, the decisions of courts and
guide their handling of the law by providing yardsticks for measuring the
conflicting interests that are involved. By 'value-judgment' is signified the
choice of a particular yardstick of valuation as well as the result of measuring
interests with reference to the chosen value. A case is important when it
introduces something new. The very word 'new' implies that there is nothing
in the existing law to cover the precise situation, so the inspiration for such
new element has to come from outside. There are, of course, degrees of
importance. Case law develops imperceptibly over a period and the new
element introduced by a particular decision may be small. In the majority
of cases disposed of by lower courts the new element may be non-existent
because they allow little scope for discretion. Such.cases give the appearance
of being straightforward applications of rules to fact". Yet, even in these the
possibility of exercising some discretion is there, however minimal. At the
other end of the scale, decisions which create or extinguish some rule, or play
some tangential variation thereon, are very important, although they are
numerically fewer 17.

The extent to which value-judgments may be given effect depends upon
the texture of the law. (a) It is always possible to make different statements
of facts in the case before the court; or (b) different statements of law, as
where the ratio decidendi is open to diverse formulations, or a statutory rule is
capable of more than one construction. (c) Some rules are stated in terms of
ill-defined content, eg 'negligence', 'possession', the meanings of which in
different contexts are governed by values. (d) There may be alternative or
conflicting rules, eg where there are conflicting authorities"; or (e) there
may be no rule at all; and here judicial latitude is at its widest. (f) An
authoritative case might be reversed on appeal, overruled, or simply put to
one side' 9 . (g) Some rules deliberately confer a discretion on the court".

'Doing justice according to law' is thus a continuous operation and the
process reveals the whole system of norms that hold society together. Values
concern the functioning of laws in society. Therefore, they need to be studied
with reference to those cases which introduce some new rule, or else play
some variation on an existing rule. Speculation about law in society is useful
only in proportion to one's appreciation of how it actually operates. For this
reason the foundation for any such speculation should be laid, among other
things, in actual cases. It follows from this that cases should be thought of in

16 MacCormick L.egal Reasoning and Legal Theory.
17 Diplock 'The Courts as Legislators' in Presidential Address to the Holdsworth Club 1965 p a. See

also his remarks on policy behind principle in Cassell & Co Lid a Broorne (1972] AC 1027 at

1124, 1129. [1972] t All ER So, at 869, 873; and on changing society and law (1972] AC
at 1128, [1972] i All ER at 879.

18 Eg Thorne a Motor Trade Association [7] AC 797. [ 1 937] 3 All ER ,57; Fisher a Taylors

Furnishing Stores Ltd (1956] 2 QB 78, 1 1 956 1 2 All ER 78. Cf R v Immigration Appeal Tribunal,

expMarlin (1972) 1I6SolJo697.
tg Matth'u'.c a Kuwait Bechtel C'orpn (195912 QB 57, [1959] 2 All ER 345.
20 Eg Fugitive Offenders Act ,88,, s 10. (repealed) Sec now the Fugutive Offenders Act 1967.

54.
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series, since it is from a series that it becomes possible to discern the consen-
sual domain of the values being invoked. There will no doubt be individual
variations in interpretation, so the most that can be said is in terms oftendencies.

The principal yardsticks by which conflicting interests are evaluated may
tentatively be listed as national and social safety; sanctity of the person;
sanctity of property; social welfare; equality; Consistency and fidelity to rules,
principle, doctrine and tradition; morality; administrative Convenience; and
international comity. A case may involve any one but not others, or a judge
may not take a possible consideration into account. The above list represents
some at least of the criteria to which appeal is usually made. Moreover, no
judge should be pictured, even remotely, as measuring the activities in the
dispute before him against each standard in turn.

Finally, when yardsticks compete the judge has to choose between them,
and it is only by collating such cases that it becomes possible to see whether
there is a hierarchy of values. It is submitted that national and social safety
override all other considerations and sanctity of the person is superior to
sanctity of property, but beyond this the pattern is kaleidoscopic, not hier-
archical. Every social twist alters the balance and settles the values in a new
pattern; the position today is different from what it was five years ago, and
vastly different from what it was thirty years ago'.

SANCTITY OF THE PERSON

The choice between personal liberty and property sometimes presents diffi-
culty, but there is a discernible tilt in favour of the former. In the pioneer
decision in Sommerseut-'s Case2 the assertion of ownership by a slave-owner over
his slave was rejected. There was no authority, so there was no question of
deciding according to a rule of law. Lord Mansfield made short work of the
point, saying that slavery was so repugnant to English ideas that Sommersett
should go free. In Horwood v Millar's Timber and Trading Co Ltd' the court
rejected as unreasonable a contract which would have reduced a person to
a condition of virtual slavery; and in Eastham v Newcastle United Football Club
Ltd' Wilberforce J avoided a form of contract whereby it was sought to
operate the retention and transfer system of engaging professional footballers.
In both cases the courts might have upheld the contracts by invoking the
doctrine of the sanctity of contract, hut they found it as easy to invalidate
them on grounds of unreasonable restraint of trade. The point is that either
doctrine could have been applied, and the question which was to be preferred
did not rest on law. Again, there was an ancient rule that a husband could
sue another for depriving him of his wife's consortium. In Best a Samuel Fox
& Co Ltd' the House of Lords reluctantly refused to allow a wife a corres-
ponding action in respect of the loss of her husband's consortium. It would
seem that equality and justice demanded the same power of action for a wife
as for a husband; but since the action was historically based on the idea of

The author has relied on his paper The Value of a Value-study of Law' (1965) 28 MLR
397, and is indebted to the Editor for permission to make use of it.

2 0772) 20 State Tr i. See also Chambertirse a Harry (1696) 5 Mod '86; Forbes a Cochrane(1824), 2 B & C 8. For a re-appraisal o(Sommerseu's Case, see Shyllon Black Slams in Britaia.
3 [ 1 9 1 71 1 KB 305-
4 [1964] Ch 4 1 3,[ 1 963]3 All ER 139
_5 [ lg5a]AC7I6,[, 952 ] 2 All ER3g4
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a husband owning his wife as a quasi-chatte l , the court preferred to per-

petuate a very minor inequality between spouses rather than extend so
antiquated and repugnant a rule. As Lord Porter put it,

'a husband's right of action for loss of his wife's consortium is an anomaly and
[I] see no good reason for extending it. If a change is to be made I should
prefer to abolish the husband's right rather than to grant the like remedy to

the wife".

Not only are courts averse to treating an individual as property, but they
are also averse to allowing an individual's labour to be treated as property'.
The superior weight attaching to personal safety rather than to sanctity of
property induced the House of Lords in British Railways Board v Herrington ' to

get rid of a previous decision of its own disallowing trespassers to sue in
negligence. Also, in judging the reasonableness of a decision taken in a
dilemma the House of Lords held it to be reasonable to run the risk of
damaging property rather than injuring people'.

These examples reveal two things. In Somm€rsett there was no rule, in

Harwood and Eastham the question was which of two competing doctrines

should be invoked, in Best the questiort was whether an existing rule should

be extended, and in Herrington the question was whether an existing rule

should be abolished. None of these could have been decided simply by ap-
plying a rule; the decisions had to rest on value considerations. They also
reveal that a basic liberty of the person ranks superior to property and

contract.
Two different kinds of cases illustrate the sanctity of life generally. In Re

B (a minor) (wardship: medical treatment)" the parents of a mongol child refused

to give their consent to an operation, which might give it a probable life-

span of 20 to 30 years, on the ground that it was kinder to let the child die
rather than live handicapped.. The Court of Appeal ordered that the opera-

tion be performed. In McKay u Essex Area Health Authority" the Court of

Appeal held that a child born deformed as a result of its mother having
contracted rubella during pregnancy had no claim against a doctor for not
having aborted it. To allow such an action would be contrary to public
policy and a violation of the sanctity of life.

SANCTITY OF PROPERTY

This is important in itself. Entick v Carrington"' emphasised that a general

warrant is no justification for the seizure of private papers. Pratt CJ basing
his View on the contemporary social contract theory said:

6 [1952] AC 7t6 at 728, [tgs] s All ER 394 at 396. The rule was abolished by the Admin-
istration ofJustice Act 1972,52(a).
Nokes a DoscaaerAmalgamaLed Collieries Lid ['94°] AC 1014, [1940] 3 All ER 549.

8 [1972]AC 877, [1972) , All ER 749. The Court-of Appeal, though bound by the earlier
House of Lords decision, condemned it nevertheless, and Salmon LJ ascribed the rule of

non-liability to trespassers to a time 'when rights of property, particularly in land, were
regarded as perhaps more sacrosanct than any other human right': [1971) 2 QB 107 at 120,

(1971] tAll ER 897 at got.
g Ketch FrwtcesSHighland Loch [1912] AC 312.

10 [1981] ,WLR 1421, CA,
II [1982] Qfi i t66, (1982] 2 All ER 771, CA.
12 (1765) 19 State Tr 1029. It is noteworthy that the trial was engineered so as to come before

p,.tt CJ, a liberal, rather than before Lord Mansfidd, who was a supporter of the govern-

resent.
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'The great end for which men entered into society was to secure their property.
That right is preserved sacred and incommunicable in all instances where it
has not been abridged by some public law for the good of the whole"'_

The plea of state necessity was brushed aside with the remark that 'the
common law does not understand that kind of reasoning'. In the group of
'General Warrant' cases, 'to which this case belongs, sanctity of the person
and sanctity of property went hand in hand and there was no question of
priority. In Ghani u Jones" the court refused to allow the police to retain
passports and letters when no one has been arrested or charged unless certain
conditions were fulfilled.

Respect for property has given rise to the rule that there should be no
deprivation without compensation. Attorney General v Dc Keyser's Royal Hotel
Lid" shows that a prerogative power in the Crown to expropriate private
property without compensation has to give way to a statutory power of
expropriation subject to compensation. The House of Lords could have de-
cided either 'way, but they made their creative choice in pursuance of the
ideal under consideration. Burma/s Oil Co (Burma Trading) Ltd v Lord Advocate'
concerned only the prerogative power to destroy property without compensa-
tion in time of war. By restricting it to a situation where hostilities are
actually in progress, as distinct from their imminence, the House of Lords
insisted on compensation being paid.

NATIONAL AND SOCIAL SAFETY

Both sanctity of the person and of property yield to the safety of the nation
or society. Thus, in Liversidge v Anderson" the validity of the Home Secretary's
order for Liversidge's incarceration was in question. The authority under
which he acted, namely, the words of the regulation, 'if the Secretary of
State has reasonable cause to believe' that a person's continued freedom was
prejudicial to the safety of the realm, was ambiguous. It could, on the one
hand, have been given the objective interpretation that 'reasonable cause'
meant 'reasonable' in the opinion of the court, and, on the other, the sub-
jective interpretation that as long as the Home Secretary was satisfied in his
own mind no more was required. The majority of the House of Lords
adopted the subjective interpretation". The point is that the choice between

13 (1765) igStateTr 1029 at ,o6o.
14 [igio] 1 QB 693, [1969] 3 All ER 1700. Cf Garfinkel v Metropolitan Police Cc'nsr (1972] Crim

1K 44, where the conditions were fulfilled. Contra, MacFarlane v Sharp [19721 NZLR 64: no
seizure of documents without an arrest; and Jeffrey v Black [1978] QB 490, [1978] i All ER

no search of premises without a warrant for evidence unconnected with the offence for
which a person has been lawfully arrested.

15 [igzo] AC 5o8. See also Re Petition .f Right [ I 9 1 5] 3 KB 649; Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge v Eyre & Spottiswood [1964] Ch 736, [1963] 3 All ER 289; Minister of Housing and
Local Government o HarInell [1965] AC 1134, [ig6] 1 All ER 490. In IRC v Rossminster Ltd
[ig8o] AC 952, [1980] i All ER 8o, the House of Lords allowed seizure according to the
wording of a statute.

16 [1965] AC 7, [1964] 2 All ER 348 (the decision was nullified by the War Damage Act
1965).

17 [1942] AC 2o6, [1941] 3 All 	 338. See the parallel case of the First World \%'arR v
Halliday,  [ 1917] AC 260.

18 It is interesting to contrast Liversidge's case with Roberts o Hopwood [1925] AC 578, where also
the ultimate question was whether a reasonable wage was to be determined objectively, Ic
what the court thought to be reasonable, or subjectively, ie what the local authority that
fixed It thought to be reasonable. Here the court, for wholly different considerations, adopted



the two interpretations was not determined by logic or law. In his dissenting
speech Lord Atkin was concerned to uphold individual liberty and he was
not prepared to allow the courts to surrender their supervisory power in this
regard". By contrast, the attitude of the majority is to be explained on the
ground that at the time when the situation arose, a most critical phase of the
1939-45 war, the courts were not going to hamper the executive, and every
consideration, including that of freedom from arbitrary arrest, was made to
yield to the national interest20.

