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CHAPTER 1

General Provisions

Article 1 - Definition of the term "refugee"

A. For the purposes of the present Convention, the term "refugee"
sh:l apply to any person who:

(1) Has been considered a refugee under the arrangements of 12 \lay
1929 and 30 June 1928 or under the Convention of 28 October 1933 and 10
February 1938, the protocol of 14 September 1939 or the Constitution of
the International Refugee Organisation;

Decisions of non-eligibilit y taken by the International Refugee
Organisation during the period of its activities shall not prevent the status
Of refugee being accorded to persons who fulfill the conditions oil
paragraph 2 of this section;

) As a result of events occurring before 1 January 1951 and owing to
wefl-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion,
nationalit y, membership of a particular social group or political opnion,
is outside the country of his natfonnl: and is unable, or owing to sue])
fear, s unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that countr ; or
vim, not having a national i ty and being outside the countr y of his former

habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such
fear, is unwilling to return to it.

in the case of a person who has more than one nationality, the term
"the country of his nationality" shall mean each of the countries of which
he is a national, and a person shall not he deemed to he lacking the
prokiJion of tlie Cjun try of his nctionuity if, without any valid reason
based on vell-founded fear, he has not availed himself of the protection
of one of the Countries of which lie is a national.

13. (1) For the purpose of this convention, the words "events accruing
before 1 January 1951" in article 1, section A, shall be understood to mean
either (a) "events accruing in Europe before 1 January 1951"; or (b)
"events occurring in Europe or elsewhere before 1 January 1951"; and
each Contracting Slate shall make a declaration at the time cf signature,
ratification or accession, specifying which of these meanings it applic (or
the purpose of its obligations under this Convention.
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Assembly of the United Nations, these persons shall ipso facto be entitled

to the benefits of this Convention.

E. This Convention shall not apply to a person who is recognised by
the competent authorities of the country which he has taken residence as
having the rights and obligations which are attached to the possession of

the nationality of that country.

F. The provision of this Convention shall not apply to any person
with respect to whom there are serious reasons for considering that:

(a) He has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime
against humanity, as defined in the international instruments drawn up
to make provision in respect of such crime;

(b) He has committed a serious non-political crime outside the
co.:ntry of refuge prior to his admission to that country as a refugee;

(c) He has been gudty of acts contrary to the purposes and princpies

of the United Nations.

Ar/ide 2 - Gen'rti ob1ii I io:is

Fvery refugee has duties to the country in which he finds himself,
which require in particular that he conforms to its laws and regulations as
weI as to measures taken for the maintenance of public order.

Article 3 -Non discriin in alien

The Contracting States shall apply the provisions of this co:wcntion to
refugde without discrimination as to race, religion or country of origin.

ArtcTe 4 - Religion

The Contracting States shall accord to refugees within their territory
treatment at least as favourable as that accorded to their nationals with
respect to freedom to practice ther religion and freedom as regar ds the

religious education of their children.

Article 5 - Rights granted apart from this Convention

Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to impair any rights and

benefits granted by a Contracting state to refugees apart from this

Convention,
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(2) Any Contracting State that has adopted alternative (a) may at any
time extend its obligations by adopting alternative (h) ic y means of a
notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

C. This Convention shall cease to apply to any person failing under
the terms of section A if:

(1) He has voluntaril y re-availed himself of the protection of the
country of his nationalit y ; or

(2) Having lost this nationality, he has voluntaril y reacquired it ; or

(3) He has acquired a new nationality, and enjo ys t i-,e protec t iun of :he
countr y of his new nationalit y; or

(4) He has voluntaril y re-established himself in the cunt:v he

left or outside which he reamed owin to fear of persecuticu; Or

(5) He can no longer, because the circumstances in coi':wcdo:i with
which he has been recogi-.ised as a refugee have ceased to exit, continue to
refuse to avail himself cf the protection of the countr y of is national:t\;

Pro' iJod that this ;'araraph sha:l lot apulv to a rof:ooc 1iil:ng
under section A (1) of this article who is able to :;: oo compeil;ng
reasons arising out of previous persecution for refusing to a. i mseic of
the protection of the country of nationality;

(6) Being a person who has no nationalit y he s, because the
circumstances in connection with which he has been recogn:sed as a
refugee have ceased to exist, able to return to the country of his former
habitual residence;

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to a refugee falling
under section A (1) of this article who is able to invoke compelling
reasons arising out of previous persecution for refusing to return to the
country of his former habitual residence.

D. This Convention shall not apply to persons who are at present
receiving from organs or agencies of the United Nations other than the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees protection or assistance.

