
CHAPTER I
ELECTROSTATIC AND ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY

ELECTROSTATICS

Coulomb's Law. The earliest recorded facts in connection with the
subject of electricity were obtained as a result of experiments
carried out by the ancient Greek philosopher Thales of Miletua,
about 600 B.C., and related to the forces of repulsion and attraction
between bodies charged with static electricity. Those facts were
qualitative only, and it was left for Coulomb, many centuries later,
to state them in a quantitative form by. his Inverse Square Law,
which is the most fundamental law of electrostatics-

Fc-Q1Q2
er2

where F is the force between two small bodies charged respectively
with Q1 and Q2 units of electricity, their centres being a distance r
apart, and € is a constant depending upon the medium in which the
bodies are situated, and is called the "permittivity" of the medium.

In the rationalized M.K.S. system of units this expression is
written as

newtons.	 .	 . (1.2)
- 4ier2

where Q1 and Q2 are the charges in coulombs, r is in metres, and
=EE, where e0 is the primary electric constant, having a value

1	 i36 x 1o' and e, s the permittivity of the medium relative to

that of a vacuum. Er = 1 for a vacuum, and air may be considered
to have the same value. In this system two infinitely small bodies
each having unit charge and being 1 metre apart in air experience a
force of 9 x 109 newtons.

Electric Field Round Charged Conductors. If unit positive charge
of electricity be placed in the neighbourhood of a charged body it
will experience a force of attraction or repulsion according as the
charged body is negatively or positively charged. If this unit charge
be allowed to move freely, it will trace out a "line of electric force."
For all points on this line the resultant force on the unit charge will
be in a direction tangential to the line at the given point. The
electric field in the neighbourhood of any charged conductor or
system of charged conductors can be represented by such lines of
force, arrow heads placed upon them giving the direction in which
unit positive oharga would move along the line.
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The magnitude of the force upon unit positive charge, placed at
any point, is a measure of the "electric force" or "field strength" at
that point, it being assumed that the introduction of the unit charge
does not affect the distribution of charge upon the conductors to
which the field is due.

The Electric Field. In the preceding paragraph lines of force are
spoken of as giving the direction of the field at any point. If we
have two adjacent charges of opposite polarity and there are no
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FIG. I.I. LINES OF ELECTRIC Fozcz ROUND A POSITIVE C1IAIwI

other charges in the vicinity, we can visualize lines of force emanating
from one charge and terminating on the other. These lines of force
can be looked upon as representing an electric flux between the
charges. The unit of electric flux is now defined as being the total
flux originating from a unit charge. It follows that

= Q coulombs
where ip is the electric flux radiating from a charge of Q coulombs.

If a charge Q is situated at the centre of a sphere of radius 1 metre
then the electric flux density Dat the surface of the sphere is given by

D £ coulombs per sq. metre

The electric field strength B at any point is defined as the force on a
unit charge situated at that point and it follows from Equation (1.2)
that E, at the surface of a sphere of unit radius, is

•	
. (J3)*

	

471€	 C

In air, e. 1, so that r = € and B =
Co

Note that this law is similar to the magnetic law-
B/,u	

law—
B/, where B = magnetic flux density,

H — magnetic field strength,
u — magnetic permeability of the medium.
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P1 is also termed the electric force and, since B is the force in
newtons on a charge of 1 coulomb, it will be shown subsequently
that the unit of B is 1 volt per metre.

Tubes of Flux. Fig. 1.2 represents a number of lines of electric
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field strength forming a "tube of flux." If A and B are two points in
an electric field such that the field strength at A is greater than
that at B, then, from Equation (1.3), the field strength at A is

E

where D = lines per unit surface of cross-section of the tube at A.
Similarly, at B

D.
B5 =

If ip is the electric flux in the tube, and a1 and az are the areas of
cross-section of the tube at A and B, these areas being measured
perpendicular to the direction of the field at the points, then

EA	 a1r0

E
co

Electric Field Inside a Charged Spherical Conductor. Imagine
a hollow sphere of conducting material which has been given a
charge of Q positive units of electricity. If its area of surface he S

the density of charge on the surface (which will be uniform) is

per unit of surface. The electric field at the surface will be at
all points normal to the surface, since the sphere is of conducting
material. This follows from a consideration of the fact that, if it
were not so, the field would have a tangential component which
would produce a movement of charge until the direction of the
field became normal. Consider a point P inside the sphere (Fig. 1.3)
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Fig. 1.3 FIELD INSIDE A SPHERICAL CONDUCTOR

at which small areas of surface a 1 and a2 subtend a solid angle
60asshown. Points A 1 and A 2 are mid-points of the areas a 1 and a2.
Angle OAP = angle OA 2 P = a.

Let A 1P=d.1 , AP=d1

E = permittivity of the medium inside the sphere.

Then	 Charge on area a1 =	 a1

Q
a3 = , a,

Since the field is everywhere normal to the surface, the field strength
at P due to charge on a1

Qa1 cosa i
4-e d12 n direction A1P

Similarly, the field strength at P due to charge on a 2 is

Qa, cos a in direction A3P4ire d22

directly opposite to direction A1P.
Now, the solid angle subtended at the centre of a sphere of radius

R by any area A on its surface is ks



so	 dç

--	 d.rcosØ=lciØ
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Hence,
a1 cos a a2 cos a

Solid angle 60 -= d12	 =
Thus, the field strengths at P due to charges on a1 and a2 are opposite

and are each equal to	 60, giving a resultant field strength due

to these two charges of zero.
As the same is true for all similar pairs of areas such as a1 and a2,

the total field strength at any point inside a charged spherical condiwior
is zero.

Field in the Neighbourhood of a Charged Straight Conductor.
Fig. 1.4 (a) represents a long, thin, straight conductor which carries a

Fig . 1.4. ELECTROSTATIC FIELD NEAR A STRAIGHT CONDUCTOR

uniform charge of Q per unit length. P is a point whose perpen-
dicular distance from the conductor is p, and p is small com-
pared with the length of the wire. Consider two elements of the
conductor each of length dx, as shown at N1 and N2, the elements
being equidistant from P.

Let	 NIP =N2P=l

Then, if the elements dx are so small that the charges on them can
be considered as concentrated at N1 and N8, the forces (F) upon

Qdx
unit positive charge placed at P will be each equal to	 from

Equation (1.2), where e is the permittivity of the medium.
The directions of these forces will, as shown, each make an angle

of (90 - ) with the direction of the conductor, and will together be
equivalent to one force of 2F cos 0 in direction MP, the horizontal
components neutralizing one another.

The same applies to all such pairs of elements as those shown,
so that the total force upon unit charge at 1'—i.e. the field strength at



Plate B

plate A
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P—due to the whole length of the wire, will be in the direction MP,
and is given by

E,=	 2Qcosç

J
47€l2

dx
r - ° 

where E. = total field strength at P, if the distance p is small com-
pared with the length of the wire

Fxo. 1.5. ELECTROSTATIC FIELD BETWEEN Two CHARGED PLATES

From Fig. 1.4 (b), it can be seen that, if dx is very small, then

ldç! = dx cos o = dx .

dx =	 where do is the angle subtended at P by dx12	
P

Ep=	
+	

°°d	 --- in the direction MP (1.4)
4ITEJ)	 41TeJ)

Field in the Space Between Two Charged Parallel Conducting Plates.
Fig. 1.5 represents the two conductici plates, which are close
together. Their extent is supposed to he so great as compared with
their distance apart that the electrostatic field on or near their
common axis is unaffected by the fringing field at the edges of the
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plates. Let plate A be charged positively and B charged negatively.
Neglecting the edge effects the distribution of charge will be uniform.

Let charge density on A = + a units per unit of surface
11	 11	 B = - a units per unit of surface

P is a point between the plates on or near their common axis.
Let their distance apart be D.

A similar method to that set out in the preceding paragraph
can be followed, except that the field strengths at P due to elemental
rings must now be considered instead of elements of length of
conductor as previously considered.

Since the charge on area da is + ada = + ads . dx, the force (F)

upon a unit positive charge at P due to this area is + a.ds.dx

E being the permittivity of the medium between the plates. This
force F may be split up into two components, f and f', perpendic-
ular to and parallel with the plates as shown. Since the components
of all such forces as F due to the whole of the elemental ring in
a direction parallel to the plates will neutralize one another, the
total force at P due to the whole of the elemental ring will be the
sum of all components such asf perpendicular to the plates. Calling
this total perpendicular force due to the ring f, we have

S 27tz

fT	 El
S

a.ds.dx

	

Now f==Fcos#=	 cos
4ir

Zlrx

	

I	 o.dxa.dx

	

=
	 ;j,; 	 cos q' ds =	 cos X 27rx

If P = total force at P in a direction perpendicular to the plates
(tile to all such elemental rings, then

Cx	 a Cos q

	

P = 	. 12 2rx . dx

As iii the previous section,

Id# = dx . cos

cos = ld
dx

j	 4et2	 dx
0
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jo_0	
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This force will be one of repulsion if unit positive charge is placed
at P. There will also be an equal force attracting the unit charge to

m

Angle J1,7Lp

(1')

ILLUSTRATING GAUSS'S THEoREM

plate B. Thus the total force on unit positive charge at P—i.e.
the field strength at P—is

(1.5)

Gauss's Theorem. Briefly this theorem states that the total
electric flux traversing a surface which completely encloses a charge
of Q units is Q. This holds true whatever the shape of the sur-
rounding surface, and for any dielectric. Consider a small element
of surface ds upon the surface surrounding a charge of + Q (Fig.
1.6 (a)). Let this element subtend a solid angle dO at P, and let the
angle between field strength E at B, due to the charge, and the
normal N at B be 4 . Let the distance PB = 1.

Then, electric flux crossing element ds is D cos .

= EE. cos o. ds

=2 e cos . ds

=	 .4,.j2 	 d.s

FIG. 1.6.
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Thus the total flux crossing the whole surface is

= Z	 cos 0. de

d8 . cos
or, since	 = solid angle dO,12

£QdOQ

If there are a number of charges inside the surface, some positive
and some negative, then, if the charges are Q1, Q, etc.,

ip=(Qi ±Q3 ±Qa± ... )	 .	 .	 . (1.7)

the flux in the outward direction being considered positive.
Coulomb's Theorem. This theorem states, in effect, that the

electric field strength at the surface of a conductor, charged to a surface

density of a unite per unit of surface, is , where e is the permittivity

of the medium outside the conductor.
This follows from Gauss's Theorem. Consider an element of

surface of the conductor tis. This element carries a charge of ads
units. From Gauss's Theorem the flux radiating from this charge
is a. ds, and, since no flux exists inside the conductor, the whole
of this flux passes outwards normally.

Thus, electric flux density at the surface D =	 = a.

Hence the field strength is

(1.8)

its direction being normal to the surface.
Potential. If unit positive charge is moved towards a positively

charged body, work is done in overcoming the force of repulsion
acting on the charge. If this movement of the unit charge is from
a point P1 to some point P2 nearer to the positively charged body,
then the point P. is said to be at a higher electric potential than
point P1 and the difference of potential between the two points is
defined as the quantity of work required to move unit positive
charge from the point at the lower potential to the point at the
higher potential.

In general, the potential of any point in the vicinity of a system of
charged bodies is defined as the work required to move unit positive
charge from an infinite distance to the point considered, assuming
that the distribution of the charges on the bodies is unaffected by
the approach of the unit charge.
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The unit of potential difference is the volt and is defined as the
potential difference between two points such that I joule of work is
done in moving unit positive charge (as defined on p. 1) from the
point at the lower potential to the point at the higher potential, the
potential being assumed unaltered by the presence of the unit charge.

It two points at a very small distance ds apart have a difference
of potential dV units, then the work done in moving unit positive
charge from one point to the other up the gradient of potential is
Eds, where E is the average force on the unit charge during the
movement.

Thus	 dV= — Eda

or	 E=—	 .	 . (1.9)
da

where E is the field strength at any point in an electric field, 	 being

the potential gradient at the point, the positive direction of s being
down the gradielit of potential. Again, the potential difference V
between any two points A and B is given by

VAB =f%. d.s	 .	 . (1.10)

Potential at a Point Due to a Number of Charges. The potential
at any point P distant d from a single charge of Q units is
equal to the work done in bringing unit charge from an infinite
distance up to the point P, i.e.

Potential at P, V1=fE.ds=f4-2d3

Vp 4ei 
volts

Similarly, the potential at a point P due to a number of charges
Q1, Q2, etc., distant 4 4 etc., respectively, from P is given by

(1.12)

e being the permittivity of the medium.
If a number of conductors have charges Q1, Q2 . . . Q,, then their

potentials V1 , V21 . . V,, will be given by the expressions
V1 = P 1Q1 + P21Q2 -+ . . . P,,1Q, etc.

If all but (say) the second conductor are uncharged and it has unit
charge, then by putting Q1 = Q. . . Q = Q4 = ,, = 0, and Q2 = 11
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we find that P51, for example, is the potential of the first body
produced by unit charge on the second. The value of P. is evidently

obtained by considering all the contributions Aq which the ele-

mentary charges on the second conductor produce at the first. The
coefficients P are called the "potential coefficients" of the conductors
and depend only on the geometry of the system.

Green's Reciprocity Theorem enables us to assert that P12=

P, etc., so that in general Pm,, = F,,,,,. Thus, the potential pro-
duced at conductor n by unit charge on conductor m (all other
charges being zero) is equal to the potential of m produced by unit
charge on n.

Equipotential Surfaces. An equipotential surface is a surface such
that all points on it are at the same potential. Obviously the poten-

tial gradient dV for such a surface is zero, and from Equation (1.9) it

follows that the field strength along such a surface is also zero. Thus
the lines of electric field strength of the field in which the equipotential
surface is situated have no component along the surface, i.e. they
out such a surface at right angles.

Capacitance. Consider, again, a number of conductors having
charges Q1 , Q2 1 Q3, etc., and potentials V1 , V2, V3, etc. If the series
of equations

V1 = P 1Q1 + P21Q2 + . . . + P,,Q,,

V 2 = P12Q1 + P22Q2 + . . . + P,,2Q,,, etc.,

is solved for the values of Q, we obtain

= c11 V + cnV + . . . + c,,1V,,
= c1 V1 + c22 V2 + . . . + c,,V,,, etc.

Thus, from the theory of linear simultaneous equations,

P21	 P31 . . . P11

P33...P','s

F2,,	 P3,, . . . F,,,,
C31 =

P11	 P21 . . . P11

P12	 P22 . . .
.......... . ....

P2,,

.
 . . ,rn

and the other c values can he found similarly. From the solution
'mn = F,,,,, it readily follows that c,,,, =

The coefficients c, c22 are termed "coefPcients of capacitance."



12	 ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS

By putting V 1 = 1, V2 = 1 3 = . . . = V,, = 0 it is easily seen that
c11 is the charge required to produce unit potential on the first
conductor, all the other conductors having zero potential.
c12 (or c 21 ) is the coefficient of induction between the first and
second conductors and is always negative or zero. By putting
V1 = V8	V4	. . = V,, = 0 and V 2 = 1 it is seen that c
is the charge produced on the first conductor by unit potential on
the second and must be negative for positive potential. Similarly c12

C21

a/ Q2

Tc2

Earth
(a)	 (b)	 Earth

Fia. 1.7

is the charge produced on the second conductor by unit potential on
the first and, as shown above, this is equal to c211

In the case of a capacitor consisting of two metal plates separated
by an insulator, or "dielectric," as in Fig. 1.7 (a), the equations will
reduce to

Q1 = 611 Vj + C21 V2

Q2 =c 12 V1 + C22 V2

where c21 = c12,
The equations may be written in the form

= (c11 --- c21 ) V 1 - c21 ( V 1 - V2)

Q2 = - C 1 2( V2 - V 1 ) + (c22 + C 12) V2

or	 Q1 = C11 V1 + C21 ( V 1 - V2)

and	 Q2 = C12(V2 - V 1 ) + C22V2

where C11 = (c11 + c21 ), C21 = - c21 = - c12 = C12 and CO2
= (c22 -4- c12).

C11 and C22 are the earth capacitances of the plates and 021 is
usually referred to as the capacitance of the capacitor. These
capacitances are shown in Fig. 1.7(5).

In the conventional diagram (b) the conductors of all the capacitors
are understood to have no earth capacitance. Obviously the second
circuit gives exactly the same result as the first. Generally C21 is
much greater than C11 or C22.
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If a single conductor is very remote from all other conductors,
the coefficient C takes a value depending only on the geometry of
the conductor. The value of C under these conditions is known as
the "self-capacitance" of the conductor.

The coefficients of capacitance are calculated, in any practical
case, by finding the electric field strength at each point due to a
given distribution of charges on the conductors and integrating
along lines between the conductors to find the potential differences.
This gives the potential coefficients F, and by solving the equations,
the coefficients of capacitance can be found.

In the simple case of a capacitor formed by to conductors with
negligible earth capacitances the capacitance C is given by

C= .	.	 -	 (1.13)

If Q is the charge, in coulombs, producing a potential difference of
V volts between the conductors, then C will be given in farads.
This last unit is defined as the capacitance of a field such that a
charge of one coulomb causes a potential difference between th(
conductors, between which the field exists, of one volt.

A capacitor is most commonly thought of as an arrangement of
two conductors placed comparatively close together so that a stroltg
electric field exists between them,	 )

Energy Stored in an Electric Field. If two conductors I t4id Y
are t arged so as to have a potential difference of V volts, thn an
electr static field will exist between them, and this field will repro-
sent a uantity of stored energy, since, from the definition of pten.
tial, wo. - must be done to produce a potential difference between
two poin '. If the charges on the, two conductors X and Y are
+ Q and - uits respectively, and the conductors be con8ider.d as
originally uncharged, then the potential difference V may be on-
eidered as produced by the transference of Q units of charge fom
Y to I.

Since the potential difference V is, from Equation (1.13), pie-
portional to the charge at any time, the average potential differ-
ence due to transference of the Q units is J V, and the work donc
during the transference is, from the definition of potential, IcQV
This is obviously equal to the energy stored. Hence—

Energy stored in the field between the conductors

= QV = (VC)V
= -CV2 joules	 . (1.14)

where C is the capacitance of the field.
Energy Stored per Unit Volume of Dielectric in an Electric Field.

It can be shown experimentally that the energy stored in a capacitor

--	 -
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where I is the length of the tube,

eE, a. ft=. dx

Vf
Ex dx from (1.16)

= aa f E.. dx

= cra  (V - V1 ), since fo .E . dx is the work

done in moving unit charge from a1 to a, i.e. the potential difference
(V—V1).	 cia

But, since the charge on a is cia the expression -- (V - V1 ) gives

the energy stored in the small capacitor, whose
plates are a and a1 from (1.14), which is, of
course, the same as the energy of the tube of flux
considered.

Thus, the assumption that the energy stored
per unit volume of dielectric is	 is correct

for this tube of flux and, since the same reasoning
applies to all such tubes of flux, the assumption
is true generally.

In general, the energy stored in a dielectric the
field strength in which is a variable quantity, as
above, is given by

FIG. 1.9.

ELECTROSTATIC
FIELD BETWEEN
Two CHARGED

where E is the field strength at any point and dv is	 PLATES

an element of volume of the field at this point.*
Force of Attraction Between Oppositely Charged Parallel conducting

Surfaces. Fig. 1.9 represents two parallel conducting surfaces of equal
* Note that the expression obtained for the energy stored per unit volume

of dielectric, viz. 6 , is similar to the expression for energy stored in a mag-

netic field, i.e.'uH' per unit volume, where

H the magnetic field strength, and
= the permeabili'.y of the medium (see page 44)

J'dv
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area and close together, possessing charges of + Q and - Q units.
Since their areas are equal, the surface density of charge (a) is
the same on both surfaces and the field strength in between them is

at all points , where € is the permittivity of the medium between

them. It is assumed that the effect of the fringing field at the edges
of the surfaces is negligible.

Let F be the force of attraction between the surfaces. Then,
if one surface is moved away from the other by an infinitely small
distance ox, the work done is FOx, it being assumed that the move-
ment is so small that the field strength is unaffected by the movement.
If the area of each surface is A, then the increase in the energy

stored, owing to the increase in volume of the dielectric, is A& E2

which is, of course, equal to the work done.

FOx A Ox€E*
=

F AeE'
2

A fci\2

A a
2€

(1.17)

since Q Aa.

MAON]rrIsM

It is convenient, in magnetic theory, to use the concept of a
magnetic pole, i.e. a point at which the magnetic field originates or
terminates. Such a magnetic pole has no physical existence but
derives from the fact that the field due to a magnet can be repre-
sented by two such poles, of opposite polarity, a flied distance apart.

This concept provides a very useful means for deriving the
equations of the magnetic field. An excellent exposition of modern
field theory will be found in Ref. (24).

Coulomb's Law. Coulomb's Inverse Square Law is true for
magnetic quantities as well as for electrostatic quantities. The
force F, in newtons, between two magnetic poles of pole strength m1
and m2 webers, distant r metres apart, is

F - m1m2
- 4rr2	 (1.18)
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where yo is the primary magnetic constant and has a value
477 X 10, /1r is the permeability of the medium, separating the
poles, relative to that of a vacuum (for which y, is unity). It is
customary to write ,u for yo . . A unit magnetic pole is defined as
giving unit magnetic flux, the unit of flux being the "weber."

The force between the poles is one of repulsion or attraction,
according to whether they are of like or unlike polarity respectively,

Magnetic poles are considered as being concentrated at a point.
Lines of Force and Magnetic Field Strength. The magnetic

field existing in the neighbourhood of a magnetic pole can be repre-
sented by lines of force similar to the lines of electric force which are
used to represent an electrostatic field, the arrowheads upon the
lines of force indicating the direction in which a unit north pole
would move if placed upon the line of force. The "strength" of a
magnetic field at any point is expressed by the "force which would
be exerted on a north pole of unit strength placed at the point," it
being assumed that the introduction of the unit pole does not
affect the field. Thus, the magnetic field strength at a point, distant r
from a pole of strength m units, in air, is given by

(1.19)
4ir0r

The Magnetic Field. A number of lines of force are spoken of
collectively as "magnetic flux" and the number of lines per unit
area of cross-section as the "flux density." The symbols used to
represent these quantities are	 and B respectively. If a flux
crosses an area A square metres in a direction perpendicular to the
area, then

(1.20)

The units of and B are the weber and the weber per square metre
respectively.

Gauss's theorem can be applied to the magnetic field in a manner
similar to that used in applying it to the electric field; in this case it
states that the total flux which traverses, in a normal direction, a
surface completely surrounding a pole of strength m webers is
rn webers. It follows that the flux density at a distance r metres
from a pole of strength nz is given by

B m
4irr2

By comparing this result with Equation (1.19) it is clear that
B =,1,H in air

or, in any medium,
B=H	 .	 .	 . ( 1.21)

(T.57-)
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The distinction between H and B is that of cause and effect:
H is the magnetic field strength or magnetizing force and B the
magnetic flux density which results from this force. It can be seen
from Equation (1.19) that H is the force in newtons on a unit pole
of strength 1 weber, but the practical unit of H is the "ampere per
metre." This is not apparent from the previous equations but
arises from the concept that all magnetic fields are due to electric
currents flowing in loops. The electrons revolving around the
atomic nuclei are, in effect, tiny current loops which give rise to the
field we associate with magnets. The derivation of the practical
unit of H will follow when we consider the field due to an electric
current.

Magnetic Moment and Intensity of Magnetization of a Magnet.
A magnet having poles of strength m units distant 1 apart is said

FIG 1.10. BAR MAGNET SITUATED IN A MAGNETIC FIELD

to have a "magnetic moment" of m1 units. This term arises from
the fact that, if the magnet were placed in a magnetic field of
unit strength so that its magnetic axis (i.e. the line joining its
poles) was perpendicular to the direction of the field, it would be acted
on by two forces each of m units, as shown in Fig. 1.10, these forces
forming a couple whose turning moment is ml. The symbol M is
used to express magnetic moment; hence

M = ml	 .	 .	 .	 . (1.22)
The intensity of magnetization J of a magnet is expressed by

pole strengththe ratio -	 the magnet being assumed to becross-sectional area
uniformly magnetized.

Thus	 J=	 .	 .	 .	 . (1.23)

In the case of a bar magnet, of uniform cross-section A, and of
length 1, the poles being considered at the extreme ends, the mag-
netic moment is ml and the volume of the magnet V is 1A.
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M nil M
Then

and thus the intensity of magnetization may be expressed as the
magnetic moment per unit volume, the magnetization being uniform.

If the magnetization is not uniform, J varies at different points
bm

in the magnet, and is expressed by	 where ÔM is the magnetic

moment of an element of volume ÔV taken at the point considered.

Pole Id	 U116

dxJ

Intensify of
Mgnetizatton J

(b)

FIG. 1.11. MAGNETIZING Fozcz IN THE Aix GAP or & MAGNETIZED
Inox BAR

Relations Between Intensity of Magnetization, Flux Density, and
Magnetizing Force. In order to determine the connection between
the intensity of magnetization in a magnetized body and the flux
density in the body, consider a long, thin rod of some magnetic
substance (say iron) which has been uniformly magnetized. The
demagnetizing effect of the ends of the rod (see Chap. IX) may be
neglected if it is very long and thin. Now imagine a very narrow
air gap of length d in the rod, with a unit magnetic pole placed in
the air gap, on the axis of the rod, and equidistant from the bound-
ing faces of the air gap, as shown in Fig. 1.11(a). This unit pole will be
repelled from one face and attracted to the other with equal foces,
since it is equidistant from them, and the direction of these forces
will, of course, be along the axis of the rod.

Let the rod be of circular cross-section, radius r, and let its
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intensity of magnetization be J. Then, as shown in Fig. 1.11(b), the
magnetizing force in the air gap at P, due to the intensity of
magnetization J in the iron rod, can be considered as being produced
by a number of elemental rings of radius x and width dx, having a
pole strength per unit area of J (i.e. intensity of magnetization of J).

If Fig.. 1. 11 is compared with Fig. 1.5, it will be observed that the
present determination of magnetizing force at P. is almost exactly
similar to the determThation of the electric force at a point P in
between two oppositely-charged surfaces with surface densities of
charge cr units per unit of surface. The differences between the two
eases are that instead of or units of charge per unit of surface we
now have J units of pole strength per unit of surface, and that the
integration for the total effect at P of the element rings must be

	

performed between the limits q == tan-1	and ç, = 0, instead of
the limits q = and . = 0.

The permittivity e also is replaced by the permeability, which
is here taken as u,. Thus, making these necessary modifications,
we have for the total field strength at P due to one circular bounding
surface

= tan-

h = (	

4/2	
IT

Jç6_0	
41TU0

i.e.	 h	 ][___cosc	 -

=-

If the air gap is very small, so that is negligible compared with
the radius r, then

h = _ 	 .	 .	 .	 . (1.24)

This is the force in the gap due to one bounding surface only.
If this is a force of repulsion upon the unit pole at P, then the other
surface, which is of opposite polarity, will attract the unitpole at
P with an equal force. Thus, the total field strength at P is J1,a5
and, since the introduction of the very narrow air gap does not
affect the intensity of magnetization in the iron, the same would be



ELECTROSTATIC THEORY	 21.

true in the iron if the air gap did not exist. The flux density, also,
in the air gap is J, which, again, is the flux density which will exist
in the iron due to the intensity of magnetization J.

If this iron rod is placed in a magnetic field of strength H, the
direction of this field being along the axis of the rod and in the same
direction as the intensity J, then the total flux density B in the
iron is 1z0H + J' where J' is the intensity of magnetization- in the
iron when the rod is situated in the field of intensity H and will, of
course, be different from the intensity of magnetization J, existing
before the rod was placed in the magnetizing field.

If the iron rod has no magnetization before being placed in the
magnetizing field of strength II, and if J is the intensity of mag-
netization produced by the field, then

B= 0H4-J	 .	 . (1.25)

The term J, which is the flux density which exists due to the
magnetization of the iron itself, is sometimes called the "ferric
induction." "Ferric induction" is, therefore, the flux density which
exists in excess of that produced in air by the same magnetizing
force, and the intensity of magnetization is B - 10H.

Equation (1.25) can be written

B = 1zH = . . . (1.26)

where i is the "magnetic permeability" of the iron, and It, is the
relative permeability of the iron as compared with that of a vacuum.

It follows that
B

If the iron has some residual magnetism before being placed in
Bthe magnetic field, then the ratio -, B being the total flux density

hr the iron, is not the correct value of the permeability.
If J were directly proportional to H (= kH say) for all values of H.

then Equation (1.25) could be written
B = 11(p. 0 + k) = jUftrII

and the relative permeability It, would be a constant factor. This,
however, is not so, .J having a maximum value depending upon the
iron or other magnetic material considered, and y, is thus a variable
factor depending upon the value of II (or B).

When, during the magnetization of a specimen of magnetic
material, the maximum value of J is attained, further increase in
the magnetizing force H only increases the flux density B by
increasing H (Equation (1.25)), and the material is said to be
"saturated."
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Fig. 1.12 shows a typical magnetization (B—H) curve for cast
steel. It can be seen that, above a value of B of about 16 Wb/m2
the increase in flux density as H is increased is very small, which
means that the intensity of magnetization J of the iron is being
increased only very slightly by increase of H.

H (omperes/metre)

Fm. 1.12. TYPICAL B-H ANT) 1-11 CURVES FOR CAST STEEL

The second curve in Fig . 1.12 shows the variation of relative
permeability with magnetizing force H.

Magnetic Susceptibility. The ratio
intensity of magnetization

magnetizing force producing this intensity of magnetization
is called the 'magnetic susceptibility" of the material and is given
by

	

Magnetic susceptibility =	 .	 .	 .	 .	 (1.27)

B—u0!!	= 	 -	 from equation (1.25)

Magnetic susceptibility	 a(iL - 1) .	 .	 .	 (1.28)
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Obviously , since tz, = Her non-magnetic substances, the magnetic
susceptibility of such substances is equal to It,. The magnetic

susceptibility is alternatively defined as	 when it becomes
—i.

Magnetic Potential. This can be defined in a similar way to that
used in the definition of electrostatic potential. The work required
to move unit north pole from an infinite distance to a given point is
considered to be the magnetic potential of the point.

Fia. 1.13. POTENTIAL NEAR A BAR MAGNET

Thus, in the M.K.S. system, if H is the field strength at a distance
x metres from a pole of strength ?fl units, the force upon unit pole
situated at this distance away is HE newtons, and the work done in
moving the unit pole from infinite distance to a point in the neigh-

bourhood of the pole is I HE . dx joules. Also HE 
=	

, SO

that the potential at a point distant r metres from a pole of strength
rn units, ih air, is given by

V =	 _-'iLdx= 'n.
J, 4u.0x2	 47T,,5r

Potential Near a Short Bar Magnet. Fig. 113 represents a bar
magnet whose length 1 is small compared with the distae r from
its centre to the point (F) whose magnetic potential is being
considered.

Let the magnet have a pole strength of m units and centre C as
shown, and let the line ACB, perpendicular to PC, cut PS 4nd PN
produced, in B and A respectively. Since PC is great compared
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with the length of the magnet, PA = PB = r very nearly, and
AA

NA  = SBC = 90° very nearly.

Thus	 PN = PA - AN = r - cos

PS =PB+BS =r+cosç

Potential at P is

rm	 mv,=I	
1	 -	 1[r - Cos	 r + COB

the negative sign being due to the opposite polarities of the poles
of strength m units.

[m(r+ cos)-m (r—cos)1V, =
	 12

r2--cos2q

M1 cos=if r is great compared with I4irp0r2

Thus,	 M cos .ç	 .	 .	 .
4rp0r	

(1.30)

where M is the magnetic moment of the bar magnet.
Force of Attraction Between Oppositely-magnetized Surfaces.

Fig. 1.14 represents the ends of two magnetized bars, each of cross-
section A, the ends having opposite polar-
ity. Let B be the flux density (considered	 PuH Fe'tos
uniform) between them. Ii p is the per- (
meabiity of the medium between the C 	 dx

is B Ni -	 Spoles, the value of H n the field 	
-.	 --

Let F be the force of attraction existing
between them. Then if one of the bars is 	 Mogetg Fo,r H
moved an infinitesimal distance dx farther	 F/ Deisity 8

away from the other, the work done	 FIG. 1.14. AT1'RACTIO14
is Fdx. Now, the energy stored per	 BETWEEN MAGNETIZED

	

H2	 SURFACES
unit volume of a magnetic field is

(see page 45). Thus, assuming that the value of H is unaltered by the
infinitesimal movement, the increase in the energy stored in the field



ELECTROSTATIC THEORY	 25

is Adx ---, which is, of course, equal to the work done in over-

coming the force of attraction F.

Fdx=Adx1

AH

AR2

or, if the field is in air,
A J32

(1.31)

This force is in newtons if A is in sq. m and B in webers per sq. m.
Magnetic Shells, A thin iron sheet, magnetized as in Fig. 1.15,

may be thought of as consisting of an infinite number of small bar
magnets, with all the north poles on one side of the sheet and all the

flDxrrrx(Th/ckne$s
Ess

Fia. 1.15. M&owzrio SHELL

south poles on the other. This constitutes what is known as a
"magnetic" shell, and the idea is useful in considering various
problems in electromagnetism. The "strength of the shell" is
defined as "magnetic moment per unit area." Thus, if m is the
pole strength per unit area and the thickness of the shell is t, the
"strength of the shell" is mt.

EL ECTROMAG N E'fl SM

The study of electromagnetism originated with Oersted's dis-
covery that a pivoted magnetic needle in the neighbourhood of a
conducting wire is deflected when a current of electricity flows in
the wire. This means that a magnetic field exists around & wire
which carries current, and this leads to the present definition of the
unit of current (the ampere). The ampere is defined as that current
which, if maintained in two straight parallel conductors of infinite
length and negligible cross-section, spaced 1 metre apart in vacuum,
will produce a force between the conductors of 2 x 10 newtons
per metre length. The relationship on which this definition is based
will be derived in due course, but for the moment we must accept the
unit of current as being the ampere.

Ampere's Theorem. Ampere showed that the magnetic effect of
a current i units, flowing in a small closed circuit, is the same as
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that of a small bar magnet placed with its axis perpendicular to the
plane of the circuit, provided that the magnetic moment of such a
magnet is equal to ju0idA, where dA is the area of the small circuit.

