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PREFACE 

In our nationallile, the Constitution is the single most important document. II is the 
embodiment 01 the supreme will of the sovereign people. II depicts the fundamental 
objectives of the state and declares the lundamental rights guaranteed to the people. It 
also states the rules governing the principal functionaries 01 the State. So the need to 
know the Constitution, its genesis and development can hardly be overemphasized. 

In retrospect, I must mention that in our history of struggle for self-determination, the 
general election of t 970-71 is a landmark. In that election, the people of the country gave 
a clear mandate of ensuring their political, social and economic rights including framing of 
a Constitution by electing the representatives from Awami League in almost all the seats of 
the then East Pakistan. But the then Pakistani military junta did not respect the mandate. 
Instead, they Started conspiracy to Irus!rate the mandate of the people. In the nigl1t 
following 25 March, 1971 the Pakistan Army cracked down and committed genocide, rape 
and crime against peace and humanity. In the backdrop of such events, Declaration of 
Independence was made by Bangabandhu on 26 March, 1971 at Dhaka. After a few days, 
the elected representatives of the people assembled on 10 April, 1971 at Mujibnagar and 
issued a formal Proclamation of Independence confirming the Declaration made by 
Bangabandhu. By the same Proclamation the representatives "as honour bound by 1118 
mandate" constituted themselves into a Constituent Assembly. On the other hand the 
people spontaneously responded to the clarion call of Bangabandhu to defend the honour 
and integrity 01 the nation, In the heroic war of liberation they made supreme sacrifice and 
achieved ultimate victory on 16 December, 1971, Thus the sovereign state of the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh was established, Thereafter, the Constituent Assembly enncted 
the Constitution, adopted it on 4 November, 1972 and it came into force on 16 December 
of the same year. 

Since commencement, the Constitution has been amended by Acts of Parliament 
and by Martial Law Proclamation Orders as well. Moreover a verdict of the Supreme Court 
dsciard the new art icle 100 ultra vires and invalid, and accordingly the original article 100 

was revived 141 DLR (1989) (AD) p. 165]. 

From time to time, compilations of the Constitution incorporating up-to-date 
amendments with referential foot-noles '.vere publ ished by this Ministry. Moreover to 
familiarize the people with the Constitu tioll, we have recently published two separnte 
pocket size compilations in Bangia and English. This elfort has been acclaimed by all 
concerned. I hope such pubtication I', iii continue ir luture. 
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However, I believe that, to know our Constitution in its correct perspective, it is also 
important to know the constitutional documents which preceded it. as they throw light on 
the underlying principles and objectives and the application of the Constitution. Therefore, 
in this compi lation, apart from the up-to-date Bangia and Eng.lish texts of the Constitution, 

. the Proclamation of Independence, which is the documented genesis of our Constitution, 
the Laws Continuance Enforcement Order, 1972, the Provisional Constitution of 
Bangladesh Order, 1972, the Constituent Assembly of Bangladesh Order, 1972 and also 
the Acts of Parliament and Martial Law Procfamation Orders amending the Constitution 
have been printed in the appendices at the end_ 

This compilation is a humble endeavour which, I hope, will meet the needs of those 
who intend to know our Constitution and its development and thereby contribute towards 
upholding constitutionalism. 

17th Jaista, 1407 B. S. 
Dated: -------------------------------

31 st May, 2000 A_ D. 

• 

Abdul Matin Khasru, M. P., 
Minister 

Ministry of Law, Justice 
and Parliamentary Allairs, 

Government of.lhe People's 
Republ ic 01 Bangladesh. 
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