When such protection or assistance has ceased for any reason,
without the position of such persons being definitively settled in
accordance with the relevant resolutions adopted b y the General
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Article 6— The term "in the same circunlstarzcL's"

For the purpose of this Convention, the term "in the same
circumstances" implies that any requirements (including requirements as
to length and conditions of sojourn or residence) which the particular
individual would have to fulfill for the enjoyment of the right in question,
if he were not a refugee, must be fulfilled by him, with the exception of
requirements which by their nature a refugee is incapable of fulfilling.

Article 7 - Exemp Hon from reciprocity

1. Except where this Convention contains more favourable provisions,
a Contracting State shall accord to refugees the sn' tr :rreut as is
accorded to aliens generally.

2. After a period of there years' residence, all refugees shail enjoy
exemption from lcgislauve recipro.:itv in the territor y of the Ccnrac;ing
States.

3. Each Contracting State shall continue to accord to refugees the
rights and benefits to which they were already entitled, in the absence of
reciprocity, at the date of entry into force of this Convention for that state.

4. The Contracting State shall consider favourably the possibility of
according to refugees, in the absence of reciprocity, rights and benefits
beyond those to which they are entitled according to paragraphs 2 and 3,
and to extending exemption from reciprocity to refugees who don't fulfill
the conditions provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3.

5. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 apply both to the rights and
benefits referred to in articles 13, 18, 19, 21 and 22 of this convention and
to rights and benefits for which this Convention does not provide.

Article S - Exemption from exceptional measures

With regard to exceptional measures which may he taken against the
person, property or interests of national of foreign state, the Contracting
state shall not apply such measures to a refugee who is formally a nation
of the said State solely on account of such nationality. Contracting States
which, under their legislation, are prevented from applying the general
principle expressed in this article, shall, in appropr i ate cases, grant
exemptions in favour of such refugees.
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Article 9 - Provisional measures

Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a Contracting State, in time
of war or other grave and exceptional circumstances, from taking
provisionally measures which it considers to be essential to the national

I ecurity in the case of a particular person, pending a determination by the
Contracting state that that person is in fact a refugee and that the
continuance of such measures is necessary in his case in the interests of

national security

Article 10— Continuity of residence

1. Where a refugee has been forcibly displaced during the second
world war and removed to the territory of a Contracting State, and is
resident there, the period of such iriforced sojourn shall he considered to
have been lawful residence within that territory.

2. Where a refugee has been forcibly displaced during the Second
World War from the territory of a Contracting state and has, prior to the
date of entry into force of this Convention, returned there for the purpose
of taking up residence, the period of residence before and after such
enforced displacement shall he regarded as one uninterrupted period for

::poses for which uninterrupted residence is required.

Article 11—Refugee seamen

n the case of refugees regularly serving as crew members on board a
H: iving the flag of a Contracting State, that State shall give

s y mpathetic consideration to their establishment on its territory and the
issue of travel documents to them or their temporary admission to its
territory particularly with a view to facilitating their establishment in

anc:he: country.

CHAPTER II

Juridical Status

Article 12— Personal status

1. The personal status of a refugee shall be governed by the law of the
country of his domicile or, if he has no domicile, by the law of the country

of his residence.
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2. Rights previously acquired by a refugee and dependent or pei5arui

StatUS, more particularly rights attaching to marriage, shall be respected
by a Contracting State, subject to compliance if this be necessary, V.

the formalities required by the law of the State, provided that the right in
question is one which would have been recognised by the law of that

State had he not become a refugee.

Article 13 - Movable and immovable property

The Contracting State shall accord to a refugee treatment as
favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that
accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, as regards the
acquisition of movable and immovable property and other rights
pertaining thereto, and to leases and other contracts relating to movable

and immovable property.

Article 14 —Artistic rights and industrial property

In respect of the protection of industrial property, such as inventions,
designs or models, trade marks, trade names, and of rights in literary,
artistic and scientific works, a refugee shall he accorded in the country in

which he has hi habitual residence the same protection as is accorded to

nationals of that country. In the territor y of any other Contracting States.

he shall he accorded the same protection as is accorded in that territor y to

nations of the country in which he has his habitual residence.

Article 15 - Right of association

As regards non-political and non-profit-making associations and
trade unions the Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully
Staying in their territory the most favourable treatment accorded to
nat ion a!s cf a foreign country, in the same circumstances.

Article 16—Access to courts

1. A refugee shall have free access to the courts of law on the territory

of all Contracting States.

