
PRINCIPLES OF

MAHOMEDAN LAW

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION OF MAHOMEDAN LAW INTO INDIA

1. Administration of Mahomedafl Law.—The Mahomedarl law is applied
by Courts in India to Mahomedans not in all, but in some matters only. The
power of Courts to apply Mahomedan law to MahomedanS is derived from and
regulated partly by Statutes of the Imperial Parliament read with art. 225 of the
Constitution of India but mostly by Indian legislation (a).

For Statutes, see sec. 7; for Acts, see secs. 6, and 8 to 17.

2. Extent of application.—AS regards India, the rules of Mahomedan law

fall under three divisions, namely:—
(I) those which have been expressly directed by the Legislature to be

applied to Mahomedans, such as rules of Succession and Inheritance;

(ii) those which are applied to Mahomedans as a matter ofjustice, equity
and good conscience, such as the rules of the Mahomedan law of

Pre-emption-,
(iii) those which are not applied at all, though the parties are Mahomedafls

such as the Mahomedan Criminal Law, and the Mahmedan law of
Evidence.

The only parts of Mahomedan law that are applied by Courts in India to
Mahomedans are those mentioned in cis. (I) and (ii). In other respects, the
MahomedanS in India are governed by the general law of India.

3. Matters expressly enumerated.—The rules of Mahomedan law that have

been expressly directed to be applied to Mahomedans are to be applied except
in so far as they have been altered or abolished by legislative enactment.

Thus the rules of the Mahomcdafl law of Inheritance are expressly directed to be applied to
MahomedanS. One of those rules is that a Mahomedan renouncing the Mahomedan religion is to
be excluded from inheritance. But this rule was abolished by the Freedom of Religion Act XXI of

1850.
In cases of Hindu or Mahomedan law, it is the duty of the Courts to interpret the law and not

to depend upon the opinion of experts however learned (6).

4. Matters not expressly enumerated.—No rules of Mahornedan law that
have not been expressly directed to be applied to Mahomedans can be applied
if they have been exd!d either expressly or by implication by legislative
enactment.

(a) Sheikh Kud,rani!la v. MaJimi Mohan (18169)4. 	 (b) Shahidga.ij v. GurdwatO Parbandhak

B.L.R. 134,169; Ibrahim v. Muni (1870) 6 M.H.C. C6tuniUeC(l940)L3l. 493.67 l.A. 251, (.40)kPC.

26, 31; Braja Kishor v. Kirü Chandra (1871) 7	 116; observations of Sutainian, .1., in Azi.r Hanu V.

H.L.R.19, 25.

	

	 Muhammad Ibrahim ('25) A.A. 720; (1925) 47 All.
823 approved.
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Thus the rules of the Mahomedan law of Pic-emption are nowhere expressly directed to be
applied to Mahomedans. In places where those rules are applied to Mahomedans, they are applied
on the ground of justice, equity and good conscience (sec. 227). They are not applied, for example,
to Mahomedans in Oudh and in East and West Punjab, for there are SpeczalAczs relating to pre-
emption for Oudh and East and West Punjab, and those Acts apply to Mahomedans also (sec.228).

Again, the rules of the Mahomedans Criminal Law are nowhere expressly directed to be
applied to Mahomedans. But there are legislative enactments relating to criminal law in India such
as the Indian Penal Code -and the Code of Criminal Procedure. Hence those rules cannot be
applied on grounds of justice, equity and good conscience. The result is that Mahomedans in India
are governed by the criminal law of India.

The Courts in India are governed by their own law as to procedure and Mahomedan law
dealing with matters purely of procedure is not applicable: Sabirliussain v. FerzhandHasan (1938)
65 1.A 119, (1938) Au. 314, 173 I.C. 1, ('38) A.P.C. 80. Mohd. Sulaiman v. Mohd. Ismail (1966)
I S.C.R. 937.

S. Justice, equity and good conscience.—The rules referred to in sec. 2,
cL(ii) may not be applied if they are in the opinion of the Court opposed to
justice, equity and good conscience. But the rules referred to in ci. (I) of that
section, that is, rules that have been expressly directed by the Legislature to be
applied to Mahomedans, must be applied though they may not in the opinion
of the Court conform with justice, equity and good conscience. See sec. 38.

Thus the rules of the Mahomedan law of Pre-emption come under sec.2, cl.(ii), and they have
not been applied by Courts in the Madras State on the ground that they are opposed to justice,
equity and good conscience, inasmuch as the law of Pre-emption places restrictions upon the liberty
of transfer of çroperty by requiring the owner to sell it in the first instance to his neighbour. The
High Courts of Bombay and Allahahad, on the Qther hand, have applied the Mahomedan law of
Pre-emption to Mahomedans, with this remarkable result that the notion of "justice, equity and
good conscience"— held by those Courts differs from that held by the Madras High Court (c). See
sec. 227, below.

In the undermentioned case (d) it was tn/er a/ia held by a single judge of the Calcutta High
Court that the rule of the Mahomedan law that, where one of two spouses embraces the Islamic
faith, if the other, on its being presented to him does not adopt it, the parties are to be separated,
was obsolete and opposed to public policy. See sec. 20(4) "Conversion to Mahomedanism and
marital rights."

As regards rules which the Courts have been expressly directed apply to Mahomedans, they
must of course be applied regardless of considerations ofjustice, equity and good conscience. Thus
the rules of the Mahomdan law of Marriage have been expressl y directed to be applied to
Mahomedans in Bengal, the former United Provinces and Assam (sec.8). One of those rules is
that a divorce pronounced by a husband is valid, though pronounced under compulsion (sec. 315).
Hence the Courts of India will not be justified in refusing to recognize such a divorce, though it
may be opposed to their notions of justice, equity and good conscience (e).

Where a rule of Mahomedan law is well-settled in the view of the ancient expositors thereof,
it is not open to the Court to disregard or reject it on the ground that it is illogical or unsound,
provided of course, it is not contrary to justice, equity and good conscience, on which ground alone
the right is enforced at the present day (f).

6. Shariat Act, 1937.—(1)From the 7th October 1937 section 2 of Act
XXVI of 1937, in cases where the parties are Muslims, applies the Muslim
Personal Law in a number of important matters. The Act operates throughout
India. The section is as follows:—

"2. Notwithstanding any custom or usage to the contrary, in all questions
(c) Ibrahim Mum (1870)6 M.H.C. 26.	 (e,1 Ibrahim v. Enryernr (1869)4 B.L.R., AC. 13.
(d) Noor Jehan v. Eugene Tischenko (1941) 45	 ('j)Mohd JsmailvAbdu/Rashid(]96) tAll. 143,C.W.N. 1047,74 CU. 212, ('41) A.C. 582.	 154, (F.B).
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(save questions relating to agricultural land) regarding intestate succession,
special property of females, including personal property inherited or obtained
under contract or gift or any other provision of Personal Law, marriage,
dissolution of marriage, intludingta1aq, i/a, zthar, han, khula 1fl(1MUhara'atg),
maintenance, dower, guardianship, gifts, trust and trust properties, and wakfv
(other than charities and charitable institutions and charitable and religious
endowments) the rule of decision in cases where the parties are Muslims shall
be the Muslim Personal Law (shariat)."

It is not considered that the Act has the effect of repealing expressly or imptiedly any
enactment other than those specified in sec.6. The SCOC and purpose of sec.2 is to abrogate custom
and usage in so far as these have displaced the rules of Mahomedan law (It). Customary law as it
obtains in East and West Punjab and elsewhere has been objected to on the ground of uncertainty
of the expense of ascertaining it and also in that the rights granted to women thereunder are
inadequate and in marked contrast the fuller rights recognized by the Mahomedan law. That a
custom or usage has been recognized by the Courts will not save it; unless it has been embodied
in an enactment, it will cease to have effect in respect of the matters mentioned in the section. The
word S/tonal (i) is used in the Act as a synonym for the Mahornedan Personal Law and the use of
the word is not thought to import any variation; in particular, the Mahomedan law . appropriatc to
each sect will he applied as mentioned in scc.30 (infra). The exclusion from the subject-matters
specified in scc.2 of the Act, of agricultural land, charities, charitable institutions and charitable
and religious endowments is explained by the fact that these subjects are within the competence
of the State legislatures. T he exception of agricultural land is very, important as only a small
proportion of the land in India can he excluded from this category, and the law as it stood before
the passing of the Act must continue lobe applied thereto. The exception is so expressed as to cut
down the effect of all the subsequent words, e.g., if the question relates to agricultural land the
Mahomedan law is not made the rule of decision in a question regarding gifts. The phrase "where
the parties are Muslims" has been taken from the Civil Courts Acts - see infra. It may be noted
as regards the provinces of Bengal, Agra and Assam that the Act (XII of 1887) made no provision
for giving effect to custom in modification of the Mahomedan law and the Aliahahad I ligh Court
refused to permit custom to he set up in variation of the revealed law (j) until in 1912 it wis
overruled on the point by the Judicial Committee (k).

The Act does not purport to disturb settled transactions or to dispossess persons who lawfu
obtained possession in the past. Whether it would be applied in cases which were pending at it c
commencement of the Act is doubtful (1).

Intestate succession.—Customs altering the Mahornedan law of intestate succe ssion seem ii
be the chief grievance which the Act is designed to redress. The general rule of customary law
agnatic succession which excludes all females except a widow and daughter and these are allowed
only a life interest or merely hare maintenance. This custom has the added inconvenience of being
subject to many exception: Beg v. Ala Ditto (1917)44 Cal. 749,44 I.A. 89,38 I.C. 354, 19 Born.
L.R. 388. The custom of agnatic succession among Muslims prevails chiefly in Northern India, but
in Western India the Act will abolish the customary law of succession according to Hindu law for
Khojas, Cutchi Memons, Halai Mernons and Sunni Bohras and Molasalarn Girasias. In the case
succession to a tanvad in Malabar, where the deceased belonged to a joint family which followed

(g)See Ch. XVI infra.
(h) Mahomed ,4slam Khan v. Kita/ilul Rehnian

(1147) 51 C.WN. 832, 231 I.C. 55, ('47) A.PC. 97.
(i) The verb means literally begun, led, ordained,

instituted, prescribed. Hence meaning of the noun
include the way to the watering place, the path to he
followed, code, divine law. It might be rendered in
English as "The Way". It is  doctrine of duties and
has a wider scope than the word " law' suggests..The
word Fiqh which literally means "intelligence" is
used to indicate the science of Muslim law. Both
words carry a distinct religious implication.

According to the Shah jurists' definition Sharia!,
which may he translated as the Islamic Code, means
"matters which would not have been known but for
the communications made to us by the lawgiver". (Sir
Abdur Rahim in Muhammadan Jurisprudence.
P. 50).

(I) Jamniya v. Diwan (1900) 23 All. 20.
(k) Muhammad (sinai! v. La/a Sheomukh (1912)

17 Cal. W.N. 97,15 Born. L.R. 76,18 I.C. 57 P.C.
(I) See, However, Syed Unnisa v. Rahimuthunissa

('53) A.M. 445.
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the custom of 1-lindu law in spite of being Muslims, it was held that if the custom was established
there would be no properly left by the deceased which could devolve as on intestate succession and
there would be no scope for the application of the Shariat Act; but if there is property which could
be the subject of intestate succession then any custom in derogation of the rules of Muslim Shariat
Law, such as a custom which merely excludes females from inheritance and succession cannot be
pleaded (m). In Southern India it will abolish the law of succession of Moplas (n), many of whom
follow the Marumakhatayam law of matriarchal succession. On the other hand as the Act does not
by implicatioti repeat any Act not specified in sec. 6, it will not affect the rule of succession by
primogeniture enacted for some talukdari and zemindari estates. Nor will the Act affect the custom
of succession to the office of Mutawalli of a wakf or Sajjadanishin of a kitanka; for charitahlc and
religious institutions are excluded from its scope, nor will it affect the operation of the provisions
of S.488 of the Code of Criminal Procedure with regard to maintenance (o).

Special Properi',i offena/es. —This probably refers to and abolishes a custom whereby property
received by a female by inheritance or gift is not her special property but reverts to the heirs of the
last male owner: Muhammad v. ,1,nir (1889) 11 .11.3 I; Kann Din v. Umar Bakch (1888) P.R.3.

Marriage.—Thc Customary law of the East and West Punjab does not recognize the
Mahomedan law as to iddaf: Bhagwai Sing/tv. Mt.Sanii (1919) P.R. 102,50 1.C.654. This custom
is abolished.

Dissolution of marriage. maintenance, dower—These subjects seem to have been included a
majori route/a or because they arc specified in .ccc. 5 of the Punjab Laws Act, 1872. The right of
a Muslim wife to obtain a decree for the dissolution of her marriage is now governed by the
Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939 (see sees. 323 to 332).

Guardianship—The Act will not affect the provisions of the Indian Majority Act, 1875, or of

the Guardian and Wards Act, 1890.
Gifts, trusts and trust properties and waAfi.—Gifts may have been included to abolish customs

which restrict the power to make gifts to non-agnates. For the same reason trusts and wakfs byway
of family settlements are also included. It has been held that the effect of sec. 2 is to make the
Mussalman law expressly applicable to wakfs and the subjects enumerated therein which under
the terms of previous Acts and Regulations had to be decided on principles of equity and good
conscience. But there is nothing in the Shariat Act to affect the decisions of the Privy Council before
the WakE Validating Act of 1930 as those decisions expressly interpreted the Mussalman law in
respect of wakfs (p). But it is believed that gifts and family settlements of agricultural land wilt
continue to be subject to customary law where that law has hitherto applied. I lowcver it has been
held by the Patna High Court that after the Shariat Act of 1937, the Mahomedan law of gifts applies
to non-agricultural property on account of s.2 of that Act and to the agricultural land on the ground
of justice, equity and good conscience: Ilibi Maniran n'. Mo/id. Ishaque (1963) A.P. 229. In cases
not affected by the exception to sec.2 of the Act the Mahomedan law of gifts is now applicable as
such and not as the rule ofjustice, equity and good conscience. This will obviate the difficulty which
was fell in the undernoted case (q) as regards applying sec. 129 of the Transfer of Property Act.
Public endowments are the subject of a number of enactments. Sec sec. 225, infra

(2) Sec.3 (1) of the Shariat Act is as follows:—
"Any person who satisfies the prescribed authority—

(a) that he is a Muslim, and
(b) that he is competent to contract within the meaning of section

11 of the Indian contract Act, 1872, and
(c) that he is a resident of India,

may by declaration in the prescribed form and filed before the
prescribed authority declare that he desires to obtain the benefit of the

(m) Mohanunad Sandhuki.oj, v. Rainapn (58)	 p) Mohiuddin Ahmed v. Sofia I(J,onin (1940) 2
A.M. 144.	 Cal. 464,44 C.W.N. 974. 192 I.C. 693. ('40) A.C.501.

In) Puthia PWvzyil Ab(h,raIu,nan v. Thavath 	 (q) Ma Asha v. 8.K llaldar (1936) 14 Rang. 439
Kancherntavida(1956)1 M. 	 119.	 164 IC. ('36)A.R. 430.

(0) jta4iwddin v.AjthaBe.um (195 7) All. LIMO.
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provisions of this section (r), and thereafter the provisions of section 2
shall apply to the declarant and all his minor children and their
descendants as if in addition to the matters enumerated therein
adoption, wills and legacies were also specified."

Section 3 refers 10 adoption, wills and legacies.—Thew cases depend not on the religion "of
the parties" but on that of the individual whose family law is in question i.e. the testator. Customs
on these subjects which contravene the Mahomedan law are not invalidated; but any person
affected may abandon the custom and adopt the Mahomedan law. Adoption is not recognized by
Mahomedan law but there is a custom of a sort of adoption in East and West Punjab which is said
to be the nomination of an heir: Nur Muhammad v. Bha wan Shah (1936) 17 Lah. 96,162 I.C. 854,
('36) A.L. 465. Again in Sind a custom of adoption was set up by a tribe which was originally Hindu:
Usman v. Asat ('25) A.S. 209. There is a custom in derogation of the Mahomedan law as to wills
in East and West Punjab: Rahim Baksh v. Umar Din (1915) P.R. 9. In Bombay the Khojas can
under their customary law dispose of the whole of their property by will. Until the passing of the
Cutchi Memons Act X of 1938 the Cutchi Memons also could dispose of the whole of their property
by will. Now however, even with regard to testate succession they are governed by Mahomedan
law (see sec. 22). Section 2 of the Shariat Act is said to be "coercive" while section 3 is said to be
"persuasive." The power given by this section will in some cases meet the difficulty illustrated by
the case (s) where an attempt to give up custom in favour of Mahomcdan law was held to fail.

(3) Section 5 of the Shariat Act which has been repealed by section 6 of the
Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939, was as follows:—

"5. The District Judge may, on petition made by a Muslim married
woman, dissolve a marriage on any ground recognized by
Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)."

Section 5 of the Shariat Act in effect overruled the decision of the Calcutta High Court in
Bar/ian Mirda v. Mt. Khodeja Bibi (1937) 2 Cal. 79, 41 Cal. W.N. 314, (iS Cal. LJ.21, 168 I.C.
639('37) A.C. 189, that a Suit for dissolution of marriage should be filed before a Munsiff or the
Court of the lowest jurisdiction competent to try it, and confirmed the practice to file such suits in
the District Court. Now that section 5 has been repealed bysection 6 o the Dissolution of Muslim
Marriages Act, 1939, the authority of this case has been revived, and a suit for dissolution will have
to be filed under the provisions ofthe Civil Procedure Code, 1908, that is, in the Court of the lowest
jurisdiction competent to try it. For the provisions of the Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act
VIII of 1939 see scos. 323 to 333.

(4) Section 6 of the Shariat Act is as follows:—
"The undermentioned provisions (I) of the Acts and Regulations
mentioned below shall be repealed in so far as they are inconsistent
with the provisions of this Act, namely:—

Section 26 of the Bombay Regulation IV of 1827;
Section 1 of the Madras Civil Courts Act, 1873;
For the purpose of reviving the operation of section 37 of the
Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887, entry (3) has
been omitted by section 3 of the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application (Amendment) Act, 1943;
Section 3 of the Oudh Laws Act, 1876;
Section  of the Punjab Laws Act, 1872;
Section  of the Central Provinces Laws Act, 1875; and

(r) Amended by sec. 2 o(thc Muslim Personal Law 425, 149 I.C. 575. ('34) A.L. 371.
(Shariat) Application (Amendment) Act. 1943.	 (s) Amended by sec. 3 of the Muslim Personal Law

s) SardarBibi v. I!aq Nuwax Khan (1934) 15 [alt. (Shariat) Application (Ahmedabad) Act, 1943.

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
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(7) Section 4 of the Ajmcrc Laws Regulation, 1877."
Section 6.—It will be noticed that the Civil Courts Acts or their equivalent in the various States

are only repealed sub ,nodo—in effect only in so far as they permit custom to override the
Mahomedan law in cases where the parties are Muslims and the question is one regarding the
matters specified in sees. 2 and 3 of the Act. It is, therefore, still necessary to consider the various
Acts in detail.

7. Mahotnedan law in Presidency-towns— (1) As to the Presidency-towns
Of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, sec. 223 of the Government of India Act, 1935
(26 Geo. V.c.2) enacts that the law to be administered shall he the same as
before the commencement of Part Ill of the Act (u). That is the law in sec. 112
of the Government of India Act, 1915(5 & 6 Geo. V. c.61 )which is as follows:—

"The High Courts at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, in the exercise of their
original jurisdiction in suits against inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay,
as the case may he, shall, in matters of inheritance and succession to lands, rents
and goods, and in matters of contract and dealing between party and party, when
both parties arc subject to the same personal law or custom having the Force of
law, decide according to that personal law or custom, and, when the parties are
subject to different personal laws or customs having the force of law, decide
according to the law or custom to which 'the defendant is subject."

The effect of this section is that the law to he applied in the matters aforesaid
is the Mahomedan law if both parties are Mahomcdans. Similarly, when a
dealing takes place between two parties of whom one is a Hindu and the other
a Mahomedan, and a suit is brought in respect of that dealing by the Hindu
against the Mahomedan, the dispute between them is to be decided according
to the Mahomedan law (v). But that law cannot he applied in either case if it
has been altered or abolished by legislative enactment [see notes below].

(2) The law to he applied by the Presidency Small Causes Courts is the same
as that administered for the time being by the High Courts in the exercise of
their ordinary original civil jurisdiction; see Presidency Small Cause Courts Act
XV of 1882, sec. 16.

Custom, —Most customs have been abolished by the Shariat Act, 1937.
Earlier Statutes. —Provisions similar to those in sub- sec. (1) were contained in the East India

Company Act, 1780, sec. 17121 Geo.3, ch.701, which applied to the Supreme Court at Calcutta,
and the East India Act, 1797, sec. 13137 Geo.3, ch.1421, which applied to the Recorder's Courts at
Madras and Bombay. These Acts as well as the High Courts Acts of 1861, 1865 and 1911 have
been repealed and re-enacted by the Government of India Act of 1915. But the repeal does not
affect the validity of any charter or letters patent under those Acts [Government of India Act, 1915,
sec. 1301. See now art. 225 of the Conititution of India.

Law to be administered in cases of inheritance, succession, contract and dealing between parry
and party. The law as enacted in sec. 112 cf the Government of India Act, was subject to alteration
by the Indian Legislature. This was so Lit-acted i n sec. 131 of that Act (replacing sec. 22 of the India
Councils Act, 186 1) and was enacted in sec. 223 of the Government of India Act, 1935. In fact the
Mahomedan law of contract has been almost entirely superseded by the Indian Contract Act, 1872,
and other enactments, and this was done in the exercise of the power given to the Governor General
in Council by the India Councils Act, 1861. The latter Act has been repealed and to a large extent
re- enacted by the Government of India Act of 1915 (w). As regards interest, it is doubtful whether
the Mussaiman rule prohibiting usury has been repealed by the Usury Laws Repeal Act 28 of

	

(u) See now art. 225 of the Constitution of India. 	 (w) See Madhiib Chunderv. Rajcoomar (1874) 14

	

(v)Azim Un .Nissa v. Dale(1871) 6 Mad. H.C. 455,	 B.L.R. 76; Nobin Chunder v. Romesh Chunder

	

475; West and Buhters Digest of Hindu Law, p.6. 	 (1887)14 Cal. 781.
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1855 (x). The point arose in a Privy Council case, but it was not decided (y). See sec.65 of the
Government of India Act of 1915, and cis. 19 and 44 of the letters patent of the I ugh courts for
Calcutta, Madras and Bombay.

Law to which the defendant is subject.—Ii is provided by the latter portion of sec. 112 of the
Government of India Act of 1915, that when the parties are subject to different personal laws, the
dispute between them is to be decided according to the lawto which the defendant is subject. But
these words do not mean this, that where a !-!indt.' purchases land from a European which is subject
to his wife's claim for dower, and a suit is brought by the wife against the I lindu purchaser to en force
her right, the Hindu purchaser can resist her claim on the ground that the hindu law does not
recognize dower. The Hindu purchaser is in no better position than a European purchaser would
be, simply because the Hindu law recognizes no rule of dower.(z).

8. In West Bengal, Bihar, Agra and Assam.— As to these territories except
such portions of those territories as for the time being are not subject to the
ordinary civil jurisdiction of the High Courts, it is enacted that the Civil Courts
of those States shall decide all questions relating to "succession, inheritance,
marriage or any religious usage or institution," by the Mahomedan law in cases
where the parties are Mahomedans, except in so far as such law has, hylegislative
enactment, been altered or abolished. In cases not mentioned above nor
provided for by any other law for the time being in force the decision is to he
according to justice, equity and good conscience.

This is the substance of the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act XII of 1887, sec.37, as
read with the Bengal and Assam Laws Act, 1905, secs.2 and 3.

Law after the Shariat Act, 1937—The Shariat Act, 1937, which invalidates customs in
derogation of the Mahomedan law had by sec. 6(3) repealed this section so far as it was inconsistent
with its provisions. The section makes no reference to custom, but it had been construed by the
Privy Council as subject to proof of family custom at variance with the Mahomedan law (a). This
construction of the section is no longer admissible except as to customs (e.g., affecting agricultural
land) to which the Act does not apply. Section 37 of the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act
is in no way inconsistent with the provisions of the Shariat Act, and therefore sub-sec. (3) of sec. 6
of that Act was not necessary. Sub-sec. (3) has, therefore, been omitted by the Amending Act XVI
of 1943. See sec.6 supra.

Law before the S/iariai Ac:, 1937.—The section makes no reference to custom and in an old
Allahabad case it was construed as excluding evidence of custom (b). But since the decision of the
Privy Council referred to in the last paragraph it was construed as subject to proof of family custom
in suppersession of the Mahomedan law (c). The custom must be ancient and reasonable and the
burden of proof lies upon the party who set up the custom(d). It may be proved by instances or by
the wajih-ul-arz or riwaz-i-am but cannot be enlarged by parity of reasoning (e). As to the
evidentiary value of a wajib-ul-arz (f) or riwaz-i- am (g) see the undermentioned cases.

(x) Rain La! v. /-Jaran Chandra (1869) 3 B.L.R.
(O.C.) 130,134 [not abrogated]; Mia Khan v. Bihijan
(1870) 5 B.L R. 500 [ahrogaiedl.

(v) Jfamira Bibi v. Zubaida Bibi (1916)43 I.A. 294,
300,38 All. 581, 587-588,36 I.C. 87.

(z) Sarkies v. Prosonomyce (1881) 6 Cat. 794.
805-806 (21 Gee.. 3, Ch. 70, s. 171 See also Azim
Un .Nissa v. Dale, (1871) 6. Mad. H.C. 455, 474475
137 Oco 3, Ch. 142, s. 131; Lokshmandas v. Dasraz
(1880) 6 Born. 168, 183-184; Mahoined v. Naravan
(1916) 40 Born. 358, 363,368,32 I.C. 939.

(a) Muhammad Ismail v. La/a Sheomukii (1913)
15 Born. L.R. 76,17 Cal. W.N. 97.18 I.C. 571 P.C.

(b) Jammya v. Diwan (1900) 23 All. 20.
(c)AliAsgharv. Collector ofBu/andchahr (1917)30

All. 574,40 I.C. 753; ML Jaffro v. Chatta (1936) All.

L.J. 493, 163 I.C. 650. ('56) A.A. 443; Roshan Ali
Khan v. Chaud.hriAsgharAii (1930)57 I.A. 29,5 Luck.
70,121 I.C. 517, ('30) A. PC.35 (an Oudh case.).

(d) Abdul Hussein v.SoaaDcro(1918)45 I.A. 10.
45 Cat. 450,43 I.C. 306 approving Dava Ram v. Soh el
Singh (1906) P.R. 110.

(e)MuharramAiiv.BarkatA!i(1931) 12L.ah. 286.
125 I.C. 886, ('30) A.L. 695.

(f) U,nanPars/iadv.GaadhaipSingh (1887) 14 I.A.
127; Balgobind v. Badri Prasad (1923)50 l.A. 196,45
All. 413,74 I.C. 449, ('23) A.PC. 70; Roshan A/i Khan
v. ChoudhriAsghar Ali, supra.

(g) Beg v.Aliah Diuti (1914)44 I.A. 89,44 Cal. 749,
38 I.C. 354 ,4hmad Khan v. Channi Bibi (1925) 52
I.A. 379, 6 Lah. 502, 91 I.C. 455, ('25) A.PC. 267;
Vaishno Dizzi v. Ra,neshri (1928) 55 I.A. 407, 10 La h.
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• Justice, equity and good conscience.—For the previous history of this provision cI.FieI']'s
Regulations of the Bengal Code, pp. 109-117.

On a question whether a Hindu talukdar was bound to pay a debt contracted by his guardian
on his account it was said by Lord llohhouse:-

"In point of fact, the matter must be decided by equity and good conscience, generally
interpreted to mean the rulesof English law if found applicable to Ii'.t societyand circumstances.
l'hcir Lordships are not aware of any law in which the gua:than has such a power, nor do they see
why it should be so in India" (/z). In the case of a Muslim lady's transfer for consideration with a
partial restraint on alienation Sir George Lowndes referred to this passage and held the restraint
was valid though not in exclusive reliance upon English law (i). On the other hand the Mahomedan
law is applied in cases of pre-emption as the rule of justice, equity and good conscience—see
Chapter XIII below. Again in cases of gifts in States where the Legislature has not expressly applied
the Mahomedan law to gifts that law has been restored to as regards gifts made by Muslims both
before (j) and after (k) the Transfer of Property Act took effect. This application of Mahomedan
law can only be put on the ground of justice, equity and good conscience (1); though at one time a
contrary opinion was entertained by individual judges(m).

9. In the Mitfassal of Madras.– .-As to the Mufassal of Madras, it is enacted
by the Madras Civil Courts Act III of 1873. sec. 16, that all questions regarding
"succession, inheritance, marriage,.., or any religious usage or institution" shall
be decided, in cases where the parties are Mahomedans, by the Mahomedan
law or by cuslon having the force of law, and in cases where no specific rule
exists, the Courts shall act according to justice, equity and good conscience.

Law after the Shariat Act. 1937—The provisions of this section as to custom have been
repealed by the Shariat Act, 1937, so far as they are inconsistent with that Act. By Act 18 of 1949
the Madras State has made the Shariat Act applicable to agricultural land. consequently, thewidow
of a member of a Tarwad is entitled to inherit under Muslim law the share of her husband in the
Tarwad property (n).

Law before the Shari atAct, 1937.—Before the Shariat Act the section was applied in a Madras
case in which a custom excluding females of the Luhbai Mahomedans of Coimbatore was held not
proved (o).

Justice, equity and good conscience.—See notes to sec. 8 above.

10. In the Mufassal of Bombay.—As to the Mufassal of Bombay, it is
enacted by Regulation IV of 1827, sec.26, that "the law to be observed in the
trial of suits shall he Acts of Parliament and Regulations of Government
applicable to the case; in the absence of such Acts and Regulations, the usage
of the country in which the suit arose; if none such appears, the law of the
defendant, and in the absence of specific law and usage, justice, equity and good
conscience alone".

8(, 113 IC. 1,49 C.L.J. 38. ('28) A.PC. 294: Kunwar
Ba.can, Singh v. Kwiit'ar tin) ,Raj Saran Singh (1935)
62 CA. 180,193,57-All. 494.15t, I.C. 864. ('35) APC.
132.

(Ii) Waghela v. Sheikh Masludin (1887) II Bern.
551,561.14 I.A. 89,96.

(I) Mu/ia,pu,iad Raza v. Abbas Bandi Bibi (1932)
59 I.A. 236; 137 I.C. 321, ('32) A.PC. 138.

(j) Ka,,,ar-tJn-Nissu Fiihi v. I/na saini &bi (1880)3
All. 266; Moguls/ia v. Mohammad Sahib (1887) It
Born. 517: Maho,ned Bukth Khan v. Iiosscini Bibi
(1888) IS Cal. 684.

(k)Karan ilahi v. S/iarf.ud-din (1916)38 All 212.
35 I.C. 14; Bara Sahib v. Maho,ned (1896) 19 Mad.
343: Vahazullah Sahib v. Bovapazi Nagayva (1907)30

Mad. 519; Nasib Ali v. Wajed .4/i (1927)44 Cal. LI.
490, 100 I.C. 296 ('27) A.C. 197; Sultan Miya v.
Ajibakhaioon Bibi (1932)59 Cal. 557, 138 I.C. 733,
('32) A.C. 497.

(F) ,j!abi Kva v. ii,!ussa Küva (1901),24 Mad. 513
and Vahazl46h Sahib v. Bo''apa:i Na,gawa (1907)30
Maid. 519 where the principle was fully discussed
though with different results.

(,n)GobindDavalv.hzavatullah(1885)7 All. 775.
(n) Ayisuimna v. M'as'o,nooihv Ununa (1952) 2

Mad. U. 933, ('53) A.M. 425.
(a) Muhammad v. Shaikh Ibrahim (1922) 49 I.A.

119,45 Mad. 308,67 I.C. 115, ('22) A.PC. 59.
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Not a single topic of Mahomedan law is expressly mentioned in this section. The Mahomedan
law that is applied to Mahomedans by Courts in the Mufassal of Bombay is applied presumably as
the law of the defendant (p).

Law after the Shariat Act 1937.— The provisions of this section of the Regulation have been
repealed so far as inconsistent with that Act by the Shariat Act, 1937. Evidence of usage of the
country is therefore inadmissible to prove a custom contrary to the Mahomedan law, unless in
respect of agricultural land or other matter outside the Act, See sec. 6.

Law before the Shariat Act, 1937.— Before the Shariat Act it was held that though usage is
mentioned in the Regulation before the law of the defendant, there is no presumption in favour
of custom. It mut be proved that the matter is governed by custom and not by personal law.
Evidence may be given under this section of a custom excluding women from any share in the
inheritance of a paternal relation (q). The High Court of Bombay gave effect to a usage prevailing
in the State of performing rites and ceremonies at the graves of deceased Mahomedans, and
granted an injunction at the suit of the Mahomedan residents of Dharwar restraining the purchaser
of a graveyard from obstructing them in performing religious ceremonies at the graveyard (r).

11. In the East Punjab.— As to the East Punjab it is enacted by the Punjab
Laws Act IV of 1872, sees. 5 and 6, as follows:—

"5. In questions regarding succession, special property of females,
betrothal, marriage, divorce, dower, adoption, guardianship, minority, bastardy,
family relations, wills, legacies, gifts, partitions or any religious usage or
institution, the rule of decision shall be—

(1) any custom applicable to the parties concerned which is not contrary
to justice, equity or good conscience and has not been, by this or any
other enactment, altered or abolished, and has not been declared to
be void by any competent authority;

(2) the Mahomedan law, in cases where the parties are Mahomedans,...
except in so far as such law has been altered or abolished by legislative
enactment, or is opposed to the provisions of the Act, or has been
modified by any such custom as is above referred to.

"6. In cases not otherwise specially provided for, the Judges shall decide
according to justice, equity and good conscience.

Law after the Shariat Ac!, 1937— The Shariat Act repeals sec. S of the Punjab Laws Act,
1872, in so far as it is inconsistent with its provisions. Evidence of custom contrary to the
Mahomedan law is therefore not admissible on questions of succession, special property of females,
marriage, divorce, dower, adoption, guardianship and gifts. As to agriciIlt ural land the law remains
as declared in the Punjab Act. Sec sec. 6. In the matter of wills and legacies a Mahomedan is given
by sec. 3 of the Shariat Act the option of remaining under the customary law or of adopting the
Mahomedan Law. The Shariat Act is retrospective (s).

Law before the Shariat Act, 1937.— Before the Shariat Act evidence was admissible to prove
a custom contrary to the Mahomedan law. This will appear from the four following paragraphs:

Custom .—This subject was considered by the Judicial Committee under these enactments in
Abdul Hussein v. Sona 1)ero(t) and Vnshno Diii v. Rameshri (u). In the later case it was said: "In
putting custom in the forefront, as the rule of succession, whilst leaving the particular custom to
be established, as it necessarily must be, the Legislature intended to recognise the fact that in this
part of India inheritance and other matters mentioned in the section are largely regulated by a

(p) See Musa Miva v.Kadar Box (1928)55 I.A. 171, 	 (r) Ranirao v. Rastuu,kha,i (901) 26 Born. 198.
52 Horn. 316,109 I.C. 31, ('28)APC. 108 explained	 (s) Ata Mohammad v. Mohammad Shaft (7944)
in Ma Asha v. R  Haldar (1936) 14 Rang. 439. 164	 217 I.C. 17, ('44) A.L. 121.
I.C. 994,('36) A.R. 430.	 (1) (1917)45 I.A. 10.45 Cal. 450.43 I.C. 306.

(q)AbdulHu.SSCifl v.Sona Dero(1918) 45 Cal. 450,	 (u) (1928)55 I.A.407. 421, 10 L.ah. 86,113 I.C. 1.
45 I.A. 10, 43 I.C. 306.	 49 Cal. U. 38,('28) A.PC. 294.
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variety of customs which depart from the ordinary rules of Hindu and Mahomedan law. In these
circumstances it has been rightly held in the Lahore CourtDaya Ram V. Sohel Singh (1906) P.R.
1101 that, where a custom is alleged, a duty is imposed on the Courts to endeavour to ascertain the
existence and nature of that custom".

Abrogation of custom.— The abrogation of custom in favour of Mahomedan law may be
inferred from it continuous course of conduct. But an individual cannot by a mere declaration
abolish a long cstahlishcd custom(v).

Inca/id custo,n—" As regards Mahomedans, prostitution is not looked on by their religion or
their laws with any more favourable eye than by the Christian religion and laws". Accordingly the
Chief Court of the I'unjab refused to recognize a custom of the Kanchans which aimed at the
continuance of prostitution as a family business, and the decision was upheld by the Privy Council
on appeal (w). See notes to sec. 8 above.

Custom of Succession. - The ordinary rules of Mahomedan law may be varied by proof that
succession in it particular family is regulated by the custom of stribanix) according to which the
Sons of each wife fall into a separate group taking an equal share. But this does not necessarily
involve that in cases of collateral succession arising in respect of a property so obtained from a
common ancestor the full blood excludes the half blood, nor that the sons of each wife and their
descendants are constituted separate stocks for purposes olinheritance, and in any case the custom
of stribant has no application to a case where the choice of heirs tics between persons of different
degrees. The general law must apply except in so far as the custom alters it (y).

But in East and West Punjab customary law there is a distinction between the Pagwand and
('hundawand (z) custOrtis: under the former the division among sons is per capita and each son
takes an equal share: under the tatter the sons of each wife divide an equal share (as in the strihit
custom above-mentioned). In these customs however is involved the principle that the portion
allotted to a group should belong as an entirety to the members who for the time being form or
represent the group until the group is extinct. This means in effect that the half blood cannot
compete with the whole blood. Even if the property of the common ancestor was distributed on
the l'agwand system, separate possession of a specific portion having been held by the sorts of one
wife, the Pagwand rule though it applies is to be applied within the family of that wife's children (a).

Justice equity and good conscience:— See notes to sec. S above.

12. In Ajmer-Merwara.— The provisions of the Ajmer-Mcrwara Laws,
Regulation III of 1877. sees. 4 and 5, are almost to the same effect as the Punjab
Laws Act IV of 1872 jscc. 10 above]

Shari at Act. 1937.— 'the Shariat Act repeals sec. 401 of the Ajmerc Laws Regulation, 1877,
in SO far as it is inconsistent with its provisions. It affects the law under the Regulation in the same
way as in the East Punjab. Sec sec. 10, supra.

13. In Oiidh.— The provisions o1 the Oudh Laws Act XVIII of 1876, sec.
3. as regards the law to he administered in the case of Mahomcdans arc the same
as in the East Punjab.

Sliariat ,lci, 193/7— The Shariat Act repeals sec. 3 of the Oudh laws Act in so fa! :s rt is
inconsistent with its provisions. It affects the law in Oudh in the same was' as in the Fast i'unjah.
Sec sec. II supra. A case decided under section 3 before the Shariat Act is Ro.sI,an Ali 3ran v.
(1ra,d/zri Asgitar il!i.(b).

14. In Madhya Pradesh.— As to Madhya Pradesh, it is enacted by the
Central Provinces Laws Act XX of 1875, sec. 5, as follows: -

(') Sardarilihi v.IInjNawaz K/ui,, (1934) 15 Lah.	 141 I.C. 27. (33) A.0. 4.
425, 149 I . C. 575, ('34) Al.. 371; Rujkishen Sing!. V.	 (z) From c!uv,d,i the knot of hair on  wornans
Ramjov Mazoo,,,dar (1872) I (at. iRo P.C.	 head.

(w) Gi,a.ci gi v. tj,nrao Jan (1893)21 Cal 149. 156. 	 (a)NubiflakthvAhmrdKhw. (1924)51 l.A., 199.
20 LA 193.	 5 Luck. 278.80 ic:. 158. ('24) A.I'C. 117.

(r) Front stn, a v.oman.	 (b) (19.30)57 LA. 29,5 Luck. 70.121 I.C. 517,('30)
() Karamat Ali v. Sadat ,1!i (1933)8 Luck. 228, 	 A.PC. 35.
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"In questions regarding inheritance,.., betrothal, marriage, dower....
guardianship minority, bastardy, family relations, wills, legacies, gifts, partitions
or any religious usage or institution, the rule of decision shall be the
Mahomedan law in cases where the parties are Mahomedans... except in so far
as such law has been by legislative enactment altered or abolished, or is opposed
to the provisions of this Act:

"Provided that, when among any class or body of persons or among the
members of any family any custom prevails which is inconsistent with the law
applicable between such persons under this section, and which, if not
iflcOflsiStCflt with such law, would have been given effect to as legally binding
such custom shall, notwithstanding anything herein contained, he given effect
10.

In cases not provided for [by the above clause], or by any other law for the
time being in force, the Court shall act according to justice, equity and good
COflSCiCflCC..

Shari atAct, 19371— The Shariat Act, 1937, repeals sec. 5 of the Central Provinces Laws Act,
1875, in so far as its provisions are inconsistent with it. It affects the law in Madhya Pradesh in the
same way as in the Punjab. See sec. Ii.

('ustoin.—. Among the Mewatis of former Madhya Bharat a custom of exclusion of females
from inheritance will he applied if it can he proved. (c).

Juoice. equity and goat! conscience.— See notes to sec. 8 above. See also sees. 5 and 50.

15. In Sind and Orissa.— By section 289 of the Government of India Act,
1935, establishing Sind and Orissa as new provinces it was provided Isub-se c, 2

(c)I that an order in Council might contain (inter a/ia): -
(c) such provisions with respect to the laws which subject to amendment

or repeal by the Provincial, or as the case may be, the Federal
Legislature, are to he in force in, or in any part of, Sind or Orissa
respectively, as His Majesty may deem necessary or proper.

The Orders in Council (dated 3rd March 1936 and numbered 1936 No. 164
and No. 165) do not effect any change as regards Mahomedan law.

Before the creation of this province by the Government of India Act, 1935, Bombay
Regulation IV of 1827 applied to Sind and the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil courts Act, 1887, to
Orissa. The new province became subject to the Shariat Act, 1937.

16. In Ilyderabad.— In the former Hyderabad State area it is not open to
it Mahomedan to set up and lead evidence of a custom which is at variance with.
or against the principles of Mahomedan law. There is no exception to this rule
in respect of any kind of property, such as axiyaz or Jagirs (d).

It was held by the Supreme Court in Noorhanu v. Dep. Custodian General. El'. ('65) A.S.C.
1937 that there Khojas had migrated to I lyderahad from an area in which they were governed
by custom by I lindu law, after migration to 1 tydcrahad it was incompetent to then) to plead a
custom which was at variance with Mahomedan law.

All the Princip les of Mahomedan law relating to succession apply to aUval

(grant) property as well; the only departure being that contained in Regulation
6(8) oI'the Hvderabad Abolition of Jagirs Regulation (No. LXIX of 1358F)(e).

17. Applicability of Mahomedan law to gifts.— Apart from the Shariat
Acts, the effect of the enactments summarized above is to apply the

ft)//,u,riva v J,,sutJ ((') A. Madh. Ith. Sb.	 .5!u.th:aq /Iusa,n v.Svc,//Iusain (1959) 2Andh.

(d) Jaiia,:danuz#ii. Itet,iml v. Mo/id. M,hi g idd:ii	 W.R. 487.
(1953) 1 hd. 78. (53) A.l I. 117.
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Mahomedan law expressly to gift in East and West Punjab, Madhya Pradesh,
the N.-W. Province, Ajmer-Merwara and Oudh. It is also applied as the law of
the parties or of the defendant in the Presidency-towns the Courts of Rangoon
and the Mufassal of Bombay. But it has not been applied to gifts in Bengal,
Bihar, Agra, Madras, Assam or Burma. Nevcheless as above mentioned (f'.
the Courts of certain of these States have, notwithstanding sec. 123 of the
Transfer of Property Act, applied the Mahomedan law to gifts (g) as the rule of
justice, equity and good conscience, on the view that sec. 129 of the Transfer of
Property Act rendered the provisions of sec. 123 inapplicable. A Full Bench of
the Rangoon High Court have held that this is an erroneous assumption. The
reason for this decision is as follows:--- . Mahomcdan law was applied to gifts in
Burma not as a rule of Mahomedan law but as a rule of justice, equity and good
conscience; there was therefore no rule of Mahomedan law to be saved by sec.
129; that section does not operate to save a rule of justice, equity and good
conscience; therefore sec. 123 applies to gifts in Burma (h). It may be contended
in support of the older view (and of titles dependent thereon) that the Rangoon
High Court has taken too narrowly the words of sec. 129 "affect any rule of
Mahomedan law"; and that the statute was not intended to operate differently
from State tc State upon the Mahomedan law according as that law was applied
as being, e.g., the law of theparties or as the rule of conscience applicable to
the case. As to the effect of the Shariat Act, see sec. 6.

Before the Transfer of Property Act was applied to Burma a notification
was issued applying in a district of Burma sec. 123 of the Transfer of Property
Act alone without also applying sec. 129. The Privy Council assumed that the
Mahomedan law applied to gifts in Burma and held that though sec. 129 was
not applied that law was not abrogated by the application of sec. 123. The effect
attributed to the notification was to super-impose the requirements of sec. 123
as to deed registered and attested upon the Mahomedan law requirement as to
delivery of possession (i). The notification was superseded by subsequent
notifications applying the whole Act to Burma.

18. Before the merger of Cooch-Behar and before it became as a result of
such merger one of the districts of West Bengal, the Mahomedan subjects of
Cooch Behar State were being governed by the Hindu Law, in matters of
inheritance. According to the provisions of the Mahomedan Inheritance Act
(II of 1897) which came into force on 1st April, 1897, any Mahomedan subject
to Cooch-Behar State desiring to be governed by the Mahomedan Law was
required to make a declaration in the manner provided in that Act that he
desired to be governed by the Mahomedan Law in matters of inheritance. On
such declaration being made, in the manner prescribed the declarant would
thenceforth continue to be governed by the Mahomedan Law of inheritance
and would cease to be governed by the Hindu Law of inheritance,

(f) See note "Justice, equity and good conscience"
under Sec. 5, supra.

(g) Karam illahi v. Sha,'af.ud.din (1916) 38 Au.
212,35 I.C. 14;flavaSahib v. Mohamed (i8%) 19
Mad. 343; Vahazullah Sahib v. Boyapaü Naga',iya
(1907)30 Mad.519',NasibAliv. Wajed..41i(1927)44
Cal. U. 490. 100 I.C. 296, ('27) A.C. 197; Sultan
Miya v. Ajiba/chazoon Bibi (1932) 59 Cal. 557, 138
I.C. 733,('32) A.C. 497.

(h) Ma .4sha v. A. K Haldar (1936) 14 Rang. 439.

164 I.C. 984,( -36) AR. 430.
(i)MaMiv.KallondarAnunai(1927)54 I.A. 23,5

Rang. 7, 100 I.C. 32, ('27) A.PC. 22, N.B—Ln this
case there was a registered deed and no question
aroseas to compliance with sec. 123. But it is thought
that the effect of the decision is as stated in the-text,
though that was doubted by Mosley, J., in 14 Rang.
439.supra at p.445, where the words in brackets ("or
rather tried to effect") appear to have been added to
the Privy Council judgment by mistake.
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notwithstanding any custom to the contrary. If there was no such declaration
under the provisions of the Act H of 1897 the Mahomedan who was a subject
of the State of Cooch-Behar or the estate left by him did not come to be
governed by the Mahomedan Law of inheritance.

Held that, on 26th February, 1978, on which date the Mahomedan subject
of Cooch-Behar died, the deceased continued to be governed by the Hindu Law,
and in a suit filed by him, the question of substitution in his place on his death
pending suit was to be determined in accordance with the Hindu Law of
inheritance inasmuch as the deceased had not made a declaration as required
under the provisions of the Mahomedan Inherance Act (1897) to the effect
that he desired to be governed by the Mahomedan Law in matters of
inheritance.