Even in time of peace the sanctity of the individual may have to yield
before national security. In R v Secretary of State for the Home Department, ex p
Hosenball' the principles of natural justice were modified in the national
interest and the Court of Appeal held that in the interests of security the
Secretary of State did not have to disclose the source of highly confidential
information on which he made a deportation order. In Council of Civil Service

Unions v Mini.steifor the Civil Service' the House of Lords held that courts will
not inquire into the exercise of the prerogative if this was in the interest of
national security. In Francis v Chief of Police' the Privy Council held that the
use of a loudspeaker without obtaining police permission as required by a
statute was illegal despite the Constitution, which guaranteed a fundamental
freedom of communication. Public order required that the public should be
protected from excessive noise and that the statute was not contrary to the
Constitution, since everything depended on how the power to withhold per-
mission was exercised. The European Court ofJustice has ruled that restric-
tions on the freedom of movement of individuals within the European Eco-
nomic Community, allowed by art 48(3) of the Treaty of Rome and
Directive No 64/221 art 3, for reasons of public policy may be justified by
a genuine and serious threat to a fundamental interest of the state'.

When no such emergency prevails the courts will not relinquish so readily
their power to review executive action, and may well be astute in interpreting
regulations in such a way as to preserve at least some measure of control. So,
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in Ross-Clunis v Papadopoullos5
observed obiter that the form of words, 'the commissioner shall satisfy himself',
which may well have been devised with the Liversid,ge ambiguity in mind, did
not import a wholly subjective test and that a court could still inquire into
whether there were any grounds at all on which a reasonable commissioner
might have satisfied himself. In A-G of St Christopher, Nevis and Anguilla o
Reynolds S the Emergency Powers Regulations 0967, reg 3(1), ran: 'If the
Governor is satisfied that any person has recently been concerned in acts

the objective interpretation. A purely formal comparison of the two cases is pointless; they
are intelligible only on the basis of value-judgments.

ig [1942] AC 206 at 244, [tgsi] 3 All ER 338 at 36!. Cf the dissenting speech of Lord Shaw
in R D Halliday [1917] AC 2.60.

20 A vivid American illustration its point is Korematsu v US 323 US 214 where the
forcible removal of some 112,000 persons from their homes along the western seaboard
merely because of Japanese ancestry was upheld. For criticism on Kelsenian grounds, see
Paulson 'Matdal and Formal Authorisation in Kelsen's Pure Theory' (1980) 39 CLJ 172,

180 et seq.
1 [1977] 3 All ER 452, [i] t WLR 766, CA. 	 -
2 [198413 All ER 93, [1984] 3 WLR 1 174, HL.
3 [1973]AC761,[1973)2 All ER251,PC.

Case 30/77 R  Bouchereau[ig78] QB 732, (198112 All ER 9240.
5 [1958] 2 All ER 23, [t gsS l 1 WLR 546. See also Reade o Smith [t959] NZLR 996.

6 1'98°) AC 637. [ 1 97913 All ER 129, PC.	 A
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prejudicial to the public safety - . .'. The Privy Council held that since the
statement made to the plaintiff in the case gave no details of any reasonable
grounds for his detention and since, on the facts, there was no other evidence
of reasonable grounds, his detention was invalid.

Likewise with regard to the seizure of property, the national interest in
times of peril might be held to justify it. An interesting contrast is to be
found between Entick o CaTTIflgAsn (1765)8 and Elias o Pasmcre (zg)'. The
former decided that the seizure of private papers, not specified in a warrant,
was illegal and the argument of state necessity was rejected. This case was
decided at a time when the courts were anxious to protect the individual
against arbitrary action by the executive. In the other case the seizure by
the police of documents, not specified in a warrant and which they retained
for the purpose of a prosecution, was held to be justified on grounds of state
necessity". Entick's case, though cited, appears to have been :gnored. This
case, too, should be interpreted in the light of the times. In 19'4 the country
was confronting a social danger in the form of subversive political organisa-
tions of a quasi-military character. A deeper question than that of protecting
the individual against executive action was involved, namely, that of pro-
tecting society against a formidable per.l. Little wonder that the common
law was by then ready to admit a plea of state necessity. It is also of interest
to note that in 1936 Parliament enacted the Public Order Act, one of the
most drastic enactments in force, conferring extensive powers to deal with
quasi-military organisations and their property. What happened in 1934 was
that the judiciary reacted ahead of the legislature to the needs of society.
Reminiscent of the wording of the regulation in Liversidge's case is a statutory
provision, which reads 'If the appropriate judicial authority is satisfied on
oath given by an officer of the board that—(a) there is reasonable ground
for suspecting that an offence ... has been committed'. In IRC v Rossmtnster
Lid" The House of Lords held that these words justified entry and search of
premises and seizure of documents. In Southwark London Borough Council o
Villiams" the need to circumscribe the defence of necessity in the interests

of law and order was explained in these words by Lord Denning MR:
'Necessity would open a door which no man could shut ... So the Courts must,
for the sake of law and order, take a firm stand. They must refuse to admit the
plea of necessity to the hungry a,id the homeless; and trust that their distress
will be relieved by the charitable and the good'.

The growing crime rate is another factor which induces the courts to
countenance interference with property more than they used to. In Chic
Fashions (West Wales) Ltd v Jones", Lord Denning MR said:

7 King's Prerogative in Sdtpetre (,W) 12 Co Rep z; R v Jfampd..n, Ship Money Case (1637) 3
State Tr 826. See also Dyer 36b. If it is possible to accommodate both the national and
individual interests, the courts will adopt that course, eg A-C v Dc Kejser's Royd Haul Ltd[1920] AC 5o8.

8 (1765)19 State Tr iog.
9 [1934] 2 KB 164; but see Reyno&& v Metropotuan Police Cornr 1 1 98413 All ER 649, [198J 2WLR g, CA.

io So, too, in McPherson v HM Advocate 1972 SLT (Note2) 71. Cl G/iasu Li Jones [1970] I QB693, 1 1 96913 All ER 1700; Garfinke! o Metropolitan Police Come [1972] Cririi LR 44; cdnu-a,McFarlane v Sharp [1972] NZLR 64. Seizure under a search warrant of a forged power of
attorney in the hands of a solicitor- R  Peterborough Justices, exp Jhas [1978] i All ER 225,{i] a WLR 1371.

11 [1980) AC952, [1980] i All ER 8o, HL.
12 [ l g7a]Ch734at7,[l97I]s All ER,l5at 179
13 [1968] 2 QB 299, [1968] 1 All ER 229.
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'The society in which we live is not static, nor is the common law, since it
comprises those rules which govern men's conduct in contemporary society on
matters not expressly regulated by legislation ... The balance between the
inviolability of personal liberty and the pursuit of public weal in this case
[felony] came down upon the side of him who acted reasonably in intended
performance of what right-minded men would deem a duty to their fellow
men; the prevention and detection of crime' 14.

Public safety influences the law in many other ways. Thus, if a mental
defective is harmless the courts are vigilant to see that the conditions, which
have to be complied with before he or she can be restrained, are fulfilled to
the letter, but where a person is dangerous they will not allow technicalities
to stand in the way of protecting the public". Again, in shaping the defence
of automatism considerations of public safety have played a big part. At first
the traditional line was adopted that if there was no conscious action on the
part of the accused he was not guilty, since one of the ingredients of criminal
responsibility was lacking". It then came to be appreciated that if the
absence of mental control was due to causes likely to recur, eg brain tucnuurs,
it is incumbent on the courts to ensure the safety of others from future attack.
This consideration led, on the one hand, to the development in criminal law
that all such cases should be regarded as cases of insanity so that sufferers
can be isolated for appropriate treatment; and, on the other, to the emphasis
laid in civil law on the need for such persons, if they know of their disabilities,
to take due precautions in advance". In these ways value-considerations are
constantly giving the law new dimensions, as the defence of insanity bears
witness. Lord Denning went so far as to say: 'The old notion that only the
defence can raise a defence of insanity is now gone. The prosecution are
entitled to raise it and it is their duty to do so rather than allow a dangerous
person to be at large"'. The state of the law did not warrant so sweeping a
proposition as this, but statute has since taken a step in this very direction'9,
which means that the courts should be given credit once more for having
reacted ahead of Parliament to a social need.

Where public interest other than safety, eg the health of the race, is in

14 [1968] 2 QB 299 at 315-316, [1968] 1 All ER 229 at 237-238. See also Salmon Lj at 319,

and at 240. See also Butler v Board of Trade [1971] Ch 68o, [1970] 3 All ER 593 PSJning0

z WP Quinn & F Dooris [1968] IR 305; R v Lewes Justices, cx p Home Secretaty [ 1972] i QB

232, [1971] s All ER 1126; McPherson HA! Advocate 1972 SLT (Notes) 71. For the need for

reasonable grounds of suspicion arkd for not detaining property longer than is necessary, see

Ghar.i p Jones [1970] i QB 693, [1969] 3 All ER 1700; Garfinkel p !,fetropolltan Pol ice Comr

11972] Crim LR 44; Jeffrey o Black [1978] QB 490, [1978] i All ER 555. Ghana was not

followed in McFarlane v Sharp [1972] NZLR 64; nor does it apply where it would hamper

the administration of justice: Malone v Metropolitan Police Come (198o] QB 49, [1979] I All

ER 256. See also Frank Truman Export Ltd v Metropolitan Police Coin, [19771 QB 952, [1977]

3 All ER. 431.
15 Cf R p Board of Control, exp Rutty [196] 2 Q8 io, [1936] , All ER 769, and Re Board of

Confrol. ex  Winter/Food [1938] 2 KB 366, [1938] 2 All ER 463, CA, with Richardson p Landon

County Council [157] 2 All ER 330, [1957] i WLR 751. CA, and Re Shuter (,Vo 2) [1960]

QB 142, ( 1 95913 All ER 481.
16 R x Harrison-Owen (1951] 2 All ER 726; R p Charlson [i,] , All ER 859; Hill v Baxter

[1958] i QB 277, (i98] ,All ER 193; and see pp 310-312 post
17 Green p Hilts (1969) 113 SoIjo 385; Boomer v Pen,, (1965) 52 DLR (2d) 673.

18 Bratty p A-Gfor )iorthero, Ireland [1963] AC 386 at 4!!, [1961] 3 All ER 523 at 534. See also

R a Kern/s (1957) i QB 399, [ 5 956] 3 All ER 249; R  RsosseU (1964] 2 Q8 596, [1963] 3 All

ER 603.
g Criminal Procedure (Insanity) Act 1964,56; Criminal Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 1966

S2.
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opposition to the interests of the individual, the balance comes down on the
side of the latter. Such an issue arose in Re D (a minor)", where an application
was made to court to sterilise a mentally retarded girl, aged eleven, who was
a ward of court. Heilbron J refused it on the ground that to do so would
deprive her of a basic human right. Similarly the courts have to balance
opposing considerations when deciding whether documents are privileged
against discovery. Such protection is given to government departments, sta-
tutory bodies and even other independent bodies whenever public interest is
involved'.

The law of torts furnishes many illustrations of the influence of social and
iniividual values. In the earliest times the principle was one of Strict re-
sponsibility, that is; a prima fade case did not require actual proof of fault.
This arose out of the need to suppress private vengeance and self-help, which
were incompatible with any kind of social order. The nascent authority was
not strong enough to stamp them out and the most it could do was to
regulate their exercise. In this way state-regulation of self-help came to be
the beginning of litigation. Vengeance was regulated in due proportion to
the injuz-y: an eye for an eye (only one eye, not two)'. In order to appease
victims of wrongdoing and to encourage them not to resort to blood-feuds
and the like, early law adapted their point of view. The emphasis was on the
deed, not the character of the doing: if the defendant was shown to have
caused the harm, fault was presumed and rebutting defences were allowed
only sparingly. It is therefore arguable that this strict principle in favour of
plaintiffs was the product of the need to preserve social stability. In the
course of time state power became established, and changing ideas insisted
more on moral fault as the basis of responsibility. The emphasis then shifted
away from the plaintiff's to the defendant's point of view, from presumption
of fault to actual proof of fault, and the principle took root that there was
not to be even a prima facie case without this. In more recent times, however,
the pendulum has swung back towards the re-introduction of the strict prin-
ciple in the social interest'. The need today is to accommodate both the
plaintiff's and the defendant's points of view, which is leading towards auto-
matic insurance".

