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Foreword

It gives me great pleasure to write a few words in lieu of a foreword for Mahmudul
Alam's edited volume on education in Bangladesh. In Bangladesh good research is
a rarity. The universities, being primarily teaching universities, provide little scope
and incentive for research. The private research outfits are basically consulting
outfits, The lead tesearch institute in the country, BIDS (Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies), seem to be going through a ctisis of capacity and
leadership. In this context some individuals have endeavoured to devote themselves
to research as a passion. Mahmudul Alam is one such person.

In Bangladesh, following the lead given by PIDE (Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics), economic research has been concentrated in areas of
rural development, poverty and to a limited extent in monetary, fiscal and trade
issues. Industry and Demography seem to have lost its impetus and Agriculture has
become a marginalised area. The area of social economics remains largely
peripheral. Health Economies research has made 2 little headway. In this not so
encouraging environment, Mahmudul Alam has devoted his time and energy to
work on the issues related to education in Bangladesh. He has published at home
and abroad. This is a selection of his writings, five essays of which four are jointly
written. Primary and secondary educations are his primary concetns. The volume
opens with a short overview of education sector followed by deliberation on policy
formulation and role of stakeholders. The volume ends with a short discussion on
private Universities in Bangladesh. These essays are an attempt to address
important issues in a limited way and as has been said the deliberations are not
comprehensive nor are the conclusions final words on the subject.

I consider the compilation as a good endeavout. I hope Mahmudul Alam would
continue his work with greater vigor in future. I am confident that people
interested in education research would benefit from reading the book. I wish a
wide readership for the book.

Muzaffer Ahmad

Dated _ Ec0n0n_1i5t and qumcr Pm fessor
Institute of Business Adminstration (IBA)

Dhaka, January 14, 2008 University of Dhaka,
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Professor Dr. M. Farid Ahmed
B.Com [Hons.), M.Com (Dhaka)

e Tps Ry MBA (Yokohamal, Ph.D.[Nagoya)
BANGLADESH OPEN UNIVERSITY Vice-Chancellor
Foreword

It is my pleasure to write a foreword for a research publication on Bangladesh
education sector edited by Dr. Mahmudul Alam, Professor, School of Education
(SoE), Bangladesh Open University (BOU). The book is a collection of policy-
oriented research articles on important issues such as primary, secondary and
tertiary levels of education of Bangladesh/Renowned educationists/researchers of
the country have contributed in this volume.

In recent times rapid transformation of economic structure, policies and
institutions are being observed on a global scale. More so for education sector
because this is identified as crucial factor for sustainablc economic growth and
achievement of development goals. Although the country has witnessed a
significant development. in: education sector, still much more to be done. The
general observation is that if plans, policies and procedures of any programme are
drawn up in accordance with the demand of the real situation, then success of the
programme can be expected. This edited volume of rescarch studies is an attempt
to explore a sensible approach towards that end.

Any research on education sector should be of immense value to the relevant
stakeholders such as policy makers, academicians and practitioners. To illustrate, it
should be mentioned the education sector of our country absorbs the highest
amount of public (state) resources; it is about 14 per cent of the total budgetary
allocation and 2.2 per cent of the GDP. Citizens (mainly patents), philanthropic
otganisations, NGOs spend another 5-6 per cent of GDP in the sector. Education
sector is one of the largest employers in the economy; it generates employment for
about 10-12 lakhs people in the country. Therefore, I consider this volume is likely
to play an important role to the development of this sector.

I wish this book a wide readership. I commend that the contributors keep up
this type of valuable effort.

I

Professor Dr. M. Farid Ahmed
Dated: July 22, 2007 Vice Chancellor
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Chapter 1

BANGLADESH EDUCATION SECTOR - AN
OVERVIEW

Bangladesh as a country aspites to achieve the status of a reasonably
educated society. The constitution of Bangladesh! enshrines the right of
every citizen to free universal ptrimary education. The emergence of
Bangladesh after 2 bloody Liberation War in December 1971 gave impetus to
the goal of universal primary education. Different political leaders and State
functionaries running the country have given importance to this goal. As
Bangladesh became telatively more open in the 1970s and started interacting
more with the western capitalist countries, the State/government shared the
world view of UN-agencies in the field of universal primary education
(UPE)/basic education. As one of the most active least-developed countries
(LDCs), Bangladesh has supported UPE by participating in the World
Conference for Education for All (WCEFA), Jomtien, Thailand in 1990 and
in the Dakar Conference on Education for All in 2000. Therefore, both by
historical antecedents (of the Liberation War/ Constitutional imperative) and
through international treaties and commitments, Bangladesh has given high
priority to the attainment of basic education to its citizens.

In the education sector, Bangladesh — a populous and low-income
agticulture-dependent economy — started off the twenty-first century with a
mixture of achievements and challenges. The achievements were (a) high rate
of growth of primary school enrolment (gross), from around 85 per cent in
1990 to about 104 per cent in 2000; (b) high rate of growth of secondary
school enrolment (about seven per cent pet year in 1991-2000); (c) gender-
patity in both primaty and secondary enrolment; (d) an innovative and cost-
effective non-formal primary education (NFPE) delivery system organised by
NGOs, such as BRAC, Proshika, CMES, and DAM, for the socio-
economically disadvantaged children bypassed by the mainstream system; and
(e) development of private universities (numbering around 50 in 200),
bringing in long-felt elements of competitiveness, market-otientation and
diversity in the higher education subsector of the country. On the flip-side,