By considering a number of such small circuits placed together as
shown in Fig. 1.16(a), with currents of i units flowing in each, it can
be shown that, for any closed circuit carrying a current of I unite,
the magnetic effect is the same as that of a magnetic shell occupying

Fio. 1.16. POTENTIAL DUE TO CURRENT IN A CLOSED CIRCUIT

the space enclosed by the circuit, provided the "strength" of such
a shell is equal to the current i. This constitutes what is known as
Ampere's Theorem.

Weber showed experimentally that the potential at any point P
distant r from a small closed circuit of area dA carrying i units of
current is

dA . i cos
V, -
	 47TT2

where q is the angle between the normal to the plane (whose dimen-
sions are small compared with the distance r) and the distance r.

From Equation (1.30), the potential at a distance r from a short
bar magnet is

= Mcosç,
4iiu0r2

Thus, if the small magnet which is equivalent to the closed circuit
has magnetic moment M we can write

dA.i. cos çMcos
42	 4iru0r2

.t0dA.i=M



ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY	 27

Again, from Equation (1.32),

where dCl is the solid angle subtended at P by the closed circuit.
The potential at P due to a large number of small circuits

(Fig.l.lfl) in	
idil	 41

.	 .	 .	 (1.33)

where Q is the total solid angle subtended at P by all the small
circuits.

It can be seen also that the currents j in the small circuits
neutralize one another at all parts except the outside (as in Fig.
1.16 (b) ), so that the whole is equivalent to one circuit lying along the
perimeter of the group of small circuits and carrying a current i. Thus
it is shown that, for any circuit carrying i units of current, the
potential at a point P is i0/47i, where Cl is the solid angle subtended
at the point by the circuit. Again, if each of the small circuits of
Fig. 1.16 (a), each of area ciA, be replaced by a small magnet, of
moment M, then

M
iuI 

= WA-

Now,  obviously,is the strength of the magnetic shell formed

by such a replacement of the small circuits by bar magnets of
moment M, and thus the circuit is equivalent to a magnetic shell
having a strength equal to 1z0i.

Potential Energy of a Current and a Magnetic Flux. From the
preceding section it follows that the potential energy of a magnetic
pole of strength in units, at a point P in the neighbourhood of a

to
closed circuit in which a current i flows, is aL, where CI is the solid

angle subtended at P by the circuit. This expression represents
energy, since, from the definition of potential difference as the work
done inmoving unit pole from one point to another, the work done

in moving m units is mV, miCI

Now, a magnetic pole of strength rn radiates m lines of force
distributed uniformly in all directions. Thus the magnetic flux

threading the current-carrying circuit is 	 X m

Hence, the potential energy of the current and magnetic flux

	

=icl)	 .	 .	 .	 .	 (1.34)

where (1) is the flux threading through the current-carrying circuit.
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[Note that, if the flux 4 changes with time t, then i- represents
rate of change of energy, i.e. power.]

Forces Due to and Acting upon Current in a Long Straight Con-
ductor. Biot and Savart were the first to examine, by means of a
compass needle, the magnetic field strength at different distances
from a straight conductor which is carrying current. They showed
that the magnetic field strength was "inversely proportional
to the distance from the conductor in which the current flows."
This is known as the Biot—Savart Law.

Fig. 1.17(a) shows a small element of a conductor of length dl
carrying a current i and situated at a distance r from a magnetic

ForeP,nge..(f/u.)

90	 Middle Fin get90.
(Current t)

Thumb
(Force or Motion)

Conductor	 (b)

Fm. 1.17. MAGNETIC FIELD DUE TO CURRENT IN A CONDUCTOR

pole of strength m units in a direction making an angle of 0 with the
element of conductor.

Laplace established the equation, related to the above case, that
the force upon the element of conductor is

rn . I dl sin 81=

	

4,,2	 .	 S

Now, the flux density at the conductor due to the pole is, by
Equation (1.19), 	 Hence, the force is

f = Bidi sin 0

If the conductor is straight and is situated in a uniform field of
flux density B whose direction is perpendicular to the conductor then

	

F = Bil .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 (1.36)

where F is the total force on the conductor. F is in newtons if 1 is in
metres and i in amperes.

If in Fig. 1.17(a) the pole rn has north polarity, the forcef is, by the
left-hand rule (Fig. 1.17(b)), perpendicular to the plane of the paper
outwards.

The Left-hand Rule states that if the thumb, forefinger, and
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middle finger of the left hand are placed mutually at right angles,
then the corresponding directions of magnetic field, current and
force (or motion) are given as shown in Fig. 1.17(b).

The force upon the pole, due to the current in the conductor, is
equal in magnitude, but opposite in direction, to that of the pole upon
the conductor; force upon the pole is	 sin 0 in a direction
perpendicular to the plane of the papei inwards.

The force upon unit pole at P (i.e. the magnetizing force at P)
due to the current is

(1.37)

Now, if the conductor is straight and carries i units of current,
the value of H at a point P, which is perpendicularly distant D from

a

0

dO

FIG. 1.18. MAGNETIC FIELD NEAR A STRAIGHT CONDUCTOR

the conductor, can be found as follows: Consider an element of
conductor dl as in Fig. 1.18. The magnetizing force due to it is,
as above, dH =
	 sin 0

41Tr2	
The length A B = dl sin  = rdO, and

em	 D
0 = -.

r

Thus	 dHi sin 0 dO
iWD-

and the total magnetizing force at P is

H=2 fo+sinO dO
47TD

- 0

if D is small compared with the length of the conductor.

(1.38)
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It follows from this equation that the work done in carrying unit
north pole through a circular path surrounding the conductor is

H x 2D =

	

	 x 2D2D

Work done = i	 .	 .	 . (1.39)

Force Between Two Parallel Current-carrying Conductors. The
forces of attraction or repulsion between two parallel conductors
A, B carrying currents i1 and i2 respectively and distant D apart,

Fm. 1.19. FORCE BETWEEN Two PARALLEL CURRENT-CARRYING
CoNDucroIs

as in Fig. 1.19, can be calculated from the equations obtained in
the previous paragraph. If the currents are in the same direction
(as shown), the force between the conductors is one of attraction,
and if in opposite directions the force is one of repulsion.

Consider the attractive force of unit length of conductor A upon
unit length of conductor B adjacent and parallel to it as shown.
Conductor B is situated in a magnetic field, due to A, of flux density

(from Equation (1.38)). Hence, from Equation (1.36), the force

per unit length of conductor is

F -— 2rD

The force of attraction on conductor A, due to conductor B, is,
by similar reasoning, the same.

Thus, the force per unit length between the conductors is

F 27TD
or, for a length 1,

F 
=	

1	 (1.40)
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The force is in newtons if i1 and i2 are in amperes and D is in metres.
It is assumed that the distance D is small compared with the
lengths of the conductors. The expression forms the basis of the
definition of the-ampere given on p. 60.

The dots, placed on the conductor sections to the right of
Fig. 1.19, indicate that the current in them flows in an outward
direction. A cross so placed indicates inward direction.

Coil 
1L	

Lcc

i

-1----
(b)

F-2a	 Co,/A
I	 CoiIB

---------------

r

(C)

x

Fio. 1.20. MAGNETIC FIELD NEAR CIRCULAR, CURRENT.
CARRYING Coii..s

Magnetic Field Due to Current in a Circular Conductor. Fig. 1.20 (a)
shows a circular conductor carrying i units of current. Consider the
magnetizing force (dH) at a point P, on the axis of the circle, due to
the current in an element, di of the conductor. Then

dH idi
47TR2

in a direction perpendicular to the line joining the element to P.
This force may be split up into two components, one in direction

OP produced, namely dl-! sin 0, and one perpendicular to OP,
namely dH cos 0. Considering ,ll such elements of the circular



32	 ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS

conductor it is seen that the components perpendicular to OP
neutralize one another, leaving, as the force at P, only the sum
of all components in a direction OP produced. Thus the total
magnetizing force at P due to the current is in direction 01', and is

H = EdH sin O= £0

i>< 2irr=
	

sin
4uR2

H 
= X2nr'

At the centre 0 of the circular conductor B =

(1.42)

Magnetic Field Produced by Two Parallel Coils Carrying the Same
Current. Consider two similar .ciroular coils A and B, each of
N turns, and each carrying a current of i units in such directi"-
that their magnetic effects are in the same direction, placed coaxially
with their mean planes parallel as in Fig. 1.20 (b). The magnetizing
force at a point P on their common axis and midway between
them is, from Equation (1.41),

2Ni x 21Tr	 Nir2
4irR3	-

r being the radius of the coils and B the distance from P to the mean
circumference of either coil, it being assumed that the cross-sections
of the coils are small compared with the other dimensions involved.

If l metres is the distance between them,
Ij'2	 12

R2 =r2 +() =r-f-

Ni . r2ThusllatP=	 12
(r2 + 

For a point Q on the axis distant x from coil A,

H at Q due to coil A = Ni . r2
 2(r2 + x2)

Ni .H at 9 due to coil 
B = 2[r2 + (1-
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Thus, resultant H at Q

2(r2 + A)' + 2[r2 + (l_x)2]

	r 2Nir	 1	 1

	

- 2 [(r2 + x2 )i	 (r + (l_x)2)lJ	
(1.43)

If the ordinates representing the values of H at various points
along the axis are drawn, the result gives curves as shown in
Fig. 1.20 (b). The curve marked (a) gives H due to coil A, and that
marked (b) the value of H due to coil B. The curve marked (t) gives
the resultant value of H, which is seen to fall slightly towards the
midway position P.

If the distance 1 between the coils is made equal to the radius r
of the coils, Equation (1.43) becomes

	

r2NiI	 1	 1
HQ =	

L + x2)i + [r+(r-x)V

Now	 [r2 + (r-x)2] = [r2 + x2 + r2-2rx]I

Expanding we have

[r2 4- x2 + r2 - 2rx]l	 (r2 4- a 2)i + . (rZ + x2)l (r2 - 2rx

3 1 (r2 +xl(r -2i.x)t
2.1	 +	 -

If x = all terms but the first disappear. If x has any value

which is of the same order as the succeeding terms are small

compared with the first. Thus, the resultant magnetizing force is

	

.r2Nir	 2

	

HQ	 [(r2 .fx2)i

This arrangement of the two coils produces a field of almost uni-
form H-value between the two coils for a considerable distance on
either side of the mid-point F, and was used by von Helmholtz in
a special form of tangent galvanometer for use in the absolute
measurement of current.*

Force Between Two Parallel Coaxial Circles in which Currents are
Flowing. Consider the two circles A and B shown in Fig. 1.20(c).
They are coaxial, and their planes are parallel. Let circle A have
radius a, and carry a current i, while circle B has radius b, and
carries a current i. Assume also that the radius b is very small.

'A diagram of the field bet*een two coils so placed is given in Maxwell's
Electricity and Magnetism, Vol. II, and the complete theory is given in Gray's
Absolute Measurements in Electricity and Magnetism, Vol. II, Part I.
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From Equation (1.41) the value of ii at the centre P of circle B due
to the current in circle A i8

	

	 where x is the distance
2(a2 + x2)'

between the circles. The flux density (considered uniform, since the
radius b is very small) inside circle B is therefore	 ________

2 (a2 + x2)'

and thus the total flux threading through circle B is	 .	 . ia2
2 (a2 + 2;2)

From Equation (1.34) the potential energy of the coils is

	

yo 7rb 2 . ia2	 - dUO 'TTZAfl . (22b2
2 	- P E(a2+x2) >"B	 (a2-f-x

The force between the circles (of attraction or repulsion, depending
upon the directions of the currents iA and i 1 ) is from the law F

d(P.E.)	 dx
equal to

i.e.	 F=	
12rJ.a2X	 .	 .	

.	 ( 1.44)

The force is one of attraction if the currents are in the same
direction, and of repulsion if the currents are in opposite directions.

It can be shown by differentiation that F is maximum when x =
The complete theory in connection with the force between two

parallel current-carrying coaxial coils, when the radius of neither
may be considered very small, and when they each have a number of
turns giving a finite cross-section, is necessary for the purpose of
measuring current in absolute units by means of a current balance,
and has been given by Gray (Ref. (10) ) and by J. V. Jones (Ref. (11)).

Magnetic Field of a Solenoid. Consider the solenoid shown in
Fig. 1.21 to be made up of a large number of cirular conductors such
as that considered above.

Let N = total number of turns on solenoid
i = current in the solenoid in amperes
1 = length of solenoid in metres
r = radius of solenoid in metres 	 Nc number of turns per metre length =

Then, magnetizing force at the centre 0 of the solenoid due to a
length dl of the solenoid is

dH = c.i.dl x 
27rr2

(from Equation (1.41))

in the direction of the axis of the solenoid.
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The length	 AB = RdO = dl Bin 0
•RdO

r2 RdO
2R3 Bin 0

p
Also	 sin O= it

Substituting for Ir  in the equation for dli,

dli = sin 0 dO

,N turns

Tr

FIG. 1.21. MAGNETIc FIELD OF * SOLENOID

The expression for the total value of H at 0 due to the whole

solenoid is therefore,

H	 sin 0 d

2r
where 0 is the limiting value of 0 and is tan-'

H=ci cog O
Ni

LI = 	cos O •	 .	 •	 • (1.45)

or, if the solenoid is very long compared with its radius r,

Ni since cos 0	 1

This expression gives the unit of H, the ampere-turn per metre.
Strictly speaking the unit is the ampere per metre since the product
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Ni is dimensionally amperes, but use of the term ampere-turn helps
to emphasize that H is due to a current ioop.

The value of H at one end of the solenoid (at P) is obtained by inte-
grating between the limits n/2 and 0 (if the assumption is made that
I is very great compared with r)

Thus, at one end

HP
-
f sin OdO

N.giving	 H=	 .	 .	 .	 . (1.46)

i.e. the H at one end is half that at the centre.
Induction of Electromotive Force. Faraday, in 1831, showed that,

whenever the number of lines of magnetic flux linking with an electric
circuit is changed, an electromotive force is induced in the circuit, the
magnitude of which is proportional to the rate of change of flux.
Thus, if e is the e.m.f. induced by a rate of change of flux of

d'b
ec-

The e.m.f. is also proportional to the number of turns of wire, N, in
the circuit in which the e.m.f. is induced.

Thus	 eccN OD
—

If e is expressed in volts and in webers, then
dcD

The unit of magnetic flux is defined by this relationship. The weber
is the magnetic flux which, linking a circuit of 1 turn, produces in it
an e.m.f. of 1 volt as the flux is reduced to zero at a uniform rate, in
one second.

Lenz's Law states that "the direction of the induced e.m.f. is
such as to tend to oppose the change in the inducing flux." The mathe-
matical expression of this law, in conjunction with Faraday's Law,
introduces a negative sign, and gives

(1.47)

Statically-induced E.M.F.s. An e.m.f. induced in a stationary
electric circuit, by a change in the magnetic flux linking with it, is
referred to as a "statically induced. " e.m.f. as distinct from a
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"dynamically induced" e.m.f.,-which occurs when an electric
conductor cuts through a stationary flux.

The simplest method of producing a statically-induced e.m.f.
is by inserting one pole of a bar magnet in the space enclosed by a
coil of wire. If the coil forms a closed electric circuit, then, upon
inserting the magnetic pole, the statically induced e.m.f. produces
a current in such a direction that its magnetic effect opposes the
magnetic field due to the pole. Upon withdrawing the pole, the
e.m.f. is in the opposite direction. The current produced by it
then has a magnetic effect in the same direction as that of the
magnetic pole. In each case, therefore, the direction of induced
e.m.f. is such as to oppose the change in the interlinking flux.

Statically induced e.m.f.s are more often produced in a circuit
by alternating current which is flowing in an adjacent circuit, the

(a)	 (b)

Fxo. 1.22. DYNAMICALLY INDUCED E.M.F.

latter being so placed that some of the flux produced by the current
in it threads through the other circuit. The magnitude of the
induced e.m.f. at any instant depends upon the rate of change of
current in the inducing circuit, and upon the relative positions of
the two circuits.

Dynamically-induced E.M.F.s. Whenever an electric conductor
cuts through a magnetic flux an e.m.f. is "dynamically induced"
in the conductor. This e.m.f. is proportional to "the rate of cutting
flux." There is no difference, as regards the phenomena involved,
between statically and dynamically induced e.m.f.s. It can be
seen that, if the conductor in Fig. 1.22 (a) forms part of a closed
circuit (shown dotted), and moves left to right, the direction of the
induced e.m.f. is from X to Y, since the flux linking with the circuit
is increased. If the conductor moves right to left the direction of
e.m.f. is Y to X, since the interlinking flux is then reduced.

The direction of the e.m.f. is given quite simply by the right-
hand rule. By this rule, the corresponding directions of motion,
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flux, and induced e.m.f., are given by the thumb, forefinger, and
middle finger respectively of the right hand, these being so placed
as to be mutually perpendicular (see Fig. 1.22 (b) ).

The magnitude of the induced e.m.f. in a conductor which moves
in a plane perpendicular to the flux, as in Fig. 1.22(a), is

e = flux cut per second
= B x area swept out by the conductor per second

e = Bit,	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 (1.48)
If I is the length of the conductor X 1' in metres, and v its velocity
perpendicular to the field in metres per second, e is expressed in volts.

If a conductor cuts through magnetic flux whilst moving in a
direction making an angle 0 with that of the lines of force, then the
component of its velocity in a direction perpendicular to the field
is v sin 0, and the induced e.m.f. is

e=Blv sin 0	 .	 .	 .	 . (1.49)
Energy in an Electric Circuit. If the conductor in which the

e.m.f. is induced forms part of a closed circuit, and if a current of
i units flows in this circuit, then there will be a force opposing the
motion of the conductor through the magnetic field, which force is
given by Equation (1.36) as Bit. Thus, the work done in moving the
conductor a distance x through the field

=Bilx

If the conductor takes a time I sec to pass through distance r
when moving with velocity v, then

work done = Bit. vi
= eu
= energy given to the electric circuit

	

Energy given to the electric circuit = cit .	 .	 . (1.50)

Magnetic Hysteresis. This phenomenon is observed when the
current flowing in a solenoid, for the purpose of magnetizing a bar
or ring of iron, or other magnetic material upon which the solenoid
is wound, is reduced. It is found that the flux density ir, the iron
corresponding to this value of the current is higher than the flux
density, corresponding to the same valve of the current, which was
produced when the current was being increased from zero (day) to
some maximum value—i.e. the magnetism lags oehind the magnet-
izing force producing it. This effect is known as the "hysteresis
effect."

Consider an iron ring upon which is wound, uniformly, a mag-
netizing winding through which a current can be passed in either
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direction, as in Fig. 1.23. Suppose the ring has, initially, no mag-
netism. If the current in the magnetizing winding is increased
from zero to some reasonably high value, the magnetizing force

acting upon the ring is also increased, since H = N being the

number of turns on the magnetizing winding, and 1 metres the
length of the magnetic path in the ring.

If the flux density in the ring is measured (by means of a search

Iiv,i Ring
keve,'siog

tchOppch Coil

TOa c. 9	 >1

Ma neizing	
- ' Ga/rano,neter

Win 17

H. Turns
Fm. 1.23. MAGNETIZATION OF AN IRON RING

Fio. 1.24. HYSTERESIS Loops

coil and ballistic galvanometer as described in Chapter IX) for
various values of H, and the B-H curve plotted, it will be found
that its shape is as shown by the portion OA in Fig. 1.24 (a). If the
current is reduced gradually to zero again, after some flux density
B,, has been attained, the curve for descending values of H takes
the form AC, this curve, owing to the hysteresis effect, being above
the ascending curve OA. The flux density Br remaining in the iron
when H is again zero is referred to as the "residual magnetism."
This value depends upon the magnitude of Bm01, and upon the
material of the specimen, being high for permanent magnet steels,
and very low for such material as silicon sheet steel. Since H is
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now zero, B, = J,., where J, is the intensity of magnetization left in
the iron when the magnetizing force is removed.

The residual flux density, after magnetization up to satura-
tion point, is referred to as the "remanence" of the iron or steel
concerned.

If the direction of the magnetizing current is now reversed, and
gradually increased in this reverse direction until a flux density
B,,,, is again obtained (but in the opposite direction), the curve
follows the line ODE. The negative value of II required to reduce
the residual flux density to zero, namely OD, is called the "coercive
force," H0, and will of course vary with the material and with
Bmax. The value of the coercive force after previous magnetization
up to saturation point is the "coercivity" of the iron. If the "cycle
of magnetization" is completed by first reducing 11 to zero and then
increasing it in the opposite direction to produce + Bmo, again,
the curve follows the line EFGA. The loop so formed is called the
"hysteresis loop."

In the above, the maximum negative flux density was taken as
being equal to the maximum positive flux density. A similar effect
is observed, of course, if this is not so, but in this case the loop is
ansymmetrical. Symmetrical hysteresis loops, or cycles of mag-
netization, are most usual in practice, but when alternating magne-
tism is superimposed upon unidirectional magnetism, unsymmetrical
hysteresis loops will occur. An example of this is found in the core
of a radio transformer, when one of the windings often carries a direct
current in addition to an alternating current. Such an unsym-
metrical loop is shown in Fig. 1.24 (b), where a symmetrical alternating
magnetic field (+ Hrnax to Hrna.z) is superimposed upon a steady
field H1, with its corresponding flux density B1 , giving 4- B3 and
- 133 for the limits of flux density.

It should be noted that, if the steady values of H1 and B1 are
sufficiently high for the application of + Hma to produce saturation
in the iron or magnetic material then the hysteresis loop is con-
siderably distorted as sIown. In such a case B. - B1 is not equal to
B1 + B3 , although these quantities would be approximately equal
if the saturation point of the material is not approached, as when
+ Hmax and - Hmaz are small. In this latter case the hysteresis loop
would be very nearly the same in shape as the normal symmetrical
loop but would, of course, be displaced relative to the axes of co-
ordinates by H1 and B1. The space available will not permit
further consideration of this question, but references to works on
the subject are given in the bibliography (Refs. (4), (7), (8)).

Incremental Permeability. The term "incremental permeability,"
introduced by Dr. Thomas Spooner,* refers to a type of permea-
bility which has become increasingly important with the advance
of radio communication, since it relates to the case of superimposed

* Tru.na. A.T.E.E., Vol. XLII, p. 42.
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direct and alternating magnetizations. Spooner defines it as "the
ratio of AB to AH for any position on a magnetization curve, or
hysteresis loop, where AB and AH may be of any magnitude, but
iXH must be in the reverse direction from the immediately preceding
change."

Referring to Fig. 1.25, the incremental permeability at various
points on the major hysteresis loop is given by IBJiH1 , L\BJAH2,
etc., these being the slopes of the minor
hysteresis loops corresponding 'to incre-
ments of H as shown.

L. G. A. Sims, discussed and sum. 	 .
marized this question in a valuable	 /
paper before the British Association in
September, 1937 (Ref. (13)).	 /	 /

Hysteresis Loss. Although no energy
is required merely to maintain a magnetic
field, it is found that energy is required
to bring about a cycle of magnetiza-
tion in a magnetic material. Energy is
required to build up a magnetic field 	 FIQ. 1.25.

owing to the opposing e.m.f., which
is induced in the magnetizing circuit when the flux in the
magnetic material is increased. This energy is stored in the mag-
netic field, but it is found that the quantity of energy returned to the
magnetizing circuit, when the current is reduced, is less than the
quantity supplied when the field was built up. The difference is
due to "molecular magnetic friction"—as it has been called by
Steinmetz—and the energy absorbed is converted into heat. The
energy absorbed when a magnetic material is passed through one
cycle of magnetization can be shown to be proportional to the area
of the hysteresis loop as below.

Relation between Hysteresis Loss and the Area of the Hysteresis
Loop. Consider the magnetization of a ring specimen of iron by
means of a magnetizing winding as shown in Fig. 1.23.

If the length of magnetic path in the ring is 1 metres, and its cross-
section is a sq. m, if the number of magnetizing turns is N, and
the current in the magnetizing circuit at any instant is i, then the
induced e.in.f. (in volts) at any instant is

Nd(Ba)
= di

where B = flux density in the ring in webers per square metre.
Thus the power supplied at any instant to overcome this back

e.m.f. (i.e. to build up the magnetic field in the ring) is

ei - . N d (Ba')
di
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and the energy supplied in order to build up the magnetic field in
time t see is

1"
.eidt =aiN dB dt = a 

J
iN dB

 0

since, when t = 0, B = Br as shown in Fig. 1.26 in which OF = OE
B,.

Now, the magnetizing force acting upon the ring is, at any instant,
given by

from which	 Ni = IH

fBH̀dBand energy supplied 	 la
B,.

Since la = volume of ring in cubic metres, it follows that the energy
in joules supplied per cubic metre to build up the field

f8

HdB
-B

This energy is stored in the magnetic field, and is represented in
Fig. 1.26 by the area FACDF.

Upon reducing the current (and hence the flux) the induced
e.m.f. is in the same direction as the applied e.m.f., so that energy
is now returned to the magnetizing circuit as the flux is reduced.
From the above reasoning the energy returned during the reduction

f
B

of the magnetizing force from H,, to 0 is 11dB joules per cubic
B

metre, where B is the residual flux density.
This energy is represented in the figure by the area ECD. Thus

the energy absorbed by the specimen due to hy.terecis is the difference
between energy put in and energy returned to the magnetizing
circuit, and is represented by the shaded area FA GEE.

If the current is now reversed and the above, process repeated, H
being finally brought back to the starting point A of the c ycle of
magnetization, the energy iii joules absorbed per cubic metre per

fo

o
cycle due to hysteresis will be 11dB

= area of hysteresis loop
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The area of the loop is, of course, measured to scale, so that. the
energy absorbed per cubic metre per cycle in joules

area of loop in square centimetres x bh	 (1.51)

where b = flux density in webers per sq. m represented by 1 cm
on B axis

h number of ampere-turns per m, represented by 1 cm
on H axis

Fio. 1.26. HYST1ES1S Loss

	

Vertical Scale: 1 cm	 b webers per sq. metre

	

Horizontal Scale: 1 cm	 ii ampere-turns per metre

This expression for the energy loss in terms of the area of the loop
obviously applies whether the loop is symmetrical or not.

Steinmetz Hysteresis Law. Steinmetz has shown that the em-
pirical law

	

Wh =	 k.	 .	 .	 . (1.52)

gives the hysteresis loss for iron with sufficient accuracy for moat
practical purposes, provided the maximum flux density Bm lies
between 0-1 and 1 . 2 webers per sq. metre

W,, = energy loss in joules per cubic metre per cycle
k = the hysteresis coefficient of the material, and is

constant for any given material

The magnitude of k varies with the material. Its value for annealed
sheet steel lies between 250 and 500, and for silicon steel is about 210.

For values of above 1-2, the energy loss increases at a higher
rate than the 16th power of B,,,,,., this rate increasing with increasing
values of B,. For values of B,,,,,, below 0-1 also, the loss varies as
some power of B, greater than 1-6.
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Fin. 1.97. ENERGY STORED IN A MAONETIO FIELD

--

FIG. 1.28. DEMAGNETIZATION CURVE OF MAGNET STEIL

Steinmetz (Ref. (3) ) has shown that for silicon steel the law
W, = V. B,, 2	. 	 . (153)

is more nearly correct, Ic' being about 457.
With regard to the hysteresis loss in the case of an unsymmetricai

cycle, Ball has shown (Ref. (7) ) that this obeys the law
LU

Il	 7U67

but that in this case Ic" is not constant for any given material but
'a.ries with the average value of the flux density.
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Thus if B. and B. are the limiting values of flux density as in
Fig. 1.24 (b),

B	
132—B3

fluX	 2
Also, Ball found that if the average value of the flux density is

B	 B2+B3
2

= k + B9

where Ic is the normal hysteresis coefficient of the material.
Thus, in general, energy loss in joules per cubic metre per cycle is

Wu = (L +
r	 1B1-4- B\ 91 IB2—B\'W. 	 [k-f-a(,	 2	 )	 j (	 2 3)

	 (1.54)

where B. is the lower value of the flux density and may, or may not,
be negative.

Values of a are: for ordinary annealed sheet steel a = 340. for
annealed silicon sheet steel a == 320. Obviously if B3 = —B3 , as
in a symmetrical cycle, Equation (1.54) reduces to W, = kB2l.6.

Energy Stored per Unit Volume of Magnetic Field in Air, in the
case of a magnetic field in air or other non-magnetic material, the
hysteresis loop reduces to a straight line, i.e. the hysteresis loss is
zero. If the same scales are used for both B and H, this line makes
an angle of 450 with either axis, as in Fig. 1.27.

The energy stored in the field per cubic metre when the flux

^
^dBdensity is B1 is
o

area OAD (to scale)

But B1	c0H1 , since the field is in air.

	

Energy stored in joules per cu.m = B2 = LH	 (L55)

	

2/2	 2
Demagnetization Curve (Permanent-magnet Design). In the de-

sign of permanent magnets, in which the flux density in the air
gap is required to be as large as possible, while the magnetism must
be resistant to demagnetizing forces, the remanence, coercivity, and
the demagnetization curve (portion CD of Fig. 1.24 (a) ) of the steel to
be used are of great importance. For good magnet steel the product
B,. x H should be large.

Fig. 1.28 shows the demagnetization curve of magnet steel, this
being a portion of the hysteresis loop for the steel in which the
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maximum magnetization has been up to saturation point, so that
OC represents the remanence and OD the coercivity.

As the demagnetizing force H. is increased, the flux density falls
as shown, and at any point, when the flux density in the steel is
B4 there is, remaining in the steel, an m.m.f. per metre length
of path in it of H4. This m.m.f. is that which would drive the flux
across an air gap in the magnetic circuit of the magnet. The pro-
ducts B4 . Hd are plotted. They exhibit a maximum value (B4 . Hd) ,,
which is a criterion of the value of the steel for permanent-magnet
purposes. The most economical design of magnet is that for which
B4 and H4 are such that their product has this maximum value. (See
Refs. (8), (12), (15), (16), and (17).) The properties of some of the
permanent magnet materials are given in Chap. XVII.

'I

Fic. 1.29. OPERATION ON RECOIL LINES

Suppose the dimensions of the magnet are: length Lrn, cross-
section Am; and of its air gap: length Lg , cross-section A; and
let the respective flux densities be B4 and B g. Then

m.m.f. across the air gap = m.mf. in the magnet
i.e.	 1Ig.Lg=H4.Lm

Now, the energy stored in the air gap is

( B1 112u 0 ) A . L. joules

- BA - B5L - Flux across gap x m.m.f. across gap
211 1) 	 2
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If the flux in the gap is equal to the flux in the magnet, the energy
stored in the gap is

A,,,.B5 x Hd.L,Bd.Hd

	

-	
A L2	 2 X

Since the volume of steel is A,,, Lm, the energy in the air gap is

Ba.d
2 
H

per cubic metre

This is obviously maximum when the product Bd Hd is maximum,
and, for minimum volume of magnet steel, the magnet must operate
at the vlues of Bd and H corresponding to this point. The flux
density B9 required in the air gap, and the dimensions of the air
gap, are usually known, so the dimensions of the magnet can be
obtained from the following expressions:

Am = B
9 .A 9	H0.L5

In practice, due to leakage, the flux in the magnet is greater than
that in the gap and we must write

K9 . B9 . A 9 = B. Am
K9 is a constant dependent upon the magnet circuit configuration
and can have any value between 18 and 90.

Where a magnet is provided with soft-iron pole pieces, a part F
of the m.m.f. delivered by the magnet is expended in overcoming
the reluctance of the joints and pole pieces, and in this case,

F + H9 . L9 = H. 4,,
This can be written in an alternative form,

K 1 . H9-. 4 = H. Lm
where K 1 is a constant, usually 13 and 15.

Combining these two expressions,

	

BKg.Bg.Ag.Lm	 KQ.AD.Lm
H5Ki.Hg.Lg.Am°Ki.Lg.Am

The right-hand term is a constant for any given system and is
called the "unit permeance." It is the slope of a line from the
origin of co-ordinates to the magnet operating point.

It is clear from these considerations that, to achieve a satisfactory
choice of magnet dimensions, it is necessary to have some knowledge
of the factors K9 and K 1 and these can only be determined by trial
on a similar system.

Recoil Loops. Referring to Fig. 1.29, suppose the magnet is
operating at K and providing flux in an air gap, and the gap is
then completely closed. The magnet operating point will then iun
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along the lower line to the point F: it will not return to C. If, now,
the gap is restored, the magnet will return along the upper line to E.
A minor hysteresis loop has been traced out which is known as a
recoil loop. The recoil loop is very narrow and it is a sufficient
approximation to replace it by a straight line called a recoil line.

Stabilization. If the magnet is initially operating at point E on
the characteristic, the permeanee of the system is given by the line
OE. Suppose that the magnet is now subjected to an external
disturbing field which has a demagnetizing effect and is equivalent
to an increase in air gap; then the operating point moves to G.
When the disturbing field is removed, the operating point must lie
on the original permeance line, but the magnetization now moves
along a recoil line to the point H. There is therefore a permanent
change in the operating point and a changein the gap flux. This is
clearly intolerable when the magnet is used in a permanent-magnet
moving-coil instrument, because momentary exposure to an external
field may cause a permanent change in calibration.

Stabilization is carried out by applying a fairly large disturbing
field which forces the magnetization down to point K, and the recoil
is then to M, which is now taken as the normal operating point. If
the magnet is subsequently subjected to a disturbing field it will
move to point L, say, but when this field is removed it will return to
M and there is no permanent change in the operating point.

Modern perm anent- magnet materials are often in the form of
short blocks of material, and if these are removed from their pole
pieces, effectively introducing a very large gap, they will then
operate subsequently on a very low recoil line and their magnetic
properties are virtually lost. Because of this, magnets are usually
supplied unmagnetized and are magnetized in the system of which
they form part.

TABLE I
TJNRATIONALIZED C.G.S. FORMS OF THE NUMBERED FORMULAE

IN CHAPTER I

Formula Number I	 C.G.S. Form*

(1.1)	 Fr2

(1.2)	 F =	 dynes

* It should be borne in mind that all formulae in Table I, even when
unchanged in form, are in C.G.S. units which differ from the units used in
Chapter 1. The primary constants e and p. are both unity in this system, so
that e and y correspond to the relative permittivity and relative permeability
respectively. The electrical quantities Q and V are in electrostatic units, the
current i is in electromagnetic units, all dimensions are in centimetres, and
energy is in ergs (see Chapter II and Table II).