As the law stands, the existence of a duty-situation, whether of fault or
strict responsibility, is determined by the balance between the many complex
and conflicting interests that make up modern society. Until the 1970s the
question whether the law, on grounds of policy, saw fit to give a remedy
depended on the kind of harm complained of, the manner of its infliction
and with reference to the categories of person to which the plaintiff and
defendant respectively belonged'. Thus, any decision to extend or not to extend

20 [1976] Farn 185, [1976] iAll ER 326.
Duncan v Camniel/ Laird & Co Lid [1942] AC 62, [1942]! All ER 587, HL, not followed in
Conway r Rimmer [1968) AC 910, [1968] 1 All ER 874, HL; independent body: D o .NSPCC[1978] AC 171, (1977} i All 	 589, HL.
For general examples, see XII Tables, 8.2, 8.3, 8. Exodus 21.205; Lzviticus 24.20; Deuter-
OflOfl!J 19.21; Leges Henrici Primi 90.7 (on which see Holdsworth History of English LOW II, 7;conies, Pollock and Maitland History of English Law i, 46).

3 Eg Rylands v Fletcher (1868) LR 3 HL 330; and there has been an enormous increase in strict
statutory duties.

4 See Accident Compensation Act 1972, and the Amendment (No a) Act 1973 (NZ); Royal
Commission  On Civil Liability and Compensation fos Personal Injury (Crnnd 7054-I).

5 See eg Clerk & Lindsellon Torts §io-o6 ci seq.
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the ambit of duty-situations was not based on law, but on a vai'ue-judgment'.
The position now is that whenever harm is foreseeable to another, there will
prima facie be liability unless policy considerations dictate otherwise'.

The law of negligence, in particular, is a standing illustration of the fluc-
tuating balance of value-considerations. Whether conduct is careless or not
depends on the degree of likelihood that harm will occur, the cost and
praciicability of measures to avoid the risk, the gravity of the consequences,
the importance and social utility of the end to be achieved and the demands
of emergencies, dilemmas or sport". Moreover, it is also in the social interest
to prevent harm rather than to award damages thereafter, and with that in
view the courts do try to improve the prevailing standards of careful be-
haviour by making the criteria of what constitutes negligence stricter'

On the other hand, factors other than those of safety may lead to a
relaxation of the legal attitude. For instance, although the highest standards
of care are to be expected of the medical profession, there are factors which
make it undesirable for the courts to take too strict a view of negligence. For
one thing, to do so may inhibit initiative, which would not enure to social
advantage; and, for another, the profession itself is so vigilant in maintaining

the highest standards that there is no danger of these being lowered. 10 Again,

where personal danger was not involved, it was said of a local authority that
its varied activities and limited financial resources should 'lead to the applica-
tion of a somewhat less exacting standard than ordinarily prevails'11.

SOCIAL WELFARE

There is a detectable priority at least as between national and social safety,
sanctity of the person and property in that order. Beyond this no hierarchy
is discernible. It is difficult, for instance, to foretell in any given case, whether
property rights Qr social welfare will be preferred, and the most that can be
said is that there has been increasing awareness of the interests of society,
especially within the past fifty years. The words of Bean J indicate the present
tendency:

6 Sec MacDonaldJ in )iowz Mink Ltd a Trans-Canada Airlines [II] s DLR 241 at 234; Lord

Pearce in Medley Byrne & Co Lid a Heller & Partners Lid [1964] AC 465 at 536, [1963] 2 All

ER 375 at 615. A classic instance of the widening of a manufacturer's responsibility, in the
social interest, towaids the ultimate consumer is Donoghue o Stevenson [19321 AC 562. See also

Dorset rachi Co Lids Home Offixe (i969] 2 QB 412 at 426, [1969] 2 All ER 564 at 567, affd

[1970] AC 1004, and see especially at 1034, 1059; [1970] 2 All ER 294 at 304, 324-325. See
also Dutton a Bognor Regis UDC [1972] I QB 373 at 397-398, 400, 406-408, (1972] i All ER
462 at 475-476, 476, 462-485. Note also Lord Reid: 'Legal principles cannot solve the
problem. How far occupiers arc to be required by law to take steps to safeguard such
children must be a matter of public policy: British Railways Board a Herrington [1972] AC

877 at 897, [1972] x All ER 749 at 756-757.

7 Anns a Merton London Borough Council [1978] AC 728, [1977] 2 All ER 492, HL; Ross a Counters

(198o] Ch 297, [1979] 3 All ER. 480; Junior Books Ltd a Veitchi Co Ltd [1983] I AC 520,

[1982] 3 All ER 20!, H.L; but see Leigh and Siltivan Lids Aliakmon Shipping Cc' Lid [1985] 2

All ER 44,1198512 WLR 289, CA.
8 Clerk &Lindfellon Torts io-32etseq.
g Clerk & Lindsellon Torts, §Io-4I et seq.

10 These opposing considerations may account for the contrast in spirit between Cassidy a MOH

[1951) 2 KB 34 [1951] 1 All ER 57, and Roe v MOH, (1954] 2 QB 66, [19541 2 AMER

13!; 00 which see the comment of Denning LJ who was a judge in both cases, 'Law in a
Developing Community' ('955) 33 Pub Ad, pp I, 4-6.

ti Per Lord Tharikerton In East Suffolk Rivers CaicIUfleMt Boards Kent [194!] AC 74 at 95-96,

f 1.94014 All ER 5 2 7 at 539.
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'It is another example of the inroad often made into individoal rights in the
interests .of the wider community. In a modern civilised society, there must
always be a delicate balance between the right of the individual and the need
of the community at large. Authorities who act on behalf of the community
are often given powers which, so long as they exercise them reasonably, do
entitle the authority to encroach, usually with compensation to be paid, on the
rights of the individual'.

This vast field can only be touched on with the aid of a few random
examples. Thus, in deciding whether statutory authority to exercise a power
justifies interference with private rights the old criterion was whether inter-
ference was the inevitable consequence of the act which Parliament had
authorised. If so, no action lay. Where power had been given to run a
railway, it was held that this inevitably implied some interference with the
comfort of individuals by way of noise, vibration and smoke"; but the power
to erect a smallpox hospital was held not to imply authority to erect it in
such a place as to interfere with the amenities of individuals' 4 . In more recent
years there has been a tendency to take account of the social utility of an
operation. For instance, it has been held that the utility of a public shelter
outweighed the degree of interference with private rights that it caused'5,
and the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council has held that a statute,
which empowered a local authority to supply 'pure water', should be given
a liberal construction so that the addition of fluoride was permissible as this
was conducive to improved dental health". Again, efficient farming is now
a matter of public importance and since a farmer cannot farm efficiently
without a telephone on the premises, a landowner, who refused to consent to
the installation of a telephone over and across her land, was held to have
acted contrary to the public interest'. On the other hand, even the social
utility of an authorised activity will not justify causing widespread inconven-
ience'8.

In connection with the exercise bf planning powers, the considerations
involved were described by HolmesJ as follows:

'The general rule at least is, that while property may be regulated to a certain
extent, if regulation goes too far it will be recognised as a taking".

Particular interest has attached to the relaxation of judicial control over
executive action in this matter by a narrowing of the concept of

12 Pattinson v Finninglej Internal Drainage Board [1970] 2 QB 33 at 39-40, [1970] 1 AU ER 790
at 793-794.

13 Vaughan oTafValeRljCo(,86o)5H&N67g.
14 Metropolitan Asjium District Managei-s v Hill (iSBi) 6 App Ca-s 193; BC Pea Growers v City of

Poi-tageLaPrairie(,96 5) 49DLR(2d) gi.
15 Edginglon, Bishop and With, e Swindon Borough Council [1939] i KB 86, 1 1 93814 All ER 57.

See also Oakes o Minister of War Transport (1944), 60 TLR 319; Ching Garage Ltd v Chingford
Corpis [ig6i] rAil ER671,[ig6i] , WLR 470.

16 A-GofXewZeaiandv Lower Huucorpn[,g64]AC 1469, [ig64J3All ER
17 CartwriglitoPO, [ig6g]s QB6s,[ig6g} iAll ER421.
18 Birmingham and Midland Motor Omnibus Co Ltd, Worcestershire County Council [96] ,'AU ER

544, [1967] i WLR 'og.
ig Pennsjlvania Coal Co o MaI,on 260 US 393 at 415 (1922), quoted by Viscount Simonds in

Belfast Corpn v OD Cats Lid [,g6o] AC 490 at 519, [1960) i All ER 65 at 70. Sec important
dicta by DenningJ in Green & Sons, Minister of Health [198] I KB 34 at 38, [1947] 2 All
ER 469 at 470-471; Lord Evershed MR in A-G v Crayford UDC [1962] Ch 575 at 589,
[1960) 2 All ER 147 at 153. Sec also Ransom .and Luck v Surbrton Borough Council [igg] Ch
180, [ 1 9491 I All ER ,8c: (7or,,n,,ient ,(Mnn-er,', ,, '.1,,,.,.,,. D.l' 4W..',.' - , ------
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'quasi-judicial' 20 . With regard to taxation, too, it is interesting to contrast
the old attitude that taxation is an interference with the wealth of individuals
and that evasions should be benevolently regarded with the modern attitude
that takes account of the social need for taxation. Viscount umner repre-
sented the old attitude when he said:

'It is trite law that His Majesty's subjects are free, if they can, to make their
own arrangements, so that their cases may fall outside the scope of the taxing
Acts. They incur no legai penalties and, strictly speaking, no moral censure if,
having considered the lines drawn by the legislature for the imposition of taxes,
they make it their business to walk outside them".

With this should be contrasted the changed attitude expressed by Lord

Greene:
'For years a battle of manoeuvre has been waged between the legislature and
those who are minded to throw the burden of taxation off thrir own shoulders
on to those of their fellow subjects. In that battle the legislature has often been
worsted by the skill, determination and resourcefulness of its opponents of
whom the present appellant has not been the least successful. It would not
shock us in the least to find that the legislature has determined to put an end
to the struggle by imposing the severest penalties. It scarcely lies in the mouth
of the taxpayer who plays with fire to complain of burnt fingers".

The above are instances of what might be described as forms of official
action; but social considerations also come in when taking account of the
interests of individuals. :A case in which the court had to balance publicity
and the freedom of the press against the interest of the individual was Re X

(a minor)', where freedom to publish discreditable details about a deceased
person was held to outweigh the possibility of harm to his child through the
latter getting to know of them. On the other hand, Medway v Doublelock Ltd"

was a case where two public interests came into conflict, namely, the disclo-
sure of a person's means in a matrimonial suit, which being done under
compulsion needed to be kept confidential, and the disclosure of the same
information for the purpose of litigation in another suit. The court held that
the purpose for which the information was required in the latter was giving
security for costs and that this was of lesser importance than the former; so
the confidentiality attaching to the former should also attach to the latter.

In Waugh v British Railwa ys Board' there was conflict between the principle
that all relevant evidence should be placed before a court and the principle
that communications between lawyer and client should be confidential. This
was resolved by appeal to public interest, which was best served by confining
the professional privilege within narrow limits. In Trapp v Mackie' Lord

20 R v Elect,icifj ColItis. [1924] i KB 171. Cf Franklin o Minister of Town and Country Planning

[ 1 948 1 AC 87,1194712 All ER 289.
i Levene v IRC(i9s8) AC 217 at 227. Set also Partingion tA-C (1869) LR 4 }{L 100 at 122.

2 Howard do Walden v IRC [1942) t KB 389 at 397, [1942) , All ER 287 at 289. Cf Lord
Denning MR in Ionian Bank Ltd o Coutreur [1969] s All ER 651 at 655-656, [1969] , WLR

781 at 787.
[ig] Fam 47, [sg] 1 All ER 697. See also Re R (MJ) (an infant) (proceedings transcripts:

Publication) [ 1 975] Fam 89. [1975] 2 All ER 749, where public interest in the administration
ofjustice was held to outweigh the interest of the infant.

4 ( 1 1 8] i All ER 1261, (1978] i WLR 710.
5 [98o] AC 521, 1 1 9791 2 All ER 1169, HL. Public interest also prevailed in I..ondoit and

County Securities Ltd  )iidwlson [198013 All ER 86t, [1980] 1 WLR. 948.S also

Home Office [l981] 1All ER
6 (1979] ,A1l ER 489 at 494-49,	 1 WLR 377 at 383, 1-IL.
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Diplock pointed Out that the privilege of a witness with regard to evidence
given before a court or tribunal rests on a balance between the interest of
the individual, whose good name has been traduced, and the interest in
ensuring that witnesses should feel free to give evidence without fear of legal
proceedings.