Held, further, that despite the provisions of sub-s.(1) of S. 3 of the
Cooch-Behar (Assimilation of Laws) Act, 1950 (Act LXVII of 1950) which
came into force on 1st January, 1951, the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act, 1937, also did not apply to the Mahomedan subects of
Cooch-Behar district till 1st July, 1980 which was the date appointed by the State
Government by a Notification under sub-S.(2) of S. 3 of the Act (LXVII of
1950) on which date the Mahomedan Inheritance Act, 1897, ceased to be in
force and the Muslim Personal Law. (Shariat) Application Act, 1937 came into
force in Cooch-Behar [D.C. Chakravorti, J.] Anisur Rahaman v. Jalilar
Rahaman. A.I.R.1981 Cal. 48.

ISA. Where the question was whether the parties who belong to Kamboj
community are primarily agricultural tribe or not.

Held, that there is no legal and acceptable evidence on the record to prove
that Kambojs of Malerkotla State are not an agricultural community. It is proved
that Kambojs are pre-dominantly an agricultural tribe are governed by custom
in the matter of inheritance. FJ.V. Gupta, J.J Babu v. Mst. Halitna (1983) 85
Punj. L.R. 335.



CHAPTER II

CONVERSION TO MAHOMEDANISM

19. Who is a Mahomedan.— Any person who professes the Mahomedan
religion, that is, acknowledges (1) that there is but one god, and (2) that
Mahomed is His Prophet, is a Mahomedan (a). Such a person may be a
Mahomedan by birth or he may be a Mahomedan by conversion (h). It is not
necessary that he should observe any particular rites or ceremonies, or be an
orthodox believer in that religion; no Court can test or gauge the sincerity of
religious helicf(c). It is sufficient if he professes the Mahomcdan religion in the
sense that he accepts the unity of God and the prophetic character of Mahomed.

"If one of the parents of an infant be a believer, the construction of law is in favour of the
Islam of the infant"; Baillie, 11, 265 (Shia law); Hedaya , 64 (Sunni law), But this presumption
may be rebutted by general conduct and surrounding circumstances. Thus an illegitimate son of a
Hindu by a Mahomedan woman, who is brought up as a Hindu and married to a Hindu girl in the
Hindu form of marriage, may well be regarded as a Hindu, though his mother was a
Mahomedan (d).

A person born a Mahomedan remains a Mahomedan until he renounces the Mahomedan
religion (e). The mere adoption of some Hindu forms of worship does not amount to such a
renunciation U).

20. Conversion to Mahomedanism and marital rights.— (1) The
conversion of a Hindu wife to Mahomedanism does not ipso facto dissolve her
marriage with her husband. She cannot, therefore, during his lifetime, enter into
a valid contract of marriage with any other person. Thus if she, after conversion
to Mahomedanism, goes through a ceremony of marriage with a Mahomedan,
she will be guilty of bigamy under sec. 494 of the Indian Penal Code (g).

(2) In Skinner v. Orde (Ii), a Christian man, married to a Christian wife,
declared himself a Mahomedan, and went through a ceremony of marriage with
another woman. The Privy Council agreed with the High Court in thinking that
the marriage was of doubtful validity. The Calcutta High Court has held that
where an Indian Christian domiciled in India and married to an Indian Christian
also domiciled in India embraces the Islamic faith, he may enter into a valid
contract of marriage with a Mahomedan woman, though the first marriage with
the Christian wife subsists (i).

(a) Narantakat v. Prakkal (1922) 45 Mad. 986, 71
IC. 65, (23) A.M. 171 [Ahmadees are not apostates
from Islamism]; Haki,n Khalil v. Malik Israfi (1917)
2 Pat. U. 108, 37 I.C. 302 [Ahrnadecs are not
apostates from lslamiml: Ahnmdiyas are only a
reformed sect- of Mahomedans. Although they
regard Mirza Gulam Ahmad as a Prophet they are
not apostates only because they do not accept that
Mahorned was the iast'.Prophet. Since they believe
in the oneness of God and the prophcthood of
Mahomed, they must be regarded as Mahomcdans.
Shihabud4in j,nbjchj jCoa Thangal v Aharn,ned
Kopa. ('71) AK. 206: Queen-Empress v. Ramzan
(1885)7 All. 461;A:a . UIIah v...dzina-UlIah (1890)12
All. 494; Jiwan Khan v. habib (1933) 14 Lah. 518,
144 I.C. 68, ('33) A.L. 759. Pakistan: Ada Warts v.
Sultan A/unadKhan ('59) P. Lah. 205.

(b)Abraham v. Abraham (1863)9 Moo. I.A. 199,
243.

(c)Abdol Razack s'. Aga Mahomed (1894) 21 I.A.
56, 64.

(d)Bhaiya Slier liahadur v. Bhaiya Ganga Ba/dish
Singh(1914)41 IA. 1,36A11. 101,221.C.293.

(c) Bhagwon Bakhsh v. Drigbijai (1931) 6 Luck.
487,132 I.C. 779, ('31) A.O. 301.

(J) Azi,na Bibi v. Munshi Samalanand (1912) 17
C.W.N. 121,40 Cal. 378,17 I.C. 758.

(g) Government of Bombay v. Ganga (1880) 4
Born. 330; In the Matter of Ram Kumari (1891)18
Cal. 264; Mat. Nandi v. The Crown (1920) 1 Lah.
440,59 I.C. 33.

(Ii) (1871) 14 Moo. l.A. 309.
(i) John Jiban Chandra v. Abinash (1939) 2 Cal.

12,183 I.C. 75, ('39) AC. 417.
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(3) In Khambalta v. Khamballa (j) a Mahomedan married a Christian
woman in Christian form. The wife became a convert to the Mahomedan
religion and the husband divorced her by talak. The Bombay High Court held
that on the wife renouncing Christianity the lex domicilii applied the law of
their religion and that the divorce was valid.

See sec. 321, " Apostasy from Islam".

(4) According to Muslim law a distinction is made between conversion to
Islam of one of the spouses when such conversion takes place.

(1) in a country subject to Muslim law, and
(2) in a country where the Law of Islam is not the law of the land.

In the first case, when one of the parties embraces Islam, he or she should offer
Islam to the other spouse, and if the latter refuses the marriage can he dissolved.
In the second case the marriage is autoinatcally dissolved afcr th lapse of a
period of three months after the adoption of Islam by one of the spouses. This,
however, is not the law in India. ifl India the spouse who has embraced Islam
cannot file a suit for divorce or for a declaration that the r.aarr!age is dissolved
against the spouse who refuses to embrace Islam k).

It is well settled that even in International Law, a wife on her marriage, acqwre the ratorativ
of her husband, unless the Municipal law prevents such an acquisition. In this case the petitioner
who was originally a Hindu embraced Islam and married a Muslim. By reason c such matriage
which is recognised by Muslim Law, she became a Muslim. In practice and in reai at any rate in
this part of the country, Muslims are classified on the basis of the community.

That is obvious from the list of the backward classes prepared by the Goveament of Tamil
Nadu containing the name of Labbai, which is a community of Muslims. On the seine principle it
stands to reason that a wife muss belong not only to the religion to which her husband belongs but
to the community as well. If therefore, this statuicry principle is adopted that by marriage from
one community into another within the same religion c in the Hindu Religion or fri en one religion
to another the husband's community alone is to prevail. The revised view of the Go'.ernrnent that
by marriage alone a forward community person could not be considered as a back.-r.1 LommiJflity
candidate and that by changing religion the petitioner in the instant case,who was a member of a
forward community, had become a Muslim had not because a Labbai Muslim, a backward class
and she was not entitled to the benefit given to backward classes, was wrong. Of course, if the case
on hand happens to he the reverse it would he different. The golden rule appears in be, it is the
community or the religion to which the husband belongs that should matter. [S. Mohan, Jj k S.
Arn9ena ,Shofir v. The State of Tamil Nadu, represented by its Secretary, Social Welfare
Department. (1984) 1 M.L.J. 237.

21, Conversion to Mahomedanism and right of inheria:.— In the
absence of a etom to the contrary sie taes. 22 n12 e.'e i.o ;he estate
of a convert to MaIiomedanisn- is goverriad b y the Mahcmedan law i!).

Accorduig to the Mahomcdan law , a Hindu cau'E u.ccced to the estate of a Mahonedeo.
Therefore. if  Hindu, who has a I lindu wife and children, embraces Mahomedanism, ano marries
a Mahomcdan wife and has children by her, his property will pass on his death to h is Mabonedan

U) (1935) 59 Porn. 278.36 Born. L.R. 1021. t54 Avesho Rth v. Su5odh Qiakravarry (1945) 49
1,C. 1075, ('35) A.l3 5 affirming 36 Born. L.R. 11, 	 C.W.N 439.
149 I.C. 1232.('34)A.B 93.	 (/)MiiraSenSingh v.MaqbulHa.ran Khan (1930)

(k)RobasaKlianum v. KhodadadBonanji (1946)	 57 i.A313, 35 C.W.N. 89, 128 IC. 268, ('30) A.PC.
48 Born. L.R. 864. ('47) A.B. 272; NorrJehan v.	 251: Chcdambaran.v. MaNyeinMe(1928)6.Raflg.
Eugene Tischence (1941)45 C.W.N. 104', 74 Cal.	 243.111 1.C.2,('28)A.R. 179; BhagwanBakhshv.
Li. 212, ('41) A.C. 582; Savod K1ia:oo,z. v. M.	 Drzgbijai(1931)6 Luck. 497,132 I.C. 779, ('31) A.O.
Obadiah (1945)49 C.WN. 745; l3udo,isa Foona Hi 301; John Jiban Chandra v. ,4bina.sh (1939) 2 Cal.
(1914) 26 Mad, Li 260, 22 I.C. 697; contra ML	 12,183 I.C. 75, ('39) A.C. 417.
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wife and children, and not to his Hindu wife or children (m).
Mahomedan Law applies not only to persons who are MahomedanS by birth but by religion

also (n); a convert changes not only his religion but his personal law also (0). These rigid logical
rules may apply to individual conversions, but in a case of a community conversion the converts
may retain a pertion of their personal law according to their social habits and surroundings. They
retain their personal law unless they consciously adopt another(p).

22. Khojas and Cutchi Memons..— In the absence of proof of special usage
to the contrary, Khojas and Cutchi Memons in the Bombay State were
governed in matters of succession and inheritance, not by the Mahumcdan, but
by the Hindu Law (q). But this customary law has been to a great extent
abolished by the Shariat Act, 1937.

Law after the Shariat Act, 1937— The effect of the Shariat Act is to abolish (except as to
agricultural land and other matters to which the Act does not apply) the customary law of
succession of Khojas and Cutchi Memons and to make them subject to the Mahomedan law.

Law before the Shari atAct, 1937.— Khojas and Cutchi Memons were originally Hindus. They
became converts to Mahomedanism about 400 years ago, but retained their Hindu law of
inheritance and succession as a customary law. Hence the Hindu law of inheritance and succession
is applied to them on the ground of custom. The application of the rules of Hindu law by custom
was limited to rules of inheritance and succession and did not extend to the rules relating to joint
property (r). hits custom was so well established among them that if any member of either of
these communities set up a usage of succession opposed to the Hindu law of succession, the burden
lay upon him to prove such usage (s). Where, however, Cutchi Memons migrate from India and
settle among Ma/wmedans as in Mombasa, the presumption that they have adopted the
Mahomedan custom of succession should be readily made (I). In matrimonial matters Cutchi
Memons are governed by Mahomedan law and in such matters a Cutchi Memon girl is a free
agent(u).

Cuichi Memons Act. - It was provided by sec. 2 of the Cutchi Mernons Act XLVI of 1920
and the Cutchl Memons (Amendment) Act XXXIV of 1923, that any person who satisfies the
prescribed authority—

(a) that he is a Cutchi Memon and is the person whom he represents himself to he;
(b) that he is competent to contract within the meaning of section 11 of the Indian

Contract Act, 1872; and
(c) that he is resident in India;

may by declaration in the prescribed form and filed before the prescribed (authority declare that

(m)(1928)6 Rang. 243, 111 I.C. 2, ('28) A.R. 179,
supra; ('handrascharappa v. Government of Mysore
(1935) Mys. 621: Poniah Nadar V. Essaki Devania
('55) A. Tr.v.-C. tSO.

(n) Iowa/a Bi.kth v. Dhaun Singh (1866) 10
MJA. 511.

(o)Mirrar Sen Singh v. Maqbul Hasan Khan (1930)
57 I.A. 313.

(p)Fidahusein v. Monghibai (1936)38 Born. L.R.
397, 400.

(q)Khojas and Mernons Case (1847) Perry 's O.C.
110; Hirbai v. Gorbai (1875) 12 Born. H.C. 294
[Khojas]; AbdulCadur v. Turner (1884)9 Born. 158
[Cutchi Memons]; Mahomed Sjdjck. v. HajiAhined
(1885) 10 Born. 1[Curchi Memons] MoosaHaji
Joonas V. Ilaji Abdul Rahim (1905) 30 Born.197;
Saboo Sidick v. Ally Mahomed (1904)30 Born. 270;
Jan Mahorned V. Doitu (1914) 38 Born. 449, 22 I.C.
195; Mangaldasv. Abdul (1914) 16Bom. L.R. 224,
23 I.C. 565; Fidahusein v. Monghiboi (1936) 38
Born. L.R. 397, 164 I.C. 533, (36) A.B. 257. See

however: Noorba.nu v. Dip. Custodian General,E.P.,
('65) A.S.C. 1937, and Sec. 17 supra.

(r)ifaji Oosman v.11 aroon Sakh Maho,ned (1923)
47 Ibm. 369, 68 I.C. 862, ('23) A.B. 148; an
Mahonied v. Dattu supra; Fidahusein . v. Monghthai
supra

(s)Abdulrahirn v Ifalimabai. (1915) 43 lA. 35,
39, lit Born. L.R. 635, 639, 32 I.C. 413; Jfirbai v.
Gorhai (1875) 12 B.H.C. 294, 305; Rahi,nathai v.
Hirbai (1877) 3 Born. 34 In re Haji Ismail (1880) 6
l3om.452;AshabaiV.JIaJi Tycb(1882)9 Born. 115;
Mahoined 5idick v. IfajiAhmned (1885) 10 Born. 1;
In the goods of Mulbai (1866) 2 B.H.C. 276. The
Hindu law as to joint family property does not apply
to Cutchi Memons; Ilaji Oosman v. Ifaroon (1923)
47 Born. 369,68 I.C. 862, ('23) A.B. 148;A14,arkhan
v. Ra,nbhau (1947)49 Born. L.R. 793, ('48) A.B. 162.

(i)(1915)43 l.A.35. 18 Born. L.R. 635,32 lC.413,
supra.

(u) Abdul Razakv.Adain (J.c,nan (1935) 37 Born.
L.R. 603,159 I.C. 650,('35) A.B. 367.
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he) desires to obtain the benefit of this Act, and thereafter the declarant and all his minor children
and their descendants will in matters of succession and inheritance be governed by the Mahomedan
law. The Act, however, governed the succession to the estate of the declarant and did not affect
the right of the declarant himself to succeed as a Cutchi Memofl to the property of another Cutchi
Memon who has signed no such declaration (v).

The Cutchi Memons Act of 1920 is now repealed by tne Cutchi Memons Act X of 1938, which
came into force on the 1st day of November, 1938. The Act is as follows:-

1. (1) This Act may be called the Cutchi Memons Act, 1938.
(2) It shall come into force on the 1st day of November, 1938.

2 Subject to the provisions of sec. 3, all Cutchi Mernons shall, in matters of succession and
inheritance, be governed by the Muhammadan law.

3. Nothing in this Act shall affect any right or liability acquired or incurred before its
commencernefl1, or any legal proceeding or remedy in respect of any such right or liabil i ty; and any
such legal proceeding or remedy may be continued or enforced as if this Act had not been passed.

In Thyabai v. Bayabai (w) it was held by a single judge of the Bombay High Court that the
Act applies not only to wills made by a Cutchi Memon after the passing of the Act but also to those
made before the Act, was passed, provided the testator dies after the passing of the Act and such
wills have to be construed and looked at from the point of view of Mahomedan law. The law as to
succession and inheritance in the case of Cetchi Memons, therefore, is as follows:--Prior to 1920
a Cutchi Memon was governed by Hindu law in matters of succession and inheritance. Under Act
XLVI of 1920 he had the option to declare himself to be governed by Mahornedan law and on his
exercising the option, not only he but his minor children and their descendants would be governed
by the Mahomedan law in this respect. Thereafter under the Shariat Act of 1937 he was governed
by Mahomedan law in the matter of intestate succession, and as to testate succes&on he would be
subject to that law if he made the necessary declaration under sec.3 of the Act. Now under the
Cutchi Memons Act, 1938, a Cutchi Memon is governed by Mahornedari law tu all matters of
succession and inheritanoo.

Effect of repeal of the Cutchi Mernons Act, 1920.—It is submitted that it v;a- not within the
competence of the Indian Legislature to repeal this Act so far as it affects agricuiutal land in the
Governors' Provinces. The powers of the Central Legislature to repeal and alter laws are made
precisely co- extensive with their powers of direct legislation (x). By their decision (y) the Federal
Court of India held that the Hindu Women's Right to Property Act, 1937, was beyond the
competence of the Indian Legislature so far as its operation might affect agricultural land in the
Governors' Provinces. It would thus seem that the repeal of the Act of 1920 so far as it operates
to affect succession to agricultural land in the Governors' Provinces was ultra vires the Indian
Legislature. The result then is that succession to such land is still governed by the Cutchi Memofl.%
Act, 1920, and in this respect the position is not altered by the subsequent repeal of the repealing
section (sec.4) by the Cutchi Memons (Amendment) Act, XXV of 1941

Property of Khoja community—If Khojas ceased to be Aga Khanis they could be debarred
from places of Aga Khani worship. As to secular property, the dissident members could be
debarred from enjoying it, if their beliefs were such that they were repugnant to the Aga Khani
Khojas (z), but this power has been largely taken away by the Bombay Prevention of
Excommunication Act, (Born. Act XLII of 1949).

23. Testamentary power of Cutchi Memons.— (1) A Mahomedan cannot
by will dispose of more than one-third of his property without the consent of
his heirs Lsec.1 181. But a Cutchi Mernon could dispose of the whole of his
property by will; this w founded on custom (a). The Cutchi Memons Act, 1920,

(v)Abdu!sakJ.sr v.Abubakkar (1930) 54 Born. 358,	 (1941) F.C.R. 12, ('41) A.FC 72.

362, 127 LC. 401, ('30) A.B. 191.	 (z) Ladha Donani v. Hasam I.si'wi! ('49) A. Kutch

(w)(1942)44 Born. L.R. 792, ('42) A B. 328. 	 17.
(x)Section 29 of the Government of India. Act, (a) Advocate-General v. Jhnbabai (1915)41 Born.

1935. See Dobie v. TemporalithSBoaTd (1881)7 App. 181,31 I.C. 106:AdVOCateGefletal v.Kw,nali (1903)

Cas. 136.	 29 Bern. 133, 148.149; Sattar Jsrnail V. Ilamid Salt

(y) In re Hindu Women's Right to Property Act (1944)2 M.U. 92, ('44) A.M. 504
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however, gave a Cutchi Memon the option, by making a statutory declaration,
to subject himself and all his descendants in matters of succession and
inheritance to the Mahomedan law. But in the absence of such a declaration,
he was subject to the Hindu law.

The Shariat Act, 1937, applied the Mahomedan law to the Cutëhi Memons
in respect of intestate succession but left the position unaltered so far as
testamentary power was concerned.

Finally, the Cutchi Memons Act, 1938, applied Mahomedan law to the
Cutchi Memons as regards (both testate and intestate) succession, thus making
their position the same as that of all other Mahomedans in all respects.

(2) A Cutchi Memon will was construed by the rules of Hindu law relating
to wills (b). But this rule will not apply in cases governed by the Mahomedan
law under the Cutchi Memons Act, 1938.

Sub-sec. (2).—If a Cutchi Memon will contains a contingent bequest, the bequest will be void
if the will is to be construed by the Mahomedan law, but valid if it is to be construed by the Hindu
law. It has been held that trusts in a will are governed by Mahomedan Law, and therefore a
contingent bequest is invalid (c).

(3) A Cutchi Memon is governed by the Mahomedan law so far as it relates
to the execution and revocation of his will (d). See sec. 116.

24.Testamentary power of Khojas.—A Khoja may dispose of the whole of
his property by will (e). But the effect of the Shariat Act, 1937, is that a Khoja
may restrict his testamentary power under the "one-third rule" of Mahomedan
Law (sec.1 18, below) by making the statutory declaration provided for by sec.
3, of the Shariat Act, 1937.

The making and revocation of Khoja wills and the validity of trusts and wakfs created thereby
are all governed by the Mahomedan law, but apart from trusts and wakfs, the construction of a
Khoja will is still governed by Hindu Law (fl.

25. Ilalai Memons.—Halai Memons domiciled in Bombay are governed in
all respects by the Mahomedan law (g).

Halai Mernons of Porbandar in Kathiawar follow in matters of succession and inheritance
Hindu law and not Mahomedan law, differing in that respect from Halai Memons of Bombay. It
was so held in the undermentioned case upon evidence of custom among Halai Memons in
Porbandar (h).

25-A. I)aoodi and Sulaimani Bohras.—Daoodj and Sulaimani Bohras arc
Shia Ismailis, being adherents of the Western Branch of the Ismailis (i). They
have always been governed by Mahomedan (Shia) law. (See note under sec. 29).

26. Sunni Bohras of Gujarat: Molesalam Girasias of Broach.—The Sunni

(b)Abdalsakurv.Abubakkar(1930) 54 Born. 358,
362,127 I.C. 401, (30) A.B. 191, dissenting from
dicta to the contrary in Advocate-General v.
Jimbaba:, supra, AshrafAl/i v. MahornedAlli (1946)
48 Born. L.R. 642; ('47) A.B. 122 Ada,nbhai V.
Allarakiria (1935) 37 Horn. L.R. 686,159 I.C. 199,
('35) A.B. 417.

(c) Ashraf Al/i v. Mahomed A/li (1946) 48 Born.
L.R. 642; ('47) A.B. 122.

(d) Abdul Ha,need v. Maho,ned Yoonus (1940) 1
M.LJ. 273, 187 I.C. 414, ('40) A.M. 153; Sarabhai
Amibai v. Mahon'ed Cosu,,i (1919) 6 A.B. 80,
(1919)43 Born. 641, approved.

(e)Fidahusein v. Monghibai (1936) 38 Born. L.R.
397, 164 I.C. 533, ('36) A.B. 257; Allyarkhan v.
Rarnbhau (1947)49 Born. L.R. 793, ('48) A.B. 162.

(0 Ashraf A/li v. Mahorned AN (1946) 48 Born.
L.R. 642,('47) A.B. 122.

(g)KhoandMeinons'Case(1847) Perry's O.C.
110, 115; KJiarubaj v. Maho,ned HajiAbu (1923) 50
l.A. 108, 47 Born. '12, I.C. 202, ('22) A.i'C. 414,
affirmingMahonedlJajiv.Khazubai (1918)43 Born.
647,51 l.C.513.

(h) (1923) 50 I.A. 108, 47 Born. 146,72 I.C. 202,
('22) A.PC. 414, supra.

(i) See Introduction.
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Bohra Mahomedans of Gujarat (I), and the Molesalam Girasias of Broach (k),
are governed by custom in certain matters.

The Sunni Bohra MahomedanS of Gujarat and the Molesalarn Girasias of Broach were
originally Hindus, and became subsequently converts of Mahomedanism. They are governed by
the Shariat Act, same as the Khojas. They are, however, governed by CUstom if no declaration has
been made under s.3 of the Shariat Act by an individual. They are not to be confused with the
Bohras of Bombay who are Shias. (s.29) (There has been some misunderstanding of the
commentary in the 17th ed. The comment and the text of the section was changed from the 16th.
ed. It was not noticed that the Shariat Act does not operate proprio vigore in those spheres where

a declaration under s.3 is necessary before custom can be changed to Shariat.)

(j) Bai Baiji v. Bai Santok (1894) 20 Born. 53; 825, ('39) AB. 449.
Nurbai v. Abhi-wn Mahomed (1939) 41 Born. L.R.	 (k) Fazesani v. Ha,isani (1894) 20 Born. 181.



CHAPTER III

MAHOMEDAN SECTS AND SUB-SECTS

27. Sunnis and Shias.—The Mahomedans are divided into two sects,
namely, the Sunnis and the Shias.

There is another class of Mahomedans called Molazilas. It is not clear whether they form an
independent sect, or are an offshoot of the Shia sect.

Qadianis also f	 ,v the Sunni law and so do the Alit-c-Hadith. The Cutchi Memons of
Bombay and Halai Mcmons belong to the Sunni sect. See secs. 22, 23 and 25 above.

28. Sunni sub-sects.-----The Sunnis are divided into four sub-sects, namely,
the Hanafls, the Malikis, the Shafeis and the Hanbalis.

The nni Mahomedans of India belong principally to the Hanafi School.
Presumption as to Sunnism.—The great majority of the Mahomedans of this country being

Sunnis, the presumption will be that the parties to a suit or proceeding are Sunnis, unless it is shown
that the parties belong to the Shia sect (a). But the Shia law is not foreign law. It is part of the law
of the land, and so no expert evidence can be led to prove it as in the case of foreign law (b).

As most Sunnis are Hanafis the presumption is that a Sunni is governed by Hanafi law (c).
The Wahhabis are an off-shoot of the Hanbalis. Considerable groups of Mahomedans in the

South of India, such as Kerala and Malabar, are Shafeis.

29. Shia sub-sects.—The Shias are divided into three main sub-sects,
namely, the Athna-Asharias, the Ismailyas and the Zaidyas.

These three sub-sects are shown in the Table annexed to the Introduction.
There are two divisions of Athna-Asharias, namely, (1) Akhbari, and (2) Usuli.
As most Shias are Athna-Mharias the presumption is that a Shia is governed by the

Athna-Asharia exposition of the law (d).
The Khojas and the Bohras of Bombay belong to the Ismailva sub- sect, see sees. 22, 25-A

and 26.
The Aga Khan is the spiritual head of the Ismaili Khojas and he was once regarded as having

the sole right of determining who shall or shall not remain a member of the community, but this
right has been curtailed by the Bombay Prevention of Excommunication Act (XLII of 1949). All
the offerings are the Aga Khan's absolute property and are not subject to any trust for the benefit
of the community (e).

The Mullaji is the spiritual head of the Daoodi Bohras (f) and in regard to properties vested
in him and to offerings received by him for the benefit of the community it has been held in one
case that he is a trustee (g). In another case the constitutional validity of the Bombay Prevention
of F.xcommunication Act (XLII of 1949) has been upheld and an order of excommunication given

(a)Bafaum v. Bilaiti Khanum (1903) 30 Cal. 683,
686; Mt. lqbal Bem v. Mt. Syed Begunz (1933) 140
I.C. 829. ('33) A.L. 80; Akbarally v. Mahomedallv
(1932)34 Born. L.R. 655,138 IC. 810, (32) A.B. 356;
Moosa Secthi v. Mariaksuty (1954) Tray -Co. 690,
('54) A. Tray -Co. 432.

(b),lziz Bano v. Muham,nad (1925)47 All. 823.89
I.C. 690,('25) A.A. 720.

(c)Akbaraj4' v. Mahomeda/ly (1932)34 Born. L.R.
655, 138 I.C. 810, ('32) A.B. 356;Abdullah Beary v.
.4lilwnhi Beary (1957) Ker. L.J. 731, Presumption
removed— Shalci law applied. Sardar Bibi V.
Muhammad Bakhsh P.L.D. 1954 (W.P.) Lah 481.
MSL Sahib Bibi v. Muhammad and am P.L.D. 1961

(W.P.) Lah. 1036; Khan Muhammad v. GoharBanu
P.L.D. 1965 (W.P.) Lah. 46.

Kutria!i/aitryMaraAkarv. Kandanki.4uy (67) A. Ker.
78.

(d)34 Born. LR.655supra.
(c) The Advocate-General er relations Daya

Muhammad v. Muhammad Jlusein (1879) 12 Born.
H.C. 323; J!ajiBibi v. lit H. Sir Sultan Mahomed Shah,
TheAga Khan (1909)11 Born. L.R. 409,2 I.C. 874.

(J) Flasanali v. Mansoorali (1949)76 IA I, (48)
APC. 66.

(g) Advocate-General of Bombay v. Yusufally
Ebrahun (1922)24 Born. L.R. 1060, 84 I.C. 759,('21)
A.B. 338.
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by the Head Priest of the Daoodi Bohras set aside (h). But see Satfuddin Sahib v. Govt of Bombay,
1962 A.S.C. 854.

The Sulaimani Bohras follow their own religious leaders. Their secession from the Daoodis
is mentioned in Mansoorally v. Taiyabally (i). 	 -

30. Each sect governed by its law.—The Mahomedan law applicable to each
sect or sub-sect is to prevail as to litigants of that sect or sub-sect (j).

The Sunni law will therefore apply to Sunnis, and the Shia law to Shias, and the law peculiar
to each sub-sect will apply to persons belonging to that sub-sect.

31. Change of sect.—A Mahomedan male or female who has attained the
age of puberty, may renounce the doctrines of the sect or sub-sect to which he
or she belongs, and adopt the tenets of the other sect or any other sub-sect, and
he or she will thenceforth be subject to the law of the new sect or sub-sect(k).

32. Marriage between Shia male and Sunni female—wife's status not
affected.—A Sunni woman contracting marriage with a Shia does not thereby
become subject to the Shia law (1).

The same proposition, it would appear, holds good in the case of marriage of a Shia female
with a Sunni male. See sec. 258.

(h)Sardar Syedna Saifud4in v. Tyebhai (1953) 55	 (k) i!wa:-un-Nissa v. Muhammad (1890) 12 All.
Born. LR. 1.	 290, 17 l.A. 73 (change of sect); Muhammad v.

(i) 35) A.N. 156.	 Gula,n (1864)1 B.H.C. 236 (change from Shafeism
(j) Deedar Hossein v. Zuhoor-oon-Nissa (1841) 2	 to 1-lanafism).

M.l.A. 441,477. 	 (1) Nasrag v. Hamidan (1882)4 All. 205.



CHAPTER IV

SOURCES AND INTERPRETATION OF MAHOMEDAN LAW

33. Sources of Mahomedan Law.—There are four sources of Mahornedari
law, namely, (1) the Koran; (2) Hadis, that is, precepts, actions and sayings of
the Prophet Mahomed, not written down during his lifetime, but preserved by
tradition and handed down by authorized persons; (3) Ijmaa, that is, a
concurrence of opinion of the companions of Mahomed and his disciples; and
(4) Qzyas, being analogical deductions derived from a comparison of the first
three sources when they did not apply to the particular case (a).

Qiyas is reasoning by analogy. Abu 1-lanifa, the founder of the Flanafi sect ofSunnis, frequently
preferred it to traditions of single authority. The lou nders of the other Sunni sects, however, seldom
resorted to it (b).

See: The Introduction.
34. Interpretation of the Koran.—The Courts, in administering

Mahomedan law, should not, as a rule, attempt to put their own construction
on the Koran in opposition to the express ruling of Mahomedan commentators
of great antiquity and high authority.

Thus where a passage of the Koran (Sura ii, vv. 241-242) was interpreted in a particular way
both in the Hedaya (a work on the Sunni law) and in the imamia (a work on the Shia law), it was
held by their Lordships of the Privy Council that it was not open to a Judge to construe it in a
different manner (c).

35. Precepts of the Prophet.—Neither the ancient texts not the precepts of
the Prophet Mahomed should be taken literally so as to deduce from them new
rules of law, especially when such proposed rules do not conduce to substantial
justice (d).

The words of the section are taken from the judgment of their Lordships of the Privy Council
in Baqar Ali v. Anjuman (e).

It is a rule of Mahomedan law that a gift in perpetuity is not valid unless it is a gift to charity.
Is a gift by a Mahomedan to his own children and their descendants a gift to charity? No—was the
answer given by a majority of the Full Bench of the Calcutta High Court in Bikani Mia v. Shuk

Lal(f) Yes—was the answer given by Ameer All, J., in a dissenting judgment, relying on the
following precept of the Prophet Mahomed: "A pious offering to one's family to provide against
their getting into want is more pious than giving alms to the beggars. The most excellent form of
Sadakah (charity) is that which a man bestows upon his own family." Referring to the judgment
of Asneer All, J., their Lordships of the Privy Council observed in a later case (g), that it was not
safe in determining what was the rule of Mahomedan law on a particular subject to rely upon
abstract precepts taken from the mouth of the Prophet without knowing the context in which those
precepts were uttered. Their Lordships further observed that the rule of Mahomedan law on the
subject was that which was laid down by the majority of the Full Bench, and that the new rule of
law sought to be deduced from the prccept of the Prophet by Ameer Ali, J., was not one that would
conduce to justice. A wakf in favour of children and descendants is now declared to be legal by the
Mussalman Wakf Validating Act VI of 1913, provided there is an ultimate gift to charity. See sees.
196-198 below.

36. Ancient texts.— New rules of law are not to be introduced because they
seem to lawyers of the present day to follow logically from ancient texts however

(a) Morley, Digest of Indian Cases, Introd. ccxxvii.	 (e) (1902) 25 All. 236, Z,)4,30 I.A. 94.

(b) lb. p. ccxxxvii.	 (1) (1893)20 Cal. 116.
(c)Aga Mahomediafferv. Koolsoni Bcebee(1897)	 (g) Abdul Fafa v. Russornoy (1894) 22 Cal. 619,

25 Cal. 9, 18,24 I.A. 196,204.	 631,632,22 LA. 76,86, on appeal from Russomoy V.

(d) Maulabuxv. Charuk ('52)?. Sind 54.	 AbdulFala (1891)18 Cal. 399.
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authoritative, when the ancient doctors of the law have not themselves drawn
those conclusions(h).

37. General rules of interpretation of Ilanafi law.—The three great
exponents of the Hanafi-Sunni law are Abu Hanifa, the founder of the Flanafi
school, and his two disciples, Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad.

It is a general rule of interpretation of the Hanafi law that where there is a
difference of opinion between Abu Hanifa and his two disciples, Abu Yusuf and
Imam Muhammad, the opinion of the disciples prevails (i). Where there is a
difference of opinion between Abu Hanifa and Imam Muhammad, that opinion
is to be accepted which coincides with the opinion of Abu Yusuf(j). When the
two disciples differ from their master and from each other, the authority of Abu
Yusuf is generally preferred (k). But these rules are not inflexible; they are to
be regarded as rules of preference adopted by ancient jurists for their own
guidance, but the subsequent history of opinion and practice will generally be
of greater importance (1).

Where there is a conflict of opinion, and no specific rule to guide the Court,
the Court ought to follow that opinion which is most in accordance with justice,
equity and good conscience (in).

38. Rules of equity.—The rules of equity and equitable considerations
commonly recognized in Courts of Equity in England are not foreign to the
Mussulman system, but are in fact often referred to and invoked in the
adjudication of cases under that system (ii).

(h) BaqarAli v.Anjuinan (1902)25 All. 236, 254,
30 l.A. 111; dissenting fromAgha Ali Khan v.Altaf
Hasan Khan (1892) 14 A]). 429, 448.

(i) Agha Ali Klian v. Ahaf Hasan Khan (1892) 14
All. 429, 448; Abdul Kadir v. Sa/inia (1886) 8 All.
149,166-167.

(I) (1886) 8 All. 149, p. 162, supra; Kuiti Umina v.
Negungadi Bank, Lid (1938) Mad. 148,173 I.C. 699,
('37) AM. 731.

(k) Ku/,som Bjbee v. Go/am Hoosein (1905) 10
C.W.N. 449, 488; Khajah Ilooscin v. Shahazadee
(1869) 12 W.R. 344, 346, Affmd. in Shahazadee v.
Khaja Hossein (1869) 12 W. R. 498; Kuni Umma v.
Ned.ungadi Ban/c Ltd (1938) Mad. 148,173 I.C. 699,
('37) A.M. 731. See also Sec. 151 below. In
Muhammad v. The Legal Remenbrancer (1893) 15
All. 321, 323, it was held that the opinion of Imam

Muhammad should he preferred to that of Abu
Yusuf, the Court thinking (though erroneously) that
it was so laid down by the Full Bench in Bikani Mia
v. Shuk La! (1893) 20 Cal. 116.

(I)An is Begun '.'. Muhammad Isiafa (1933)55 All.
743,148 IC. 26, ('33) A.A. 634; SiddiqAhn ed v. Syed
Ahmed (1945) 49 C.W.N. 311, ('45) A.C. 418;
Mohamed }'asjn v. Rahmai Jlahi ('47) A.A. 201 F.B.

(m) Aziz Bono v. Muhammad (1925) 47 All, 823,
837, 89 I.C. 690, ('25) A.A. 720 (difference in Shia
authorities); Ebrahi,n .'4!lihhai v. Bai Asi (1933)58
Born. 254, 149 I.C. 225. ('34) A.B. 21 (difference in
Sunni authorities); IJaji &fohd. V. Abdul G/iafoor
('55) A.A. 688.

(n) Hamiro B jbjv. Zuhaida Bibi (1915)43 I.A. 294,
301 . 302, 38 All. 581, 582, 36 I.C. 87, See Hedayas,
Book X.X, p.334, 'Of the Duties of the Kazee,"



CHAPTER V

SUCCESSION ANI) ADMINISTRATION

[Before the Indian Succession Act, 1925, the two principal Act7 in force in British India
relating to the administration of the estate of deceased persons were the Indian Succession Act
1865 and the Probate and Administration Act, 1881. The Indian Succession Act, 1865, applied to
Europeans, Parsis, East Indians and to all Natives of India other Iindus, Mahomedans and
Buddhists. The probate and Administration Act applied t Hindus, MahomedanS and Buddhists.
Both these Acts have been repealed by the Indian Succession Act, 1925, and their provisions
re-enacted in the Act.]

39. Administration of the estate of a deceased Mahomedan.—The estate
of a deceased Mahomedan is to be applied successively in payment of (1) his
funeral expenses and death-bed charges; (2) expenses of obtaining probate,
letters of administration, or succession certificate; (3) wages due for service
rendered to the deceased within three months next preceding his death by any
labourer, artisan or domestic servant; (4) other debts of the deceased according
to their respective priorities (if any); and (5) legacies not exceeding one-third
of what remains after all the above payments have been made. The residue is
to be distributed among the heirs of the deceased according to the law of the
sect to which he belonged at the time of his death(a), and the heir has a right
of contribution against his co-heirs, if by the action of the judgment creditor
under a decree under sec.52 of the Civil Procedure Code against all the heirs,
he was left with less than his proper share of the net estate of the deceased (b).
Under Mahomedan law, the payment of the debts of the deceased takes
precedence over the legacies (c).

The order set forth above is in accordance with the provisions of the Indian Succession Act,
1925, sees. 320-323 and sec. 325. Item No. (1) funeral and death-bed chargesdo not include monies
spent in ceremonies for securing the peace of the soul of the deceased (d). As regards item No.
(5), it is to be noted that a Mahomedan cannot by will dispose of more than one-third of what
remains of his property after payment of his funeral expenses and debts, unless the heirs consent
thereto [S. t 181. The residue available for distribution is the residue of the partible estate. If the
inheritance includes both partible and impartible estate, and the debts of the deceased have been
paid out of the partible estate, there is no right of contribution against the heir who has succeeded
to the impartible estate (e).

If the deceased was a Sunni at the time of his death, his property would be distributed among
his heirs according to the Sunni law, and if he was a Shia, it would be distributed according to the
Shia law. In other words, succession to the estate of a deceased Mahomedan is governed by the
law of the sect to which he belonged at the time of his death, and not by the law of the sect to which
the persons claiming the estate as his heirs belong (f) . A deceased Mahomedan is presumed to
have been a Sunni and the onus is on the person alleging him to have been a Shia (g).

The person primarily entitled to administer the estate of a deceased Mahomedan, that is, to
apply it in the manner set forth in the section, is the executor appointed under his will. If the
deceased left no will, the person entitled to administer his estate would be the person to whom
letters of administration are granted. Such a person is called administrator. The persons primarily

290,17 I.A. 73.	 (e) Nawab Mirza Mohamed Sadiq Ali Khan v.
(b) Maho,ned Kazun Ali Khan v. Sadiq Ali Khan Nawab Fakir ia/ian Begum (1934)9 Luck. 701, 148

(1938) (65) I.A. 218,13 Luck. 494,174 I.C. 977 ('38) 	 I.C. 1052,( 34) A.O. 307.
A.PC. 169.	 (/) Jlavat.un-Nissa v. Mohammad (1890) 12 All.

(c)Abdul.4zizv.D/iararflseVJCiha& Co. ('40)A.L. 	 290,17 I.A. 73.
343.	 'g) Mt. !qbal Begum v. Aft. SyedBegwn (1933) 140

(d) Sajjad ifu.ssain v. Muhammad Sayid Hasan I.C. 829, (33) A.L. 80.
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entitled to letters of administration are the heirs of the deceased: Indian Succession Act, 1925,
sec.218. In the absence of an executor or administrator, the persons entitled to administer the
estate are the heirs of the deceased.

40. Vesting of estate in executor and administrator.—The executor or
administrator, as the case may be, of a deceased Mahomedan, is, under the

provisions of the Indian Succession Act, 1925, sec. 211, his legal representative
for all purposes, and all the property of the deceased vests in him as such. The
estate vests in the executor, though no probate has been obtained by him (h).

But since a Mahomedan cannot dispose of by will more than one- third of
what remains of his property after payment of his funeral expenses and debts,
and since the remaining two-thirds must go to his heirs as on intestacy unless
the heirs consent to the legacies exceeding the hequcathable third, the executor,
when he has realized the estate, is a bare trustee for the heirs as to two-thirds,
and an active trustee as to one-third for the purposes of the will: and of these
trusts, one is created by the Act and the probate irrespective of the will, the

other by the will established by the probate (i).
The first paragraph is a reproduction of the provisions of sec.211 of the Indian Succession

Act, 1925. An executor under the Mahomcdan law is called wasi, derived from the same root as
wasiya: which means a will. But though the Mahomedan law recognised a wasi, it did not recognise
an administrator, there being nothing analogous in that law to "letters of administration". A wasi
or executor under the Mahomedan law was merely a manager of the estate, and no part of the
estate of the deceased vested in him as such. As a manager all that he was entitled to do was to pay
the debts and distribute the estate as directed by the will. He had no power to sell or mortgage the
property of the deceased, not even for the payment of his debts. The first time This power was
conferred upon him was by the Probate and Administration Act, 1881. Under sec.4 of that Act,
the whole of the property ofa Mahomedan testator vested in his executor, and it does so now under
sec.2 11 of the Indian Succession Act, 1925. The property vests in the executor even if no probate
has been obtained. Asa result oft he vesting of the estate in the executor, he has the power to dispose
of the property vested in him in due course of administration, a power which he did not possess
before the Probate and Administration Act, 1881; see sec. 90 of that Act, now see. 307 of the Indian
Succession Act, 1925. The will may provide for the remuneration of the executor, but if the
executor is an heir the provision is not valid unless the other heirs consent W.

41. Devolution of inheritance.—Subject to the provisions of secs. 39 and
40, the whole estate of a deceased Mahomedan if he has died intestate, or so
much of it as has not been disposed of by will, if he has left a will (s. 118). devolves
on his heirs at the moment of his death, and the devolution is not suspended by
reason merely of debts being due from the deceased (k). The heirs succeed to
the estate as tenants-in-common in specific shares (1).

	

l.A	 jJaf&anv. ,4rn!rMtthammna(1885)il.
112,55 Mad. 443.136 I.C. 1 1, 1.('32) 	 92(a case	 822; Mo/zarn,nadAveaLs v. lIar SaI,ai (19S5) 7 Alt.
of a Hindu will, which applies also to a Mahomedan 	 716; ltilandKhan v. Mt. Bcu,n Noor ('43) APesh.
wilt); She,naz/ v. Ahmed Omer (1931) 33 Horn. L.R.	 62; Fa,zuila K/ton v. .-lhdoliabbar (43) A.Pesh. 65:
1056, 135 I.C. 817, ('31) A.B. 533: Ma/zo,,u'd Vsz:f v.	 Ebrahim Ahoobaker v. Tck chanf ('53) A.S.C. 298.
Hargovandas (1923)47 Born. 231.70 I.C. 2o5. ('22)	 (I),4hu/Kjiadcr. v. C/zidamhara,n (1909)32 Mad.
A.B. 392; Sakina B,beev.Mohomcd Is/zak (1910) 37 	 276, 278, 3 I.C. 876;	 Abdul Majeeth V.
Cal. 839, 8 I.C. 655, is no longer good law. 	 Krishnanzchariar (1917) 40 Mad. 243. 245, 40 I.C.
Moharn,nadi Begumn v. Nawoz June (1955) Ilyd. 743:	 210: KIzatun Bai v. Abdul Wahab Sahib (1939)
Haki,n Reh,nan v.Moha,n,nadMahn,udflasan ('57)	 M.W.N. 346, 184 I . C. 774, ('39) AM 306: Mi.
A.P. 559; Hasan Bokhariv. Vc',kavza ('55) A. And h.	 FardosiahanBcum .'. Kazi5/zafiuddrn (1942) N.LJ.
87, (1957) Andh. W.R. 638.	 261, ('42) A.N. 75: Mohammad So/tail v. G/zz1am

(i) Kurruiu/ain v. Nutha: . ud-dowla (1905) 33 Cat.	 Rasul (1941) Lah .30S. ('41) A.L. 152 (F.B);
116,128,32 I.A. 244, 257.	 Mahonie(Wth' Tvcballv .. ..afiobai (1940) 67 I.A.

j)MahomedHussain v.Ai.thahai (1934)36 Born.	 406, 191 I.C. 113. (40) APC. 215. See also cases
L.R. 1155,1551.1-.334.('35) A.B. 84(a Sunni case). 	 cited in footnote (r below.
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Unlike Hindu Law, estate of a deceased Mahomedan jf.he has died instestate, devolves on
his heirs at the moment of his death. Under the Mahomedan Law, birth right is not recognised.
The right of an heir apparent or presumptive com.çs into existence for the first time on the death
of the ancestor, and he is not entitled until then to any interest in the property to which he would
succeed as an heir if he survived the ancestor. hna'nul Hassan v. State of Hi/tar, A.I.R. I982
Patna 80

There is no joint tenancy m Mahomedan law and the heirs are only tenants-in-common.
Therefore an heir can claim partition in respect of one of the properties held in common without
seeking partition of alt the properties (in).

Possession of a co-sharer or co-heir is presumed to he that of other co-sharers or co-heirs. To
start adverse possession there must he clear and complete evidence of an ouster (n).

Representation of deceased's esuue.--'I'he theory of representation is not known to the
Mahomedan law. Under its provisions the estate of a deceased person devolves upon his heirs at
the ,no,ncn g of his death. The estate vests immediately in each heir in proportion to the share
ordained by Mahomedan law. As the interest of each heir is separate and distinct, one ofa number
of heirs cannot be treated as representing the others (a). But an heir in possession of assets of an
estate can he sued by a creditor of the deceased upon principles discussed in sees. 43 and 46 infra.
There is no intermediate vesting in any one, such as an executor or administrator, as under the
Indian Succession Act (p).

A suit for partition of his share by one of the heirs is maintainable even if the heirs who are
not in possession are not impteaded since the shares of Mahomedan heirs are definite and specific.
Mo/id. Sub/ian v. Misba/aiddin Ahinad ('71) A. Raj 274.