(Vofr. In E 1 uat u, (1.38) and (1.40)	 a distance.)
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TABLE I--(contd.)

Formula Number
	 C.G.S Form*

B

E=
CP

E	
4,2a

E

= 4Q
'F = 4r(Q 1 EQ2 + Q. .

E
C,

Unchanged
Unchanged

v
Ed

•1a d1	 12	 d3

Unchanged (cm)
Unchanged (ergs)

aE2

	

Energy per unit volume =	 erg

'F
- (Z6

F =	 dynes

H = oersteds
r2

Unchanged (maxwells)
Unchanged (gauss)
Unchanged
Unchanged

h = 2,rJ
B = H ± 4J
B = iH (gauss)

Unchanged

Magnetic susceptibility =

* See footnote on page
3—T57oJ

(1.3)

(1.4)

(1.15)

(1.6)
(1.7)

(1.8)

(1.9)
(1.10)

(1.11)

(1.12)

(1.13)
(1.14)

(1.15)

(1.16)

(1.17)

(1.18)

(1.19)

(1.20)
(1.21)
(1.22)
(1.23)
(1.24)
(1.25)
(1.26)
(1.27)

(1.28)
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TABLE 1—(contd.)

Formula Number	 C.G.S. Form*

M
v= - 

r

- M cos
-	 r2

A B2
F—

F'	 dA.i cos ç,

V2 = ifl
Unchanged

m. i . dl sin
0

F = Hil dynes
dH = i . dl sin 0

0

H = - 2i oersteds

Work done = 4i
2ii3 1

I x 2'rr2
H = -

-WI	
oersteds

2niU	 oersteds
r

H at Q = 2r2Ni 
[(r2 ± x2) + ( 2 + (1 - x)]

F- -	
. a2b2x

-
4,rNj

H —i— cos 0 oersteds

2iNi
H = -i- oersteds

Unchanged
Unchanged
Unchanged
Unchanged
Energy per cm 3 in ergs

= —x area of loop in sq. cm x bh

See footnote on page 48.

(1.29)

(1.30)

(1.31)

(1.32)

(1.33)
(1.34)

(1.35)

(1.36)

(1.37)

(1.38)

(1.39)

(1.40)

(1.41)

(1.42)

(1.43)

(1.44)

(1.45)

(].46)

(1.47)
(1.48)
(1.49)
(1.50)

(1.51)
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TABLE 1—(contd.)

Formula Number I	 C.G.S. Form s

Unchanged

Unchanged
Unchanged

	

Energy stored in ergs per cm 3 =	 =	8ir 	 Sir

* See footnote on page 48.
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CHAPTER II

UNITS, DIMENSIONS, AND STANDARDS

Absolute Units. An absolute system of units may be defined as a
system in which the various units are all expressed in terms of a
small number of fundamental units. The word "absolute" in this
sense does not imply supreme accuracy: it is used as opposed to
"relative." Absolute measurements do not compare the measured
quantity with arbitrary units of the same kind, but are made in
terms of appropriate fundamental units.

The Committee of the British Association on Electrical Units and
Standards, in formulating the absolute system of units in 1863, had
the idea "that the units should not be defined by a series of master
standards, each defining one quantity in the way in which the units
of length and mass are defined, but that each electrical unit should
be defined by some natural law which expresses the relation between
the quantity concerned and the fundamental quantities of length,
mass and time, for which internationally accepted standards have
already been established' (Ref. (66) ). Electrical and magnetic
units involve, in addition, the properties of the media in which the
electrical or magnetic actions take place, i.e. the permittivity in the
case of electrostatic forces and the permeability in the case of
magnetic forces.

The British Association Committee on Practical Standards for
Electrical Measurements adopted as the fundamental units of
length, mass and time, the centimetre, gramme, and second
respectively, and thus brought into existence the C.G.S. systemof units.

Two systems of C.G.S. units exist: one involving only the permit-
tivity s of the medium as well as units of length, mass, and time;
the other involving permeability as well as units of length, mass,
and time. The first is known as the electrostatic O.G.S. system of
units (e.s.c.g.s. or e.s.u. system), and the second as the electro-
magnetic C.G.S. system (e.in.c.g.s. or e.m.u. system).

The electromagnetic system is the more convenient from the point
of view of most electrical measurements, and is, therefore, much
more generally used than the electrostatic system. If a quantity
is expressed in "C.G.S. units" without the additional designation
"electromagnetic" or "electrostatic," it may be taken that the
electromagnetic System is indicated.

In the electrostatic C.G.S. system the permittivity is, for purposes
of definition, taken as unity, as is the permeability in the electro-
magnetic system.
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Dimensions of Velocity, Acceleration, and Force. Since velocity
length
time	

ithis can be expressed n the dimensional notation as

[v]=__[LT1J	 .	 . (2.1)

the square brackets indicating that the equality is dimensional only,
and does not refer to numerical values.

Thus, velocity has the "dimensions" [IT- '].
Similarly,

Acceleration = velocity -	 length
 time - time x time

or, dimensionally,

[a] =
	

= [LT- 2] .	 ( 2.2)

Force = mass x acceleration

thus, representing the dimension of mass by [M],
[F] = [M] [LT- 1] = [MLT-2] .	 .	 ( 2.3)

Dimensions in Electrostatic and Electromagnetic Systems. From
Coulomb's Inverse Square Law we have, using the C.G.S .system,*

F=
Er2

i.e.	 Force = (quantity of electricity)2
e x length 

where E is the permittivity of the medium.
Dimensionally,

F
[,- . L`j

i.e	 [MLT-2] = [1[g]

From which

[Q] = [LM-T-']	 .	 .	 . (2.4)

which gives the dimensions of Q in the electrostatic system.
Also, in magnetism, the force between two magnetic poles of pole

* Dimensions can be derived in a similar manner sing the M.K.S. relation
ships. The results are the same except that a and ju, are included in E and p,
but see p. 5.
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strengths m 1 and m2 , distant r apart, in a medium of permeability
U is

= m1m.2

pole strength X pole strength
Force = x length2

Dimensionally,	
[7n]2

	

[MLT2] = LuL21	

.
From which 

[rn]	 LMT1	 (2.5)

in the electromagnetic system.
Thus, it is seen that the dimensions of these two quantities, one

electrostatic and one magnetic, involve the dimensions of either e
or as well as those of length, mass, and time. It will be seen later
that the same holds for all such quantities.

Instead of using either p or e as the necessary fourth fundamental dimen-
sion, any one of the electrical or magnetic magnitudes could be used. 0
Giorgi (sec Ref. (67) ) suggested that quantity of electricity Q might be used
and that this would eliminate fractional exponents in dimensional expressions.
Thus, for example, the product QV (where V = potential) has the dimensions
of work so that

[QV] [ML2T]
from which

[V] = [ML5T'Q1]

Dimensions of Permeability (u) and (E). If they are taken as
fundamental dimensions, the dimensions of these quantities cannot
be expressed in terms of length, mass, and time, but a relationship
between them can be found.

As seen in the preceding paragraph, the dimensions of a quantity
of electricity can be expressed in terms of e, etc., as

[Q] = [LMiT]

Now, the force exerted upon a magnetic pole, of strength in units
placed at the centre of a circular wire of radius r due to a current
of i flowing in an are of the circle of length 1 is given by

F=
mil

Fr2

W-1

Quantity of electricity flowing in time t is

Q = it = 
Fr2 1

 ml
-
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Dimensionally,
- [MLT 2 ] [L2] [T

[ - [ 4LM1T 1 ] [L
substituting the expression for m from the previous paragraph.

	

[Q] = [MLp] .	 .	 .	 . (2.6)

This gives the dimensions of Q in the electromagnetic system.
Since Q must have the same dimensions in either system, we have

[pL3T1] = [MLu]

[sLT] = [z]

or	 [LT'] = [ii]	 .	 .	 .	 . (2.7)

Now, the dimensions [LT'] are those of a velocity.

= a velocity

In any system of units the "permeability of free space" ,a 0 and
the "permittivity of free space" Eo are related by the equation

1
Yo-'o =

Where c is the velocity of light in the system of units considered.
From this relationship the dimensions of any electrical quantity

can be converted from those of the electrostatic system to those of
the electromagnetic system, and vice versa.

Dimensions of Electrical and Magnetic Quantities. The dimen-
sions of the various quantities can be derived from the known
relationships between them, as shown below.

1. Electric Current
-

Current quantity- time

	

=	 = [eLMT2]

in the E.S. system.
To convert these dimensions to those of the E.M. system—

involving 1a instead of s—substitute u. L'T for d from Equation
(2.7).

Thus, in the E.M. system

	

[I] =	 L.1TLMT2] = [p.MLT']
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2. Electric Potential. By definition,

Potential = _______ work
quantity of electricity

Thus, representing the dimensions of potential by [V],

[V] = [MLT-2j[L] = tr1LMT-'1
[c1L.MT-']

in the E.S. system.
Converting to the E.M. system, we have

[V] = [ 1u . LT' . L 4 . M IT'] = [,u . LIIiT2]
in the E.M. system.

3. Magnetic Flux.

e.m.f. = rate of change of flux
flux
time

Flux = e.m.f. x time
Dimensionally {DJ = [eLMT'] IT] = [€'LM4J
in the E.S. system, or

[] = [LMT'] in the E.M. system.

The dimensions of the most important electrical and magnetic
quantities in both systems, together with the relationships from
which they are derived, are given in Table II.

Practical and C.G.S. Units. Some of the electromagnetic C.G.S.
units are too small for practical purposes, while others are too large.
The British Association Committee fixed the practical unit of cur-
rent and resistance as -1i and 10 electromagnetic units of current and
resistance respectively. The magnitudes of the practical units of
other quantitites, in terms of the absolute electromagnetic units, can
he found from the known relationships connecting the various
quantities and are given in the table.

For example,
e.m.f. = current x resistance

The practical unit of e.m.f. = the practical unit of current x
the practical unit of resistance

= YO of the e.m. unit of current

X 109 e.m. units of resistance
e.m. units of e.m.f.

The International Conference on Electrical Units and Standards
in London, 1908, agreed that the magnitudes of the fundamental



TABLE U

DIMENSIONS OF EI.WFRIC&L AND MAGIINTIC QUrnIL

Dlmsndori,	 I NU1DbT of Ratio—

	

Z1ectro-	 Number of
Equation om whiob the 	 uni Unit	 magnetic	 1 B.S. unit	 EZectrtat10

Quantity	 Symbol	 Dlua1oui aie IVS4	 Unite In One	 1 LIt. unit	 Unit. In On.
Ekitr..m,iwietle	 Eleotrostatlo	 PractiesiPractical Unit

System	 System	 Unit	 (lecting L. M. a d 1')

Quantity of eleotriuity	 Q, q	 F
Coulomb	 10-'	

3 
< 1	 3 x io'

0.2	 Ampere-hour	 360	 o 108 x 1013

Current	 .	 .	 . l i	 I	 LM2'-'a-	 LMiT-1e1 Ampere	 10-'j—ji.o	 x 10'

E.rn.f. or potential	 V. e,	 Work	
'	

1

E	 Quantity	 F'	 L*M1T's Volt	 10'	 ei.4 3 x io'	
3 x 10'

Resistance .	 .	 -	 B	 B	 LT-'p	 L'Te	 Ohm	 10'	 E/L - 9 x 10"	
1

9 x 10"

Capacitance.	 .	 .	 C C1 Farad	 10-'	 =	 .	
9 x 10"

di-' 	
1

Inductance -	 .	 .	 L	 a L	 L7"s	 flenry	 1011	 c	 9 x 10"

Impedance .	 -	 .	 Z	 Z	 LT-'u	 L-'Tg-' - Ohm	 10'	 C-11A 
1 9>< lO	

1
9 x lOU

Pole strength	 .	 m	 F	 LM1T-'p	 L1M1e

Magnetic field intensity.	 H	 H =	 _lMiT_1g	 LM*T'F

Magnetic flux	 .	 -	 a N	 LMT1z*	 LèMê8
dt

Magnetic flux density	 B	 B ±	 L-MlT',i) LM7

Magnetornotive force -	 P	 F H .	 LT/S	 L1MT2e1

Permeability	 .	 .IU

Reluctance	 .	 -	 8	 8 — x	 L'p'

Magnetic potential	 V	 V	
Work

Pole strength	
L*MIT_1p_i LMT-'e1

Electric power -	 .	 p	 P	 = El	 L'MT-'	 LMT-'	 Watt	 10'	 1	 10'
Time

W Force xdistance Joule 	 10'	 1	 10'
Electric energy -	 .	 W	 EDL'MT	 L'MT'	 Kilowatt-hour 3-6 x 1013 	 1	 36 x LOU

56
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electrical unite should be determined on the E.M.C.G.S. system and
adopted as these fundamentals (i) the Ohm = 10 e.m.u., (ii) the
Ampere 01 e.m.u., (iii) the Volt = 108 e.m.u. and (iv) the
Watt = 10 e.m.u.

The electromagnetic C.G.S. unit of re8i3tanpe is defined as the
resistance of a conductor such that 1 erg of energy is expended per
second when unit current passes through it.

The electromagnetic C.O.S. unit of current is defined as the current
which, flowing in the arc of a circle 1 cm in length and 1 cm in
radius, produces a force of 1 dyne on a unit magnetic pole placed at
its centre.

The determination of the number of electrostatic C.G.S. units in
one practical unit can best be illustrated by an example. In the
case of e.m.f., from the corresponding dimensions given in Table II,

11 e.s.u. 1 - ILIM'T-2.
L1M1T'rT

i e.m.u.J - 	 i4I

Now, if the dimensions of L, M, and T are neglected, this ratio i
equal to	 But it has been shown above that

= a velocity
= 2-998 x 1010 cm/sec in the c.-g.9

system
1 e.s.u. = 2-998 x 10101 e.m.u.

1 e.s.u. of e.m.f. or potential = 2998 x 10 10 e.m.u. units of
e.m.f. or potential

Note. In the following conversions the approximation 2998 3
has been used for the sake of simplification.

Thus, if the volt is equivalent to 108 e.rn.u. it will be equivalent
108	1to 
x 10b03 x 102 e.s.u.

us. .

	

It must be-noted that the above ratio of 1 e. 	 does not in all1 e.m.u.
cases-equal 3 x 10 10 . but depends upon the dimensions. Thus, in

the case of capacitance, the ratio equals, neglecting dimen-

sions of L, M, and T, the product
1	 1

= (3 x 1010 )2 = 9 x 108°
from which

1 e.s.u. of capacitance 
= 9 X 

lO of 1 e.fli.u. of capacitance
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The other practical units can be determined from the four funda-
mental units, and are as follows—

Quantity. The quantity of electricity passed through a circuit by
1 amp in 1 sec is 1 Coulomb

= 10- 1 e.m.u. of quantity

Work or Energy. The unit of work or energy is I Joule (or 1 watt-
second), and is the energy expended by 1 watt in 1 sec

1 joule = 107 ergs (C.G.S. units of work)

Capacitance. A capacitor has unit capacitance—i Farad—when I
coulomb of electricity raises the potential difference between its
plates 1 volt.

1 coulomb	 10-'
1 farad	

-	 e.m.u.
ivolt	 IO

Inductance. The practical unit of inductance is 1 Henry. It is
the inductance of a circuit such that a rate of change of current in
the circuit of 1 amp per sec induces an e.m.f. of 1 volt.

1 volt	 108
1 henry =- = 10 e,m.u.1 amp per see

The C.G.S. unit of inductance is 1 cm.

Thus	 1 henry = 109 cm

Since the farad is too large a unit for many practi.al cases, the
microfarad (represented symbolically as or the mieromicro-
farad (represented by "uuF" symbolically) are used as more con-
venient units.

In the same way, the millihenry and microhenry are often used
as more convenient units of inductance than the henry.

In the electrostatic system, capacitance has the dimensions Le,
which gives the electrostatic C.G.S. unit as 1 cm.

Additional names have been given to several of the C.G.S. units
by the Symbols, Units, and Nomenclature (S.U.N.) Committee of
the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics.* The most
important of these are—

The Maxwell (the C.G.S. unit of magnetic flux),
The Gauss (the C.G.S. unit of magnetic flux density),
The Oersted (the C.G.S. unit of intensity of magnetizing flela),
The Gilbert (the C.G.S. unit of magnet..omot.ive force).

The name. Wel,er has been given to the practical unit of magnetic
flux (1 weber = 108 maxwells), with 1 weber per square metre as
the corresponding unit of flux density.

• Report published October, 1934.
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The M.K.S. (or Giorgi) System of Units. This system, which uses
the metre, kilogramme and second as the units of length, mass and
time instead of the centimetre, gramme -and second, as in the C.G.S.
systems, was originally suggested by Prof. G. Giorgi in 1901. After
international discussions on the matter (Refs. (65), (67) ) the system
was finally adopted by the International Electrotechnical Commission
(1.E.C.) at its meeting in 1938 at Torquay, when the connecting link
between the electrical and mechanical unite recommended was the
"permeability of free space with the value of p = 10 in the un
rationalized system or p = 47rl0 7 in the rationalized system."
(The question of rationalization which does not form an essential
part of the M.K.S. system but is actually a separate consideration,
will be discussed a little later.)

The M.K.S. system is an absolute system of unite, based on its
own definitions. It is independent of the C.G.S. systems, which it
can be used to replace although the long-established C.G.S. systems
are not likely to be entirely discarded for some time to come.

Its great advantage is that its units are identical with the practical
unite and are the same whether built up from the electromagnetic or
electrostatic theory. The rather cumbersome conversions necessary
to relate the units of the electromagnetic and electrostatic C.G.S.
systems to those of the practical system—given in Table 11—are
thus avoided.

It is important to remember that, in the M.K.S. system, the
constants yo and E0 , the "permeability add permittivity of free
space," must be used in their proper places in the expressions for
the particular units being considered. They cannot be omitted,
because they are not unity, as in the C.G.S. systems. From the
relationship

V'Poo 
= c = velocity of light

(see also p. 55) it follows that if, in the unrationalized system, p0 =

10 then = 1I13 x 10- 10. L. H. A. Carr (Ref. 65) suggests that
p0 should be given dimensions L 2 T2 and that co is a pure numeric.
If this is accepted, then the dimensions of the quantities given in
Table 11 become the same in the two systems—electromagnetic and
electrostatic—and the fourth and fifth columns of the table could
then be replaced by one column (substituting everywhere these
dimersions for ,a and taking E as dimensionless). Thus, the first three
lines of this replacing column would read

LMT-'
LiMiT_S
LMtT_1
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Some of the principal derived units, mechanical and electrical,
in the M.K.S. system are given below; some of these units have,
necessarily, been introduced already, in Chapter 1, but are included
again here for completeness in the treatment.

Area	 .	 . The square metre
Volume	 . The cubic metre
Velocity	 . The metre per second
Acceleration	 The metre per second per second
Force . . The Newton, which is the force which

produces, in a mass of 1 kilogramme, an
acceleration of 1 metre per sec 2 (1 newton

7
105 dynes).

Work or Energy . The Jonle, or Newton-metre
Power .	 .	 . The Watt, or Newton-metre per second
Electric Current . The Ampere, defined as the constant current

which, if maintained in two straight
parallel conductors of infinite length, of
negligible circular sections, and placed
1 metre apart in a vacuum, will produce
between these conductors a force equal
to 2 x 10 newton per metre of length.

The M.K.S. units of quantity of electricity, e.m.f., resistance,
inductance and capacitance are respectively the Coulomb, Volt,
Ohm, Henry and Farad. The unit of magnetic flux is the Weber,
which is equivalent to 108 maxwells (or lines of force) so that a rate of
change of 1 weber per second, in the flux linking one turn, produces
unit e.m.f. Flux density is measured in Webers per square metre.

The use of the constant 1u0 = 10, in defining the (unrationalized)
M.K.S. units needs some explanation.

Consider the expression for the force between parallel, current-
carrying conductors. In the electromagnetic C.G.S. system, this is
often written

F = 221

where F is in dynes, i1 and i2 are currents in e.m. units and I and d
are in centimetres.

Strictly the expression should be written

F=21
d

the figure 1 representing the permeability of air or vacuum.
Now, if F is to be in newtons and the currents i1 and i 2 in M.K.S.

units (i.e. amperes) the expression becomes

F= 2?	 = 221 X 10-v
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But, ifu0 (= 10) is included, as it must be in the M.K.S. system,
we have

F = 221,u0

which is in strict accordance with the M.K.S. definition of the unit
of current when i1 , 21 1 and d are all made equal to unity.

It should be understood clearly that if, in any calculation, some
medium is involved which has a permeability p, times that of air,
this value must be included in addition to so that we would then
have a factor pp..

Rationalized Systems of Units. The basis of a "rationalized"
system of units is the conception of unit flux issuing from unit
magnetic pole, or from unit charge, instead of a flux of 47r.. Clearly
'rationalization" is not specially connected with the M.K.S. system:
it could be used with any system founded on the same basic electric
or magnetic definitions. But, if we are to adopt the M.K.S. system,
there is a good argument for adopting it in rationalized form and
so performing two st .agesof adoption at the same time. The question
was considered at the I.E.C., Torquay, meeting in 1938 but it was
agreed to postpone formal endorsement until some later (late.

In the rationalized system the 47i disappears in some relationships
only to appear in another place in others. The advantage of ration-
alization must then be judged by its effect upon the relationships
which one considers to be most important. In the I.E.E. papers
mentioned in Ref. (65) strong arguments for rationalization are offered
as well as some reasons against it. Limitations of space prevent the
statement of these arguments here; the reader specially interested
in the question must be referred to these papers.

In one of the papers, by H. Marriott and A. L. Cullen, a distinc-
tion is made between rationalization of theory and that of the units
themselves. Table III, compiled from this paper, shows the differ-
ences between the unratjonajized and rationalized forms of some of
the most important formulae. In the table ,u and e are the absolute
permeability and permittivity of the medium (as distinct from the
values for free space).

In the rationalized system of units the permeability of free space
is 1u0 = 47d0 7 (instead of u, = 10 in the unratjonalized system).
Again, the permittivity of free space is r = 11I3 >< 10 0

= 8854 x 10-12 instead of r0 = 1113 x IO°i
E. Bradshaw (Ref. (65) ) gives the relative sizes of the units in the

C.G.S. and rationalized and unrationalized M.K.S. systems, and
Table IV reproduces some of the relationships for the more corn-
inonlv used quantities.

Relationships Between the Mechanical, Electrical, and Thermal
Practical Units. The relationships connecting the practical units
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TABLE HI
RATIONALIZED AND UNRATIONALZED FORMS OF ELECTRICAL

AND MAGNETIC EQUATIONS OR FORMULAE

Equation or Formula 	 I	 Rationalized	 I Unrationalizod

Force F between isolated electric 
Fcharges Q1 and Q distant x

Electric flux density 1) near a uni-
formly charged plane surface of 1 V = a
charge density a

Electric field strength B near a uni-.
formly charged plane surface of E =
charge density a	 a

Electric flux density D at distance r V -
from a point charge Q

Electric field E at distance r from a h	 1 Q
point charge Q

Electric potential V at distance r1 Q
from a point charge Q	

V = -

Electric energy density

Capacitance of parallel-plate capa-
citor, of plate area A and separa-
tion d

Capacitance of concentric capacitor
of radii a, b and length I

Capacitance of concentric sphere cap-
acitor of radii a and b

Force F between small isolated mag-
netic poles m 1 and rn. 2 distance x

Magnetic flux density B near a uni-
formly magnetized plane surface
of pole strength surface density

Magnetic field strength H near a uni-
formly inagtietized plane surface
of pole strength surface density

Magnetic flux density B at distance
r from a point magnetic pole rn

Magnetic energy density

Force F between parallel isolated
current elements I5I and 1•
The perpendicular distance bet-
ween the two directions of the cur-
rents Jr , and I is x

a

I) = 4,a

D==-

E= er2

V=--
er

a
8e
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TABLE III—(contd.)

Equation or Formula

Magnetic field 611 at distance x from
current element 161. 0 = angle oH -_	 sin 0
between directions 161 and x	 4,,

Force OF on current element 161 sit-
uated in magnetic flux density B.

= angle between the directions
of B and 101

Magnetic field strength H inside a
long solenoid of n turns per unit
length carrying current I

Magnetic field H at a distance r from
a long straight wire carrying a
Current I

Ampere-turns for a closed magnetic
path

E.m.f. induced in conductor 61 mov-
ing transversely at velocity v i
magnetic flux density B. =
angle between the direction of B
and the plane (v, 61)

E.m.f. indu,ed by changing magnetic
flux linkage

Inductance L of single-turn solenoid
of cross-sectional area A and
length ci

OF = BIOl sin

H = ni

NI = H. dl

= BvOl sin .

dç6E	 dt

,
ci

Jo!611 =	 sin 0- xa

OF = BIOl sin 4

H = 4nnJ

H 21

NI = - £H . dl

OE = Bv61 sin

dt

Rationalized	 Unrationalized

for the measurement of mechanical power, energy, and heat, with
those for the measurement of electrical power and energy are so
important that a consideration of them here is. perhaps, not mis-
placed.

Power.
I h.p. = 33,000 ft-lb per mm

550 ft-lb per sec
= 550 x 12 )< 254 )< 4538 )< 981 cm.dyn-s

(or ergs) per sec
= 746 x lO' ergs per see

Since	 I watt = 10' ergs per see

1 h.p. = 746 watts
746

1 ft-lb per sec 550 = 1357 watts
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TABLE IV

K, = number of M.K.S. unrationalized units in 1 M.K.S.
rationalized unit

K, = number of C.G.S. electromagnetic units in 1 M.K.S.
unrationalized unit

K, = number of C.G.S. electrostatic units in 1 C.G.S.
electromagnetic wilt

K 1 K, = number of C.G.S. electromagnetic units in 1 M.K.S
rationalized unit

K1K,K, = number of C.G.S. electrostatic units in I M.K.S.
rationalized unit

K,K, = number of C.C.S. electrostatic units in I M.K.S
tin ratilillal i'fkd unit

c = free space velocity of propagation = 2998 x 10' metres/sec

I Sym-I M.K.S. Rationalized 
I 

K,	 K,	 K,Quantity	 i bol	 Unit.

Force	 F
Energy	 W
Power	 P
Current	 I
Charge	 Q
Charge surface density	 a

Potential difference	 V

Electric field strength 	 K

Resistance	 R

Resistivity	 p

Electric flux	 -
Electric flux density 	 1)
Capacitance	 C
Permittivity	 -	 C

Magnetic flux	 - (I)

Magnetic flux density	 B

Magneto motive force F
Magnetic field strength	 H

Inductance	 L

Permeability

Magnetic pole strength 	 m

Resistance of free space R.

Newton
Newton-metre Joule
Joule/sec Watt
Ampere
Coulomb
Coulomb/, 121,tro'

Joule/coulomb Unit

Volt/metro

Volt/ampere Ohm

Ohm-metre

Coulomb
CoulombJmetre2
Coulomb/volt : Farad
Farad/metre

Volt-sec Weber

Weber/metre'

Ampere
Ampere/metre

Weber/ampere : lionr

Henry/metre

Weber

Ohm

1	 106	 I
1	 107	 I
1	 107	 I

10-2	 lOOc
1	 10'	 lOOc
1	 1O&	 lOOc

1	 10'

1lO

1	 10'

1	 l0'	 (lOOc)'
4,r 10' 1 00
4,r 10_ I 1 00

10-'	 (lOOc)'
10"	 (1 00C)2

1	 10'

1	 10	
(JOOc)

10- 1 1 00
10'	 lOOc

1	 10'	 (lOOc)'

1/4n	 107	 1
(lOOc)'

l/4	 10'
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Energy.
kilowatt-hour (kWh)	 1,000 watt-hours

I hp.-hr = 746 watt-hours
= 0-746 kWh

1 ft-lb = 12 )< 2'54 x 453-6 x 981 em-dynes (or ergs)
= 1-357 x 101 ergs

1 . 357 joules (or watt-see)
1-357

= 60 x do-. 1.000 kWh

or	 1 ft-lb = 0-000000377 kWh

Thermal Units.
I gramme-caloric	 418 X 10' ergs

418 joules (or watt-seconds)
I B.Th.U. (i.e. the heat required to raise the temperature of! lb water 1°F)

= 778 ft-lb
= 778 x 0000000377 kWh of electrical energy

0•000293 kWh
1 Centigrade heat unit (i.e. the heat required to raise the temperature of

1 lb of water 1°C)

= x 778 ft-lb

0000528 kWh

Example 1. Calculate the number of kWh of electrical energy obtained
per hour from a generating plant whose overall efficiency is 18 per cent.
given,

Number of pounds of coal burnt per hour = 7,000 lb
Calorific value of the coal 	 = 12,000 B.Th.tJ. per lb
Ninler of BTILU. input per hour	 = 7,000 x 12.000
Output. in 13.Th.U. per hour 	 = 0-18 x 84 x 10
Output in kWh. per hour	 0-18 x 84 x 10' x 000029

= 4,420 kWh per hour
(The power output is thus 4,420 kilowatts.)

Example 2. Calculate the number of kWh expended in pulling a train of
weight. 250 tons, J mile UI) an incline of I in 75, at a steady speed of 20 miles
an hour, by means of an electric Locomotive, if 70 per cent of the energy
input is usefully employed. Frictional resistance to motion may be taken as
16 lb per ton.

Calculate also the current taken by the motors if the supply voltage is
500 volts.

Tractive effort = 250 
x 2,240
 

+ 250 x 16th

= 11,467 lb
Work done	 11.467 x 2,640

30,250,000 ft-lb

Energy input	
= 30,250,000

0-7
	 0-000000377 kWh

16-3 kWh
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Time taken to travel j mile = hr

163 x 1,000
Power input 1

TO

652,000 watts

Current	
= 652,000	 1,304 amp

600

Dimensional Equations. If a certain physical quantity y is pro-
portional to the product of two or more other physical quantities,
each of which is raised to some power which is unknown, e.g.
Y x"z'u, then the unknown indices m, n, and p can be deter-
mined by substituting their dimensions for the quantities y, x, z,
and w, and equating the corresponding indices of L, M, T, u, and
e, as in the following example.

Example. The electrical power in a circuit is proportional to the voltage,
and to the resistance of the circuit, each raised to some power. Determine
these powers by the use of the dimensions of the quantities involved.

Let	 Pc1EmRfl

or	 P=k.EmRC

where k is a number which has no dimensions.
'rhon, siibstitutiug the diniension of the quantities Ir'cuu Table II, we have

using the electromagnetic system,

L5MT = k [(LiMT/)m' x (LT'u)'

Equating corresponding indices, we have
For I,-

2	 + '

For M-
= -m, i.e. in = 2, n	 -

Also, for T-
- 3 = - 2m - a

which is satisfied also by in	 .2, a = - I

For -
0	 flI + I

which is again satisfied by in = 2, a	 - I,
El

The dimensions of the physical quantities involved can also be
used to check, or detect, possible errors in equations which have
been derived, perhaps, front complicated theory. This
use is illustrated in the following example.



UNITS, DIMENSIONS, AND STANDARDS	 67

Example. It is suspected that all 	 has been made in the derivation
of the expression

I= 11rc 2M 2 + R1 R,) 2 + o)'L1R1

for the current in a circuit, in terms of the voltage E, angular velocity w
mutual inductance M, self-inductance L 1 and resistances R1 and 1?,. Ascertain
if this is so and, if necessary, make a correction to ensure that the equation is
dimensionally correct.

w, being an angular velocity, has the dimension T, and M has, of course,
the dimensions of inductance, i.e. Lp in the E.M. system. Then, substituting
the dimensions of the various quantities in the electromagnetic system, we
have—

Left-hand Side	 Right-hand Side

(LMT14) (T') (Lj.t)

[(T 2L	 + LT/J + T'. L. LTi'j

3 311= [(3L+L5T'+T'LM

Since the sum of terms which have the same dimensions as one another mind
have the same dimensions as its constituent terms, the right-hand side can
be written

tT4L'ti +

In order that the dimensions of this expression shall be the same as those
of time left-hand side, the second term in the denominator should have dimen-
sions T 4 L'1i 4 , so that, the dimensions of the denominator as a whole would be

['1

Which would give I.01''C for the dimensions of the right-hand side, and
would t bus make the whole equation d i mensionally correct..

Thus, the dimensions Ly are missing from the last term in the denominator
of the right-hand side. Since those are the dimensions of inductance, the
original equation, to be dimensionally correct, should ha"e read

EwM

/ 1MR1R,) + w'L1R1"L

L being an inductance, either self or mutual.

Determination of "c" i.e. the Ratio of the Electromagnetic to the

Electrostatic Unit of Electricity). It has already been stated that

= a velocity = c

and that this velocity can be shown, experimentally, to be that of

li ght, i.e. 2998 x 101 0 or 3 x 10 10 cm per see, very nearly.
To determine this velocity, the ratio of the electromagnetic and

electrostatic values of some electrical quantity must he measured.
This ratio can be measured for any of the four quantities--capacit-
ance, resistance, e.in.f., and quantity of electricity. Of these, the
first is perhaps the best, and will be described.
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The method used necessitates the calculation of the capacitance
of some simple form of capacitor in electrostatic C.G.S. units, and
also the measurement of its capacitance in electromagnetic C.G.S.
units in terms of a resistance whose value in electromagnetic C.G.S.
units is known.

The value of the velocity c can be obtained from the ratio of the
calculated electrostatic value to the measured electromagnetic value
as below.

Let C be the calculated value of the capacitance in e.s.u.
C, be the measured value in e.m.u.

From Table II-
1 e.s.u. of capacitance	 [ E . L 1	 u neglecting the dimensions
le.m.u. of capacitance	 of L and T

	

But	 c,

I e.s.u. of capacitance	 —1 .m.u. of capacitance

Thus, 1 e.s.u. of capacitance=- of I e.rn.u. of capacitance, or the number
of e.s.u. of capacitance in I e.m.0 = c'.