The law of nuisance is governed by the consideration that there has to be
a measure of give and take between persons. As long as interference is
reasonable it is protected, but when it becomes unreasonable the protection
is withdrawn. The concept of 'reasonableness' depends on value-judgments.

Thus, in Lyons Son & Co v Gulliver' it was held that theatre queues, which
hampered access to and from the plaintiff's premises, constituted a nuisance;

but in Dwyer v Mansfield° it was held not to be a nuisance to allow queues to
obstruct access to the plaintiff's shop. The defendant in this case was a
greengrocer dealing in commodities thatwere in short supply during the
1939-45 war. His activity was vital to the community. In Miller v Jackson'

a cricket club had played on their cricket field for over 70 years and when
some private houses were recently built adjoining it, householders were dis-
turbed by cricket balls being hit occasionally into their premises. The public
interest in having a sporting facility had to yield to the individual interest in
non-interference and the disturbance was held to be a nuisance. Much might
also be said of the part played by the concept of 'public policy' in the law of
contract into which it is not possible to enter. As is well known, the court-s
may interfere with contracts on this ground".

Social considerations have also influenced the interpretation of statutory
obligations attaching to contracts. Thus, of a landlord's duty to keep his
house 'in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation' Lord Wright said;

'The sub-section must, I think, be construed with due regard to its apparent
object and to the character of the legislation to which it belongs. The provision
was to reduce the evils of bad housing accommodation and to protect working
people by a compulsory provision out of which they cannot contract against
accepting improper conditions. Its scheme is analogous to that of the Factory
Acts. It is a measure aimed at social amelioration, no doubt in a small and
limited way. It must be construed so as to give proper effect to that ob-
ject".

Appeal to the social interest might also have been used by the courts in
restraining anti-social monopolies' 2, but unfortunately in the sphere of trade

7 [1914] i Ch6i.
8 [1946] KB 437, [1946] 2 All ER 247.

9 [19771 QB 966, [i] All ER 338, CA. Two of the three judges refused to grant an
injunction, but the third judge was prepared to grant one and suspend its operation for a

year. In Ken*aovaj p Thompson [i981] QB 88, [1980] 3 All ER 329, the public interest in a
recreational activity did not override interference with private rights and here an injunction
was granted.

to Lord Truro in Egerton v Earl Rrownlow,(1853) 4 HL Cas i at 196; Beusford v Royal Insurance

Co Ltd [1938] AC 586, [1938] 2 All ER 602; Korea Manufactunng Co Ltd v Kolok Manufacturing

Co Lid [igg] Ch 108, [1958] 2 All ER 65. For an extreme instance, see Wyatt a Kreglinger

and Fenian [1933] i KB 793.
ti Summers v Salford Corpi'. [1943] AC 283 at 293, [1943] i All ER 68 at 72. Cf the earlier

attitude: Jones v Green (1925] , KB 659 at 668, where Salter J said the standard of repair
required by those Acts is naturally ... a humble standard'; and Morgan V Liverpool Corpii

[1927]2 KB 131.
12 Eg R v Waddington (18oi) i East 143 at 155, where cornering a market was described as 'a

most heinous offence'. See also J H Pigott & Son v Docks and- Inland Waterways Executive (1953]

1 QB 338, [1953] 1 All ER 22.
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and industry they proceeded instead on the narrower criteria of conspiracy
and blackmail'3. In the result, Parliament had to step in' 4. However, they
have not shown themselves to be altogether impotent, for the Court of Ap-
peal has declared that the refusal by the Jockey Club to grant a trainer's
licence . to a woman was an unreasonable exercise of discretion by a mono-
polistic concern".

EQUALITY

The popular notion of 'justice' is based, however vaguely, on a sense of
equality, either distributive or corrective". Of more specific manifestations
of justice in the sense of distributive and corrective equality the following
may be mentioned.

i. Redress for wrongdoing, whether in the form of punishment or payment
of cc-;pensation, has to be proportionate to the injury. This has been the
concern of law from primitive regulation of self-help" down to contemporary
versions of making the punishment fit the crime.
2. In the exercise of judicial or quasi-judicial powers the rules of natural
justice should be observed. 'Justice' said Lord Hewart CJ 'should not only
be done, but should manifestly and undoubtedly be seen to be ddne" 8; and
speaking of natural justice in rather wide terms, the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council spoke of this as incorporated into the common law." In
a narrower sense, the first rule of 'natural justice' is that no one shall he
judge in his own cause". Secondly, no one may be condemned unheard, the
corollary of which is that he or she should be given reasonable notice of the
nature of the case to be met'. The remaining rules are not directly concerned
with the principle of equality, but may be mentioned all the same. The
tribunal must act in good faith'. The Report of the Committee on Ministers'
Powers added two more doubtful rules. One is that a party is entitled to
know the reasons for a decision, but this is not necessarily accepted even in

13 Eg Thorne v Motor Trade Association [t937] AC 797. [ 1 93713 All ER 157.
14 Restrictive Practices Act 1956.
x, Jiagle Fdtd.en [1966] 2 Q8 633, [19661 i All ER 689, especially Lord Denning MR at 644.

645 and at 693; and Danckwerts LJ at' 651 and at 697.
6 Aristotle ),'icomachean Ethics I': see p 65 ante.

17 As to which, see p 203 ante.
i8 R o Sussex Justices, ex p McCarthy [1924] , KB 256 at 259. The test is applied objectively:

Lake District Special Planning Board a Secretasy of State for Entironmtnt (ig) ilg Sol Jo 187.
19 Ong Ah Chuim v Public Prosecutor [zg8,) AC 648 at 670, [198013 WLR 855 at 965, PC,
20 Dimes v Grand Junction Canal (Propeietaiy) ( 182) 3 HL Cas 759; R v Sussex Justices. ex p

McCarthy cli supra; R v Hendon RDC, ex  Ch.orlç, [1933] 2 KB 696.
i Enin,ton o Minister of Health 1 1935 , KB 249. For limits on its application, see Local

Government Board o Arlidge (1915) AC 120; Franklin o Minister of Town and Country Planning

[1948] AC 8, [ig.t] 2 All ER 289; Pillai p City Council of Singapore (1968] , WLR 1278;
Joints Revs (igo] Ch 345, [1969] 2 Al! ER 274; R p Aston Urdrersily Senate, sxp Rojey [,969]
2 QB 538, [1969] 2 All ER 96. Not applicable to binding over: R o Woking Justices. cxft
Goasage ['973] 031 8, (1973] 2 All ER 62!; R  North London Metropolitan Magistrate,
Eajtvood [197313 All ER 50, [1973] , WLR 965; I/erring o Templeman [197313 All ER 56
Prohibition of legal representation: En&I-1IJ Town Football Club, Ltd o Football Association, Ltd
[1971] Ch 591, [ 1 97 1 ] I All ER 215; Fraser u Mudge [ 1 975] 3 All ER 78, [1975] i WLR
1132.

2 Byrne v KTu,emaiograph Renters Society Ltd [1958] 2 All ER 579 at 599, [ 1 9 8) i WLR 762 at
784.
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judicial decisions'. The other is that in a public inquiry held by an inspector
to guide a Minister in reaching a decision, the inspector's report should be
available to the parties, but this is not accepted either". The House of Lords
has stated that the rules of natural justice apply equally to final and preli-
minary hearings'.
3. Distributive justice requires equal distribution of benefits among equals',
and it was in accordance with this principle that the Court of Appeal insisted
in Nagle v Fe,lden 7 that the refusal by the Jockey Club to grant a trainer's
licence to a woman was contrary to public policy. On the other hand, a
superior principle may prevail over that of equality, as in Best v Fox', where
the House of Lords reluctantly decided to perpetuate an inequality between
the sexes in the entitlement to sue for loss of consortium, because to have
done otherwise would have extended an anachronism based on an ancient
quasi-proprietary right of husbands over wives.
4. Distributive justice also requires equality of burdens as of benefits. Thus,
in Roberts v Hopwood' the House of Lords invalidated a welfare scheme intro-
duced by a local authority on the ground that expensive social experiments
should not be introduced by local authorities at the expense of one section
only of the local community without Parliamentary authority.
5. The need to ensure equality of treatment for all persons is a justification
for the doctrine of precedent, though not necessarily of store dtcüis. It is,
incidentally, interesting to note that while justice in one sense demands
certainty in the law through reliance on precedents"', justice in another sense
demands the rejection of erroneous or outdated precedents. 'Certainty in law
must not become certainty of injustice', said Maitland". The conflict here is
between distributive equality of treatment and corrective equality requiring
redress in the individual case. To meet this difficulty some limited departures
from stare decisis have been evolved, principally the change in practice by the
House of Lords that they will no longer be bound by their own decisions, as
well as the established techniques of overruling, -not following and distin-
guishing' 2 . It is not easy to predict how a court is likely to resolve conflict on
any given occasion.
6. The removal of special advantages and disadvantages of certain indivi-
duals a'd bodies is another example of the leaning towards distributive

3 Cites v Walker (1890) 24 QBD 656; William Denby & Sons Ltd o Minister of Health [1936] KB
337; Automatic Wood Turning Co Ltd v Stringer [tg] AC 544 at 550, [1957] z All ER 90 at
93; R  Gaming Board of Great Britain, exp Benaim and A7zaid2 [1970] 2 QB 417, [1970) 2 AllER 528. Giving clear reasons was, however, required in French Kier Develo/.nnen!s Lob v Secretaty
ofSta:efor the Environment ['9771 1 All ER 296.

4 Local Government Board  Arlidge [19i5] AC 120.
5 Wiseman v Bornemanl, 97 ,] AC xi, [1961 3 All ER :75, disapproving Parry.jones v LawSociety [Y968] Ch ,, [igGS] tAll ER 177.
6 See ch 4 ante.
7 [1966] 2 QB 633, [1966] i All ER 689. See the Sex Discrimination Act 1975, and the EECTreaty, art it g.
8 [1952] AC 716, [1952] 2 All ER g ; doctrine now abolished by the Administration of

justice Act 1982, sa(a).
9 [,g] AC 578. See also Prescott o Birmingham Corpn 1 I 951 Ch 210, [1954] 3 All ER 698;Taylor p Munrow [1960] , All ER 455, [1960] i WLR 151. Cf , Walker's Deci4jo,, [ 1 441KB 6, [i] iAll ER 614.

10 Mirehouse vRennet! (1833) 1 a & Fin 527 at 546.
ii Collected Papers 111, pp 486-487. See also Cardozo The Nature ofthe Judicial Process p51.
12 See pp 127 et seq. ante. See also the unanimous utterances in the Supreme Court of Pakistan

in Jllaniv Government ofpunjab Pak. LD(ig7) SC lQat r68-i&	 .,,
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equality, eg the Crown, husband and wile, certain religious and non-religious

groups'3.
7 .

 In order to achieve as well as preserve equality the courts tend to lean
on the side of the underdog, and it is their shifting attitude that makei it
impossible to discern a hierarchy of values beyond the first three that were
mentioned. For instance, as between government and the individual, there
was a timewhen the monarch, by virtue of his prerogative, sought to oppress
the subject, and the judiciary came to the latter's rescue. Today, after the
evolution of representative government, there is no longer quite the same
menace to the individual, though when occasion arises the courts will still

intervene on his behalf' 4 . The attitude has now changed to an appreciation
of the fact that government is not out to oppress and has an enormously
difficult task. The courts, therefore, no longer consider themselves the watch-
dogs on government, but are ready to assist. The more complex and diverse
society becomes, the more its cohesion has to be considered, which means
that courts are readier than before to apply 'social' yardsticks of evaluation
in preference to 'individual' yardsticks. As Lord Parker CJ put it:

'The traditional function of the judiciary has always been to supervise and

overlook duties exercised under the law by administrative tribunals and autho-
rities. Accordingly, there is a natural tendency to identify judicial action with
the control of abuses of governmental power, and to identify "government
under law" with judicial intervention against executive action. But, to regard
the sole concern of the Courts in their supervisory capacity as the restraining of
abuses is, I think, to misconceive their proper role. In addition to this negative
task, there is a positive responsibility to be the handmaiden of administration
rather than its governor. This positive task involves, first, the recognition that
national policy requires a measure of administrative freedom; second, the affir-
mation by the courts of their responsibility in facilitating the objectives of
administrative action as approved and authorised by Parliament; and third,
the appreciation by the judiciary that the methods of judicial control and
action are not always appropriate to the solution of disputes between the
individual and the State"'.

The law of contract, too, provides some interesting examples. The axiom
upon which its rules traditionally developed is that there should be equality
in the bargaining positions of the parties"', and when that is lost the courts
attempt to restore it. Thus, the public are at a disadvantage as against
commercial concerns when contracts for services are in 'standard form'.
There is no freedom to bargain one has either to accept the terms set out or
do without the service. Such a situation lends itself to abuse and, although
the courts can do little once the customer has appended his signature to the
document, they have striven to give such relief as they can".