A muslim woman acquired property at a time when her husband's estate was owned in
common by her along with other heirs, her children. The properties were managed by her father.
She was adult but the children were minors. Under Muslim Law she was not the guardian of the
property of the minors, nor was her father. Held:—There is no presumption that acqu isitions are
made for the benefit of the family jointly. On the death of a Muslim his property devolves on the
heirs in specific shares and they take the estate as tenants-in-common. There is no principle of
representation and the interest of each heir is separate and distinct (q).

Limitations for suit by 0.1 heir for recovery of his share.—As stated above, the heirs succeed to
the estate as tenants-in-common in specific shares. When the heirs continue to hold the estate as
tenants-in-common without dividing it and one of them subsequently brings a suit for recovery of
his share, the period of limitation for the suit does not run against him from the date of the death
of the deceased, but fro:n the date of express ouster or denial of title; in other words, it is art. 144
of Sch. Ito the Limitation Act, 1908 that applies, and not art. 123 (r). in the undermentioncd case,
the Privy Council has held that a suit for administration of the estate of a Mahornedan is governed
asregards immovable property by art. 144 and as regards movables by art 120s).

One of several co-sharers can he in possession and enjoyment of the common property to the
exclusion of the other co-sharers without affecting their interest in the property and unless the
co-sharer in possession does something which operates as an ouster of the interests of the other
co-sharers, the tatter's ri ght cannot be destroyed. An ace from the co-shaivf ts in

(m)Mr. fla/u,nan.v. MdMonzr(1971)A. Pat. 386 	 (1932) 59 l.A.,.74, 54 All. 98, 136 iC. 454. ('32)
(D. B.)	 A.PC.	 Kallangovi  v. Thbhava (1920)44 Born.

(n) Sabura Am:mial v. Ali Mohammad Nac/ilur	 943. 58 IC. '2; Nurdut v. BU t. ', purao (1921) 45 flom.

('70)A.Mad. 411.	 519. 59 I . C. 780, (21) A.B. 56; Rai J	 V. Dcii
(a) Sakina Beguni v. Shzcihar Jjanoo (1935) 10	 Ijiba,'boü (1929) 31 Born. L.R 199, 118 IC. 785,

Luck. 433 at 458, 152 I.C. 42, ('35) A.O. 62. 67	 ('29) A.B. 141; l',fus3w',,naz Jan(, v. Naractng/u Daj
Manni Gir v. ,I,nar)ati (1936) 58 All. 594, 160 I.C. 	 (1930) II Lih. 29, 117 IC. 803,('29) A.L.549; Ma
1030, ('36) A.A. 94.	 Div. Ma Khatoon (1929) 7 Rang. 744, 121 I.C. 785,

(p)Auzir Dot/tin v. Bhaij Nat/i (1894)21 Cal. 311, 	 ('30) A.R. 72; Rusgwn Khan v. Jank, (1929) 51 Alt.

315.	 101,111 I.C. 809(28) A.A. 467;Ahmad Dar v.Aft.

(q) Mai,nun Bivi v. 0. A. Khaja Mohideen (1970) Mukhu. ('51) Al. & K. 21. See also Mo/id Kabba v

I.M.LJ. 266. ('70) A. Mad. 200.	 Md Abdtil!ah ( '63) A.M. 84.

(r) Ghu/wn Mohwmnad V. Ghu/a,n Hus,win	 (s) Maho,nedauly 7'ehaIlv v. Safibai (1940) 67 LA.
406,191 I .C. 113,('40)('40) A.PC. 215.



Ss.41421	 ' SUCCESSION AND ADMINISTRATION 	 27

position. The cumulative effect of circumstances will show that there has been an ouster. There
may not be demand by one co-owner and denial by the other, but any evidence of an unmistakable
indication of intention to hold adversely to others may suffice.

The Public Wakfs Extension of Limitation Act is of a very limited application. It is to be read
as laid down in the statute (1).

Parties to the suit by an heir.— In a suit by an heir for the recovery of his share the co-heirs
are proper parties; but as the interests of the heirs are distinct, the omission to join a co-heir is not
a good reason for dismissing the suit (u). In other words the co-heir is not a necessary party, i.e., a
party in whose absence no decree can be passed. A co-owner suing a trespasser and not joining the
other co-owners can get a decree only for his share in the property. The plea of just lertii is available
to the defendant unless the suit is framed as a representative suit. Ja,naluddin v. Mosque
Mashakganj ('73) A.All. 328

Partial partition :—The doctrine of partial partition is applicable onl y to a Hindu co-parcenary
where the co-parceners are joint in estate, and not to Muslims, who are only tenants-in- common.
Under the Mahomedan law the heirs of a deceased Muslim succeed to a definite fraction of every
part of his estate. Muslim sharers are not obliged to sue for partition of all the properties in which
they are interested. There is nothing to preclude one of them from seeking a partition of some of
the items of the properties (v).

Renunciation or relinquishment need not be expressly stated in the document. It can he
inferred from the conduct of the parties. Ifa Suit for partition in a Mohammedan family is brought
after 12 years and the plaintiff fails to explain his or her inaction, renunciation can be inferred. If
renunciation is pleaded in the document and renunciation is accepted by the parties in that case
he or she must be estopped from claiming partition, as it is a part of family arrangement. Strictly
speaking such renunciation will not forbid her from claiming partition, but in order to maintain
harmony and peace in the family renunciation should be treated as estoppel to the party concerned.
fB.PJha, J.J. Mt. Hashihan v. Ja/anddin 1982 B.L.J.R. 410: (1982) Pat. LJ.R. 463: A.J.R.1982
Pat.226.

The relinquishment of a contingent right of inheritance by a Muslim heir is generally void
under the Mahomedan Law, but if it is supported by consideration and forms part of a valid family
settlement it is valid.

Where the mother claimed a share during the partition among her sons and herself and was
allotted certain properties, a condition that she has to relinquish her share beyond her life time
becomes void, where she has not done so for consideration. She gets the properties absolutely and
could alienate the properties. IG.N. Sabhahit, J. Huchu Sab v. Sahajabi (1983) 1 Karn. U. 170.

Administration suit.— Any heir or creditor of the deceased may bring a suit for the
administration of the estate: he is not bound to bring a suit for partition (w). In an ordinary partition
suit, the Court may, in working Out its preliminary decree, instead of making an actual division of
all the property, give one heir a charge over the share of another for any difference in favour of
the former and any such charge imposed will bind the alienee pendente the from that heir (x).

Interim maintenance:— In a Suit brought by a Mahomedan widow for the administration of
her deceased husband's estate and the payment to her of her 1/8th share the Court can order
interim maintenance (y).

42. Alienation by an heir of his share before payment of debts.— (1) Any
heir may even before distribution of the estate, transfer his own share [see Sec.

and pass a good title to a bona fule transferee for value, notwithstanding
any debts that might be due from the deceased (z) Fills. (a) and (c)].

(i) T. Abdulla/i v. N. Abdul Sa,nad Sahib (1970)11	 396. ('21) A.B. 424;Atorjan Bibi v. SikandarAli ('60)
M.L.J. 510.	 A.Ass. 183. Sec also ,4bdu/ Razack v. Mo/id S/ia/i

(u) Zebaishj Beguni v. Naziradthn K/ian (1935)57 	 (62) A.M. 346.
Alt. 445,152 I.C. 1008, ('35) A.A. 110.	 (x) K/iawn Bibi v. Abdul Wa/lb Sahib (1939)

(t') Khazir B/ia: v. .,Ih,nod Dar ('60) A.J. & }( 57;	 M.W.N. 346,184 I.C. 778,('39) A.M. 306.
Mo/id Abdu/lah v. Mohd Ra/i,nan (64) A.M. 234	 (y) Bahadurkiianji v. &gum Mehntnni&ca ('55) A.
(See sec. 49.)	 Sau. 72.

(w) Essafoltyv.Abdcali (1921)45 l3orn. 75,59 I.C. 	 (z) Bazaei Hossein v. Dooli ('hund (1878) 5 I.A.
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The transfer must be one for value, that is, for a consideration, e.g., a sale or a mortgage, as
d istinguished from a gift. If partition has not been effected the heir can only sell his undivided share
and cannot sell a particular plot (a).

The property of a common ancestor on his death devolves in well-defined shares upon his
heirs. The presence of minor among the heirs does not bar the major heirs from transferring their
share. Imambandi v. Mutsaddi 45 I.A. 73 applied. (One l-labibullah entered into an agreement to
sell property to defendant No. 1, but before receipt of consideration and execution of the sale-deed
he died. The heirs served notices on defendant No. I to complete the transaction (b).

(2) A sale of the share of an heir in execution of a decree passed against him
at the suit of his creditor amounts to a "transfer" within the meaning of sub-sec.
(1), and will pass a good title to the put chaser in execution [ill. (b)].

(3) If the share transferred by an heir is a share in immovable property
forming part of the estate of the deceased, and the transfer is made during the

pendency of a suit by the widow of the deceased for her dower, in which a decree
is passed creating a charge on the estate for the dower debt, the transferee will
take the share of the heir subject to the charge (c), but if the widow's decree is
a simple money decree the transferee will not be affected (d) [ill. (d)]. Where
a charge is created in favour of an heir in an administration suit on the share of
another heir and the latter transfers his share pendente lite, the transferee will
take the share subject to the charge (e). See Transfer of Property Act, 1882,
sec. 52, and sec. 295 below.

Illustrations

(a) A Mahomedan dies leaving several heirs. After his death the whole body of heirs sell the

whole of his estate without paying his debts. After the sale, a creditor of the deceased obtains a
decree against the heirs for his debt, and applies for execution of the decree by an attachment and
sale of the property in the hands of the purchaser. 1-Ic is not entitled to do so. The reason is that a
creditor of a deceased Mahomedan cannot follow his estate into the hands of a bonafide purchaser

for value: Land Mortgage Bank v. Bidyadhari (1880)7 Cal. L. R. 460 (with [acts somewhat altered).

(b) A Mahomedan dies leaving two sisters as his only heirs. After his death, C a creditor of
the deceased, obtains a decree against the sisters for his debt. Subsequently a creditor of the sisters

obtains a decree against them for his debt, and the property of the deceased come to their hands
is sold in execution of his decree to P. In this case C is not entitled to attach the property in the

hands of P in execution of his decree. Wahidunnissa v. Shubrattwi (1870) 6 Beng. L. R. 54 (with

facts slightly altered).
Note.— In the case in ill. (a), the sale was by private treaty. In the case in ill. (b), it was in

execution of a decree. Both these sales stand on the same footing. In both the cases the purchaser
was a bona fide purchaser for value.

(c) A Mahomedan dies leaving a widow and a son. A large sum of money is due to the widow
for her dower. [Dower is a debt, and the widow is to that extent a creditor of the estate of her
deceased husband- She is not, however, a secured creditor (S. 295)]. The son mortgages his share
in the estate to M, without paying the dower debt. After the mortgage, the widow obtains a decree
against the son, who is in possession of the whole estate for the dower debt, and attaches the son's
share in execution of the decree. The mortgagee then obtains a decree against the son on the
mortgage for sale of the sons share mortgaged to him. The share is sold in execution of the decree,

6. Beng. L.R. 54; Land Mortgage Bank v. Bidyadhari 	 I.A. 211,223-224,4 Cal. 402.
(1880)7 Cal. L.R. 460; Kharun Bibi v. Abdul Wahab	 (d) B/iota Nash v. Maqbul-un-NissO (1903)26 All.

Sahib (1939) M.W.N. 346, 184 I.C. 778. ('39) A.M. 	 28; Abdul Ralunan v. !nayati Bibi ('31) A.O. 63,130

306; Hasan Bokiiari v. VenkaXta 55) A. And h. 87. 	 I.C. 113; Jlasan Bokhari v. Venkja ('55) A. Andh.

(a) MwssabA!i V. ML Nab&unnissa (1934)150 I.C. 87, (1957) Andh. W.R. 638.
443,( -34) A.A. 702.	 (e) Jc'Jiazun Bibi v. Abdul Wahab Sahib (1939)

(b) Bhimadev Taria v. Radhakrishna ,igarwalla 	 M.W.N. 346,194 I.C. 778, ('39) A.M- 306.

(68) A. On. 230.
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and purchased by P. The mortgage having been made before the attachment, P. is entitled to
recover the son's share free from the attachment: Bazayet Hossein v. Dooli Chund (1878) 5 LA-
211, 4 Cal. 402.

Note.— In the cases in ills. (a) and (b), the sale was by all the heirs of their shares. In the case
in ill. (C), the sale is only by one of the heirs.

(d) A Mahomedan died leaving three widows and a son. He left considerable property both
movable and immovable. After his death, the widows brought a suit against the son, who was in
possession of the whole estate, for an administration of the estate of the deceased, and for payment
of the dower debt out of the estate. A decree was passed in the suit directing the son to render an
account of the properties of the deceased come to his hands, and providing for payment of the
dower out of the properties. (This was not a simple money decree, but a decree creating a charge on
the properties for the dower debt.) The widows then applied for execution of the decree. Pending

er.ecution (which is the same thing as pending the suit), the son mortgaged his share to M. M. sued
the son on the mortgage, and obtained a decree for sale of the share mortgaged to him. The share
was sold in execution of the decree to P, who purchased with notice of the decree. Upon these facts
the Privy Council held that P took the share subject to the decree in favour of the widows: Mahomed
Wajid v. Bazayet Hossein (1878) 5 I.A. 211, 223-224,4 Cal. 402.

Note.— If the mortgage had been effected before the suit, it would not have been affected Dy

the decree: Bazayet Hossein v. Dooli Chund (1878) ,5 I. A. 211, 4. Cal. 402.

43. Extent of liability of heirs for debts.— Each heir is liable for the debts
of the deceased to the extent only of a share of the debts proportionate to his
share of the estate (J).

[A Mahomedan, who is indebted to  in the sum of Rs. 3,200, dies leaving a widow, a son and
two daughters. The heirs divide the estate without paying the debt, the widow taking 1/8, the son
taking 7/16, and each daughter 7/32. C then sues the widow and the son for the whole 01 the debt
due to him from the deceased. The widow is liable to pay only (1/8 x 3,200) = Rs. 400, and the son
(7/16 x 3,200) = Rs. 1,400; they are not liable for the whole debt: Pirthi Pal Singh v. !Iusaini Jan
(1882) 4 All. 361.].

A co-heir who is not a guardian of a minor; has no power to alienate the minor's share in the
property even to pay the debts of the deceased from whom they inherit. This is so even if there be
a decree against the minor and the alienation is done to discharge the decree. The transaction is
void and not merely voidable. Patel Parshot:amdas Narasihbhai v. Bai Dhabu ('73) A. Guj. 88.

This section should be read subject to section 46 infra.

44. Distribution of estate.— Since the estate devolves on the heirs at the
moment of the death of the deceased, they are at liberty to divide it at any time
after the death of the deceased. The distribution is not liable to be suspended
until payment of the debts.

Where some of the co-sharers have paid the debts of the deceased, allowance should be made
in regard to these payments at the time of partition. Sk Aftab Husain v. Sm:. Tayebba I3egum ('73)
A. All. 54.

It was stated in two Allahabad cases (g), and also in a Calcutta case (It), relying on somc
passages in the Heddya that the estate could not be distributed, if it was insolvent. In a later
Allahabad case (i), however, Mahmood, J., observed that the translation of the said passage was
only a loose paraphrase of the original Arabic, and expressed the opinion that the estate may be
distributed even if it is insolvent.

(fl Pirthi Pal Singh v. Husaini Jan (1882)4 All. 361; Imperial Bank, Gaya v. Rit'i Sayeedan (60) A.P. 131
Ambas.hankar v. Sayad Ali (1894) 19 Born. 273; (g)HamirSimV.Zakia(1875)1 All. S7,S9(F)
Basswueram v.Kamaluddin (1885) 11 Cal. 421,428; Pirthi Pal Sing/i v.Hussains Jan (1882)4 All. 361,366.
Abbas Naskar v. Chairman, District Board, 24- 	 (It) Bassuntera,n v. Kamatuddin (1885) 11 Cal.
Parganas (1932)59 Cal. 691,141. I.C.871, ('33) A.C.	 421,428.
81; Ramcharan v. Hanifa Khatun (1932) 54 All. 796, 	 (1) Jafri Begum v. Amir Muhammad (1885) 7 All.
138 I.C. 746, ('32) A.A. 591; Ha/am Reh,nan V. 822 838.
Mohammad Mahmud Hasan ('57) A.P. 559;
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45. Suit by creditor against executor or administrator.— If the estate is
represented by an executor or administrator, a suit by a creditor of the deceased
should be instituted against the executor or administrator, as the case may be.

46. Suit by creditor against heirs.—If there be no executor or
administrator, the creditor may proceed against the heirs of the deceased, and
where the estate of the deceased has not been distributed between the heirs,
he is entitled to execute the decree against the property as a whole without
regard to the extent of the liability of the heirs inter se (J)

There is, however, a conflict of opinion as to whether a decree obtained by a creditor against
some of the heirs of the deceased is binding on the other heirs.

According to the decisions of the High Court of Calcutta, any creditor of the deceased may
sue any one of the heirs who is in possession of the whole or any pan of the estate, without joining
the other heirs as defendants, to recover the entire debt, and the Court may in such a Suit pass a
decree for the sale, not only of the share of that particular heir in the estate, but of all the assets of
the deceased that are in his possession. Where such a decree is passed, and a sale is effected in
execution of the decree, the sale will pass to the purchaser not only the interest of that particular
heir in the property, but the interests of the other heirs also (including minors) thought they were
not parties to the Suit (k), unless the decree was obtained by fraud, or was taken by consent (1) [ills.
(a) and (b)). These decisions proceed on the view that the proper principle was to treat the creditors'
suit as an administration suit and as such an heir in possession is bound to account for any assets
that may have come into his hands and to that extent he is liable to pay the creditors before the
residue, if any, is divided among the heirs. In a later case, however, the same High Court held that
the above decisions could not apply if the heir who was sued was in possession of the estate on
behalf of the other heirs, i.e., was in possession of more than his share of the inheritance, but not
if he only held his own share of the inheritance (,n).

The I I igh Court of Bombay in some cases (n) took the same view as the Calcutta High Court
did in its earlier decision, though on different grounds, but with this difference that a decree against
an heir in possession bound the other heirs only if he was in possession of the whole estate [ills. (c)
and (d)]. But this view has been disapproved in later cases, and it has been held that a sale in
execution of a decree passed against an heir in possession in a creditor's suit does not pass to the
purchaser the interest of those heirs in the estate who were not parties to the suit even if the heir
against whom the decree was passed was in possession of the whole estate (o) [ill. (c)]. This
coincides with the view taken by the High Court of Allahabad.

In Pcthwnmabi v. Vittil (p), the High Court of Madras followed the earlier rulings of the
Bombay High Court, but this decision was subsequently dissented from if not expressly overruled
by a Full Bench in Abdul Majeeth v. Krishnamachariar (q), adopting the view taken by the
Ailahabod High Court.

According to the rulings of the Allahabad High Court, a decree relative to his debts passed  in
a contentious or non-contentious suit against such heirs only of a deceased Mahomedan debtor as
are in possession of the whole or part of his estate, binds each defendant to the extent of his share
in the estate (r), but it does not bind the other heirs who, by reason of absence or any other cause,

	

01 Ma.''*.raj Maniwn v. Muhamad flash/rn (1941) 	 (o) Rhogirthibal v. Roshanbi (1919) 43 BomTT,
194 T.C. 727,('41) A.C. 245. 	 51 I.C. 18. dissenting from 12 Born. 101 and 20 Born.

	

(k) Mu:.yj'n V. Ahmad Ally (1882) 8 Cal. 370;	 338, supra Shahasaheb v. Sada.shiv (1919) 43 Born.
Arnir Did/in v. Baij Nath (1894) 21 Cal. 311.	 575.581,51 I.C. 223 [rnorlgagcsuilj, dissenting from

	

(I) Assapnazhe,n v. Roy Lwchineepui Singh (1878) 	 (1915) 39 Born. 729,31 I.C. 180, supra La/a Miya v.
4 Cal. 142,155.	 Manubibi (1923)47 Born. 712,73 I.C. 24, ('23) All

	

(rn) Abbe, Naskar v. Chairntan Dtsr,ic, Boor4 24	 411; Veerbhod.rappa S/ti/want v. Shrkabai (1939)

	

Paranas(1932)59 Cat. 691,141 I.C. 871, ('33)A.C. 	 Born. 232.41 Born. L.R. 249,182 I.C. 539. ('39) A.B.
81.	 188.

	

(n) Kfturshegbibj v. Keso Vinayek (1887) 12 Born.	 (p) (1902)26 Mad. 734, 738.

	

101; Dcwa/a'a v. fJhi#naji (1895) 20 Born. 33,	 (q) (1917)40 Mad. 243, 255, 257,40 LC 210.
	followed in l/irc hand v. Kondu (1915) 39 Born. 29,	 (r) Do/lu Ma! v. Hart Dos (1901)23 All. 263, 265.

31 I.C. 180 [mortgage-decree).
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are out of possession, so as to convey to the purchaser, in execution of such a decree, the interests
of such heirs aS were not parties to the decree. This is because under Mahomedan law each heir
inherits a separate and definite share and as he has no interest in the share inherited by another
heir he cannot be said to represent the estate that has devolved upon the other heirs (s). But if
they sue for a declaration that the sale is not binding on them, and it is proved that the debts have
been paid out of the proceeds of the sale, they ought to be put on terms as a matter of equity, and
required to pay their proportionate share of the debt before they are granted the declaration sued
for () fills. (f) and (g)).

The High Court of Nagpur (u) and the Chief Court of Oudh (v) took the same view as that
taken by the Allahabad High Court. The Lahore decisions were not consistent; ore Judge of thai
High Court agreed with the Calcutta view (w), while another followed the later Bombay
decisions(x). The Hyderabad High Court in the case of MOM. Sulaiman v. Mohd. Ismail (y)
followed the Calcutta view.

However the Supreme Court has recently attempted to resolve this conthet in the manner
described below.

In the Ailahabad case of JafriBegum v.AnurMohanimadKhan, Mahrnood, 3.. had observed
that "upon the death of a Mahomedan owner, his property ... immediatel y devolves upon his heirs
in specific shares, and if there are any claims against the estate, and they are litigate1, the matter
passes into the region of procedure and must be regulated according to the law which governs the
action of the Court". The learned Judge therefore went on to hold that though in certain
circumstances under the rules of the Mahomedan law of procedure, a decree cculd be binding on
an absent heir, such rules did not apply in India; and that in accordance with the prr.cples which
governed the procedure in Indian courts, a decree obtained by a creditor would be ineffective as
regards the share of those who were not parties to the litigation.

The observation quoted above was cited with approval by the Privy Cotinci in its judgment
in the case of Mohd. Kazi,n Ali Khan v. Sadiq Ali K/ian (y) and the principle embodied in it has
also been approved by the Supreme Court in its recent judgment in the appeal from the Hyderabad
case of Mohd Sidaiman v. Mohd. Ismail (z). However, the Supreme Court has now held that
though ordinarily the court does not regard a decree binding on a person who is not iropleaded ea
nomine in an action, there are certain recognized exceptions to this rule: and one .f these is that
where certain persons are impleaded after diligent and bonafide erquiiy in the genuine belief that
they are the only persons interested in the estate, the whole estate of the decca'cd will be duly
represented by the persons who are brought on the record or impleaded, and the decree will be
binding on the entire estate. But this rule will not apply to cases where there has been fraud or
collusion between the creditor and the heir impleaded or where there are other circumstances
which indicate that there has not been a fair or real trial, or that the absent heir had a special defence
which was not and coukl not be tried in the earlier pioceedng. lilt. (i)1.

It roay be nieo h.re that with regard to the view taken in Or. c:rler Calcutta cases, the
.uprcoe Court also ob s erved a) that ihougn a suit by a creainoi may ir .porcprite cases, where
the procedure l)rescred i ' that behai ..s followed, be treated as an rninis(ration action, every
action iostitutO hr a creditor of a deceased dcIoi to reconr a debt clue out of hi. estate in the
hands of some ni all the heirs cannot be 1ejarded as an ad,nirti. i ration action.

(NB. See the Preface to the 1601 Fdiion.
7iiiW. ,4,r.ar Jan 1 6)1c5717L

I.C. 1030, ('36) A.A. 94.	 62, 67: Fum krh.vnI-.ar Nath Oopi Nath V. Hathnii
(:) Jaffi lkwn v. Amir MuhanvnadKhon (1885) Regain (1949) 23 Luck. 3, ('49) A.O. 56.

7 A]!. 822; MuhammodAwais v. liar Sahai (1885) 7 	 ('*) Mt. AnirBegum v. Dr. Ah.'nad Mal Din ('35)
Alt. 716; Hami, Singh v.Zakia (1875)1 All. 57. See 	 AL. 273.
also MahomadAlladad v. Muhcunmcd ls,nail (1883)	 (a) Ba/ak Ram v. incyat Begum (1935) 160 I.C.
10 All. 239; and Chandu La! v. Khatcmwicessa	 217. ('35) A.L 940.
(1942)2 Cal. 299,205 I.C. 344, ('43) A.C. 76 	 (y) (193.3)65 l.A. 219; ('38) APC. 169.

(u)Suleman v. Abdul Shakoor (1939) N.L.J. 577, 	 (z) Mohi Sulairnan V. MoluL fsmai! and Ors.
188 I.C. 292,('40) A.N. 99; Laxininarayan v. Sadatali 	 (1966)1 S.C.R. 937. Follcing Dmia Ram v. Shyam
(1944) Nag. 97,212 I.C. 161, ('44) AN. 99.	 Sunda,'i ('65) A.S.C. 1049.	 -

(v)Amir Jahan v. Khad.im Husain ('31) AO, 253, 	 a) At p. 944.
132 I.C. 75. See also Saidna Begum vS/ia/ia, Banoo



32	 MAI-JOMEDAN LAW	 (S.46

Illustrations
(a) A Mahornedan dies leaving a widow, a daughter, and two sisters. After his death a suit is

brought by a cieditor of the deceased against the widow and the daughter who alone are in
possession of the whole estate, and a decree is passed "against the assets or' the deceased. The
decree and the sale in execution of the property left by the deceased are binding on the sisters
though they were not parties to the suit: Musryjan v. Ahmed Ally (1882) 8 Cal. 370. See note to
ill. (b) below.

(b) A Mahomedan dies leaving a widow and other heirs. A suit is brought by a creditor of the
deceased against the widow alone who is in possession ofpart of the estate. The other heirs are not
necessary parties, and the creditor is entitled to a decree not only against the share of the widow
in the estate, but the entire assets which have come into her hands and which have not been applied
in the discharge of the liabilities to which the estate may be subject at her husband's death: Amfr
Duihin v. Baif Nat/i (1894) 21 Cal. 311.

Note— As to the cases cited in ills. (a) and (b), it was pointed out by the High Court of Calcutta
that the defendants in those cases were in possession of the estate on behalf of all the heirs;
otherwise the only decree that the creditor would be entitled to would be a decree for a
proportionate share of the debt: Abbas Naskar v. Chairman, District Board, 24-Parganas (1932)
59 Cal. 691, 141 I.C. 871, ('33) A.C. 81.

(c) A Mahomedan woman, Khatiza, dies leaving a minor son and a daughter. After her death
a suit is brought by a creditor of the deceased "against K1,atiza, deceased, represented by her minor
son represented by his guardian" (b), and a decree is passed in that form. The deceased was entitled
to a share in a K/tori Vatan and "the right, title, and interest of Khatiza" in that share is sold in
execution of the decree. The purchaser acquires a title unimpeachable by the daughter, though
she was not a party to the suit or to the subsequent proceedings in execution: Khurshet Ilibi v. Keso
Vuiayak (1887)12 Born. 101 (C). [No reference was made in the judgment to the Calcutta cases
cited above nor to the Allahabad cases cited in ill. (f)].

(d) A Mahomedan dies leaving a widow, a minor son, and two daughters. After his death a
suit is brought by a mortgagee from the deceased against the son as represented by his guardian
and mother, claiming possession of the land mortgaged to him as owner under a gahan Ia/ian clause
in the mortgage. The widow is in possession of the estate and a decree ex-parte is passed directing
her to deliver possession of the Land to the mortgagee, and he is accordingly put in possession. The
decree binds the daughters though they were not parties to the suit, and they are not entitled to
redeem the mortgage as against the mortgagee or a purchaser from him: Davalava v. Bhimaji
(1895) 20 Born. 238.

(e) A Mahomedan dies leaving a widow and a daughter. After his death C, a creditor of the
deceased, sues the widow for the recovery of a debt due to him and a decree is passed in his favour
for Rs. 327 to be recovered out of the estate of the deceased. In execution of the decree, the right,
title and interest of the deceased in a house is sold and it is purchased byP. The daughter, who was
not a party to the suit, subsequently sues P to recover by partition her share in the house. Held,
disapproving the eases cited in ills. (C) and (d), that the daughter, not being a party to C's suit, was
not bound by the decree passed in the Suit, and that the sale did not pass her interest in the house
to P, and that she was er.itled to recover her sha;e in the house: Rhogirihiow v. Rochanbi (1919)
43 Born. 412, 51 I.C. 18. [In this case the widow against whom the decree was obtained was in
possession of the whole house; see p.427 of the report, lines 27-22].

(1) A creditor of a deceased Mahornedan obtains a decree upon a hypothecation bond "for
recovery of his debt by enforcement of lien" against one of the heirs of the deceased in possession
of the estate. The whole estate is sold in execution of the decree, and it is purchased by the
decree-holder. Subsequently another heir of the deceased, who was not a party to these
proceedings, sues the decree-holder as purchaser for recovery of his share in the estate. According

	

(b) This form of suit, which was at one time	 85 I.C. 464. ('24) Al. 109.

	

common in the Mofussil of Bombay, has been	 (c) Note that in this case "no part of theKho:i was

	

disapproved of by the Bombay High Court. See	 in actual possession of either of the heirs of the
Rampratab V. Gavühankar (1923) 25 Bom. L.R. 7, deceased."
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to the Ailahabad High Court, he is entitled to possession of his share on payment of his
proportionate share of the debts, if the sale proceeds were applied in payment of the debt:
Muhammad Awass v. Har Sahai (1885) 7 An. 716, following Jafri Begam v. A,nir Muhammad

(1885) 7 All. 822.
(g) A creditor of a deceased Mahomedan obtains a money decree agaist an heir of the

deceased in possession of the estate, and attaches certain immovable property firming part of the
estate in execution of the decree. The value of the immovable property exceeds the share of the
defendant. According to the Aliahabad high Court, the defendant is entitled to object to the
attachment and sale of the righ t and interest of the other heirs who were not patties to the-suit,
upon the ground that as regards them he is in possession of the property as trustee: Dallu Ma! v.

Hari Das(1901)23 All. 263.
(h) A creditor of a deceased Mahomedan filed a suit against his widow, without making his

daughters parties to the suit. He obtained a decree and attached an immovable property which
was in the joint possession of the widow and the two daughters. The daughters tiled a suit for a
declaration that the decree was not binding on their shares. It was held that the decree was not
binding.on their shares, and as there was no sale of the property, they could not be called upon to
pay the proportionate share of the debt of the deceased before the grant of the declaration: Firm

Bzshambhar Nash Gopi Nath v. Ha.shim Begam (1947) 23 Luck. 3, ('49) AO. 56

(i) M, Kand L mortgaged certain immovable properties in favour of R. A few years later, after

lvi had died. R commenced an action for enforcement of the mortgage against J( L and three

widows and a daughter of M. In execution of the decree passed in the action the properties were
- sold at a Court auction and purchased by R, who then transferred them to others. Therea fter, the

plaintiff, claiming that he was the son of M, sued for a decree for partition of the mortgaged
properties "by metes and bounds" and in the alternative for a declaration that he was entitled to
redeem the mortgage or a portion thereof equal to his share in the mortgaged properties. The
plaintiff's suit was resisted by R and the other alienees of the properties mainly on the ground that
the decree obtained by R was binding on the plaintiff as the estate of M was fully represented in
the suit by those whowere in possession at the time; and that R had made full and honafide enquiry

and had learnt that the three widows and the daughter of M were the only surviving members of
the latter's family. It was held that the plaintiff was bound by the decree of 1940 as the estate of M

was fully represented in the Suit: Muhd. Sulaiman v. Mo/id. Ismail (1966) 1 S.C.R. 937. See the

Preface to the 16th Edition).
47. Alienation by one of several heirs for payment of debts.— One of

several heirs of the deceased Mahomedan, though he may be in possession of
the whole estate of the deceased, has no power to alienate the shares of his
co-heirs, not even for the purpose of discharging the debts of the deceased. if
he sells or mortgages any property in his possession forming part of the estate
of the deceased, though it may be for payment of the debts of the deceased,
such sale or mortgage operates as a transfer only of his interest in the property.
It is not binding on the other heirs or the other creditors of the deceased (d).
The transferor, of course, is, in his turn, entitled to obtain contribution from his
co-heirs.

It has been so held by a Full Bench of the Madras High Court overruling Pathunvnabi V.

t'itsil (e), an earlier decision of the same High Court, and dissenting from the Allahabad decision
in Hasan Ali v. Mehdi Husain (f) . The Madras Full Bench decision has been followed by the

(d) Abdul Majeeth v. Kñshnamachanat (1917) 40 A.R. 107. See Guiwn Gosev.Skriram (1919) 43

Mad. 243,40 I.C. 210 (F.B.) Sulcurv.Asmat (1923) Born. 487,51 I.C. 79 (sale of equity of redemption

50 Cal. 978,79 I.C. 491. ('24) A.C. 384; Phut Chand by one f the heirs—suit for redemption by other

v. Mantia (1938) AU. 167,174 I.C. 651, ('38) A.A. heirs-4i . mitation) Jan MOhan?mad v. Kami Cltand

182; Ms. Zubida BibS v. Ms. Zenab Bibi (1942) 199 (1947) Lah. 399,49 Born. L.R. 577, ('47) A.PC. 99.

I.C. 604, ('42) A.L 65; Ramachandra'j ya v. Abdul	 (e) (1902)26 Mad. 734.
Kadar ('48) AM. 37, dissenting from VM.R.V	 (f)(1877)IM.533.
Chiettiar Firm v.Asha BibS (1929)118 I.C. 407,(-29)
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Bombay High Court (g) and approved by the Privy Council (h). In the undermentioned case, a
singic Judge of the Lahore High Court has held that if an heir who is in possession of the property
seeks a declaration that the aienarion effected in respect of that property without joining him in
the transaction is illegal, he cannot be called upon to pay a proportionate share of the debts of the
deceased as a condition precedent to the suit being decreed (i).

As to ostensible ownership, see Mubarak-un-Nissa v. Muhammad j), a case under section 41
of the Transfer of Property Act, 1882.

48. Recovery through Court of debts due to the deceased.—. No Court shall
pass a decree against a debtor of a deceased Mahomedan for payment of his
debts to a person claiming on succession to be entitled to the effects of the
deceased or to any part thereof, or proceed upon an application of a person
claiming to be so entitled, to execute against such a debtor a decree or order for
the payment of his debt, except on the production, by the person so claiming,
of a probate or letters of administration evidencing the grant to him of
administration to the estate of the deceased, or a certificate granted under sec.
31 or sec. 32 of the Administrator-General's Act, 1913, and having The debt
mentioned therein, or a succession certificate granted under Part X of the
Indian Succession Act, 1925, and having the debt specified therein, or a
certificate granted under the Succession Certificate Act, 1889. or a certificate
granted under Bombay Regulation VIII of 1827, and, if granted after the first
day of May, 1889, having the debt specified therein.

&p!anation.— The word "debt" in this section includes any debt except
rent, revenue or profits payable in respect of land used for agricultural purposes.

The section reproduces the provisions of sec. 214 of the Indian Succession Act, 1925.
Probateano Letters ofAdi'ninistration.— It is not necessary in the case of a Mahomedan will

that the executor should obtain probate of the will to establish his right as such in a Court of Justice
[Indian Succession Act, 1925, sec. 213(2)] (k). Nor is it necessary, where a Mahomedan has died
intestate that his heirs should obtain letters of administration to establish their right to any part of
the property of the deceased in a Court of Justice [Indian Succession Act, 1925, sec. 212(2)]. But
where a suit is brought to recover a debt due to the deceased, the Court shall not pass a decree
except on production of probate or of letters of administration or a certificate.

Recove,y of debts through Court.— It must be observed that the rule laid down in the present
section applies only where a debt due to the deceased is sought to be recovered through a Court.
A debtor of a deceased person may pay his debt to the executor, though he may not have obtained
probate, or, where he has died intestate, to his heirs even if they had not taken out letters of
administration or a certificate and such payment will operate as a discharge to the debtor. But
payment of a debt by a debtor to one of several heirs does not discharge the debt as to all (I).

It may also he noted that where a debt is sought to be recovered by legal proceedings, it is not
necessary that the plaintiff should have obtained either probate or letters of administration or a
certificate before the date of the institution of the suit. It is enough if he produces the grant before
the passing of the decree (in).

Debt.— A suit by one member of a family to recover his share of the family property from the
other members is not a suit to recover a "debt" (it). A suit asking for a personal decree against the

(g)Aliso.heb v. Sesho Govind (1931) 33 Born. L.R. 	 (1) Pashummabi v. Vial! (1902) 26 Mad. 734, 739.
1238, 135 I.C. 489,('31) A.B. 545.	 C. Sijararn v. Shridhar (1903)27 Born. 292. See also

(h) Jan Mahornmcd v. Jc'ar,n Chand (1947) Lah. Ahinsa Bihiv. Abdul Kod.cr (1901)25 Mad. 26, 39.
399,49 Born. L.R. 577, ('47) A.PC. 99. 	 (Pu) Chandra Xis/tore v. Prasanna Kwnaii (1910)

(I) ML Zubida Bibi v. Ms. Zenab Bibi (1942) 199	 38 Cal. 327, 38 I.A. 7,9 I.C. 122: Vcerbhadwppa v.
I.C. 604. ('42) A.L. 65. 	 Shekabaj (1939) Born. 232, 41 Born. L. R. 249, 182

(j)(1924)46 All. 377, 79 I.C. 174, ('24) A.A 384.	 I.C. 539, ('39) A.B. 188.
(k) Venkata Si4bamina v. Rainava (1932) 59 LA.	 n)ShaikMoosa V. S/talk Essa(I&4) 8 Born. 241,

112,55 Mad. 443,136 I.C. 11 1. (32) A.PC. 92; S/ta/k	 255.
Moosa v. S/ta ik Essa (1884)8 Born. 241, 255.
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mortgagor in respect of a mortgage is a suit for a "debt." But there is a conflict of opinion as to
whether a suit for sale of the mortgaged property is a suit fora "debt." The High Court of Allahabad
has held that it is (0). The High Courts of Calcutta (p), Bombay (q), and Madras (r) have held that

it is not.
49. Alienation by co-sharer before partition.— Where one of two or more

co-sharers mortgages his undivided share in some of the properties held jointly

by them, the mortgagee takes the security subject to the right of the other

co-sharers to enforce a partition and thereby to convert what was an undivided
share of the whole into a defined portion held in severalty. If the mortgage,

therefore, is followed by a partition, and the mortgaged properties are allotted

to the other co-sharers, they take those properties in the absence of fraud, free

from the mortgage, and the mortgagee can proceed only against the properties
allotted to the mortgagor in substitution of his undivided share (s).

The Chief Court of Sind has held that a co-sharer may file a Suit for partial partition. Where
a co-sharer alienates a part only of the property without authority from the other co-sharers, the
purchaser is not entitled to adjustment of equities in respect of other properties held in
co-ownership, which have not been alienated to the purchaser. If, however, a co-sharer, who has
alienated specific property without the consent of the other co-sharers, files a suit for general
partition, the question of adjustment of equities between the purchaser and the co-sharers may
arise, but a purchaser cannot compel the co-sharer, who had alienated specific property, to file a
Suit for general partition (I). This may be explained as follows. A, B and C are co-sharers of

properties X, Y and Z. A without the consent of B and C, alienates property X B and C may ask

for the partition of property X only. They are not bound to ask for partition of properties X Yand

Z. If only property Xis being partitioned, the purchaser will get only the share ofA in the property.
If, however, there is a suit for the partition of all the properties, the Court may allot propertyXto
A's share, if this is equitable to the other co-sharers. The purchaser cannot compel  to file a suit
for properticsX Yand Z, as the purchaser has no legal interest in properties Yand Z.

However, a Single Bench of the Madhya Pradesh High Court has held that when a co-owner
has the right of claiming general partition of all the properties, the same right ought not to be denied
to an alienee of the specific item of property from some of the co-owners. The aliene p obtains a
personal right which he is equitably entitled to enforce against the share Of his vendors which can
only be done by a general partition of the entire property (u).

SO. Enactment relating to administration.— In matters not hereinbefore

specifically mentioned, the administration of the estate of a deceased

Mahomedan is governed by the provisions of the following Acts to the extent

to which they are applicable to the case of Mahomedans, namely:—

(1) The Indian Succession Act, 1925;
(2) The Administrator-General's Act, 1913; and

(3) Bombay Regulation VIII of 1827.
Such of the provisions of the Administrator-General's Act as apply to MahomedanS come

into operation when a Mahomedan dies leaving assets within the local limits of the ordinary original
civil jurisdiction of the High Court of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay. In such a case, the Court may,
upon the application of any person interested in the assets, direct the Administrator-General to
apply for letters of administration of the effects of the deceased, if the application Satisfies the Court
that such grant is necessary for the protection of the assets (see sec. 10 of the Act, and also
section 13).

(o)Fatch Chandv.Muhammad (1894) 16 All. 259. (1932) 59 I.A. 405, ('32) A.PC. 235.
(p)Mahomed Yusufv.AbdurRahin (1900)26 Cal.	 (:) Ghwnan,na1LakJ wi v. Faiz Muhammad Hal!

839.	 11 
Khan ( 148) A.S. 83.

(q)Nanchand v. Yenawa (1904)28 Born. 630.	 (u)AbdulRahamaflV. HamidAli ('59) A.M.P. 190,

(r) Palaniyandiv. Veeranunal (1905)29 Mad. 77.	 relyingonPak1dñKaflfliv.M1io0tS0hth ('24)A.M.

(s) Maizammad Afro! Khan V. Abdul Rahman 124.



CHAPTER VI

INHERITANCE - GENERAL RULES

51. Heritable property.— There is no distinction in the Mahomedan law of
inheritance between movable and immovable property or between ancestral
and self-acquired property.

There is no such thing as a joint Mahomedan family nor does the law recognize a tenancy in
common in a Mahomedan family (a). In a Mahomedan family there is a presumption that the cash
and household furniture belong to the husband (b).

In Sahul Hamid v. Suit/tan it was held by Rajmannar J. (as he then was): "The Mahomedan
Law does not recognise a joint family as a legal entity. In fact according to the rules of Mahomedan
Law of Succession, heirship does not necessarily go with membership of the family. There are
several males and females who have no interest in the heritage but may be members of the family.
On the other hand there are several heirs like, for example, married daughters of a deceased male
owner who take an interest in the estate but are no part of the family." Sahul Hamid v. Sulihan
('47) A. Mad. 287. See also Maimoona Bivi y. D.A. Khaja Mohinuddin ('70) A. Mad. 200.

However, if a custom of the family establishing joint holding as is common among Hindus is
proved, it will be given effect. Additions to the joint estate by the managing member of a
Mahomedart family will be presumed to have been made from the joint estate and will be for the
benefit of all the members. But acquisition of property not attributable to the family assets will not
be for the family.

However, if all the members of the family live in commensality and are in joint possession of
family properties, it will be for the person claiming property as his own to show that the source of
the property was his own. Mohammad Ibrahim v. Mohammad Abubakker ('76) A. Mad. 84.

The personal law of Muslims does not recognise a system of joint holding as is common
amongst Hindus. There may be cases, however, where a custom may be setup in the matter of the
holding of such properties by some of the members of a Muslim family, whereby it could be
established that such possession and title in some of the members is customarily to be interpreted
and understood as possession on behalf of all the members.

Acquisition of property independently by a member cannot automatically be said to be for
the benefit of the family. If there is conclusive evidence that a member of the Muslim family, who
acquired such properties gained an advantage to himself and caused prejudice to others and if such
acquisition is traceable to surplus family assets or funds from and out of which the property could
have been purchased, then matters would be different. Again it is also necessary to prove that the
members were living jointly and enjoying the property jointly and in common.

Mohammed Ibrahim v. SyedMohainmadAbubakkerA.l.R. 1976 Mad. 84 L.W. 43. in Mohd.
Ismail v. Khadirsa Rowiher A.L R. (1983) Mad. 123.

"It was stated that where some of the members of the Muslim joint family who were in
possession of certain property made subsequent acquisitions, additional acquisitions would belong
to all the members of the joint family in view of section 90 unless and until it is proved that the
subsequent acquisitions were made by members in possession out of their independent income.
In this view there is no necessity for other co-owners whatever to show that the income from the
family properties yielded a surplus so as to enable the co-owners in possession to purchase the
subsequent additional property".

Renunciation or relinquishment need not be expressly stated in. the document. It can be
inferred from the conduct of the parties. If a suit for partition in a Mohamedan family is brought
after 12 years and the plaintiff fails to explain his or her inaction, renunciation can be inferred. If
renunciation is pleaded in the document and renunciation is accepted by the parties in that case,
be or she must be estopped from claiming partition, as it is a part of family arrangement. Strictly
speaking such renunciation will not forbid her from claiming partition, but in order to maintain
harmony and peace in the family renunciation should be treated as estoppel to the party concerned.

(a) See Abdul Rashid v. Sirajuddin (1933)145 I.C. 	 (b) Ma Khaiun v. Ma Bibi ('33) A.R. 3-9T-1-4-9 IC.
461, ('33) A.A. 206,209.	 654.
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ML Hashihan v. Jalanddin , A.I.R. 1982 Patna 226.
This case is strictly not of inheritance but this seems the appropriate place to consider it.

(Editor).

52. Birth-right not recognised.— The right of an heir-apparent or
presumptive comes into existence for the first time on the death of the ancestor,
and he is not entitled until then to any interest in the property to which he would
succeed as an heir if he survived the ancestor (c).

A, who has a son B, makes a gift of his property to C. B, alleging that the gift was procured by
undue influence, sues C in A's lifetime on the strength of his right to succeed toA's property on
A's death. The Suit must be dismissed for B has no cause of action against C. B has no cause of
action, for he is not entitled to any interest in A's property duringA's lifetime: Hasan Ali v. Nazo
(1889)11 All. 456,458. But the gift would be liable to be set aside if the suit was brought afterfl 'S
death, provided it was brought within the period of limitation: Kumrnthzin v. Nuzhai-ud-dowla
(1905)33 Cal. 116,32 I.A. 244.

Such a right as that claimed by B in the above illustration is a mere spes successions, that is,
an expectation or hope of succeeding to A's property if B survived A (d) . The Mahomedan law
"does not recognize any... interest expectant on the death of another, and till that death occurs
which by force of that law gives birth to the right as heir in the person entitled to it according to the
rules of succession, he possesses no right at all" (e).

53. Principle Of representation,— According to the Sunni Law, the
expectant right of an heir-apparent cannot pass by succession to his heir, nor
can it pass by bequest to a legatee under his will (j). According to the Shia law,
it does pass by succession in the cases specified in sec. 93 below.

A, a Sunni Mahoniedan, has two sons, B and C, B dies in the lifetime of A, leaving a son D. A
then dies leaving C, his son, and D, his grandson. The whole of A's property will pass to C to the
entire exclusion of D. It is not open toD to contend that he is entitled to B's share as representing
B: Moola Cassi,n v. MoollaAbdul (1905) 33 Cal. 173,32 I.A. 177.

In the case cited above their Lordships of the Privy Council observed: "It is a well-known
principle of Mahomedan law that if any of the children of a man die before the opening of the
succession to his estate, leaving children behind, these grand-children are entirely excluded from
the inheritance by their uncles and their aunts." The son of a predeceased son is therefore not an
heir (g).