Now, if a certain length is expressed as L' ft or L in.,

= No. of inches in Ift

By analogy,	 No. of e.e.u.s of capacitance in I e.m.u.
CEN

	

g..
.•.	 = c	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 (2.8)

Procedure. The capacitance CES having been calculated from the
dimensions of the capacitor, C must be measured. There are
several ways of carrying out this measurement of capacitance in
electromagnetic C.G.S. units, the best of which is Maxwell's bridge
method, described by him in his Electricity and Magnetism, Article
775.

In this method, the capacitor C to be measured is connected in
one arm of a bridge network, as shown in Fig. 2.1. A commutator
is also connected in this arm, by means of which the capacitor is
alternately charged and discharged. The commutator is driven by
a small motor, supplied from a steady source, and whose speed can
be varied as required.

F, Q, and B are non-inductive resistors whose values in absolute
electromagnetic units are known. 0 is a sensitive galvanometer,
of resistance g, and b is the resistance of the battery circuit.

The resistances of the leads in the capacitor branch are made
negligibly small.
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When the commutator is in such a position that the moving con-
tact 3 of Fig. 2.1 is on contact 2, the capacitor C is discharged and the
currents flowing in the various arms, including the galvanometer
branch, are steady currents from the battery. When contact 3 is
on contact 1, the capacitor is charged to the potential of the battery

Fio. 2.1. CIRCUIT FOR THE DETERMINATION OF C

and the galvanometer current'is altered owing to the varying
current taken by the capacitor while it is being charged. When
the capacitor is fully charged, no current is taken by it, and the
galvanometer current again takes up its steady value.

The galvanometer current can be made zero by suitable adjust-
ment of the resistances P, Q, and B, and of the speed of the com-
mutator.

The expression* for the capacitance of capacitor C is

1_ (c -
-	

+	
Qb	

'(i	 _______	
(2.9)

P(Q+b+R)5 + R(Q+P+) -

n is the frequency of the commutator. To a close approximation
CHM 

=
jrovided P + 1? is large compared with Q.

The resistances must be expressed in electromagnetic C.G.S.
units of resistance. If expressed in ohms, the value of C will be in
farads. Many investigators have measured the ratio c by the above
and other methods. From their results it appears that

c = 2998 x 1010 cm per sec
while the average value obtained by many investigators for the
velocity of light is 29986 >< 10 1 cm per sec. These figures are
taken from the Dictionary of Applied Physic8, Vol. II, p. 960, where
a record of much work carried out on the subject is given.

J. J. Thomson first, gave this e iat.ir, and the theory from which it Is
derived is given also in Laws's EtccIreal Mouremaj.Es, p.364.
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International and Absolute Units. Although the Britis, Associa-
tion Committee on Electrical Measurements adopted th absolute
system of units in 1863, and this was confirmed at an International
Conference on Electrical Units in London in 1908, this conference
decided to specify material standards to be calibrated in absolute
units and thereafter set up or maintained as working standards.
This decision was taken because of the difficulty of making accurate
absolute measurements; but the fundamental standards determined
on the electromagnetic system based on the centimetre, gramme and
second—the standards for which were more permanent than elec-
t neal ones—remained.

The four units established by these specifications (defined below)
were known as International Units. The Ohm was chosen as the
primary standard.

DEFINITIONS OF INTEP.NATI0AL UNITS. The International Ohm is the
resistance offered to the passage of an unvarying electric current by a column
of mercury at the temperature of melting ice, of mass 144521 g, of uniform
cross-sectional area and of length 106300 cm.

Although unnecessary for the purposo of definition, the cross-section of such
a column is very nearly I sq. nun.

The International Ampere is the unvarying electric current which, when
passed through a solution of silver nitrate in water. "In accordance with Speci-
fication 11 attached to these resolutions," deposits silver at the rate of
O'OO 111800 g por see.

The International Volt is the steady electric pressure which, applied to a
conductor of r&,sstancc I international ohm, product-s a current of I inter.
national ampere.

The International Watt is the electrical energy per second expended when
1111 unvarying electric current of 1 international ampere flows under a pressure
of I international volt.

The centimetre, gramme, and second were selected as the units
of length, mass, afl(l time, by an International Electrical Congress
at Paris in 1881, and were defined by them

One of the main reasons for adopting an absolute system of units
originally was the difficulty of constructing standards which did not
vary appreciably with time. Since then, however, wire resistance
standards have been developed which are sufficiently permanent for
their use to act as a better method of maintaining the international
ohm than by occasionally setting up and measuring the "mercury"
ohm. Thus it has become the practice of the national standardizing
laboratories to maintain the international ohm by wire resistance
standards.

As also, by 1930, it was clear that the absolute ohm and ampere
could be determined as accurately as the international units, a
decision was finally taken in 1946 to abandon the international units,
reverting to the fundamental units defined in 1908. The date of the
change-over was 1st January, 1948.

Following a number of determinations of the absolute ohm and
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ampere by various national standards laboratories during the period
1934-1942 the National Physical Laboratory has adopted the
following conversion factors-

1 international ohm = 1-00049 absolute ohms
I	 ,,	 ampere = 0-99985	 ,,	 ampere

from which, 1 	 volt = 100034 	 volts
1 	 watt = 100019 	 watts
1 	 henry = 1-00049 	 henrys
1 	 farad = 099951 	 farad

An appendix to Reference 66 gives "Definitions of the Units
recommended by the International Committee on Weights and
Measures for Legal and Similar Purposes."

Legal Standards. For legal purposes it is necessary to lay down
some simpler, if less accurate, standards than those referred to above.

It was laid down by an Order in Council (London Gazette, 1949,
No. 38683, p. 3810) that the legal standards shall be—

Electrical Resistance. A sta,oiai'd of electrical resistance denominated one
Ohm, agreeing in value within one hundredth part of I per cent with that of the
fundamental unit, and sing the resistance between the copper terminals
of the instrument marked "Board of Trade Ohm Standard verified, 1894
and 1909," to the passage of an unvar ying electrical current when the coil of
insulated wire forming part of the aforesaid instrument is in all parts at a
temperature of 149° C.

Electrical Current. A standard of electrical current denominated one
Ampere, agreeing in value wit bin one tenth of 1 per cent withthe fundamental
unit, and being the current which is passing in and through the coils of wire
forming part of the instrument marked "Board of Trade Ampere Standard
verified, 1894 and 1909," when on reversing the current in the fixed coils the
change in the forces acting upon the suspeToli'(l coil in its sighted position is
exactly balanced by the force exerted by gravity in Teddington upon the
iridioplatinum Nseight mario,l A and forming part of the said instrument.

Electrical Pressure. A standard of e ' ctrical pressure denominated one
Volt, agreeing in value within one tenth of I per cent with the fundamental
unit and being the pressure which when applied between the terminals forming
part of the instrument marked "Beard of Trade Volt Standard verified, 1894
and 1909 and 1948," causes that rotation of the suspended portion of the
instrument which is exactly measured by the coincidence of the sighting wire
with the image of the fiducial mark A before and after application of the
pressure and with that of the fiducial mark B during the application of the
pressure, these images being produced by the suspended mirror and observed
by moans of the eyepiece.

The legal standards are maintained at the National Physical Laboratory.

Absolute Measurements. 1. MEASUREMENT OF RESISTANCE. In
Table II resistance has the dimensions LT- I ii in the elect roniagnetic
s ystem. The dimensions are those of a velocit v, and thus absolute
measurements of' i'-dst niiee involve the measurenient of either a
velocity, or of length and time, which determine a vehieity. Such
measurements often involve the measurement of inductance amid
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time, since inductance has the dimensions of length in the electro-
magnetic system.

At least eight different methods have been used, but only one
can be given here.

Lorenz Method. This method, originally used by Lorenz in 1873,
has since been used for the absolute measurement of resistance,
sometimes in a modified form, by a number of investigators.

At the National Physical Laboratory the latest determination
of the ohm, by this method, was made in the years 1933-1936 (see

Rotatinq Disc

R

)F10 22. LORENZ METHOD 705 THE ABSOLUTE MEASUREMENT
or RESISTANcE

P. Vigiiureux, N.P.L. Collected Researches, 1938, Vol. 24, p. 277).
For desériptions of American work on the subject see H. L. Curtis,
"A Review of the Methods for the Absolute Determination of the
Ohm," Journal of the Washington Academy of Sciences, 1942, Vol. 32,
p. 40, H. L. Curtis, C. Moon and C. M. Sparks, "A Determination of
the Absolute Ohm using an Improved Self Inductor," Journal of
Research of the National Bureau of Standards, 1938, Vol. 21, p. 375
and H. L. Curtis, "Review of Recent Absolute Determinations of
the Ohm and Ampere," Journal of Research of the National Bureau
of Standards, 1944, Vol. 33, p. 235.

In the original experiments a circular metal disc, mounted con-
centrically inside a solenoid, was driven at a uniform speed of
rotation.

A steady current was passed through the solenoid, in series with
which was a low 'resistance R, from the terminals of which leads were
taken to two small brushes, one pressing on the edge of the rotating
disc and another making contact with the disc near its centre. A
sensitive galvanometer was included in one of these leads as shown
n Fig. 2.2.

'Other methods are given in the Dictionary of Applied Phy.ic, Vol.11,
in the Section 05 Electrical Measurements."
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As the disc rotates e.m.f.s are induced in it, since it is placed at
right angles to the field of the solenoid. The connections from the
brushes on the disc to the terminals of R are so made that the
induced e.m.f. in the disc is opposed by the voltage drop due to
the solenoid current I in the resistor B. Thus, when the induced
e.m.f. is exactly equal to the voltage drop, IR, no current passes
through the galvanometer, which therefore gives no deflection.

Let M be the mutual inductance between the disc and the solenoid.
i.e. M = the magnetic flux passing perpendicularly through the

disc surface when 1 antpere flows in the solenoid.
Thus, the flux cutting the disc when I amperes flow through t!ie

solenoid = MI webers. The speed of rotation of the disc (together
with the current I and resistance B, if necessary) can be adjusted
until no current flows through the galvanometer.

Let N rev per see be the speed of rotation for zero galvanometer
deflection.

Then e.m.f. induced in the disc = MIN volts
Voltage drop in the resistor = JR volts,

R being expressed in ohms.
Thus	 MIN =IR

or	 B = MN' ohms	 .	 .	 . (2.10)
The value of the mutual inductance M is calculated from the

dimensionh of the solenoid and disc, and from their relative positions,
using methods such as those described in Chapter V.

As a check upon this expression from thepoint of view of thedimensions
of the quantities involved, consider the dimensions of the product MN.

M	
Magnetic flux	 [L Mi T'/	

L
=	 Current	 [Li M 1 T'aj =

Revolutions
[1VJ	 Seconds = (Tl

[MN = (LTu], which are the dimensions of resistance

If the resistance B is that of a column of mercury of known dimen-
sions, the resistivity of mercury can thus be obtained in absolute
measure, from which the resistance of the international unit of
resistance in absolute units can be calculated. Otherwise the resis-
tance B may be some resistance whose magnitude, in terms of the
standard ohm, is known to a high degree of precision.

The e.m.f.s in the disc may be thought of as existing in an
infinite number of radial elements, each cutting through a field of

flux density equal to	
MI	 =	 , where r is the radius ofarea of the disc	 irr2

the disc in metres. The e.m.f. across the brushes is thus that
induced in a radial element of length r, moving with a mean linear
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velocity of irrN metres per sec, through a field of flux density

Thus, from Equation (1.48), the e.m.f. induced in this element
rrr2
(i.e. the e.m.f. across the brushes) is

MI
lTrt
—.r.irrN=MIN volts

which is the same as the expression given above.

Precautions Necessary to Ensure Accuracy of Measurement. To obtain an
accuracy of measurement of the resistance of 1 part. in 10,000, both M and N
must be determined with an accuracy of a few parts in 100,000.

The speed N may be determined by stroboscopic methods kane Chapter
XXII) or by a directly driven chronograph, the latter being F. E. Smith's
method (see Refs. (1), () ). He also incorporated a fly.wheel to ensure uniform-
ity of speed.

To obtain the necessary accuracy in the value of M, both the disc and sole.
noid must be carefully constructed and their dimensions accurately measured.
The formerof the solenoid is usuallyamarbie cylinder, very carefully machined,
the dimensions being obtained by the use of precision measuring apparatus.
The winding is of bare copper wire, wound in grooves cut in the cylindrical
surface.

Since the effective dimensions of the disc, when rotating, cannot be obtained
with the same accuracy, the value of M is made as little dependent upon these
dimensions as possible by suitably choosing the dimensions of the solenoid
relative to the disc diameter. The disc is usually of phosphor-bronze.

The effect of the earth's magnetic field upon the e.m.f. induced in the disc
is made small by arranging the plane of the latter in the magnetic meridian.
Two measurements are made—one with the current I reversed—to eliminate
this effect.

To reduce the effects of thermo-electric e.m.f.s at the brush contacts,
F. E. Smith used two phosphor-bronze discs of special construction, and two
solenoids.

The accuracy of such absolute measurements depends upon the
precision with which the component apparatus can be made and
upon that of physical measurements such as those of length and
time. It also depends on the variation of the dimensions with time.

Length can now be measured, under the experimental conditions
applying to such work, to within 00001 mm, giving an accuracy of
about one part in a million for the components used in these measure-
ments. Time, or frequency, can be measured to about one part in ten
million.

The overall uncertainty in the values determined for the ohm is
probably not more than 20 parts in a million, and the most recent
comparisons of the results of determinations at various national
laboratories show a. total spread of only 12 parts per million for the
ohm and 4 parts per million for the ampere.
2. MEASUREMENT OF CURRENT. The dimensions of current, in

the electromagnetic system, being Li'I 1T'1[ 1 , the dimensions of
(current)2 are LMT- 2 ifu is regarded as non-dimensional. But these
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are the dimensions of force, so that absolute measurements of current
involve the measurement of force.

This force may be exerted in two ways—
(a) By the current in a solenoid upon a suspended magnetic

needle—as in a tangent or sine galvanometer.
(b) By the current in one part of a circuit upon another part of

the circuit in series with it, and carrying the same current—as in an
electrodynamometer or current balance.

Galvanometer methods suffer from the disadvantages that there
is always some uncertainty about the exact position of the poles of
the magnetic needle used, and also that the horizontal component
of the earth's magnetic field must be separately determined with
great accuracy before the results of current measurements can be
interpreted.

Electrodyiamometers measure current in terms of the torsion of
a suspension wire or of a bifilar suspension, and this is not very
satisfactory. Methods of measurement which utilize some form of
current balance are therefore probably the most satisfactory, and
are most commonly used.

Tangent Ga.lvanorneter Method. If a curreit of 1 amperes flows
in the coil of a tangent galvanometer, it can easily be shown that
the steady deflection 0 (see Fig. 2.3) is such that

IN
(2.11)

where r = the mean radius of the galvanometer coil in metres,
N = number of turns on this coil,

and H = the horizontal component of the earth's magnetic held
in amperes per metre.

Obviously the current can be obtained from this expression, in terms
of the deflection, the dimensions of the coil, and H.

The following assumptions are made in deriving this expression—
(a) That the plane of the galvanometer coil lies exactly in the

magnetic meridian, and is exactly vertical.
(b) That the magnetic needle is infinitesimally short.
(c) That the needle is suspended at the exact centre of the coil.
(d) That the axis of the needle is horizontal.
These assumptions are obviously not all justifiable in practice.

Again, unless the galvanometer coil has only a single layer, and is
exactly circular, the value of r may be somewhat uncertain. The
accuracy of the measurement depends, also, directly upon the
accuracy with which H is known for the particular place at which
the measurement is being made. This last is a great disadvantage
of the method, since it usually necessitates a separate—and highly
accurate--determination of II, and this is about as difficult a mea-
surement as that of the culre!lt. itself. Kohlrausch devised a method
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of measuring H and the current simultaneously (see Philosophical
Magazine, Vol. XXXIX), but the method does not appear to have
been adopted generally.

Corrections can be applied to allow for some of the divergencies
between practice and theory. Two of these—given by F. E. Smith
in the Dictionary of Applied Physics, Vol. II, p. 231—are as follows—

(a) To allow for the fact that all the turns on the galvanometer

Ma,-,etJc Needle
Lenth	

mu

L. . NIm9I ? Web

(a)

	

	
2r

) *mH

Fio. 2.3. TANOENT GALVANOMETER

coil cannot be coincident in space, the value of H at the centre of
the coil is taken as

NI	 r+d+\/(r+d)2+b2-log	
d+ fr d)2

instead of NI
 as assumed in the elementary theory of the gal-

vanometer. In this expression 2b = axial length of the coil, 2d
	= radial depth of the coil, both in m	 Thisetres.	 hj5 expression is due

to A. Gray, and is given in his Absolute Meaurements.
(b) To allow for the fact that the centre of the needle is not

exactly at the centre of the coil, the correction factor to be applied
to the value of H due to the current is

.3y2 + ó2 - 26z2
2	 r2



UNITS, DIMENSIONS, AND STANDARDS	 77

where ox, oy, and Oz are the displacements of the centre of the needle
relative to the centre of the coil. These displacements are measured,
of course, in three, mutually perpendicular, directions, Ox being
measured along the axis of the coil.

If, however, corrections are to be applied to allow for all depar-
tures from the theoretical assumptions, the method becomes very
cumbersome.

Helmholtz modified the tangent galvanometer by adding a second
coil andplacing the needle midway between the two coils in the
uniform field produced by this arrangement (see Chapter I). The
correction for axial displacement of the centre of the needle from
the centre of a coil is thus rendered unnecessary.*

Rayleigh Current Balance. The principle of this instrument will
first of all be discussed. If a current-carrying coil is placed with its
plane parallel to that of another current-carrying coil and in such
a position that their axes are coincident, a force—either of attraction
or repulsion—will exist between the coils, depending upon the cur-
rent directions. This force is proportional to the product of the
two currents in the coils. If the coils are connected in series, so
that the same current flows through both, the force between them
is proportional to the square of the current passing. This force
can be measured if one of the coils is movable, and is suspended
from one arm of a balance, the force thus being "weighed"; hence
the name "current weigher" given to such instruments. Lord
Rayleigh and Mrs. Sidgwick, in their experiments for the determina-
tion of the electrochemical equivalent of silver, used two parallel
coaxial fixed coils with a moving coil suspended between them, the
three coils being so arranged relative to one another that the force
upon the moving coil was maximum. This arrangement is shown in
Fig. 2.4.

The force acting on the moving coil, and measured by the balance,
is given by

dMF = Iax—
 

newtons	 .	 .	 (2.12)

where I is the current in amperes in the three coils in series; M is the
mutual inductance of the coils, and depends upon their numbers of
turns, and upon their dimensions and relative positions; dx is an
element of length along the axis of the three coils. The value of M
can be calculated from the dimensions of the coils by means of
formulae given by Gray (Ref. (7)) or by J. V. Jones (Ref. (8)).

In the above apparatus, if the three coils are so placed that the
moving coil is at a distance of half their radius from each of the
fixed coils, the value of dM

 becomes dependent only on the ratio
• The theory of this galvanometer is given in Gray's Absolute 31easu4enI gnte

in Electricity and Maqneri.n?,, Vol. II, Part 1.
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radius of fixed coil Under these circumstances, also, very little
radius of moving coil
error is introduced by a slight inaccuracy in the axial position of the
moving coil (see Chapter I).

Bosscha (Ref. (9)) introduced an electrical method of measuring
the ratio of the coil radii which does away with the necessity for mea-
suring the mean radii of the coils themselves—somewhat uncertain
'caireinents in the case of multi-layer coils.

The measurement of current in absolute units, by means of the
Rayleigh balance, thus becomes little more than a careful weighing,
very accurate moasurthents of dimensions being avoided. This is
perhaps the greatest advantage of this form of current balance.

Fm. 2.4. ARRANGEMENT or COILS IN THE
RAYLEIGH CURRENT BALANCE

Other advantages, common to all forms of current balance, are that
neither measurement of the horizontal component of the earth's
magnetic field nor a deterinitiation of the torsion constants of a
suspension are required.

The weighing is usually carried out by observing the change in
the weights necessary to balance the moving coil when the current
in it is reversed, this havingt he effect, of course, of reversing the
force upon the moving coil. It should be noted that the expression
for the force, given above, is in newtons; and, since the weights used
in the weighing will be grammes the value of g--the acceleration
due to gravity—must be known. In some forms of current balance
the accuracy with which g is known determines the accuracy of the
current measurement.

Many forms of current balance have been constructed on this
principle and have been used for the determination of the ampere in
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absolute units.* At the National Physical Laboratory the most
recent determination of the ampere was made during the years 1930-
36 (see P. Vigoureux, N.P.L. Collected Reeurches, 1938, Vol. 24,
p. 173).

In all cases a precision balance of special form is used. Great
cale is necessar y in the construction to ensure that the flexible leads
for the purpose of leading current into the moving coil or coils exert
no appreciable torque upon the moving system. Other important
points are the selection of truly non-magnetic material for the
bobbins of the coils. Marble is Perhaps the best material from this
point of view. Brass is suitable if selected with care. The cooling
of the coils, also, is very important, water jackets being used for the

Mt
FIG. 2.5. BIFILAR WINDING

fixed coils and a water-cooled chamber being provided for the
moving coil.

3. DETERMINATION OF TIlE VOLT. The value of the volt is
obtained by Ohm's Law using the values of the ohm and ampere
determined by the methods previously described. In practice the
e.m.f. of a standard cell is determined and the standard cell then
forms, with the ohm, the second available standard.

Standard Resistors. The standard resistor known as the "legal
ohm," as representing, for general commercial purposes, the unit of
resistance, has already been referred to. Since it is considerably
easier to compare resistances than to deterhline their value in
absolute measure, it is convenient to have available standard
resistors which can be used as reference standards. For general
purposes, measurements of resistance can be made with sufficient
accuracy by comparison with such standards. The values of sub-
standard resistors can be determined by comparison with these,
such sub-standards being used in the calibration of laboratory
standards of resistance.

One form of standard resistor consists of a coil of platinum
silver wire non-inductively wound on a metal bobbin The wire is
wound as shown iii Fig. 2.5. In this bifilar method of winding, the

* Detailed descriptions of these pieces of apparatus are given in the Dic-
tionary of Applied Physics, Vol. II. pp. 235, etc., and in Laws'* Elctrwal

ie4.^u?'eme,?t, P. 90.
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wire is doubled back on itself before winding. This gives the effect
of two wires, side by side, carrying currents in opposite directions.
The magnetic fields due to the two currents neutralize one another,
giving a very small inductance.

The coil is insulated from the metal bobbin by a layer of shellacked
silk which is baked before the wire is wound on. The wire is laid
in one layer in order that the cooling shall be as efficient as possible,
it being essential that the coil shall not be appreciably heated during
use. After winding, the coil is usually shellacked and baked at a
temperature of about 1400 C. This serves the double purpose of dry-
ing out the coil and of annealing the wire, the latter being neces-
sary in order to remove conditions of strain, due to bending, from
the wire, and so ensure greater permanence of the resistance of the
coil. The coil is fixed insidean outer cylindrical metal case, which
has an ebonite top to which the coil and bobbin are attached, and
the space between the coil and the outer cylinder is filled with paraf-
fin wax. The terminals consist of long copper rods, hard-soldered to
the resistance coil, the ends of these terminals being amalgamated.
In use, the coil is maintained at a constant temperature for some
hours before measurements are made. This is done by immersing
the major portion of it in water.

The Board of Trade ohm is of this form.
More recent designs for standard resistance coils differ mainly in

the new materials used for the coil former; e.g. Barber, Gridley and
Hall (Ref. (73) ) have described the construction at N.P.L. of strain-
free coils which lie in grooves on Perspex discs.

Many other forms of standard resistor have been constructed,
the most important being those designed and constructed by
the Standards Laboratories of different countries, such as the
German Physikalisch-Technisehe Reichsanstalt, the American
Bureau of Standards, and the National Physical Laboratory of
this country.*

After experiments with platinum wire and a gold-chromium alloy
it has been concluded that forms of manganin are the best materials
for standard resistance coils. By suitable heat treatments and
mountings, freeing the coils from strain, and by enclosing them in
hermetically sealed containers, it is possible to obtain a constancy
over a year within one part in ten million.

The reference standard of the N.P.L. consists of a group of five or
more coils of nominal value 1 ohm which have shown the greatest
relative constancy over preceding years. The average value of the
group is assumed to have remained constant, and values with an
accuracy of one part in a million are assigned to the reference
standards for the purpose of international comparisons.

* Several forms re described in the Dictionary of Applied Physics, VoL H,
P. 700, etc., and in the publications mentioned in Ref. (2), (10), (II), (12).
(66). (89), (70), (71), (72), at the and of this chapter.
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Requirements of Standard Resistors. The most important pro-
perties of resistors which are to be used as standards of reference
are-

1. Permanence. The necessity for this property is obvious. In
order to avoid variation, with time, of the resistance value of the
finished standard, annealing during manufacture is essential.
Thorough drying out by baking after covering the wire insulation
with shellac is also necessary, and if the coil or strip is immersed in
oil for cooling purposes, care must be taken to ensure that the oil
is free from acid and water, in order to avoid corrosion of the resis-
tance ahoy.

2. Robust and strain-free construction.
3. A small temperature coefficient of resistance, in order that the

correction for temperature variations shall be small.
it. 4. Small thermo-electric effects when a current is passed through

Such resistors should also have as low an inductance as possible
and should be capable of carrying an appreciable current without
overheating.

Low-Resistance Laboratory Standards. In i he case of low-resis-
tance standards such as those used for potentiometer work, the
currents to be carried are often very large, and adequate cooling
must be provided, this being done by immersing the resistor in
oil (first-grade paraffin oil being often used for this purpose), the oil
being stirred by a motor-driven stirrer and water cooling being
provided. A distinction should be made, however, between resis-
tors of this latter class and those which are used for reference
purposes only, and are not required to carry large currents. These
low-resistance standards are fitted with potential terminals as well
as current terminals. The potential terminals fix the points on
the resistor between which the nominal resistance of the stan-
dard is measured. The current terminals, by means of which the
resistor is connected to the supply circuit, should be at an appre-
ciable distance from the tapping points of the potential leads in
order that the current distribution shall be uniform throughout the
cross-section of the resistance material, before the tapping points are
reached	 Ref. (13) ).

Fig. 2.6 shows a low-resistance standard of the Drysdale-Tinsley
non-inductive type, designed to carry heavy currents such as may be
required in potentiometer and other work. In addition to the ordi-
nary current and potential terminals, it has, fitted to the potential
terminals, mercury contacts for use in a standardizing bridge (see
Chap. VII). This type of resistor is manufactured by Messrs.
H. Tinsley & Co., and is designed for use with either direct or
alternating currents (up to 1,000 c/s). The resistance material used
is manganin, silver-soldered to copper rings, which are screwed to
heavy copper lugs to which they are also soldered with tin-lead

4—(T.5700)
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solder. The manganin resistance strips are in the form of concentric
cylinders, through which the current passeB axially in opposite
directions, thus giving a very low inductance. A range of resistors
of the type shown in the figure is manufactured, having resistance
values from 002 ohm down to 0 . 0001 ohm. The watts dissipated are
200 for resistors from 002 ohm down to 0 .005 ohm, and 500 from
0 .001 ohm down to 00001 ohm.

(Ii. Tinsley & Co., LtsL)

FIG. 2.6. DRYSDALE-TINSLxY NON-INDTJrJVE Low
RESISTANCE STANDARD (500 Watt Type)

Resistance Materials. It is desirable that a material to be used in the
construction of standard resistors should possess the following properties—

(a) High resistivity, in order that the standard resistor, when constructed,
may be reasonably compact.

(b) Permanence. There should be as little variation in resistance with time
as possible.

(c) It should have a low thermo-electric force with copper.
(d) Low temperature coefficient, in order that the correction for tempera.

sure variation may be small.
(e) It should not easily oxidize, and should be unaffected by moisture,

acids, etc.
In addition, it should, if possible, be easily worked and jointed.
From intercomparison, over is 	 period of years, by various investigators,

of a number of standard coils made up in 1864 by Mathiessen and Hockin,
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on tielialf of the British Association, it appeared that platinum was the best
material from the point f view of permanence, though later work has shown
the superiority of manganin. Platinum has the disadvantage of a high
temperature coefficiont—bout 04 per cent per 10 C. Many alloys, such as
platinum-silver, platinum-iridium. German silver, manganin, etc., have been
used as resistance materials, and much research, beginning with the work of
Mathiessen (Ref. (14)) has been carried Out upon the subject.

Manganin. Weston, in 1889, discovered that alloys of copper, manganese,
and nickel, have a very small temperature coefficient. Mailganiu* is an alloy
of this type. Lindeck (Ref. (12)), Bash, and others, have since further investi-
gated the properties of such alloys, and it has been found that the composition
—84 per cent copper, 12 per cent manganese, 3-5 per cent nickel, and 0-5 per
cont iron—has an extremely low temperature coefficient and is most suitable
for resistance purposes.

TABLE V: PROPERTIES or OTHER RESISTANCE MATERIALS

I	 Thermo- I
electric I

Material	 Composition	 Resistivity Tempera.	

e'OIts)

mf.
(approx.)(nikhin-ro	 Coeentaainst	 ECinarks

eel)(% per' C) Copper
eri .
 I

Copper 71%
Therlo	 . Aluminium 165%

I Manganese 10-5%
1on 2%

Platinum-silver 1 part platinum, 2
parts silver

Constantan	 . Copper and nickel

Nureka	 . Copper 60%
Nickel 40%

German silver . Copper 63%
Zinc 22%
Nickel 15%

Platlnotd . German silver with
addition of about
1% tungsten.

Nichrome	 j

Platinum

Iron

	

47	 00005
(at 20' C)

	

316	 003

	

50	 -0-001
(at 20' C
approx.)

As for Cozisti

	

30	 003
(at 20' C)

	

34 to	 002 to

	

40	 003

95004
(at 20' C)
approx.

11	 036

12	 O4

Very low Comparatively new mate-
rial. Propertits similar to
manganmn.

Small	 High temperature coeffi-
cient.

40 Cheap, Easy to work.
High therme-electric
e.m.f. is a disadvantage.

35 The presence of zinc In
alloys produces unstable
properties.

20	 Tungsten Improve" the
permanence.

Used for resistors or
rougher class, especially
at high temperatures. Is
non-corrosive.

Used in resistance thermo-
metry.

Used for reslet,rs when
Its magnetic properties
and high temperature co-
efficient are unimportant.

2	 High-value precision
resistors.

	

Karmai Nickel 75%	 133	 0002
Ch, i U ft 20%
Balance iron and

	

alinzniniuiii. 	 p

The name "Manganin" is a registered trade nitirk belonging to Isabelieni-Jluotte,
II otraler K .G. (Germany), who first produced thisalloy commercially in 1889.
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Copper-manganese-nickel alloys similar in characteristic to
manganin are made by a number of manufacturers under their own
trade names., a typical example being the alloy Minaipha made by
Johnson Matthey & Co., Ltd. Fig. 2.7 shows a temperature
resistance curve for Minaipha, and it can be seen that the temperature
coefficient of resistance is practically zero over a limited range of
temperature at 26°C.

The resistivity of Minatpha is 415 microhm-centimetres at 20°C,
and the temperature coefficient is about + 00004 per cent per 1°C
at 20°C, as indicated by the curve. The thermo-electric e.m.f.
against copper is -. 05 microvolts per 1°C.

Resistance alloys show a change in electrical resistance when they
are subjected to mechanical strain, and this is possibly the primary

Fio. 2.7. THE TEMPERATURE—RESISTANCE CURVE OF MINALPEA

(Johso, Mattbey	 (Jo., 144.)

cause of drift in the value of resistors with time. In order to achieve
the highest stability a strain-free construction must be adopted, i.e.
the resistance wire should be properly annealed after winding and
mounted in such a manner that it is free from mechanical constraints.

The manganin alloys have a strain sensitivity, expressed as the
ratio of percentage resistance change to percentage strain, of about
04, which is quite low—a further factor in their favour.

Annealing of manganin to remove initial strains is best done by
heating the material to a temperature of 550°C. If this is done in air
there will be some oxidation of the surface, and the wire must be
pickled in chromic acid and then washed in distilled water to remove
the oxide layer. Annealing in an inert gas prevents oxidation, but
in practice some pickling is still necessary to achieve the utmost
stability. This process cannot be applied to insulated wires, and in
these circumstances the wound resistor is annealed by heating at
about 140°C for at least 10 hours. Resistance standards having
values of 1 and 10 ohms are made with bare wire which has been
subjected to a high-temperature anneal. The resistance coil is
virtually self-supporting and can be mounted with a minimum of
mechanical constraint, thus achieving a virtually strain-free
construction.
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These conditions are not readily realized with higher-value
resistors, which are normally wound with insulated wire on a
supporting bobbin; as a result of this, the long-term stability of
such resistors is not comparable with that of the 1 ohm standards.
The notable feature of the new resistors due to Barber, Gridley and
Hall (Ref. (73) ), previously referred to, is the attainment of a true
strain-free construction with 1,000 ohm coils.

It is a common practice to coat insulated wires after winding
with a protective coating of shellac; the shellac absorbs moisture
from the atmosphere which causes it to swell and stress the wire,
giving rise to small variations of resistance with time.

Current Standards. It is obviously impossible to set up a standard
of current in the same sense that a standard of resistance can be set
up, and in practice the standard cell is maintained as a second
working standard with the ohm. Any voltage can be accurately
measured by comparison with a standard cell, using a precision
potentiometer, and current is therefore measured with the standard
ohm and a standard cell, using a potentiometer.

Kelvin Current Balance. The current balance as used for the
determination of the absolute value of the ampere has already been
described. Lord Kelvin designed an instrument the action of which
depends upon the same principle and which has been used for the
accurate measurement of current. The instrument mentioned in
the definition of the legal ampere is a special form of the Kelvin
balance.

The Kelvin balance is now described as a matter of historical
interest only, because a far higher degree of accuracy in direct-
current measurement can be achieved with a standard resistor and
potentiometer, and in alternating-current measurement by using a
transfer device such as an electrostatic voltmeter or a vacuo-thermo-
junction. These particular devices are described in subsequent
chapters.