2. A refugee shall enjoy in the Contracting State in which he has his
habitual residence the same treatment as a national in matters pertaining
to access to the courts, including legal assistance and exemption from
caut:o judicalum sold.
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3. A refugee shall be accorded in the matters referred to in paragraph
2 in countries other than that in which he has his habitual residence the
treatment granted to a national of the country of his habitual residence.

CHAPTER Ill

Gainful Employment

Article 17— Wage-earning employment

1. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in
their territory the most favourable treatment accorded to nationals of a
foreign country in the same circumstances, as regards the right to engage
in wage-earning employment.

2. In any case, restrictive measures imposed on aliens or the
employment of aliens for the protection of the national labour market
shall not he applied to a refugee who was already exempt from them at
the date of entry into force of this Convention for the Contracting State
concerned, or who fulfils one of the following conditions:

(a) lie has completed three years' residence in the country;

(L) lie has a spouse possessing the nationality of the councry of
residence. A refugee may not invoke the benefit of this PrOvision if he has
abandoned his spouse;

(c) He has one or more children possessing the nationality of the
country of residence.

3. The Contracting State shall give sympathetic consideration to
assimilating the rights of all refugees with regard to wage earning
employment to those of nationals, and in particular of those refugees who
have entered their territory pursuant to programmes of labour
recruitment or under immigration schemes.

Article 18 - Self- e?np!o yin ent

The Contracting State shall accord to a refugee lawfully in their
territory treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, not less
favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same
circumstances, as regards the right to engage on his own account in
agriculture, industry, handicrafts and commerce and to establish
commercial and industrial companies.
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Article 19— Licrl J7rt)fc3a1;s

1. Each Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully Staying in
their territory who hold diplomas recognised by the competent
authorities of that State, and who are desirous of practicing a liberal
profession, treatment as favourable as possible and, in .'y event, not less
favourable than that accorded to aliens generaliy in the same
circumstances.

2. The Contracting States shall use their best endeavors consistently
with their laws and constitutions to secure the settlement of such re,'-,:gees
in the territories, other than the metropolitan territor y, for whose

international relations they are responsible.

CHAPTER IV

Welfare

Article 20— Rationing

Where a rationing system cxist, '.ciich applies to the op:!at -,-I' at
large and regulates the general distribution of products ir short supply,
refugees shall be accorded the same treatment as nationals.

Article 21 - Rousing

As regards housing, the Contract i ng States, in so far as the matter is
regulated by laws or regulations or is subject to the control of public
authorities, shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their territory
treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable
than that accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances.

Article 22 - Public education

1.The Contracting State shall accord to refugees the same treatment as
is accorded to nationals with respect to elementary education.

2. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees treatment as
favourable as possible, and, in any event, not less favourable than that
accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, with respect to
education other than elementary education and, in particular, as regard
access to studies, the recognition of foreign school certificates, diplomas
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and degrees, the remission of fees and charges and the award of
scholarships

Article 23 - Public relief

The Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully sta ying in
their territory the same treatment with respect to public relief and
assistance as is accorded to their nationals.

Article 24 - Labour legislation and social secw-iflj

1. The Contracting States shall accord to refuges lawfully staying in
:heir territory the same treatment as is accorded to nationals in respect of
the fo l lowing matters;

(a) In so far as such matters are governed by laws or regulations or are
subject to the control of administrative authorities: remuneration,
including family allowances where these form part of remuneration,
hours of ' york, overtime arrangements, holida y s with pay, restrictions on
home work, minimum age of emplo yment, apprenticeship and training,

omen's work and the work of young persons, and the enjoyment cf
benefits Of collective bargaining;

(b) Social security (legal provisions in respect of employment irIurv,
occupational diseases, maternit)', sickness, disability, old age, death,
unemployment, famil y responsibilities and any other 'ther contingency which
according to nationals laws or regulations, is covered by a social security
scheme), subject to the following limitations:

(i) There may be appropriate arrangements for the maintenance of
acquired rights and rights in course of acquisition;

(ii) National laws or regulations of the country of residence may
prescribe special arrangements concerning benefits or portions of
benefits which are payable wholly out of public funds, and
concerning allowances paid to persons who do not fulfil the
contribution conditions prescribed for the award of a normal pension.

2. The right to compensation for the death of a refugee resulting from
employment injury or from occupational disease shall not be affected by
the fact that the residence of the beneficiary is outside the territory of the
Contracting State.
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3. The Contracting States shall extend to' refugee the benefits of
agreements concluded between them, or which may be concluded
between them in the future, concerning the maintenance of acquired
rights and rights in the process of acquisition in regard to social security,
subject only to the conditions which apply to nationals of the States
signatory to the agreements in question.