If in the above case, B bequeathed any portion of his expectant share in A's property toX, the
latter would take nothing under the will. '4 mere possibility such as the expectant right of an
heir-apparent, is not regarded as present or vested interest, and cannot pass by succession, bequest
or transfer so long as the right has not actually come into existence by the death of the present
owner." (h).

54. Transfer of spes successionis: Renunciation of chance of succession.—
The chance of a Mahomedan heir-apparent succeeding to an estate cannot be
the subject of a valid transfer or release (i).

Illustrations

A has a son B and a daughter C. A pays Rs. 1,000 to C, and obtains from her a writing whereby
(c) ,lbdu/ Wahidv. Nuran Bibi (1885) 11 Cal. 597, 	 (h)Abdul Wai;id v.Nunm Bibi (1885) 11 Cal. 597,

12 I.A. 91; Hurneeda v.Budlum (1872) 17 W.R. 525;	 12 I.A. 91.
Ilasan Ali v. Mato (1889) 11 All. 456; Abdool v.	 (i) Khanum Jan v. Jan Bcebce (1827) 4. Beng.
Goo!a,n (1905)30 Born. 304.	 S.D.A.210; Sunzsuddin v. Abdul Ifuscin (1906) 31

(d)Abdoolv. Goolam (1905)30 Born. 304.	 Born. 165; Asa Beevi v. Kanppan (1918) 41 Mad.
(e)HasanAliv.Nazo(1889) 11 All. 456,458. 	 365. 46 I.C. 35, dissenting from Xunhi v. Kunhi
(1) Abdul Wahid v. Nuran Bibi (1885)11 Cal. 597, (1896) 19 Mad. 176. See also Hunnu:.aol.Ni.ssa

607,12 LA. 91. Macnaghlen, p. 1,s.9.	 Begum v.AIlandia Khan (1871) 17 W.R. 108 (P.C.):
(g) Abdul Ban v. NasirAh4'ned 33) A.O 142,150 Sulaiman Sahib v. Kader Ibrahim (1952) 2 Mad. L.J.

I.C. 330.	 104,('53) AM. 161.
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in consideration of Rs, 1,000 received by her fromA ,she renounces her right to inheritA 'S property.
A then dies, and C sues B for her share (one-third) of the property left byA. B sets up in defence
the re;ease passed by C to her father. The release is no defence to the Suit, and C is entitled to her
share of the inheritance, as the transfer by her was a transfer merely of a spes successionis, and as
such, inoperative. But C is bound to bring into account the amount received by her from her father:
Suinsuddin v. Abdul ilussein (1906) 31 Born. 165; Banoo Begun v. MirAbedAli ( 1908) 32 Bom.
172, 174-175.

The rule of Mahomedan law that an heir cannot renounce his right to inherit is not different
from the law under the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, sec. 6(a). That section provides that "the
chance of an heir-apparent succeeding to an estate, the chance of a relation obtaining a legacy on
the death of a kinsman, or any other mere possibility of a like nature, cannot be transferred."

It has been held by the Allahabad and Travancore-Cochin High Courts that a Mahomedan
heir may by is conduct be estopped from claiming the inheritance he has agreed to relinquish if the
release was part of a compromise or family settlement and if he has benefited by the transaction(j).
But this view has been expressly dissented from by the Madras and Kerala High Courts on the
ground that not only can such a view not be justified in Mahomedan Law,. but is also contrary to
s.6(a) of the Transfer of Property Act and s. 23 of the Contract Act (k).

The conflict between the Madras and Kerala view on the one hand and the Allahabad and
Travancore view on the other was resolved by approving the Allahabad view. It was observed "...
a bare renunciation of an expectation to inherit cannot bind the expectant heir's conduct in the
future. But if the expectant heir goes further and receives consideration and so conducts himself
as to mislead an owner into not making dispositions of his property, inter ViVOS, the expectant heir
should be debarred from setting up his right when it does unquestionably vest in him. In other
words the principle of estoppel remains untouched by this statement.

The question that arose were:
(1) A mere expectancy to succeed cannot be subject of transfer and such a transfer is void;
(2) Can such an expectancy be removed after receiving consideration?
(3) Will such a conduct create an estoppel in the future?
(4) Can a right be renounced even before it was vested?
These question may now be taken to have been settled. Gulam Abbas v. Haji Kayam AU

('73) A.S.C. 554.
A husband gives immovable property to his wife in lieu of her dower, and agrees not to claim

any share of it as her heir on her death. Is the agreement valid and binding on the husband? The
High Court of Allahabad has held that it is binding on the husband (1).

55. Life-estate and vested remainder.— (1) Sunni Law.— The Judicial

Committee in J-Iumeeda v. Bud/un (1872) 17 W.R.525 observed that "the
creation of (such) a life estate does not seem to be consistent with Mahomedan
usage and there ought to be very clear proof of so unusual a transaction"; and
in Abdul Gafurv. Nizarnuddin (1892) 19 I.A. 170 referred to " life-rents" as a
kind of estate which does not appear to be known to Mahomedan law". The
difficulty arises out of the Mahomedan law of gift and does not appear to extend
beyond cases of pure hiba whether inter vivos or by will. As explained in Chapter
XI (cf. s. 164 below), if a sift be made subject to a condition which derogates
from the grant, the condition is void, e.g., a partial restraint on alienation; but
a condition which does not affect the corpus of the thing given is not within the
rule, e.g. when there is a reservation of income to the donor or a gift of usufruct
to another donee. In the Hedaya (489) the principle is applied to amrees (gift
for life). The Prophet approved of amrees but held the condition annexed to

(j) Lasafa: Husain v. Hida et 1!usain (1936) All. KunhiAvulla v. KunhiAvulla ('64) A. Ker. 201.
U. 342, 161 I.C. 851, ('36) A.A. 573; Kochunni 	 (1) Nasir-ul-Haq v. Faiyaz.u!.Ralunafl (1911) 33
Kochu v. Kunju Pit/ui (1956) A. Trav.-C. 276. 	 All. 457,9 I.C. 530.

(k)Abdul Kaffor v. Abdul Razak 59) A.M. 131;
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them by the grantor to be void. "... the meaning of amree moreover is nothing
but a gift and a condition; and the condition is invalid; but a gift is not rendered
null by involving an invalid condition". Accordingly it was held in certain cases
that a gift for life operates as an absolute gift (m).

The assumption underlying this doctrine however is that what is given is the
corporeal thing itself; and as the refusal to permit gifts of life interests produces
serious inconvenience and gives rise to some unprofitable distinctions, the
assumption has not gone without challenge. Can it not be held that what is given
is not (e.g.) the land but an interest therein; and that this is given unconditionally
there being no intention to make a gift of the corpus? In Nawazish A/i Khan v.
Ali Raza Khan (n) which was a Shia case the Privy Council stated that there was
no difference bctwcn the several schools of Muslim law in their fundamental
conception of property and ownership. A limited interest takes effect Out of the
usufruct under any of the schools. The duty of the Court is to construe he gift.
If "it is a gift of the corpus," their Lordships said, "then any condition which
derogates from absolute dominion over the subject of the gift will he rejected
as repugnant; but if upon construction the gift is held to be one of a limited
interest the gift can take effect out of the usufruct, leaving the ownership of the
corpus unaffected except to the extent to which its enjoyment is postponed for
the duration of the limited interest".

In Amjad Khan v. AshrafKhan (o) this question was raised in an acute
form. The deed described the transaction as a gift without consideration. It
recited that the donee and the heirs of the donor had consented. By it the donor
gave to his wife his entire property as to one-third with power to alienate and
"as to the rest she shall not possess any power of alienation but she shall remain
in possession thereof for her lifetime. After the death of the dunce the entire
property gifted away by this document shall revert to the donor's collaterals."
On the question whether the interest given in the one-third was an absolute
interest or was only a life interest plus a power to alienate, the Judicial
Committee took the latter view. Their Lordships decided the case by asking, as
matter of construction of the deed, what was the subject matter of the gift?
Was it merely a life interest in the property together with a power of alienation
over one-third thereof? Or was it an absolute interest in the property coupled
with an inconsistent condition? Holding on the construction of the deed that
the subject-matter of the gift was a life interest only (together with the power
of alienation as to one-third) they dismissed the appeal of the donee's heir: the
gift of a life-estate was not given the effect of an absolute estate. On the
argument that a life-estate could not be cretcd by gift inter vit'os their
Lordships expressed no opinion, holding that, if right, it would only mean that
the donee took nothing by the gift— a result which would carry no benefit to
her heir.

It is not possible to read this decision as proceeding upon the ground that
the case was not one of hiba pure and simple. It is direct authority against
regarding a life interest as enlarged by the doctrine which invalidates a condition
restrictive of a gift and the decision to that effect ahovenoted (p) must be treated

(in) Niuvnuci4in v. Abdul Gufi4r (1888) 13 Born.	 (29) APC. 149 affirming (1925) 87 I.C. 445, (25)
264; Abdoola v. Mahomed (1948) 75 l.A 62, 48) A.O. 568.
A.PC. 134. (1905) 7 Born. L.R. 306.	 (p) Niza,nudin v.Abd.u!Gufur (1888)13 Born. 264;

(n) (1948)75 I.A. 62,('48) A.PC. 134.	 Abdoola v. A'faho,ned (1905)7 Born. L.R. 306.
(a) (1929)56 I.A. 213,4 Luck. 305,116 .1.C. 405,
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as overruled by it. Subsequent decisions have so intepreted the Board's
judgment (q).

Both as regards life-estates and remainders lhcre is considerable
uncertainty as to the consequences of this dccion. It does not decide that in
Sunni law a life interest can be validly created by way of sift, but the doubt
hitherto cast upon the matter has had reference to the validity of the limit in
cases of gift. The validity of the grant was very old authority: the Hedaya
discloses the tradition that the Prophet approved of ainrees just as he
disapproved of rikba (e.g., if I die before you then this house is yours). A life
interest is not illegal: admittedly a Mahomedan can create such an interest by
contract.

The Calcutta, Bombay, Nagpur and Travancore-Cochin High Courts have
held that a gift of a life interest is valid fr). The Chief Court of Oudh has held
that the bequest of a life interest by will is valid (s). In Na wazishA ii Khan v. Au
Raza Khan (1), although a Shia case, the Privy Council have made observations.
which are sufficiently ample to cover Sunni cases. The effect of the c!ecisión is
that a life estate as known to English law cannot be created by .htha whether
infer i'wos or by will. The question is always one of construction. In case of gift
to A for life and thereafter to B, the courts will presumably construe the gift as
a gift of the corpus to B absolutely and of the usufruct of A for life. The gift,
however, to  for life would be constructed as a gift of a interest to A, and the
corpus would vest in the heirs.

It remains to consider whether under Sunni law a gift of a life-estate to 
with remainder to B is a good gift to B and whether it amounts to a vested
remainder so as to take effect even if B dies before A. By English law in such a
a case B takes a vested interest and can dispose of his interest by transfer inter
vit'os or by will. On his death intestate his interest will pass to his heirs even if
he predeceases A. In Abdul Wahid Khan v. Mi. Nuran Bibi (1885) 12 I.A. 91,
11 Cal. 597 [illustration (a)] the Judicial Committee held that such an interest
as a vested remainder did not seem to be recognized by Mahomedan law, and
this case has, been accepted as an authority for the proposition that the
remainderman cannot take unless he survives the tenant for life (u). The case
of Umes Chunder Sircar v. Mt. Zahoor Fatima (1890) 17 I.A. 201 II Cal. 164
[illustration (b)j cannot be regarded as invalidating this conclusion since the
point was not taken and the principles of Mahomedan law do not appear to
have been discussed. The facts of the case sufficiently account for the omission,
but they do not enable the case to be distinguished from Abdul Wahid Khan v.
Nuran Bidi in point of law; neither was a case of hibipure and simple.

In Abdul Wahid Khan's case the principle applied was as follows: "The

(q)Abdul Khakque v. Bepin Behan (36)A.C. 456; v. Ithappiri Varkey (1956) Tra y-C. 292, ('56) A.
Bai Saroobai v. Hussein'ci,. Sornji (1936) 38 Born. L.R. Trav.-C. 268; Anjumanara Bcum v. Nawab Astf
903,165 I.C. 34. ('36) A.B. 330; ML Subhanbi v. Mi.	 Kadar (1955)2 Cal. 109.
(J,nraobi (1936) 161 I.C. 719, ('36) AN. 113, 	 (s) Nazintddin v. KJ,aziatA(i (1938) 172 I.C. 384,
dissenting from Abdul v. Abdul (1929) 131 I.C. 35, ('38) AO. 51.
('29) A.N. 313; Nawazish All Khan v. All Raza Khan 	 (r) Nawazith Ali Khan v. Ali Raza Khan (1948)75
(1949) 75 I.A. 62, ('48) A.PC. 134. 	 LA. 62,('48) A.PC. 134.

(r) Bai Saroobai v. Hissein Soinji (1936) 38 Born. (u) Abdul Karim Khan v. Abdul Qayum Khan
L.R. 903,165 I.C. 34, (36) All. 330; Mi. Subl.anbiv. (1906) 28 All. 342, Harpal Singh v. L.da-aj Kwiwar
Mt. Unwaobi (1936)161 I.C. 719, ('36) A.N. 113; (1908) 30 All. 406, 420; ,lbdool 1-Issein V. Goolwn
,lchinsd4inAhmadv. Sakina Bewa (1946)50 C.W.N. Hoosem (1905)30 Born. 304,317; Rasoolbibi v. /Jsuf
59, 222 I.C. 585 ('46) A.C. 288; Maithecs. Dlvi lJ,nma Ajam (1933) 57 Horn. 737,148 I.C. 82. ('33) A.B. 324.
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arrangement contained in the compromise would be called by the Mahomedan
lawyers 'a auris' or 'making some stranger and heir' and cannot be regarded as
creating a present or vested interest". (12 l.A_ at p. 101).

The above authorities must now be read subject to the Privy Council
decision in NawazishAliKhan v. Ali Raza Khan (i'). Although this was, as stated
above, a Shia case, the observations made apply to all schools of Muslim law.
Referring to the expression "life estate" and "vested remainder" their Lordships
stated as follows:- "In their Lordships' opinion this view of the matter introduces
into Muslim law legal terms and conceptions of ownership, familiar enough in
English law, but wholly alien to Muslim law. In general, Muslim law draws no
distinction between real and personal property, and their Lordships know of no
authoritative work on Muslim law, whether the Hedaya, or Baillie or more
modern works, and no decision of this Board which affirms that Muslim law
recognizes the splitting up of ownership of land into estates, distinguished in
point of quality like legal and equitable estates, or in point of duration like
estates in fee simple, in tail, for life, or in remainder. What Muslim law does
recognize and insists upon, is the distinction between the corpus of the property
itself (ayn) and the usufruct in the property (manafi). Over the corpus of
property the law recognizes only absolute dominion, heritable, and unrestricted
in point of time; and where a gift of the corpus seeks to impose a condition
inconsistent with such absolute dominion the condition is rejected as repugnant;
but interests limited in point of time can be created in the usufruct of the
property, and the dominion over the corpus takes effect subject to any such
limited interests.... This distinction runs through all the Muslim law of gifts—
gifts of the corpus (hiba), gifts of the usufruct (ariyat) and usufructuary bequests.
No doubt where the use of a house is given to a man for his life he may, not
inaptly, be termed a tenant for life, and the owner of the house, waiting to enjoy
it until the termination of the limited interest, may be said, not inaccurately, to
possess a vested remainder. But though the same terms may be used in English
and Muslim law, to describe much the same things, the two systems of law are
based on quite different conceptions of ownership. English law recognises
ownership of land limited in duration; Muslim law admits only ownership
unlimited in duration, but recognizes interests of limited duration in the use of
property . ........ Their Lordships think that there is no difference between the
several schools of Muslim law in their fundamental conception of property and
ownership. A limited interest takes effect out of the usufruct under any of the
schools. Their Lordships feel no doubt that in dealing with a gift under Muslim
law, the first duty of the court is to construe the gift. If it is a gift of the corpus,
then any condition which derogates from absolute dominion over the subject of
the gift will be rejected as repugnant; but if upon construction the gift is held to
be one of a limited interest the gift can take effect out of the usufruct, leaving
the ownership of the corpus unaffected except to the extent to which its
enjoyment is postponed for the duration of the limited interest."

(2) Family settlement.— A life-estate may be created by an agreement in
the nature of a family settlement, whether such agreement is preceded by
litigation or not, but "the creation of such a life-estate does not seem to be
consistent with Mahomedan usage, and there ought to be very clearproof of so
unusual a transaction" [Humeeda v. Bud/un (1872) 17 W.R. 525J. Such an
agreement is from its very nature a transaction for a consideration, and it must

(v) (1948)75 I.A. 62,('48) A.PC. 134.
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be distinguished from a pure hiba or gift mentioned in sub-sec. (1) above.

[Urnjad A/li Khan v. Mohumdce Begurn (1867) 11 M.I.A. 517 at 548; Khwajeh
Solehman v. Nawab Sir Salinui!lah (1922) 49 LA. 153.49 Cal. 820,69 I.C. 138.
('22) A.PC. 107; Jagdish Narain v. Bande Ali Mian (1939) 20 P.L.T. 328, 18
I.C. 467, ('39) A.P. 406.1

(3) Hiba-hil iwaz.— The rule stated in sub-sec. (1) above does not apply tc

a hiha-bil-iwaz. As to hiha-hil-iwaz, see sec. 168 below.

(4) Shia law.— It was at one time thought that the Shia law allowed the

creation of a life-estate and a vested remainder, as held by Jenkins, C.J., and

Heaton, J., in BanooBegum case lillustration (f)]. In two other cases howevci
Beaman, J., expressed the opinion that the Arabic texts there relied upon did
not support the conclusion reached, and observed that an estate for life and a
vested remainder were known to the Shia law as much as to the Sunni law (w).
In Nawazich All K/ian v. Ali Raza Khan (x) the Privy Council took the view that

a life-estate as known in English law is alien to Mahomedan law but if on the

construction of a hiha, the gift is held to be one of a limited interest the gift can

take effect out of the usufruct, leaving the ownership of ihe corpus unaffected

except to the extent to which its enjoyment is postponed for the duration of the

limited interest.

(5) Wakf.— Both under the Sunni and the Shia law life-estates may he
created bywakf: see sec. 197.

Illustrations

(a) One of two persons claiming he the sons of Mouzzam Khan, a Sunni, sued Gauhar Bibi,
his widow, who was in possession of the suit lands in Oudh under a Kahulyat and in pursuance of
a summary settlement made by Government in 1858. The plaintiff claimed ihat Mou7iam Khan
had made the estate over to him and his hrothe. The suit was compromised in terms contained in
two petitions to the Court, namely, that the widow should during her life-time continue as before
to possess and be mistress of the Talooka, but should not alienate so as to depr

i
ve the plaintiff of

his right and that after her death the plaintiff and his brother should possess and enjoy it ,"should
become successors to and proprietors of the said talooka". The widow survived both. Held. that
neither of them acquired any such right as would under Mahomedan law form the subject of
inheritance. "Their Lordships think this is the reasonable construction of the compromise in this
case, and that it would be opposed to Mahomedan law to hold that it created a vested interest as
in Abdul Rahnian and Abdul Subhan which passed to their heirs on their death in the life-time of
Gathar Bibi". Also: "To give the plaintiffs a title to the estate it must he a vested interert which,

on the death of the ons, p355cC to their heirs aii is sirniia to a vested rrnainder under tae E;gt;sh
law. Such an interest in an estate does not seem to be recognized by the Mahomedan law': ,lbthil

Wahid Khan v. AA Nw-an Bibi (1885) 121 A. 91, 102, 100, 11 Cal. 597.

(b) By a deed of settlement in 1871 a Sunni leased lands to his second wife, Amani Begum at
a fed ren t of one rupee on condition that it she had a child by him the grant should be taken as
a perpetual mokurruri: if no such child was horn then it was only to be a life mokurruri and after
her death the property was to go to the two sons of the settler, Farzund and Farhut. Appellant and
respondent both claimed to have taken title to one- h.If of the property as purchasers of Farzund's
right, title and interest at execution sales. Appeliant's sale was in 1879 and respondent's in 1881.
At the time of appellants' attachment the settlor, his wife and sons were all alive but before the
sale in 1897 the settlor had died . At all material times the widow and Farzund were alive. (Both
were respondents to the Privy Council appeal: the latter died pending the hearing thereof in 1887).
It could not have been contended at the trial in 1883 or in the High Court in 1885, and it was not
contended in the Privy Council that the gift to Farzund had failed. Both auction purchasers had

(w)Jainabai v. Set/inc (1901)34 Born. 604.612-3,	 214.253-4, 12 IC. 225.
6 I.C. 513; Cassa,naI4'v. Cuni,thhoy(l91 1)36 Born. 	 (x) (1948)75 I.A. 62,('48) A.PC. 134.
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the same title save that (a) the appellant was first in time, (b) his attachment had been in the settlor's
life-time. Respondent's argument concentrated on (b): during the settlor's life the birth of a child
to him was a contingency: this contingency no longer remained in 1881. This is the only argument
dealt with in the judgment on this part of the case: it was held on the construction of the deed of
1871 that the wife's estate was enlarged and the sons' interest defeated on the birth of a child: not
that the son's interest failed to arise until either husband or wife had died. As presented to the
Judicial Committee by the rival auction purchasers the ease raised no point of Mahomedan law.
The contention advanced in Rasoolbibiv. UsufAjam (1933) 57 Born. 737 at 766,148 I.C. 82, ('33)
A.B. 324 for the appellant with reference to this case cannot be accepted. There were two elements
of contingency (a) the birth of a child, and (b) the widow surviving Farzund. The former was relied
on by the respondent: neither sought to profit by the latter: Unes Chunder Sircar v. Zahoor Fatima
(1890) 17 I.A. 201.

(c)A Sunni lady, Bai Aishabai, by her will left two properties to her daughter, Hatizahibi, for
life without power of alietiation and after her death to Ajam (testatrix's step-son) and his
descendants as absolute owners. Aishabai died in 1897. Hafizahibi enjoyed the properties till her
death in 1926. Ajam died in 1919. The plaintiff was a daughter of Ajam suing for administration
of his estate, field, that in the events which had happened Ajam took no interest under the will.
Held jlrther by Mirza, J., and Beaumont, Ci., (Rangnekar. J., dissenting) that Hafizabihi did not
:ake an absolute estate: Rasoolbibi i'. UsufAjain (1933)57 Born. 737, 148 I.C. 82, ('33) A.B. 324.

(d) One Nasiruddin, a Sunni, did having by his will left three villages to his wife, Mariambi,
and declared that after the death of Mariambi, Abdul Kadar should become the owner thereof.
Abdul Kadar died in 1899 and Mariambi in 1904. The plaintiff was a daughter of Abdul Kadar and
the defendants were her mother and sister. If an absolute interest was created in favour of
Mariambi the plaintiff's suit failed: if on her death the property went to Abdul Kadar's heirs the
plaintiff was entitled to a seven annas share thereof subject to a question whether Abdul Kadar
had validly made a gift to his wife in lieu of dower. Held on reference to a Bench that Mariambi
took a life-estate only. Thereafter the appeal was disposed of on the footing that Abdul Kadar's
heirs took the reversionary interest. Mt. Subhanbiv. Mr. Uinraobi ( 1936)161 I.C. 719, ('36) A.N.
113.

(e)By a deed of settlement the plaintiffs mother conveyed two properties to a trustee upon
trust to pay taxes and repairs and out of the net rents and profits to pay to the settlor during her
life such moneys as she should require and the balance as therein directed: on the settlor's death
the net rents of one property were to be paid to the plaintiff: on the death of the survivor of the
senior and the plaintiff the property was to be held in trust for the plaintiffs son or sons and in
default of sons for her daughters, with a gift over in the event of the plaintiff dying without issue.
1-Jeld that assuming that the gift to the plaintiff was of a life interest in the property it did not by
Sunni law confer an absolute estate upon her: Bai Sarnobai v. Hussein Somji (1936) 38 Born. L.R.
903, 165 I.C. 34, 36) A.B. 330.

(f) It was provided by a consent decree in a suit to which the parties were Shia Mahomedans
that a certain house should be held and enjo yed byA for her life, and that after her death it should
be sold and the sale proceeds divided among her step-sons. It was held that A took a life interest
in the house, and the step-sons took a definite interes; like what is called in English law a vested
remainder: I3anoo Begun v Mir Abed A/i (1908) 32 Born. 172: Siraj liussin V. Mushaf Hu.csin
(1921)21 O.C. 321, 49 I.C. 58. The question whether a vested remainder is recognized by the Shia
aw was raised in Muhammad Raza v.Abbas Bandi Bihi (1932)59 I.A. 236,7 Luck 257, 137 I.C.
321 ('32) A.PC. 158, but it was not decided as the document to be construed in that case was a
compromise of a suit, and therefore one for a consideration.

(g)A Shia Mahomedan by his will purported to give an estate for tile bA and thereafter to
B for life, with a power to nominate his successor It was held that A and B took a life-interest and
that the power of appointment was invalid under Mahomedan law. A and B had a life-interest in
the usufruct and the testator's heirs were the owners of the property. Their Lordships said: No
doubt where the use ofa house is given in a man for his life he may, not inaptly, be termed a tenant
for life and the owner of the house, waiting to enjoy it until the termination of the limited interest,
may be said, not inaccurately to possess a vested remainder. But though the same terms may he
used in English and Muslim law, to describe much the same things, the two systems of law are
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based on quite different conceptions of ownerships. English law recognises ownership of land
limited in duration; Muslim law admits only ownership unlimited in duration but recognises
interests of limited duration in the use of property" Nawa.zishAli Khan v. Ali Raza Khan (1948)

75 I.A. 62. ('48) A. PC. 134.1
(h)A makes a bequest in favour of B of certain land and provides that B shall have no right

to transfer the property, but his male issue shall have the right to transfer the property. It was held
that the corpus and not merely the usufruct was bequeathed to  and the condition that he should
not transfer the property was void. B therefore took an absolute estate: SiddiqAhmedv. Wi!ayat

Ahmed. ('52) A.A. 1.
(i) A Sunni Mahomedan settled property in favour of certain persons reserving a usufruct for

himself for life, it was held that the deed of settlement was valid and the question whether the
settior reserved to himself a life-interest did not arise: Mahomed v. Kairurn ('54) A. Mad.769. See
also Shaikh Khaiun Bibi v. Mo/id. Zahina Bi (1956) An. W.R. 771; Khadija Beevi v. Maria Um,nal
('58) A.Ker. 264; Sk Kabir v. Narayandas (1954) Cut. 513; Krishnamurlhy Selty v. Adbid Khader
('56) AMys. 14.

(j) A Sunni Mahomedan made a settlement in the following terms, " I have settled upon you
(my wife) for your maintenance the undermentioned Nanja land worth Rs. 2,000/-. Therefore this
is a settlement deed executed by me consenting that you should enjoy for your life-time the income
alone from the said nanja land, that you should not make any gift, sale or hypothecation etc. of
the said land, that if you should hereafter have issue by me, the said issue should enjoy the said
land hereditarily, and that if you should not have such issue the said property after your life-time
shall go to me and to my heirs". It was held that only the usufruct was given to the wile: Nagoor

Am,nalv. M.K Meeran . ( ' 54) A. Mad. 770.

56. Vested inheritance— A" vested inheritance" is the share which vests
in an heir at the moment of the ancestor's death. If the heir dies before
distribution, the share of the inheritance which has vested in him will pass to
such persons as are his heirs at the time of his death. The shares therefore are
to be determined at each death (y). See Sec. 41 above.

[A dies leaving a son B, and a daughter C. B dies before the estate of A is distributed leaving

a son D. In this case, on the death ofA,two-thirds of the inheritance vests in B, and one-third vests

in C. On distribution ofA 's estate, alter B's death the two-thirds which vested in B must be allotted

to his son D.]
See Macnaghten, Principles and Precedents". p. 27, sec. 96; Rumsey's Mahomedan Law of

Inheritance, ch. ix; Rumsey's Al Siraj:yyah, 43-44.

57. Joint family and joint family business.— (1) When the members of a
Mahomedan family live in commensality, they do not form a joint family in the
sense in which that expression is used in the Hindu Law(z). Further, in the
Mahomedan law, there is not, as in the Hindu law, any presumption that the
acquisitions of the several members of a family living and messing together are
for the benefit of the family (a). But if during the continuance of the family
properties are acquired in the name of the managing member of the family, and
it is proved that they are possessed by all the members jointly, the presumption
is that they are the properties of the family, and not the separate properties of

(y)Msr Jawai v. Hussain Baksh (1922) 3 J..ah. 80,
67 I.C. 154, ('22) AL.. 298.

(z)Hakim Khan v. Gool Khan (1882) 8 Cat. 826;
Suddunonncssa v. Majoda Kiiuzoon (1878) 3 Cat.
694; Abdool Adood v. Maho,ncd Makmil (1884) 10
Cal. 562; Abdul Khadcr v. Chidambaram (1908) 32
Mad. 276; Abdul Sarnad v. Bibijan (1925) 49 Mad.
L.J. 675,91 I.C. 618.('25) A.M. 1149; Abdul Rashid
v. Sirajud4in (1933) 145 I.C. 461, ('33) A.A. 206;

Sahul Hamid v. Sulihan (1947)1 Mad. Li. 20, ('47)
AM. 287.

(a) AbduIKadarV. Bapubhai (1898)23 Horn. 188;
Ma/iarnad ,4,nin v. Hasan (1906) 31 Born. 143;
Mohideen Bee v. Syed Mw (1915) 38 Mad. 1099,
1101, 32 I.C. 1102, See also Isap Ahmed v. ..4brarnji
(1917) 41 Born. 588, 612-613, 41 I.C. 761; Safir
Mohd. V. BashirMohci (61) A Or. 92. Md Zafirv.
Amiruddin ('63) A.P. 108.
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the member in whose name they stand (b).
(2) If after the death of a Mahomedan his adult Sons continue their father's

business, and retain his assets in the business, they will be deemed to stand in a
fiduciary relation to the other heirs of the deceased, and liable to account as
such for the profit made by them in the business (c). If after the death of the
sons the business is continued by their Sons or by other heirs, they also will be
liable to account on the same footing (d).

(3) Members of a Mahomedan family carrying on business jointly do not
constitute a joint family firm in the sense in which that expression is used in the
Hindu law so as to attract the legal incidents of such a firm (e). Sons assisting a
father in business are presumably his agents and not his partners unless an
agreement of partnership is proved (J) . A minor may be entitled to a benefit in
the business, but this will not make him liable on a mortgage executed by him
along with his adult brothers in the course of the business carried on by the
latter. The managers of such a business in a Mahomedan family have no right
to impose any liability on the minor members of the family (g).

There is no provision of Mahomedan Law recognising a joint family. In Andhra Pradesh
muslim families live together and do business together. Such business may be carried on for the
benefit of the family including minors and females. Such arrangements have been upheld by
Courts. In such a case the adult member or members stand in a fiduciary capacity and the Trust
Act is applicable. When the co-owner dies his heirs take his place (h).

The burden of establishing that a property held by a member in Mahomedan family is his
self-acquired property would arise only if the property is held commonly by the other members of
the family and the entire family lives in commensality possessing the family property in common.

Mohammed Ibrahim v. Sved Muhammad Abbubakker A.I.R. 1976 Mad. 84 L.W. 43.
As the theory of representation is unknown to Mahomedan law, and as there is no

presumption that acquisition of one or more of the properties of the family are to be presumed to
be for the benefit of the family. Unless there is proof to the contrary and as children in a
Mahomedan family are not co-owners in the sense that what is purchased by one person enures
for the benefit of another. A.I.R. 1970 Mad. 200, Followed Case-law discussed.

Mohammed Ibrahim v. Syed MithammadAbbubakker A.I.R. 1976 Mad. L.W. 43.

58. Homicide.— (1) Under the Sunni law, a person who has caused the
death of another, whether intentionally, or by mistake, negligence, or accident,
is debarred from succeeding to the estate of that other.

(2) Homicide under the Shia law is not a bar to succession unless the death
was caused intentionally.

[Rumsey's A1Sirajiyah, 14, Ballie, 266,3691
Impediments to inheritance.— The Siraji)yah sets out four grounds of exclusion from

inheritance, namely (1) Homicide, (2) slavery, (3) difference of religion, and (4) difference of
allegiance. Homicide, as an impediment to succession, is dealt with in the present section. The
second impediment was removed by the enactment of Act V of 1843 abolishing slavery (i), and

(b)Aminaddin v. Tajjadin (1932)59 Cal. 541,138 W.R. 557.
I.C. 761, ('32) A.C. 538; MSL Bibi Fauna v. A/tab 	 ) Tarachand v. Mohidcen (1935) 37 Born. L.R.
Ahmed ('63) A.P. 128. 	 654,158 I.C. 701. ('35) A.B. 401.

(c)Soudagarv. Soudagar (1931) 54 Mad. 543,135 (g) Ahmed Ibrahim Saheb v. Mevvappa Chcuiar
I.C. 357,('31) A.M. 553; Durga Abdul R.awoofSahib (1939) M.W.N. 976, (1940) Mad. 285, ('40) A.M.
v. Quresha Di Saheba (1959) 2 An. W. R. 557.	 285, [Abdul Rahi,n v. Abdul Hakim ('32) A.M. 553;

(d) S/eu/cull v. ML Zuhra (1932) 54 All. 916,143 	 (1931)54 Mad. 543, explained.)
I.C. 230,( 132) AA 512.	 (h)D.RajaAhmed v.Pachaflai(1969)l An. W.R.

(e)See Salerno Bibi V. Hafez Maha,nrnad (1927) 255.
54 Cal. 697,104 I.C. 833, ('27) A.C. 836; DurgAbdul	 (i) Ujmudin Khan v. Zia-ul-Nisso (1879)6 I.A. 137,
RawoofSahib v. Qu.resha Bi Saheba (1959) 2 An. 3 Born. 422.
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the third by the provisions of Act XXI of 1850 which abolished so much of any law or usage as
affected any right of inheritance of any person by reason of his renouncing his religion. The bar of
difference of allegiance disappeared with the subversion of the Mahomedan supremacy.

A person incapable of inheriting by reason of any of the above disqualifications is considered
as not existing, and the estate is divided accordingly. According to the Sirajiyah he does not exclude
others from inheritance (Sir 22-28). Thus ifA dies leaving a son B, a grandson C by B, and a brother
13 and if B has caused the death ofA , B is totally excluded from inheritance, but he does not exclude
his son C. The inheritance will devolve as if B were dead, so that C, the grandson, will succeed to
the whole estate, D being a remote heir. In the undermentioned case, a single Judge of the Lahore
High Court, has expressed the view that the rule of public policy would exclude a murderer and
his descendants from succession (j).

59. Exclusion of daughters from inheritance by custom or by statute.—
Where daughters are excluded from inheritance ether by custom (k) or by
statute (1), they should be treated as non-existent, and the shares of the other
heirs should be calculated as they would be in default of daughters.

There is no custom that daughter can inherit her father's property only as Khananishia
daughter or not at all—Such custom has to be pleaded and proved by cogent evidence. AIR 1963
J & K 4, FoIl.) Ghulam Hassan v. Msz. Saja, A.I.R. 1984 Jammu & Kashmir 26.

Wazan Ac:, 1886 (Bombay).— If a Mahomedan waiandar dies leaving a widow, a daughter,
and a paternal uncle, the daughter is not entitled under the Act to any interest in the walan lands,
she being postponed in the order of succession. The lands are divisible between the widow and the
paternal uncle as if the daughter were non-existent so that the widow will take 1/4, and the uncle
the residue, 3/4. The widow will take ooly a life-interest in her share. If the daughter were not
excluded, she would have taken 112, the widow 1/8, and the uncle the residue, 3/8. The rule of
Mahomedan law stated in the note to ill. (3) to sec. 63 does not apply to such case.

Custom in Kashmir.— Among the Gujars and Bakkerwals oi Nunar the custom is that
daughters do not inherit even if they remain at home. In default of agnates only, they can succeed
to the property. Agnates mean grandfather's descendants in the male line (m).

60. Taluqdars of Oudh.— A special rule of succession by primogeniture is
enacted for the taluqdars of Oudh by the Oudh Estates Act I of 1869 and the
Oudh Estates Amendment Act III of 1910. Succession is to the nearest male
agnate according to the rules of lineal priniogniture. A daughter's son is not a
male agnate and is therefore not entitled to succeed (n). As the Oudh Estates
Act has laid down specific rules for devolution of taluqdari property and has in
this respect displaced the Mahomedan law, such property should not be taken
into consideration in determining the hcqueathable one-third share of the
entire assests of a Mahomedan testator (0).

(j)Khan Gui K/ian v. Karam Nishqn (40) A.L. 172. 	 (a,) .Aziz Dor v. MsL Fazii ('60) AJ. & K. 53.
(k) Muhammad Karnil v. Jm:iaz Fawna (1908) 36	 (n)AdbuiLalifXhan v. ML Abadi &u,n (1934)61

I.A. 210,31 All 557,4. I.C. 457.	 I.A. 322,9 I..ucI. . 421,150 I.C. 810. (34) A.PC. 188.
(I) Aminabi v. Abasaheb (1931)55 Born. 401,132	 (o) Mohammad Zia-LlI!ah v. Rafiq Mohammad

I.C. 892,('31) A.B. 266. 	 (1939) O.W.N. 581.1821.C.190,('39) A.O. 213.



CHAPTER VII

HANAFI LAW OF INHERITANCE

Works of authority: Al Sirajiyyah and Al Sharifiyyah.— The principal works of authority on
the Hanafi Law of inheritance are the Sirajiyah, composed by Shaikh Sirajuddin, and the

Sharifi)yah, which is a commentary of the Sirajiah written by Sayyad Shariff. The Sairjiyah is
referred to in this and subsequent chapters by the abbrevation Sir, and the references are to the
pages of Mr. Rumsey's edition of the translation of that work by Sir William Jones, as that edition
is easily procurable. See also Sale's Translation of the Koran, Sura IV.

A.—Three Classes of Heirs

61. Classes of heirs.—There are three classses of heirs, namely, (1) Sharers,
(2) Residuaries, and (3) Distant Kindred

(1) "Sharers" are those who are entitled to a prescribed share of the
inheritance;	 -

(2) "Residuaries" are those who take no prescribed share, but
succeed to the "residue" after the claims of the sharers are
satisfied;

(3) "Distant Kindred" are all those relations by blood who are neither
Sharers nor Residuaries (a).

Sir, 12-13. The first step in the distribution of the estate of a deceased Mahomedan, after
payment of his funeral expenses, debts, and legacies, is to allot their respective shares to such of
the relations as belong to the class of sharers and are entitled to a share. The next step is to divide

the residue (if any) among such ofthe residuaries as are entitled to the residue. If there are no sharers,
the residuaries will succeed to the whole inheritance. If there be neither shares nor residuaries,
the inheritance will be divided among such of the dLuant kindred as are entitled to succeed thereto.
The distant kindred are not entitled to succeed so long as there is any heir bek'nging to the class
of sharers or residuaries. But there is one case in which the distant kindred will inherit with a sharer,
and that is where the sharer the wie —or husbandOf the deceased. Thus if a Mahomedièwi
leiv—ing a iv-We and distant kindred, the wife as sharer I! take her share which is 1/4 and the
remaining three-fourths will go to the distant kindred. And if a Mahornedan female dies leaving a
husband and distant kindred, the husband as sharer will take his 1/2 share, and the other half will
go to the distant kindred. To take a simple case: A dies leaving a mother, a son and a daughter's
son. The mother as sharer will take her share 1/6 and the son as residuary will take the residue 5/6.
The daughter's son, being one of the class of distant kindred, is not entitled to any share of the

inheritance.
The quest on as to which of the relations beiongiflg t the class of sharers, residuaries, or

distant kindred, arc cniLied to succeed to the inheritancc cpenJs, on the ,"r-umstances of each
case. Thus if the surviving relations b a father and a fathci's lather, the lather atone will succeed
to the whole inheritance to the entire exclusion of the grandfather, though both oi them belong to
the class of sharers. And if the surviving relations be a son and a son's son, the son alone will inherit
the estate, and the suns son will not be entitled to any share of the inheritance, though both belong
to the class of residuaries. Similarly, if the surviving relations belong to the ctass of distant kindred,
e.g., a daughter's son and a daughter's son's son, the former wil! succeed to the whole inheritance,
it being one of the rules of succession that the nearer relation excludes the more remote.

62. Definitions
(a) "True grandfather" means a male ancestor between whom and the

deceased no female intervenes.
Thus the father's father, father's father's father and his father how highsocver are all true

grandfathers.
(a) Abthd Sarang v. Putee Bibi (1902)29 Cal. 738: Sk AkbarAli v. Sic. Lokman ('73) A. Orissa 129.
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(b) "False grandfather" means a male ancestor between whom and the
deceased a female intervenes.

Thus the mother's father, mother's mother's father, mother's father's father, father's
mother's father, are all false grandfathers.

(c) "True grandmother" means a female ancestor between whom and the
deceased no false grandfather intervenes.

Thus the father's mother, mother's mother, father's mother's mother, father's father's
mother, mother's mother's mother, are all true grandmothers.

(d) "False grandmother" means a female ancestor between whom and the
deceased a false grandfather intervenes.

Thus the mother's father's mother is a false grandmother. False grandfathers and false
grandmothers belong to the class of distant kindred.

(e) "Son's son how lowsoever" includes son's son, ton's son's son, and the
son of"a son how lowsoever.

(1) "Son's daughter how lowsoever" includes son's daughter, son's son's
daughter and the daughter of a son.how lowsoever.

In S. M Dawood Bibi v. A. B. Pulavar ('72) A. Mad. 228 a rule of evidence was considered.
Evidence was found of ancestry in the recital of names in funeral prayers.

.- B.—Sharers

63. Sharti's.— After payment of funeral expenses, debts, and legacies, the
first step in the distribution of the estate, of a deceased Mahomedan is to
ascertain which of the surviving relations belong to the class of sharers, and
which again of these are entitled to a share of the inheritance, and, after this is
done, to proceed to assign their respective shares to such of the sharers as are,
under the circumstances of the case, entitled to succeed to a share. The first
column in the accompanying table (p. 48A) contains a list of Sharers; the second
column specifies the normal share of each sharer; the third column specifies
the conditions which determine the right of each sharer to a share, and the
fourth column sets out the shales as varied by special circumstances.

illustrations

Note.— The italics in the following and other illustrations in this chapter indicate the surviving
relations. It will be observed that the sum total of the shares in all the following illustrations equals
unity i.e. exhausts the inheritance:—

FATHER, HUSBAND AND WIFE

(a) Father
Father's firher
Mother
Mother's mother
Two daughters
Son's daughter

(b) husband
Father

(C) Four widows
Father

116 (as sharer, because there are daughters)
(excluded by father)

1/6 (because there are daughters)
(excluded by mother)

(excluded by daughters)
1/2
112 (as residuary)
1/4 (each taking 1/16)
3/4 (as residuary)
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MOTHER

(d) Mother	 ..	 •	 1/3
Father	 ..	 2/3 (as residuary)

(e) Mother	 116 (because there are two sisters)
Two sisters	 (excluded by father)
Father	 ..	 5/6 (as residuary)

Note.— It is important to note that though the sisters do not inherit at all, they affect the share
of the mother and prevent her from taking 1/3. This proceeds upon the rinci'i that a
thoughe5iuded from inheritance, may exclude otbthHtty	 tial y ( a' ). in the present
case the exclusion is partial, that is, T snare othc mother is reduced, site taking 1/6 instead of
1/3, which latter share she would have taken if the deceased had not left sisters. in ill. (g) also, the
exclusion of the mother is partial. Ill. (q) is a case of total exclusion.

It is stated in the Sirajiiyah (p. 28) that "A person excluded may, as all thc learned agree,
exclude others, as, if there be two brothers or sisters or more, on whichever side they are, they do
not inherit with the father of the deceased, jet they drive the mother from a third to a sixth". This
instance is split into ills. (e) and (g). Ill. (q) is another instance of the same rule. It is taken from
Baitlie's Digest Part 1, p. 706. The above rule does not apply where a particular heir is excluded by
custom or statute. Thus if the daughter is excluded by the Watan Act the wife's share is not reduced
from 1/4 to 1/8 (e). See sec. 59 above.

(t) Mother	 1/3
Sister	 (excluded by father)
Father	 2/3 (as residuary)

(g) Mother	 1/6 (because there is a brother end
also a sister)

Brother (f., c., or u.)	 ......(excluded by father)
Sister (f., c., or u.)	 (excluded by father)
Father	 5/6 (as residuary)

Note.— The mother takes 1/6, and not 1/3, where there are two or more brothers or two or
more sisters, or one brother and one sister, or two or more brothers and sisters. The brother and
sister, though they are excluded from inheritance by the father, prevent the mother from taking
the larger share 113. See note to ill. (3).

(h) Husband	 ..	 ..	 1/2	 .	 V. V. :1:

Mother	 ..	 ..	 .,1/6 (.1/3of 1/2)
Father	 ..	 ..	 113 (a.rpidtIarg)

Note.— But for the husband and father, the mother in this case would have taken 113, as there
are neither children not brothers nor sisters. As the deecased has left a husband and father, the
mother is entitled only to one-third of what remains after the husband's share is allotted to him.
The husband's share is 112, and what remains is 112, and 1,3 of 1/2 is 1/6. The reason of the rule is
clear, for if the mother took I the residue for the father would only be T7i1317that
is, half the share of the mother, while as a general rule, the share of a male is twice that of a terna le

of parallel grade (Sir. 22). For the case where deceased leaves a widow and father, see ill. (I) beiow.

(i) Husband	 1/2
Mother	 ..	 ..	 1/3
Father'sfather	 ..	 ..	 1/6 (as residuary)

Note.— The mother takes 1/3, for the father's father does not reduce her share from one-third
of the whole to one-third of the remainder after deducting the husband's share.

(j) Widow	 ..	 ..	 1/4	 *	 *-
Mother	 ..	 ..	 1/4 (=113of3/4)
Father	 ..	 ..	 1/2 (as residuary)

Note.— In this case, the mother would have taken 1)3 but for the widow and father, for there

(e) Arninabi v. .4basaheb (1931) 55 Born. 401,131 I.C. 89?. ('31) A.B. 266.

4
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are neither children nor brothers nor sisters. As the widow and father are among the surviving
beirs, the mother is entitled to one-third of the remainder after deducting the widow's share. The
widow's share is 1/4, the remainder is 3/4, and the mother's share is 113 of 3/4, that is, 1/4. See ill.
(h) above and the note thereto.

(k) Widow	 1/4
Mother	 1/3
Father's father	 5112 (as residuary)

Note.— The mother takes 1/3, for thefalher'sfather does not reduce her share from one-third
of the whole to one-third of the remainder after deducting the widow's share.

TRUE GRANDFATHER AND TRUE GRANDMOTHER

(I) Father's mother	 (being a true pat, grandmother, is
excluded by father)

Mother's mother	 ..	 ..	 1/6 (being a true mat, grandmother, is not
excluded byfather)

Father	 ..	 ..	 5/6 (as residuary)
Father's mother	 \	 1/6 (each taking 1/12)
Mother's mother 	 ..	 )
Father's father..	 ..	 5/6 (as residuary)

Note.— The father'smother is not excluded by the father's father, for the latter is not an
intermediate, but an equa4 true grandfather.

(n) Father's father's mother ..... . (excluded by father's father)
Father's father 	 (takes the whole as residuary)

Note.— The father's father's mother is excluded by the father's father for he is an
intermediate, true grandfather, the father's father's mother being related to the deceased through
him.

(o) Father's mother's mother 	 1/6
Father's father	 5/6/ (as residuary)

Note.— The father's mother's mother (who is a truepat, grandmother) is not excluded by the.
father's father (who is a true grandfather), for though he is nearer in degree, he is not in relation
to her an intermediate true grandfather, as the father's mother is not related to the deceased through
him, but through the father.