The Kelvin balance has been used in the past for the measurement
of currents from 01 to 10 amperes. The instrument consists of
six coils, four fixed and two moving, the latter being carried on
a beam which can rotate in a vertical plane, like the beam of a
chemical balance. Instead of a knife edge, as the means of pivoting
this beam, it is suspended at its centre by two flexible copper
ribbons, each consisting of a large number of fine wires. These
ribbons also act as leads to the moving coils. The latter are situated
between the two pairs of fixed coils as shown in Fig. 2.8, all six
coils being connected in series, the connections being such that
the currents flow as shown. Under these conditions the top fixed
coil on the right attracts the adjacent moving coil A, while the
bottom fixed coil repels A. On the left the top fixed coil repels
the adjacent moving coil B, while the bottom fixed coil attracts B.
The total effect is thus to cause an anti-clockwise movement of the



86	 ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS

beatri carrying the moving coils. This anti-clockwise torque is
balanced by means of weights carried by a small carriage which
runs on a graduated bar attached to the moving beam. This carriage
is moved by mears of cords which pass through holes in the case of
the instrument. To ensure that the weights shall always be placed
in the same position on the carriage, the latter is fitted with two
small conical pins, which fit into holes in the weights.

To use the instrument, a known weight, whose value is suitable
for use with the current to be measured, is placed on the carriage,
and a counterpoise of the same value is placed in the aluminium
V-shaped trough attached to the right-hand moving coil. The

rided Copper R/hbona
(bath /n centre oFeedm dcteG//q

FIG 2.8. ARRANGEMENT OF COILS IN KET.VIN CURRENT
BALANCE

carriage is then moved to zero at the left-hand end of the graduated
scale, and the clamping device, for Temoving the weight of the
moving system from the copper ligaments when the instrument is
not in use, is freed. The moving system should then be balanced as
indicated by the pointers--one at each end of the beam—which
move over small vertical scales attached to the base.A means of
adjustment is provided to obtain complete balance with zero current
if this condition should not be obtained without.

Wliezi current flows through the instrument, the anti-clockwise
torque produced by it is balanced by moving the carriage, with is
weights, along the scale to the right. If 21 cm is the length of the
scale, and balance is obtained with a movement of the weight of
x cm from zero, then, the moving system being suspended at its
centre, the total turning moment due to the weights, each of weight
W grammes (say), is Wi - WV - z) Wx g. cm. At balance this
turning moment is equal to that due to the current, which latter is
proportional to the squane of the current. The current I is calcu-
lated from the equation

I = K2',,/I) .	 .	 .	 .	 (2.13)

where D is the displacement of the moving weight in scale divisions
for balance, and K is a constant for the instrument which depends
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also upon the weight used. A fixed inspectional scale for approxi-
mate readings is fitted behind the moving scale, the former being
graduated in terms of 2VD. Four sliding weights and four counter-
poise weights are supplied with the instrument, in order to obtain
different ranges, the carriage constituting the smallest of the sliding,
weights. These four weights are in the ratio 1, 4, 16, 64. The first
being the weight of the carriage, the last three are 3, 15, and 63
times the weight of the carriage respectively.

Kelvin balances can be used with alternating current as well
as direct, since, the currents in all the coils being the same (because
they are in series), all the magnetic fields of the coils reverse direction
together, thus producing a turning moment which is always in the
same direction.

Voltage Standards—Standard Cells. The Weston Standard Cell is
now used exclusively as the standard of e.m.f.; it was patented

Cadmi,m &lphatr
5o/t,

Cad,ojrn,	 Cac/,.o,,,,, &.'/phate
phatc --	 C,qstaisCrystals	

pICac1,o,,,o S/phateCadmium	 a,'d Me,-curo SulphateAma/gain	 Merc,iry

Fia. 2.9. WESTON STANDARD CELL

in its original form by Weston in 1892. It has completely supplanted
the earlier Clark cell (Ref. (19) ). The present form of Weston cell is
illustrated in Fig. 2.9. The positive element is mercury covered by a
depolarizer of mercurous sulphate, and the negative element is an
amalgam of 1 part of cadmium and 7 parts of mercury. The
electrolyte is a saturated solution of cadmium sulphate, and to ensure
saturation cadmium sulphate crystals are added to it. Lord
Rayleigh suggested the H-form shown, the two limbs being
hermetically sealed. The connections to an external circuit are made
by platinum wires sealed into the glass.

The present cells are usually of the acid type in which the cadmium
sulphate is dissolved in 01 N sulphuric acid. The acid cell is less
subject to irregular variations and has less temperature hysteresis
than the neutral cell.

The e.m.f. of the acid cell is 101859 volts at 200 C: it falls by
40 microvolts per j0 C rise in temperature.
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Each limb of the standard cell has a comparatively high tern
perature coefficient and the overall value is the difference between
the values for the two limbs. Because of this it is important to
ensure that the whole cell is at the same temperature and protected
from draughts. Standard cells must be totally enclosed and
preferably oil-immersed to ensure evenness of temperature.

The temperature coefficient of the standard cell is related to the
solubility of the cadmium sulphate, and unsaturated cells, i.e. with
no crystals undissolved, have a negligible temperature coefficient.
Such cells have a lower stability than the saturated cells but are
often used in industrial applications where wide temperature
variations are encountered.

The internal resistance of the acid-saturated cell is about
1,000 ohms and rises slowly with age. The e.m.f. of these cells does
not change by more than 1 or 2 parts in 10 5 over several years.

Precautions when Using Standard Cells. Great care must be taken to ensure
that when in use no appreciable current is taken from a standard cell, as the
e.m.f. is only strictly constant on open circuit. The voltage falls when a
current is taken irom such cells, and although they recover after a time, such
disurbancos are undesirable and may lead to considerable errors in measure-
mont. Standard cells are thus only used in null methods of measurement,
such as in measurements by the potentiometer. A high resistance should be
connected in series with the standard cell, which protects it during the initial
manipulations of the apparatus and which can be cut out when approximately
balanced conditions are obtained.

Care should be taken also in moving a standard cell, as any appreciable
shaking up of the chemicals in the cell tends to produce variations of e.m.f.

For storage purposes a dry position having a fairly uniform temperature of

about 15 to 200 C should be selected, in order to avoid troubles from hysteresis
effects due to temperature variations, and to avoid any possibility of leakage
currents due to moisture on the insulating material between the terminals
of the cell.

The use of a group of standard coils as a working standard in international
comparisons of voltage is described in Refs. (06) and (69).

Standards of Mutual and Sell-Inductance. It has been seen
previously (Table II) that the dimensions of inductance in the electro-
magnetic system are those of length. Thus standards of inductance,
both self and mutual, depend for their value upon their dimensions,
together with the number of turns of wire in them, this latter being
a mere number which has no dimensions.

The sell-inductance of a coil, or the mutual inductance of a system
of coils, can be calculated from the dimensions of the coils by the use of
formulae which have been given by many woikers on this subject.*

In the construction of a primary standard of inductance, whether
mutual or self, some form must be adopted for which a rigidly
accurate formula exists for calculation purposes. The design should
be such as to facilitate the accurate measurement of the dimensions

References to publications giving such formulae are given at the end of the
chapter.
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of the standard, for, if the formula used is rigidly correct, the errors
in the calculated value, as compared with the actual value of the
inductance, will depend very largely upon the accuracy of such
measurements. There should, also; be no doubt about what lengths
should be taken as the effective dimensions of the standard. For
this reason the coils are usually single layer, and are often wound
with bare wire laid in a screw thread cut in a marble cylinder.
Other factors influencing the design are that the dimensions should
be subject to as little variation as possible with time in order to
ensure permanence of the inductance of the standard, and also that
the bobbins used for the coils should be absolutely non-magnetic.

It has been found that marble is the best material for the purpose, its
advantages being: (a) it does not warp and is unaffected by moisture and
atmospheric conditions; (b) its electrical resistance is very high, so that it
serves as an insulator when bare wire is wound on it; (e) its relative permea-
bility (which would be exactly unity for a completely non-magnetic material)
is 0999988, as given by Coffin (Ref. (25)); (d) its coefficient of expansion is
only about 0-000004 per degree Centigrade; (e) it is comparatively cheap and
easy to wotk, so that any desired shape can be obtained.

It is essential that metal shall be avoided as far as possible in the
construction of such coils, as eddy currents set up in metal parts
may appreciably affect the value of the inductance of the standard.
For the same reason, standards constructed for use with heavy
currents, when the conductors must be of large section. employ
stranded wire to reduce the eddy current effect. Capacitance effects
should also be avoided as far as possible., and the resistance of the
windings should be low compared with the inductance.

Measurements of the dimensions of coils to be used as primary
standards are carried out by means of a prevision measuring ap-
paratus, one form of which is described by Coffin (Ref. (25)).

Primary Standards of Mutual Inductance. Such standards are
always fixed standards—i.e. they are of single value. Variable
standards of inductance will be described in a later chapter. The
general form of such primary standards is a single-layer coil, uni-
formly wound and of circular cross-section, its axial length being
large compared with its cross-sectional diameter, which forms the
primary circuit, with a coil of small axial length placed at its centre,
the latter forming the secondary circuit. The secondary coil may be
wound on top of the primary coil, so that their cross-sections are as
nearly coincident as possible, or it may be wound on a separate
bobbin and placed inside the primary coil, the first form being
the bettor from the point of view of ease of construction and
measurement.

The flux density at the centre of the primary coil is
u0Ni

cos 0, == B webers per square metre
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where N is the number of turns on the coil, 1 its axial length in
metres, and i the current, in amperes, flowing in it. 0 1 is the angle
between the axis of the coil and a line drawn from the centre point
of the axis to a point on the circumference of an end turn of the coil
(see Fig. 1.21).

If the secondary coil, placed at the centre of the primary, has
n turns, and is of cross-section a sq. m, the flux linkages with this
secondary coil per unit current in the primary (which is the mutual
inductance) is

nBa ,u0Nn.a
= 1-cos

or	 M 
=	 henrys.	 . (2.14)

It should be noted, however, that in the derivation of Equation
(2.14) assumptions are involved which are not quite justifiable for
the purpose of calculation of mutual inductance for standards pur-
poses, and that more exact formulae are applied in practice. The
above equation gives a fairly close approximation.

Campbell Primary Standard of Mutual Inductance. The Campbell
type of primary standard (Ref. (26)) consists of a primary coil of
bare copper wire wound under tension in a screw thread cut in a
marble cylinder. It is a single-layer coil and is divided into two
equal parts connected in series and displaced from one another by
a distance equal to three times the axial length of one of them. The
secondary coil, consisting of a number of layers of wire wound in a
channel cut in the circumference of a marble ring, is placed so
that it is concentric and coaxial with the primary coil cylinder.
This coil is situated midway between the two portions of the primary
coil, and a means of adjustment is provided to enable the coil to
be brought into the correct position relative to the primary coil.

With this construction the magnitude of the mutual inductance
obtainable is much greater than is possible if both primary and
secondary coils are single-layered, -whilst the difficulty of accurately
measuring the effective radius of the multi-layered secondary is
overcome by arranging its dimensions so that small variations of
radius or of axial position have a negligible effect upon the mutual
inductance. With the relative positions of the secondary and the
two portions of the primary coil as stated above, maximum mutual
inductance is obtained by making the mean radius of the secondry
coil about 146 times that of the primary coil. This means that the
circumference of the secondary coil is situated in the position of
zero magnetic field when current flows in the primary coil (see Fig.
2.10). Thus the mutual inductance will not be appreciably affected
b y small errors in measurement o f the secondary coil radius, or by



UNITS, DIMENSIONS, AND STANDARDS	 91

a small departure from the true midway position between the two
halves of the primary winding.

The mutual inductance is calculated by J. V. Jones's formula,
mentioned previously.

1-46
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FIG. 2.10. CONSTRUCTION OF CAMPBELL PRIMARY STANDARD

OF MUTUAL INDUCTANCE

The data for the National Physical Laboratory primary standard constructed
on this principle are, as given by Campbell,

Primary CoiL
Number of turns .	 .	 .	 75 in each halfDiameter	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 30 cm
Axial length of each half. 	 .	 .	 15 cm
Distance between inner ends of the

	

two halves .	 .	 .	 15 cm
Secondary Coil

Number of turns .	 .	 .	 485
Mean diameter	 .	 .	 .	 43 . 73, cm
Axial depth .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 100 cm
Radial depth .	 .	 .	 086 cm

The mutual inductance of this standard is given as 10 • 0178 millihenrys.

Secondary Standards of Mutual Inductance. Such secondary
standards are used as standards of mutual inductance for general
laboratory purposes. Sine, they are not absolute standards it is
not essential that their i -5 'ii shall be determined with greataccurac y , it being merely essential that they shall have a mutual
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inductance which is as near as possible to the nominal value for
which they are designed. When constructed they are compared
with a primary standard, and their mutual inductance is adjusted,
if necessary, until it is within, say, 1 part in. 10,000 of their nominal
value. Such standards are constructed to have nominal values which
are either multiples or fractions of the inductance of the primary
standard.

RxQUIREMENTS. Since the most important requirement of such
pieces of apparatus is that their mutual inductance shall remain
constant under all conditions of use, they should have the following
characteristics—

(a) Their inductance should not vary with time to any appreciable
extent. For this reason the materials used must be carefully chosen

Marble Sobbin,,

Prrarq b,Ii	 Sent
coil	 Insulation coil	 Coil

FIG. 2.11. CAMPBELL SECONDARY STANDARD or MUTUAL

INDUCTANCE

to avoid warping, and the coils must be firmly fixed in position to
avoid relative displacement.

(b) Their construction should be such that the mutual inductance
varies as little as possible with changes of temperature.

(c) Their inductance should be independent of the supply fre-
quency as far as possible. To ensure this, the wire used should be
stranded, each strand being insulated from the neighbouring ones,
in order to reduce eddy current effects in the wire. The inter-
capacitance of the windings should be small, also, and the insulation
should be as perfect as possible.

Secondary standards usually consist of two coils wound on a
bobbin of marble or hard, paraffined wood, the coils being separated
by a flange. The wire is stranded copper, with double silk coverings.
After winding, the coils and bobbin are immersed in hot paraffin
wax. When withdrawn and allowed to cool, the wax firmly fixes
the wires in the coils in position.

Adjustment to the value of mutual inductance required is done
by carrying one end of one of the coils through a further are of
a circle in order to give the effect of a fraction of a turn. Campbell
(Ref. (27) ) gives a method of adjustment utilizing a third coil, of small
diameter, concentric and coaxial with the other two, and connected
in series with the secondary (Fig. 2.11). Adjustment is by alteration
of the number of turns on the small coil, a variation of one in the
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number of turns on the small coil having the effect of a variation of
a fraction of a Writ on the larger coil.

Primary Standards of Self-inductance. Although mutual induc-
tances are more generally regarded as the primary standards of
inductance, owing to the greater accuracy with which their values
can be calculated from their dimensions, standards of self-inductance
have been constructed at several of the national laboratories already
mentioned. Their magnitudes are calculated from formulae pre-
viously referred to, and permanence is ensured by winding the coil
of bare hard-drawn copper wire under tension in a screw thread out
in a marble cylinder which has been very carefully ground so as to
be as nearly truly cy 1 indrical as possible. Deseriptions of such

Fia. 2.12. MAXWELL'S DIMENSIONS FOR SELF-INDUCTANCE
STANDARD

standards at the Bureau of Standards and at the Physikalisch
Teohnische Reichsanstalt have been given by J. G. Coffin (Ref. (25)),
and by Gruneisen and Giebe (Ref. (28) ), respectively. These two coils
are of inductances 21624 mH and about 10 mH respectively.

Secondary Standards of Self-inductance. As in the case of secon-
dary standards of mutual inductance, self-inductance secondary
standards are constructed to have a nominal value which is usually
a simple fraction of I henry. Such standards are compared with a
primary standard of inductance and are used as reference standards
for general laboratory work.

For the purpose of obtaining the largest possible time constant (i.e. ratio

inductance when winding an inductance coil, Maxwell recommended the useieai8taflCe)
of the relative dimensions given in Fig. 2.12. An approximate formula for the
inductance of a coil having these relative dimensions is

L = 6xN'r x 10' henrys
where	 N number of turns on coil

r - mean radius of the coil in centimetres
Since	 r	 I-85a

Lrl1 . lxN'a x 10 -9 henrys .	 -	 .	 -	 ( 2.15)
Later work by Shawcross and Wells (Ref. (26)) on this subject showed

that Maxwell did not consider enough terms in the formula which he used
in this calculation, and that a coil of shape somewhat similar to that of
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Fig. 2.12 but having a mean diameter 3a (instead of 37a) gives a slightly
greater time constant (05 per cent greater).

The formula for the inductance of such a coil (dimensions in couunetreS)
LB

L = 16-83 N'r x 10 henrys
or	 L	 25-24 N'a x 10' henrys .	 ( 2.16)

Actually the maximum time constant is obtained by making the mean
diameter 2-95a, but 3a is more convenient and is a sufficiently close approx-
imation.

Coils for use as secondary standards are wound of silk-covered
stranded copper wire on bobbins of marble, or of mahogany impreg-
nated with paraffin. After winding, the coils are immersed in molten

1)

FIG. 2.13. CoNsTnuc'rloN OF SULLIVAN-GIOFFITHS TaMPErtATultz-
COMPENSATED SELF-INDUCTANCE STANDARD

paraffin wax for some time. Upon being removed and cooled, the
paraffin wax solidifies and rigidly fixes the coil wires in position.

The chief cause of non-cyclic temperature coefficient and general
instability of inductance is always the non-equality of expansion of
the conductor and the radial dim&nsion (W) of the former. A design
for stable inductances with sensibly zero temperature coefficient,
line to W. I-i. F. (irilliths. is ilIut rated in Fi. .13. Members (B) Id
Kerarnot are supported rii&lly by the end cheeks (1)) of' special
laminated Bakelite. The conductor (A), of thin strip copper or
Litzendraht wire, is wound in grooves. The pins (P) form the ch ief
locating means for the relative positioning of the B and D members.
The temperature coefficient of linear expansion of the 1) members
varies with the direction of the radius owing to its laminated
manufacture.

In order that the resultant temperature cnfficient of the dimension
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W shall exactly equal that of the linear expansion coefficient of the
conductor A, the following condition must be satisfied-

6'(W + X) - = 6"(W + Y) -

where 6', Y, and 6" are the measured temperature coefficients of
expansion of the D members in the radial directions p, q and r
respectively, and the expansion coefficients of the conductor and Bmembers are a and 8 respectively, the latter being uniform in all
directions.

From the above expression it is seen that the radial dimensions
of the pins Pa,, 1 ' and P are given respectively by

y 

z = 	
w

Having thus, by the above determination of the correct dimensions
X + W, Y + W, and Z + W, ensured that the temperature coefficient
6 of the former may be safely replaced by that, a, of the conductor,
it can be shown that the resultant temperature coefficient of induc-
tance is

AL
==2a+y(a

where y is a variable, depending upon the ratio of length to diameter,
which has been enumerated for all possible shapes of coil by
Griffiths.

The principle can be applied to multi-layered coils up to 1 henry
with equal succes. The temperature coefficients of true inductanceare always less than 5 x 10-6 per deg C and can by careful design bereduced to 10

Griffiths* shows how the temperature coefficient of these induct-
ances may be affected by frequency within certain bands and
discusses the effects of humidity, current and self- cipacitance upon
their ultimate stability.

Primary Standards of Ca pacitance. Such standards are capacitors
whose eRpacitance can be accurately calculated, by means of an
exact formula, from their dimensions. Capacitance in the electro-
static system of units has the dimensions of length (Table II). The

* "Recent Improvements in Air Cored Inductances," Wireless Engineer,Vol. XIX. No. 220, pp. 8-19 and No. 220, PP. 56-63. (See also H. W.Sullivan. 1954 catalogue.)
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capacitance of absolute capacitors can thus be expressed in terms of
lengths—i.e. of their dimensions—and it is therefore of prime
importance that such dimensions shall be very accurately known
and also that these dimensions shall not vary once the capacitor has
been constructed. Owing to the fact that air is the only dielectric
whose permittivity is definitely known and which is free from
absorption and dielectric loss (see Chap. IV), it is always used as
the dielectric in primary standard capacitors. Three types have
been used as primary standards, viz, the concentric-spheres type,
the concentric-cylinders type with "guard rings" (see Chap. IV),
and the parallel-plate type with guard plates. Of these, the last is
perhaps the least satisfactory, as it requires very careful adjustment
if the calculated value of capacitance is to be accurately realized.
The necessity for the, guard rings andthe formulae for the calculation
of the capacitance of these types will be considered in Chapter IV.

The disadvantages of air as a dielectric in such capacitors are as follows—
(a) Its "dielectric strength" (see Chap. IV) is low, which necessitates a

comparatively long gap between plates in order to withstand breakdown of the
air when a voltage is applied.

(b) Its permittivity is low compared with solid dielectrics, which fact,
combined with the long gap referred to above, means that an air capacitor is
very bulky if the capacitance is to be other than very small.

(c) Duet particles, settling in the gap between the plates, cause leakage
troubles unless precautions, such as thorough drying of the air in the capacitor,
are taken to avoid this. The minimum distance between plates to ensure
freedom from dust troubles should be 2 to .3 mm.

(d) Since there is no solid dielectric between the plates to act as a spacer,
the plates must be rigidly fixed in position by supports of some solid dielectric.
Very few of such insulating materials are satisfactory for this purpose, owing
to their tendency to warp and cause displacement of the plates from their
original position. Fused quartz and amberito are used for such purposes.

Absolute standards of capacitance were originally developed in
connection with the measurement of c—the ratio of the electro-
magnetic to the electrostatic C.G.S. unit of quantity—as described
earlier in the chapter. Rosa and Dorsey (Ref. (30) ) have described
fully several types of absolute standards of capacitance constructed
by them for this purpose.

Standard Air Capacitors for High-voltage Testing. The development
of methods of measuring the dielectric loss and power factor of
capacitors at high voltages (see Chap. IV) has led to the construction
of several types of standard air capacitors for use in making such
measurements.

These are either of the parallel plate or concentric- cylinder type,
guard rings being employed in each case in order to shield the cap-
acitor from external electrostatic influences and to render more
definite the effective area of the electrodes, so that the area to be
used in calculating the capacitance from the dimensions shall
be subject to no uncertainty. The air gap betwcen the plates must
be large in order to withstand the applied volta*e and the edges of
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the plates must be rounded in order to avoid brush discharges, which
would produce a loss of power due to ionization of the air at such
edges. For the same reason the surfaces of the plates must be free
from irregularities, which necessitates a very careful grinding of
these surfaces during the construction. Highvoltage capacitors of
the parallel-plate type have been used by various investigators,
including Shanklin (Ref. (31)), who used a high-tension plate
suspended from the ceiling by insulating cord, with two low-tension
plates, one on either aide, the latter being provided with earthed
guard rings. This was used up to 60,000 volts. Rayner, Standring,
Davis, and Bowd-ler (Ref. (32)), at the National Physical Labor-
atory, employed a somewhat similar construction, the high-tension
plate in this case having a rounded edge of 3 in. radius. A full
description of the capacitor is given by them in the paper referred
to. Dunsheath (Ref. (33)) has described a parallel-plate capacitor
used by him for the same purpose.

The concentric- cyl1nd type of capacitor, developed by Petersen

(Ref. 
(34) ), has been more generally adopted, and is more satisfactory

than the parallel-plate type owing to the difficulty of efficiently
screening the latter. Petersen's form consists of a cylindrical low-
tension electrode with a guard cylinder of the same diameter at
each end. This is surrounded by the high-tension cylinder, which is
concentric with the inner one and which projects beyond the endi.
of the low-tension cylinder by a considerable length at each end.
The ends of this high-tension cylinder are bell-shaped. Freedom from
brush discharge is thus obtained, whilst the screening is efficient and
the capacitance of the arrangement is easily calculable, within fairly
narrow limits, from the formula

1001
C = -y microinicrofarads .	 . (2.17)

18

where 1 is the active length in metres of the low-tension electrode, d

being its diameter and D the internal diameter of the outer electrode.
Rayner (Ref. (35) ), Semm (Ref. (36)), Churcher and Dannatt (Refs.

(37) and (50) ), and others have used capacitors of this type. Fig. 2.14
shows the construction of a standard capacitor designed by Churcher
and Dannatt for use at 300 kV (r.m.s.). The electrodes are of
machined cast iron having a specially smooth finish to avoid
surface irregularities which cause premature breakdown of the
capacitor when the voltage is applied. The high-tension cylinder
is suspended inside the low-tension cylinder from separate supports,
and is insulated from the latter by a Micarta tube.

An accuracy of 02 per cent in the calculated capacitance of the
capacitor was aimed at in the design. The average breakdown
voltage is 310 kV (r.m.s.).
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The original paper (Ref. (50) ) should be referred to for details.
Fig. 2.14 is drawn to scale, but much detail is omitted in order to
show the main features more clearly.

Compressed-gas Capacitors. Fig. 2.15 shows the construction of
the compressed-gas capacitor for a maximum working voltage of
250 kV (r.m.s.) made by Associated Electrical Industries. The

ijJ/.TE/ectroa'e
cStipo)

6urd
	

IL.TE/ect,.00'e
Rings	

I	 CStiPc,n)

&s'Irehte

FIG. 2.14. CHURCHER AND DANNATT STANDARD Am CAPACITOR
FOR 300 kV

main features are the high-tension electrode A, consisting of a steel
tube fitting tightly inside a Micarta tube, the latter being long
enough to give the necessary insulation to ground for the working
voltage. Connection from the electrode to the top plate B is made
through a spring contact. The high-tension terminal, with domed
head, is fitted to the centre of a stress distributor C (used for volt-
ages above 150 kV), which is secured to the top plate by small screws.

The low-tension electrode is supported on a central post term-
inating in the cap D, which acts as a guard ring, this being insulated
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Fig. 2.16. A 25V OGD-GU CAPAcn



UNITS, DIMENSIONS, AND STANDARDS 99

from the effective part of the electrode by an insulating collar.
The lead from the electrode, which is screened throughout its length,

- is brought down to a screened terminal box.
The capacitance of the capacitor is 504 qzF, and its 1088 angle is

less than 0'00001 degree. The gas used may be either air or nitrogen
and it must be clean and dry. The working gas oressure is 150 lb
per sq. in. gauge reading.

Secondary Standard Capacitor. Capacitors for use as secondary
standards are calibrated capacitors whose dimensions need not be
accurately known since the magnitude of their capacitance, is not
calculated from their dimensions. It is essential that they shall have
a capacitan

ce which does not vary with time, and therefore care must
be exercised in selecting materials which will not warp and so alter
the dimensions. The plates, also, must be rigidly fixed in position,
and, if possible, there should be no appreciable expansion of them
with moderate increases of temperature. The insulation should be
very efficient and the construction such that leakage is avoided.
Sharp edges must 8180 be avoided in order to eliminate troubles from

i brush discharges within the capacitor. Air is used as the dielectric
in such capacitors, in order that they shall be free from dielectric
losses, and the leads to the terminals are made as short as possible,
to reduce the PR loss to a minimum. A cover, to prevent the
accumulation of dust between the plates, must be provided, and it is
desirable also that the air should be dried before entering the interior,
as moisture is conducive to leakage.

By the use of a number of plates instead of merely two, as in thern
primary standards, much greater capacitances can be obtained
without excessive bulk. Capacitances up to about 002 1zF are
obtainable compared with those of the order of 100 to 200,uuF in

• the case of primary capacitors.
Glazebrook and Muirhead (Ref. (38)) designed a secondary stan-

dard air capacitor for the committee of the British Association in
1890. It consisted of twenty-four concentric brass tubes,the thickness
of whose walls was about h. in. Twelve of these tubes were supported
in a vertical position by a conical brass casting, the outside surface
of which formed a series of twelve steps over which the tubes fitted
and to which they were screwed. This casting, with its tubes
attached, was carried by three ebonite pillars about 3 in. high. The
other twelve tubes were fitted to a similar stepped brass casting,
which wascarried by the outside case so that these tubes hung
downwards in the air spaces between the first twelve cylinders.
The terminal of the insulated cylinders was in the form of a brass
rod passing through a central hole in the upper brass casting, and
insulated from it by an ebonite plug, this rod being screwed into the
bottom brass casting. The internal air was dried by a small dish of
sulphuric acid placed inside the case. The capacitance of this
capacitor was about 0021 gF.
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Gjebe (Ref. (47)) in 1909 described a modified form of the above
capacitor constructed by him, and also a plate type which he found
to be superior to the former and which is shown in Fig. 2.16. It
consists of a large number of thin, circular plates of magnalium—a
magnesium-aluminium alloy—with a space of about 2 mm between
successive plates. In one form there are 71 plates in all-35 con-
nected to one terminal and 36 to the other. Hague* gives a full
description of this capacitor.

Messrs. H. W. Sullivan, Ltd., manufacture a range of standard

S2 rj)j0]j

(From Ateynatjng Current Bridge Method,. Hague)
Pio. 2.16. GIEBE'S PLATE AIR CAPACITOR

air capacitors in which the insulation between the two conducting
systems consists of small pieces of silica-quartz, a material having
very low dielectric loss. Their lcng-period permanence is 1 part
in 20,000 and the temperature coefficient less than 1 part per
100,000 per degree centigrade. This extraordinarily low temperature
coefficient is brought about by a method of compensation described
fully by W. H. F. Griffiths (Ref. (63)). These fixed standards of
capacitance have a special terminal system to eliminate errors of
stray lead capacitance. The two main terminals of the capacitor
remain connected to the testing apparatus, and the exactly stand-
ardized capacitance is inserted by means of a strap (see Fig. 2.17).
Power factors <0 • 0000 j are obtained at 1,000 c/s and maintained

AC. Bridge Method,. 2nd Edition. p. 122.
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up to radio frequencies. The three-terminal types have inter-
terminal electrostatic shielding.

The Capacitance Increment Standard due to W. H. F. Griffiths
(H. W. Sullivan, Ltd.) introduces into a calibrating circuit, by a
rotary motion of a variable air capacitor, four very accurately
known capacitances of, say, 100, 200, 300, and 500 IA aF or 10, 20,
30, and 50 aF. These capacitances are inserted strictly as circuit

(H. Ii . . Sulliran, Ltd.)

Fio. 2.17. SULLIVAZGaIFFJT1IS IIxED AIR CAPACITOR

increments and may thus be used as a very accurate means of
calibrating variable capacitors by either direct or substitution
bridge methods.

Recent improvements in precision variable air capacitors (silica
insulated) have been responsible for stabilities which are now meas-
ured in parts in a million. In the Sullivan and Griffiths instrument
the capacitance accuracy is 1 part in 10, and it is made to be Un-
affected by variable stray electrostatic fields in the vicinity of the
terminals and connecting leads by a special screened lead device.
Power factors of 000001 or less are maintained up to frequencies of
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10 or 106 c,Is, and the temperature coefficient is compensated by
means of a bi-rnetal]jc method also due to W . H. F. Griffiths (Ref.
(63) ). Also due to (rifliths is the recently invented Decade Variable
Air Capacitor Standard which is capable of very great accuracy and
is described oil 	 265.

Laboratory Standards of Capacitance. The secondary standards
described above are unsuitable for general laboratory purposes. As
laboratory standards, capacitors having a solid dielectric instead
of air are used. The dielectrics Used for these purposes are mica and
paraffined paper, the former being the better. Both of these
materials have a permittivity, greater than that of air (mica 3 to 8,
paper 2 (about) ), and therefore give a greater capacitance for a
given size than when air is the dielectric. They have also high
resistivity and dielectric strength, both of which characteristics are
necessary for the purpose for which they are used. W. H. F.
Ci'ifliths (IT. W. Sullivan, Ltd.) has designed fixed-value standardsfrom 001 to 1 . 0 pF and single and multi-decade standards up to
5 ,uF continuously subdivisibl down to I p1eF having a diieet readinq
accuracy of 0-01 per cent. Extraordinarily low power factors of
000005 are obtained oil higher capacitances. Temperature
coefficients as low as 0 .001 per cent per °C are obtained, and the
internal inductance and series resistance are reduced to such low
values that frequency Corrections of both capacitance and power
factor are unnecessary up to quite high frequencies even for an
accuracy of 0 .01 per cent (15 kc/s for 1 ,uF, 200 kcfs for 0-01 1tF).

Paraffined paper capacitors are not so reliable as the Iliica type,
and are not suitable as standards for precision work. They have a
greater dielectric loss (and therefore power factor) than mica cap-
acitors, the power factor as stated by Grover (Ref. (40) ) for a range
of them varying from 00017 to 0017. Grover also found the
frequency variation to be of the order of 4 parts in 1,000 for a
frequency range of 50 to 1,000 c/s. the capacitance decreasing with
increase of frequency. The manufacture of paper and other capacitors
is described by Mansbridge (Ref. (41)).
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CHAPTER lU

CIRCUIT ANALYSIS

IN alternating current circuits generally, and especially in net-
works, the symbolic (j) notation is of great use in simplifying the
calculation of the various quantities involved. For this reason it
will be considered here before proceeding to work in which such
calculations are necessary.

Fig. 3.1 shows a Vector representing (say) a voltage, which, ex-
pressed in the usual trigonometrical notation, is given by

V	 Vm sin (cut + a)

This vector could otherwise be defined by stating its resolved corn-

Fm. 3.1 RECTANGULAR CO-ORDINATES OF A VECTOR

ponents in the horizontal and vertical directions-_i.e along axes
OX and OY Thus

v	 V,, cos a (horizontally) + V,, sin a (vertically)
The commonest of the symbolic methods employs this means of

expression, the horizontal component being written simply as
cos a and the vertical component being distinguished by placing a
letter  in front of it. Thus, symbolically, the vector is expressed as

[VJ= V 	 Cos a+jJ/, sin a_ V 0 [cos a +j sin a]or	 [V]==a+jb

where a and b are its horizontal and vertical components, the brac-
kets [] indicating that the flotation is syrnbolic.*

The fact that, a quantity expressed symbolically may be indicated alan
by a dot placed under the symbol

is
, thus- E, 1, etc.

106
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In the same way, the vectors shown in Fig. 3.2 can be represented
symbolically as

[V1] = a +jb

[ V21= —c +id

[173] = — c —if

[V 4 ] = k—jli

respectively, the directions OX and 0 Y being positive and directions
OX' and OY' negative.