13 Crown Proceedings Act 1947; Law Reform (Husband and Wife) Act 1962: Bowman ii Secular

Society Ltd [1917] AC 406; Bourne vKeen [19191 AC 815. In connection with public corpor-
ations, see Tornhn p HannaJ'ord [igo] i KB 18, [1949] 2 All ER 327. What is contra")' to
this tendency is the increase in special immunities and liberties of trade unions, which were
curtailed somewhat by the ig8o's legislation.

14 Congiev€ vHome Office [1976) QB 629, [1976] i All ER 697.

15 Parker (1959) Lionel Cohen Lectures V, 25. For an example ofjudicial control of executive
action, see Bradbury v Enjield London Borough Council [,96] 3 All ER 434. 119671 s WLB.

1311.
i6 Printing and Numerical Registering Co vSampson (1875) LR 59 Eq 462 at 465.

17 By means of the doctrine of notice, reasonableness and the contra pioferen.tem rule, though
older in origin: On the use of the doctrine of fundamental term in this connection, see Lord
Droning MR in Lenios Pottt Steam Carpet Cleaning Co Ltd [1978) QB 69 at 80-81, [1977]

3 All ER 4 98 at 504, but the doctrine was rejected by the House of Lords in Photo Production

Lida Securisor Transport Ltd( ig8o] AC 327, [1980] I All ER 556, HL.
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The best examples are to be found in the sphere of employment. There
used to be no equality in the bargaining position between employer and
employee and accordingly the courts leaned on the side of the latter. Lord
Denning MR has commented on inequality of bargaining power and has
said that the strong should not be allowed to push the weak". Thus , courts
have always been less ready to countenance covenants in restraint of trade
between employer and employee than between vendors and purchasers, who
are on a more equal footing. As Scrutton LJ said:

'It is now well established that the Courts will view restraints of trade which
are imposed between equal contracting parties for the purpose of avoiding
undue competition and carrying on trade without excessive fluctuations and

r,i-c favour tliau they will regard euiracts between master
and servant in unequal positions of bargaining".

In the law of torts, the defence of consent was all but eliminated 20; the
unpopular defence of'co,nmon employment' was whittled away to vanishing
point before its abolition by statute'; conformity with standard practice in
providing safety measures will not always absolve an employer from negli-
gence'; and employers are required to take precautions suited to the known
frailties of individual workmen". Statutory provisions for safety are likewise
construed strictly against employers. As Lord Wright said:

'It has been established by a series of decisions of this House that the employer's
obligation to comply with statutory provisions for the safety of his employees
is generally absolute ... If the duty is not fulfilled, the employer is liable for
the consequences to his workmen, however blameless he may be, at least in the
absence of some qualifying words in the Act or regulation. Even then the onus
is on the employer to prove that he is entitled to rely on the qualifica-
tion".

The trade union movement developed to redress the unequal bargaining
position between employer and employee, and the fact that a union is en-
titled to intervene on behalf of one of its members is recognised'. The result
now of the established power of trade unions, coupled with the increase in
statutory protection and welfare schemes for workmen, is that they are not
as much in need of judicial protection as they used to be. On the contrary,
it is employers who are at a disadvantage. Hence, since about 1950 the courts
have leaned slightly in their favour. For instance, with regard to statutory
and common law duties, Lord Tucker said:

18 Clifford Davis Management Lids WEA Records Ltd [iy,] i All ER 237 at 240-241, [1975] I
WLR 6i at 64-65.

19 English Hop Growers Lid o Dering [1928] 2 KB 174 at i8o; and see Ronbar Enterprises Lid o
Green [1954] 2 All ER 266 at 270. An important decision, where inequality was not involved
and the employee's obligation to act fairly by his employer was taken into account, is Hives,
LLdv Park RojalScientfic Instruments Lid [sg46] CI, 169, 1 1 946] iAll ER 350.

so Smith v Baker & Sons [1891] AC 325; but see IC!, Lids Shatwell [1965] AC 656, [1964] 2 All
ER 999.

i Priestley v Fowler (1837) 3 M & W ,, abolished by the Law Reform (Personal Injuries) Act
1948,S1 (i).

2 Cavanagh v Ulster Wearing Co Lid [io6o] AC 145, [rg] 2 All ER
3 Paris vStepney Borough Council [i95i] AC 367, [igi] sAil ER 42.
4 Riddell v Reid [ig43] AC, at 24, [1942] 2A11 ER 161 at 172.
5 R  Industrial Disputes Tribunal, ex  Queen Maij's College, University of London [1957] 2 QB 483,

[i9'] s All ER 776; Beethesm v Trinidad Cement Lid [1960] AC 132, [1960] , All ER 274.
Where two unions are entitled to represent a workman, the employer may withdraw recog-
nition from one: Gallagher v Post (ffice [1970] 3 All ER 712.
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'It appears to me desirable in these days, when there are in existence so many
statutes and statutory regulations imposing absolute obligations upon employ-
ers, that the courts should be vigilant to see that the common law duty owed
by a master to his servants should not be gradually enlarged until it is barely
distinguishable from his absolute statutory obligations".

The modern law has gone so far in redressing the balance of power between
master and servant that the mere relationship will not give rise to a pre-
sumption of undue influence". Again, the courts have come to imply a term
in contracts of service whereby the employee has to indemnify his employer
if the latter is held vicariously answerable for his negligence', and they have
also revived the defence of consent within limits. Finally, there was also a
tendency to call in question an employer's non-delegable duty to provide for
the safety of his employees. The idea of non-delegable duty had been used as
a means of restricting the defence of 'common employment" 0 , but with the
abolition of that defence there was an attempt to re-interpret the duty in a
less extensive form, especially as the sociological reasons for pushing personal
responsibility to its logical conclusion no longer obtain". The non-delegable
duty appears, however, to have been restored"'.

As has been mentioned, trade unions developed to protect workmen
against employers, but the trade union movement has raised problems of its
own. The idea that trade unions are there to protect workmen against
over-mighty employers is fast becoming anachronistic at the present day,
and the strike weapon is more and more damaging to the national economy.
Some occasions when it has been resorted to, especially when used to interfere
with an individual's liberty to work and also in inter-union disputes, show
how anti-social and anti-individual it can be. Any legal restriction of the
freedom to strike must come from legislation, but judicial interpretation of

this will inevitably be governed by a value-sense' 3 . Moreover, the individual
workman is still not free to bargain as he likes, but is subordinated to the
contract as negotiated between his union and the employer". A more serious
menace is that the union can deprive him of work by bringing pressure to
bear on the employer not to employ him. The problem of the over-mighty
unions has to be faced by government, but the courts in their limited way
have striven on occasions to redress the inequality by giving the workman
relief. An example is Rookes v Barnard" in which the plaintiff, the workman,

6 Latirr.erv AEC Ltd 119531 AC 643 at 68, [13] 2 All ER 449 at 455.
7 Matthew v Bobbins (1980) 256 Estates Gazette 603.
8 Lister a Romford Ice and Cold Storage Co Ltd [igi] AC 555, (1957) i All ER 125. Under

'gentlemen's agreement' employers will not now claim indemnities.
g IC! Ltd a Shstwell (1965) AC 66, [1964) 2 All ER 999. The limitations are that the

employer's answerability has to be purely vicarious, not personal, and it would not be
contrary to public policy to allow the defence. Sec also O'Reilly ii National Rly and Tramway
Appliances Ltd[ t9661 t All ER 499 at 504.

io l5ilsons & Clyde Cod Co Ltd0 English [1938] AC 57 119371 3 All ER 628.
it Viscount Simonds and Lord Reid in Dame a New Minion Board Mills Lid [gJ AC 604,

[1959] , All ER 346. As to the effect on the ratio of Wilsor,s case (note to supra), see
PP 137-138 ante. See also Sollic-an a Gallagher & Craig 1960 SLT 7°.

12 The Employer's Liability (Defective Equipment) Act 1969, has overruled Datie's case (note
it supra) and has imposed a statutory non-delegable duty with regard,to equipment.

13 In Collymorev A-C of Trinidad and Tobago [ 1 7o] AC 538, (1969] 2 All ER 1207. the Privy
Council decided that freedom of association is not impaired by restricting the freedom to
strike. In Assciated.Vewspapers Group a Flynn (1970) to KIR i, a token strike in protest
against proposed legislation was held not to be a trade dispute.

4 .,Vational Coal BoaidCalley [t958] i All ER 91, [1958] i WLR 16.
35 [19641 AC 1129, [ 1 964) 1 All ER 367; overruled by the Trade Disputes Act 196.
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the threat ofthe union, to which the plaintiff belonged, that the union would induce their
other workmen to strike in breach of their contracts 

with the employers andso cause them loss. The House of Lords decided in favour of the plaintiff. A
reading of the speeches will reveal how their lordships found a loophole in
the Trade Disputes Actr906. It is also to be noted that the judges of the
Court of Appeal and of the House of Lords came to opposite conclusions as
a result of their respective interpretatiop. of the law. It is difficult to assert
with confidence that any particular value, or set of values, underlies such a
decision as this where there is a difference of opinion among the judges and
where, in any case, the values, whatever they may be, are not explicit. As
against allegations of class-bias, anti-trade unionism and the like it is sug-
gested that a sense of distributive equality is at least as likely an explanation.
For this reason, if for no other, the decision deserved to be applauded.

CONSISTENCY AND FIDELITY TO RULES, PRINCIPLES, 
DOCTRINESAND TRADITION

Some believe that judicial reasoning proceeds exclusively by means of the
case-by-case method and that the influence of values is 

infin itesimal if notnon-existent. They overlook two points. One is that the 
perception of similar-ities and dissimilaritis, which is the essence of this mode of reasoning, is

subjective". The other is the need for consistency and what is here 
calledfidelity to rules, principles, doctrines and tradition, which are important

values in themselves.

'In legal matters, some degree of certainty is at least as 
valuable: a part ofjustice as perfection', said Lord Hailsham'. It has many 

manifestations Anobvious one is the doctrine of precedent and 
stare decisis, which was carriedto an extreme when both the House of Lords and the Court of 

Appealdeclared themselves bound by their own decisions. The House, as has been
mentioned, has now relaxed its practice as a concession to 

flexibility, but the
need for certainty ensures that the power to depart from its prior decisions
will only be exercised very sparingly". The Court of Appeal, 

however, con-tinues to be bound by its decisions, which means that 'flexibility has to this
extent to be sacrificed to certainty"9.
i6 See pp 1 53, 156 ant,..
17 Cassell & Co Ltd v Broome [1972] AC 1027 at £054, [ 1 9721 1 All ER 8o, at 8.sg. He rcpcatejthis in Re Cunningham [1982] AC 566 at 5 81 , [1981] 2 All ER 863 at 870. See also MegawLJ in Ulster-SwiftLid a Taunton Meat Haulage Ltd Fraasen Transport XV (Third Party) [1977]3 All ER 64 1 at 646-647, [ i ] , WLR 625 at 632.
18 Note (Judicial Prece,.j [ 1 96613 Al] ER 77, [1966]i WLR 1234. In Conway pj,,, [1jAC 9 10, [ i968] i All ER 874 the House preferred to distinguish a P revi

ous decision ratherthan overrule it. So, too, the House stressed the importance of not Weakening 
certainty whenit declined, after careful considcr-jon to overrule a previous decision although the majority

thought it to have been wrongly decided: 
Jones a Secretary of Stasef& ScwJ 

SCTVSCCS [1972] ACg, [1972] All ER 145; and the same consideration applied in Knull,,. (Publishing, Printingand Promotions) Ltd a DPP [ig] 
AC [1972] 2 All ER 898. In the latter case it isparticularly noteworthy that Lord Reid, who had dissented 

emphatically in the previouscase, followed it nevertheless expressly on the ground of certainty - On the other hand, inBritish Railways Board v Herrington
overruled a previous decision. See [1972] AC 877, [1972] tAll ER 749, the House in effectalso TheER 148.	 Johanna Oldendoff [ 1 974] AC 479, 1 1 97313 All

19 Per Geoffrey Lane LJ in Miliangos George Frank (Textiles) Lid 
[1975] QB 487 at 507, [zg]All ER '076 at 1088; so, too, Scarman U in Fared! a Alexander [1976] 

QB 345 at 371,[1976] 1 All ER £29 at 1 47, CA (revsd [,] AC 59, [1976] 2 All ER 721, HL, butScar-man Li's point was specifically approved: see at 92, and at 741-742).
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Even within the framework of stare decisis, consistency works powerfully in

inducing judges to prefer to play variations on fact-statements than on law-
statements". For instance, to take an extreme example, the situation where

bottle of ginger beer is different from that where
a dead snail is found in a
a snail is found in a tin of fruit salad; but there is irresistible pressure not to
stress such a difference. Similar pressure applies in varying degrees to less
obvious situations. One reason lies in the inertia of human nature, which
prefers guidance to the agony of decision. 'The instinct of inertia' said Lord
Wright 'is as potent in judges as in other people". Another is that people
often regulate their conduct with reference to existing rules, which makes it
important for judges to abide by them. This is especially so in commercial
dealings. Innovations can be unsettling and lead to a loss of confidence'.
The Privy Council expressed the policy aspect of this clearly:

'If the legal process is to retain the confidence of the nation, the extent to
which the High Court exercises its undoubted power not to adhere to a pre-
vious decision of its own must be consonant with the consensus of opinion of
the public, of the elected legislature and of the judiciary as to the proper
balance between the respective roles of the legislature and of the judiciary as
lawmakers ... Such consensus is influenced most of all by the underlying
political philosophy of the particular nation as to the appropriate limits of the
law making function of a non-elected judiciary".