(p) Father's mother	 1/6
Mother's mother's mother 	 (excluded by father's mother who is

nearer true grandmother)
Father's fat her	 5/6 (as residuary)

(q) Father's mother	 (excluded by father)
Mother's mother's mother 	 excluded by father's mother who is a

nearer true grandmother)
Father	 takes the whole as residuary

Note.— This illustration is taken from Baillie, 706. The father's mother, though she is excluded
by the father, excludes the mother's mother's mother. This proceeds upon the rule that one who
is excluded may himself exclude others wholly or partially. See note to ill. (e): in that case the
exclusion of the mother by the sister was partial, for she did take a share, namely, 1/6. In the present
case, however, the exclusion of the mother's mother's mother is entire. It need hardly be stated
that if the deceased had not left the father's mother, the mother's mother's mother would have
taken 1/6, for being a true maternal grandmother, she is not excluded by the father.

DAUGHTERS AND SON'S DAUGHTERS h.1.s.

(r) Father	 1/6 (as sharer)
Mother	 ..	 1/6
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3 son's daughttn. of whom 
one is by one son and the 
ot.her two by allother son 2/3 (ea~h taking 2.9) 

51 

Note.- The son's daughters take per capita and not per stirpes. The two-thirds is not therefore 
divided into partli, one rOrllle liOn's daughter by one son, and the other ror the other tWO by another 
son; but it is divided into as many parts as there are son's daughters irrespective or the number or 
sons through whom they are related to the deceased. The reason is that the Sunni Mahomedan 
law does not recognize any right or representation (see s~3), and the son's daughters do not inherit 
as representing their respective fathers, but in their own right as grand-daughters of the deceased. 
Th~ same principle applies to the ca.~ of son's sons, brother's sons, uncles' sons, etc. See Table or 
Re~iduaries. 

(sj Father 1/6 (as sharer) 
Mother 1/6 
Daughter 1/2 
4 son's dOl/ghters 116 (each taking 1(24) 

Note.- There being only one daughter, the son's daughtcrs are nm entirely excluded from 
inheritance, but they take 1/6, which together with the daughter's 1/2, makes up 2/3, the full portion 
of daughters. '. 

<t) Father 1/6 (as sharer) 
Mother 1/6 
2 SOIts' daughters 2/3 
Son's son's dal/ghter . (excluded by son's daughters) 

(u) Father 1/6 (as sharer) 
Mother 1/6 
Son's ·dal/ghter 1/2 
Son 's son's dOl/gluer 1/6 

Note.-"- The rule of succession as between daughters and son's daughters applies, in the 
absence of daughters, as between higher son's daughters and lower son's daughters (Sir. 18)_ There 
being only one son's daughter in the present illustration, the son's son's daughter is not entirely 
excluded from inheritane:e, but she inherits 1/6, which together with the son's daughter's 1/2, makes 
up 2/3, the full share of ·son's daughters in the absence of daughters. 

(v) 

(w) 

(x) 

Mother 
2 Full sisters 
C. sister ~ -

U. sister (or u. brother) 

2 full sisters (or c. sisters) 
211. sisters (or/I. brothers) 

Full sister 
2c. sisters 

U. brother ) 
U. sister 

SISTERS 

1/6 
2/3 

1/6 

2/3 
1/3 ' 

'1/2 
1/6 

1/3 

(each taking 1/3) 
(excluded by full sisters) 

(each taking 1/3) 
(each taking 1/6) 

(each taking 1/i2) 

(each taking 1/6) 

. Note.- There being· only one fun sist~r, the consanguine sisters are not excluded from 
inheritance, but they inherit 1/6 w\)ich, together with the siste~'s 1/2, makes up 2/3, the collective 
share of full sisters in the ·inheritance (Sir. 21 J. . 

Su:o 14-23.-The principal point involved in the Table of Sharers are explained in. their proper 
places ~ the notes appended to the illustrations. The illustrations must be ~fully studied, as it 
IS very diffICult !o. understand the rules of succession without·them. The principles underlying the 
rules of successK>n are.~t out in the notes on sc;c. 65 below. It will be observed that the iIIusttations 
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are so framed that the sum total of the shares does not exceed unity. For eases in which the total
of the shares exceeds unity, see the next section.

The sharers are twelve in number. Of these there arc six that inherit under certain
circumstances as residuaries, namely, the father, the true grandfather, the daughter, the son's
daughter, the full sister, and the consanguine sister. See the list of Residuaries given in sec. 65
below, and the notes on that section.

64. Increase (AuL)— If it be found on assigning their respective shares to
the Sharers that the total of the shares exceeds unity the share of each Sharer
is proportionately diminished by reducing the fractional share to a common
denominator, and increasing the denominator so as to make it equal to the sum
of the numerators.

Illustrations

	(a) Husband	 ..	 1/2=3/6	 reduced to	 317
2 full sisters	 ..	 2/3=4/6	 4/7

	

7/6	 1
Note.— The sum total of 1/2 and 2/3 exceeds unity. The fractions are therefore reduced to a

common denominator, which, in this case, is 6. The sum of the numerators is 7, and the process
consists in substituting 7 for 6 as the denominator of the fraction 3/6 and 4/6. By so doing the total
of the shares equals unity. The doctrine of "Increase" is so called because it is by increasing the
denominator from 6 to 7 that the sum total of the shares is made equal to unity.

	

(b) Husband	 •	 ..	 1/2=3/6	 reduced to	 3/7

	

Full sister	 ..	 1/2=3/6	 "	 3/7
C. Sister	 ..	 ......	 1/6 1/6	 "	 1/7

7/6
(c) 2 full sisters	 ..	 ......	 2/3=4/6	 red-uced to	 4/7

2 ii. brothers (each taking 1/6) .. 	 ..	 ..	 1/2=2/6	 "	 2/7
Mother	 ..........	 1/6=1/6	 117

	7/6	 1

	

(d) Husband	 ..	 ......	 1/2=3/6	 reduced to	 3/8
2fiill sisters	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 2/3=4/6	 "	 4/8
Mother	 ..	 ......	 1/6=1/6	 1/8

	

8/6	 1

	

(e) Husband	 ..	 ......	 1/2=3/6	 reduced to	 3/8

	

Full sister	 ..	 ......	 1/2=3/6	 "	 3/
3 ii. sister (each taking 1/9) 	 ......	 I/32/6	 "	 2/8

	

8/6	 1
(I) Husband	 ..	 1/2=3/6	 reduced to	 2/9

	

2fil1 sisters	 ..	 ..	 2/3=4/6	 11

2 it sisters and i ii. brother
(each taking 1/9)

(g) Husband
Full sister
2 u. sisters and 2 it. brothers
(each 1/12)
Mother

1/3=216
	

2/9
9/6

1/2=3/6	 reduced to	 3/9
1/2=3/6	 3/9

1/3=2/6	 2/9
1/6=1/6	 1/9

9/6
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(h) Husband	 :	 ..	 112=3/6	 reduced to	 3/10
2fiuI sisters	 ..	 1/3=4/6	 "	 4/10
3 u. sisters and 5 ii. brothers
(each 1124) 	 ..	 1/3=2/6	 2/10
Mother	 ..	 1/61/6	 "	 1/10

10/6
(I) Widow	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 3/13

2 c. sisters	 ..	 2/3 =8/12	 "	 8/13
Mother	 ..	 1/6=2/I2	 "	 2/13

	

13/12	 -1

j) Husband	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 3/13
Mother	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 "	 2/13
2 daughters	 ..	 2/3 =8/12	 8/13

	

13/12	 1
(k) Husband	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 3/13

Mother	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 "	 2/13
Daughter	 ..	 1/2=6/12	 "	 6/13
Son's daughter	 .	 ..	 1/62/12	 "	 2/13

	

13/12	 1
() Widow	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 3/13

Mother	 ..	 113=5/12	 "	 4/13
Full sister	 ..	 1/2=6/12

13/12
(m) Widow	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 5/15

2fulI sisters	 ..	 2/3=8/12	 "	 8/15
2 it. sisters	 ..	 1/3=4/12	 "	 4/15

15/12
(n) Widow	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 3/15

2 full sisters	 ..	 Z(3=8/12	 "	 8/I5
U. sister	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 "	 2115
Mother	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 "	 2/15

..	 15/12
(0) Husband	 :	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 3/15

Father	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 "	 2/15
Mother	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 "	 2/15
3 daughters	 ..	 2/3=8/12	 "	 8/15

15/12
(p) Widow	 ..	 1/4=3/12	 reduced to	 3/17

2fitll sisters	 ..	 2/3=8/12	 "	 8/17
2u. sisters	 ..	 1/3=4/12	 "	 4/17
Mother	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 "	 2/17

-	 17/i2	 1
(q) Wife	 ..	 1/8=3/24	 reduced to	 3/27

2 daughters	 ..	 2/3 = 16/24	 "	 16127
Father	 ..	 1/6=4/24	 "	 4/27
Mother	 ..	 1/6=4/24	 "	 4/27

	

27(24	 1
Sir. 29-30.-- For cases in which the total of the shares is Ies than unity, see sec. 66 below.
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C'. - Residuañes

65. Residuaries.— If there are no Sharers, or if there are Sharers, but there
is a residue left after satisfying their claims, the whole inheritance or the residue
as the case may he, devolves upon Residuaries in the order set forth in the
annexed table (p. 54A).

Illustrations

[Note.— The residue remaining after satisfying the sharcrs' claims is indicated in the following
illustrations thus.l

No. 1.—Sons and Daughters

(a) Son	 ..	 2/3 \	 (as residuaries)
Daughter	 ..	 1/3. 1

Note.— The daughter cannot inherit as a sharer when there is a son. But if the heirs be a
daughier and a son's son, the daughter as a sharer will rake 1/2, and the son's son as a residuary
will take the remaining 112.

(b) 2 sons	 417 (as residuaries, each son taking 217)
3 daughters	 317 (as residuaries, each daughter taking 117)

(C) Widow	 1/8 (as sharer)
Son	 2/3 of (7/8)=7/12	 '\	 (as residuaries)

•	 Daughter 1/3 of(7/8)=7/24 .. 	 )
Note.—The residue after payment of the widow's share is 7/8.
(d) Husband	 1/4 (as sharer)

•	 Mother	 ..	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)
Son	 2/3of(7112)7/18	 \	 (asresiduaries)
Daughter	 1)3 of (7/12)=7/36	 )

Note.— The residue in the above case is 1—( 1/4+ 1/6)=7/12. If there were two sons and three
daughters, each son would take 217 of 7/12=116, and each daughter 1/7 of 7/12= 1/12.

No. 2—Son's Sons h.I.s. and Son's Daughters h.l.s.

(e) Son's son	 ..	 213 \	 (as residuaries)
Son's daughter	 1/3 )

Note.— Where there is a son's son, the son's daughter cannot inherit as a sharer but she
inherits as a residuary with him. Similarly, a son's son's daughter cannot inherit except as a residuary
when there is a son's son's son.

(f) 2 daughters	 ..	 ..	 2/3 (as sharers)
Son's son	 ..	 ..	 1/3 (as residuary)
Son's son's son	 ..	 ..	 (excluded by son's son)
Son's son's daughter	 ..	 ..	 (excluded both by daughters

and son's son. See Tab. of Sh., No.8)

(g) 2 daughters	 ..	 ..	 2/3 (as sharers)
Son's son	 213 of (1/3)=2/9\	 (asresiduaries)
Son's daughter 1)3 of(1/3)=I/9	 /

(h) Daughter	 ..	 ..	 1/2 (as sharer)
Son's son	 2J3of(112)=I/3\
Son's daughter 1/3 of (112) = 1/6 )

Note.— There being only one daughter, the son's daughter would have taken 1/6 as sharer
(see Tab. of Sit, No. 8), if the deceased had not left a son's son. But as the son's son is one of the
heirs, the son's daughter can inherit only as a residuary with the son's son.
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(I) Son's daughter	 .	 112 (as sharer)

Son's son's son	 ..	 ..	 1/2 (as residuary)

Note.— In this case the son's daughter is not precluded from inheriting as a sharer for there
is no relation who would preclude her from succeeding as a sharer (see Tab. of Sh., No 8 3rd
column). And it will be seen on referring to the Table of Residuaries that the only case in which
the son's daughter inherits as a residuary with the son's son's son (who is a lower son's son) is where

she is precluded from succeeding as a sharer Isee ill. (k) below.

(j) Daughter	 1/2 (as sharer)

Son's daughter	 ..	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer see Tab. of sh., No. 8)

Son's son's son	 2/3 of ( 13)=	 \ (as residuaries)
Son's son's daughter l/30f(l)3)h/9

Note.— There being only one daughter, the son's daughter is entitled to 1/6 as a sharer. Since
she is not precluded from inheriting as a sharer, she does not become a residuary with the son's
son's son (who is a lower son's son).

(k) 2 daughters	 2/3 (as sharers)

Son's daughters 1/3 of (1/3) = 1/9' 	 (as residuaries)
Son's son's son 2/3 of (1/3)=2/9 )

Note.— There being two daughters, the son's daughter cannot inherit as a sharer. She
therefore inherits as a residuary with the son's son's son (who is a lower son's son).

(I) 2 son's daughter	 2/3 (as sharers)

Son's son's son	 213 of (1/3)=2/9 \ 	 (as residuaries)
Son's son's daughter 1/3 of (1/3) 1/9)

Note.— The son's daughters in this case do not inherit as residuaries with the son's son's son,
for they are not precluded from inheriting as sharers.

(m) 2 daughters	 ..	 ..	 2/3 (as sharers)

Son's son's son	 2/4of(1/3)1/6

Son's daughter	 1/4 of (1/3)= 1/12	 (as residuary)

Son's son's daughter 1/4 of (113) 112

Note.— There being two daughters, the son's daughter cannot inherit as a sharer. She
therefore inherits as a residuary with the son's son's son (who is a lower son's son). The son's son's
daughter is entitled to inherit as a residuary with the son's son's son who is an equal son's son in
relation to her. Both these female relations inherit therefore as residuaries with the son's son's son,
each taking 1/12. This illustration presents two peculiar features. The one is that the son's son's
daughter, though remoter in degree, shares with the son's daughter. The other is that the son's
daughter succeeds as a residuary with a lower son's son. If this were not so, the son's son's daughter
would inherit to the exclusion of the son's daughter, as result directly opposed to the principle that
the nearest of blood must take first (Sir. 18-19).

No 3—Father

(n) Father	 ..	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)

Son (or son's son his.) ..	 ..	 5/6 (as residuary)	 V

Note.— Here the father inherits as a sharer. See Table of Sh., No. 1.

(0) Mother	 1/3 (as sharer)

Father	 2/3 (as residuary)

Note.— Here the father inherits as a residuary, as there is no child or child of a son b.l.s. See
Table of Sh., No. 1.

(p) Daughter	 1/2 (as sharer)

Father	 1/2 (1/6 as sharer+ 1)3 as residuary)

Note.— Here the father inherits both as a sharer and residuary. lie inherits as a shirer, for

there is a daughter, and hb inherits the residue 113 as a residuary, for there are neither illins nor
son's sons h.Ls. The father may inherit both as a sharer and residuary. He inherits simply atharer
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when there is a son or son's son h.l.s see ill. (n) above]. 1-fe inherits cmply as a residuary when
there arc neither children nor children of sons h.l.s Isee ill. (o) abovel. lie is both a sharer and a
residuary when there are only daughters or son's daughters (hJ.$), b" no sans or son's sons his.
as in the present illustration. The same remarks apply to the tr i-dfather h.h.s. In fact the
father and the true grandfather are the only relatic. .. who can inherit in bat/i capacities
s1Pnullaneously.

No. 4—True Grandfather h.h.s.

Note.— Substitute "true grandfather" for "father" in ills. (n), (a) and (p). The truegrandfather
will succeed in the same capacity and -:" .iKe the same share as the father in those illustrations.

S & 7—Brothers and Sisters

(q) husband	 ..	 112 (as sharer)
Mother	 1/6 (as sharer)
Brother	 2/3 of (11-3)=2/9 "	 (as rcsiduaries)
Sister	 I/3of(113)=1	 )

Note.— The siste r onot inherit as a sharer when there is a brother, but she takes the residu
with him.

Full brother (f)	 2/3 (as residuary)
Full sister	 1/3 (as residuary)
Con. sister	 (excluded by full brother)

The fact of the mutation of the name of the son cannot be conclusive on the point that his
sister had lost her right and interest in the property coming down from their father. It is still possible
for the sister to contend that the name of the brother had been mutated in a representative capacity,
but this fact had to be established by her by cogent evidence; otherwise the fact of the plots having
been exclusively mutated in the name of the brother would be strong evidence that the brother get
exclusive possession of the property on the death of the father and that the sister did not get such
possession and hence lost her rights. 1978 A.W.C. 577, Referred to, (M.P. Mehrotra. i] 1-lasan
l,ndad v. Additional Civil Judge, Azamgarh. 1979 A.W.C. 201.

No. 6—Full Sisters with Daughters and Son's Daughters

(r) Daughter (or son's
daughter h.l.s.)	 1/2 (as sharer)
Full iister	 1/2 (as residuary 1ø. 6)
Brotherc con	 (excluded by full sister who

is a nearer residuary)

Note.— T full sister inherits in three different capacitites: (I) as a sharer under the
circumstances set out in the Table of Shares; (2) as a residuary with full brother when there is a
brother; and, failing to inherit in either of these two capacities (3) as a residuary with daughters,
or son's daughters h.l.s. or one daughter and a son's daughter his. provided there is no nearer
residuary. Thus in the present illustration, the sister cannot inherit as a sharer, because there is a
daughter (or son's daughter Ws). And as there is no brother, she cannot inherit in the second of
the three capacities enumerated above. She therefore takes the residue 112 as a residuary with the
daughter (or son's daughter), for there is no residuary nearer in degree. If this were not so, the
brother's son, who is a more remote relation, would succeed in preference to her.

(s) 2 daughters (or son's
daughters h.l.s.)	 ..	 ..	 2/3 (as sharers)
Full sLcter	 ..	 ..	 1/3 (as residuary No. 6)

(t) 2 daughters (g)	 ..	 ..	 2/3 (as sharers)
Husband	 ..	 ..	 1/4 (as sharer)
Full sister	 ..	 ..	 1/12 (as residuary No. 6)

Abdul Karisu v. Msg. A,p,ai.uI.Ilohib (1922) 3	 (g) Mehcrjan v. Shajadi (1899) 24 Rom. 112. -
La h. 391, /Q l.(:. 205. ('23) A. 	 121.
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Father's pa:. uncle's son 	 ...	 (excluded by full sister who
is a nearer residuary)

(u) Daughter	 ..	 1/2 (as sharer)
Son's daughter	 ..	 116 (as sharer)
Full sister	 ..	 1/3 (as residuary No.6)

(v) Daughter	 ..	 1/2 (as sharer)
Son's daughter	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)
Mother	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)
Full sister	 ..	 1/6 (as residuary No. 6)

(w) Daughter	 ..	 1/2 (as sharer)
Son's diughzer	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)
Husband	 ..	 1/4 (as sharer)
Full sister	 ..	 1/12 (as residuary No. 6)

(x) Daughter	 ..	 1/2 (assharer)=6/12 reduced to 6/13
Son's daughter	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)=2/12	 "	 2/13
Husband	 ..	 1/4 (as sharer)= 3/12	 "	 3/13
Mother	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)=2/12	 "	 2/13
Full sister	 - (excluded)

13/12	 1
Note.— Here the only capacity in which the full sister could inherit is that of a residuary with

the daughter and son's daughter. But the residuary succeeds to the residue, if any, after the claims
of the sharers are satisfied, and in the present case there is no residue. The sum total of the sharers
exceeds unity, and the case is one of "Increase."

No. 8.—Consanguine Sisters with Daughters and Son's Daughters h.l.s.
Note.— Consanguine sisters inherit as residuarics with daughters and son's daughters in the

absence of full sisters. Substitute "consanguine sister" for "full sister" in ills. (r) to (x), and the
shares of the several heirs will remain the same, the consanguine sister taking the place of the full
sister. Substitute also in the note to ill. (r) "consanguine brother" for "full brother."

Consanguine brothers and brothers' sons are both residuaries but a consanguine brother
excludes a brother's son being a higher residuary. When this happens a consanguine sister gets a
share with the consanguine brother as a residuary and the daughter gets 1/2 share as a sharer-5 m:.
Kulswnunnissa v. Sint. Alimadi Begwn ('72) A. All. 219.

Other Residuaries

(y) Full sister	 ..	 1/2 (as sharer)
C. sister	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)
Mother	 ..	 1/6 (as sharer)
Brother's son	 ..	 1/6 (as residuary)

(z) Widow	 ..	 14 (as sharer)
Mdther	 ..	 0- (as sharer)
Pat. uncle	 ..5/12 (as residuary)

(aa) Full sister (It)	 ..	 112 (as sharer)
Pat. uncle's sons	 ..	 1/2 (as residuaries)

Sir. 18-21 and 23-26. Some of the important point involved in the Table of Residuaries are
explained in the notes appended to the illustrations.

Classification of Residuaries.— All residuaries are related to the deceased through a male.
The uterine brother and sister are related to the deceased through a female, that is, the mother,
and they do not therefore find a place in the List of Residuaries. The Siraji)yah divides residuaries
into three cL...CS, viz., (I) residuaries in their own rig/it. these are all males comprised in the List

(h) MA (Jhujam v. Nw' Hasan (1922) 3 Lah. 278.69 I.C. 1000. ('22) A.L. 406.
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of Residuaries; (2) residuaries in the right of another: these are the four female residuaries, namely,
the daughter as a residuary in the right of the son, the son's daughter his. as a residuary in the
right of the son's son his., the full sister in the right of the full broTher, and the consanguine sister
in the right of the consanguine brother; and (3) rcsiduaries with others, namely, the fuil sister and
consanguine sister, when they inherit as residtaaries with daughters and sons' daughter his. But if
regard is to be had to the order of succession, residuaries may be divided into four classes, the first
class comprising descendants uf the deceased, the second class his ascendants, the third the
descendants of the deceased's father, and the fourth the descendants of the deceased's 1rue
grandfather h.h.s. This classification has been adopted in the Table of Residuaries. The division of
Distant Kindred into four classes proceeds upon the same basis

Residiiaries that are primarily Sharers.— It will be noticed on referring to the Table of
Sharers and Residuaries that there are six sharers who inherit under certain circumstances as
residuaries. These are the father and true grandfather h.h.s., the daughter and son's daughter h.l.s.,
and the full sister and consanguine sister. Of these, only the father and true grandfather inherit in
certain events both as sharers and residuaries )sec ill. (p) above, and the note thereto). In fact they
are the only relations who can inherit at the same time in a double capacity. The other four, who
are all females, inherit either as sharers or rcsiduaries. The circumstances under which they inherit
as sharers are set out in the Table of Sharers. They succeed as residuaries and can succeed in the
capacity alone, when they are combined with male relations of a parallel grade. Thus the daughter
tht'terits as a sharer when there is no son. But when there is a son, she inherits as a residuary, and
can inherit in that capacity alone; not that when there is a son she is excluded from inheritance, but
that in that event she succeeds as a residuary, the presence of the son merely altering the character
of her heirship. Similarly, the son's daughter h.i.s. inherits as a residuary when there is an equal
son's son. And in like manner, the full sister and consanguine sister succeed as residuaries when
they co-exist with the full brother and consanguine brother respectively. The curious reader may
ask why it is that the said four female relations are precluded from inheriting as sharers when they
exist with males of parallel grade? The answer appears to be this, that if they were allowed to inherit
as sharers under those circumstances, it might be that no residue would remain for the
corresponding males (all of whom are residuaries only), that is to say, though the females would
have a share of the inheritance, the corresponding males, though of an equal grade, might have no
share of the inheritance at all. To take an example: A dies leaving a husband, a father, aniother, a
daughter, and a son. The husband will take 1/4, the father 1/6. and the mother 1/6. If the daughter
were allowed to inherit as a sharer, her share would be 1/2, and the total of the shares would then
be 13/12, so that no residue would remain for the son. It is, it seems, to maintain a residue for the
males that the said females are precluded from inheriting as sharers when they co-exist with
corresponding male relations.

The principle which regulates the successions of lull and consanguine sisters as residuaries
which daughters and son's daughter h.l.s. is explained in the notes appended to ill. (r).

Female residuarles.—There are two more points t;-j he rioted in connection v'th female
residuaries, which are stated below.

(I) The female residuaries are four in number of whom two are descendants 01 the deceased,
namely, the daughter and son's daughter h.l.s., and the other two are descendants of the deceased's
father, namely, the full sstcr and consanguine sister. No other female can inherit ai a residuary.

(2) All the four females inherit as residuanies with corresponding males of a pa rallel grade.
But none of these except the sons daughter h.l.s. can succeed as a residuary with the male lower
In degree than herself. Thus the daughter cannot succeed as a residuary with the son's son, nor the
sister with the brother's son; but the son's daughter may inherit as a residuary not only with the
son's son but with the son's son's son or other lower son's son: see ill. (m) and the note thereto.

Principles of succession among Sharers and Residuaries.—It will be seen from the Table
of Sharers and Residuarics that certain relations entirely exclude others from inheritance. This
proceeds upon the following principles laid down in the Sirajiyynh in the part headed "Of
Exclusion":—

(1) "Whoever is related to the deceased through any person shall not inherit while that person
is living" (Sir. 27). Thus the father excludes brothers and sisters. And since uterine brothers and
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sisters are related to the deceased through the mother, it must follow that they should be excluded
by the mother. A reference, however, to the Table of Shares will show that these relations are not

excluded by the mother. The reason is that the mother, when she stands alone, is not entitled to

the whole inheritance in one and the same capacity as the lather would be if he stood alone, but

partly as a sharer and partly by "Return" (Sir. 27; Sharifi)yah, 49). Thus if the father be the sole

surviving heir he will succeed to the whole inheritance as a residuary. But if the mother be the sole

heir she will take 1/3 as sharer, and the remaining 2/3 by Return (see sec. 53 below). For this reason
the mother does not exclude the uterine brother and sister from inheriting with her.

(2) "The nearest of blood must take" (Sir. 27), that is, the nearer in degree exclude the more
remote. The exclusion of the true grandfather by the father, of the true grandmother by the mother,
of the son's son by the son, etc., rests upon this principle. These cases may also be referred to the
first principle set out above.

It will have been seen that the daughter, though she is nearer in degree, does not exclude the
brother's son or his son. Thus if the surviving relations be a daughter and a brother's son, the
daughter takes 112, and the brother's son takes the residue. The reason is that the daughter in this
case inherits as a sharer, and the brother's son as a residuary, and the principle laid down above

applies only as between relations b"!onging to the same class of heirs. The above principle may,

therefore, be read thus: "Within the limits of ear/i class of heirs, the nearer in degree excludes the

more remote."
Again, it will have been seen that the father, though nearer in degree, does not exclude the

mother's mother or her mother; nor does the mother exclude the father's father or his father. The
reason is that the above principle is to be read with further limitations, which we shall proceed to
enumerate. These limitations are nowhere stated in the Sirajiyyah or in any other work of authority,
but they appear to have been tacitly recognized in the rules governing succession among Sharers
and Residuaries.

(3) After stating the two principles mentioned above, the Siraji)yah (p. 28) goes on to say that
"a person excluded may, as all the learned agree, exclude others." See ills. (e), (g) and (q) to sec.
50 above, and the note to ill. (e).

There are five heirs that are always entitled to some share of the inheritance, and they are in
no case liable to exclusion. These are (1) the child, i.e., son or daughter, (2) father, (3) mother, (4)
husband, and (5) wife (Sir. 27). These are the most favoured heirs, and we shall call them, for
brevity's sake, Primary Heirs. Next to these, there are three, namely, (I) child of a son, h.l.s., (2)
true grandfather h.h.s. and (3) true grandmother h.h.s. These three are the Substitutes of the
corresponding primary heirs. The husband or wife can have no substitute. The following two lines
indicate at a glance the primary heirs and their substitutes:—

Primary heirs	 Child	 Father	 Mother

Substitutes	 Child of a son h.l.s.	 Tr. G.F.	 Tr. G.M.

The right of succession of the substitutes is governed by the following rules:—

(1) No substitute is entitled to succeed so long as there is the corresponding primary heir. To
this there is an exception, and that is when there is no son, but a daughter and a son's daughter in
which ease the daughter takes 1/2, and the son's daughter (though a substitute) takes 1/6: see Tab.
of Sb., No. 8.

(2) The child of a son h.l.s. is always entitled to succeed, when there is no child.

(3) The Tr. G.F. is always entitled to succeed, when there is no father.

(4) The mother's mother is always entitled to succeed, when there is no mother. The father's
mother is always entitled to succeed, if there he no mother and no father.

(5) All relations who are excluded by primary heirs are also excluded by their substitutes. Thus
full and consanguine sisters and uterine brothers and sisters are excluded by the child and the
father. They are also excluded therefore by the child of son h.Ls. and by the true grandfather (i).

	

(1) It may here be stated that though. according to 	 the view of Abu Yusuf and Muhammad, but is put to

	

the opinion of Abu Hanifa. the true grandfather	 the election as between certain shares (Sir. 40-42).

	

excludes brothers and sisters whether lull or	 But the latterview is not generally adopted, and it is

	

consanguine, he does not exclude them according to	 unnecessary to set it out here.
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Residue.— The son, being a residuary, is entitled to the residue left after satisfying the claims
of sharers. At the same-time it must have been seen that a son is always entitled to some share of
the inheritance. To enable the son to participate in the inheritance in every case, it is necessary that
some residue must always be left when the son is one of the surviving heirs, and this, in fact, is
always so; for the shares are so arranged and the rules of succession are so framed that when the
son is one of the heirs some residue invariably remains. And since in the absence of the father the
true grandfather hhs, is entitled to some participation in the inheritance, it will be found that in
every case where he is one of the surviving heirs some residue is always left. No case of "increase"
can therefore take place when these residuaries are amongst the surviving heirs.

66. Return (Radd.)— If there is a residue left after satisfying the claims of
Sharers, but there is no Residuary, the residue reverts to the Sharers in
proportion to their shares. This right of reverter is technically called "Return"
or Md.

Exception.— Neither the husband nor the wife is entitled to the Return so
long as there is any other heir, whether he be a Sharer of a Distant Kinsman.
But if there be no other heir, the residue will go to the husband or the wife, as
the case may be, by Return.

Illustrations
(a)A Mahomedan dies leaving a widow as his sole heir. The widow will take 1/4 as sharer, and

the remaining 3/4 by Return. The surplus 314 does not eschew to the Crown: MahomedArshod v.
Sajida Banoo (j); Bafatun v. Bilaiti Khanwn (k); Mir hub v. Isab (1).

(b) husband	 ..	 112

Mother	 ..	 112	 (1/3 as sharer and 1/6 by Return)
Note:.— The husband is not entitled to the Return, as there is another sharer, the mother. The

surplus 1/6 will therefore go to the mother by Return.
	(C) Husband	 ..	 1/4

	

Daughter	 ..	 3/4	 (1/2 as sharer and 1/4 by Return)
(d) Wife	 1/4

Sister (f. or c.)
	 3/4	 (1/2 as sharer and 1/4 by Return)

(e) Wife	 1/8
Son's daughter	 7/8

	 (1/2 as sharer and 3/8 by Return)
(I) Mother	 1/6

	
increased to 1/4

Son's daughter	 112 =
	

J"	 3
4/6	 1

Note.— In this and in illustrations (g) to (k) it will be observed that neither the husband nor
the wife is among the surviving heirs. The rule in such a case is to reduce the fractional shares to
a common denominator, and to decrease the denominator of those shares so as to make it equal
to the sum of the numerators. Thus in the present illustration, the original shares, when reduced
o a common denominator, are 1/6 and 3/6. The total of the numerators is 1+3=4,  and the ultimate

shares will therefore be 1/4 and 3/4 respectively.
(g) Father's mother	 \	 1/6	 increased to	 115	 (each taking 1/10)

Mother's mother	 )
2 daughters	 2/3=4/6	 "	 4/5

	

37	 -r
(h) Mother	 ..	 1/6 increased to	 115

Daughter	 112=3/6	 "	 3/5

Son's danghter	 1/6	 "	 1/5

	

5/6	 1

(j)( 1878)3 Cal. 702.	 (I) (1920)44 Born. 947,581C. 48.
(k) (1903) 30 Cat. 683.
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(I) Father's mother
Mother's. mother
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)	
1/6	 increased to	 1/5
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hdl sister	 1f2=3/6	 "	 3/5
C. sister	 1/6	 "	 115

5/6 -1
(j) Full sister	 1/2=3/6 increased to	 3/5

C. sister	 1/6	 115
U sister	 1/6	 "	 115

	

7g	 -1
(k) Mother	 1/6 increased to	 1/5

Full sister	 1/2=3/6	 "	 3/5
U. brother	 1/6	 1/5

37
(I) Husband	 1/4	 —4/16Mother	 1/6	 increased to	 1/4	 of(3/4)=3/16Daughter	 112=3/6	 "	 3/4	 of(3/4)=9/16

	

11/12	 1Note:— In this and in ills. (m) to (r), it will be observed that either the husband or the wife is
one of the surviving heirs. Since neithe r the husband nor the wife is entitled to the Return when
there are other sharers, his or her share will remain the same, and the shares of the others will be
increased by reducing them to a common denominator, and then decreasing the denominator of
the original fractional share so as to make it equal to the sum of the numerators, and multiplying
the new fractional shares thus obtained by the residue after deducting the husband's or wife's share.
Thus in the present illustration the shares of the mother and daughter, when reduced to a common
denominator, are 1/6 and 3/6 respectively. The total of the numerators is 1+3=4, and the new
fractional shares will thus be 1/4, and 3/4 respectively. The residue after deducting the husband's
share is 3/4, and the ultimate shares of the mother and daughter will therefore be 1/4 of 3/4=3/16
and 3/4 of 3/4=9/16 respectively.

(m) Wife	 1/8	 =4/32Mother	 1/6 increased to	 1/4	 of(718)=7/32Daughter	 1/2=3/6	 11
	 of (7/8)=21/32

(n) Wife
Mother
2 son's daughters

(0) Husband
U brother
U. sister

(p) Wife
U brother
U sister

(q) Wife
Full sister
C. sister

(r) Wife

19/D-
1/8
1/6
4/6

23/24
1/2
1/6
1/6
5/6
1/4
1/6
1/6

7/12
1/4

1/2=3/6
1/6

11/12
1/4

increased to	 1/5
4/5

increased to	 112
1/2

increased to	 1/2
1/2

increased to	 3/4
11

=5/40
of (7/8) = 7/40
of (7/8) =28/40

=2/4
of(1/2)=1/4
of(112)=1/4

=2/8
of (3/4)=3/8
of (3/4)=3/8

=4/16
of(3/4)=9/16
of(3/4)=3/16

1/4
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U. brother
U. sister
Mother

	

1/6	 increased to	 1/3	 of(3/4)=I/4

	1/6	 11
	 of(3/4)=1/4

	

1/6	 1/3	 of(3/4)=1/4

	

97I	 -r

(s) Husband	 1/2
Daughter's con	 1/2

Note:.— The daughter's son belongs to the class of distant kindred. The husband is not
therefore entitled to the surplus by Return and the same will go to the daughter's son as a distant
kinsman.

(t) Wife	 1/4
Brother's daughter	 3/4

Note.— The brother's daughter belongs to the class of distant kindred. The surplus will
therefore go to her, as the wife is not entitled to the Return (m).

Sir. 37-40.
Residuaries for special cause.-- A residuary for special cause is a person who inherits from a

freed man by reason of the manumission of the latter (n). According to Mahomedan law proper,
if a manumitted slave dies without Jeaving any residuary heir by religion, the manumitter is entitled
to succeed to the residue in preference to the right of the sharers to take the residue by Return
(Sir. 25-26). But residuaries for special cause have no place in Mahomedan law as administered
by the Courts of India since the abolition of slavery in 1843.

Husband and wife.— The rule of law as stated in the exception as regards the right of the
husband and wife to Return is different from that set out in the Sirajiyyah. According to the latter
authority, neither the husband nor the wife is entitled to the Return in any case, not even if there
be no other heir, and the surplus goes to the Public Treasury (Sir. 37). "But although that was the
original rule, an equitable practice has prevailed in modern times of returning to the husband or
to the wife in default of other sharers by blood and distant kindred," and this practice has been
adopted by our Courts. See the cases cited in ill. (a) above.

Husband or wife can inherit as sharers and also as distant kindred. But 'return' is not possible
as sharers in their case. They are, however, not excluded from the 'return' in their other capacity
as distant kindred.

In this case the husband inherited his share as a sharer and the residue in his capacity as a
distant kindred by way of 'return'. Baillie's Digest of Mohammedan Law p. 287, Babu Ram Verma's
Mahommedan Law, Tyabji's Muhammad/rn Law p.892 referred to.

A person capable of inheriting in two capacities is entitled to inherit in both capacities.
Maziranne.csa v. Khondkar Gola,n Kibria ('70) A. Cal. 387.

When a Hanafi Mohammedan dies leaving a husband or wife and there are no residuaries
the husband or the wife, as the case may be take their full share and the residue is divided among
distant kindred. There is no 'return' for them. (Paragraph 66 of Mulla's Mahomedan Law
approved).

If there are no other heirs (including distant kindred) the husband or the widcv, as the case
may be takes the whole estate and the residue does not go to the bait-ul-,nal (state treasury): Msi.
.Soobhanee v. lihetun Set. Rep. SDA 346 and MahomedArsad choudhury v. Sajida Banoo I.L.R.
(1878) 3 cal. 702 referred to. (See Para 67). A/i Sahib v. Hajra Begurn ('68) A. Mys. 351.

"Return" distinguished from "Increase '- Return is the converse of Increase. The case of
Return takes place when the total of the shares is less than unity; the case of Increase, when the
total is greater than unity. In the former case the shares undergo a rateable increase; in the latter
a rateable decrease.

Father and trite grandfather.— When there is only one sharer, he succeeds to the whole
inheritance, to his legal share as sharer, and to the surplus by Return. When the father is the sole
surviving heir, he succeeds to the whole inheritance as a residuary, for he cannot inherit as a sharer

(m) See Koonari V. Dali,': (1884)1 Cal. 14.	 164.
(n) Rumsey's Moohumrnudan Law Of Inheritance.
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when there is no child or thud of a son h.I.s. (see Table of Sh., No. 1). The same remarks apply to
the case of the true grandfather when he is the sole surviving heir. 	-

D. - Distant Kindred "

67. Distant Kindred.— (1) If there be no shares or Residuaries, the
inheritance is divided amongst Distant Kindred.

(2) If the only sharer be a husband or wife, and there be no relation
belonging to the class of Residuaries, the husband or wife will take his or her
full share, and the remainder of the estafe will be divided among Distant
Kindred.

Sir, 13. It will have been seen from the preceding section that a husband or wife, though a
sharer, does not exclude distant kindred from inheritance when be or she is the sole surviving heir.
See sec. 66 and ills. (s) and (0 to that section.

In proceedings forsubstitution of legal representatives, a residuary hs preference over distant
kindred. Sk Akbar,4/j V. Smi. Lokinan (1972)'2 C.W.R. 1969.

68. Four Classes.— (1) Distant Kindred are dividçd into four classes,
namely, (1) descendants of the deceased other than sharers and rcsiduaries; (2)
ascendants of the deceased other than sharers and residuaries; (3) descendants
of parents other than sharers and residuaries; (4) descendants of ascendants
how highsoever other than residuaries. The descendants of the deceased
succeed in priority to the ascendants, the ascendants of the deceased in priority
to the descendants of parents, and the descendants of parents in preference to
the descendants of ascendants.

(2) The following is a list of Distant Kindred comprised in each of the four
classes:—

I. Descendants of the deceased:—
I. Daughter's children and their descendants.
2. Children of son's daughters h.l.s. and their descendants.

II. Ascendants of the deceased:-
1. False grandfathers h.h.s.
2. False grandmothers h.h.s.

IlL Descendants of parents:-
1. Full brothers' daughters and their descendants.
2. Can. brothers' daughters and their descencants.
3. Ut-^r inc b'thers' children and their descendants,
4 Daughters of full brothers' sons hJ.s. and their descendants.
5. Daughters of con. brothers tons his, and their descendants.
6. Sisters' (L, c., or Ut.) children and their descendants.

IV. Descendants of immediate grandparents (true or false):—.
J. Full pat, uncles' daughters and their descendants.
1 Con. pat. uncles' daughters and their descendants.
3. Uterine pat. uncles and their children and their descendants.
4. Daughters of full pat. uncles' son h.l.s and their descendants.
S. Daughters of con. pat. uncles' son hi.s and their descendants.
6. Pat. aunts (f., c., or Ut.) and their children and their descendants.
7. Mat. uncles and aunts and their children and their descendants.

and
descendants of remoter ancestors h.h.s. (true or false).



64	 MAHOMEDAN LAW	 [S. 68

(3) The order of precedence among Distant Kindred in each class and the
rules by which such order is determined are given in secs., 69 to 79. They are
not given here in order of succession.

Sir. 44-46. The Sirajiyyah does not enumerate all relations belonging to the class of Distant
Kindred, but mentions only some of them. Hence it was thought at one time that "distant kindred"
were restricted to the specific relations mentioned in the Siraji)yah. But this view has long since
been rejected as erroneous, and it is now firmly cstabltslied that all rclationswho are neithersharerS
nor rcsiduaricS are distant kindred (o).

Class I of Distant Kindred

Difference between doctrines of Imam Mujiam,nad and Abu Yusuf— When we come to
Distant Kindred, we find that there are two sets of rules for each class, one for determining the
order of succession, and the other for determining the shares. In each class we have first to
determine which of the relations are entitled to succeed; this is done by applying certain rules which
are called Rules of Exclusion. After so doing, we have to assign shares to these relations; this is
done with the help of certain other rules.

It is when we conic to the class of Distant Kindred that we find a remarkable difference of
opinion between Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad, the two great disciples of Abu Hanifa. The
doctrine of Abu Yusuf is very simple, but unhappily it has not been accepted by the 1-lanafi Sunnis
in India. It. is the doctrine of Imam Muhammad that is followed in India and this doctrine is much
too complicated (p). Moreover, the doctrine of Imam Muhammad is followed by the author of the
SirajiWah, and apparently by the author of the S/iarifiyyah (q). The Fatawa Alamgiri does not
express any preference either way (r). The High Court of Calcutta has also expressed its preference
for the opinion of Imam Muhammad (s). Since the opinion of Abu Yusuf is not followed in India,
we have confined ourselves in the following sections to the doctrine of Imam Muhammad, and the
difference between the two systems is pointed out in the notes. It must not, however, be supposed
that the two systems differ in all respects and at all stages. So long as the intermediate ancestors
do not differ in their sexes or blood, there is no difference at all between the two systems. The
difference comes in only in those cases where the intermediate ancestors arc-

(i) of different sexes as where some are males and others in the same generation are
females; or where they are

(ii) of different blood, as where some are of whole blood and others in the same generation
are of half blood.

Abu Yusuf declines to take any notice of the sex or blood of intermediate ancestors or, as they

are called "roots." According to him, regard should be had to the sex and blood of the actual

clavnants,or, as they are called, "branches." The result is that according to his doctrine, the property
is to be divided in the same manner as is done among son's sons and son's daughter as residuartes,
that is to say, per capita, each male claimant taking a share double that of each female claimant.

According ;c Imam Muhammad, regard should be had not only to the sex and blood of the
actual claimants. but also of the interrncd ,ate ancestors.

Where the intermeeliate ancestors differ in their sexes, the two systems differ as to the shares

to be allotted to the claimants. This difference in the shares manifests itself when claimants are
descendants where they be descendants of the deceased as in class I or of brothers and sisters as
in class III, or of uncles and aunts as in class IV.

Where the intermediate ancestors differ in blood, the two systems differ as to the order of

succes.siOo. This difference in the order of succession manifests itself in class III when the surviving
relations happen to be the descendants some of full or consanguine brothers or sisters, and some
of uterine brothers or sisters. It cannot manifest itself in class I and class II, for there can he no
difference of blood among the incrmediatc ancestors in those classes. Nor can it manifest itself in

tee ihi ( 1902) 29	 l. 7J 5.	 (qiSir 49.50S ar. 95

	

p) Macitaghien, p. 9 (fool-1101c); B-aitticS	 (r) llaitlie. 716, 717.

	

Moohummudan Law of lnhcritancc, p. 92: Rumsey's 	 (s) Akbar.lh v. At/ar 11th, (1931)58 Cal. 366. 130

	

Moohummadun Law of lnhcntancc, p. 65; Amccr	 I.C. 873, ('31) A.C. 155.
au, Vol. II. (5th Ed.), p.59.
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class IV, where the claimants are the descendants of uncles and aunts.
Before we proceed further, we may observe that among Re.riduaries there cannot be any

difference of blood or sex among intermediate ancestors as may happen among Distant Kindred

69. Rules of exclusion.— The first class of Distant Kindred comprises such
of the descendants of the deceased as are neither Sharers nor Residuaries. The
order of succession in this class is to be determined by applying the following
two rules in order [Sir. 47]:—

Rule (1).— The nearer in degree excludes the more remote.
The fundamental rule of Mohammadan Law regarding succession is that e nearer in degree

excludes the more remote. The distribution between the patertal side and the maternal side in the
ratio of 2/3 and 1/3 to each side comes into the picture only when the heirs am ascertained and
such heirs happen to fall on both the sides but in the task of ascertaining the heirs the fundamental
rule is that the nearer in degree excludes the more remote. This makes it clear that children of the
uncles and aunts and their grand-children cannot succeed together. [M.P. Mehrotra, 1.] Mohd.
Flaseeb v. Sm! Mehrunnissa, 1978 All. U. 558.

Sir. 7. Thus a daughter's son or a daughter's daughter is preferred to a son's daughter's
daughter. The daughter's son and the daughter's daughter are the nearest distant kindred, and
they exclude all other distant kindred.

Rule (2).— Among claimants in the same degree of relationship, the
children of Sharers and Residuarics are preferred to those of Distant Kindred.

Sir. 47. Thus a son's daughter's son, being a child of a sharer (son's daughter) succeeds in
preference to a daughter's daughter's son, who is the child of a distant kinswoman (daughter's
daughter).

70 Order of rccession.— The rules set forth in section 69 lead to the
following order of succession among Distant Kindred of the first class:—

(1) Daughter's children.
(2) Son's daughters' children.
(3) Daughters' grandchildren.
(4) Sons' sons' daughters' children.
(5) Daughters' great-grandchildren and sons' daughters' grandchildren.
(6) Other descendants of the deceased in like order.

Of the above groups each in turn must be exhausted before any member "f
the next group can succeed.

Note that No. (1) belongs to the second generation, Nos. (2) and (3) to the third generation,
and Nos (4) and (5) to the fourth generation. No. (2) excludes No.3 by reason of sec. 69, rule (2).
For the same reason No. (4) excludes No. (5).

71. Allotment of Shares.— After ascertaining which of the descendants of
the deceased are entitled to succeed, the next step is to distribute the estate
among them. The distribution in this class is governed by the following rules:—

Rule (1).— If the inteimediate ancestors do not differ in their sexes, the
estate is to be divided among the claimants per capita according to the rule of
double share to the male [Sir. 471.

Illustrations

(a) Daughter's son	 ..	 ..	 2/3
Daughter's daughter 	 ..	 ..	 1/3

(b) Daughter's son's son 	 .	 ..	 2/3
Daughter's son's daughter	 ..	 1,3

(C) 2 sons of daughter 	 ..	 ..	 4/5 (each taking 2/5)
1 daughter of daughter B	 ..	 1/5

5
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Note.— To divide the estate per stirpes is to assign 1/2 to the two sons, and 1/2 to the daughter,
that being the portion of their respective parents, Al and  B.