FIG. 3.2 SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATION
	 Fia. 3.3

Actual Value of the Operator "j ". In Fig. 3.3, the vectors OA,

OB, OC, and 01) are all of the same magnitude V. Expressing them
symbolically, we have

OA = V

OB =jV
OC =- V

OD= —jV

From this it appears that the multiplication of a vector V, such an
OA, by j means that it is rotated through 900 in an anti-clockwise
direction. Then, n- .iplying OB byj, we rotate it through another
90° to 00. Thus,

OA x 1 x I = 00

or	 j2V_V

i.e.
j=V
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The operator j is thus an imaginary quantity, and can be treated
as having the value 'V' iiin all calculations in which it occurs.

Addition of Vectors. Vectors are added by adding together their
horizontal and vertical components Separately. Thus the sum of
vectors [V,] = a +jb and [V2] = c +jd is [ J7 11 (a + c) +fib + d) and its phase angle relative to the horizontal axis OX is

Fm. 3.4

tan-' 
(b 'i). 

The actual magnitude of V is

Subtraction of Vectors. If a vector [V1 ] = a + jb is to be sub-
tracted from a vector [V 21 = c + jd, then the resultant is

{V] = I V21_ I V11 = c +jd- (a +jb)
C-a

its actual value being	
+j(d-b)

____________
\/(c_a)2 +(d - b)l

and its phase angle
I .-tan-' I d b

- a

Multiplication of Complex Quantities. The product of two complex
quantities [V1 ] = a +jb and [V2] = c +jd is

fYI = (a +jb) (c +jd) = ac +j (be + ad) +j2bd
= ac - bd + j (be + ad)
= A +iB

where A and B are the horizontal and vertical resolved components
of the product [VI. The numerical value of V is obviovsly \/2+B2.
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As an example, an impedance expressed as Z] = r + jx, when

multiplied by a current [I] = 'h + jI gives a voltage

[V1 = (I + jIg) (r + jx)
=Jhr - !x) + j (Ir + lh)

To find the numerical value of 1',
V2 = (IAr J,x)2 + (I,r + I),x)2

(12 + 1 ,2) (r2 + x2)

Thus V = 01J2 +1-i) (/i2)

and since /Ti1 2 = I, we have

V = I\Ir
- which is, of course, the result which would be obtained by, trigono-

metrical methods. Fig. 3.4 illustrates this example. The triangle
• OAB is the "iedance triangle," giving the symbolic expression
- r jx for the imped.nee. while OC and OD are the current and
• voltage vectors respectively.

Division of a Vector Quantity b y a Complex Quantity. If a vector
quantity a + jb is to be divided by a complex quantity c + jd the

quotient is 
a-

Rationalizing the denominator, we have
- (a+jb) (c - id) - ac + j (bc - ad) -j2bd

I V I - F_+ jd) (c -jd) -	 0 -j2d2
- (ac + bd) +j (be -ad)

c2 + d2
ac+bd. (be -ad)
22 + , 33

=C+jD

where C and D are the resolved parts of the resultant vector.
The numerical value of V is, as before, given by V = v'C' + D.
Other Forms of Representation. EXPONENTIAL F0EM. This is

really an extension of the trigonometrical form of expression. It
was seen that a vector quantity could be expressed in the form

[Vj= V (cos a+j sin a
If the angle a is in radians, sin a and cos a can be expanded

below—
a3 	a6 a7

sina=a - 
+• ET +. -13	 15 

a2	a4 a'
cos a = I - + - + -

12	 14	 16
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.•jvj==

a2 ja 3 	a 4	 .ja 6 a6 j7	 d

F4	 15	 16	 17

Substituting j2 for - 1 ill 	 above we have

[V]= V [i +ia +f +	 +•±
13	 14	 15	 16

+f a7 +i SBaJ
or [V] = Vefrl,

since the series is the expansion of e'°, where e is the base of natural

logarithms. Thus, if a current I is given by where the voltage
VJ	 VeiO and the impedance [Z] = zifi, then

- J7— 0ia

— [Zj - Zei -

This is illustrated iii Fig. 3.5.
POLAR FORM (I). This form of representation, suggested by

Prof. Diamant (Trans. Am. I.E.E.,
Vol. XXXV, p. 957), has not been
very generally applied, but is never-
theless useful in some types of
problems.

In this method, the vector quan-
tity [VJ = V(cosa +j sin a) is ex-
pressed as VJ"', where J represents
all which, when applied
to a vector, rotates it through an

Fio. 3.5. EXPONENTIAL FoRIM	
angle of 900. In this respect it s

OF REPRESENTATION	 similar toj. The index mis the ratio
of the angle which the vector makes

with the horizontal axis to one right angle. Thus, in the vector V

mentioned above, tn = a expressing the angles in circular measure.
If m is positive, the rotation is anti-clockwise, and if negative thu
rotation is clockwise. The three-phase voltage vcetor-sliuvn ill
Fig. 3.14 could be expressed in this form as

[E1 ] = EJ°
[E2 1 = EJ3
[Ba ] =
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Since	 m = a- .. a = in 7F and the vector V can be written
42

[V]= V (cos m +i sin rnj)

V (
	 1.

=	 cos - + j sin -) from De Moivre's Theorem

= V(0+j.lre

= V (j'") = VJ"

Thus j and J have the same meaning.
POLAR FORM (2). Another form of representation which is fairly

frequently used is VLoc meaning that the vector is of length V and
is rotated in an anti-clockwise direction, so that it makes an angle
of a with the horizontal. This form is merely conventional. Using
this mode of expression, the three-phase vectors referred to in the
previous paragraph can be expressed as

[E1] = E/0

[E]=E° orE/v

[E3 1 = El— 1200 or 1/3

The product of two vectors [E1] = E1 fc.t and jjE2 1 = E2/19 may be

expressed as

E = E1E2/c + fi

and the quotient of two such vectors as

E=/a—fi

Application of the Symbolic Method to Alternating Current
Problems. The application of the rectangular form of representa-
tion to problems in a.c. circuits can be illustrated by means of
examples. Severa.l different types of circuits and problems are given
below.

Example 1 (Simple Series Circuit). A sinusoidal voltage of r.m.8. value
100 volts and frequency 50 cycles per second is applied to the circuit shown in
Fig. 3.6. Calculate the current in the circuit and find its phase relative to that
of the applied voltage.
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The impedances in the circuit can be exprussed symbolically as—
Impedance of R 1 = 3

L1 =jcoL1 5 x 314 x 0'0159 5j
R4
L. =jwL1 5 x 314 x 00477 15j

	

1	 jlOi
>< 

wC3l4 x 3181

(NOTE. The negative sign in the capacitor impedance is explained by
considering the current as a horizontal vector, when the voltage drop across
the capacitor will be vertically downwards (since it lags 90 in phase behind

I	 3oh,ns 4ohms '0477h,q.

App//ed
Vol/co v/t,	

R2

Fm. 3.6

the current). Thus, if the current is expressed symbolically as 1, the voltage
drop (given by current x impedance of capacitor) is -5 ,0);C- i.e. the impedance

Coe
The total impedance of the circuit is the sum of these symbolic expressions.

Thus
[Z] 3 + 4 + 55 + 155- lt

= 7 + loj
Then	 Z1=7*+10i149

Z = V149 12•2

and the current is 100 = 822 amp

If the current vector is horizontal, so that
[I] = 822 + j . 0

the voltage is
[V]	 [I][Z] = [8 • 22 ±5. 0][7 + 10j] = 57 . 54 + 82'2j

The voltage thus leads the current by an angle such that tan

It is, of course, the angle of the impedance triangle.

Example 2 (Series-parallel Circuit). A sinusoidal voltage, of r.m.e. value
100 volts and frequency 50 cycles per second, is applied to the circuit shown in
Fig. 3.7. Calculate the current in the main circuit and the currents in the two
branch circuits. Take the voltage vector as horizontal so that [fl 100
+ 5.0.

Impedance of R1 = 8	 1
= jwL1 314 x 004775 = 155 Total impedance

C -	 - - 2'1 —8-55
- we,	 314 X 159 -

INNIS
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Impedance of R, = 10	 1 Total impedance
L jwL, 314 x 00636j = 205J	 = 10 + 205

Impedance of R,. = 7} Total impedance

-J 	 -510' -	 -	 = 7-Cs	 jj	 314x318
10- 205

	

Admittance of branch I 	 j-	 10' + 20'
- 0-02 - 0 .045 (Y1]

1	 7+105

	

Admittance of branch II 	 -	 = 7 +
= 0047 + 00075 = (YI)

10c.4m3' 0636 hg.

8o/'m5 0477hy59

CK:31100 .,o/ts

i	

R3

Fio. 1.7. SERIES-PARALLEL CIRCUIT

Total admittance of the two

	

branches in parallel 	 [1'] + [Y,]	 0-067 + 00275

	

Total impedance of the two 	 I- 0067 - 00275

	

branches in parallel 	 0-067 +0 .0275 - 0-067' + 0•027'
12.8-5-165

Thus the total impedance of the complete circuit is
8-55 + 128 - 5-165	 208 - 10-165

and the current I in the main circuit is given by

100	 100(20-8 + 10.16j)
= 20-8- 10-165	 208' + 1016
= 1 • 88 + 1•9j

Its numerical value is therefore %/388' + 1-9'
= 4-32 amp

and its phase relative to the applied voltage is tan	 leading (since the

imaginary term in the expression for the current is positive).
The voltage drop across the two parallel branches is

(388 + 19j)(128 - 5-16j) = 5946 + 435

5946 + 4-35
Current in branch l	 10+205

(5946±43j)(10-205)	 1-31
-

 229
10'+20' 

5—(T.57oo)
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Its numerical value is	 1.372 + 2.292 = 267 amp and it lags behind the

applied voltage V by an angle tan-'

6946 + 4'3j
Current in branch II

(59'46 + 43j)(7 + 1Q•i) - 251	 4272+102	 -	 + .7

Its numerical value is /251' + 4.2 2 = 488 amp and it leads the applied

voltage by a phase angle tan-'

Adding the two branch currents gives 388 + 1'9j which is the original
expression for the current in the main circuit.

Application of Symbolic Method to a Network Problem. Fig. 3.8
shows Wien's arrangement of Maxwell's method of comparing a self-

inductance with a capacitance by means
of a bridge network. V.G. is a vibration
galvanometer used as a detector for fre-
quencies within the commercial range.

The conditions for balance with this

_ IT	 IF

IV network are that

R,R4 = R2R3 =
as can be seen from the following.

At balance, when no current flows
through the galvanometer circuit,

z1- z2
za -

where Z1 , Z2, Z3, and Z. are the impedances of branches I, II, III,
and IV respectively.

[Z1]= R, +joiL
{Z2 1 = R2
[Z3] = B3

Total admittance of branch IV is

WC

+= --wCR4	 j2	 +jB4
Total impedance of branch IV is

1	 B4	 -
[Z4]

1+jwCB4
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• B1 + jwL =	 14	 - t'1 + jaCR4)
14	 /B4	 \R4

1 + jwCR4)
Cross-multiplying.

R 1 R4 + jcoLR4 = 141 3 + jR2RcuCR4

Equating real and imaginary terms, we have
R1R4 = 1414

and	 jwLR4 = jR2RjoCR4
from which	 L = B2R3C

Thus	 R1R4 = 1414 =	 .	 .	 .	 . (3.1)

The symbolic method can be used, also, to calculate the current
in the galvanometer circuit when the bridge network is out
of balance. In Fig. 3.9 the
network is represented simply
by impedances, and the cyclic Mesh	 Mesh

currents (used by Maxwell to
simplify network calculations)
X, X + Y, and A, are assumed	

Z2	 Z4	 Mesb
to flow in the three meshes as
shown.

Z5 is the impedance of the
galvanometer circuit, Z. that
of the alternator branch, and V	 V ---H

the alternator voltage.	 FiG. 3.9

Then the current in the gal-
vanometer circuit is (X + Y - X) = Y. Using Kirchhoff's second
law—that the algebraic sum of the potential differences in any closed
circuit is zero— we have
Mesh I.

Z1X + Z 5 (- Y) + Z2(X - A) =
or	 X(Z1 + Z2) - Z5 Y - Z2A	 =0

Mesh 11.
Z3(X + Y)+ Z4(X + Y-A)±Z2Y=O

or	 X(Z3+Z4)+Y(Z3+Z4+Z6)- AZ, =0

Mash III.
Z2(A - X) + Z4(A - X - Y) + Z6 A = V

or	 _X(Z2+Z4)-YZ4+A(Z2+Z4+Z4)= V

Thus the three equations, from which Y is to be obtained, are

	

X(Z1 + Z2) - YZ5 - AZ, -0	 = 0	 (i)

	

X(Z3 + Z4) + Y(Z3 + Z4 + Z5) - AZ, -0 = 0	 • (ii)
-X(Z2+Z4)--YZ+A(Z1+Z4+Z.)-V=0
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expressing the equations in the form most suited to their solution by
the method of determinants. Then, from the algebraic theory of
determinants, we have

Y

zJ+ z2	 _-z2	 o
— z4 	 o

-(Z2 +Z) z2+z4+z6 —v

	

zI+ z2	 —z5	 — z

	

z8+ z4	 z3+7-4+z5	 —z4

	

-(Z2 +Z 4 )	 -Z4	 Z2±Z4-j-Z

or, expressing the determinants by A,, and A respectively, we have
Y	 1- so that Y =

V(Z1Z4- Z2Z3)
=

	

z1+z2	 -z2	 -z2

	

z3+ z4	 z3+z4+z5	 —z4

	

-(Z2 ±Z4 )	 -Z4	 Z2+Z+Z6

which is the expression for the galvanometer current. The numerical
value of this current can be obtained, in any particular case, by
substituting in the above equation the symbolic expressions for the
impedances of the various branches.

M
I

Fio. 3.10.

The Sign of Mutual Inductance. The introduction of a mutual
inductance into a network may cause a phase reversal depending
upon the winding directions. It is helpful in many network problems
to understand what is meant by the sign of mutual inductance.

Fig. 3.10 shows two windings having self-inductances L 1 and L2
and a mutual inductance M between them. If the windings are
connected togeth'ei so that the same current passing through both
windings gives a flux in the same direction, then the total self-
inductance of the two windings in series is L 1 + L2 + 2M (see
also p. 182). The mutual , inductance between the windings is then
positive in sign. Reversal of the direction of one inding gives
opposing flux directions; the overall self-inductance is then
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L1 + L2 - 2M and the mutual inductance is negative in sign. The
directions of current are fixed. Fig. 3.11 shows the conventional
current directions when the two windings in Fig. 3.10 are separated,
and Fig. 3.12 shows the more usual convention in which the windings
are presumed to circulate common flux in the same direction for the
positive connection.

The self- and mutually-induced voltages are conventionally
assumed to act in the same direction as the current flow but having

;-r1 ;- 4 2 i;
Fin. 3.11.

/
L,R7-- -L2R2

FIG. 3.12.

negative sign. Hence, for the network shown in Fig. 3.12, if M i
positive the network equations are

E + E1 + E = R111

or	 E - jwLI j - jwMI2 = J4I
and	 '2 + En = 12R2 + 12Z

or	 —jwLI2 —jwMI 1 = 12 R2 + 12Z

A negative connection of M simply necessitates a change in sign of
the terms in M.

The adoption of this convention is not of great importance in
networks containing a single mutual inductance, because it usually
becomes quite apparent during the course of analysis if an error has
been made in the sign. It is essential, however, to adhere to a
convention in the solution of networks containing a number of
mutual inductances.

Network Containing a Mutual Inductance. Fig. 3.13 shows the
connections of Heavisidc's mutual inductance bridge for the de-
termination of a self-inductance in terms of a mutual inductance.
R1 , 14. 14, and 14 are non-inductive resistances, while L 1 and L. are
self-inductances, there being, in addition, mutual inductance M
between the alternator circuit and branch IV. The inductance L2
forms the secondary of this mutual inductance.
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The treatment of a problem when mutual inductance is present is
somewhat different from that used in the previous bridge network.

Since, at balance, the voltage across the detector branch is zero,
the voltage drops across branches I and IV are equal. Thus

'(R1 + jwL1 ) = (B4 + jwL2)i + jwMi .	 . (i

The mutual inductance term jcoMi represents the voltage induced
in arm IV by a current of i in the alternator branch. The conven-
tion is employed that this voltage is in the opposite direction to the
current i, i.e. in the same direction as the current i.

Fia. 3.13. HEAVISIDE BRIDGE

We have also that

and, since no current flows in the detector branch, the current in
arm II is also i' and in arm III is i". Thus

R2i' =
Substituting for i in equation (i),

i'(R1 + jvL1 ) = (B4 + j(,IL2)i" + jwM(i' + 1")
or	 i'(B1 + j(oL1 -jcoM) = (B4 + jwL2 + j(0M)i"

Substituting	 i' for 1",

i'(B1 + jwL1 -jc)M) = (B4 + jwL2 + jwM) ! i'

B1 +jwL1-jo-M = R4R2 +jwL2 R2 +jwM

Equating real and imaginary terms we have

B1 =	 or RR3 = R2R1 .	 .	 . (3.2)
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Also
2

jaL1 -jwM = wL2 -
R

- + jwM
-"8	 R3

from which
R3(L1 - M) = R2 (L2 + M) .	 .	 . (3.3)

Application of the Symbolic Method to Polyphase Circuit Calcula-
tions. The full consideration of such problems is both outside the
scope of this work and too lengthy for inclusion here, but the
application of the symbolic notation to one three-phase circuit
problem will be considered.

E..

FIG. 3.14. THREE-FRASE VOLTAGE VECTORS

Fig. 3.1.4 shows a balanced system of three-phase voltages E1 , E21
and B3. When in the phase positions shown, these can be expressed
symbolically as

[E1 ] = [B +jO]
[B2]= [- B cos 600 + jE sin 60°]

= B [-0 .5 + 0.866j]

[B3] = [- B cos 60° -jE sin 60°]
= B [-05 - 0.866j]

The symbolic sum of the voltages is, of course, zero.
Fig. 3.15 shows a three-phase network with alternator phase volt-

ages B1 , E2 , and E3 , having positive directions as shown. '1' 12, and
13 represent the phase (and line) currents, and z1 , z2 , and z3 the line
impedances. P, Q, and S are the mesh currents, and Z11 Z21 Z3 are
the phase impedances, including the impedances of both alternator
and load phases and the line impedances.

Then, whether the system is balanced or not, the followif.g
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Alternator	 ZI	 Load

E2p

I fl-f13 	 Z3 Q
)'	 ww	 -,

Fm. 3.15. THREE-PHAS CIRCuIT

equations hold, all the quantities being expressed in symbolic
notation.
Mesh P.

E1-Z1(P-S)-Z2(P-Q)-E2 = 0
Mesh Q.

E2-Z3(Q-P)-Z3(Q-S)-E3= 0
Mesh S.

Es - Z3(S - Q) - Z1 (S - P) - E1 = 0
Substituting line currents for mesh currents, we have

- Z111 + Z212 - E2 = 0
- Z212 + Z313 - E3 = 0
- Z31 3 + Z111 - E = 0

or	 E1-E3 = Z111-Z21,
7; T 	 m	 P7 7	 17 1 -

- -3	 2	 3
- B1 = Z3 13 - Z111

Eliminating 12 and 1, by the use of the relationship J + 1 2 + 13 = 03
we have

	E1 -E2 E1-E 	
(	 Z1 Z1

- I	 +Z+z3

•	 -	 E1-E3	 E3-E3
1 (J11) + (111 )

 TI	 22
-	 E1-E2	 E1- E3	

3

	

Z1 + Z2+-	 Z1--Z±-3--3
3	 a

Expressions can be found for 12 and I. in the same way.
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\40

Fir

(I)	
a-

-Ii I2O°
/440F,, -440

	

F12 -44V ^aft	

ds	 Ifg.2, (6)
- 1 L,59 .

-	 I 1J77	 6ohm,

(a)
Fio. 3.16. Tusu-pujsz 8,*a .00wiracrzo LOAD Csacuiv

Example. The three-phase star-connected load shown in Fig. 3.16(a) is Con-
nected to a three-phase system having a line voltage of 440 volts. Assuming
the line voltages to be unaffected by)Aie unbalanced load, calculate the current
flowing in the branch containing the capacitor. The supply frequency is 50
cycles per eec.

Fig. 3.16 (5) shows the phase relatiboships of the three line voltages.
Then Zn =B,- RvX= =X2 - E3. E2j =E2 - Bj

whore E1, H,, and E. are the phase volteges of the supply as used in the ex.
preesion for I in the above paragraph.

From the figure,
(E1 = 440 +5. 0
[E14400060° -j.44Osin 60°

= - 440 (05 + 0-8065)
[H,1] - 440 cos 60' + 5 . 440 sin 60°

-440 (0.5 - 0•866j)

The impedances of the m ed branches are
- 510'	

--[H,) = 5

	

314 x 318 	 5- 10j

(Z,	 6 + 314 x 0-01595 = 6 + 5j
EZ,)=3+3l4xO-04771=3+ 155

Then [1,]
Z. + +	

+ 
zl+ H, +

440

	

5- +fi+	
(5-10j) (6 + 65)

3 + 155
440 (0-5 - 0-866j)

+
5-101+3+ l55+(6)(3+ 1Sf)

6 + 5J
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-	 440	 + 440 (0. 5- 0.866)
- 9-78 - 10•57j	 28 - 4 . ij

440 0069 + 0.023j]
30•4 + 10.lj

Thus the numerical value of I, is /304' -+10-1 1  = 32I amp and it leads

E1 , by apha8e angle tan-'

The application of the symbolic method to alternating current
bridge networks is fully dealt with by Hague (Ref. (1) ), and the
application to general three-phase networks is given by Dover
(Ref. (2) ). As the matter in this chapter is necessarily brief, these
works should be consulted by readers desiring fuller information
on the subject.

Symmetrical Components. The method of calculation referred to
as that of "Symmetrical Components" involves, and is an exten-
sion of, the symbolic methods already described. It is especially
applicable to the solution of problems in connection with unbalanced
polyphase networks, and simplifies the, calculation when it would
be very difficult, if not impossible, by other methods. The most
usual polyphase system is, of course, the three-phase, and the
symmetrical components method will be discussed here with
reference to such a system.

The method, which was largely developed by C. L. ForteBcue
(Ref. (8) ), involves the analysis of an unbalanced system of three-
phase vectors into three systems which are each balanced but
which have different phase sequences. These are referred to as the
positive -sequence, negative-sequence, and zero-sequence systems respect-
ively and constitute the symmetrical components of the three
original unbalanced vectors. In other words, each of these vectors
is split up into three components, each of which forms part of a
balanced system.

Fig. 3.17 shows positive-, negative-, and zero-sequence systems
of vectors in diagrams (i). (ii), and (iii). It must be clearly under.
stood that all vectors are assumed to rotate in an anti-clockwise
direction in accordance with the standard convention. The sequence
is determined, not by any differences in direction of rotation, but by
the order in which the vectors pass any fixed position. Thus, in
the positive sequence this order is a, b, c, whereas in the negative
sequence it is a, c, b. The three zero-sequence vectors are in phase
with one another so that they pass any fixed position together.
All three systems of vectors are balanced, so that E 1 , Eb, and E,
are all equal in magnitude as are E, Eb2 and E, and E, E,0, Ec,.*

In diagram (iv) of Fig. 3.17 the three vectors E, E, and Ii of
diagrams (i), (ii), and (iii) are added vectorially to give vector Ea,

* The notation used here is that commonly adopted in published work on
the subject of symmetrical components.
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as are Eia, Ee, Ebo and E11, E 2 , E to give E1 and R. respectively.
It will be noticed that the result is an unbalanced system of vectors
E, Es,, and E1. Conversely, the unbalanced system E',, Eb, and E can
be split up into, or replaced by, the three balanced systems shown in
diagrams (i), (ii), and (iii, these three diagrams being supposed to

Fio. 3.17 8YMErIucAi. COMPONENTS

correspond to the same instant of time, so that they may be
superposed in one diagram to show the correct phase relationships
between the nine vectors.

We must now consider the mathematical treatment of sym-
metrical components. For this purpose we introduce a vector or
operator a which is comparable with the operator j already used,
except that the multiplication of a vector by a rotates it through
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jO8661'

JO-8661
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an angle of 1200 in an anti-clockwise direction instead of by 90 as
does multiplication by j. Referring to Fig. 3.18, OP represents a

vector V (or V + j 0), while OP, is the vector aV and OP5 the
vector a2 V.

Obviously
0P1 = aV--05V+j.0866V

= (-05 +j.0866)V
and	 OP, = a2 V = - 0517 -j 0866V

= (- 05 - j 0866)V
so that a = - 0'5 + j 0866
and	 a2 = - 05 -j 0866

Again, if we multiply vector OP2 by a we rotate it a further 120
to OP, so that

a3 V = OP = V or a3 = 1*

Summarizing, we have, therefore,
a = - 05 +j 0866

a2 = - 05-j 0866
a3 = 1
a4 =a3 a=-05+jO866
and so on.

It is important to note, also, that
1 + a + a2 = 1 - 05 + j 0866 - 05 -j 0866 = 0

Adopting the exponential notation of page 110, a is the unit vector
or so that any vector Me 50, when muftipliod by a. becomes
Me . O * 1200). The vector OP may be written in this notation as Ve'°, OP as
170 120 , and OP, as Vo°.

* 1, a and a' are the cube roots of unity.
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Using the operator a in relation to the symmetrical components
)f Fig. 3.17 we have, for example, E 1 = aE 1 and E = a2 E,
so that we obtain the following equations-

Eai = E1 I Positive-sequenceB81 = a2E0,

= a E01
= Baa I Negative-sequenceF8, = a Ba2
= a2 14
	 system

Ba0 = E80 = Ece Zero-sequence
system

Hence the three unbalanced vectors E, ED, and F4 may be ex-
pressed by the symbolic expressions

Ea=Eao+Eai+14=Eao+Eai+Ea2
Eb = B80 + E81 + E = Eao + a2E01 + aE,,
B, 14 + B41 ± E = E.0 + aE01 + aEat

The symmetrical components F00 , E01 , and F02 may be derived, in
terms of the three unbalanced vectors F0 , F3 , and F,, from these
equations as shown below.

Positive-sequence Components. Utilizing the values obtained in
equations (1), (ii), and (iii) we have, for the sum of E0 , aE3 , and a2E,,

E. + aE3 + a2E, = E.0 (1 + a + a2)
+ E,,, (1 + all + a3) + E,2 (1 + a2 + a')

= 3E,,	 since 0 a, as	 1
and 1 + a + as 0

E. + aE8 + a2E,Hence	
=	 3

Negative-sequence Components. Again, from (i), (ii) and (iii),
E. + a2E3 + aE, = E.0 (1 + a + a2)

+ B,1 (1 + a' + a2)

+ E.2 (1 + as + a3)
3E,

Hence	 E.2 = E. + a2E3 + aE,

Zero -seq'eence Components. Adding (i), (ii) and (iii) we have
E. + 14 + E. = 3E, ± B,, (1 -f• a2 + a)

314	
+ £02 (1 + a + a2)
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Hence

EaO = Ebe = E0 =

The zero-sequence components are thus each equal to one-third of the
vector sum of the three unbalanced vectors.

These statements and equations may, from the use of the symbol
E throughout, be taken to apply to voltage vectors, but they apply
in exactly the same way to current or impedance vectors.

From the above, two important facts are immediately apparent.
First, if a system is balanced, the zero-sequence and negative-
sequence components are both zero, since we may write E, = a2E0

and E = aE0 . from which

+ a 2E + aE E (1+ a + a2) _
3	 -	 3

E	 E+a4E0+a2EE(l+a+a2)_0
3	 3

The positive-sequence components are then equal to the balanced
vectors themselves, since

E E0+aE+a3E 3E6 E
3	 = 3

Again, although three vectors may not constitute a balanced
system, yet if their resultant is zero (i.e. if the vector sum E + Eb
± E is zero) the zero-sequence components must be zero since
E 50 = (E0 + Ea, + E)13 = 0. It follows, therefore, that in a mesh-
connected system there are no zero-sequence components of voltage,
and in a star-connected three-wire system with an insulated neutral
point there are no zero-sequence components of current.

It must be realized that in the few pages of space here available
no more than a brief introduction to the method of symmetrical
components can be given. For fuller treatment, including the
application of the method to the calculation of networks upon
which there are faults, for which purpose it is particularly suited,
the reader should refer to the works mentioned at the end of the
chapter.

Before concluding, however, the application of the method will
be ifiustrated by an alternative solution of the problem given on
page 121.

Example. Let E,,, Eb, and E be the voltages, line to neutral, applied to
the impedances 1, 2, and 3 in Fig. 3.16 (a).

Then
(5— 10j) I, = (5— 10j)[I,+ 1 + .t,I

= (6 + 5j)I = (6 + 51)(I6o+ Ill + 'flI
!i=(3+ 15j)I, =(3+ 155)[I,,,+I,,+I,,]
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where 1,, 1,, and 13 are the three line currents, expressed in symbolic notation,
and jo i, I,, etc., their symmetrical components. Since there is no fourth
wire the zero-sequence components i,. 'bO and i are zero, so that we have

E. = (5— 105) [1. 1 + I tI	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 , (x)

	

(6 + 55) [' + '28] = (6 + 5j) [a1n + ai d2] .	 .	 . ( y)
E. = (3 + 15j) [i + 1,1 = (3 + 15j) [al 81 + a2182] .	 .	 . (z)

Now, from the vector diagram of Fig. 3.16 (b),
E. -	 = 440; E5 -	 = a3 . 440; E0 - E. = a .440

From (x) and (s), by subtraction, giving a and a 3 their known values,
E. - E,	 I [366— 2-35] + 1 [1234— 12 . 75]	 440

Again, from (y) and (z),
- E. = J [15 . 84— 2 .85] + I .,' —  18-84 + 12-851

= a1 .440 = - 220— 381j

And, from (z) and (x),
-	 =	 [- 195 + 5 . 15] + I [65 - G'lj]

= a. 440 = — 220 + 3815

Only the first two of these equations are needed to evaluate i 3 and 1,.
First eliminating l,, by multiplying the first equation by [1584 - 2 . 85] and
the second by [366 - 2-35] and subtracting, we have for l3

= 126 + 18'8j

d I - 440— [12 . 34— 12-7j]1.2-- 178 85an	 3.662'3j	 --	 .7

Then
Il = 1 + i, = 304 + 10.11

which is the same result .as previously obtained on page 121.

We may proceed to find 1, and 1 as follows—
I, = a'1a3 + ai

= - 3886 - 9-555
4 = a41 + a'42

= 846 — 0•555

Graphical methods of determining the symmetrical components
of three unbalanced voltages or currents are discussed fully in
Chapter XIII of the book by Wagner and Evans mentioned in Ref.
(7). The measurement of such quantities is also dealt with in
Chapter XIV of the same book. Specially constructed meters for the
analysis of unbalanced voltages and currents into their symmetrical
components are described in a paper by T. A. Rich (Ref. (11) ).

Some Important Network Theorems
Although it is possible to solve the majority of linear network

problems with the aid of Kirchhoff's laws, in many cases the working
can be simplified by the use of certain network theorems which will
now be stated.
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The Superposition Theorem. The resultant current in any element of
a linear network, due to the sitindtaneous action of a number of
generators, may be found by considering one genera/br at a time and
adding the currents due to the indiñdual generators.

The application of the theorem may best be illustrated by means
of an example. The circuit shown in Fig. 3.19 (a) consists of two
alternators in parallel supplying current to a load impedance Z.
The alternators have open-circuit e.m.f.s. E1 and E. and internal
impedances Z 1 and Z2 respectively. This circuit is resolved into the
two circuits in Figs. 3.19 (b) and (c).

Fig. 3.19 (b) shows the circuit with the generator E2 removed and

2	 Z2	 I,	 , 

	

¶	 .2'

f(	 E2T	
-	 fEz

	

(a)	 (b)	 (c)

Fia. 3.19. APPLICATION OF THE SurEitposI'rroN ThEOREM

replaced by a passive Z. equal to its internal impedance; the partial
load current in this case is

E 	
— E

- z ____ z + z; -
	 4Z1Z2 +

I + + 2

In Fig. 3.19 (c), E1 is removed and replaced by a passive impedance
Z 1 equal to its internal impedance, and the partial load current is

I — E	 zl
- 2.zzl+z1z2±zz2

Applying the Superposition Theorem, the load current i is -given
by

i—i,	 E1Z2+E2Z1
- + ,, _zzl+z1z2+zz2

The current contributed by each generator can be found in a
similar manner.

This theorem can be verified, in general terms, by taking a
network having a number of meshes and generators, and deriving,
by means of Kirclihoff's laws, an expression for the current in one
mesh: the theory of determinants may usefully be employed for
this purpose. It will be found that the current I. is expressed in the
form

1. = k 1E1 + k2E2 + k3E3 + . . . kE
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where E, E21 etc., are the generator voltages, and k1,k2 , etc., are
constant coefficients expressed in terms of the network impedances.
It is clear from the form of this result that each generator makes an

independent contribution to the current I,.
Thevenin's Theorem. This is a very useful theorem which often

simplifies calculations when it is required to find the current in one
branch of a network. It is really an extension of the Superposition
Theorem.

The current flowing through an impedance, when this is connected
across any two points A and B of an active network, is found by dividing
the voltage appearing across the two, points before the impedanceis

inserted by the sum of this impedance and the impedance of the network as
seen from the points A and B. In determining the network impedance all

 
E

[E: ,1]zNetwor k
Imp 9^^_

Fic. 3.20. ILLUSTRATINO THEVENIN'S THEOREM

the voltage sources must be replaced by passive impedances equal to

their internal impedances.
Referring to Fig. 3.20, the current in the branch Z, when connected

across A and B, is given by—f----- , where E is the open-circuit
X1 + z

potential difference appearing across A and B when Z is removed,
and Z1 is the internal impedance of the active network, measured

between A and B.
A number of different rigorous proofs have been developed for

this theorem but it can be simply justified in the following manner.
Suppose a generator of zero internal impedance and c.m.f. E, equal
but opposite in sign to that appearing across AB, is introduced
into Z, and this branch is then closed across AB; then no current

will flow in Z. Now, if the generator in .Z is removed, it follows from
the Superposition Theorem that the change of current in Z is

and this is the actual current in Z when closed on A B.