4. The Contracting States will give sympathetic consideration to
extending to refugee so far as possible the benefits of similar agreements
which may at any time he in force between such Contracting States and
non-Contracting States.

CHAPTER V

Administrative Measures

Article 25 - 1dujjn is tm t lee assistance

. When the exercise of a right by a refugee would normailv require
the aSsit1flce of authorities cf a foreign country to ]om he c:vot have
recourse, the Contracting State in whose territory he is residing shall
arrange that such assistance be afforded to him by their own authorities
or b y an international authority.

2. The authority or authorities mentioned in paragraph 1 shall deliver
or cause to he delivered under their supervision to refugees such
documents or certifications as would normally be delivered to aliens by
or through their national authorities.

3. Documents or certfjcations so delivered shall stand in the stead of
the official instruments delivered to aliens by or through their national
authorities and shall be given credence in the absence of proof to the
Contrary.

4. Subject to such exceptional treatment as may be granted to indigent
persons, fees may be charged for thc services mentioned herein, but such
fees shall he moderate and commensurate with those charged to nationals
for similar services.

5. The provision of this article shall he without preudice to articles 27
and 28.
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Article 26— Freedom of,novement

Each Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully in its territory
the right to choose their place of residence and to move freely within its
territory subject to any regulations applicable to aliens generally in the
same circumstances.

Article 27— Identity papers

The Contracting State shall issue identity papers to any refugee in
their territory who does not possess a valid travel document

Article 28— Travel documents

1. The Contracting States shall issue to refugees lawfully staying in
their territory travel documents for the purpose of travel outside their
territory, unless compelling reasons of national security or public order
otherwise require, and the provisions of the Schedule to this Convention
shall apply with respect to such documents. The Contracting States may
issue such a travel document to any other refugee in their territory; they
shall in particular give sympathetic consideration to the issue of such a
travel document to refugees ill territory who are unable to obtain a

travel document from the country, of their lawful residence.

2. Travel documents issued to refugees under previous international
agreements by Parties thereto shall be recognised and treated by the
Contracting States in the same way as if they had been issued pursuant to

this article.
Article 29 - Fiscal charges

1. The Contracting States shall not impose upon refugees duties,
charges or taxes, of any description whatsoever, other or higher than
those which are or may be levied on their nationals in similar situations..

2. Nothing in the above paragraph shall prevent the application to

refugees of the laws and regulations concerning charges in respect of the
issue to aliens of administrative documents including identity papers.

Article 30— Transfer of assets

1. A Contracting State shall, in conformity with its laws and
regulations, permit refugees to transfer assets which have brought into its
territory, to another country where they have been admitted for the

purposes of resettlement.
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2. A Contracting State shall give sympathetic consideration to the
application of refugees for permission to transfer assets wherever they
may be and which are necessary for their resettlement in another country
to which they have been admitted.

Article 37 - Rcfugees lmlawfullij in the Country of refuge

1. The Contracting States shall not impose penalties, on account of
their illegal entry or presence, on refugees who, coming directly from a
territory where their life or freedom was threatened in the sense of article
1, enter or are present in their territory without authorization, provided
they present themselves without delay to the authorities and show good
cause for their illegal entry or presence.

2. The Contracting States shall not apply to the movements of such
refugees restrictions other than those which are necessary and such
restrictions shall only he applied until their status in the country
regularized or they obtain admission into another country. The
Contracting States shall allow such refugees a reasonable period and a1
the necessary facilities to obtain admission into another country.

.Article 32— Expulsion

1. The Contracting States shall not expel a refugee lawfully in their
territory save on grounds of national security or public order.

2. The expulsion of such a refugee shall he only in pursuance of a
decision reached in accordance with due process of law. Expect where
compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, the refugee
shall be a1loved to submit evidence to clear himself, and to appeal to and
he represented for the purpose before competent authority or a person or
persons specially designs ted by the competent authority.

3. The Contracting States shall allow such a refugee a reasonable
period within which to seek legal admission into another country. The
Contracting States reserve the right to apply during that period such
internal measures, as the y may deem necessary.

Article 33 - Prohibition of expulsion or return ("rcfoulcnrcnt")

1. No Contracting State shall expel or return ("rcfau?cr') a refugee in
any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his He or
freedom would be threatened on account of his race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group or political opinion.
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2. The benefit of the present provision may not, however, be claimed
by a refugee whom there are reasonable grounds for regarding as a
danger to the security of the country in which he is, or who, having been
convicted by a final judgement of a particularly serious crime, constitutcs

a danger to the community of that country.