This need to abide by existing rules is all the stronger at a time when the
judiciary happens to be under attack, or viewed with suspicion. A discretion-
ary element is unavoidable in the judicial process, but it is important that
this should be played down by conforming with rules as far as possible. In
other words at such a time the value of consistency acquires very high
priority, so much so that fidelity to rules may even override the sense of
justice for the individual and public interest'.

It follows that judicial discretion should only be exercised within limits,
since otherwise confidence in the administration of the law would be shaken.
The problem is to determine what those limits are. The point may be illus-
trated by taking liability for negligence in tort, the requirements of which
are the existence of a duty of care owed to the plaintiff, a breach of that
duty causing damage, which is not too remote. 'Duty', 'breach', 'causation'
and 'remoteness' are terms with a variety of meanings, all of which are

controlled by value considerations . It was, therefore, no more than a candid

avowal of the actual state of affairs when Lord Denning MR stated:
'The more I think about these cases, the more difficult I find it to put each
into its proper pigeon-hole. Sometimes I say: "There was no duty". 

In others

20 Llewellyn The Coo,mon Law Tradition, Deciding Appeals, speaks of 'situation-sense': see

especially pp 121 et seq. His fourteen 'steadying factors' in this connection are

examples of the value of consistenCY. For the use of fiction in combining certainty

with adaptability. see Maine Ancient Law ch 2; Fuller Legal Fictions; Stein and Shand

Legal Values in Western Societj Pp 32-40.
Wright 'Precedents' (1943) 8 CLJ s.-ç.

2 A/s Awileo o Fuluja 5pA di )iauigazione, The Chitu,as (1913111 All ER 652 
at 659. [198 11

,WLR 314 at 322, HL, per Lord Bridge.
Cf Llewellyn p 3 et seq. He was concerned at the alleged loss of confidence in the

Supreme Court.
4 Geelong Harbor Trust Comrs o Gibbs Bright & Co (19741 AC 8,o 

at 820-821, (1974] 2

WUR 507 at 514, per Lord Diplock-
5 Du,00lt Steels Ltd vSirstIg8o] I All ER 529, (1980] ,WLR 142, HL.

6 Clerk & Lindselton Torte pp 588-9i.
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I. say: "The damage was too remote". So much so that I think the time has
come to discard these tests which have proved so elusive. It seems to me better
to consider the particular relationship in hand, and see whether or not, as a
matter of policy, economic loss should be recoverable, or not".

His Lordship is here drawing attention to the importance of values; he should
not be misunderstood as advocating the abandonment of the rules concerning
duty, breach etc. The important thing is to fit value-judgements into them,
Policy paraded in its nakedness is more disturbing than when it is fitted into
traditional garments. If the ambiguous requirements are to be removed, then
negligence liability in its entirety should be abolished and replaced by a
different scheme; but as long as such liability is retained, its rules must be
seen to be applied. The task of the judge is not only to see that justice is
done, but that it is seen to be done according to law.

Apart from rules, there are principles and doctrines, eg mens rea, fault,
lurpi causa non oritur aclio, privity of contract, presumption of innocence etc.
The part which these play has been explained in an earlier chapter. Fidelity
to them is no less important than fidelity to rules.

It is obvious that the balance between certainty and flexibility can never
be fixed. Both can be combined in the case of concepts of indeterminate
content, eg negligence, possession, since the rules, which embody them, can
remain fixed and at the same time allow flexibility in their application. Also,
perhaps with less frequency, new rules can be created within some established
concept, principle or doctrine'. Greater restraint has to be observed in creat-
ing or overturning an established rule or doctrine.

A different kind of pressure is exercised by traditions as distinct from rucs,
principles and doctrines. Public confidence is also retained by adhering to
tradition. One aspect of this derives from the pressure of office. It is com-
monplace that even the most radical innovators are tamed in the saddle of
power. The traditions of the judicial office , impo'.e a sense of responsibility
and conformity with its standards and values. Above all, there is an ingrained
way of thinking, which is the product of training and the expertise of the
craft. The lawyer's way of 'going about the job', as Llewellyn put it, incul-
cates an attitude of mind of keeping to what is known and this becomes
standard practice".

MORALITY

There can be little doubt that moral considerations do influence rules of law,
but this aspect has to be distinguished from the question how far laws should

give effect to moral attitudes, which was discussed earlier1t.
Allen said that 'our judges have always kept their. fingers delicately but

7 Spartan Steel and Alloys Ltd u Martin & Co (Contractors) Ltd [1973] QB 27 at 37, [1972] 3 All
ER 557 at 562, CA.

8 See pp 45-46 ante,
9 Eg Iledley Byrne & Co Ltd v Heller & Partners L!d[t964] AC 465, [19631 2 All ER 57. HL.

to Lleu4.yn pp rg et seq. Simpson has argued that the 'common Law' is not the sumsotil of
stated rules, but the acceptance as more or less correct by a specialist profession of formu-
lations of a mass of ideas and practices, which are used in dedding disputes rationally- In
this sense common law is the general custom of the realm; and this is also how professional
ethics generates pressure to conform: 'The Common Law and Legal Theory' in OtJa'd Ejoayc
in Jurispradence (2nd series, ed Simpson) ch 4. Sec also SVcyrauch The Personality ojLasçye's;
Shklar Lzgalmnn.

it See ppiitctseq. ante.
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firmly upon the pulse of the accepted morality of the day". How far in fact,
they do so it is not easy to say. Lord Mansfield went so far as to assert that
the law of England prohibits everything which is contra bonos mores"'; but

other judges have been more cautious"'. Viscount Simonds, however, forcibly
re-asserted . the judicial task of preserving moral standards in words which
have been quoted earlier' 5 .	 -

So it is that the courts will contrive to suppress dishonesty. The purchase
of honours has long been held illegal" and further instances of the manipu-
lation of legal concepts to this end will be found in Chapters 12 and 13. The
attitude towards sexual immorality has changed, generally speaking, from
one of prohibition to a refusal to assist the parties in the enforcement of
claims based on immorality. Adultery used to be an offence, but is not now;
an immoral consideration still avoids a contract". In R o Prince", it was a
sense of the immorality of Prince's conduct in abducting a girl that influenced
the court to reject his defence of a bonafide mistake that she was of statutory
aged while in R v Tolson", Mrs Tolson intended to do nothing immoral by
re-marrying when she reasonably believed that her first husband had died;
so the court allowed her bonajide belief to be a defence. In Parry v Parry and
Adams and MacKay20 , a co-respondent in a divorce case, who disputed having
to pay costs to the husband on the ground that he did not know the wife
was married, was nevertheless cast in costs since he should not have had
intercourse with a woman other than his wife. So, too, 'unlawful sexual
intercourse' in the Sexual Offences Act 1956, S 19 (i) has been held to mean
'illicit', ie outside marriage'.

With regard to the marriage tie, the attitude towards it can become com-
plicated by differing religious views. For instance, has a marriage been con-
summated if the parties use contraceptives? The House of Lords said, yes'.
The sanctity of the marriage bond has produced the rule that there can be
no conspiracy between spouses, nor publication of defamatory matter. Any
condition attached to a bequest, which might encourage separation or strife,
is void'; and so is a condition that a wife (as distinct from a widow) shall
assume the testator's name and arms. Under the old Rent Acts a tenant
husband, who deserted his, wife, was deemed to remain in possession of the
premises so that the wife could be protected from eviction by the landlord';
but the same did not apply to a mistress'. In R v Wheat; R v Stocks', it was

12 Allen Leg "! Duties p 201.
13 Jone.s rRsnda/i(i774) 1 Cowp 17 at 39, Re Dela0af (1763)3 Burr 1434 at 1438-1439.
14 Eg Serutton LJ in Re Wigei1, exp Hart [1921] 2 KB 835 at 89.
15 Shaw v DPP [1962] AC 220 at 268, [ig6i] 2 All ER 4 6 at 452-453, quoted at p 181 ante.
16 Egerton r BrownJow (1853)4 HL Ca, i;Parkinson r College of Ambulance Ltd and Harrison [1925]

2KBI.
17 Ajerstejembius (1873) LR 16 Eq 275; Alexander v Rajson [1936] i KB 16g.
18 (1875) LR 2 CCR i CfR v Hibbert(i869) LRi CCR 184.
19 '1889) 23 QBD 168
20 19021 100 Sol Jo 288.
i Re Chapman [1gsg],QB,[,g58]3 All ER,43
2 Baxter r Baxter [tg]AC74, [i.t] 2 All ER 886.
3 Rejolu,son's 14i!i Trusts [1967] Ch 387, [ 1 96 ] , All ER 553.
4 Re Hozcard's Will Trusts [ig6i] Ch 50, [1961] 2 All ER 413.
5 Old Gate Estates Ltd v Alexander [,q5o] , X.B3II,[,g.9] 2 

All 
ER822.

6 Thoipoon v Ward 1 1 9531 QB 153 1 1 9531 , All ER i 169, coil,, Smith Music Ltd r Rid5c [1975]
All ER 290, [ig,] i WLR 463. See also Diwell v Fames [i] 2 All ER 39 ' [19591

VLR 624.
7 [,g2,] KB	 disapproved in R  Go,,Jf [i968] 2 QB 6, [1968] i All ER 849. Sec also

t%iggins r Wiggins and Ingram ['9581 2 All ER 555, [198] 1 WLR 10 13.
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held that after a decree nisi had been granted on a divorce petition, but
before it had been made absolute, the marriage still existed technically so
that a party committed bigamy by re-marrying within that time, notwith-
standing an honest belief that a decree nisi meant that the marriage had
ended. In Fender v Mildmay8, on the other hand, a contract to marry another
person before the decree nisi was made absolute was upheld by a majority of
the House of Lords. Here the conflict of values was between the sanctity of
contract and the mere outward shell of a marriage which had come to an
end for all practical purposes.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONVENIENCE

No orders will be made unless their working can be effectively supervised'.
In Paton v British Pregnancy Advisory Service Trustees" the point arose for the
first time whether a husband was entitled to an injunction to stop his wife
from having an abortion as allowed by the Abortion Act 1967, but against
his wish. Sir George Baker P refused an injunction, saying, 'it would be quite
impossible for the courts in any event to supervise the operation of the
Abortion Act 1967. The great social responsibility is firmly placed by the law
upon the shoulders of the medical profession'. Apart from this, convenience
may determine the interpretation that is to be placed upon a rule", and in
the absence of authority convenience may help to decide an issue'2.

INTERNATIONAL COMITY

The desire to conform to the practice of other nations and to maintain
friendly relations with them has shaped a number of rules. In default of any
statutory or common law rule, a court may adopt a rule of customary
international law. There is a view put forward by international lawyers that
international law 'is per se part of the law of the' which was originally
based mainly on dicta in certain ancient cases the decisions in which, how-
ever, were based on statute. More retntly the Court of Appeal accepted it
in Trendlex Trading Corpn Ltd v Central Bank of Nigeria", and the rule that was
adopted from international law has since been made statutory. It is not

8 [1938] AC i . f 1937113 All ER 402.
g Eg Chapmanu Honig [1963) 2 QB 502, [09631 2 All ER 513.

10 [, 979]Q8276at581,[I978]2 All ER987at991.
ii Fry V IRC ( t g] Ch 86, [1958) 3 All ER 90; Gatehouse o Vise (Inspector of Taxes) [19561 3

ER 773 at 776-777 (affd [17] Ch 367, [0957] 2 All ER 183).
IS Adams v National Bank of Greece SA [ig6i] AC 255 at 776, [0960] 2 All ER 421 at 426.

