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VI	
Pretace

fresh headway can be made. We have indeed precisely this double
relation with A Grammar of Contemporary English: as well as producing
an epitome of the larger work, we have taken the opportunity to im-
prove the description in numerous respects. In this way, we have made
the labour of the present enterprise as fruitful and stimulating to our-
selves as we hope it will be rewarding to our students.

RQ SO

June 1973

PREFACE TO FIFTH IMPRESSION

For the hundreds of improvements incorporated since the first im-
pression, we are in large measure indebted to colleagues all over the
world who have presented us with detailed comments, whether in pub-
lished reviews or in private communications. In particular, we should
like to express our gratitude to Broder Carstensen, D. Crystal, R.
Dirven. V. Fried, G. Guntram, R. R. K. Hartmann, R. A. Hudson, Y.
Ikegami, R. Ilson, S. Jacobson, H. V. King, R. B. Long, André Moulin,
Y. Murata, N. E. Osselton, M. Rensky, M. L. Samuels, Irene Simon,
B. M. H. Strang, Gabriele Stein, M. Swan, J. Taglicht, and R. W.

Zandvoort.

January 1976
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SYMBOLS AND TECHNICAL CONVENTIONS

Since our use of symbols, abbreviations, and the like follows standard
practice, all that we need here is a visual summary of the main conven-
tions, with a brief explanation or a reference to where fuller information
is given.

4.37; App 1.12:
Cross-references are given by chapter (or appendix) and section number.

ArnE, BrE:
American English, British English (cf 1.6).

S. V, 0, C, A, O, etc.:
See 2.5ff, when italicized, strings of these symbols refer to the clause
types explained in 7.2.

a 'better GRAMmarI:
Capitals in examples indicate nuclear syllables, accents indicate the in-
tonation, raised verticals indicate stress, and long verticals tone unit
boundaries: see App 11.2ff, 7ff.

*a more better one:
A preceding asterisk indicates an unacceptable structure.

?they seem fools:
A preceding question mark indicates doubtful acceptability; combined
with an asterisk it suggests virtual unacceptability.

Help me (to) write:
Parentheses indicate optional items.

Bolinger (1971):
References at the end of a chapter are expanded in the Bibliography,
pp 462ff.

He came
fto	 (London
fromj New York

Curved braces indicate free alternatives



Symbols and technical conventions	 XI

IRe1
	 [her]

bisidoes 	best:
SheJ 
Square brackets indicate contingent alternatives: eg selection of the lop
one in the first pair entails selection of she top one in the second also.

(His [expensive (house insurance)]}:
Contrasts in bracketing give a linear indication of hierarchical struc-
ture.

/1 z/, /z/, /s/:
Slants enclose phonemic transcriptions, usually of inflections. The
symbols have widely familiar values: /i/ as in bid, /i/ as in beat, /z/ as in
zip, // as in the first syllable of alone, etc.