'The Star–Delta Transformation. This transformation can be used

to simplify complicated networks. It is of considerable value in the

solution of some bridge networks and examples of its use will be found
in subsequent chapters.

Consider the delta and star arrangement of impedances shown
in Fig. 3.21. If the two circuits are to be equivalent, then the
impedance between corresponding terminals must be the same in both

cases.
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The impedance between terminals A and B in the delta networkIs

ZAB = Z1(Z2+Z3)
Z1 + Z2 +Z3

and in the star network,

= Z. + Zb

Similar expressions may be derived for the other pairs of terminals
giving the following equations for equivalence—

Terminals AB	 Z + Zb	 (i)

Fla. 3.21. SPAR—DELTA TRANSFORMATION

Terminals Be	 Z1. z = Z2(Z1 + Z3)
(ii)Z1+Z2+Zs

Terminals CA	 Z + Z.
= Z3(Z1 + Z2)	

(iii)
21 + Z2 + Z3

Subtract (ii) from (i), obtaining

Z —z	 Z3(Z1—Z2)
a	 cz+z±__	 .(iv)

Add (iii) to (iv) and we obtain the result

za	 Z1Z3
z + z2 + z3

By symmetry,
Z1Z2	 Z2Z3=	 and Z 

=
The inverse transformation may be deduced from these results as

follows—

Z1 + Z2 + Z3 =	 Z = ziza 	
Zb	 Z0
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from which

Zl_
yJzg' z

Now	
-	 z1z3	 -

_-_

ZbZb+	 +	 ± Zb Z1 -4- Z,,Z,,

Stop System of Impedances	 £qufvo/v7t Pair-connected $trn

Fl(;. 3.22. GENERAL STAR—MESH TRANSFORM A1'ION

Hence	 Zj 
= z Zb—l-- ZbZC_±-.

zc

Z,,Zb + ZbZ + Z,.Z,.
Similarly Z2

and	 Z, =	 ±_ bZc + z,,zo
 ZA

The General Star-Mesh Transformation. The star-delta trans-
formation is a particular case of a more general transformation
(Rosen's Theorem) which enables a star of impedances having n arms

to be converted to a pair-connected system having 
n(n 1) arms.

Consider the star of n impedances shown in Fig. 3.22. Let
5N be the potentials of the points A, B, C.....

N. Let e 0 be the potential of the star point 0. For an equivalent
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pair-connected system the Currents entering the network at A, Ii,
C, etc., must be the same in both systems.

In the star network

'A
	- - e0 . - -

A	 ZA ' B	 ZB	 ZN

and	 A+J3+C. .

•	

ç•__

eNeO =0i.e.	
•	 N

N	 N
or	 eNeo

A N

N

from which e. = N

Now,	 -

and; substituting for e.,

N
eN

- A	 A N
A—rN 1YA

A N

1or iA	
[eA	 e	 e	 e0	 eNl

ZA 
N 1 L Z N ZA Z	 Z0
A N

which simplifies to

1	 [e - € J3	 eA - €C • 
+	

- e 1
ZA

A

	

	
Zc	 ZN j

A N

or

= eA - e0 +
	

- e0	
• 
+ eA - eNA	 Ni	 N1	 N

ZA ZB	ZAZc	 ZAZN.IZN	 AZN
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It is apparent that
CA	 813

-	 N 1
ZAZB

A N

is the current which would flow in an impedance
N1

ZAZB
A N

placed between A and B, and

eA - e N -
N 1

ZAZN
A N

is the current in an impedance
N1

ZAZN
A N

between A and N.
Thus the equivalent pair-connected system is obtained by taking

two terminals at a time and placing between them an impedance of
the form

The pair-connected system is constructed by starting with
terminal A and joining it to every other terminal with the appropriate
impedance, then repeating the procedure from terminal B with
impedances of the form

N1
ZBZN

A N

and so on until every pair is connected.
This theorem is of considerable assistance in the stud y of earth-

capacitance effects in ac. bridges. See also Ref. (1).
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CHAPTER IV

CAPACITORS, CAPACITANCE, AND DIELECTRICS

General Considerations. In Chapter I capacitance was defined with
reference to a number of condtctors having different charges and
being at different potentials. Self- and earth-capacitances were also
discussed. Before proceeding to develop formulae for the capacit-
ances of various common arrangements of conductors encountered
in practice it may be well to give these matters a little further
consideration.

Fig. 4.1 shows a general system of conductors in air, rituated at
various distances from earth and from one another. If all these

8C

11111

Earth
Fm. 4.1. SYSTEM OF CHARGED CONDUCTORS NEAR TO

EARTH

conductors are at the same potential above earth, varying quantities
of electric flux will pass from them to earth, these fluxes depending,
in each case, upon the size and shape of theconductor, and upon
its position relative to earth—i.e. upon the "earth capacitance" of
each conductor. No flux will pass from one conductor to another,
since they are all at the same potential above earth. The quantities
of positive electricity existing upon the various conductors will be
different, since their earth capacitances are different and their
potentials the same.

Suppose tho capacitances of the various conductors to earth are
given byG, GB , C, etc. Suppose now that the conductors are
charged to different potentials V5, V, etc., above earth. In this
case, not only will some flux pass from each conductor to earth, but,
in addition, flux will pass between any one conductor and each of

135
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the others in the system Each of these inter-conductor fluxes will
be proportional to the difference of potential of the conductors
between which it exists, and its direction will, of course, depend upon
which of the two conductors concerned is at the higher potential.
If conductor A is at a higher potential than any of the other con-
ductors, fluxes will flow from it, which may be represented by

and so on, the second suffix letter indicating, in each case,
the conductor to which the particular flux radiated from A flows.
If B is at the second highest potential, the fluxes radiating from it
are - 'BD, etc., and for conductor C, - - etc.,
assuming it to be the third highest in potential. As stated above
there will be, in each case, an earth flux which may be represented
by VA, it's, v'. etc.

It may be supposed that a portion of the total charge of each
conductor is associated with each of the fluxes radiating from that
conductor. These portions of charge will, of course, be proportional
to the corresponding fluxes, and therefore will be proportional to
the differences in potential between the pairs of conductors. Repre-
senting these portions of charge, in the case of A by QAB. Q,
etc., and in the case of B by QUA, Q5, Q5, etc., and so on, we have for
the total charges on the various conductors

QA = CA VA + CAB(VA - V5 ) + CAC (VA - VC) + CAD(VA VD ) + -

C. V -4- CA B(VB - VA) + C1(" - V) + C1,(V5 - VD ) +
QC = CT' + C,,.(Vc - VA ) + C1(1 - V 5) -4 CCD ( V - V) +

(4.1)

Thus, if there are n capacitors, each one has n component capa-
citances, including its earth capacitance.

In most cases in practice we areconcerned with two (or it may be
three or four) conductors, which are so near together. compared
with their distances from other conductors and from earth, that the
capacitances due to the latter can be neglected. Thus, in the case of a
capacitor having two plates, A and B, near together, it is only the
capacitance 0AB which is considered, and this is spoken of as the
capacitance of the capacitor. In the cases considered in the following
pages, earth capacitances, and inter-capacitances with conductors
other than those forming the arrangement under consideration, will
be neglected unless otherwise stated. The earth capacitance, and
inter-capacitance with other conductors, may, however, be of con-
siderable importance if the capacitor is of small capacitance and large
dimensions. In the case of capacitors of capacitance -& microfarad
and over, earth capacitances are usually negligible.

Capacitance of Various Systems of Conductors. 1. CAPACITANCE OF
AN ISOLATED SPHERICAL ('olcDucToR. Suppose the spherical con-
ductor to be perfectly insulated and at an infinite distance from all
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other conductors. Let its radius be 1? metres and let the medium
surrounding it have permittivity e, where e = s. cois the per-

,mittivity of a vacuum, and s, the relative permittivity of the
surrounding medium. For air, e = 1.

If a charge of Q coulombs be given to the sphere, the electric field
strength at any point outside it is the same as it would be if the
charge were concentrated at the centre of the sphere. Thus, the
field strength at any point P, distant x metres from the centre of
the sphere, is, from Equation (1.2),

4irex2
and the potential of the sphere is given by

-	 47rex2 ' - 47rR
B

The capacitance of the - 
4rR -
Q - 4	 (4.R	 2

isolated sphere	 - Q/ 
If the sphere is in air, its capacitance is

B
C	 farads

2. CAPACITANCE OF A SPHERICAL CONDUCTOR INSIDE A CON-
CENTRIC Houow CONDUCTING SPHERE. Let the radii of the inner
and outer sphei'es be R1 and R2 metres respectively, the latter being
the radius of the inner spherical surface of the outer sphere. Let
e be the permittivity of the medium between them.

If a charge of + Q coulombs be given to the inner sphere a charge
of - Q coulombs will be induced on the inner surface of the outer
sphere. Since, as shown in Chapter I, the field strength at any point
inside a hollow charged conductor is zero, the field strength at any
point between the two spheres will be that due to the inner sphere
only. Taking any point P, distant x metres from the centre of the
inner sphere, and, as before, considering the charge on this sphere to
be concentrated at its centre, we have, for the field strength at P,

- 4mx2

The potential difierenc' etween the -spheres is given by

f
Q [Q1V=  1—dx=

Qf1	 1
4irR1 R2
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Hence, the capacitance of the arrangement is

C Q	 Q	 4ITER1R2
- V - Q / 1	 1 - R2 - R1	

(4.3)

RI R2/

3. CAPACITANCE BETWEEN Two SPHERES AT A RELATIVELY
GREAT DISTANCE APART. In this case each sphere will have its own
self-capacitance, and also a mutual capacitance with the other
sphere. Suppose that the two spheres have equal and opposite
charges, and are at a relatively great distance apart, and infinitely
distant from all other bodies.*

Under these conditions, if the charges upon spheres A and B are
+ Q and - Q coulombs, and their potentials V1 and V2 , then the
capacitance between the spheres is

C—
V1 - V.

A	 B

FIG. 4.2. Two CHARGED SPHERES

Let the spheres have radii B1 and B2 metres respectively, and let
their distance apart be D metres in air (see Fig. 4.2). Then the poten-
tial at the centre °A of sphere A due to its own charge is 

A
1the second sphere is distant from sphere A, the potential at °A due

to the charge on B is - Q
41rE0D

1 [Q	 Q

By similar reasoning,

Q Q
2 - 4rE [	

±

* The capacitance of a system of two charged spheres in the general ee
has been fully investigated by Russell (Ref. (12)).
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Thus the capacitance between the spheres
47re0Q 	4o

— V1 -V5 Q QQ Q\ 1 2 -T
R1D 

f- 
R2 + D) R1bt

41TE0RRD
or

If the medium is not air but has a permittivity e, then
4reR1R2D

C = D(R1 + B2 ) - 2R 1 R2 	. 	
(4.4)

If the spheres are equal,
C— 4ireRD

- 2(D-R)

where R is the common radius.

Russell (loc. cit.) gives the capacitance of the two spheres in parallel, i.e. when
connected by a thin wire so that they are at the came potential, as

Op = 4,re, IRI + R1 - 
2R1RI) D' Rib
	 .	

. (4.5)

(in air), using the symbols as above. If the spheres have equal radii B, than
8,re,RD	 8weRD

C= D+R orCP=D+R
when in a medium of permittivity e.

For two equal spheres close together, the capacitance between the spheres is
given approximately by

C = 4v4	 +	 )(1 .27o4 +iog1 +	 . (4.6)

farads in air, where R is the common radius and x the nearest distance
between them (= D - 2R).

4. CAPACITANCE BETWEEN Two CONDUCTING PLATES. Consider
two equal conducting plates, placed parallel to one another, and at a
distance D metres apart, this being small compared with the
dimensions of the plates, so that the fringing effect at the edges of
the plates can be neglected. Let the area of each plate (one side
only) be A sq. m, and let the charges on the plates be + Q and
- Q coulombs.

From Chapter I the field strength at a point between the plates is

	

, where a is the density 	 the charge and equals 9 Then the

potential difference between the plates is

V 
= f D 2- dx
 M
0
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Thus,	 C
= = QD/eA =	

( 4.7)

Suppose that, instead of there being only one dielectric between
the plates, there are several parallel layers of dielectrics of thick-
nesses D1 , D2 , D31 etc., and having permittivities e, E21 e3, etc.,
respectively, as in Fig. 4.3.

Plate Area A

SuFoc./	 2272722

Surface J

	

...	

4

P,'ot Apeo A

FIG. 4.3. DIELECTRICS IN SERIES IN A PLATE
CAPACITOR

Then potential difference between surfaces 1 and 2 is
 f'D, 

Q	 QV12= e1A	 1A

while that between surfaces 2 and 3 is

V 
= '2A

D,

and so on. Thus, the total potential difference V between the
parallel conducting plates is

V = V12 ± V23 + V34 +.

A e1	 e2

and the capacitance between the plates is therefore

A

	

.	 .	 .(4.8)
(DI

e

Effect of Additional Plate8. If two more similar plates are added,
one of which is connected to each of the existing plates (Fig. 4.4),
and the same dielectric placed between them, then the effective
area for the whole capacitor thus formed is 3A, and the capacitance

3EAis thus increased to
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In general, since the use of N plates creates N - 1 spaces (each of
width D) the capacitance of such a capacitor with N plates is

(49)

By this means the capacitance of a plate capacitor can be made
large whilst using plates with only a comparatively small surface.
area.

Although these formulae must be considered as approximations,
if the plates are close together they are sufficiently accurate for most

- - - - -S Frining
-.	 ,.—PieId

Permittivity C 

fLEi
LL
DOD

Caoacitance c	 Capacitance 3C

(ti)	 (b)
Fia. 4.4.. PLATE CAPACITOR

practical purposes, even though the capacitor may be in the vicinity
of other conductors.

5. CAPACITANCE BETWEEN Two LONG, PARALLEL CONDUCTING
CYLINDERS. This problem can be resolved into two separate cases,
namely: (a) when the cylinders are at a distance apart which is
great compared with their diameters; (b) when they are compara-
tively close together.

In the former case it is considerably easier to calculate the capa-
citance between them than in the latter. This ease will be considered
first.

Case (a).
Fig. 4.5 represents two long parallel conducting cylinders, perpendicular to

the plane of the paper, each of diameter d metres placed at a distance D metres
apart in air, D being great compared with d and the cylinders being at a great
distance from all other conductors.

Let + Q and - Q coulombs be the charges per metro axial length on A and
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B respectively. In this case it may be assumed that the charges are concen-
trated at the axes of the cylinders.

From Equation (1.4), the field strength at P, distant x from cylinder A, due
to this cylinder is -p---, which is the force (in newtons, if Q is in coulombs and2,re0x
x in metres) upon unit charge placed at P. This force is in the direction A B.

JPP8

D
Fm. 4.5.4.5. PARALLEL CYLINDERS

Similarly, .cylinder B would exert a force (of attraction) upon unit charge at.
P of 2 _._-9

,re0(D ------x) 
newtons, also in the direction AD. Thus the total force- 

upon unit charge at p is -- [1 + newtons in direction AB. The
potential difference between the cylinders—which is the work done in moving
unit charge from the surface of one cylinder to the surface of the other—is

1

jx

	 2 [ Q	
± L] dx	 [log, x - log, (D - x)]

	

'	 d

i.e. potential difference between the cylinders is

(4.10)

The capacitance between the cylinders per metre axial length

Q

	

V	 2Dd
log. -a ----

If the relative permittivity of the medium between the cylinders
is Er, then, of course,

	

C = - 1-21,-,
 2D	 farads per metre length

	

1011 log",(..
	

i)

or, the capacitance per mile of two such parallel cylinders in air is
195 farads .	 .	 .	 .	 (4.11)'2D10 8 log10 (71 1)
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If D is great compared with d,

195
C	 farads per mile

2D10 8 log10 -a-

Case (b). When the cylinders are comparatively close together
the treatment of the problem differs from that of Case (a), owing to
the fact that the charges of + Q and - Q cannot now be assumed to
be concentrated at the axes of the cylinders. The charges must
now be taken as concentrated along other axes, parallel to and in
the same plane as the axes of the cylinders, but displaced so that the
distance apart of the axes along which the charges are assumed to be
concentrated is now less than the distance D. To derive an expression
for the capacitance in this case the distribution of the electrostatic
field between the cylinders must first be considered.

When the cylinders are at a great distance apart, as in Case (a),
the lines of forceof the electrostatic field radiate from the cylinders
uniformly in all directions, each line cutting the surfaces of the
cylinders perpendicularly. Since the potential of a point along any
one line of force decreases as the distance of the point from cylinder
A is increased, a number of equipotential surfaces exist which a.
in the form of cylinders concentric with the cylindrical conductors,
the lines of force cutting all of these cylinders perpendicularly.

If the cylindrical conductors are comparatively close together
these equipotential surfaces are still cylinders, but they are not
concentric with the surfaces of the cylindrical conductors whose
capacitance is to be determined, nor are they concentric with one
another.

It can be shown* that the equations of the traces of these cylin-
drical equipotential surfaces in the plane of the paper are r, = Mr,
where r1 and r are the distances of any point on one of the circular
traces from the traces X and Y of the axes along which the charges
+ Q and - Q may be assumed to be concentrated and from which
the lines of electrostatic force radiate (these lines of force being
circles, as in Fig. 4.6), and M is a constant which differs for different
traces. By giving M different values a series of circular traces is
obtained, as shown in the figure. When M = 1 the trace is a straight
line, this being the trace of a plane the potential of all points on
which is zero.

Now, since the surfaces of the cylindrical conductors are equi-
potential surfaces, the equations of whose traces in the plane of the
paper are given by the above relationship (r1 = Mr), it follows that
the traces X and Y are not coincident with the axes of the conduct.
ing cylinders, but are displaced as shown in Fig. 4.6.

See T. F. Wall's le.aricai Eniineerinq, p. 46.
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Calculation of Capacitance. To calculate the positions of the axes whose
traces are X and Y, proceed as below.

Let the points X and F be displaced inwards from the centres of the two
circles which are the traces of the cylindrical conductors A and B by a distance
m in each case, and let their distance apart be 1. Then 1 = D - 2m.

vo

ices o/ Force
.2	 radiatic

Af	 xe5 w e traces
g fran,

hos
I M;7karexdnaY

/	 D
TraCes oP
Eqwpotentia/

Fia. 4.6. ELECTROSTATIC Frzxi BETWEEN CHARGED PARALLEL
CYLINDERS WHICH ARE NEAR TOGETHER

Fm. 4.7.

Since the surfaces of the cylindrical conductors are equipotdntial surfaces,
the equation r = Mr holds for their traces. Consider the point P (Fig. 4.7)
on the trace of cylinder A on a line through X perpendicular to the line IF.

Then ()
	

n + XP, and XP M(PY), since for point F, r1 XP
and r = PY.

Also I' + XP1 = PY'
D—i

and	 m=—
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For the point 8,
= XS	 - mandr = SY 1- (-')

Since for all points on the circular trace of A
Mr

we have	 -m I M [z_( - m)] for point S

XPI
Now 1'-4-XP'=PY'= ()'=

	 d

	

I	 Id
L1- (-m

and	 () 
m' + xp

I-i - rn'd -m'=	
-rn 1 2L d

d +
mJ

Substituting m =and solving for 1 we have the solution,

1= v'D'-d'
If d is small compared with D, we have £ D, as in Case (a).

Thus, to calculate the capacitance between the cylinders, the treatment i5

exactly the same as that of Case (a), except that the charges + Q and - Q
per metre axial length are considered concentrated along parallel axes whose
distance apart is now 1 instead of D.

We have then, for the field strength at a point such as N (Fig. 4.7) distant
x from X,

+
2nr0x	 2,re,(l - X)

and for the potential difference between the cylinders,

I	 dx	Q 11	 1 \

a

I, = ' - I 	 I

	2rr0 \x	 1-zII
,I

Q log.

6-(T.5700)
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or, since	 £ = V'D1_d2 and 2m—D-1

V	 IogI	
- (d - D)1	 (4.12)

L'' + (d_D)]

Thus capacitance per metre axial length is

V	 rvr	 - (d-1

	

log,	
D)

 I
L	 - d + d - D)j

Rationalizing and simplifying' we have

log 
E	

VDI._d]
d

If the permittivity of the medium between the cylinders is e, we
have

ITSC=	 ___
log, (D+VD2 d2	.	 .	 . (4.13)

d

or	 C =	 195______ farads per mile of double
10 8 log10 

ID + VL) -	 conductor in air
d	 )

These capacitances are given in farads per mile, since the arrange-
ment of two long parallel conducting cylinders is chiefly met with in
overhead transmission lines where the most useful unit of length is
the mile. Formulae for the general case of two parallel cylindrical
conductors have been given by Russell (Ref. (13) ).

6. CAPACITANCE BETWEEN Two COAXIAL CYLINDERS. An im-
portant case of this arrangement in practice is, of course, a concentric
cable.

Consider two long conducting concentric cylinders, the diameter
of the inner one being d metres and the inner diameter of the outer
one being D metres. Let + Q and - Q coulombs be their charges per
metre axial length. The lines of force of the electrostatic field will
be radial, and the equipotential surfaces will be cylindrical and
coaxial with the two conducting cylinders. The field strength
at some point at a radial distance of x metres from the common axis

of the cylinders will be Q if the dielectric separating the cylinders

is air.
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Thus the potential difference between the cylinders is
D

2

f 
Q	 Qr D 	 d

dx=	 I log,,--log -
27rE0L 	 2

2

	

	 Q	 D
V = —log,, -

The capacitance per metre length is
27T

V

	

	 D
log,, -

The general expression for a length 1 metres, the dielectric having a
permittivity E, is

•	 .	 (4.14)
log,, -

389e,
or	 C = _______ - farads per mile

108 log10 -

7. CAPACITANCE OF A SINGLE STRAIGHT CONDUCTOR PARALLEL TO

EARTH. Method of Electric Images. This method is based upon the
concept of an "image" of a conductor placed above the earth's
surface, this image being of the same size and aha .e as the conductor
considered and lying as far beneath the surface of the earth as the
conductor considered is above the surface. The earth's surface is
thus in the plane of zero potential for these two conductors—Con-
sidering the image as being in actual fact a conductor placed at a
distance 2H from the original one, H being the height of this original
conductor above the earth.

Since the earth's surface is at zero potential, the electrostatic
field from the charged conductor above the earth, to the surface of
the earth, has the same distribution as the field which would exist
between the conductor and the zero potential plane, in the case of
two conductors placed at a distance of 2H apart.

Fig. 4.8 shows the trace of a cylindrical conductor A lying parallel
to the earth's surface, and at a height H metres above the earth; A'

is its image. If conductor A has a charge of + Q coulombs per metre
axial length, then the potential difference between it and conductor
A', which is supposed to have - Q coulombs per metre axial length,
is, from Equation (4.10),

= -- log.
re0	 d
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where d is the diameter of the conductors and is assumed small com-
pared with H; V is the potential of A above that of the earth, and
is also the potential of A' below earth potential.

A'
FIG. 4.8. CYLINDRICAL CONDUCTOR

PARALLEL TO EARTH

Thus	 V— -
	 4J1-d

2ie0 loge	
d

and the capacitance per metre length of one conductor to earth is

4H-d	 .	 .	 .	
. (4.15)

loge	
d

where the dielectric has permittivity E.
The capacitance per mile of one conductor to earth in air is

therefore
3'894fl_ad81'mhl0

10 8 1 og10	
d

If d is small compared with H (as is usually the case when an over-
head line is considered) then

C=
389	 3'89 

2H 
farads per mile

4H108 log10 --	 109 log10 -

where r is the radius of the conductor in metres.
If d is not small compared with H, the calculation of capacitance

must be based upon Equation (4.12) instead of Equation (4.10) as
above.

8. CAPACITANCE BETWEEN Two LONG, STRAIGHT CONDUCTORS,
PARALLEL TO THE EARTH AND TO ONE ANOTHER. Consider two long



Forces acting ot
unit + charge
placed at P

L?ieto P /ueta
M	 N

I \ Due toDue to,	 N,

(B)

CAPACITORS, CAPACITANCE, DIELECTRICS 149

cylindrical conductors M and N parallel to earth and to one another,
their diameters being d, their distance apart I), and their height
above earth H, metres; and let M' and N' be their images (Fig. 4.9).
Suppose d small compared with H.

Fm. 4.9. Two CHARGED PARALLEL CoNDucToRs NEAR
TO EARTH

Let M and N have charges of + Q and - Q per metre axial length
respectively and M' and N' charges of - Q and + Q units per metre
length respectively.

Consider a point P on the horizontal line joining the centres of
M and N and distant x metres from M. The field strength at P is due
to all four conductors M, N, M', and N'. Thus field strength at P i
the direction MN is—

Due to M. 2ire0x

Due to N.	 Q
27rr0(D - x)

-Q	 -Q Due to M':	
PM'	 2o\/4H2 + x2 1/4H + x2

- Qx
2ire0(411 2 + x2)

-Q	 cosDue to N'. 
2e (1) - x.) 2 + 4112	

Q- x)
=	 F7I x)2 ± 4H 2127r0



150	 ELECTRICAL .MEASUREMENTS

Resultant field strength at P is
-Qx	 Q(D—x)

2irr0 L' D—x 4112 + x2 (D — x) + 4112

and the potential difference between M and N is

1
(Q+ Q
	 Qx	 Q(D—x)\

D—x - 4112 + x2 - (D - x)2 + 4112) dx
.17

where r is the radius of the conductors.
Integrating, we have

1	 1	 D — r	 4H2+r2V 
=	 L2 log

e - + loge 
4H2 + (D - r)2

If D is great compared with r,
4JJ2

V =	 loge + loge 
4H2 + 752J

The capacitance between the conductors is

(4.17)
2 log, - + loge 4112 + D2

T€0

-	 D (	 211	 per metro length in air
loge - /

4112

or	 C -	 195- farads per mile/	 211	 "

	

108 log10	
V4112 + D2)

The capacitance of two parallel cylinders which are at a great
distance from earth was previously found to be

	

1•95	 1•95

	

10 8 log10	108 log10 D 
arads per mile

Tr

f 

D being great compared with r,	
2HThus the proximity of the earth introduces the term______

in the denominator, as shown above.	 \"4112 + D2
The capacitance of a system of three or more conductors, parallel

and near to the earth, can be found by similar methods (Refs.
(1), (5), (8)).

(4.16)
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Capacitors in Series and Parallel. (a) SERIES. If a number of
capacitors are connected in series, as in Fig. 4.10 (a), a potential differ-
ence of V being applied between the outer terminals, there will be
potential differences v1 , v2 , v3, etc., between the different pairs of
plates.

Let the capacitances of the capacitors (neglecting earth capacit-
ances) be C1 , C21 C31 etc. If a quantity of electricity Q is given to
the system of capacitors by means of a current which flows for a

o,±cj L± 1L"? C2 V	 J
t13 _.f...C3 

1,	
C,	 Q, C2 .__ Q2

(a)	 (b)

Fio. 4.10. CAPACITORS IN SERIES AND IN PARALLEL

short time through them until they are charged to the total potential
difference V, then

_Q

	

Vl_?-	 V2—.7-	 V3 —j
2	 2

and so on.
If C is the capacitance of the whole system, the potential difference

for which is V, then

C = or V =

Thus, since, V = v1 + v2 + v3,

Q_Q Q Q
C - C1 + C + C3

1	 1	 1	 1
1	 2	 3

(b) PARALLEL. If a potential difference Vis applied to a number
of capacitors connected in parallel (Fig. 4.10 (b) ), then the potential
difference across the plates of such capacitors is, in each case, V,
but the quantities of electricity given to the capacitors are now
different for the different capacitors. If these quantities are
Q, Q3, etc., then

VI = 1 or Q1 = v1C1

v2 = b or Q2_—rv2C2

and so on.
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But	 v = v2 = VS = . . . = V
and the total quantity of electricity is

	

QQ1+Q2+Q3+. . . 	 CV
where C is the total capacitance.

Thus

	

	 CV = C1t,1 + C5v2 + Cv3 +.
V(C1 + C2 + C. +. .

	

-	 .	 (4.19)
Two-core Cable. In the case of multi-core cables generally, the

earth capacitances of the cores cannot be neglected. A two-core cable

<CA\HH

	

Earth	 Earth

	

(a)	 (1,,	 (C)
FIG. 4.11. CAPACITANCE OF A Two-CORE Casi.s

consists essentially of two long parallel conductors embedded in
some insulating material, the whole being enclosed by an earthed,
conducting cylinder, as in Fig. 4.11 (a).

This arrangement is equivalent to the system of capacitors shown
in Fig. 4.11(b). If the cores are represented by A and B, then C,, is
the capacitance between cores, and 0, and C are the earth apaci-
tances of the two conductors. We thus have CA and C. in series with
one another, this series circuit being in parallel with C A , the equiva-
lent arrangement being represented in Fig. 4.11(c). The capacitance
of CA and C5 in series is GAGS,	 , and when this is connected inC A +
Parallel with 0A5, the total, or working, capacitance is 0A5 +

CA C1

GA + GB
Three-core Cable. The capacitances which exist in the case of a

three-core cable are shown in Fig. 4.12 (a), in which C1 is the inter-core
capacitance, and CO the earth capacitance. Diagram (b) shows the
equivalent circuit of such a cable when used on a three-phase
system of line voltage F.

To facilitate calculations of the charging current per line it is
usual to resolve the system shown in diagram (b) into either an



Earth
(a) (1')
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equivalent math system, as in diagram (c), or an equivalent star
system as in diagram (d). In the first case, the three capacitances Co
are replaced by three imaginary capacitances Cm, connected in mesh,
in parallel with the inter-core capacitances C1 , and having such values

Cs

CO

(C)	 (d)
Fic. 4.12. CAPACITANCE OF A THRFE-CORE CABLE

that the charging current per line is the same as that for the actual
cable. The magnitude of Cm is thus determined as follows—

The voltage to neutral (i.e. the voltage across each capacitor C0)

is E1,13 and the charging current taken by each Co is (E/V3) . co CO.
In diagram (c) the current taken by each capacitor Cm is E . co C,,,

and the line current on this account is thus /3. E. w Cm.
For equivalence this line current must be equal to (E/V3) . coCo.

E
Thus,	 V3 . E . coG,,, =	 . wC0

or	 C_c!

Hence the total equivalent mesh system consists of three groups of

C1 each in parallel with C,,,, i.e. three capacitances C 1 H-
connected in mesh.



154	 ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS

Diagram (d) shows the equivalent star system, in which the cap-
acitors C1 are replaced by three capacitors C31 each in parallel with
C. and of such values that the line currents are the same as for the
actual cable.

To determine the value of Cs—

Current taken by each capacitance C•. = E wC

Now, current taken by each capacitance C1 (diagram (b)) is EwC1,
and the line current on this account =	 . EcoC.

For equivalence
B

/3 EcoC1 or C = 30

So that the total equivalent star system consists of three groups
of capacitors in star, each consisting of CO and C. in parallel, i.e.
three capacitances of CO + 3Cr.

Measurements of Three-core Cable Capacitances. The values of the
capacitances CO and C 1 for a given length of cable may be determines
by means of two tests. First, the three cores are connected together
and the capacitance between them and the sheath is measured (see
Fig. 4.13 (a)). The measured capacitance is obviously 3G0.

The second test may be of the capacitance between two core,
the third being connected to the sheath (Fig. 4.13(b) ); or between
two cores connected together and the sheath and third core con-
nected together (Fig. 4.13 (c) ).

In the former case the capacitance obtained by the measurement is

Co+C1==C1+

In the latter case the measured value is 2C 0 + 2G1.
The first test obviously enables C. to be determined, and this

value, substituted in either of the expressions obtained above for
the two alternative methods of carrying out the second test, renders
C calculable.

Distributed Capacitance. In the foregoing paragraphs it has been
assumed in all cases that the surfaces of the conductors considered
are cquipotential surfaces.

There are many important cases in practice when this is not so,
and in these cases the calculation of capacitance cannot be carried
out by the simple methods used above. In wire-wound solenoids we
have capacitance between adjacent turns, and layers, and all the
conductors in one laye r are obviously not at the same potential.
The earth capacitances of the turns in the coil also are not all the
same. In such coils we have what is referred to as "distributed
capacitance."
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The effect of such distributed capacitance is, in many cases, small
for low-frequency work, and an equivalent circuit, which represents
such a coil sufficiently accurately for most purposes, can then be
obtained by assuming the coil itself to be free from capacitance but as
having a simple capacitor connected in parallel with it, and also
having simple capacitors connected between parts of the coil and
earth. The latter represent the distributed earth capacitance, while
the former represents the distributed inter-turn capacitance.

Equivalent Circuit

TTcJXo

Fie. 413. CAELE CAPACITANCE MEASUREMENTS

If such a coil is to be used for very high frequency work, e.g.
radio frequency work, such approximate methods of representation
are not justifiable, since the distributed capacitance of the coil may,
at such frequencies, become of more importance than its inductance.

Capacitance of a Two-layer Solenoid. Fig. 4.14 represents a solenoid
of circular section, having two layers of insulated wire wound con-
tinuously so that, in effect, the layers are connected together at one
end as shown. If a steady potential difference V is applied to the



156-	 ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS

terminals a, a' of the coil, then the potential difference between
layers will vary from V at the left-hand end of the coil to zero at
the right-hand end, and the electrostatic field between adjacent
turns will thus decrease from a maximum to zero, moving from left
to right. Morecroft (Principles of Radio Communication, Chap. II)
calculates the internal capacitance of such a coil by treating it as,
essentially, two coaxial conducting cylinders, whose capacitance, if
the layers of wire are close together compared with the diameter

vo
POOOOOOOO- föOO0000000QQQQQ-1

R
Electrostetic Field

-	 - -- -	 - - - -. between Turns
/ ('5hown /ra few

turns on/g)

--i-4^-Q0000poo 00f—*-0000000000

FIG. 4.14. CAPACITANCE OF A TWO-LAYER SOLENOID

of the coil, is given by the formula for fiat plates, assuming at first
that the cylinders are equipotential surfaces.

Thus C = --, where C is the capacitance when the potential

difference is the same throughout the axial length of the cylinders,
A being the area of each cylindrical surface, e the permittivity of
the medium, and D the distance between the layers.