(d) 2 sons of a daughter's
daughter A	 ..	 4/6 (each 2/6 or 113)
2 daughters of a daughter's
daughter B	 216 (each 1/6)

Note.— To divide the estate per stirpes is to assign 112 to the two sons and 1/2 to the two
daughters.

Doctrine ofAbu Ywuf-- The distribution will be the same according also to Abu Yusuf. In
each of the above cases it will be seen that the sexes of the intermediate ancestors are the same.
But if the claimants be a daughter's daughter's son and a daughter'sson 's daughter, the case is one
in which the intermediate ancestors difer in their sexes. In such a case also, according to Abu 'Yusuf,
the rule to be followed is Rule (1), so that the former, being a male, will take 2/3 and the tatter,
being a female, will take 1/3; the reason being that according to Abu Yusuf regard is to be had
solely to the sexes of the claimants *(see "Difference between doctrines of Imam Muhammad and
Abu Yusuf', p.86), According to Imam Muhammad, regard should be had also to the sexes of the
intermediate ancestors, and the distribution is to be made according to rule (2) below, which, it will
be seen, is a distributionperstzrpes. though not entirely such as in the Shia law.

Rule (2).— If the intermediate ancestors differ in their sexes, the estate is
to be distributed according to the following rules [Sir. 48-501:

(a) The simplest case is where there are only two claimants, the one claiming
through one line of ancestors, and the other claiming through another line. In
such a case, the rule is to stop at the first line of descent in which the sexes of
the intermediate ancestors differ, and to assign to the male ancestor a portion
double that of the female ancestor. The share of a male ancestor will descend
to the claimant who claims through him, and the share of the female ancestor
will descend to the claimant who claims through her, irrespective of the sexes
of the claimants.

Illustrations
A Mahomedan dies leaving a daughter's son's daughter and daughter's daughter's son, as

shown in the following table:-
Proposilus

Is: line	 daughter	 daughter

2nd line	 son	 daughter

	

I	 I
3rd line	 daughter	 SOfl

In this case, the ancestors first differ in their sexes in the second line of descent, and it is at
this point that the rule of a double portion to the male is to be applied. This is done by assigning
213 to the daughter's son and 113 to the daughter's daughter. The 2/3 of the daughter's son will go
to his daughter, and the 1/3 of the daughter's daughter will go to her son. Thus we have

daughter's son's daughter	 ..	 ..	 2/3
daughter's daughter's son	 ..	 ..	 1/3

According to Abu Yusuf, the shares will be 1/3 and 2/3 respectively.
Note.— Where the deceased leaves descendants in the fourth or remoter generation the rule

of the double share to the male is to be applied in every successive line in which the intermediate
ancestors differ in their sexes. Sec ill. (b) to sub-rule (C) below.

(b) The next case is where there are three or more claimants, each claiming
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through a different line of ancestors. Here again, the rule is to stop at the first
line in which the sexes of the intermediate ancestors differ, and to assign to each
male ancestor a portion double that of each female ancestor. But in this case
the individual share of each ancestor does not descend to his or her descendants
as in the preceding case, but the collective share of all the male ancestors is to
be divided among all the descendants claiming through them, and the collective
share of all the female ancestors is to be divided among their descendants,
according to the rule, as between claimants in the same group, of a double
portion to the male.

illustrations

(a)A Mahomedan dies leaving a daughter's son's daughter, a daughter's daughter's son, and
a daughter's daughter's daughter, as shown in the following table:-

Propositus

	

I	 I
daughter	 daughter	 daughter

son	 daughter	 daughter
I	 I

daughter	 son	 daughter
In this case, the ancestors differ in their sex An the second line of descent. In that line we have

one male and two females. The rule of the double share to the male is to be applied, first, in this
line of descent, so that we have

daughter's sort 	 ..	 1/2

daughter's daughter 	 ..	 1/4 \	 112 (collective share of female
daughter's daughter 	 ..	 1/4 )	 ancestors).

The daughter's son stands alone, and therefore his share descends to his daughter. The two
female ancestors, namely the daughter's daughters, from a group, and their collective share is 1/2,
which will be divided between their descendants, that is, the daughter's daughter's son and
daughter's daughter's daughter in the proportion again of two to one, the former taking
2/3 x 112 = 1/3 and the latter 113 x 1/2 = 1/6.

Thus we have
daughter's son's daughter 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 112=3/6

daughter's daughter's son 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 1/3=2/6

daughter's daughter's daughter 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 1/6=1/6

According to Abu Yusuf, the shares will be 1/4, 112 and 1/4 respectively.

(b) A Mahomedan dies leaving a daughter's daughter's son, a daughter's son's son and a
daughter's son's daughter, as shown in the following table:-

Propositus

daughter	 daughter	 daughter

	

I	 I
daughter	 son	 son

I	 I
son	 son	 daughter

[In the preceding illustration we had one male and two females in the first line in which the
sexes differed. In the present case, we have one female and two males in that line.]

First ascertain what is the line of descent in which t he sexes first differ. That line is the second
line of descent.

Next, assume the relations in that line to be so many children of the deceased and determine
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their shares upon that footing. The shares therefore will be, daughter's daughter 1/5, and each
daughter's son 2/5, the collective share of the two daughters' sons being 4/5. Assign the 1/5 of

daughter's daughter to her son.
Lastly, divide the 4/5 of the two male ancestors between their descendants as if they were

children of one ancestor, assigning a double portion to the male descendant. Thus, the daughter's
son's son takes 2/3 x 4/5 = 8/15, and the daughter's son's daughter 1/3 x 4/5 = 4/15. Thus we have

daughter's daughter's son	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 1/5=3/15

daughter's son's son	 ..	 ..	 ..	 8/15

daughter's son's daughter 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 4/15

According to Abu Yusuf, the shares will be 2/5, 2/5 and 1/5 respectively.
(c) A Mahomedan dies leaving a daughter's son's son, a daughter's son's daughter, a

daughter's daughter's son, and a daughter's daughter's daughter, as shown in the following table:-
Propositus

daughter	 daughter	 daughter	 daughter

I	 I
son	 son	 daughter	 daughter

$	 I	 I
son	 daughter	 son	 daughter

here the ancestors first differ in their sexes in the second line, and in that line we have two
males and two females. The collective share of the two males is 4/6, and that of the two females is
2/6. The 4/6 of the daughters' sons will be divided between the daughter's son's son and the
daughter's son's daughter, the former taking 2/3 x 4/6 = 8/18, and the latter 1/3 x 4/6 = 4/18. The
2/6 of the daughter's daughters will be divided between the daughter's daughter's son and the
daughter's daughter's daughter, the former taking 2/3 x 2/6 = 4/18, and the latter 1/3 x 2/6 = 2/18.
Thus we have

daughter's son's son
daughter's son's daughter
daughter's daughter's son
daughter's daughter's daughter

According to Abu Yusuf the shares will be 2/6, 1/6, 2/6 and 1/6 respectively.
Note.— When a person dies leaving descendants in the fourth or remoter generation, "the

course indicated in the [above rule] as to the first line in which the sexes differ is to be followed
equally in any lower line; but the descendants clan)' individual or group, once separated must he
kept separate throughout, in other words they must not he united in a group with those of any
other individual or group" (1). See ill. (h) to sub-rule (c).

(c) The last case is when there are two or more claimants claiming through
the same intermediate ancestor. In such a case, there is this further rule to he
applied, namely, to count for each such ancestor, if male, as many males as there
are claimants claiming through him, and, if female, as many females as there are
claimants claiming through her, irrespective of the sexes of the claimants.

Illustrations

(a) A Mahomedan dies leaving 5 great -grandchildren as shown in the diagram on page 69.
I here the ancestors first differ in their sex in the second line, and in that line we have one male

and one female. The daughter's son will count as two males by reason of his having two descendants
among the claimants, and the daughter's daughter will count as three females by reason of her
having three descendants. Thus we have

daughter's son	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 417
daughter's daughter 	 ........	 ..	 ..	 ..	 317

() Rumsey's Moohummudan Law of Inheritance, pp. 68.69.

8/18
4/18
4/18
2/18



S.711	 HANAFI LAW OF INHERITANCE 	 69

Proposilus

daughter	 daughter

	

son	 daughter

	

2 sons	 son	 2 daughters

The 417 of the daughter's son will go to his two sons. The 3/7 of the daughter's daughter will
go to her descendants, the son taking 2/4 x 317 = 6128 and each daughter taking 1/4 x 3i7 = 3(28.
Thus we have

daughter's son's son	 ........	 417=16128	 (each 8128)
daughter's daughter's son	 ..	 6/28
daughter's daughter's daughter 	 ..	 6128	 (each 3/28)

According to Abu Yusuf, the shares will be as follows:—
each daughter's son's son	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 2/8

daughter's daughter's son	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 2/8
each daughter's daughter's daughter	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..

Note.— When the deceased leaves descendants in the fourth or remoter generation, the
process indicated in the above rule is to be applied as often as there may be occasion to group the
sexes. See the next illustration.

(b) Note.— The following cases taken from the Sirajiyya/z illustrate the combined operation
of sub-rules (a), (h) and (c), when the claimants belong to the fourth generation. See notes at the
end of sub-rule (a) and sub-rule (b), and the note at the end of ill. (a) above.

A Mahomedan dies leaving 5 decendants in the fourth generation as shown in the following
diagram [Sir. 491:-

Propositus

dauhter	 dau1hter	 dauhier

son (SI)	 daughter (Dl)	 daughter (D2)

daulhter	 daughter (D3)	 son S2)

	

2 daughters (D4, D5)	 2 sons (S3, S4)	 daughter (D6)
Here the sexes first differ in the second line. S  having two descendants among the claimants

will count as two males or four females. DI having two such descendants will count as two females.
D2 having one such descendant only will count as one female. The estate will therefore he divided
into 7 parts as follows:—

S 1=417;
DI =217'I	 3/7 (collective share of female ancestors).
D2= 1/7 )

S  being by himself, his share 417 will pass to his two descendants D4 and D5 in equal moieties,
each taking 217.

The collective share 317 of 1)1 and D2 will descend to their immediate descendants D3 and
S2; and here D3 having two descendants among the claimants will count as two females, and S2
having one such descendant only will count as one male, or two females. Hence the collective share
3/7 will be divided into 4 parts as follows:—

D3 = 214x317 = 3/14;
S2 = 2/4 x 317 = 3/14.
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The share of Dl will pass to her two descendants S3 and S4, each taking 30-8. The share of
S2 will pass to his descendant D6. The ultimate will therefore be—

D4=8/28; 1)5=8/28; S3=3/28; 54=3/28; D6=6128.
According to Abu Yusuf, the shares will be as follows:—

D4= 117; D5= 1/7; S3=2/7; S4 = 217; and D6= 1/7.

Class II of Distant Kindred

72. Order of succession.— (1) If there be no distant kindred of the first
class, the whole estate will devolve upon the mother's father as being the nearest
relation among Distant Kindred of the second class [see rule (1) below].

(2) If there be no mother's father the estate will devolve upon such of the
false ancestors in the third degree as arc connected with the deceased through
sharers, namely, the father's mother's father and the mother's mother's father,
and these two, the former, as belonging to the paternal side, will take 2/3, and
the later, as belonging to the maternal side, will take 1/3 [see rules (2) and (3)
below].

Note that the father's mother and the mother's mother are sharers.
(3) If there be none of these, the estate will devolve upon the remaining

false ancestors in the third degree, namely, the mother's father's father and the
mother's father's mother. And as these two belong to the same (maternal) side,
and as the sexes also of the intermediate ancestors are the same, the former,
being a male, will take 2/3, and the latter, being a female, will take 1/3 according
to sec. 71, rule (1) [Sir. 51-521.

Note that the two ancestors mentioned in sub-sec. (3), are both related to the deceased
through a distant kinsman, namely, mother's father.

Rules of succession.— Succession among Distant Kindred of the second class is governed by
the following rules:—

Rule (1).— The nearer in degree excludes the more remote.
Rule (2).— Among claimants in the same degree, those connected with the deceased through

shares are preferred to those connected through distant kindred.
Rule (3).— 11 there are claimants on the paternal side as well as claimants on the maternal

side, assign 2/3 to the paternal side, and 1/3 to the maternal side. Then divide the portion
assigned to the paternal side among the ancestors of the lather, and the portion
assigned to the maternal side among the ancestors of the mother, in each case according
to the rules contained in sec. 71.

Doctrine ofAbu Yu.suf - It is not clear whether when the sexes of the intermediate ancestors
differ, there is the same difference of opinion between the two disciples as there is in class 1.
Anyhow, no such difference can arise until ancestors in the fourth degree are reached.

Class Ill of Distant Kindred

73. Rules of exclusion.— if there be no Distant Kindred of the first or
second class, the estate devolves upon Distant Kindred of the third class. This
class comprises such of the descendants of brothers and sisters as are neither
Sharers nor Residuaries. The order of succession in this class is to be determined
by applying the following three rules in order [Sir. 52-54]:—

Rule (1).— The nearer in degree excludes the more remote.
Thus the children of brothers and sisters exclude the grandchildren of brothers and sisters. A

sister's son excludes a brother's son's daughter (u).
(u) Agha Wakzya: v. ML Mahbub ('42) A. Pcsh. 83.
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Rule (2).— Among claimants in the same degree of relationship, the
children of 1.esiduaries are preferred to those of Distant Kindred.

Thus a full brother's son's daughter, being the child of a Residuary (full brother's son), is
preferred to a full sister's daughter's son who is the child of a distant kinswoman (full sister's
daughter). For the same reason, a consanguine brother's son's daughter is preferred to a full sister's
daughter's son, though the former is of half blood and the latter of whole blood.

Rule (3).— Among claimants in the same degree of relationship, and not
excluded by reason of Rule (2) above, the descendants of full brothers exclude
those of consanguine brothers and sisters.

But the descendants of full sisters do not exclude the descendants of
consanguine brothers or sisters, and the latter take the residue, if there be any,
after allotting shares to the descendants of full sisters and of uterine brothers

and sisters.
The descendants of uterine brothers and sisters are not excluded by

descendants either of full or consanguine brothers or sisters, but they inherit

with them.
Note particularly that the test of blood laid down in Rule (3) is not to be applied until after

you have applied the test laid down in Rule (2). Among descendants of uncles and aunts these tests
are to be applied in the reverse order: See notes to sec. 78 under the head "Rules of succession
among descendants" [rules (3) and (4)).

74. Order of succession.— The above rules lead to the following order of
SUCCeSSiOn among Distant Kindred of the third class:—

(I) Full brother's daughters, full sisters' children and children of uterine brothers and
sisters.

(2) Full sisters' children, children of uterine brothers and sisters, consanguine brothers'
daughters and consanguine sisters' children, the consanguine group taking the residue
(if any).

(3) Consanguine brothers' daughter, consanguine sisters' children, and children of uterine
brothers and sisters.

(4) Full brothers' sons' daughters (children of ResiduarieS).
(5) Connsanguine brothers' sons' daughters (children of Residuaries).
(6) Full brothers' daughters' children, full sisters' grandchildren, and grandchildren of

uterine brothers and sisters.
(7) Full sisters' grandchildren, grandchildren of uterine brothers ini sisters, consanguine

brothers' daughters children and consanguine sisters' grandchildren, the consanguine
group taking the residue (if any).

(8) Consanguine brothers' daughters' children, consanguine sisters' grandchildren, and
grandchildren of uterine brothers and sisters.

(9) Remoter descendants of brothers and sisters in like order.
Of the above group each in turn must be exhausted before any member of

the next group can succeed.
Among the descendants mentioned above, Nos. (I) to (3) are nephews and nieces, and Nos.

(4) to (8) are grandnephews and grandnieces. Note particularly that a full brother's son and a
consanguine brother's son arc Residuaries; hence it is that they do not find any place in the above
list.

Doctrine of Abu Yusuf.— According to Abu Yusuf also, there are three ries of exclusion, of
which the first two are the same as those laid down in the preceding section. l'he third rule of Abu
Yusul, which also is to be applied after applying the first two rules, is that descendants of full
brothers and sisters exclude those of consanguine brothers and sisters, and the descendants of
consanguine brothers and sisters exclude the descendants of uterine t'rothers and sisters. This



72	 MAI1OMEDAN LAW	 lS• 74-75

difference arises from the fact that Abu Yusuf would have regard to the "blood" of the claimants
while Imam Muhammad looks to the 'blood' of the Roots. The result is that the order of succession
according to Abu Yusuf is different from that according to Imam Muhammad.

75. Allotment of shares.— After ascertaining which of the descendants of
brothers and sisters are entitled to succeed, the n. tt s p is to distribute the
estate among them, and this is to be done by a[: plying the following rules in order
[Sir. 53-54]:—

Rule (1).—. First, divide the estate among the Roots, that is to say, among
the brothers and sisters (as if they were living) and in so doing treat each brother
who has two or more claimants descended from him as so many brothers, and
each sister who has two or more claimants descended from her as so many sisters.
If there is a residue left after assigning their shares to the Roots but there are
no Residuaries among the Roots that is, neither a full nor consanguine brother],
apply the doctrine of Return as described in section 66. The hypothetical
claimants being brothers and sisters, no case of Increase is possible at all [s. 641.

The relations constituting Distant Kindred of the third class are descendants of brothers and
sisters, full, consanguine and uterine. The brothers and sisters are therefore the Roots. Of these,
uterine brothers and sisters always inherit as sharers, and taking 1/6, and two or more 1/3. Full and
consanguine brothers always inherit as residuaries. Full sisters inherit as sharers, if there are no full
brothers, one taking 112. and two or more 2/3; but if there are full brothers, full sisters inherit as
residuaries with them. The same remarks apply to consanguine sisters. See Tab. of Sh., Nos. 9 to
12; Tab. of Res, Nos. 5-7.

If the claimants be a uterine brother and a full brother, the former takes 1/6, and the latter
the residue 5/6. But if the claimants be two or more descendants of a utering brother, and two or
more descendants of a full brother, the hypothetical share of the uterine brother will be 1/3, that
being the share of two or more uterine brothers, and the hypothetical share of the full brother will
be the residue 2/3.

If the claimants he a uterine sister and a full sister, the former will take 1/6, aild the latter 1/2,
and the residue 1/3 will go to them by Return, the former taking 1/4 and (he latter 3/4. But if the
claimants be 5 descendants of a uterine sister, and of descendants of a full sister, the hypothetical
share of the uterine sister will be 1/3 that being the share of two or more uterine sisters, and that
of the full sister will be 2/3, that being the share of two or more full sisters [see ill. (b) to Rule (3)
below].

If the claimants he a full brother and a full sister, they will inherit as Residuaries, the former
taking 2/3, and the latter 1/3. But if the claimants be 3 descendants of a full brother, and 4
descendants of a full sister, the full brother will count as three males, that is, 6 females and the full
sister will count as 4 females. The property will then be divided into 10 parts, the hypothetical share
of the full brother being 6/10, and that of the full sister 4/10 [compare ill. (a) to Rule (3) below].
The position of a consanguine brother and a consanguine sister is similar to that of a full brother
and a full sister [compare ill (e) to Rule (3) below].

As to the application of the doctrine of Return to the Roots, see ill. (d) to Rule (3) below.
Rule (2).— After determining the hypothetical shares of the Roots, the next

step is to assign its shares to the uterine group. If there be only one claimant in
that group, assign 1/6 to him, that being the hypothetical share of his parent. But
if there be two or more claimants in that group, whether descended from a single
uterine brother, or a single uterine sister, or two ormore uterine brothers or
sisters, assign 1/3 to them, that being the hypothetical share of their parent or
parents, and divide it equally among them without distinction of sex.

Rule (3)..— Lastly, divide the hypothetical shares of the full and consanguine
brothers and sisters among their respective descendants as among Distant
Kindred of the first class [see s. 71].

Doctrine of Abu } gszif— According to Abu Yusuf, the estate is to be divided among the
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claimants per capita according to the rule of the double share to the male.
illustrations

(a)A Sunni Mahomedan dies leaving a daughter of a full brother, a son and a daughter of a
full sister, a daughter of a consanguine brother, a son and a daughter of a consanguine sister, a
daughter of a uterine brother, and a son and a daughter of a uterine sister, as shown.in the following
diagram:—

Common ancestors

	F. 	 F: S.	 C. B.	 C.S.	 U. 13.	 U.S.

I	 I	 I	 I

	

I	 I	 I1	 I
D(113)	 S(2/9)	 D(1/9) D(o)	 D(o)	 D(o) D(l/9) S(I/9) 	 D(1/9)

The children of the consanguine brother and sister are excluded from inheritance as there is
a full brother's daughter [see s. 73, rule (3)]. The estate has therefore to be divided among the
children of the full and uterine brothers and sisters.

As there are three claimants in the uterine group. the collective share of the uterine brother
and sister is 113, and this will be divided among their three descendants equally without distinction
of sex, each taking 1/9.

This leaves a residue of 2/3, and this is to he divided in the first instance between the full
brother and the full sister as Residuaries, according to the number of claimants descended from
each of them. The full brother, having only one descendant counts as one male or two females.
The full sister, having two descendants, counts as two females. The residue will therefore be divided
into four parts, the full brother taking 2/4 x 2/3 = 1/3, and the full sister also 2/4 x 1/3 = 1/9.

The full brother's share 1/3 will go to his descendant. The full sister's share 1/3 will be divided
between her two children according to the rule of the double share to the male as in class I of
Distant Kindred, the son taking 2/3 x 1/3 = 2/9, and the daughter taking 1/3 x 1/3 = 119.

Note.— On failure of children of full brother and sister, the residue will be divided in like
manner among the children of consanguine brother and sister.

(According to Abu Yusuf, the whole estate will be divided among the children of the fidi
brother and sister according to the rule of the double share to the male, so that the full brother's
daughter will take 1/4, the full sister's son 1/2, and her daughter 1/4. On failure of children of the
full brother and sister, the estate will be divided in like manner among the children of consanguine
brother and sister And on failure of them, it will be distributed in like manner among the children
of the uterine brother and sister.)

(b)A Sunni Mahomedan dies leaving five children of  uterine sister, and three children of a
full sister, as shown in the following diagram:-

V.5(1/3)	 F.S.(2!3)

S	 S	 S	 I)	 1)	 S(4115)	 S(4/15)	 D(2115)

each 1/ 15
As there are five claimants in the uterine group, the share of the uterine sister is 1/3, and this

will be divided among her five children equally without distinction of sex, each taking
1/5 x 1/3 = 1/15.

The full sister, having three descendants, will count as three sisters, and she will take 2/3, that
being the share of two or more full sisters )sec Tab. ofSh., No. Ill. This will then he divided among
her three children according to the rule of the double share to the male as among Distant Kindred
of the first class, so that each son will take 2/5 x 2/3 = 4/15, and the daughter will take
1/5 x 2/3 = 2/15.

According to Abu Yusuf, the whole estate will be divided among the children of thcfull sister
according to the rule of the double share to the male, so that each son will take 2/5. and the daughter
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will take I/S I
(c)A Sunni Mahomcdan dies leaving a uterine brother's daughter, a uterine sister's son, a full

sister's son, and a consanguine brother's daughter, as shown in the following diagram:-
- 1

U. B.	 U.S.	 F.S.	 C.
I	 I	 I

D(1/6)	 S(1/6)	 S(112)	 D(1/6)
here there is no descendant of a full brother; tlu:rcforc the consanguine brother's daughter

is not excluded from inheritance, and she will take whai remains after the estate is divided among
the other claimants.

As there are two descendants in the uterine group, the collective share of the uterine brother
and sister is 1/3, and this will be divided equally between their Gsdren without distinction of sex,
each taking 1/6.

The full sister, having only one descendant, counts as one full sister, and her share therefore
is 1/2. This will descend to her son.

Ibis leaves a residue 011/6 which will go to the consanguine brother as a Residuary. This will
descend to -his daughter.

According to Abu Yusuf, the whole estate will go to the full sister's son.)
(d)A Sunni Mahomedan dies leaving 2 widow, 4 children of a full sister, and two daugbers'

of a consanguine brother. The 1-ugh Court of Calcutta held that the shares should be determined"
according to the system of Imam Muhammad. Following that system, they held that the widows
were entitled to 1/4, the full sister's children were entitled to 2/3, and that the residue, that is 1/12,
belonged to the consanguine brother's daughters (v).

(c) A Sunni Mahomedan dies leaving a uterine sister's daughter, and a son and a daughter of
a consanguine sister, as shown in the following diagram:-

U.S.	 C.S.

1D(3/15)	 S(8/15)	 D(4/15)
The uterine sister has only one descendant: her share therefore is 116. The consanguine sister,

having two descendants, counts as two consanguine sisters, and her share therefore is 213 [Tab. of
Sh., No. 121. This leaves the residue 1/6, and since there is no Residuary among the Roots, the
residue will go to the uterine sister and consanguine sister by Return. The hypothetical shares will
therefore be—

uterine sister	 ..	 1/6=1/6	 increased to	 115
consanguine sister 	 ..	 213=4/6	 " "	 415

The uterine sister's share 1/5 will p$S tu rer daughter.
The ccnsanguincsister's share 4/5 will be divded between hersort and daugh t er, theson taking

213 x 415 = 8/15, and the daughter 1/3 x 4/5 = 4/15.
According to Abu Yusuf, the whole estate will go to the children of the conscnguine sister,

the son taking 213, and the daughter 1/3j.
(I) A Sunni Mahomedan dies leaving four grandnephe, Si, S2, S3, and S4 and 3 grandniecès,

DI, D2, and D3, as shown in the following diagram:—
1---------	 IU.B.	 U.S.	 C.B.	

I

Di	 S1	 S212	 S3	 D3	 S4
(v) Akbai'Ali v. Ada,' !Jibi (1931)58 Cat. 366,130 I . C. 873, ('31) AC. 155.
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As there are two claimants in the uterine group, the collective share of the uterine brother
and sister is 1/3, and this will pass to Dl and Si, each taking 1/6.

This leaves a residue 213, and this is to be divided in the first instance between the consanguine
brother and sister as Residuaries according to the number of claimants descended from each of
them.

The consanguine brother, having two claimants descended from him, counts as two males or
four females. The consanguine sister, having three claimants descended from her, counts as 3
females. The residue will therefore be divided into seven parts, the consanguine brother taking
417 x 2/3 = 8/21, and the consanguine sister taking 317-x 2/3 = 6121.

The consanguine brother's share 8/21 will be divided between his two descendants S2 and D2,
S2 being a male taking 2/3 x 8121 = 16/63, and D2 being a female taking 1/3 x 8/21 = 8/63.

The consanguine sister's share 6/21 is to be divided in the first instance between her son and
her daughter. The son, having two claimants descended from him, counts as two males or four
females. The daughter, having only one claimant descended from her, counts as one female. The
son will therefore take 4/5 x 6/21 = 8/35, and the daughter will take 115 x 6/21 = 2135.

The son's share 8/35 will be divided between his two children S3 and D3 according to the rule
of the double share to the male, S3 taking 2/3 x 8/35 = 16/105, and D3 taking 1/3 x 8/35 = 8/105.

The daughter's share 2/35 will pass to her son S4.
The shares will therefore be-
Dl=1/6; S1=1/6; S2=16/63; D2=8163; S3=161105; D3=8/105; and S4=2/35. The total of

these shares is unity.
[According to Abu Yusuf, the whole property will be divided among the consanguine groups

to the entire exclusion of the uterines so that S2, S3 and S4 will each take 2/8 or 1/4, and 1)2 and
D3 will take 1/8.]

Class IVof Distant Kindred

76. Order of succession.— (1) If there are no Distant Kindred of the first,
second, or third class, the estate will devolve upon Distant Kindred of the fourth
class in the order given below [Sir. 56-58].-

(a) Paternal and maternal uncles and aunts of the deceased, other than his
full and consanguine paternal uncles who are Residuaries.

(b) The descendants h.l.s. of all the paternal and maternal uncles and aunts
of the deceased, other than sons h.l.s. of his full and consanguine paternal uicics
(they being Residuaries), the nearer excluding the more remote.

(c) Paternal and maternal uncles and aunts of the parents, other than the
full and consanguine paternal uncles of the father who are Rcsiduaries.

(d) The descendants h.l.s. of all the paternal and maternal uncles and aunts
of the parents, other than sons h.l.s. oft he full and consanguine paternal uncles
of the father (they being Residuarics), the nearer excluding the more remote.

(e) Paternal and maternal uncles and aunts of the grand-pa rents, other than
the full and consanguine paternal uncles of the father's father who are
Residuaries.	 -

(f) The descendants h.!.s. of all the paternal and maternal uncles and au,nts
of the grandparents, other than sons h.l.s. of the full and consanguine paternal
uncles of the father's father (they being Residuarics), the nearer excluding the
more remote.

(g) Remoter uncles and aunts and their descendants in like manner and
order.

(2) Of the above groups each in turn must be exhausted before any member
of the next group can succeed.
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Doctrine ofAbu Yusuf_ The only difference between the two disciples as regards succession
of the Distant Kindred of the fourth class is as to the allotment of shares among the descendants.See sec. 78 below.

77. Uncles and aunts.— To distribute the estate among the uncles and aunts
of the deceased, proceed as follows:—

(1) First, assign 2/3 to the paternal side, that is, to paternal uncles and aunts,
even if there be only one such, and 1/3 to the maternal side, that is, to maternal
uncles and aunts, even if there be only one such.

(2) Next, divide the portion assigned to the paternal side, that is 2/3 of the
estate among

(a) full paternal aunts in equal shares; failing them, among
(b) consanguine paternal aunts in equal shares; and, failing them, among
(c) uterine paternal uncles and aunts, according to the rule of the double

share to the male.
(3) Lastly, divide the portion assigned to the maternal side, that is, 1/3 of

the estate, among
(a) full maternal uncles and aunts; failing them, among
(b) consanguine maternal uncles and aunts; and failing them, among
(c) uterine maternal uncles and aunts; according to the rule, in each case,

of the double share to the male.
(4) If there be no uncle or aunt on the paternal side, the maternal side will

take the whole. Similarly, if there be no uncle or aunt on the maternal side, the
paternal side will take the whole.

Sir. 55-56.
Note that no claimant on the paternal side excludes any claimant on the maternal side, and

no claimant on the maternal side excludes any claimant on the paternal side.
Note particularly that full paternal uncles and consanguine paternal uncles are Residuaries.I fence we are not concerned with them here.
Doctrine of Abu Yusuf._ There is no difference between the two disciples as regards thesuccession of uncles and aunts.

Illustrations,
(a) 2/3

1/3

(b) 2/3

1/3

(C) 2/3

13

( fidi paternal aunt
k Cons, paternal aunt

( Full maternal uncle
Full maternal aunt
Cons, maternal uncle

( Cons, paternal aunt
t U,. paternal uncle

Full maternal aunt
( Ut. paternal uncle
l Ut. paternal aunt

( Full ,naernal zncle
bull maternal aunt

2/3 =6/9
(excluded by full

2/3 x113 =2,) paternal aunt)
1/3 x 1/3 = 1/9

(excluded by full
maternal uncle

and aunt)
2,3

(excluded by cons.
paternal aun,

2 13 x 23 = 4/9
1/3x2/3 = 2/9

2 13 xl/3 = 2/9
1t3x 1/3 = 1/9
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Note.— The result would be the same if the deceased left a uterine maternal uncle and aunt

instead of alit!l maternal uncle and aunt.

	

(d) 2/3	 Ut. paternal aunt	 2/3 = 6/9

	

1/3	
Cons. maternal uncle	 2/3 x 1/3 = 2/9

k Cons. 'naternal aunt	 1/3x 113 = 1/9

Rules of succession.— The present section is based upon the following rules:--

(1) If there are claimants on the paternal side, together with claimants on the maternai
side, the former will take collectively 2/3, and the latter 1/3, and each side will then

divide its own collective share according to the rule of the double share to the male.

(2) Among claimants on the same side, those of the full blood are preferred to those of
the half blood, and the consanguine relations are preferred to uterine relations.

Order ofpriority.— The uncles and aunts may belong to the paternal side or they may belong
to the maternal side. The two sides inherit together, and no claimant on either side excludes any
claimant on the other side. The order of succession among the uncles and aunts of the deceased

is explained in the Table on p. 79.
78. Descendants of uncles and aunts.— If there are no uncles or aunts of

the deceased, the. estate will devolve upon the descendants of uncles and aunts,
other than sons how lowsoever of full paternal uncles and consanguine paternal
uncles who are Residuaries. To distribute the estate among these relations,
proceed as follo (Sir. 56-58):-

(1) First, assign 2/3 to the paternal side, that is, to descendants of paternal
uncles and aunts, even if there be only one such, and 113 to the maternal side,
that is, to descendants of maternal uncles and aunts, even if there be only one
such.

(2) Next, divide the portion assigned to the paternal side, that is, 2/3 of the
estate, among—

(a) full paternal uncles' daughters; failing them, among

(b) full paternal aunts' children; failing them among

(c) consanguine paternal uncles' daughters; failing them, among

(d) consanguine paternal aunt's children; and failing them, among

(e) children of uterine paternal uncles and aunts, the division among the
members of each of the five groups above to be made as among Distant Kindred
of the first class [sec s. 711

Note that (a) excludes (b), the reason being that (a) are children of Residuaries (full paternal

uncles), while (b) are children of Distant Kindred (full paternal aunts).
Note also that a full paternal uncle's son and a consanguine paternal uncle's son are

Residuaries; hence they do not find any place in the above list.
(3) Lastly, divide the portion assigned to the maternal side, that is, 1/3 of

the estate, among—
(a) children of full maternal uncles and aunts; failing them, among

(b) children of consanguine maternal uncles and aunts; failing them,
among

(c) children of uterine maternal uncles and aunts,
the division among the members of each of the three groups above to be made
as among Distant Kindred of the first class [see s. 711.

(4) If there be no children of paternal uncles and aunts, the children of
maternal uncles and aunts will take the whole. Similarly, if there be no children
of maternal uncles and aunts, he children of paternal uncles and aunts will take
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the whole.
(5) If there be no children either of paternal uncles or aunts or of maternal

uncles or aunts, the estate will be divided among their grandchildren on the
same principle. Failing grandchildren, it will be divided among remoter
descendants, the nearer in degree excluding the more remote.

The order of succession on each side is based on certain rules which are set forth belowimmediately after the illustrations.
Doctrine ofAbu Yusuf— The only difference between the two disciples as to the succession

of descendants of uncles and aunts is that, according to Abu Yusuf, the portion assigned to each
side is to be divided among the claimants per capita according to the rule of the double share tothe male.

Illustrations
(a) The claimants are those indicated in the lowest line of the following diagram:—

Full pat, uncle (A)	 Full pat, uncle(B)

Son (S I)	 daughter (Dl)

daughter	 daughter

daughter (D2)	 son (S2)
Here the first difference in the sex of the ancestors occurs in the second line of descent.

Therefore S I takes 2/3, and Dl takes 113. Therefore, the share of D/2 is 2/3 and that of S2 is 1/3.
According to Abu Yusuf, D2 being a female will take 113, and S2 being a male will take 2/3.
(b) Suppose the surviving relatives to be as shown in the last line of the following diagram:—

	

Full pat. un I cle(A)	 Full pat. uncle(B)	 Full pat. aunt(C)
Ison	 Ison	 daughter
I	 Ison	 daughter	 son

I	 I	 I	daughter (Dl)	 son(S 1)	 daughter(D2)	 daughter(D3)
Here all the descendants are equal in degree; and they are also the same in blood, that is, they

are all descendants of uncles and aunts of the fidl blood. But DI is a child of a Residuary (full
paternal uncle's son's son), while SI, 1)2, and D3 are children of Distant Kindred. Therefore Dl
excludes si, D2, and D3, and she will take the whole estate (see below "Rules of Succession").

Suppose now that the surviving relations are SI, D2, and D3. in that case the distribution will
be as folkiws:.-

Here the sexes differ in the first line. As B has two claimants descended from him, he will
count as two males or four females. C, having only one claimant descended from her, will count as
one female. The estate will therefore be divided into five parts of which B will take 4/5 and Cl/S.

B's share 4/5 will be divided among his two descendants Si and D2 according to the rule of
the double portion to the male, so that S  will take 2,3 x 4/5 = 8/15, and D2 will take 113 x 4/54/15. C's share 1/5 will descend to D3. Hence SI = 8/15; 1)2 = 4/15 and D3 = 1/5=1/15.

(According to Abu Yusuf, the shares will be 1/2, 1/4 and 1/4 respectively.)
Rules of Succession Among Descendants.—.. To distribute the estate among descendants of

uncles and aunts, apply the following rules in the order in which they are given below:—Rile( 1):.-.- The nearer degree excludes the more remote.
Rule(2).— 

If both the paternal and maternal sides are represented, two-thirds are assigned
to the paternal side and one-third to the maternal side.

Rule(3)..__ 
Among claimants on the same side, those of the whole blood are preferred to those
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of the half blood, and consanguine relations are preferred to uterine relations. [This rule applies
both to the paternal and maternal sides, and it is to be applied separately to each side.]

Ruk(4).__ Among claimants on the paternal side, the children of Residuaries are preferred
to those of Distant Kindred. [Thus a full paternal uncle is a Residuary; his daughters, therefore,
would be the children of a residuary, and theywould be preferred to the daughters of a full paternal
aunt who is a Distant Kinswoman. Similarly, a consanguine paternal uncle is a Residuary; his
daughters therefore would be daughters of a Residuary, and they would be preferred to the
daughters of a consanguine paternal aunt. Again, a full paternal uncle's son is a Residuary; his
daughters therefore would be children of a Residuary, and they would be preferred to the
daughters of a full paternal uncle's daughter. Upon the same principle the daughters of a
consanguine paternal uncle's son would be preferred to the daughters of a consangu ine paternal
uncle's daughter. This rule cannot apply to relations on the maternal side, because none of the
maternal uncles is a Residuary.]

Rule(S).— After ascertaining .which of the relations are entitled to succeed, the portion
assigned to the paternal side is to be distributed among the members of that side as among Distant
Kindred of the first class [sec. 71]. The portion assigned to the maternal side is also to be distributed
according to the same principle [sec. 711.

The whole of sec. 78 is based on the above rules.
Order of pionzy among descendants.— The descendants of uncles and aunts may belong to

the paternal side or they may belong to the maternal side. The two sides inherit together, and no
claimant on either side excludes any claimant on the other side. The Table given on the previous
page shows at a glance all uncles and aunts of the deceased and their descendants up to the third
generation.

79. Other Distant Kindred of the fourth class.— If there are no
descendants of uncles and aunts, the estate will devolve upon other Distant
Kindred of the fourth class in the order of successioñiiven in sec. 76 above, the
distribution among higher uncles and aunts being governed by the principles
stated in sec. 77, and that among their descendants by those stated in sec. 78
[Si,. 581.

E. - Successors unrelated in blood

80. Successor by contract,— In default of Sharers, Residuaries, and Distant
Kindred, the inheritance devolves upon the "Successor by contract," that is, a
person who derives his right of succession under a contract with the deceased
in consideration of an undertaking given by him to pay any fine or ransom to
which the deceased may become liable.

Sir. 13; Hedaya 517. The right of inheritance by reason of Wala dealt with in this section is
taken away by the Slavery Act, 1843.

81. Acknowledged kinsman.— Next in succession is the "Acknowledged
Kinsman," that is, a person of unknown descent in whose favour the deceased
has made an acknowledgement of kinship, not through himself, but through
another.

Such an acknowledgement confers upon the "Acknowledged Kinsman" the
right of succession to the property of the deceased, subject to bequests to the
extent of the bequeathable third, but it does not invest the person acknowledged
with all the rights of an actual kinsman.

Sir. 13. The kinship acknowledged must be kinship through another, that is, through the
deceased's father or his grandfather. Thus a person may acknowledge another to be his brother,
for that is kinship through the father (w). But he may not acknowledge another to be his son, for
that is kinship through himself. The acknowledgement by the deceased of a person as his son or

(w) Tagore Law Lectures, 1873, pp. 92-93.
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daughter stands upon a different footing altogether and it is dealt with in the chapter on
"Parentage".

82. Universal legatee.— The next successor is the "Universal Legatee," that
is, a person to whom the deceased has left the whole of his property by will.

Sir. 13. It is to be noted that the prohibition against bequeathing more than one-third of the
net assets exists only for the benefit of the heirs. Hence a bequest of the whole will take effect if
the deceased has left no known heir (x).

83. Escheat.— On failure of all the heirs and successors above specified, the
property of a deceased Sunni Mahomedan escheats to the Government.

Sir. 13. The rule of pure Mahomedan law in this respect is different, for according to that rule
the property does not devolve upon Government by way of inheritance as uftimus haeres, but falls
into the bait-ui-ma! (public treasury)for the benefit of Mussalmans.

F. - Miscellaneous

84. Step-children.— Step-children do not inherit from step-parents, nor do
step-parents inherit from step-children.

See Macnaghten, p. 99. Precedents of Inheritance No. XXI.
85. Bastard.— An illegitimate child is considered to be the child of its

mother only, and as such it inherits from its mother and its relations, and they
inherit from such child (y). But it has been held that an illegitimate son cannot
inherit from the legitimate son of the same mother (z).

lllustration.c
[A Mahomedan female of the Sunni sect dies leaving a husband and an illegitimate son other

sister. The husband will take 112 and the sister's son, though illegitimate, will take the other 112 as
a distant kinsman, being related to the deceased through his mother. Bafaiwi v. Bilaiti J<hanum

(1903) 30 Cal. 683.1
An illegitimate child does not inherit from its putative father or his relations, nor do they inherit

from such child. In Rahmat (Jllah v. MaqsoodAhmad (a) it was held that the "mother's relations"
did not include her relations by a subsequent marriage".

86. Missing persons.— When the question is whether a Mahomedan is alive
or dead, and it is proved that he has not been heard of for seven years by those
who would naturally have heard of him if he had been alive, the burden of
proving that he is alive is on the person who affirms it.

Under the Hanafi law, a missing person is to be regarded as alive till the lapse of ninety years
from the date of his birth. But it has been held by a Full Bench of the Allahabad High Court that
this rule is only a rule of evidence, and not one of succession, and it must therefore be taken as
superseded by the provisions of the Indian Evidence Act (b). The present section reproduces, with
some verbal alterations, the provisions of sec. 108 of the Indian Evidence Act.

(x)Baillic'sMahomedan Law of Inheritance, p. 19	 Mairajv.Abdul Wahid (1921) 43 All. 673,631.C. 286,
(y)Tagore Law Lectures, 1873, p. 123.	 ('21) A.A. 175. See Also Moda Caw.m v. Moola

(z) Rehmal Ullah v. Maqsood Ah,nad ('52) A.A. Abdul (1905) 33 Cal. 173, 178. 32 I.A. 177; Athd

640.	 Hasan v. MoiiammadFansq (1934)9 Luck. 401,147
(a)( '52) A.A. 640.	 I.C. 973,('34) A.O. 4L
(b) Matha, All v. Budh 5m8h (1884) 7 All. 297;



CHAPTER VIII

SHIA LAW OF INHERITANCE

Work of highest authority: Sharaya-u!-lslani. —The most authoritative text book of the Shia
law is Sharaya-ul- Islam (a), the whole of which has been translated into French by M.Query under
the title Droit Musulma,t

87. Division of heirs.—The Shias divide heirs into two groups, namely, (1)
heirs by consanguinity, that is, blood relations, and (2) heirs by marriage, that
is, husband and wife.

88. Three classes of heirs by consanguinity.—(1) Heirs by consanguinity
are divided into three classes, and each class is subdivided into two sections.
These classes are respectively composed as follows:-

1. (1) Parents;
(ii) children and other lineal descendants h.1.s.

II. (i) Grandparents h.h.s. (true as well as false);
(ii) brothers and sisters and their descendants h. Ls.

III. (i) Paternal, and (ii) maternal, uncles and aunts, of the deceased, and
of his parents and grandparents h.h.s., and their descendants h. 1.s.

(2) Of these three classes of heirs, the first excludes the second from
inheritance, and the second excludes the third. But the heirs of the two sections
of each class succeed together, the nearer degree in each section excluding the
more remote in that section [Baillie, II, 276, 280, 285].

As to the distribution of estate among the heirs, see sec. 96 et seq.

Illustrations
(a) A Shia Mahomedan dies leaving a daughter's son, a father's mother, and a full brother.
[In Hanafi law the father's mother as a Sharer will take 1/6, and the full brother as a Residuary

will take 5/6; the daughter's son, being a Distant Kinsman, will he entirely excluded from
inheritance.]

By Shia law the daughter's son, being an heir of the first class, will succeed to the whole
inheritance in preference to the father's mother and the full brother, both of whom belting to the
second class of heirs.

(b) A Shia Mahomedan dies leaving a brother's daughter and a full paternal uncle.
[In Hanafi law the full paternal uncle, being a Residuary, will take the whole property to the

exclusion of the brother's daughter who is a Distant Kinswoman.]
By Shia law the brother's daughter, being an heir of the second class, will succeed in preference

to the full paternal uncle who belongs to the third class of heirs.
(c) A Shia Mahomedan dies leaving a full paternal uncle's son and a mother's father.
[In 1-lanafi law the full paternal uncle's son, being a Residuary, will succeed to the whole estate

to the entire exclusion of the mother's father who is a Distant Kinsman.]
By Shia law the mother's father, being an heir of the second class, will succeed in preference

to the full paternal uncle's son, who belongs to the third class of heirs.
(d) A Shia Mahomedan dies leaving (1) a father, (2) a mother, (3) a daughter, (4) a son's son,

(5) a brother, and (6) a paternal uncle. Which of these relations are entitled to succeed?
Here the first four relations, belong to the first class of heirs, the fifth belongs to the second

class, and the sixth belongs to the third class. The fifth and sixth are therefore excluded from

(a) .48 1ra Ali Khan v. 4 liaf Ilasan Khan (1892) 14 Kitham (1908) 32 Born. 540, 558; AzIz !kno v.
All. 429,450; Baker Ali K/ian v.Anjuinapi Ara Btgam Maha,nmadThpaijim (1925)47 All. 823,828,829, 836,
(1902)30 I.A. 94. 112.25 All. 236; Aga Sheralli v. Bai	 89 I.C. 690, ('25) A.A. 720.
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inheritance. The father and mother belong to the first section of Class 1, and they are both equal
in degree. The daughter and son's son belong to the second section, and of these two the daughter,
being nearer in degree, excludes the son's son. The only persons therefore entitled to inherit are
the father, the mother, and the daughter.

(e) The surviving relations are (I) a grandfather, (2) a grandmother, (3) a great-grandfathcr,
(4) a brother, and (5) a brother's son. Here all the relations belong to the second class of heirs, the
first  three belonging to the first section of that class and the last two to the second section. The
grandfather and grandmother exclude the great-grandfather by reason of the rule that the nearer
in each section excludes the more remote. For the same reason the brother excludes the brother's
son. The only persons therefore entitled to inherit are the grandfather, the grandmother and the
brother.

Note that parents do not exclude children, but inherit with them. If there be no children,
parents inherit with grandchildren. Similarly, in the second class, brothers and sisters do not exclude
grandparents, but inherit with them. If there he no brothers or sisters, the.grandparefltS inherit
with the children of brothers and sisters. In the same way in the third class paternal uncles and aunts
do not exclude maternal uncles and aunts, but inherit with them.

The above illustrations exemplify the fundamental distinction between the Sunni and the Shia
Law of Inheritance. Under the Sunni law, Distant Kindred are postponed to Sharers and
Residuaries (S. 67); under the Shia law, they inherit with them The Sunnis prefer agnates to
cognates: the Shias prefer the nearest kinsman, whether they be agnates or cognates. In fact, the
Shia law does not recognize any separate class of heirs corresponding to the "Distant Kindred" of
Sunni law. All heirs under the Shia law are either Sharers or Residuaries (s. 90).

89. Husband and wife.—The husband or wife is never excluded from

SUCCCSSiOfl, 
but inherits together with the nearest heirs by consanguinity, the

husband taking 114 or 1/2, and the wife taking 1/8 or 1/4 under the conditions
mentioned in the Table of Sharers on page 84.