Inconvenience: Cattle r Stockton Wateraorks Co (0875) LR to QB 453 at 457. Where the

inconvenience is not too b'eat: Rodriguez a Speyer Bras, [1919] AC 59 at 132. It has been held

to prevail over sanctity of contract: Taunion-Collins a Cosmic (19641 2 All ER 332 at 333. 334.

(0964] I WLR 633 at 633, 637.
03 Lauterpacht (1939) 25 Crotius Society 51; Private Law Sources and Analogies 75n; O.ppenhrom

International Law (8th edn) pp 37-47; McNa.sr (,g.) 30 Grotius Society ii; Dickinson (0932)
26 American Journal of International Law 239; Scott (0907) t American Journal of Inter-
national Law 830; Westlake (0906) 22 LQR 04 (reprinted in Collected Papers 498); MorgCfl

stern (io) 27 BYIL 42; Seidl-Hohenveldern (1963) 12 International and Comparative
Law Quarterly 88.

04 [,g] QB 529, [0977] z All ER 88s, CA. See also The Plaja Larga [198311 AC 244, (i98i1
2 All ER 0064; and now the State Immunity Act 198. 1 . Trendtex was not followed in

Uganda Co (Holdings) Ltd a Government of Uganda [1979] i Lloyd's Rep 480, but this C23C has

been disapproved.
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possible to express an opinion on this view tmtil the meaning of 'per se' has
been clarified. No one disputes that international treaty law does not become
part of English law until the treaty provisions are incorporated in an Act of
Parliament. With regard to customary international, law, no one disputes
that a rule of customary international law cannot go against statute or
precedent and that, where these exist, British courts have a duty to follow
their own binding authority. Nor, further, does any one dispute that, in the
absence of statute or precedent, a court has the power to adopt a rule of
international law. The nub of the matter is whether this power is coupled
with a duty to adopt the international law rule, or only a liberty to do so. If
it is a duty, then customary international law would have to be included in
the criteria of validity in English law alongside statute, precedent, imme-
morial custom and EEC Directives, the consequence of which for constitu-
tional and municipal lawyers would be profound. They have rejected such
a doctrine' 5 . The precise implication of 'per se part of the law of the land'
has never been faced, which makes even Trendlex inconclusive. Moreover, it
has to be remembered that what judges say is not always indicative of what
they do; and the position here seems similar to that with regard to imme-
morial custom where also judges say that they are bound by such customs
though in fact they exercise discretion whether to adopt them or not"'. There
is the further difficulty of identifying rules of international law, especially
customary rules, because the criteria ofvalidity vary with different kinds of
tribunals". On the other hand, if 'per se part of the law of the land' means
only that courts have the power and liberty to adopt rules of customary
international law without these having to be incorporated in Acts of Parlia-
ment, no one will disagree, though 'per se' is tendentious and misleading.
Such, it is submitted, is the position, which is why international law is here
included among the persuasive factors that guide judicial discretion.

Further points are (a) Statutes will be construed so as to avoid conflict
s-th international law' 8. (b) Acts giving offence to friendly powers will
receive no assistance from the courts". (c) The law of extradition shows an
elaborate pattern of rules that are the outcome of accommodating the need
15 Jennings, The Law and the Constitution pp 173-176; Holdsworth HEL XIV (edt Goodhart andHanbu-) ) pp See also the author's 'Mechanism of Definition as Applied to Inter-

national Law' (i) CLJ 226-23,. Their view is supported by Commercial and Estates Ce of
r Board of Trade [igs] , KB 271 at 295; Compania .Namera Vascongada v The Cnsiina

[1938] AC 485 at 497-498, 502, ['38] i All ER 719 at 725, 728; Chung Chi Gheung a R[ 1 9 3 9] AC i6o at 167-168, [1938] 4 All ER 786 at 79o; The Totten 1 1 9461 P 13 at 142,[1946] 2 All ER 372 at 375; R Boitrill, ex/, Kuecl,.enmcjotcr [ig] KB 41 at 5, [i946] 2 AllER 434 at 436; Riverstone Meal Co Ply Ltd v Lancashire Shipping Co Ltd [1961] AC 807. [1961]i All ER 495; Re Secretary of State for the Home Department, exp Thakrar [ 1 974] QB 684, [974]2 All ER 261.
16 See PP 190-191 ante
1 7 Se p408-497 post.

iS Lauterpacht (gg) 25 Grotius Society at 76; Oppenheim at p 41. The statement of LordMansfield in Heat/folds Chilton (1767) 4 Burr 2015 at 2016, is not viewed seriously evei by
supporters of the doctrine of incorporation. The correct view is to be found in Mortensen vPet-,r 1 906 1 4 SLT 227; J'fajm Mo!, a AGfor Pdestine [1948] AC 351; Theophite a SG
[095oJ AC 186 at ig, [1950] i All ER 405 at 407-408; !RC a Colico Dealings [1959] 3 AllER 35 , 21355 (affd [1962] AC ,, [ , 96 i ] , All ER 762); Salomon v Customs and Excise Cows[1 967] 2 OB 116, [3966] 3 All ER 871; Cheng a Coon [1968] 1 All ER 79, [1968] i WLR242; Co-croft Ltd a Pan American Airways Inc [ig6g] t QB 616, [1969] t All ER 82; R a
Secretary ouf Statefor Home Affairs, exp Bhajan Slough 

[975] 2 All ER io8, at 1083. With regard
to the European Convention on Human Rights, later British statutes will be interpreted so
as not to conflict with the Convention . Ra Decry [ I 971 Cesm LR 550.19 Do lI'ut z Hendnchs (1824) 2 Bing 334; Foster a Driscoll fa9291 iKE 470.
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to co-operate with other countries in suppressing crime and to uphold the
liberty of the individual". (d) Where courts have discretion, the manner of
its exercise will be influenced by considerations of comity'. (e) Delicate con-
siderations are also involved in defining the attitude of the courts to foreign
confiscatory decrees. The validity of such decrees in the country in which
they were passed will not be questioned by British courts, for indeed no point
would be served by so doing"; but they will not be given effect in Great
Britain". (f) When a diplomat has committed a tort or breach of contract,
international comity demands, on the one hand, that he be accorded im-
munity from suit, but corrective justice demands, on the other hand, that
the victim be given a remedy. Use has accordingly been made of the 'sanc-
tionless duty' idea, ie that the diplomat is under a duty to pay, but is immune
from process. The significance of this is that third parties, such as insurers
and sureties, can be held responsible while the diplomat himself goes free'.
Conflicting considerations of this kind have shaped the concept of duty. (g;
Since Britain's entry into the European Economic Community the Court of
Appeal has held that courtesy towards other member states requires the
revision of certain traditional rulesS.

CONCLUSIONS

In the first place, the part played by values shows the essential relation
between law and its social setting in the widest sense. Just as one's knowledge
of a fish, for example, is incomplete until one sees it living in its habitat, so,
too, knowledge of laws is incomplete without seeing how they live and behave
in their social habitat. Furthermore, inquiry into the formation of values can
provide insights into the phenomenon of social control through power 3truc-

tures6.
Secondly, values are the life-blood of the law, the motive.power of a

machine which would otherwise be inert. As HolmesJ put it:

'The very considerations which judges most rarely mention, and always with
an apology, are the secret root from which the law draws all the juices o f lie.

20 Eg Schirak.s v Government of Israel [1964] AC 556, [1962) 3 All ER 529: 1? v Gsdfr. [1923] I

KB 24 Factor a Loubenhetmer and Haggard 290 US 276 (1953); US v Rassscher 119 US 407

(i886); B t, Governor of Brixton Prison, ex p Kotccynski [ 1 9551 , QB 540, [1955] 1 All ER 31;

Royal Government of Greece v Brixton Prison Governor [,gi] AC 251 [1969) 3 All ER 1337. Sec
also the Fugitive Offenders Act 1967-

I Seyfang a GD Scone & Co [1973] i QB 148, [ 1 9731 i All ER 290 (on appeal 117 SO' 
Jo iS);

Buttes Gas & Oil Coo Hammer (NO 3) 119821 AC 888, [198113 All ER 6,6; T,mberLaM Lumber

Co,, Bank of America (1984)66 ILR 270.
2 Aksionairnye Obschestvo A lot Luther a James Sagor & Co (19211 3 KB 532; PrincesS Olga Paley

oWeis(ig9] i KB18.
3 Banco do VizcayaDon AIforso do Bourbon  Austria [1935] i KB 140; OppenAeir..en a Cattermolt,

[ 1 9751 i All ER 538. Cf Lorenteen a Lydden & Co Lid [1942] 2 KB 202 (in time of emergency);

A-C of New Zealand u Ortiz [ig8aJ 3 All ER 4'32, [19821 3 \VLR 570 (on appeal [19841 AC

I,[1983]2 All ER 93)- Cf The Rose Mary [1953] i VJ. 246.

4 Dickinson v Del Solar [1930] 1 KB 376 at 380; Zoernsch a Waldock [ ' g.l) 2 All ER 256 at 265-

266, (1964] i WLR 675 at 691-692; Magdalena Steam )iaeiga!ion Co a Mar tin (189) 2 E & E
at 115. On the sanctionlesa duty idea, ste pp 236 et seq. post. -

Eg judgments need no longer be expressed in pounds sterling: Schorsc .tfner GmIH v Heriwn

('9751 QB 416. [19751 , All ER 152; Miliangos a George Frank (Textiles) Ltd ['975] QB 487,

( 1 975) 1 All ER 1076.
6 See chs 19 and 20
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I mean, of course, considerations of what is expedient for the community
concerned. Every important principle which is developed by litigation is in fact
and at bottom the result of more or less definitely understood views of public
policy; most generally, to be sure, under our practice and traditions, the un-
conscious result of instinctive preferences and inarticulate convictions, but
nonetheless traceable to views of public policy in the last analysis".

Thirdly, nothing could be further from the truth than the belief that
judges simply apply laws. The very nature of the process imports choice and
discretion which are guided by values. The idea that judges represent the
blindfold figure of justice, brooding over a machine, is an illusion that
pleases, but the truth is that the machine can be made to work in different
ways, and to do this in a socially acceptable manner they have to keep their
eyes open and their fingers on every thread of the social pulse'.

Fourthly, the judicial task is a highly responsible one since the leeways of
discretion could be utilised in a socially cohesive or divisive Way. Of the cult
of doing justice lawyers have been hailed as the priests; the quality ofjustice
depends even more on the quality of the judges than on the quality of
legislators.

Fifthly, a study of values also reveals a difference between what are loosely
described as 'totalitarian' and 'free' societies. In the former the task of the
judge is to reflect an official set of values. In the latter he has to consider
these alongside others, which may be opposed to them—a more difficult task.
Judicial independence therefore means independence in the choice of values,
and it is in this way that the individual can be protected".

Finally, a study of values raises the question of judicial impersonality. In
a large number of cases the personal element is minimal, but even here, as
pointed out, some choice is inescapable. It becomes more pronounced when
the question is one of evaluating interests and choosing appropriate standards
of evaluation. It was Cardozo CJ who spoke of

'other forces, the likes and the dislikes, the predilections and the prejudices, the
complex of instincts and emotions and habits and convictions,which make the
man, whether he be litigant or judge".

This raises a point of importance. As long as it is believed that judges are
mere l y mechanical appliers of laws it is proper that they should be immune
from criticism. Indeed, one reason why the judiciary has been able to pre-
serve its aloofness for so long is this belief. Another reason has been the
judges' refusal to enter into areas which clearly and obviously involve policy
considerations. They are being forced to do so increasingly in modem con-
ditions, and when, in addition to that, it is realised that policy and discretion,
in whatever degree, are inseparable from the judicial process, then their
conduct is at once open to comment and criticism"'. Are judges socially and

7 Holmes The Corn,,,,,, Law p 35; Lord Wright: 'In one sense every rule of law, either common
law or equity, which has been laid down by the Courts, in that course ofjudicial legislation
which has evolved the law of this courtty, has been based on considerations of public interest
or policy' (Fenders St Joh.l ..Mi/d,,.aj [ig38] AC  at 38, [1937]3 All ER 402 at 424).

8 Cf Robson Yust s Adrn1thfrsJiz,,,. Law ch 5.9 CfUlpian Digest i.,,. pr- 1.
to See pp gg-ioi ante.
ii Cardozo Thg .VaIure of the Jzu,thz1 Process p 167.
IS Stes ens 'J usticiability: The Restrictive Practices Court Re-examined' [1964] PL 221, con-

sidered the wisdom of Parliament in entrusting the Restrictive Practices Court, which is
there to make policy decisions, to thejudiciary, thereby laying it open to criticism.
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politically prejudiced? This accusation is being levelled increasingly at the
judiciary and merits close attention. The whole question illustrates better
than any other the point made at the start of this book that jurisprudential

study has to include, inter alia, the politics of the law 13.