If R is the radius of the section of the solenoid (assumed the same
for both layers, since their distance apart is small) and L is their

2reRLaxial length, then A = 27rRL and ( = ---, or capacitance per
metre axial length is 2-PR

Actually the potential difference between layers varies along the
axial length from V to zero. Assuming this variation to be according
to a straight-line, law, we have

Energy stored in axial length dx.

dW =	 =	 dx
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where v is the potential difference between layers at any point of
V

axial distance x from the left-hand end (Fig 4.14). Since - =

	

/ x\	 L L–x
we have v==	 Vand

dW = 2sR i;z (i -

	
dx

Total energy stored is

	

=	
eRV2 (i -

w= irRV2 [ L f	 x\31 L 7rsRY2L
D	 = 31)

Thus, if C' is the distributed capacitance to be calculated,

IV = C' 
V2

V2 	 is1?V2L

or	 C= 2:RJ:	 .	 .	 .	
. (4.20)

Morecroft (loc. cit.) gives the distributed capacitance for a solenoid
of N layers as

C' = C O 
x 4(N-1 2

-p- ) .	 .	 .	

. (4.21)

where Co is the capacitance between the outermost and innermost
layers.

Breit (Physical Review, XVIII, p. 133 (1921) ) gives the capacit-

ance for a short single-layer solenoid in air as approximately

farads, where 1 is the length (in metres) of one l.u'rn of Wile on the
solenoid.

Shielding and Guard Rings. In making measurements involving the
use of capacitors it is often desirable—and in some cases absolutely
necessary—to shield pieces of apparatus from the effect of electro-
static fields which are external to the apparatus itself. This is done
by surrounding the apparatus by an earthed metal screen which
may be of thin aluminium or copper sheet, or in the form of a
wire mesh. Charges which may be induced in this screen pass to
earth and have no effect upon the apparatus inside.

Guard rings are used in order to overcome the difficulty of calcu-
lating accurately the capacitance of a capacitor which has a fringing
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electrostatic field at its edges. The distribution of such fringing
fields is somewhat uncertain and this renders exact calculations of
capacitance difficult.

In calculating the capacitance of a parallel-plate capacitor in a
previous paragraph it was assumed that the effect of the field at the
edge of the plate could be neglected. The simple formula obtained
is rendered much more accurate by the use of a guard ring as shown
in Fig. 4.t'. The guard ring consists of a metal plate of the same
thickness as the plate A which it surrounds, and from which it is

d

	

	 d
jdus 71 thiad

P/ate B
Fia. 4.15. GUARD Rxxo

separated by a narrow and uniform air gap. This ring is usually of
the same outside dimensions as the opposing plate B of the cap-
acitor, and is, in use, at the same potential as the plate A which it
surrounds. Under these conditions the electrostatic field between
the plates is perpendicular to the plates even up to the extreme
edge of plate A, the fringing field being now transferred to the
edges of the guard ring. The effective area of the plates to be used
in the capacitance formula is now taken, of course, as the area of
plate A.

A formula which corrects for the width of the air gap between plate A and
the guard ring (which gap should be of zero length if no correction is to be
used) has been given by Maxwell and is

.rR'	 1	 Rd	 /	 dVl	 2C	 + •D+O22d	
x --1 farads	 (4.2)

where the plate A(assumod circular) has a radius R, D is the distance between
the plates, and d the width of the air gap, all in metres, the dielectric being air.

When no guard ring is used, the edge effect can be taken into account in the
calculation of capacitance by a formula due to Kirchhoff. This formula is

B IDSIo 16vR(D+t) 1
[ID +L 	 g,	 -D2 

	

+ tlog. (i +	 X	 x lO	
- (4.23)

where B is the radius of the circular plates of the capacitor, t being the thick-
ness of the plates and D the distance between them, the dielectric being air.

In cylindrical capacitors the guard ring takes the form of two
cylinders, of the same diameter as the cylindrical electrode to which
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they are adjacent, and placed one at each end of, and coaxial with,
this electrode. They are connected together and are, in use, charged
to the same potential as the electrode between them. Their use
was decribed in Chapter II in connection with high-voltage air
capacitors.

Dielectrics. The broadest definition of a dielectric is, simply,
"an insulator." More precisely, a dielectric is some medium in
which a constant electrostatic field can be maintained without
involving the supply of any appreciable amount of energy from
outside sources. The term " dielectric" is applied when an insulating
material is used to separate two neighbouring conductors such as
the plates of a capacitor. As will be seen later, dielectrics increase
the capacitance of a system of conductors as compared with the
capacitance of the same system of conductors existing in vacuo.
No dielectrics are at present known which, when placed between
two conductors, decrease the capacitance between them.

Three very important quantities in connection with any dielectric
are—

(a) Its "dielectric strength."
(b) Its "permittivity" or "dielectric constant."
(c) Its "dielectric loss angle" or power factor.
(a) DIELECTRIC STRENGTH. This may be defined as the ability

of a dielectric to withstand breakdown when a voltage is applied
to it. All insulating materials should, of course, have a very high
resistivity, so that only an extremely small current flows through
them when a voltage is applied. This is, however, an entirely
different property from dielectric strength. If a gradually increasing
voltage is applied between, say, the opposite faces of a slab of an
insulating material, the material becomes electrically strained, the
electrostatic field in it increasing in intensity with increasing
voltage. Eventually a value of the field strength is reached at
which the material "breaks down," i.e. the material is punctured
and is rendered useless for insulation purposes. This effect is ob-
served in the case of all insulating materials, although the magnitude
of the field strength, or "potential gradient," for which it occurs
differs for different materials. In liquid or gaseous dielectrics the
breakdown is only temporary.

The dielectric strength is expressed in volts per millimetre or
r centimetre, or in kilovolts per centimetre, etc.
The true or intrinsic dielectric strength of solid materials can be

measured only if all discharges in the ambient medium are eliminated
and if the heating effect of the applied field is negligible. Such
intrinsic strengths are difficult to measure, but have been obtained
for a few good dielectrics and lie in the region of 5 x 10 V/cm.
When the dielectric strength is measured in the conventional manner
between disc or sphere electrodes the breakdown is due to intense
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local concentration of stress at the end of ionic discharges outside
the material, and values from 5 to 50 times lower than the intrinsic
value are obtained. It is these lower values which are quoted in
Table VII (p. 165). The dielectric strength so measured depends on
the geometry of the ulectrodes, on the nature of the ambient medium
(air or oil) and on the thickness of the specimen, but no exact laws
can be quoted. If the time of a test is prolonged to days or weeks
in order to represent the useful life of the material, still lower
values of breakdown strength are obtainedwhich depend either on
the erosion of microscopic holes through the material by ionic
bombardment or on electrochemical changes in the structure of the
insulation. In low-grade materials, failure may be due to thermal
instability, resulting from the heat liberated by dielectric losses.

When the applied voltage is alternating, the frequency of the
supply affects the dielectric strength; and also, since the maximum
value of the voltage is responsible for the breakdown, the wave-form
of the voltage, as well as its r.m.s. value, is important. The shape
of the electrodes by means of which the voltage is applied is impor-
tant, since the distribution of the electrostatic field depends upon
this shape, which therefore affects the dielectric strength. The true
dielectric strength is the strength at breakdown when the electro-
static field is uniform.

Potential Gradient. In practice the potential gradient is an im-
portant matter. Consider the case of a single-core cable with a
conducting outer sheath. From page 6 we have for the field
strength at a point between two coaxial cylinders, and at a distance

x from their common axis, E = i-, where Q is the charge on the

inner conductor per metre axial length. Since the potential between
two points is given by JEdx, .E is the potential gradient at any
point. If B 1 is the radius of the core, and 1? 2 the internal radius
of the sheath, the potential gradient at the surface of the core is

and at the internal surface of the sheath, 	 the gradient2,cR2
in between these points varying as shown in Fig. 4.16(a). Now, if the
dielectric between the core and sheath consists of only one material,
of permittivity r, which is capable of withstanding, without break-

down, the maximum stress Q at the core surface, then the outer2,rR1
layers of dielectric, approaching the sheath, will not be economically
used.

Graded Cables. To effect a more economical utilization of the
dielectric between the core and sheath, several different dielectrics,
of permittivities e, E21 e31 etc., are used, these being arranged so
that tiheir permittivities are in descending order as the radius
increases. Cables insulated in this way are referred to as "graded"
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cables. Obviously, if the dielectric used could be varied continuously
so that e varied inversely as the radius x, an absolutely uniform
potential gradient could be obtained, between core and sheath, as
shown In the dotted line in Fig. 4.16 (b). Actually the potential
gradient varies in the manner shown in the full-line curve.

(a)	 (b)
Fios. 4.16. POTENTIAL GRADIENT IN SINCLN-CORE CABLE

In the previous work the potential difference between two coaxial
cylinders of radii R1 and R. was found to be

V --mlo,2R1

from which	 2 V
=.	 .	 .	

. (4.24)
loge !ij

Substituting this value for Q, we have for the potential gradient
at any radius x

V	 . (4.25)
xlog

when only one dielectric, of permittivity s, is used.
Another method of obtaining a uniform potential gradient be-

tween two coaxial cylinders is by the interposition of metal inter.
sheaths (consisting of cylindrical sheets of metal foil coaxial with
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the two conductors) in the dielectric, between the charged con
ductors. As an example of the use of such intersheaths, a "con-
denser bushing" will be considered.

Condenser Bushing. This is a type of bushing which is commonly
used for the terminals of high-voltage transformers and switchgear.
Fig. 4.17 shows a eonductor A which is charged to some high voltage
V This conductor is insulated from the flange B (at earth potential,

Fio. 4.17. CONDENSxR Busno

say), by a condenser bushing consisting of some dielectric material
with metal-foil cylindrical sheaths of different lengths and radii
embedded in it, thus splitting up what is essentially a capacitor,
having the high-tension conductor and flange as its plates, into a
number of capacitors in series. The capacitances of the capacitors
formed by the metal-foil cylinders are given by the equation

2,7e1

loge
B1

£ being the axial length of the capacitor and R1 and 14 the radii of
its cylindrical plates (assumed to be of negligible thickness in the
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case of the metal foil). If these capacitors all have the same capa-
citance, since Q is the same for all (being the charge per metre
axial length of the high-voltage conductor), the potential differences
between their plates will be equal. They can be made to have the
same capacitance by suitably choosing the axial lengths of successive

sheets of foil together with the ratios of their radii :N. If the radial
IL1

spaces between successive sheets of foil are made equal and the
lengths adjusted to make the capacitances equal, the potential
gradient in the dielectric is uniform, but the edges of foil sheets lie on
a curve, thus giving unequal surfaces of dielectric between the edges
of successive sheets. This is undesirable from the point of view of

So/id Dielectric
p

rio
"—D -

(C)
Fia. 4.18. EFFECT OF DIELECTRIC THICRNE5S U] ON POTENTIAL

GRADIENT IN A PLATE CAPACITOR

flashover by "creeping" along the surface. If the differences be-
tween the lengths of successive sheets are made equal, the radial
potential gradient is not uniform. A compromise between the two
conditions is usually adopted.

Effect of Varying Thicknesses of Solid Dielectric upon the Potential
Gradient Between Parallel Plates. Fig. 4.18 shows the effect upon the
potential gradient of varying the thickness of a slab of solid dielectric
which is situated between the plates of a parallel-plate capacitor,
one plate being charged to a potential V volts and the other being
at earth potential. The remaining space is air.

If a is the surface density of charge on the plates and e the per-
mittivity of the solid dielectric, we have

Potential gradient in solid dielectric = =

Potential gradient in air space = - =
so

Thus	 SED = 80E4
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Also, if d is the thickness of solid dielectric,

Ed+E4 (D—d)= V

Substituting for ED we have, since r =

or

Sr

 E4 
=	 V	 .	

. (4.26)
D - dl I - -

Thus, increase of ci increases the potential gradient in the air space, as
is shown in Fig. 4.18. Also, if e, is much greater than 1. the poten-
tial gradient in the air space approaches the value 

D d 
'which

means that, in this case, the whole of the potential drop is across the
air space.

The high potential gradient so produced is very likely to cause
breakdown of the air in the case of a thin film of air included between
a solid dielectric and a conducting plate. The air then becomes
ionized, and the insulation will ultimately fail due to damage by
ionic bombardment.

The dielectric strengths of the most important insulating materials
are given in Table VII under the conditions of the customary one-
minute dielectric strength test. The electrodes used in carrying out
tests of dielectric strength are usually flat plates with rounded edges
or smooth spheres of large diameter. In either case a fairly uniform
electrostatic field is obtained.

(b) RELATIVE PERMITTIVITY. This quantity is defined as the ratio
The capacitance of a capacitor having the material

considered as its dielectric 	 - -
The capacitance of the same capacitor with air as -

the dielectric
Strictly, the capacitance in the denominator should be that

when a vacuum exists between the plates, since the relative per-
mittivity of a vacuum is unity, while that of air is about 1-0006.
Most gaseous dielectrics have permittivity of the same order as that
of air, while solid and liquid dielectrics have values of rr varying
from about 2 upwards, as shown in Table VII.

(c) DIELECTRIC Loss AND POWER FACTOR. If a steady voltage
V is applied to the plates of a perfect capacitor a "charging current"
flows from the supply for a short time and gives to the capacitor a
certain quantity Q of electricity, which is sufficient to produce.a
potential difference between the capacitor plates of V volts. When
this potential difference has been attained, the current ceases to



Bakelite
Bitumen (vulcanized)
Cotton cloth (varnished)
Ebonite
Empire cloth
Fibre
Glass (plate)
Guttaperche
Hard rubber (loaded)
Marble
Mica (Muscovite)
Mycalex
Paper (dry)
Paraffin wax
Polystyrene
Polythene
Porcelain
Shellac
Silica (fused transparent)
Slate
Steatite
Mineral insulating oil
Water	 .

20,000-25,000
14,000

3,000-4,000
10,000-40,000
10,000-20,000

5,000
5,000-12000
10,000-20,000
10,000-25,000

6,000
40,000-150,000

4,000-10,000
8,000

9,000-20,000
5,000-20,000

8,000

25,000-30,000
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TABLE VII

PROPERTIES OF DIELECTRICS

I Approx.enD
gth
ielectric

Str	 Relative	 Power Factor
Dielectric	 I	 Permittivity	 (f	 50 c/5 except

V(	 where noted)

5-6
4.5

	

45-55	 02
2'S	 0-01
2

4-6

	

8-7	 0006(1 - 800-1,000)
3-5

	

35-45	 0.016
8

	

4-5-7	 00003

	

6-7	 0002-0005

	

19-29	 0-005
22	 00003(1 800-1,000)

	

2-6-27	 00002

	

2-3	 0-0001

	

65-8-5	 0005-001

	

23-3-8	 0.008

	

3'8	 0-0001-0-0003
6-75

	

41-6-5	 0002	 -

	

2-25	 00002
40-90

(decreases with
increase Of

temperature)

NOTE. Owing to the different qualities of the various materials and to the
variations in results according to the conditions of the test. (e.g. frequency,
and temperature), the above figures must be regarded as approximations only.
The properties of dielectrics, including many of the recently introduced plastic
materials, are given in Refs. (39) to (44).

flow, the quantity of electricity Q, which has been supplied, being
given by Q = CV, where C is the capacitance and is, of course, de-
pendent upon the permittivity of the dielectric. In a perfect
capacitor, therefore, the dielectric has only one electrical property,
n'tmel,r that of permittivity. It is found that with all practical
dielectrics the current does not cease after a short time but dies
away gradually over a long period of time as shown in Fig. 4.19.
This means that dielectrics have other properties beyond that of
permittivity.

A very small "conduction" current will, of course flow through
the dielectric because of the fact that the resistance of the dielectric,
though very high, is not infinite. This does not explain, however,
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the phenomena observed in most dielectrics, since the current is
at first larger than that due to plain conduction and also it is not a
constant current, but dies away gradually.

This second phenomenon is referred to as "absorption" and
dielectrics in which it occurs are said to be "absorptive." All
dielectrics are absorptive to some degree. If an absorptive capacitor,
after being charged, is discharged, the discharging connection being
removed after a short time, it is found that the potential difference
between the plates gradually rises again, i.e. the capacitor charges
itself. This is known as the "residual" effect, Absorption is explained
by assuming that there is a viscous movement of the molecules or

Fia. 4.19. CHARGING CURRENT IN AN
IMPERFECT CAPACITOR

ions of a dielectric when the plates between which it is situated are
charged. In charging such a capacitor there are rapid electronic and
molecular movements which correspond to the initial charging
current. Thereafter there are slower molecular and ionic movements
which correspond to the absorption current. Finally, there is a
steady flow of ions which corresponds to the true conduction
current.

The capacitance of a capacitor may thus be divided into two com-
ponents, viz, the "geometric capacitance" and the "absorptive
capacitance." In measuring the capacitance of a capacitor on direct
current, the time of charging is thus very important. The shorter the
charging time (provided this is long enough to charge the capacitor
to the potential difference applied), the nearer the measured capa-
citance approaches the "geometric" capacitance. Fig. 4.20 shows the
variation of the quantity of charge with time in an absorptive cap-
acitor. The measurement of resistance of dielectrics must also be
carried out having regard to the time of application of the p.d., since
the current for a given applied voltage varies with time as shown
above.

Dunsheath (Ref. (10) ) represents an absorptive capacitor sym-
bolically, as in Fig. 4.21. The capacitor C represents the geometric
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capacitance, the resistance R1 represents the pure conduction effect,
and C2 and A 2 in series represent the absorption effect. In real
materials the behaviour can rarely be represented by a single circuit
R2C2. There is instead a whole spectrum of similar AG circuits in
parallel, with different values of AC.

With alternating currents the absorption of the dielectrió i
intimately connected with the loss of power in the dielectric. In

(From"High VolG,q ('obt,s Do,sheath. )
FIG, 4.20. ABSORPTION IN AN 	 Fio. 4.21. SYMBOLIC

ABSORPTIVE CAPACITOR	 COMBINATION TO IMITATE
PRACTICAL DIELECTRIC

(a)	 (b)
Fins. 4.22. CAPACITOR VECTOR DIAGRAMS

the case of air and most other gases, the losses are very small, and
such dielectrics may be regarded as almost . perfect.

If a sinusoidal voltage is applied to a perfect capacitor, the
current which flows into the capacitor leads the voltage in phase
by 900, as shown in the vector diagram in Fig. 4.22 (a). If the voltage
is

v = Vm sin cot

the current in a perfect capacitor of capacitance C farads is
jzzrC VmCO8(Ot
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Its r.m.s. value is wCV amp, where V is the r.m.s. value of the
applied voltage. Owing to the dielectric loss, the current in capacitors
used in practice leads the voltage by some angle which is slightly
less than 900, as in Fig. 4.22 (b). The angle is the "phase angle" of
the capacitor, the power factor being cos 4 . The angle 6, which
equals 90 - ,j, is called the "loss angle." Obviously the power
factor may also be expressed as sin 6.

In a perfect capacitor 0 = 90, and therefore 6 = 0. The dielec-
tric loss in an imperfect capacitor is given by 1 V cos or IV sin 6,

where I and V are r.m.s. values of
R	 current and voltage. Thus the loss in

a perfect capacitor is

I	 C	 IV sin ô=O, since â0
'C	 A capacitor having dielectric loss can

FIG
*
 4.23. SYMBOLIC	

be represented, at any single frequency,
REPRESENTATION OF by a perfect capacitor in parallel with
IMPERFECT CAPACITOR	 a resistance as in Fig. 4.23, but the value

of the equivalent resistance in general
varies with frequency. The current 1 in the capacitor can be split
up into a current I in the resistance branch, in phase with the
voltage, and a current I in the capacitor branch, leading the voltage
by 900. These components are shown in Fig. 4.22 (b). Then

= wCV = I cog 6

where C is the effective capacitance of the capacitor,
I

:.C= 
w
—

V 
cos6

The dielectric loss P = IV sin 6

= V sin 6 x 
VwC
cog 8

= V20jC tan 6	 watts	 .	 - (4.27)

if C is in farads and V in volts.
The works referred to at the end of the chapter should be consulted

by those who wish to carry the study of dielectric loss further. Refs.
(15), (16), and (40) give the effect of frequency and of temperature
upon dielectric loss. W. H. F. Griffiths* has investigated the
question of losses in variable air capacitors.

Measurement of Dielectric Loss and Power Factor. The two groups
of methods of measuring dielectric losses which have been used are—

(a) Wattmeter methods,
(b) Bridge methods.

* Experimental Wireless and The Wireless Engineer, Vol. VIII, No. 90
March, 1931.
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The cathode-ray oscilograph has also been applied to such
measurements and is still used to investigate the dielectric properties
of non-linear materials which would give no balance in a bridge
circuit. One example of such a material is barium titanate.

(a) WATTMETER METHODS. These are now very seldom used and
will be described here only briefly.

Fig. 4.24 shows the connection diagram for a dynamometer watt.
meter when used for this purpose. Owing to the very small power
loss and low power factor (usually lees than 0 .01) the wattmeter
must be very sensitive. A "null" method of use is preferable, the
wattmeter reading being made zero by adjustment of the variable

Fm. 4.24. WAI-rMETER METHOD OF MEASURING DIELECTRIC
Loss AND PowER FACTOR

inductance L in the voltage-coil circuit; this brings about a 90°
phase difference between I and I.

Since the loss angle ô, of the capacitor C under test, is very small,
as is also the angle , we may write

BV BVtan =	 =	 approx.

=	 = o.Cr. approx.

Thus	 = tan'wCr0

Again	 a = tan	 , so that
1p

= 90— tair1 w(l,,± L) + tan' wCr1

The power factor of the capacitor is cos and its loss angle
6 = a -
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Obviously, in addition to the value of the variable inductance L,
the values of the inductance l, and resistance r, of the voltage-coil
circuit, of the resistance r, of the current coil and C and iv must be
known.

Rosa (Ref. (18) ) has described several null methods of measure-
ment of dielectric loss using wattmeters.

Electrostatic Wattmeter Method. This method has been used by
many investigators. Fig. 4.25 (a) shows the connections for the
method as used by Rayner (Ref. (20)). Fig. 4.25 (b) gives the

/1gh Voltage	 t'i
Wadin,,g of	 I	 t
T,'ansrormer	 I

Electrostatic	 V3 U2

Wattmeter

F^R
I

Guard I r

 I (b)
Earth (a.)
	 Dielectric Saop/e

Fin. 4.25. DIELECTRIC Loss MEASUREMENT BY ELECTROSTATIC
WArrn1EE

equivalent diagram showing the instantaneous potentials v 1 , v21 etc.,
at various points; r is a non-inductive resistance.

The moving vane of the electrostatic instrument, is connected to
a tapping point on the high-voltage winding of a transformer from
which the supply is obtained.

The sample of insulating material whose dielectric loss is to be
measured is connected as shown and is provided with a guard ring
which is earthed.

From the theory of the electrostatic wattmeter given in Chap. XX,
it can be shown that the mean torque of the wattmeter is propor-
tional to

r	 r2P
- (P + r12) - -

where P = dielectric power loss
I = r.m.s. value of the current

Then, if K is the constant of the instrument and D is the deflection,
we have

r	 r212 =KD

from which	 P = nKD + n-2--
2 

r12 .	 -	 . (4.28)
r 
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If the tapping point on the transformer winding is adjusted so
that n = 2, the second term becomes zero, and we have

2KD

This avoids the correction for the power loss in the resistance r.
The voltage used by Rayner in his measurements was 10,000 volts.
(b) BRIDGE METHODS. The Schering bridge method is now

the most widely used of all methods of measuring dielectric loss
and power factor. All bridge methods consist essentially of a
Wheatstone bridge network, the battery supply being replaced by
an a.c. supply at either power frequency or some higher frequency.
The detector used depends upon the frequency, a vibration galvtno-

_____ Winding	 C2 (Standard
Air Capacitor
with Guard Ring)

s'.

-equency
Meter	 L7	 ZY/ 17

Fjo. 4.26. CONNECTIONS OF SCHERINO BRIDGE

meter being used for power frequency work and telephones for work
at higher frequencies, the latter being often of the order of 800 to
1,000 cycles per second.

Fig. 4.26 gives the connections of the Schering bridge, which can
be used with high or low voltages. C 1 is the capacitor whose power
factor is to be measured, R1 being an imaginary resistance repre-
senting its dielectric loss component. C2 is a standard air capacitor
of the type described in Chapter II. R. and 1?4 are non-inductive
resistors, the former being variable. C4 is a variable capacitor.
Earthed screens are provided in order to avoid errors due to inter-
capacitance between the high- and low-voltage arms of the bridge.
Instead of earthing one poi" on the network as shown in the fipre,
the earth capacitance effe... on the galvanometer and leads is elimin-
ated by means of a "Wagner earth" device (Ref. (22) ), which will be
described in a later chapter. V.G. is a vibration galvanometer of a
special design suited to the purpose. This must have a high current
sensitivity , since the impedances of arms 1 and 2 of the bridge are
usually very high. For the same reason, this method of measure-
ment involves only a small power loss. Since the impedanees o
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branches 3 and 4 are usually small compared with those of arms I
and 2, the galvanometer and the resistances are at a potential of
only a few volts above earth even when a high-voltage supply (of the
order of 100 kilovolts) is used, except in the case of breakdown of
one of the capacitor arms I and II.

In use, the bridge is balanced by successive variation of R. and
C. until the vibration galvanometer indicates zero deflection. Then,
at balance,

C1 = C2	 .! cos2 a = C2 .	 approx. .	 (4.29)

since ô is small, and
tan a=R4w.C4 .	 .	 .	 - (4.30)

where cv = 277 x frequency
6 = the loss angle of the capacitor, sin 6 giving tb' power

factor
C1 = the effective parallel capacitance of the test capacitor
C = the capacitance of the standard capacitor

Theory. Consider first the impedances of the four arms of the bridge num-
bered I, II, III, and IV in Fig. 4.26.

Arm I. Consider this arm as consisting of the effective parallel capacitance
of the capacitor -hose power factor is to be obtained, in parallel with a
resistance R1 , a	 wn, the latter representing its loss component.

Total admittance of arm I 	 - +

WC,

+ J°i

Impedance of arm I 	 -- -h ---- = -_____	 =
1

	

	 I +,wC1R.+ j(

Arm II.	 Impedsnee

Arm 1!!.	 Impedance =	 =

Arm IV.	 Impedance	
R	 z

1 +jwCR
Under balance conditione,

zI	 14

-j
R	 —WC

R2(l +)	 ________	 CR4	 + j(UC,l

1 +jwC4R4
Rationalizing, we have

R(1-j(oCR1 )	 - j (I + jwC4I?1)
14(1 + wC1 2R) = C,R4 
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Equating real terms,
______ - C4R,

1 + co 2C1 2R, 2 - C,
Now, from Fig. 4.27. which shows the vector diagram for the capacitor

(C, and R, in parallel) when a voltage E is applied to it,

Cos-	 EwC,	 -	 wC,R

+ w'C,' - 
V'l + WC,I

Rts

or	
1 + w2C12R,'

FIG. 4.27. VECTOR DIAGRA1I FOR C 2 AND R1 IN PARALLEL

Substituting COB2 6 in the equation of reel terms obtained above, we have
cos ' d 	 C4R,

C.

•	
- C,cos'ô

•	 - c0C1C4R,R,
From Fig. 4.28, showing the complete vector diagram for the bridge net

work under balance conditions,

tan 5	 = wC4R4

(which is the expression previously stated), and also
1

tan S =
	 1

wC5R4
	 I.

1or

Substituting R in the expression for C, gives

C, =	 cos' S

as previously stated.
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Imperfect Capacitor as a Series Circuit. An alternative method to that of
representing an imperfect capacitor diagrammatically as a perfect capacitor
C, in parallel with a resistance B,, is to represent it as a perfect capacitor C
in series with a resistance 

1? 
1 . It is much simpler to derive the bridge balance

equations using the series representation.
The impedances in the two cases are

R1 	R,(1 —jcoC1R,) in the parallel representation

and	 P. -,	 in the sorio	 rosentation

FIG. 4.28. VECTOR DIAGRAM I'OIt ScI-iCruNa BRIDGE UNDER
BALANCE CONDITIONS

By equating the real and imaginary terms in the two impedances we obtain
the relationships

B1
= 1 + w2ck7

and	 C.	 1 ± a 2C1 2 R12

The veetor diagram of Fig. 4.28 needs, perhaps, some explanation.
Vector OA represents the voltage applied to the bridge from the
supply transformer. OB is the voltage drop V1 across arm If which,
when no current flows in the vibration galvanometer branch (i.e.
under balance conditions), is equal in magnitude and phase to the
voltage drop across arm I. Vector 00 is the drop V2 across arm III,
which is equal in magnitude and phase to that across arm IV. The
vector sum of OB and 00 obviously gives the total bridge voltage
OA. The current 11 flowing in arms land III is represented by vector
OE, while 00 represents the current 12 flowing in branches II and
IV. OF and OK represent the component parts of current 'i when
split up between the capacitance C and resistance R1 . In the same
way OD and OH represent the components of the current 12 when
split up between R. and 04.
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The magnitudes of some of the vectors, e.g. OC, are exaggerated
for the sake of clearness. V2 will, in reality, be very small compared
with V1 and V.

A direct-reading Schering bridge for the measurement of permit.
tivity and power factor of solid dielectrics at 1,600 cycles per see
and voltages of 100-200 is manufactured by Messrs. H. W. Sullivan,
Ltd. This covers a range of capacitance up to 1,000 u1uF.

The Cambridge Instrument Co. manufacture both low- and high-
voltage Schering bridges.

Muirhead and Co., Ltd. make a Schering bridge, with a Wagner
earth attachment (see p. 247) which is intended for the measurement
of power factor and permittivity of insulating materials in accor-
dance with the recommendations of British Standard Specification
No. 234.

A portable high-voltage Schering bridge made by H. Tinsley and
Co. has with it a screened, loss-free air capacitor of 100 qiF (within
+ j per cent) and is for use at 11 kV. It may be used up to 150 kV
with a compressed-air capacitor of nominal capacitance 100 uuF
having a power factor j 00001 at 50 cycles per Sec. This requires
an air pressure of 250 to 300 lb per sq. in.

L. Hartshorn (Ref. (45)) adapted the Schering bridge to the
measurement of very small capacitances (below 1 1auF), and the
Hartshorn form of the bridge is the best method of measuring
the permittivity and dielectric loss of sheet materials. B.S. 234 and
B.S. 903 give detailed specifications for its use for this purpose.

A very full discussion of the Schering bridge, in its various forms,
is given in Hague's Alternating Current Bridge Methods.

Dielectric Loss Measurement by Cathode-ray Oscillograph. The
construction of the cathode-ray osdilograph is dealt with in Chap.
XV. For the present purpose it is sufficient to know that it consists
of a vacuum tube having, at one end, a filament which gives off a
stream of electrons in a thin beam, or pencil, when the tube is in
use. This beam passes two pairs of parallel plates, set at right
angles to one another, and is deflected by potential differences
applied to these pairs A continuous path will be traced out by the
beam on the fluorescent screen of the tube if the p.d.s are alternating.
This path will be a straight line if the p.d.s are sinusoidal and are in
phase but 

will 
be an ellipse if they are not in phase. The area of

this ellipse is maximum—for any given maximum values of the two
potential differences—when they are 900 out of phase with one
another. Under these conditions, the semi-axes of the ellipse give the
maximum values of the two potential differences to scale. The elec-
tron beam, having negligible inertia, can immediately take up a
deflected position which is proportional, at any given time, to the
deflecting force.

When used for dielectric loss measurements, a potential difference
proportional to the applied voltage is applied to one pair of plates,
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and one proportional to the integral of current through the dielectric
to the other pair. This is obtained in the form of the p.d. across a
relatively larger capacitor in series with the sample.

It will be shown below that the area of the ellipse traced out by
the electron beam is then proportional to the power loss in the
dielectric. If there is no power loss—as in the case of an air cap.
acitor—the p.d.s applied to the plates are in phase with one another
and the path traced out is a straight line.

A record of the ellipse traced out in power loss measurements can
be obtained photographically.

J. P. Minton (Ref. (23) ) used a cathode-ray oscillograph for

JTrans former
=

Cs
L055

Is

- V2 -

Fio. 4.29	 Fig. 4.30

MEASUREMENT OF DIELECTRIC Loss BY C.R. OsciLlooRArn

dielectric loss and power factor measurements. The full circuit
arrangements are give1 by Hartshorn (Ref. (16)).

Fig. 4.29 shows a simpler arrangement than that of Minton which,
nevertheless, will serve to illustrate this method of dielectric loss
measurement.

C, is the dielectric sample and C a loss-free capacitor of much
greater capacitance than C,. The resistor R, shown dotted, may be
used, if desired, for compensating the loss angle of C,. The cr.
oscillograph plates X and Y are connected as shown. (If the voltage
on C, is low, an amplifier will be needed between C and the Y plates
since the method is inaccurate unless the voltage on C is much less
than that on C,.)

In the theory of the method which is given below it is assumed that
the resistor R is omitted. The vector diagram may then be drawn
as in Fig. 4.30, which shows the voltage V 2 across C, the current 'I
through both C, and C, and the voltage V1 across the latter.
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The power loss in C is V,I, sin ô. From the vector diagram, if
va = V ,,, sin wt, then v1	V1,,. sin (wt - 6).

The deflection produced by the Y plates is proportional to v 1 and
we may write

y deflection = a. V, ,, sin (cot - 6)

= ac.	 sin (wt - 6)
Wc

Also,	 x deflection =. V1 ,, sin wt
where at and 0 are proportionality constants.

E//Ip5e'when Power	 E//,óse for
Factor - cos 9	 Urnta Power Factor

Fia. 4.31. FoRMS or OSCILLOGRAMS OBTAINED WITH
CAmonx .R&.T OsonoaEAPH

Now, the area of the ellipse traced out on the oscillograph screen is

A=fv.d.x

a.	 -'. sin (wt—ô). ft. V2 ,,,cocoswt.dt=j

(where T is the periodic time)
afJI	 V

C 
2 max I sin (wt - 3) cos wt .

rzI	 V	 "max 2	 [sin (2cvl - 6) + sin 6] dt
2

i.e.	 A=.I,,V2. Sin ô.
2IT
—

since T = -
Co

Thus the area of the ellipse is proportional to V.I. sin 6, which is
the dielectric loss.

7—(T.5700
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