As to the disability of a childless widow to succeed to her husband's immovable property, 'CC

sec. 113 below.
90. Table of Sharers—Shia Law.—(1) For the purpose of determining the

shares of heirs, the Shias divide heirs into two classes, namely, Sharers and
ResiduarieS. There is no separate class of heirs corresponding to the "Distant

Kindred" of Sunni law.
(2) The sharers are nine in number. The Table on page 84 gives a list of

Sharers together with the shares assigned to them in Shia law.

(3) The descendants h.1.s. of Sharers are also Sharers.
Of the nine sharers mentioned in the Table, the first two are heirs by affinity. The next three

belong to the first class of heirs by consanguinity [s.881, and the remaining four belong to the second
class. There are no Sharers in the third class of heirs.

Note that the true grandfather h.h.s., the true grandmother bbs., and the son's daughter
h. I.s., who are Sharers according to Sunni law, are not Sharers, but ResiduarieS, according to Shia
law.

It is very important to note that the descendants of Sharers are also Sharers. This refers, of
course, to the descendants of the (1) daughter, (2) uterine brother, (3) uterine sister, (4) full sister,
and (5) consanguine sister. It does not refer to the descendants, if they can be called descendants
at all, of the husband, wife, father or mother. The Shia jurists are not concerned with the
descendants of these four relations.

91. Residuaries.—(1) All heirs other than Sharers are Residuaries.

(2) The descendants h.1.s. of Residuaries are also ResiduarieS.
Thus sons, brothers, uncles and aunts are all Residuaries. Their descendants, therefore, are

also Residuaries. For example, a son's daughter, being a descendant of a Residuary (son), is also
a Residuary.
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TABLE OF SHARERS —SHIA LAW (Sec. 90.1

(Bailhie, 11,271-276, 381.)

Normal share

	

of	 of two
Sharers	 one	 or

more
collec-
tively

conditions under	 Share as varied
which the share is	 by special

inherited	 circumstances

1. Husband	 ii(

2. Wife	 1/8

3. Father (b)	 1/6

4. Mother	 1/6

5. Daughter	 1/2

6. Uterine \
brother I	 1/6

7. orsistc )
8. Full sister	 1/2

9. Consang-	 1/2
uine sister

Note.— The

When there is a lineal 112 when 	 no sucn
descendant.	 descendant.

1/8	 When there is a lineal 1/4 when	 no such
descendant.	 descendant.

When there is a lineal [If there be no lineal
descendant.	 descendant, the father

inherits as a residuary.]

(a) When there is a lineal 1/3 in other cases.
descendant; or

(b) When there are two
or more full or cons-
anguine brothers, or
one such brother and
two such sisters, or
four such sisters, with
the father.

2/3	 When no son.	 [With the son she takes as
a residuary.]

When no parent, or lineal
1/3	 descendant. [see s. 881

2/3	 When no parent, or lineal [The full sister takes as a
descendant,	 or	 lull	 residuary, with the full
brother, or father's	 brother and also with the
father. [see ss. 88, 1011 	 father's father: see s.

101.]

2/3	 When no parent, or lineal [The consanguine sister
descendant, or full 	 takes as a residuary with
brother or sister, or	 the consanguine brother
consanguine brother or	 and alsowith the father's
father's father. (see ss.	 lather sees. 101.]
88,1011

lescendants b.ls. of sharers are also sharers. Isec. 901

(b) As to the father's ewo rights as Sharer, see secs. 108 and 110.
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Of the nine Sharers mentioned in the Table of Sharers, there are four who inherit sometimes
as Sharers, and sometimes as ResiduarieS. These are the (1) father, (2) daughter, (3) full sister,
and (4) consanguine sister. As to the last three, it is to be observed that where any one of them
would have, if living, inherited as a Sharer, her descendants would inherit as Sharers, and if she
would have inherited as a Residuary, her descendants would inherit as Residuarics (s.95).

92. Distribution of property.—(l) If the deceased left only one heir, the
whole property would devolve upon that heir, except in the case of a wife. If the

only heir be a wife, the older view is that she is entitled to no more than her
Koranic share (one-fourth) and the residue (three-fourths) escheats to the

Government.
Baillie, II, 262. The reason of the exception in the case of a wife is that she is not entitled to

the surplus by Return, not even if there be no other heir. If she is the sole heir, she takes 1/4, and
the surplus passes to the Imam, now to the Government of India. Ameer All is of opinion that
there being no machinery now to take charge of the Imam's share, the surplus should pass to the
wife [Ameer Ali, 5th ed., Vol. 11, P. 123, f.n. (3)]. This opinion has been followed by the Oudh
Court (c).

If the only heir be a sharer, e.g., a husband, he takes his Koranic share (one-half) as a Sharer,
and the residue by Return. If the only heir be a Residuary, e.g., a brother, he takes the whole estate
as a Residuary. As to Sunni law, see sec.66.

(2) If the deceased left two or more heirs, the first step in the distribution
of the estate is to assign his or her share to the husband or wife. The next step
is to ascertain which of the surviving relations are entitled to succeed, and this
is to be done with the help of the rules laid down in sec. 88. The estate (minus

the share of the husband or wife, if any) is then to be divided among those
entitled to succeed according to the rules of distribution applicable to the class
to which they belong (ss. 96-110).

Note that the husband or wife, as the case may be, is always entitled to succeed whatever be
the class to which the other claimants belong. The husband and wife alwa ys inherit as Sharers, their
shares being respectively 1/4 and 1/8 when there is a lineal descendant, and 112 and 1/4 when there
is no lineal descendant. Since there are no lineal descendants either in the second or third class of
neirs, it follows that when the husband or wife succeeds with the heirs of the second or third class,
he Or she takes his or her full share, that is, the husband takes 112, and the wife takes 1/4.

93. Representation.—(I) The principle of representation has more than
one meaning. It may be applied for the purpose of deciding

(a) what persons are entitled to inherit, or
(b) the quantum of the share of any given person on the footing that he

is entitled to inherit (d).
(2) Where for purpose (a) the rule of exclusion applies (i.e., the nearer in

degree excludes the more remote) it is true both of Sunnis and Shias that the
principle of representation is not recognized as qualifying the rule of exclusion.
Thus if A dies leaving him surviving a son and grandsons by a predeceased son,
the grandsons are excluded from inheritance by their uncle. They do not take
in their father's stead though he would have been an heir had he survived his
father.

(3) But if both sons predeceased the propositus who died leaving three
grandsons by one son and two by the other then all the grandsons are heirs. In
that case, is the principle of representation to be applied for purpose (b), that
is for ascertaining the share of each grandson? This is a further and different

(c) .lbdul JTamid Aan v. Peare Mina (1935) 10	 (d)AgaSheralliv.BaiKuLPUfl(1908)32 Born. 540.

Luck, 550,153 I.C. 379.('35) A.O. 78. 	 547,548,558.
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question. If the principle is applied, the grandsons of one branch will have tc
divide into three what the grandsons of the other branch divide in half.

In the case supposed, Sunni law would not proceed upon any principle of representation in
calculating the grandson's shares [see rule (1)inscc.71 .csipra J . The grandsons would each take the
same share, i.e., a share ascertained without recourse to the representation principle. The division
among them would be per capita and not per slirpes. As explained in sec.71, however, recognition
of the principle of representation for the purpose of calculating shares is not altogether absent from
the Sunni law. Rules (2) and (3) therein formulated disclose the influence of the principle in
ascertaining the share of each heir in cases to which these rules arc applicable.

(4)For the limited purpose of calculating the share of each heir—as distinct
from the purpose of ascertaining the heirs—the Shia law accepts the princf pie
of representation as a cardinal principle throughout. According to that principle
the descendants of a deceased son, if they are heirs, take the portion which he
if living would have taken and in that sense represent the son. In the same limited
sense, the descendants of a deceased daughter represent the daughter: if they
inherit, they take the portion which the daughter if living would have taken. The
principle is applicable in the same way to the descendants of a deceased brother,
sister or aunt.

(5) The principle of representation is not confined in its operation to
descendants only. It applies in the ascending as well as in the descending line.
Thus great-grandparents take the portion which the grandparents, if living,
would have taken: and the father's uncles and aunts take the portion which the
deceased's uncles and aunts if living would have taken.

When the nile of exclusion applies.—The rule that the nearer in degree excludes the more
remote is a rule applied within the limits of each class of heirs. In Sunni law (see sec. 65 supra) it is
not without other limitations (see note "Principles of succession among sharers and residuaries"
at pp. 58-59 supra). But among Shias it applies within each section in all cases without distinction
of class or sex. [See sec. 88(2) supra and l3aillie II, 270]. As the classification of heirs is different in
the two systems, the application of the doctrine has different results as regards the persons entitled
to inherit. The extent of this divergence is not the subject matter of the present section which is
concerned only with the ascertainment of shares under the Shia law, for which purposes the
principle of representation is fundamental.

94. Stirpital succession.—Succession among descendants in each of the
three classes of heirs (s.88) is per stirpes, and not per capita (dI).

This is repeating in other words the principle of representation described in the last section.
Thus suppose a Shia dies leaving two grandsons GSI and GS2 by a predeceased son A and a
grandson GS3 by another predeceased son B, as shown in the following diagram:—

Deceased

A	 B

GSI(I14)	 GS2(114)	 GS3(112)

By Shia law the estate is to be notionally divided first among the two sons,-1 and B, so that
each takes 1(2, A's share 112 descends to his two sons GSI and GS2, each taking 1/4, ifs share 1/2
passes to his son GS3. The division, in other words, is according to the stocks, and not according
to the claimants. By Sunni law GS 1, GS2 and GS3 takeper capita, that is, each takes 1/3 without

(dl) Aga Sherai,•0v. Ba, Kulsun, (1908) 32 Born. 540.
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reference to the shares which their respective fathers, if living, would have taken. Under the Shia
IawA's two sons represent A and stand in his place, and B's son represents B and stands in his place.
Under the Sunni law there is no such representation (s.53).

The above is an example of succession per slirpes among the descendants of sans. The
descendants of daughters, brothers, sisters, uncles, 1inis, granduncles and grandaunts also succeed
per slirpes: see sees. 96, 100, 104 and 105.

95. Succession among descendants.—The descendants of a person who, if
living, would have taken as a Sharer, succeed as Sharers. The descendants of a
person who, if living, would have taken as a Residuary, succeed as Residuaries.

This follows necessarily from the principle of representation described in sec.93. Thus suppose
a Shia dies leaving a full brothers daughter and a uterine brother's son as shown in the following
diagram:—

Deceased

	Full brother	 Uterine brother

	

Daughter (5/6)	 Son (1/6)

The uterine brother, had he survived, would have taken as a Sharer his Koranic share 1/6 [see
Table of Sh., No. 61. The full brother, had he survived, would have taken 5/6 as a residuary. The
uterine brother's son, being the descendant of a Sharer, will succeed as a sharer, and representing
as he does his father, take his father's share 1/6. The full brother's daughter, being the descendant
of a Residuary, will succeed also as a Residuary, and representing as she does her father, takes her
father's portion 5/6. Under the Sunni law, both a full brother's daughter and a uterine brother's
son are Distant Kindred of the third class. According to Imam Muhammad, the former would take
5/6 and the latter 1/6 exactly as in Shia law [see s.'751. According to Abu Yusuf, the former entirely
excludes the latter (see notes to sec. 741, "Doctrine of Abu Yusuf".

Having described the mode of distribution in sec. 92, and having explained the principle of
representation in scc.93. and its two corollaries in sees. 94 and 95, we proceed to enumerate the
special rules by which succession in each of the three classes of heirs mentioned in sec.83 is
governed.

Distribution among Heirs of the First Class

96. Rules of succession among heirs of the first class.—The persons who
are first entitled to succeed to the estate of a deceased Shia Mahomcdan are
the heirs of the first class along wi//i the husband or wife, if any rs. 92( 2 )J . The
first class at heirs comprises parents, children, grandchildren, and remoter lineal
descendants of the deceased. The parents inherit together with children, and,
failing children, with grandchildren, and failing grandchildren,with remoter
lineal descendants of the deceased, the nearer cxci uding the more remote [s.881.
Succession in this class is governed by the following rules:—

(I) Father.—The father takes 1/6 as a Sharer if there is a lineal descendant-,
as a Residuary. if there he no lineal descendant [see Tab. of Sh., No.3].

(2) Mother.—The mother is always a Sharer, and her share is 1/6 or 1/3 [see
Tab. of Sh., No.41.

(3) Son.— The son always takes as a Residuary.
(4) Daughter.—The daughter inherits as a Sharer, unless there is a son in

which case she takes as a Residuary with him according to the rule of the double
share to the male [see Tab. of Sb., No.51.
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(5) Grandchildren.—On failure of children, the grandchildren stand in the
place of their respective parents. and they inherit according to the principle of
representation described in secs. 93, 94 and 95, that is to sy -

(i) the children of each son take the portion which their father, if living,
would have taken as a Residuary and divide it among them according
to the rule of the double share to the mle;

(ii) the children of each daughter take the portion which their mother, if
living, would have taken either as a Sharer or as a Residuary and divide
it among them also according to the rule of the double share to the
male

(6) Remoter lineal descendants. --Succession among remoter lineal
descendants is governed by the same principle of representation, that is to say,
great-grandchildren take the portion which their respective parents, if living,
would have taken, and divide it among them according to the rule of the double
share to the male, and great-great-grand-children Lake the portion which their
respective parents, if living, would have taken, and divide it among them also
according to the same rule.

Baillie, II, 276-279.
Mode of distribution among husband or wife  and heirs of the first class—
first, assign his or her share to the husband or wife [see Tab. of Sh., Nos. 1-21;
nec, assign their shares to such of the claimants as can inherit as Sharers only;
next, divide the residue, if any, among the residuaries;
lastly, if there be no Residuary, and the sum total of the shares is less than unity, apply the

Doctrine of Return as stated in sees. 106 to 109 and if the sum total exceeds unity,
proceed as stated in sec. 110.

Illustrations
(a) Husband	 1/2 (as sharer)

Mother	 1/3 (as sharer)
Father	 1/6	 (as residuary)

Note.—Under the Sunni law, the mother takes 1/3 x 1/2 = 116, and the father 0 as a residuary
[see Tab. of Sh., Sunni law, No.51.

(b) Wife	 1/4 (as sharer)
Mother	 1/3 (as sharer)
Father	 5/12 (as residuary)

Note.— Under the Sunni law, the mother takes 1/3 x 3/4 = 1/4, and the father 1/2 as a residuary
[see Tab, of Sh., Sunni law, No.5).

(c) Father	 1/6 (as sharer)
Mother	 1/6 (as sharer)
Son	 2/3	 (as residuary)

Note.— If instead of a son, there was a son's daughter, she would have taken 2/3 as
representing her father.

(d) Father	 1/6 (as sharer, because there are daughters)
Mother	 1/6 (as sharer)
2 daughters	 2/3 (as sharers)

Note.- The shares would be the same ifwc substitute daughters' sons or daughters' daughters
for daughters.

(e) A Shia dies leaving a grandson GS  and a granddaughter GD1 by a predeceased son
A, a granddaughter GD2 by another predeceased son B, a grandson GS2 and a
granddaughter GD3 by a predeceased daughter X, and a grandson GS3 by another
predeceased daughter Y, as shown in the following diagram:-
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Deceased

A (2/6)	 B (I6)	 X(116)	 Y(i/6)

I	 r	 I
SG  (2/9)	 GDI (1/9)	 GD2(2/6)	 GS2(119)	 GD3(1118)	 GS3(116)

Here the two daughters X and Y, if living, would have taken as residuaries with the two sons
A and B according to the rule of the double share to the male, so that A and B would each have
taken 2/6, and Xand Ywould each have taken 1/6.

A's share 2í6 will pass to his son and daughter according to the rule of the double share to the
male, so that GS  will take 2/3 x 2/6 = 2/9 and GD1 will take 1/3 x 2/6 = 1/9.

B's share 2,/6 will pass to his daughter GD2.
X's share 116 will be divided between her son and her daughter according to the rule of the

double share to the male, so that GS2 will take 2/3 x 1/6 = 1/9, and GD3 will take 113 x lo 1/18.
Y's share 1/6 will pass to her son GS3.
The shares will thus be 2/9 + 1/9 + 2/6 + 1/9 + 1/18 + 116 = 1.
According to the Hanafi law GS  and GDI and GD2 are Residuarics and they exclude GS2,

GD3, and GS3 who are Distant Kindred. GS1 will take 1/2, and GDI and GS2 will each take 1/4.
If in the above case, the deceased left also a wife, the wife will first take her share 1/8, and the

remaining 7/8 will be divided among the six grandchildren in the same proportions.

Distribution among Heirs of the Second Class

97. Rules of succession among heirs of the second class.—If there are no
heirs of the first class, the estate (minus the share of the husband or wife, if any)
devolves upon the heirs of the second class. The second class of heirs comprises
grandparents h.h.s. and brothers and sisters and their descendants h. Ls. [s.881.
The rules of succession among the heirs of this class are different according as
the surviving relations are -

(1) grandparents h.h.s., without brothers or sisters or their descendants;
(2) brothers and sisters or their descendants, without grandparents or

remoter ancestors;
(3) grandparents h.h.., with brothers and sisters or their descendants.

The first case is dealt with in sec. 98. The second case is dealt with in secs. 99 and 100. The
third case is dealt with in sec. 101.

98. Grandparents h.h.s. without brothers or sisters or their
descendants.—If there are no brothers or sisters, or descendants of brothers or
sisters, the estate (minus the share of the husband or wife, if any) is to be
distributed among grandparents according to the following rules:—

(1) If the deceased left all his four grandparents surviving, the paternal
grandparents take two-thirds, and divide it between them according to the rule
of the double share to the male, and the maternal grandparents take 1/3, and
divide it equally between them, as shown below:-

2/3 ( Father's father	 2"3x2[3=49=8/18
Father's mother	 1/3 x 2/3=2/9=4/18

1/3	 Mother's father	 lJZx 1/3=1/6=3/I6
Mother's mother	 1/2x 1/3=1/6=3/18

(2) If there is only one grandparent on the paternal side, he or she takes the
entire 2/3. Similarly, if there is only one grandparent on the maternal side, he
or she takes the entire 1/3, as shown below:-



(Ss. 98-100
90

(a)

(b)

(C)

Father's father
Mother's father
Mother's mother
Father's father
Father's mother
Mother's mother
Father's father
Mother's mother
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2/3

)	
i (each taking 1/6)

213x2134/'9
213	 1/3x2/3"2/9

113
	 =3/9

213
1/3

(3) If there are no grandparents, the property will devolve according to the
same rules upon remoter ancestors of the deceased, the nearer excluding the
more remote.

Baillie, 11, 281,283.
99. Brothers and sisters, without any ancestor.— If the deceased left no

ancestors, but brothers and sisters of various kinds, the estate (minus the share

of the husband or wife, if any) will be distributed among them according to the
same rules as those in Hanafi law. The said rules are as follows:-

(i) Brothers and sisters of the full blood exclude consanguine brothers and sisters.
(ii) Uterine brothers and sisters are not excluded by brothers or sisters either lull or

consanguine, but they ihherit with them, their share being 1/3 or 116 according to their number [see
Tab. of Sh., Nos. 6 and 71.

(iii) Full brothers take as Residuaries, so do consanguine brothers.
(iv)Full sisters take as Sharers [see Tab. of Sh., No. 81, unless there he a full brother in which

case they take as Residuaries with him according to the rule of the double share to the male.
Consanguine sisters also take as Sharers I see Tab. of Sh., No.91 unless there be a consanguine
brother with them in which case they take as Residuaries with him according to the same rule.

Baillie, II, 280.
Illustrations

Note.—The shares of the several heirs in the following illustrations are the same both in Sunni
and Shia law. The illustrations are given to familiarize the student with combinations of heirs that
are common in Shia law:—

(a) Husband	 ..	 ..	 112	 (as sharer)
Full (or con.) sister	 ..	 ..	 112	 (S sharer)

(b) Wife	 ..	 ..	 1/4	 (as sharer)
Full brother	 ..	 ..	 3/4	 (as residuary)

(C) Husband	 ..	 ..	 112	 (S sharer)
Full brother	 ..	 ..	 2/3x(1/2)=1/3	 \
Full sister	 ..	 ..	 1/3( 112)= 1/6 	

(as r.siduarts)

(d) Wife	 ..	 ..	 1,4	 (as sharer)
Ut. brother	 ..	 ..	 1/6	 (as sharer)
Cons. brother	 ..	 ..	 213 x (7/12) = 7/18'
Cons. sister	 ..	 ..	 1/3 x(7/12) =7/36 	 (as residuarie.$)

100. Descendants of brothers and sisters, without any ancestor.—lf there
are no brothers or sisters of any kind, and no ancestors, but there are children
of bothers and of sisters, the estate (minus the share of the husband or wife. if
any) will devolve upon them according to the principle of represcntaticm
described in secs. 93, 94 and 95, that is to say—

(1) The children of each full or consanguine brother will take the portion
which their father. if living, would have taken as a Residuary, and they
will divide it among them according to the rule of the double share to
the male; and the children of each full or consanguine sister will take
the portion which their mother, if living, would have taken either as a
Sharer or as a Residuary, and they will divide it among them according
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also to the rule of the double share to the male.
(2) The children of each uterine brother will take the portion which their

father, if living, would have taken as a Sharer, and they will divide it
equally among them; and so will the children of each urtcrine sister.

(3) If there are no children of brothers or sisters, the estate will devolve
upon thegrandchildren of brothers and sisters according to the
principle of representation, that is to say, the grandchildren of full or
consanguine brothers and sisters take the portion which their
respective parents, if living would have taken and divide it among them
according to the rule of the double share to the male, and the
grandchildren of uterine brothers and sisters take the portion which
their respective parents, if living, would have taken, and divide it equally
among them without distinction of sex.

Baillie, II, 284.

Illustrations
(a) Husband	 1/2 (as sharer)

Ut. brother's daughter	 1/3	 (as sharer, being her father's portion)
Full brother's daughter	 1/6	 (as residuary, being her father's portion)
Cons. brother's son	 (excluded by/li/i brother's daughter)

(b) Suppose the claimants to he as shown in the second line of the following diagram, that
0 Say, -

two sons and a daughter of a full brother, BI;
a daughter of another full brother, B2;
a son and a daughter of a uterine brother, UB;
a daughter of a uterine sister, US;

B1(113)	 B2(1/3)	 UB(1/6)	 US( 1/6)

F­ t I	 I	 ISI	 S2	 Dl	 D2	 S3	 1)3	 D4
(2/15) (2/15) (1/15)	 (1/3)	 (1/12)	 (1/12)	 (1/6)

(2/3 as residuaries)	 (1/3 as sharers)

First, assign their respective shares to the brothers and sisters thus:—
LID and US	 1/3	 (as sharers), each taking 1/6;
131 and B2	 21	 (as residuaries), each taking 1/3;

Next assign for-,tons to their children thus:—
US's share 1/6 will go to her daughter D4;
UB's share 1/6 will he divided equal/v between S3 and 1)3, each taking 1/12;
B2's share 1/3 will go to his daughter 1)2;
B l's share 113 will he divided among his two sons and his daughter according to the rule

of the double share to the male. so that St will take 2/5x1/3 = 2/15, S2 will also
take 2115, and 1)1 will take I'5 x 13 = 1115.

The shares will thus he 2/ 1 5+2/15+}/15+l/3+l/12+l/12+l/6 = 1.
Suppose that in the above case the children of the brothers and sisters had all predeceased

the propositus, and that SI had left a son and a daughter, that S3 also had left a son and a daughter,
and the remaining live nephews and nieces had each left a son. In that case the share ofSl, that is.
2/I5, would be divided between his son and his daughter according to the rule of the double share
to the male, the son taking 2/3 x 2/I5 = 4/45, and the daughter 1/3 x 2/I5 = 2/45. The share of
S3. that is, 1/12, would he divided equal/v between his son and daughter, they being descendants
Of a uterine brother, so that each would take 1/24. The sons of S2, D I, 1)2, 1)3, and 1)4, would take
their respective parents' portion.
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101. Grandparents and remoter ancestors with brothers and sisters or
their descendants.—Q) If the deceased left grandparents and also brothers or
sisters, the estate (minus the share of the husband or wife, if any) is to he
distributed among grandparents and brothers and sisters, according to the
following rules:—

(a) A paternal grandfather counts as a full or consanguine brother, and a
paternal grandmother counts as a full or consanguine sister.

(b) A maternal grandfather counts as a uterine brother, and a maternal
grandmother counts as a uterine sister.

(2) On failure of grandparents, the remoter ancestors of the deceased stand
in the place of the grandparents through whom they are respectively connected
with the deceased. On failure of brothers or sisters, their descendants stand in
the place of their respective parents.

Baillie, II, 281, 391-392; Wilson, Anglo-Muhammadan Law, Sec 468.
The effect of the above rules is that when among heirs of the second class you find a Single

brother or sister, full, consanguine or uterine, what you have to do is to substitute for grandparents
so many brothers and sisters according to the above rules, and then assign shares to grandparents
as if they were so many brothers and sisters, as is done in the following illustrations:—

(a) Paternal grandfather 	 (=full brother)	 2/3
2 Full sisters	 0

Note.—Here the full sister takes as a residuary with the paternal grandfather, the latter being
counted as a full brother.

(b) Paternal grandfather 	 (= consanguine brother)	 2/3
Consanguine sister	 1/3

Note.—Here the consanguine sister takes as a residuary with the paternal grandfather, the
latter being counted as a consanguine brother.

(c) Uterine brother	 1/3	 (each taking 1/6)
Maternal grandmother (=ut. sister)
2 Full sisters	 2/3	 (as sharers)

Note.—Here the maternal grandmother counts as a uterine sister, so that the case is the same
as if we had a uterine brother and a uterine sister; these take 0 between them as sharers.

(d) Full brother	 4/18 '\
Full sister	 2/18 \ 2/3 as residuaries.
Father's father	 (=fullbrother)	 4/18
Father's mother	 (=full sister)	 2118
Mother'sfarher	 (=ut. sister)	 1/6 \
Mother's mother	 (=ut. sister)	 1/6 	

1i3 as sharers.

Note.— First substitute brothers and sisters for grandparents, so that we have 2 full brothers,
2 full sisters, one uterine brother and one uterine sister. The uterine brother and sister take 1/3
between them as sharers. The residue 2/3 is to be divided between full brothers and 2 full sisters
is residuaries according to the rule of the double share to the male. Each brother therefore takes
2/6 x 213 = 4/18, and each sister 1/6 x 2/3 = 2/18. The result would be the same if instead of a full
brother and a full sister in the above case, there were a consanguine brother and a consanguine
sister.

(c) Uterine brother 	 =	 1/9
Uterine sister 	 =	 1/9	 1/3 as sharers.
Mother's mother	 (=uterine sister) =	 1/9
Father's father	 (=con. brother) =	 1/3
Father's mother	 (=con. sister)	 =	 1/6	 2/3 as residuaries.
Con, sister	 =	 1/6

Note.— Substitute "uterine sister" for "mother's mother," so that we have one uterine brother
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and two uterine sisters. Next as there is a consanguine sister, substitute "consanguine brother" for
"father's father" and " consanguine sister" for" father's mother." The uterine brother and the two
uterine sisters take collectively 1/3 as sharers. The residue 2/3 is to be divided between one
consanguine brother and two consanguine sisters as residuaries according to the rule of the double
share to the male. The brother therefore takes 2/4 x 2/3 = 113, and each sister takes 1/4 x 211-1/6.

(f) Husband	 ..	 ..	 1(2
Father'sfather(=full brother) \
Full brother)	

1/2 as residuaries, each taking 1/4

(g) Wife	 ..	 ..	 1/4
Uterine sister	 ..
Uterine brother 	 ..	 .4 1/3	 as sharers, each
Maternal grandfather	 ..	 ..	 taking 1/9

(=ut. brother)	 ..
Paternal grandfather	 ..	 ..	 5/12 (as residuary)

Note.—In the above case, it is all the same whether you count the paternal grandfather as a
full brother or as a consanguine brother; in either case he takes as a residuary.

(h) Full brother's son	 1/2	 (being his father's share)
Father'sfather(=full brother)	 1/2

Note.—The above illustration is taken from Baillie, II, pp. 327-328, 392.

Distribution among Heirs of the Third Class

102. Order of succession among heirs of the third class.—(I If there are
no heirs of the first or second class, the estate (minus the share of the husband
or wife, if any) devolves upon the heirs of the third class in the order given
below:—

(1) Paternal and maternal uncles and aunts of the deceased.
(2) Their descendants h.1.s., the nearer in degree excluding the more

remote.
(3) Paternal and maternal uncles and aunts of the parents.
(4) Their descendants h.1.s., the nearer in degree excluding the more

remote.
(5) Paternal and maternal uncles and aunts of the grandparents.
(6) Their descendants h.1.s., the nearer in degree excluding the more

remote.
(7) Remoter uncles and aunts and their descendants in like order.

(2) Of the above groups each in turn must be exhausted before any member
of the next group can succeed.

Exception.—If the only claimants be the son of a fullpaternal uncle and a
consanguine paternal uncle, the former though he belongs to group (2),
excludes the latter who is nearer and belongs to group (1).

Baillie, II, 285.286,329-332.
Erception to sub-sec. (2). —The Shias are the followers of All. All was a cousin of the Prophet.

He was also the son-in-law of the Prophet, having been married to his favourite daughter Fatima.
The Shias maintain that on the death of the Prophet the Caliphat (successorship to the Prophet)
ought to have gone first to Au, on the ground that he was the nearest male heir ofthe Prophet. But
the Prophet had also left a consanguine paternal uncle (named Abbas), and All was but a cousin
of the Prophet, being the son of a full paternal uncle (Abu Talib) of the Prophet. All therefore
could not be the nearest male heir, unless the son of a full paternal uncle was entitled to succeed
in preference to a consanguine uncle. To uphold, however, the claim of All and that of the lineal
descendants of the Prophet through Fatima, the Shias had to hold that the son of a full paternal
uncle was entitled to succeed in preference to a consanguine paternal uncle, and this accounts for
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the exception to sub-sec. (2) above.
No sharers in the third class of heirs.—The heirs of the third class are all Residuaries. There

is no sharer among them as will be seen on referring to the Table of Sharers given above.
103. Uncles and aunts.—To distribute the estate among uncles and aunts

proceed as follows:—
(1) First, assign 2/3 of the estate to the paternal side, that is, to paternal

uncles and aunts, even if there be only one such, and 113 to the
maternal side, that is, to maternal uncles and aunts, even if there be
only one such.

(2) Next, divide theportion assigned to the paternal side (that is 2/3 of the
estate) among the paternal uncles and aunts exactly as if they were
brothers and sisters of the deceased, that is to say:-
(i) assign to uterine paternal uncles and aunts—

(a) if there be two or more of them, 1/3 to be equally divided
among them;

(b) if there be only one of them, 1/6;
(ii) divide the remainder among full paternal uncles and aunts

according to the rule of the double share to the male, and, failing
them, among consanguine paternal uncles and aunts according to
the same rule.

(3) Lastly, divide the portion assigned to the maternal side, among the
maternal uncles and aunts as follows:-
(i) assign to uterine maternal uncles and aunts—

(a) if there be two or more of them, 1/3 to be equally divided

among them;
(b) if there be only one of them, 1/6;

(ii) divide the remainder equally among full maternal uncles and
aunts, and,failing them, among consanguine maternal uncles and
aunts.

(4) If there be no uncle or aunt on the maternal side, the paternal side
takes the whole. Similarly, if there be no uncle or aunt on the paternal
side, the maternal side takes the whole.

Baitlie, II, 285, 286, 329.
Note.—In working out examples, proceed in the order given in this section.

Full pat. uncle .. 	 5/6 x 213 = 5/9
(a) 2/3	 Cons. pat .uncle	 =0	 (excluded byfiill pat. uncle)

Ut. pat. uncle	 1/6 x 2/3 = 1/9
Full ,not.uncle	 5/6 x 1/3 = 5/18

1/3	 Cons. mat.uncle =0	 (excluded b'yfidi pat. uncle)
ULmaLuncle	 1/6x1/3=1/1S

2/3 1Fu11paLau1t	 2/3
(b) Cons. pat.uncle .. 	 (excluded byftill pat. aunt)

1/3 ULmaLaunt	 1/3
(C)	 Full pat. uncle	 2/3	 (takes a double share, being a male)

Full pat. aunt	 1/3
(d)	 Full mat. uncle	 5/6

Ut. mat. uncle	 1/6	 (being only one)
ICons. pat. uncle..	 5/6x 213 =5/9

	

1ULpuwk ..	 1/6x2/3=1/9
1/3	 Ut. mat. aunt	 ..	 ..	 1/3
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(t)	 f Full pat. uncle ..	 =	 2/3 x 4/9 = 8127
2i3 / Full pat. aunt	 ..	 1/3 x 4/9 = 4127

\4UL pat. uncles ..	 1/3x2/3=2/9	 1'6 x Z9 —1"7
2 Ut. pat. aunts .. 	 each taking	 -

1	 1 1 Ut. mat. uncle	 112 x 1/3= 1/6
I Ut. mat. aunt	 1/2 x 1/3 = 1/6
8/27+4/27+219+1/6+1/6=1

(g) Full mat. uncle ..	 112
Full mat. aunt	 ..	 1/2

Note.—Maternal uncles and aunts take equally without distinction of sex.

(h) Ut. mat. uncle	 \
Ut. mat. aunt	 )	

1/3, each taking 1/6

Full mat, uncle	 \
Full ma!, aunt	 )	

2/3, each taking 113

Note.— The above result is in accordance with rule (3) above, namely, that the full maternal
uncles and aunts take equally without distinction of sex. This proposition, however, is not free from
doubt. There is another possible view, namely, that full maternal uncles an aunts takcequally only
if there are no uterine maternal uncles and aunts (as in ill. (g)], and that it there be any such uncles
or aunts (as in the above illustration), they take according to the rule of the double share to the
male. According to this view the full maternal uncle in the above illustration is entitled to 2/3 x2/3
= 4/9, and the full maternal aunts to 1/3 x 2/3 = 219. The same remarks apply to consanguine
maternal uncles and aunts. See Baillie, II, pp. 285, 286, and Querry's Translation of the
Sharaya-ul-Islam, ss.214-219; Ameer Au, 5th ed., Vol.11, pp. 119-120.

104. Descendants of uncles and aunts.—If there are no uncles or aunts of
any kind, children of deceased uncles and aunts take the portion of their
respective parents according to the principle of representation described in
secs.80,81, and 82 the children of each full or consanguine paternal uncle or
aunt dividing their parents' share among them according to the rule of the
double share to the male, and the children of each of the remaining uncles and
aunts, that is, of uterine paternal uncles and aunts, and of maternal uncles and
aunts, whether full, consanguine or uterine, dividing their parents' share equally
among them.

If there are no children of uncles or aunts, the grandchildren of uncles and
aunts take the portion of their respective parents according to the same
principles.

Baillie, 11,287
Note.—in working out examples, first ascertain the hypothetical shares of uncles and aunts.

(a) The sI-Jvvng relations are-
a son and a daughter of a uterine paternal uncle, an a daughter of a f,i 1 paternal aunt,
as shown in the following diagram:-

-	 Ut. pat. áncte(1/6) 	 Full pat. aunt (5/6)

son(1/12)	 daughter (1/12)	 daugater (5/6)
The uterine uncle takes 1/6. The aunt of the full blood takes the residue 5/6. The uterine

uncle's share 116 is to be divided equally between his son and daughter. The aunt's share 5/6 goes
to her daughter.

(b) Paternal uncle's son.. 2/3 (the portion of the paternal side)
Maternal aunt's son .. 1/3 (the portion of the maternal side)

(c) The surviving relations are (e)-.-
a great-granddaughter of a full paternal uncle, D1;

(e) Aga Sheralli v. Bai Kulswn (1908)32 Born. 450.
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a great-grandson and a great-granddaughter of another such uncle, Si and D2;
a great-granddaughter of a full paternal aunt, D3;

Full pat. uncle (2/5)	 Full pat. tincle (2/5) 	 Full pat. aunt (1/5)

D1(215)	 Si(4/15)	 D2(21	
I

15)3

The two uncles take each twice as much as the aunt, so that each uncle takes 2/5 and the aunt
takes 1/5. The first uncle's share 2.15 goes to his descendant D1.

The second uncle's share 2/5 is to be divided between his two descendantsSl and D2 according
to the rule of the double share to the male, so that SI takes 2/3 x 2/5 = 4/15 and D2 takes
1!3x 215 = 2/15

The aunt's share 115 passes to her descendant D3.
According to Hanafi law, the shares will be as stated in ill. (b) to sec. 65 above.

105. Other heirs of the third class.—If there are no descendants of uncles
or aunts, the estate will devolve upon the other heirs of the third class in the
order of succession given in sec. 102, the distribution among higher uncles and
aunts being governed by the principles stated in sec. 103, and that among their
descendants being governed by the principles states in sec. 104.

Baillie, II, 287, 331, 332-
The "Return" and the "Increase"

106. Doctrine of "Return".—If there is a residue left after satisfying the
claims of Sharers, but there are no Residuaries in the class to which the sharers
belong; the residue reverts, su5ject to the three exceptions noted in secs.107,
108 and 109, to the Sharers in the proportion of their respective shares.

Baillie, II, 262.
Note.—In working Out examples, follow the rules given in the notes appended to ill. (0 and

ill. (1) to sec. 66.	 -
(a) Mother	 ..	 1/6	 Increased to 114

Daughter	 ..	 1/2 =3/6	 Increased to 3/4
Brother	 ..	 0	 (excluded, as being an heir

of the second class)

Note.—By Hanati law, the brother would have taken the residue 1,3.
(b) Mother	 1/6	 Increased to 1/5

Father	 1/6	 Increased to 1/5
Daughter	 1/2 = 3/6	 Increased to 3/5

Note.—By Hanaf law, the father would have taken the residue 1/6 as a Residuary.
(C)	 Ift. sister	 1/6	 increased to 1/4

Con. sister	 1/2 = 3/6	 increased to 3/4

Baillie, II, 335-336.
Note. —If there was a full sister instead of a consanguine sister, the uterine sister would have

been excluded from participating in the Return. See sec. 109 below.

107. Husband and wife and "Return".—Neither the husband nor the wife
is entitled to the Return if there is any other heir. If the deceased left a husband
but no other heir, the surplus will pass to the husband by Return. If the deceased
left a wife, but no other heir, the older view was that the wife will take her share
1/4, and the surplus will escheat to the Crown; in other words, that the surplus
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never reverts to a wife. But in Abdul Hamid Klzan v. Pcarr Mirza (/) the Oudh
Court followed the opinion of Ameer Au (Mahomedan Law, Vol. II, 5th Ed.,
at p. 1254) and held that the rule now in force is that the widow is entitled to
take by return.

Baillie H, p. 262. See sec. 92 and the notes thereto.
(a) Wife	 1/8

Father	 1/8 increased to 115 x(7/8)
Mother	 .... . 1/6	 increased 115 (itS)
Daughter	 ..	 112 =3/6	 increased to 315 x (7/8)

Note.—By lianafi law, the residue 1/24 would go to the father as a Residuary.
(b) Husband	 1/4

Father	 ..	 ..	 1/6	 increased to 1/4 x(3/4)
Daughter	 ..	 112 = 3/6 increased to 3/4x(3/4)

= 5/40
= 7/40
= 7/40

= 21/40

= 4/15
3/16

= 9/15
Note.—By Hanafi law, the residue 1/12 would go to the father as a Residciy.

108. Mother when excluded from "Return".---I[ the deceased left a mother,
a father, and one daughter, and also -

(a) two or more full or consanguine brothers, or
(b) one such brother and two such sisters, or
(c) four such sisters,

the brothers and sisters, though themselves excluded from inheritance as being
heirs of the second class, prevent the mother from participating in the Return,
and the surplus reverts to the father and the daughter in the proportion of their
respective shares. This is the only case in which the mother is excluded from the
Return.

Baillie, II, 272,317-318,365,386.
Mother	 ..	 ..	 1/6	 = 4/24
Father..	 ..	 1/6 increased to 1/4 x (5/6) 	 = 5(24
Daughter	 ..	 1/2 =3/6 increased to 3/4 x (5/6)	 15,24
2jidl brothers	 ..	 ..	 0	 (excluded)

109. Uterine brothers and sisters when excluded from 'Return".—If there
are uterine brothers or sisters, and also full sisters, the uterine brothers and
sisters are not entitled to participate in the Return, and the residue goes entirely
to the full sisters. This rule does not apply to consanguine sisters. Consanguine
sisters and uterine brothers and sisters divide the Return in proportion to their
shares.

Baillie, II, 335-336.
(a) Uterine brother

Full sister
(I,) Uterine brother

Uterine sister
Full sister

(c) Wife
Uterine sister
Full sister

=16
1/2 (as sharer) + 113 (by Return)	 = 5/6

::	 )
!/3 each taking 1/6
1(2 (as sharer) + 1/6 (by Return)	 = 2i
1/4=3/12
1/6=2112
1/2 (as sharer) + 1/12 (by Return)= 7112

Note.—The wife in case (c) is not entitled to the "Return"as there are other heirs of the
deceased (s.107). The uterine sister is excluded from the "Return" by the full sister, and the latter
takes the whole "Return."

Consanguine sister.—There is a conflict of opinion whether a consanguine suter is entitled to
the whole "Return" in the absence of a full sister. The author of the Sharaya-uJ-Jslarn is of opinion
that she is not. The author of the Kafi is of opinion that she is. See sec. 106, ill.(c).

(/) (1935) 10 Luck. 550,153 I.C. 379, (15) A.O. iS. 	 (g) Mujswrnr.at K5ècretay of State

•1
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110. Doctrine of "Increase".—The Sunni doctrine of Increase is not
recognized in the Shia law. According to the Shia law, if the sum total of the
shares exceeds unity, the fraction in excess of the unity is deducted invariably
from the share of -

(a) the daughter or daughters; or
(b) full or consanguine sister or sisters.

Balilie, II, 263,396.
(a) Husband	 ..	 1/4 =3/12	 = 3/12

Daughter	 ..	 112 = 6/12 reduced to (6/12-112) 	 = 5/12
Father	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 =2/12
Mother	 ..	 1/6=2/12	 =2/12

13/12	 1
Note.—Here the excess over unity is 1/12, and this is to be deducted from the daughter's share.
(b) Husband	 1/4 =3/12	 = 3/12

2 daughters	 2/3 =8/12	 reduced to	 = 5/12 (each 5/24)
(8/12-3/12

Father
Mother

(C) Husband
2 full (or cons.) sister

1/6 = 2/12	 =2112
1/6=2/12	 =2/12

15/12	 1
112 = 3/6	 =3/6= 112
2/3 = 4/6 reduced to 	 = 3/6 = 1/2

(4/6-1/6)	 (each 1/4)
7/6	 1

(d) Husband	 1/2
Uterine sister or brother 	 1/6
Full (or cons. ) sister	 1/2 reduced to(1/2-1/6)= 1/3

176
Reason of the rule.—The reason of the rule laid down in this section is stated to be that since

a full sister, whether co-existing with uterines, gets the full benefit of the "Return" (s.106), it is but
fair that when the sum total of the shares exceeds unity, she should bear the deficit. But what then
of the consanguine sister? According to the Sharaya-u!-Islam. a consanguine sister is not entitled
to the whole "Return" when she co-exists with uterines. Why then should she bear the deficit?

111. Escheat.—On failure of all natural heirs, the estate of a deceased Shia
Mahomedan escheats to the Government (g).

Baillie, II, 301, 362-363. See sec. 92.

Miscellaneous

112. Eldest son—The eldest son, if of sound mind, is exclusively entitled to
the wearing apparel of the father, and to his Koran, sword and ring, provided
the deceased has left property besides those articles.

Baillie, II, 279.

113. Childless widow.—A childless widow takes no share in her husband's
lands, but she is entitled to her one-fourth share in the value of trees and
buildings standing thereon, as well as In his movable property including debts
due to him though they may be secured by a usufructuary mortgage or otherwise.

Baillie, II, 295; Mir 4111 v. Sajuda Begun (h); Umardaraz All Khan v. Wilayat All Khan (i);
Muzaffar 411 v. Parbati (j); Aga Mahonied Jaffer v. Koolsom Beebee (k); Dwa Das v. Nawab All
Khan (1), Syed All v. S ,'ed Muhammad (tn).
(10\ ç p . cs, ai t i- a, PIAN A P 11	 ii, 1 (1 WE ic ri o V r

(h) (1897) 21 Mad. 27.	 (1) (1926)48 All. 557,95 I.C. 19,('26) A.A. 522.
(1) (1896) 19 Aft. 169.	 (m) (1928)7 Pat. 426,116 IC. 525, ('28) A.P. 441.
(1) (1907) 29 All. 640.	 (n) (1897)25 Cal. 9 P.0 supra.



Ss. 113.1141	 SHIA LAW OFINHER.ITANCE	 0	 99

The expression "lands" in this section is not confined to agricultural land only, it includes lands
forming the site of building (n). But a childless widow in the absence of other heirs, was held entitled
to inherit in addition to her one-fourth all the remainder of her husband's property, including a
house by virtue of the doctrine of "return"(o).

114. Illegitimate child.—An illegitimate child does not inherit at all, not
even from his mother or her relations, nor do they inherit from him.

Baillie, 11, 305; Sahebzadee Begum v. Hirn,nut Bahadur (p).

(o) Abdul Haniid Khan v. Peare Mirw (1925) 10 W.R. 125.
Luck. 550, 153 I.C. 379, ('35) A.O. 78.

(p)(1869) 12 W.R. 512, S.C. on review (1870) 14



CHAPTER IX

WILLS

Works of authority: Hedaya, Fatawa Mamgirf and Baillie.— The leading authority on the
subject of wills is the Hedaya (Guide), which was translated from the original Arabic by four
Maulvis or Mahomedan lawyers and from Persian into English by Charles Hamilton, by order of
Warren Hastings, when he was Governor-General of India. The Hedaya was composed by Shaikh
Burhan-ud-Din All who flourished in the twelfth century. The author of the Hedaya belonged to
the Hanafi School, and it is the doctrines of that school that he has principally recorded in that
work. The Fatawa Alangiri is another work of authority, and it has been accepted by the Courts
in India as well as by the Privy Council as of greater authority than the Iiedaya. It was compiled in
the seventeenth century by command of the emperor Aurangzeb A]amgir. It is "a collection of the
most authoritativefirwas or expositions of law on all points that had been decided up to the time
of its preparation." The law there expounded is again the law of the Hanafi sect, as the Mahomedan
sovereigns of India all belonged to that sect. The first volume of Baillie's Digest of Mahomedan
law is founded chiefly on that work. Both the J-i'edaya and Falawa Alamgiri deal with almost all
topics of Mahomedan law, except that the law of Inheritance is not dealt with in the Hedaya. The
references to the Hedaya in this and subsequent chapters are given to the pages of Mr.Grady's
Edition of Hamilton's Hedaya. The first volume of Baillie's Digest is referred to as "Baillie." The
leading work on Shia law is Sharaya-u1-1s1ain for which see the preliminary note to sec. 87 above.

115. Persons capable of making wills.—Subject to the limitations
hereinafter set forth, every Mahomedan of sound mind and not a minor may
dispose of his property by will.

Hedaya, 673; Baillie, 627.
Majority under Mahomedan Law.—The age majority as regards matters other than marriage,

dower, divorce and adoption, is now regulated by the Indian Majority Act LX of 1875. Sec.3 of the
Act declares that a person shall be deemed to have attained majority when he shall have completed
the age of eighteen years. In the case, however, of a minor of whose person or property a guardian
has been appointed, or of whose property the superintendence has been assumed by a Court of
Wards, the Act provides that the age of majority shall be deemed to have been attained on the
minor completing the age of twenty-one years.