JUDICIAL IMPERSONALITY

Some exercise of discretion, be it large or small, is unavoidable in the very
nature of the judicial process. The point that needs to be stressed now is that
there is a difference between allowing this discretion to be guided by one's
personal likes and dislikes and by one's sense of current values assessed as
objectively as possible. Mr Justice Frankfurter said:

'It is not the duty of judges to express their personal attitudes on such issues,
deep as their individual convictions may be. The opposite is the truth. it is
their duty not to act on merely personal views".

Subjectivity, •however, cannot be excluded altogether, since the pattern of
values is what the individual thinks it is. Hence the need to stress 'as objec-
tively as possible'. Both these points were appreciated by Slesser U:

'Yet, even here, it is suggested, the Judge should apply, not his own private
opinions, but an objecti.'e test. The customary prevailing moral habits and
assumptions of the good citizen should be his criterion, not his own personal
preference, to quote Dr Wurzel of Vienna in his famous judicial Thinking. If all
interpretation were nothing but a Sort of artistic function, then nobody could
ever foresee how any law would be understood or what effect it would have.
Nevertheless, in matters such, for example, as protection of liberty, the views
of the Judge on the respective rights of the citizen and state can hard1 be
excluded, more particularly where society, as a whole, entertains divided opi-
nions. In this case, where the Judge cannot obtain a consensus, what standard
has he except his own opinion?".

The thrust of the attack on judicial values is not so much that judges are
consciously prejudiced, but that they are subconsciously influenced by the
fact that they come from a narrow social Stratum and reflect the values of a
minority class". There can be no question but that subconscious influences
of this kind do exist, but the submission made here is that the charge is prone
to exaggeration".

In the first place, if subconscious influences are taken into account, as
indeed they should be, then account should be taken of all such influences,
including those that tend to counteract and minimise prejudice. One of these
is fidelity to rules, principles and doctrines. Even if a judge were to have
some prejudice and wants to give effect to it, he has to do so as plausibly as
possible within the framework of rules; the leeways of doing so are not
unlimited and this does operate as a brake on personal prejudice' s . It has to

13 Seep iS ante.
14 Frankfurter 'Marshall and the judicial Decision' (t) 69 Harv LR 228.

1 5 Stcaser The Art of Jkdgment pp 32-33.

16 Eg Griffith The Politics oft/u Judiciary, and Administrative Law a*d the judiciary 	 Mcmodai

Lecture 1978).
17 For further analysis, see the author's 'GOtterd.thnmeneng: Gods of 	 Law in Decline' (1981) 1

Legal Studies pp 't-°; and see Lord Wilberforce 'Educating the Judges' (1969) 10JSPTL

(NS) 254, 2 
58.1 8 See p 213-215 ante, and the remark of Lord Diplock in Daport Steels Ltd o Sirs t19801 z All

ER 529 at s, [ig8o] i WLR 142 at 157.
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be remembered that cases are argued, often with great ingenuity, by counsel,
and if one side puts forward an interpretation of a statutory provision or a
precedent, which cannot be countered plausibly, the judge has to decide
accordingly, however much his own wishes are to the contrary. Then there
is 'role pressure', ie the pressure exerted by the judicial office with its tradi-
tion of impartiality. The conditioning influence of roles has been examined
by sociologists and will be discussed later 1 '. The more ancient the office and
its traditions, the stronger the pressure. Most important of all, perhaps, is the
training at the Bar, which is unique in de-personalised thinking. Judges are
recruited from the leaders of the profession, and these are people who have
learned over many years how to throw the whole of their expertise, intelli-
gence and personalities into the causes of their clients, regardless of their own
sympathies and preferences, arguing with equal force whether they sympa-
thise with their clients or not. The effect of such a training over the greater
part of a working life is indelible. It is because of such factors as these that
inquiries into the psychology, upbringing, health, wealth etc of individual
judges are unlikely to bz helpful. The movement known as American Realism

as originally keen to emphasise the significance of the personal element,
but this aspect of the movement has virtually disappeared with the apprecia-
tion of other factors that neutralise or minimise it'°.

Subconscious influences are also countered by conscious appreciation of
the danger of such influences, and such appreciation lies at the root of
responsible action in general. British judges have long been aware of the
possible influences of class and background, so the following remark of Scrut-
ton LJ is less weighty in favour of critics of the judiciary than they suppose,
for it could cut both ways:

Labour says: "Where are your impartial Judges? They all move in the same
circle as the employers, and they are all educated and nursed in the same ideas
as the employers. How can a labour man or a trade union get impartial
justice?" It is very difficult sometimes to be sure that you have put yourself
into a thoroughly impartial position between two disputants, one of your own
class and one not of your class.".

The learned Lord Justice is here saying that the task is difficult, not that it
is impossible; and consciousness of the danger is itself a safeguard. Judges
sometimes bend over backwards to avoid it. Thus, in Exp Church of Scientology'
the Church succeeded in getting their appeal heard by a panel of the Court
of Appeal not presided over by Lord Denning MR, who had heard eight
cases concerning the Church in the previous ten years and who, it was
alleged, had 'an unconscious adverse influence'. Shaw LJ said that the
grounds of the application were not merely slight, but non-existent; yet in
order to avoid even the possibility or appearance of influence he acceded to
the request.

The debate on judicial impersonality is typical of persuasive argumenta-
tion, which was mentioned at the beginning of this book'. People tend to
approach this issue with convictions already formed one way or the other,

19 See p 440 post; and see also p50 ante.
ao Sec Chapter 21 on American Realism, and especially the views of Llewellyn, who in his last

major work drew attention to what he called 'steadying factors'.
r Scr-u:ton 'The work of the Commercial Court' (199!) i CLJ 8.
2 1978) Times, at February.
3 See p 34 ante.
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which makes arguments favourable to one's prejudice more persuasive than
contrary arguments. As pointed out earlier, appeals for evidence in this kind
of situation are either misplaced, or else such evidence as there is carries
greater or less weight according to whether or not it supports the conclusion
one likes. Evidence of judicial prejudice comes mainly, though not exclu-
sively, from the area of industrial law and here the allegation is often made
that judges are prejudiced against trade unions. A preliminary point that
needs to be made is that reported cases do not reveal the whole picture
because not all decided cases are reported. Court records show that many
pro-union decisions are seldom reported, and, even when they are, evoke no
public protest. Only anti-union decisions tend to receive publicity and spark
off criticism ofjudicial prejudice. Since praise of pro-unions decisions is either
lacking, or so muted as to pass unheard, this makes the allegation of prejudice
no more than a political attack.

After the demise of the Industrial Court, its former President provided
statistical data of the cases decided by it during its life, and in the overwhelm-
ing number of these there was union and judicial accord'. Cases of industrial
disputes decided by courts other than the Industrial Court were examined
by two left-wing scholars, who concluded: 'Clearly there was less statistical
evidence of the influence of judicial bias than might a priori have been
expected". Even the oft-quoted dictum of Lord Atkinson in Roberts v Hop-

wood' needs to be understood in its context. In this case the House of Lords
invalidated a scheme of wages, including equal wages for men and women,
drawn up by a socialist local authority. In the course of his speech his
Lordship remarked that the local councillors should not allow themselves to
be guided 'by some eccentric principles of socialist philanthropy, or 

by a
feminist ambition to secure the equality of the sexes in the matter of wages
in the world of labour'. These words certainly indicate his Lordship's own
prejudices, but the actual decision of the House reflected a variant of the
Aristotelian principle of justice that there hs to be equal distribution of
burdens as of benefits; the financial burden of an expensive scheme as pro-
posed by the council should not be imposed only on one section of the
community without parliamentary authority. Even the chauvinist sentiment
deploring equal wages for men and women would probably not have been
resented so much at that date as it woulcl ' be now. The case occurred more
or less on the eve of the General Strike and the onset of the Depresskrn, and
it is pertinent to ask if trade unions would, or would not, have objected to
women taking away yet more jobs from men, let alone equal pay for them.

Objection is sometimes taken that judges are not elected. As to this, it has
to be remembered that in the daily administration of the country many

4 In Gou,-ia p Union of Past (ffice Workers [i'] QB 729, [1977] , All ER 696, CA (revsd

[1978] AC 435, [1977] 3 All ER 70, HL) the Court of Appeal ruled against the unions
involved and the Attorney General and provoked an immediate attack in Parliament on
judicial prejudice against unions. The House of Lords reversed the Court of Appeal and no
comment was made. Was it only the Court of Appeal that was prejudiced? Critics cannot
have it both ways: in the House of Lords either there was no prejudice, or, if there was, then

as long as it favoured unions, it merited no criticism.
Donaldsoci 'Lessons from the Industrial Court' (1975) 91 LOR t8i.

6 O'Higgins and Partington 'Industrial Conflict: Judicial Attitudes' (1969) 32 MLR 53 . Their

a priori expectation of bias perhaps betrays their own prejudice.

7 [ts) AC 578 at 594, HL. See also Prescott a Birniinghant Corpot ( 1 551 Ch ato, ['9541 3All

ER 698. CA; Brordçy London Borough Council Greater London Council [1983] I AC 768. 1,9821

tAll ER 129. HL.
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decisions are entrusted to civil servants, who are not elected; if so, why not
judges? Also, why are elected representatives more trustworthy? Even they
have to be trusted to do many things on which the electorate is not and
cannot be consulted. Election of judges tends to make judicial values equi-
valent to political values, and judges elected in one political climate may lose
confidence when the climate changes. If judges changed with political
change, that would spell the end of certainty and continuity. A political
judiciary could operate successfully in a one-party state, in which it will
constitute one organ of 'rule by law'. Under such a system election would
seem pointless, or at most a useless formality.

It has also been said that judges should bring to bear a 'collectivist' outlook
on their job rather than an 'individualist' one. If this means that they should
think in terms of people's obligations towards society, of duties rather than
'rights', there is much to be said in favour of such a contention; but this has
nothing to do with class prejudice. The attitude of judges in the past may
have been unduly narrow, but it has changed since the end of the 1939-45
war. If, on the other hand, the contention is that judges should always give
more weight to union interests than to individual interests, this is tantamount
to a demand that judges should reflect a new class interest, namely, that of
trade unions. It is not easy to see why judges should not think 'collectively'
and at the same time also pay heed to individual interests; otherwise, the
individual will be subordinated to collective interests, which would result in
a totalitarian society. Much of the criticism on this point may stem from a
failure to appreciate the historic role of the judiciary of siding with the
under-dog so as to preserve distributive equality'.

The foregoing considerations may not wholly dispel the charge of preju-
dice, but they do go some way towards blunting its edge. A foremost critic
of the judiciary concluded his survey by observing that in capitalist and
communist societies judges are, after all, only doing their respective jobs.
'That this is so', he says,

'is not a matter for recrimination. It is idle to criticise institutions for performing
the task they were created to perform and have performed for centuries ... To
expect a judge to advocate radical change, albeit legally, is as absurd as it
would be to expect an anarchist to speak up in favour of an authoritarian
society".

It would seem that underlying this statement is a regretful acknowledgement
of the fact that judges have to espouse values other than those which the
author would like them to espouse; but it is veiled as a complaint against the
pretence by unspecified persons 'that judges are somehow neutral in the
conflicts between those who challenge existing institutions and those who
control those institutions'. As has been pointed out, few, if any, doubt that
a sense of values is subjective, but the point that seems to be overlooked is
the significance and power of consensual domains of shared values. The same
author also remarks: 'I am not sure what would be the attitude of judges in
the ideal society. Perhaps they would not be needed because conflict between
Government and the governed would have been removed" 0. There is an
echo in this of the now defunct Marxist doctrine of the 'withering away of
law', which has long been dropped from even communist legal philosophy".

8 See pp gi et seq. ante, and note 7.
9 Griffithpsi5.

'0 Griffith pp 214-215.
1 i Sec pp 402-405post.
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It is also naive to believe that there can be even an 'ideal society' without
tensions between governors and the governed. There will always be reaction
against authority by groups, and to eliminate this all minorities will have to
be suppressed; which will not appeal to peoples with traditions of freedom
and, in particular, accords ill with this critic's own fervent championing of

minority interests.
In a 'free' as opposed to a 'totalitarian' society an independent judiciary

is essential, with a sense of values, which is not merely a reflection of govern-
mental values. Whatever the kind of society, confidence has to be reposed in
judges if tiey are to keep the day to day administration of the law on an
even keel during its passage through the years.
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