Minority under the Mahomedan law terminates on completion of the fifteenth year; therefore,
before the passing of Act IX of 1875, a Mahomedan who had attained the age of fifteen years was
competent to make a valid disposition of his property (Ameer Au, 4th ed., Vol. 1, pp.42-43). But
this rule of Mahomedan law, so far as regards matters other than marriage, dower and divorce
(adoption not being recognized by that law), must be taken to be superseded by the provisions of
the Majority Act, for the Act extends to the whole of India (si), and applies to every person,
domiciled in India (s.3). Hence minority in the case of Mahomedans for purposes of wills, gifts,
wakfs, etc., terminates not on the completion of the fifteenth year, but on completion of the
eighteenth year(a).

Shia law: Suicide.—A will made by a person after he has taken poison, or done any other act
towards the commission of suicide, is not valid under the Shia law: Baillie, 11,232. In MazharHusen
v. Bod.ha Bibi (b), the deceased first made his will, and afterwards took poison. It was held that
the will was valid, though he had contemplated suicide at the time of making the will.

116. Form of will immaterial.—A will (Vasiyyat) may be made either
verbally or in writing.

Writing not necessary.—"By the Mahonicdan law no writing is required to make a will valid,
and no particular form, even of verbal declaration, is necessary as long as the intention of the
testator is sufficiently ascertained" (c). In a case before the Privy Council a letter written by a

(a) Compare Bai Gulab v. Thakordal (1912) 36	 (c) MahonwdAl1afv.Ahmed Buksh (1876)25 WIt
Born. 622,17 I.C. 86.	 121 P.C.

(b) (1898)21 All. 91.
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testator shortly before his death and containing directions as to the disposition of his property, was
held to constitute a valid will (d). The mere fact that a document is called gamlik-naina
(assignment) will not prevent it from operating as a will, if it possesses the substantial characteristics
of a will (e). But where a Mahomedan executed a document which started, "1 have no son, and I
have adopted my nephew to succeed to my property and title," it was held by the Privy Council
that the document did not operate as a will. Nor did it operate as a gift, for there was no delivery
of possession to the nephew by the deceased (/). An immediate and irrevocable disposition subject
to the reservation of the usufruct for life operates as a gift and not as a will (g).

Un&r the Mahomedan Law no writing is required to make a valid will and no particular form
is necessary. Even a verbal declaration is a will. The intention of the testator to make a will must
be clear and explicit and form is immaterial. Revocation also is an inferential fact from proved facts
and circumstances in a given case. No express mention of revocation of the will is mandatory. The
bequest must be of one third of the testator's estate after meeting the funeral expenses and debts
and a bequest to an heir is invalid unless the other heirs consent to it after the demise of the testator.
A writing by a Mahomedan by way of a testamentary disposition is valid and binding on the persons
claiming through his estate. Where under the document styled as a will the testator declared his
daughter and nephew to be his heirs and mentioned their shares in the property bequeathed and
divided the properties during his lifetime and gave them in species and put the heirs in possession
for enjoyment and stated that the will would come into effect after his lifetime and there was no
mention that the bequest was of one third of his estate after deducting the funeral expenses and
debts, the recitals in the document and their cumulative effect would show that the testator devised
his properties by means of a conveyance and expressed the same by the words "by means of this
bond." Therefore, the document was a conveyance and not a will and since it was not registered it
was invalid though styled as a will and was not binding on the legal heirs. AIR 1940 Mad. 153 Rel.
on

VazeerBee v.PuttiBegim A.I.R. 1986—A.P.— 159.
A Mahomedan will, though in writing, does not require to be signed (h); nor, even if signed,

does it require attestation (i). The reason is that a Mahomedan will does not require to be in writing
at all.

Oral wi11 proof of.—The burden of establishing an oral will is always a very heavy one; it must
be proved with the utmost precision, and with every circumstance of time and place 0) . The Court
must be made certain that it knows what the speaker said and must from the circumstances and
horn the statement be able to infer for itself that testamentary effect was intended, in addition to
being satisfied of the contents of the direction given (k).

117. Bequests to heirs.— A bequest to an heir is not valid unless the other
heirs consent to the bequest after the death of the testator (1). Any single heir
may consent so as to bind his own share (m).

(d)Mazar Jiusen v. Bodha Bibi (1898) 21 All. 91; 	 I.C. 711, ('31) A.K. 285.
Abdul Hameed v. Mohamed Yoonus (1940)l MU.	 (k) Maha bit Prasad v. Mustafa (1937)41 Cal. W.N.
273,187 I.C. 414, ('40) A.M. 153. 	 933,168 I.C. 418, ('37) A.K. 174; ML Ithar Farina

(e)Sajad Kasum v. Shaista Bibi (1875) 7 N.W.P. Bibi v.ML Ansarfiibi (1939) A.L.J. 642,182 I.C. 801,
313;Jshri Singh v.BaldeO (1884)11 I.A. 135,141-143,
10 Cal. 792,800.802.

(J)Jeawanz Singieev.Jet Sings cc (1844)3 M.I.A. 245,
258; Macnaghten, p. 124, case 54.

(g)Mohammad v. Fak.hriahan (1922)49 I.A. 195,
44 All. 301,68 I.C. 254, ('22) A.PC. 281.

(h)Aulia Bibi v. Alauddin (1906) 28 All. 715.
(i) In rcAba Sotar (1905) 7 Born. L.R. 558 [Cutchi

Memon will]; Sarabai v. Mohamed (1919) 43 Born.
641, 49 I.C. 637 [Cutchi Mernon will); Ramjilal v.
AhmcdAli ('52) A. Madhya Bharat 56. See Section
138 and the following case: fbadatAli v.Baldia Co.
operative Bank (1968) 11 A.L.T. 124.

(j) Venkag Rao v. Na,ndco (1931)58 I.A. 362,133

('39) A.A. 348.
(I) Ghulam Mohammad v. Ghulam Husain (1932)

59 I.A. 74,54 All. 93,136 l.C.454, ('32) A.PC. 81; Shek
Muhammad v. Shek Jma,nud.din (1865) 2 B.H.C. 50;
Ahmad v. Bai Bibi (1916) 41 Born. 377, 39 I.C. 83
fBhagdari property); Muha,ram All v. Barkat Au
(1931) 12 Lah. 286, 125 l.C.886, ('30) AL. 695;
Ghu!am Mohammad V. Ghulam Husain (1932) 59
I.A. 74, 54 All. 93, 34 Born. L.R. 510,136 I.C. 454,
(32) A.PC. 81; Bafatun v. Bilaizi Khanum (1903) 30
Cal. 683.

(m) Salayjee v. Fatima (1923) 1 Rang. 60,63, 71 I.C.
753, ('22) A.PC. 391; Mohammad Ata Husain v.
Husain All (1944) 216 I.C. 276, ('44) A.O. 139.
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A bequest to an heir, either in whole or in part, is invalid, unless consented to by other heir or
heirs and whosoever consents, the bequest is valid to that extent only and binds his or her share.
Neither inaction nor silence can be the basis of implied consent. Narunnissa v. Sheikh Abdul Hamid,
AIR 1987 Karnataka, 222.

Explanation.—In determining whether a person is or is not an heir, regard
is to be had, not to the time of the execution of the will, but to the time of the
testator's death.

11hstrations
(a)A Mahomedan dies leaving him surviving a son, a father, and a paternal grandfather. Here

the grandfather is not an "heir," and a bequest to him will be valid without the assent of the son
and the father.

(aa) A Mahomedan dies leaving a son, a widow and a grandson by a predeceased son. The
grandson is not an heir and a bequest to him is valid to the extent of one-third without the consent
of the son and widow (n).

(b) A, by his will, bequeaths certain property to his father's father. Besides the father's father,
the testator has a son and a father living at the time of the will. The father dies in the lifetime of A.
The bequest to the grandfather cannot iake effect, unless the son assents to it, for the father being
dead, the grandfather is an "heir" at the time of A's death.

(c)A, by his will bequeaths certain property to his brother. The only relatives of the testator
living at the time of the will are a daughter and the brother. Alter the date of the will, a son is born
to A. The son, the daughter and the brother all survive the testator. The bequest to the brother is
valid, for though the brother was an expectant heir at the date of the wi14 he is not an "heir" at the
death of the testator, for he is excluded from inheritance by the son. If the daughter and the brother
has been the sole surviving relatives, the brother would have been one of the heirs, in which case
the bequest to him could not have taken effect, unless the daughter assented to it: Baillie, 625;
Hedaya, 672.

(d)A bequeaths property to one of his sons as his executor upon trust to expend such portion
thereof as he may think proper "for the testator's welfare hereafter by charity and pilgrimage," and
to retain the surplus for his sole and absolute use. The other sons do not consent to the legacy. The
bequest is void, for it is "in reality an attempt to give, under colour of a religious bequest," a legacy
to one of the heirs: Khajoorooni.csa v. Rowshan Jehan (1876)2 Cal. 184,3 IA. 291. If the bequest
had been exclusively for religious purposes, and if those purposes had been sufficiently defined, it
would have been valid to the extent of the bequeathable third.

(e) A Mahomedan leaves him surviving a son and a daughter. To the son he bequeaths
three-fourths of his property, and to the daughter one-fourth. If the daughter does not consent to
the disposition, she is entitled to claim a third of the property as her share of the inheritance: see
Fatima Bibee v. Ariff Isniailjee (1881) 9 CL. R.66.

(I) A document named as a partition deed is executed to which the father and his sons are
parties. It embodies a condition that two of the sons will not, after the father's death, claim any
share in any property not covered by the deed and that such property will go to the other three
sons. Such a disposition in favour of the three sons is testamentary and this bequest not having
been consented to by the two sons after the father's death, it is invalid under Mahomedan law.
KunhiAvulla v. KunhiAvulla ('64) A.ier. 201 (o).

It is for person who claims under a will to establish that other heirs had consented to bequest.
Bequest in excess of 1/3 of estate cannot take effect unless such bequest consented to by heirs after
death of testator. Yasin Iniwnbhai Shaikh v. Hajarabi 1986 - Bom.-357.

Hedaya, 621; Baillie, 625, as to Explanation. Under the Mahomedan law a bequest to an heir
is not valid without the consent of the other heirs; and such consent may be inferred from their
conduct (p). The policy of that law is to prevent a testator from interfering by will with the course

(n)Abdul Ban v. NasirAhmad ('33) A.O. 142,150 A.M. 131.
I. 330.	 (i,) Mahorned Husain v. ,lishabai (1934) 36 Born.

(o) See also Abdul JCafoor v. Abdul Razack ('59)	 L.R. 1155, 155 I.C. 334, ('35) A.B. 84.
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of devolution of property according to law among his heirs, although he may give a specified

portion, as a third to a stranger (q). The reason is that a bequest in favour of an heir would be an
injury to the other heirs, as it would reduce their share, and "would consequently induce a breach

of the ties of kindred" Hedaya, 671. But it cannot be so if the other heirs, "having arrived at the
age of majority," consent to the bequest. The consent necessary to give effect to the bequest must

be given after the death of the testator, for no heir is entitled to any interest in the property of the

deceased in his lifetime. The fact that an heir consenting to a bequest to a co-heir is an insolvent
at the time when the consent is given is immaterial; the consent is effective all the same (r).

Silence not consent.—Where a will contained a bequest excluding the female heirs and
mutation of names took place, it was held that consent of the heirs could not be implied from mere
silence on their part at the mutation proceedings (s).

Custom.—If the succession is governed by custom which does not destroy the testamentary
capacity of the owner the rule still applies. The bequest to an heir is invalid without the consent of
those who are the other heirs according to the custom (t).

Bequest subject to condition.—Where a bequest is made to an heir subject to a condition
which is void as being repugnant to the Mahomedan law, e.g., that the legatee shall not alienate
the property bequeathed, and the other heirs consent to the bequest, the legatee will take the
property absolutely as he would have done if he were a stranger (u). Similarly where a bequest is
made to an heir subject to the condition that in the event of his death the property shall go to X,
and the other heirs assent to the legacy, the condition attached to the legacy being void, he will take
the property absolutely (v). See sec. 164 below.

Bequests to heirs and non-heirs.—See notes to sec. 118 under the same head.

Bequest of remainder. —A bequeaths the rents of a house to one of his sons for life, and after

his death to a charitable society for the benefit of the poor. The other sons do not consent to the

legacy. The bequest to the son being void for want of assent of the other sons, the subsequent

bequest to charity also fails (w). A bequeaths the whole of his property to his widow for life and
thereafter to all his children. The bequest to the widow is invalid, unless the other heirs have

consented to it (x).
Shia law.—According to the Shia law, a testator may leave a legacy to an heir so long as it does

not exceed one-third of his estate. Such a legacy is valid without the consent of the other heirs. But

if the legacy exceeds one-third, it is not valid unless the other heirs consent thereto; such consent

may be given either before or after the death of the testator (y): Baillie, II, 244. But such consent

cannot be given after previous repudiation (r). The consent of the heirs will not, however, validate
the illegal conferment of a power of appointment or a transgression of the rule against perpetuities

(a). In Fahmida v. Jafri (b), the High Court of Allahabad laid it down as a broad proposition of
law that where a bequest to an heir exceeds one-third, and the other heirs do not consent to the
bequest, the bequest is void in its entirety. Fahinida 's case was followed by the same High Court

inAmrit Bibi v. Musuifa (c). But in the first case the bequest was of the entire property to one heir
(daughter) to the exclusion of the other heir (another daughter). In the second case also the

bequest was substantially of the whole of the testator's property to one heir (testator's widow) to

(q)Khajooroonssa v. Rowshaniehan (1876)2 Cal.

184, 196,3 I.A. 291.307.
(r)Azi.z.un-Nissa v. Chiene (1920) 42 All. 593, 59

I.C. 296; Imadadul Rahaman v. J'urbi Din (1938) 13
Lurk. 174,166 I.C. 980, ('37) A.O. 239, disapproving
Kali Charan v. Mohammad Jam it (1930) All. Li. 588,
122 I.C. 762, ('30) A.A. 498.

(s) 'zzuiJabbarKhan v. Chairman, Disü-iciKutchery
(1956) Nag. 501.

(:) Jrshad Ullah Khan v. Mt. Fakira Khan (1937) 12
Luck. 592,165 I.C. 322, ('37) A.O. 4.

(u) Abdul Karim v. Abdul Qgrm (1906) 28 All.
324.

(t') Nasir Ali v. Sughra Bibi (1920) 1 Lah. 302, 54
I.C. 853.

(w)Fatima Bibee. .4rzff Jsmailjee (1881)9 C.L.R..
66, with facts slightly altered.

(x)Anarali v. Omar All (1951)55 C.W.N. 33, ('51)
A.C. 7.

(y)Ijusaini Begam v. Muhammad Me/idi (1927)49
All. 547,100 I.C. 673, ('27) A.A. 340, dissenting from
Fohmida v.Jafri (1908) 30 All. 153 where it was held
that the consent must be given after the death of the

testator.
(z)MahabirPrasadv.MUstafa(1937)41 Cal. W.N.

933,168 I.C. 418, ('37) A. PC. 174.
(a)Nawarnh Ali Khan v. Ali Raza Khan (1948) 75

I.A. 62, (1948) A.PC. 134.
(b)(1908)30 All. 153.
(c)(1924)46 All. 28, 77 I.C. 66, ('24) A.A. 20.
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the exclusion of the other heir (daughter's daughter), and the Court treated it as a case of entire
exclusion of the daughter's daughter. In the latest Allahabad case on the subject (d), the testatrix
had two daughters, and it was not clear whether the bequest to one of them exceeded one-third.
In any event the finding of the Court was that each of the two daughters riad a portion of the estate
bequeathed to her. On these facts the Court refused to apply the rulings in the two earlier cases,
and upheld the bequest. As to the decision in the earlier cases it w- ; -,aid that it should be confined
to cases where the whole estate was bequeathed to one b'ir anu me other heirs were excluded
entirely from inheritance.'Ibis, it is submitted, is the correct view. The only authoritative text on
the subject is to be found in Sharaya- ui-Islam, where it is said: "If a person should make a will
excluding some of his children from their shares in his succession, the exclusion is not valid." The
text further goes on to say that the better view is that the words of exclusion "are quite futile and
of no efficacy whatever" Baillie, II, 238. The meaning of this text would appear to be that where a
bequest is made of the entire property to one heir to the exclusion of the other heirs, the will is to
be read as if it did not contain any disposition of the properly. But it does not follow that where a
bequest to an heir is not of the entire estate, but merely exceeds the legal third, such bequest also
is void in its entirety.

118. Limit of testamentary power.— A Mahomedan cannot by will dispose
of more than a third of the surplus of his estate after payment of funeral
expenses and debts. Bequests in excess of the legal third cannot take effect,
unless the heirs consent thereto after the death of the testator (e).

Heday4 671; Baillie, 625.
Origin of the rule.— "Wills are declared to be lawful in the Koran and the traditions; and all

our doctors, moreover, have concurred in this opinion": 1-feday4 671. But the limit of one-third is
not laid down in the Koran. This limit derives sanction from a tradition reported by Abee Vekass,
It is said that the Prophet paid a visit to Abee Vekass while the latter was ill and his life was
despaired of. Abee Vekass had no heirs except a daughter, and he asked the Prophet whether he
could dispose of the whole of his property by will to which the Prophet replied saying that he could
not dispose of the whole, nor even two-thirds, nor one-half, but only one-third: Hedaya 671. But
though the limit of one-third is not prescribed by the Koran, there are indications in the Koran that
a Mahomedan may not so dispose of his property by will as to leave his heirs destitute. See Sale's
Koran, Sura IV, and the Preliminary Discourse—section VI.

Consent of heirs.— It will be seen from this and the preceding section that the power of a
Mahomemian to dispose of his property by will is limited in two ways, first, as regards the persons to
whom the property may be bequeathed, and, secondly, as regards the extent to which the property
may be bequeathed. The only case in which a testamentary disposition is binding upon the heirs is
where the bequest does not exceed the legal third and it is made to a person who is not an heir.
But a bequest in excess of the legal third may be validated by the consent of the hirs; similarly, a
bequest to an heir may be rendered valid by the consent of the other heirs. The reason is that the
limits of testamentary power exist solely for the benefit of the heirs, and the heirs may, if they like
forgo the benefit by giving their consent. For the same reason, if the testator has no heirs, he may
bequeath the whole of his property to a stranger: see Bailfie, 625.

If the heirs do not consent, the remaining two-thirds must go to the heirs in the shares
prescribed by the law. The testator cannot reduce or enlarge their shares, nor can he restrict the
enjoyment of their shares (1).

Consent cannot be rescinded.— As to the consent of heirs to a legacy exceeding the legal third,
it is to be remembered that the consent once given cannot be rescinded: Hedaya 671.

Consent maybe expressed or implied.— The consent need not be express: it may be signified
by conduct showing a fixed and unequivocal intention.A bequeaths the whole of his property, which
consists of three houses, to a stranger. The will is attested by his two sans who are his only heirs.
AfterA 's death the legatee enters into possession and recovers the rents with the knowledge of the

(d) Hussaini Begwn v. Muhammad Mehdi (1927) 350.
49 All. 547, 100 I.C. 673, ('27) A.A. 340.	 (f)Jcewa v. YacoobA ily (1928)6 Rang. 542,114 LC.

(e)Khajooroonissa v. Rowshan Jehan (1876)2 Cal. 303, ('28) A.R. 307.
184, 3 I.A. 291; Cherachom v. Valia (1865)2 M.H.C.
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sons and without any objection from them. These facts are sufficient to constitute consent on the
part of the sons, and the bequest will take effect as against the sons and persons claiming through
them (g).

Bequests to heirs and non-heirs.— Where by the same will a legacy is given to an heir and a
legacy also to a non- heir, the legacy to the heir is invalid unless assented to by the other heirs, but
the legacy to the non-heir is valid to the extent of one-third of the property. A bequeaths 1/3 of his
property toS, a non-heir, and 2/3 toH, one of his heirs. The other heirs do not assent to the bequest
to H. The result is that Swill take 1/3 under the will, and the remaining 2/3 will be divided among
all the heirs ofA (h). Similarly ifA bequeaths the whole of his property to his wife and a non-heir,
and the bequest to the wife is not assented to by the other heirs of A, the non-heir will take 1/3
under the will (that being the maximum disposable under the will), and the remaining 2/3 will be
divided among the heirs of  ().

S, a Mw.lim, purchased certain properties and became the absolute owner thereof. S left a
will by which he gave a life interest in favour of his wife, namely, the first defendant and gave the
remainder to his sister's son, the second defendant. The validity of this will was challenged by the
brother of S who contended that the will was not in accordance with their personal law. The trial
Court found that the will was true but was not valid. On appeal by the defendants:

The terms of the will provided that the first defendant should enjoy the properties for her life,
and thereafter, the second defendant was to take the properties as his absolute properties. In this
respect, no contingency was involved. The period during which the right to enjoy the usufructs of
the properties was postponed was again the creature of the intention of the testator. So long as
such a situation was not repugnant either to the personal law or even to the common law full force
had to be given to such a recital. It has to be reconciled and not understood as a contingent bequest
to the remainderman. The possible reconciliation which could be effected was by treating the words
as postponing the right of the remainderman to enjoy the properties till after the intervening life
estate holder.

The bequest to an heir coupled with a bequest to a non-heir had to be reconciled as far as
possible and the totality of the instrument could not be rejected in loto. If this was the method by
which such an instrument has to be understood and interpreted, then it should be held that the
5equest to the first defendant who was an heir in this case was not valid, because it was against the
personal law but, in so far as the bequest to a non-heir, namely the second defendant was concer-
ned it would be operative to the extent of a third of the estate of S.

(On facts): the first plaintiff and P.W. 2 together would be entitled to 3/4 x 2 of the totality of
the estate; the first defendant would be entitled to 1/4 x 7/3 and the balance of 1/12 would be the
share of the totality of the estate which would be the property of the second defendant. fT.
Ramaprasada Rao and N. Ratnavel Pandian, JJ.] Rahumath Ammal v. Mohammed Mydeen
Rowther (1978) 2 M.L.J. 499:91 LW. 369.

Bequest for pious purposes.— A bequest, though it be for pious purposes, can only be made
to the extent of the bequcathabte third (j).

Commission to executor.— A commission to an executor by way of remuneration is "a
gratuitous bequest, and ... certainly not in any sense a debt." It is therefore subject to the rules
contained in this and the preceding section (k).

Cutchi Meinons and Khojas.— As to Cutchi Memons and Khojas see sections 23 and 24 supra.
Shia law.— Under the Shia law, the consent necessary to validate a bequest exceeding the

legal third may be given either before or after the death of the testator: Baillie, II, 233.

(g)Daulatram v.Abdi4Kavum (1902)26 Born. 497.
Sec also Sharifa Bibi v. Gulam Mahomed (1892) 16
Mad. 43; Maho,ned Hussain v. Aishabai (1934) 36
Born. L.R. 1155, 155 I.C. 334, ('35) A.B. 84; Ma
Kha:oon v. Ma Mya (1936) 165 I.C. 232, ('36) A.R.
448; Faqir MahomedKhan v. Hasan Khan (1941) 16
Luck. 93,190 I.C. 132, ('41) A.O. 25.

(h) Muhammad v.Aulia Bibi (1920)42 All. 497,61
I.C. 947; Ghularn Jannat v. Ramat Din (1934) 15 Lah.
889, 153 I.C. 33, (34) A. L_ 427.

(i) (1920)42 All. 497, at p. 502,61 I.C. 947, supra;
Abdul Barr v. Nasir Ahmed ('33) AD. 142, 150 I.C.
330: Mohammad Ala Husain v. Husain Ali (1944)
216 I.C. 276, ('44) A.O. 139.

(j) Bad,u/ Islam .4/i Khan v. ,4!i Bem (1935) 16
Lab. 782,158 I.C. 465, ('35) A.L 251

(k)Aga Mahomedfaffer v. Koolso,: B,'ebee (1897)
25 Cat. 9,18 P.C.; Sala)jee v. Fatima (1923) 1 Rang.
60,71 I.C. 753, ('22) A.PC. 391.
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119. Abatement of legacies.— If the bequests exceed the legal third, and
the heirs refuse their consent, the bequests abate rateably.

Hedaya, 766; BalIhe, 636-637.
Bequests for pious purposes.— Bequests for pious purposes fall under three classes according

to the purpose for which they are made, namely:—
(1) Bequests for faraiz, that is, purposes expressly ordained in the Koran, namely, (i) haj

(pilgrimage), (ii) zakat (tithe or poor's rate), and (iii) expiation, e.g., for prayers missed by a
Mahomedan.

(2) Bequests for wajiba: , that is, purposes not expressly ordained, but which are in themselves
necessary and proper, namelysadakafiiraz (charity given on the dayof breaking fast), and sacrifices.

(3) Bequests for nawafi4 that is, bequest of a purely voluntary nature e.g. bequests to the
poor, or for building a mosque, or a bridge, or an inn for travellers.

Of these three classes bequests of the first class take precedence over bequests of the second
and the third class, and bequests of the second class take precedence over bequests of the third
class. In class (1) again, a bequest for haj must be paid before a bequest for zakat or tithe, and a
bequest for tkat must be paid before a bequest by way of expiation.

Hedaya, 688; Baillie, 653-654.
Shia law.— The Shia law is different for that law does not recognize the principle of rateable

distribution. Under that law if a testator bequeaths 1/3 of his estate to A, 1/4 to B, and 1/6 to C,
and the heirs refuse to confirm the bequests, A, the legatee first named, takes 113, and B and C
take nothing: Baihie, II, 235. But if, instead of 1(3, 1/12 was given toil, then A would take 1/12,
and $ would take 1/4, but C, who is last in order would not be entitled to anything as 1/12 + 1/4
exhausts the legal third. To the above rules there is an exception—where there are successive
bequests of the exact third to two different persons, as where a testator bequeaths 1/3 of his
property toil, and 1/3 again to B, in such a case the later bequest would be a revocation of the
earlier bequest, so that B would take the whole of the one-third, andil would take nothing: Baillie,
II, 235. If a will is made of the whole property in favour of a single legatee, then no doubt that
legatee may claim that he should take one-third of the property. But where there are different
objects provided for in the document, there is no rule by which each object should be reduced to
one-third of the amount and therefore the document does not appear to be valid as a will (1).

120. Bequest to unborn person.— A bequest to a person not yet in existence
at the testator's death is void; but a bequest may be made to a child in the womb,
provided it is born within six months from the date of the will.

The legatee, according to Mahomedan law, must be a person competent to receive the legacy:
Baillie, 624; he must therefore be a person in existence at the death of the testator (m). As to
bequests to a child in the womb, see Hedaya, 674.

121. Lapse of legacy.— If the legatee does not survive the testator, the
legacy will lapse, and form part of the estate of the testator.

Compare the Indian Succession Act, 1925, sec. 105, which, however, does not apply to
Mahomedans.

Shia law.— Under the Shia law the legacy would, in such a case, pass to the heirs of the legatee,
unless it is revoked by the testator; but if the legatee should die without leaving any heir, the egacy
would pass to the heirs of the testator (n). Baillie, II, 247;

122. Subject of legacy.— It is not requisite to the validity of a bequest that
the thing bequeathed should be in existence at the time of making the will; it is
sufficient if it exists at the time of the testator's death.

Baillie, 624. The reason is that a will takes effect from the moment of the testator's death, and
not earlier. The subject of a gift, however, must be in existence at the time of the gift: see sec. 162.

(I) Kaniz Kubra Bibi v. Muzaffaruddin Haidcr	 (n) HusainiBegum v. Muhammad Mehdi (1927)49
(1940) A.L.J. 504,192 I.C. 410, ('40) A.A. 462. 	 All. 547,100 I.C. 673. ('27) A.A. 340.

(m) Abdul Cadur v. Tunic, (1884)9 Born. 158.
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123. Subject of Bequest.— A bequest may be made of any property which
is capable of being transferred, and which exists at the testator's death. It need
not be in existence at the date of the will.

Baillie, 624, 655-W.

124. Bequest in futuro.—A bequest in futuro is void: as to gift, see sec. 162.

125. Contingent bequest.— A contingent bequest is void: as to gift, see sec.
163.

126. Conditional bequest.— A bequest with a condition which derogates
from the completeness of the grant takes effect as if no condition was attached
to it, for the condition is void (o). ButAmjad Khan's case v) must be taken into
account before applying the doctrine to destroy a life estate. See sec. 55 As to
gifts, see s. 164.

127. Alternative bequest.— An alternative bequest has been held to be
valid.

A Cutchi Memon, who had no son at the date of his will, bequeathed the residue of his property
in effect as follows: "Should I have a son, and if such son be alive at my death, my executors shall
hand over the residue of my property to him; but if such a son dies in my lifetime leaving a son,
and the latter is alive at my death, then my executors shall hand over the residue to him. But if
there be no son or grandson alive at my death, my executor shall apply the residue to charity." The
testator died without having ever had a son. It was held that the gift was not conditioned in Jl4luro,
but it was an absolute gift in the alternative and that the charity was entitled to the residue (q).

12$. Revocation of bequest.— A bequest may be revoked either expressly
or by implication.

Hedayà 674; Baillie, 624. Revocation is express, when the testator revokes the bequest in
express terns either oral or written. It is implied, when he does an act from which revocation may
be inferred.

It is doubtful whether, if a tstator denies that he ever made a bequest, the denial operates as
a revocation; but the better opinion seem to be that it does not: Hedaya 675; Baillie, 630.

129. Implied revocation.— A bequest may be revoked by an act which
occasions an addition to the subject of the bequest, or an extinction of the
proprietary right of the testator.

(a) A bequest of a piece of land is revoked, if the testator subsequently builds a house
upon it.

(b) A bequest of a piece of copper is revoked, if the testator subsequently converts it into a
vessel.

(C) A bequest of a house is revoked, if the testator se'ls it, or makes a gift of it to another.
Hedaya 674, 675; Baillie, 628-629. This was criticised by Chagla J. in Ashrafalli v. Mahomed

Alli 48 Born. LR. 642 at 651-653. The original texts are, however, against the view of the learned
Judge. The illustrations are taken from the Hedaya.

130. Revocation by subsequent will.— A bequest to a person is revoked by
a bequest in a subsequent will of the same property to another. But a subsequent
bequest, though it be of the same property, to another person in the same will,
does not operate as a revocation of the prior bequest, and the property will be
divided between the two legatees in equal shares.

Hedaya 675; Baillie, 630.

(o) Ma Jimyin v. P.LSARS. Chczryar (1935) 158 ('29) A.PC. 149.
l.C. 848, ('35) A.R. 318.	 (q)Advoca:c.Gcnera! v.Jimbabai (1917)41 Born.

(,p) (1929) 56 I.A. 213, 4 Luck. 305, 116 I.C. 405, 	 181, 284-28631 IC. 106 [Cutchi Mcmon will].
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131. Probate of a Mahomedan will.—(I) A Mahomedan will may, after due
proof, be admitted in evidence even though no probate had been obtained (r).

(2) In the case of a Mahomedan will, the estate of the testator vests in the
executor, if he accepts office, from the date of the testator's death, and he has
the power to alienate the estate for thepurpose of administering it, and has all
other powers of an executor under the Probate and Administration Act, 1881,
and the corresponding provisions of the Indian Succession Act, 1925 (s). See

sec. 40 and notes.
The same rule applies to wilts of Cutchi Memons (1) and Khojas (u).

As to suits for recovery of debts, see sec. 48.

132. Letters of administration.— Except as regards debts due to the estate
of the deceased [sec. 481, no letters of administration are necessary to establish
any right to the property of a Mahomedan who has died intestate [Indian
Succession Act, 1925, sec. 212(2)].

Accordingly, we hold that the trial court was quite justified in considering the application for
grant of letters of administration on merit and not throwing the same simply on the view that the
will in question was opposed to Mahomedan law. P. K. Banerjee and G. N. Roy, JJ. Dhane All Mia

And Ors. v. Sobhan Ali And Ors. (1982) C.W.N. 431.

133. Executor need not be a Mahomedan.— It is not necessary that the
executor of the will of a Mahomedan should be a Mahomedan.

A Mahomedan may appoint a Christian, a Hindu, or any non-Mahomedan to be his
executor (v).

134. Powers and duties of executors.— The powers and duties of executors
of a Mahomedan will are determined by the provisions of the Indian Succession
Act, 1925, in So far as they are applicable to Mahomedans. See sec. 40 and notes.

Per Sargent, C. J., in Shaikh Moosa v. Shaik Essa (w). The Probate and Administration Act,
1881, applied amongst others to Mahomedans. Before the passing of that Act the posers and duties
of Mahomedan executors were regulated by the Mahomedan law. After the passing of the Act,
they were determined by the provisions of that Act. The Probate and Administration Act has been
replaced by the Indian Succession Act, 1925.

When there are several executors, the powers of all may, in the absenc'e of any direction to
the contrary in the will, be exercised by any one of them who has proved the will: Indian Succession
Act, 1925, sec. 311. But if no probate has been obtained they must all act jointly; none of them is
entitled to represent the estate alone or to exercise any of the powers of an executor alone (x).

(r) Shaik Moosa v. Shaik Esso (1884) 8 Born. 241, v. Hargovando-s (1923)47 Born. 231,70 I.C. 268, ('22)
255; Abdul Karirn v.Kannali (1920)22 Born. LIt. 708, A.B.

	

58 I.C. 270; Mahomed Yumfv. Hargovandas (1923)	 (:) Haji Jsmai4 in the matter of the will of (1880) 6
47 Born. 231, 70 I.C. 268, ('22) A.B. 392; Mahomed Born. 452.

	

Hussein v.Ashabai (1934)36 Born. LR. 1155,155 I.C. 	 (u) Abdul Karim v. Ka,mali (1920) 22 Born. Lit.
334, ('35) A.B. 84.	 708,58 l.C. 270.

(s) Venkato Subamma v. RamaXya (1932) 59 I.A. (v) Moohwnmud Arneenoodeen v. Moohummud
112, 55 Mad. 443,136 I.C. 111, ('32) A.PC. 92 [a case Kubeeroodeen (1825)4 S.D.A. [Beng.] 49,55; Henry
of a Hindu will, but applies also to a Mahomedan Imlach v. Zuhooroonisa (1828)4 S.D.A. [Beng.) 301,

Sheniail v. Ahmed Omer (1931) 33 Born. L.R. 303.

	

1056, 135 I.C. 817, ('31) A.B. 533; Shaik Moosa y.	 (w) (1884)8 Born. 241, 256.

	

Shaik Essa (1884) 8 Born. 241, 255; Mahomed l'wf	 (x) (1884)8 Born. 241, 255256, supra.



CHAPTER X

DEATH-BED GIFTS ANI) ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

135. Gilt made daring marz-i.I-maut.— A gilt made by it
during rnarz-ul-maw or death-illness cannot take effect beyond a third of his
estate after payment of funeral expenses and debts, unless the heirs give their
consent, after the death of the donor, to the excess taking effect: nor can such
a gift take effect if made in favour of an heir unless the other heirs consent
thereto after the donor's death (a).

Explanation.— Amarz ..ul-maut is a malady which induces an apprehension
of death in the persons suffering from it and which eventually results in his death.

Hedava. 684,685; Baillie, 551-552.
Marz-td-maut (b).— It is an essential condition oI,narz-u1-,naut that is, death-illness, that the

person suffering from the rnarz (malady) must be under an apprehension of maul (death). "The
most valid definition of death-illness is that it is one which it ishiglilyprobable will issue fatally":
IJaillie, 552. Where the malady is of tong continuance, as, forinstance, consumption oralbuminuria,
and there is no immediate apprehension of death, the malady is not ?narz-u!-,naz,t, but it may
become ,narz-ul-,naut if it subsequently reaches such a stage as to render death highly probable,
and does in fact result in death (c). According to the Hednya. a malady is said to be of "long
continuance," if it has lasted a year; a disease that has lasted a year does not cons.itutc
matz-al-,naut, for "the patient has become familiarized to his disease, which is not then accounted
as sickness": Hedava, 685. but "this limit of one year does not constitute a hard-and-fast rule, and
it may mean a period of about one year" (d). In short, a gift must be deemed to be made during
,narz-uI-,naut, if, as observed by the Privy Council, it was made "under pressure of the sense of the
imminence of death" (e).

To constitute a maladyinarz.ul-inata, there must be (1) proximate danger of death, so that
- there is a preponderance of apprehension of death, (2) some degree of subjective apprehension
of death in the mind of the sick person and (3) some external indicia, chief among which wouki be
inability to attend to ordinary avocations (1) although his attending his ordinary avocations does

(a)Wazir lap, v. SaiwidAlzaf.41i (1887)9 All. 357;
FazalAhmad v. Rahi,n Bibi (1918) 40 All. 238, 244,
51 IC, 638; Mt. Sakinu Beim v. Khalifa I-Iafiz-ud'din
(1914) 194 I.C. 77,('41) A.L. 58.

(b)Fatima Ijibec v, ,4h,nud !Sksh (1903) 31 Cal.
319, Affm. by P.C. (1908) 35 Cal. 271. 35 I.A. 67
lAlbuminuria for upwards of a year–not
?narz.u/.mriata:[; Thra/:iu, Goola,,, ,lrijJ v. Saihoo
(1908)35 Cal. 1,22.34 l.A. 167. 177. [Sudden bursting
of a blood vessel in the stomach - not a case of
mtzarz-uI .mnaut[; Labbi Becbcc v. Bibbon Beebee (1874)
6 N.W.P.1I.C. 159; Ha-ara: 1116! v. Go/a,,, Jaffar
(1398)3 C.W.N. 57 and Mt. Za p,rao vS/icr Moha,ned
(1934) 151 I.C. 671, ('34) A. Pesh. 91 [both cases of
asthma - not mnarz.u/_mnauti; /laJ,aounad Guishere
K/ia,, v. Maria,,, Region (1881) 3 All. 731 [lingering
illness - no m?Iarz'ul'maut[; Sara haj v. Rabiahai
(1906) 30 Born. 537 [paralysis–not a case of
,narz. iz1_manlj. Ros/,idKanna//i v. S?,..'rba,,00 (1907)
31 Born. 264 [rapid consumption – held
?nar.u/.,naurI; Janjira v. %!ohamn,ad (1922) 49 CaL
477.489-494, 67 I.C. 77.('22) A.C. 429, [not a case of
mnarz.u/.niatzJ FaziAhinad v. Ra/,in, B/hi (1918)40
All. 238, 51 I.C. 638 and Musi !Inran v. fbn Hu.ssan

(1933) All. LJ.53,147 I.C. 835,('33) A.A. 341 [both
cases of galloping consumption –held
mnarz-ul-inauj: Ia/tar Ali Khali v. Nasi,nanissa Bibi
(1937) 65 Cal. U. 34, ('37) A.C. 500 llingering
consumption –held not ,uarz-ul . Piiautj; faziur v.
Mahommcd (1917) 3 Pat. L.W. 232, 43 I.C. 196:
Massood Ali v. Moha,,,,nad Khali ('57) A.A. 3
[pneumonia not a lingering disease[.

(C) (1918) 40 All. 238,243-244. SI I.C. 638. .upra.
(d)Fatima B/bee v, Alunad Baksh (1903) 31 cal.

319, at p.326.
(e)/brahi,n Goolan, Ariff v. Saiboo (1908) 35 Cal.

1.22,34 I.A. 167, 177.
(/) Sarabai v, Rabiabai (1906) 30 Born. 537. 551;

Ray/id Karma/li v. S/;crba,,00 (1907) 31 Born. 264;
Jinjira v. tpfoha,n,,,ad (1922)49 Cal. 477, 490,67 I.C.
77, ('22) A.C. 429; Abdul ,1/unad v. A/mad Nawaz
(1931) 12 Lah. 683, 132 I.C. 321. ('32) A.L. 229;
MohanznsadAyub K/ia,, v. ML Gam liar Bççumn (1932)
7 luck. 705, 137 I.C. 804, ('32) A.O. 233; Tufail
Ah,,,ed v, (Jaune K/iowan, (1938) A.L.J. 16,174 I.C.
465, ('38) A.A. 145; Mu,ntaz ,4/,,nad v. Was'iulncsa
('48) A.C. 301.
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not conclusively prove that he was not suffering from	 nut (g). It is not necessary, however,

to come to a definite finding that the disease which caused the apprehension of death was the

immediate cause of death (h).
- . A gift made by a Mahomcdafl during ,narz-ul-maw or death-illness cannot take effect

beyond a third of his estate after payment of funeral expenses and debts, unless the heirs give their
consent, alter the death of the donor, to the excess taking effect; nor can such a gift take effect if
made in favour of an heir unless the other heirs consent thereto after the donor's death.

Explanation:— A rnarz-ul-naut is a malady which induces an apprehension of death in the

person suffering from it and which eventually results in his death."
It has been pointed Out by the same author that it is an essential condition of ,narz-ul-maiit,

that is, death-illness that the person suffering from the ,narz (malady) must be made under an

apprehension of inGot (death) and that the most valid definitions of death-illness, is that ills one

which it is highly probable will issue fatally. Where the malady is Of long continuance and there is
no immediate apprehension of death, the malady is not ,narz-ul-maut. To constitute a malady

,narz-ul-maut, there must be: (1) proximate danger of death, so that there is a preponderance of
apprehension of death; (2) some degree of subjective apprehension of death in the mind of the
sick person; and (3) some external indicia, chief among which would be inability to attend to
ordinary avocations. It is not necessary however, to come to a definite finding that the disease which
caused the apprehension of death was the immediate cause of death. The statement of the legal
position of the above lines is not and cannot be in dispute.

A Bench of the Calcutta High Court in Fatima l3ibee v.Ah,ned Baksli 1904 IL. R. 31 Cal. 319.

observed:
"According to the Mahomedan Law, three things are necessary to constitute marz-ul-maut

or death-illness viz., (i) illness, (ii) expectation of fatal issue, and (iii) certain physical incapacitieS
which indicate the degree of the illness. The second condition cannot be presumed to exist from
the existence of the first and the third as the incapacities indicate, with perhaps the single exception
of the case in which a man cannot stand up and say his prayers, are not in fact the signs of

death-illness.
When a malady is of long continuance and there is no immediate apprehension of death, it is

not a death-illness; so that a gift made by a sick person in such circumstances, if he is in the full

possession of his 
sense will not be invalid

This decision was taken on appeal in Fatima Bibi v. Ahmed Bakslt. (i) The decision was

affirmed and it was held that whether the donor was or was not utider apprehension of death at

the time the deed was executed was the deathbed and that was a question essentially of fact.

To constitute a malady ,narz-ul-,naul, there must be (1) proximate danger of death, so that
there is a preponderance of apprehension of death, (2) some degree of subjective apprehension
of death in the mind of the sick person and (3) some external indicia, chief among which would he
inability to attend to ordinary avocations. It is not necessary, however, to come to a definite finding
that the disease which caused the apprehension of death was the immediate cause of death. 0. 6,
R. 4, C. I'. Code, provides that in all cases in which the party pleading relies on among others undue
influence, and in all other cases in which particulars may be necessary beyond such as are
exemplified in the forms proyided in the Code, particulars (with dates and items, if necessary) shall
be stated in the pleadings. Thus, in the case of undue influence there is a mandatory requirement
of particulars having to be set out in the pleadings.

The law as regards onus is clear. The person who propounds a will is under a greater obligation
to prove by clear evidence that the will was executed by the testator and at the time of the execution,
he was a free agent and possessed of a 

sound disposing of state of mind. I lowcver, in the case of
a settlement, as wellas a will, so long as the execution of the document is provided, the onilirs is on
the person who inserts that the documents was procured by undue instance. In cases other than a
will, at any rate, the person who alleges has to prove that the cxccutant did not have the mental
capacity to comprehend the nat vre of the transaction. (V. Scthuraman, J. J Goodu Saheb v. Rak,abi

(g)Sofia Bern v. Abdul Razak (1945) 47 13cm. 	 (1941) 194 I.C. 77. (41) A. 58.

LR.. 381. ('45) A.B. 438. 	 (i) ,4.v,nal Iki,'uui v. Iluxain Jan ('56) P. Pcsh. 5:

(h) Mt. Sakina Begwn v. KJialifa l!afiz-ud-dni ia/lull Khan v. Feroze ('51) P. Lah. 433.
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alias Nunni Iii (1978) 2 M.U. 426.
Total evidence and all circumstances should be examined (principles restated). A finding of

gilt being made in rnarz.ul-,naut cannot be given when it is not alleged in the plaint or raised at the
trial. It is not for the court to raise the point suo ,non. ,lbdul Haft Beg v. Sahebbi ('73) A.B. 165

Bhoona Bi v. GujarBi (73) A. Mad. 154.
Shia law.— The Shia law as to what constitutes ,narz-id-rnaui is the same. In JUturshed v.

Faiyaz (j) a gift to one heir was held to be valid to the extent of one-third without the consent of
the other heirs. This was considered in a Madras case (k) lobe tenable only if the donor was a Shia
of the ithna Ashari school and it was held thata death-bed gift by an lsmailya Shia loan heirwithout
the consent of the co-heirs was altogether invalid. 	 \

Sale.— The provisions of this section do not apply to a transfer for consideration, e.g., a
sale (I). A transfer of property made by a husband to his wife in lieu of dower is in effect a sale,
though the transaction may be described as a gift (,n). On the other hand, a transaction, though
in reality a gift, may be described as a sale to evade the provisions of the law relating to gifts made
during ,nnrz-ul-,naut. Such a transaction will be governed by the law relating to gifts made during
,narz.id-rnaul (n).

136. Conditions necessary for its validity.— A gift made during

marz-ul-rnaul is subject to all the conditions necessary for the validity of a hiha
or gift, including delivery of possession by the donor to th.. donee.

Baillie, 551. As to the conditions requisite to the validity of a hiba or gift, see the Chapter on
Gifts below. See also the cases cited in the preceding section. A death-bed gift is essentially a I,iba
or gift, though the limits of the donor's power to dispose of his property by such a gift are the same
as the limits of his testalnenlaty power. It is therefore subject to all the conditions of a gift, including
delivery of possession by the donor to the donee before the death of the donor.

137. Death-bed acknowledgment of debt.— An acknowledgment of a debt
may be made as well during death-illness as "in health."

When the only proof of a debt is an acknowledgment made during
marz-ul-maul or death-illness, the debt must not be paid until after payment of
debts acknowledged by the deceased while he was "in health" and of debts
proved by other evidence. An acknowledgment of a "debt made during

death-illness in favour of an heir is no proof at all of the debt, and no effect can
be given to it.

Hedaya. 436, 437, 438, 684, 685; Baillie 693-694. This section is to be read with that part of
sec. 39 which refers to priori' of debts.

(j)KhurshedJIUsaiPl v. Faivazllusath (1914)36 All. 	 (1) Foz.alAh'nad v. Rahi,n Bibi (1918)40 All. 238,
289, 23 I.C. 253; cf. Musi Imran v. Ibit. Haswi (1933) 	 244-245,51 IC. 638.
Alt. LJ.53, 147 I.C. 835, ('33) A.A. 341; Sajjad	 (pu) Eshoq v. Abedwuiessa (1914) 42 cal. 361. 28
Hussein v. Mahom ed Sayid Hason (1934) Ali. U. 71, 	 I.C. 692; Sadiq Ali v. ML Aa,,iran ('29) A.O. 439. 121
154 IC. 434. ('34) A.A. 71 [presumablyo Shia case as 	 I.C. 87: cf MahabirPrasadv. Musiafa (1937)41 Cal.
the last case is cited I.	 W.N. 933.168 I.C. 418, ('37) t.PC. 174.

(k) ShanfAli v.AbdalA/i Safiaboo (1936) 71 Mad.	 (n) FaziAhrnad v. Rahim Bibi (1918)40 Alt. 238.
Li. 247, t63 I.C. 626, ('36) AM 432.	 244-245,51 I.C. 638.