Article 34- Naturalisation

The Contracting States shall as far as possible facilitate the
assimilation and naturalization of refugees. They shall in particular make
every effort to expedite naturalization proceedings and to reduce as far as
possible the charges and costs of such proceedings.

CHAPTER VI

Executory and Transitory Provisions

Article 35- Co-operation of the national authorities with the United
Nations

1. The Contracting States undertake to co-operate with the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Nefugees, or an y other

agency of the United Nations which may succeed it, in the exercise of its
functions, and shall in particular facilitate its duty of supervising the

application of the provisions of this Convention.

2. In order to enable the Office of the High Commissioner or any other
agency of the United Nations which may succeed it, to make reports to
the competent organs of the United Nations, the Contracting States
undertake to provide them in the appropriate form with information and

statistical data requested concerning:

(a) The condition of refugees,

(h) The implementation of this Convention, and

(c) La ys, regulations and decrees which are, or may hereafter he, in

force relating to refugees.

Article 36—Information on national legislation

The Contracting States shall communicate to the Secretary - General of
the United Nations the laws and regulations which they may adopt to

ensure the application of this Convention.
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Article 37- Relation to pervious conventions

Without prejudice to article 28, paragraph 2, of this Convention this
Convention replaces, as between parties to it, the Arrangements of 5 July
1922, 31 May 1924, 12 May 1926, 30 June 1928 and 30 July 1935, the
Convention of 28 October 1933 and 10 February 1938, the protocol of 14
September 1939 and the Agreement of 15 October 1946.

CHAPTER VII

Final Clauses

Article 3S - Settlement of disputes

Any dispute between Parties to this Convention relating to its
interpretation or application, which cannot he settled by other means,
shall he referred to the International Court of Justice at the request of any
one of the parties to the dispute.

Article 39— Signature, ratification and accession

1. This Convention shall be on nod icr snatwe at Goneva on 28 July
1;51 and shall thereafter he deposited with the Secretary - General of the
United Nations. It shall he open for signature at the European Office of
the United Nations from 28 July to 31 August 1951 and shall be re-opened
for signature at the Headquarters of the United Nations from 17
September 1951 to 31 December 1952.

2. This Convention shall he open for signature on behalf of all States
Members of the United Nations, and also on behalf of any other State
invited to attend the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Status of
Refugees and Stateless Persons or to which an invitation to sign will have
been addressed by the General Assembly. It shall he ratified and the
instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary - General
of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall be open from 28 July 1951 for accession by
the States referred to in paragraph 2 of this article. Accession shall he
effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary -
General of the United Nations.

Article 40— Territorial application clause

1. Any State ma y, at the time of signature, ratification or accession,
declare that this Convention shall extend to all or any of the territories for
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the international relations of which it is responsible. Such a declaration
shall take effect when the Convention enters into force for the State
concerned.

2. At an y time thereafter any such extension shall he made by
notification addressed to the Secretary - General of the United Nat-ions
and shall take effect as from the ninetieth day after the day of receipt by
the Secretary General of the United Nations of this notification, or as from
the date of entry into force of the Convention for the State concerned,
whichever is the later.

3 With respect to those territories to which this Convention is not
extended at the time of signature, ratification or accession, each State
concerned shall consider the possibility of taking the necessary steps in
order to extend the application of this Convention to such territories,
subject, -where necessar y for constitutional reasons, to the consent of the
Government of such territories.

4 rticle 41 - Federal cia use

In the case of a Federal or non-unitar y State, the IoUow ag

shall

(a) With respect to those articles of this Conventions ti-at come within
the legislative jurisdiction of the federal legislative authorit y, the
obligations of the Federal Government shall to this extent he the same as
those of parties which are not Federal States.

(b) With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within
the legislative jurisdiction of constituent States; provinces or cantons
which are not, under the constitutional system of the Federation, hound
to take legislative action, the Federal Government shall bring such articles
with a favourable recommendation to the notice of the appropriate
authorities of States, provinces or cantons at the earliest possible moment;

(c) A Federal State Party to this Convention shall, at the request of any
other Contracting State transmitted through the Secretary - General of the
United Nations, supply a statement of the law and practice of the
Federation and its constituent units in regard to any particular provision
of the Convention showing the extent to which effect has been given to
that provision by legislative or other action.
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Article 42 - Reservahio?J5

1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession, any State may
make reservations to articles of the Convention other than to articles 1, 3,
4, 16(1), 33, 36-46 inclusive.

2. Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragraph I of
this article may at any time withdraw the reservation by a
communication to that effect addressed to the Secretary - General of the
United Nations.

Article 43— Entry into force

1. This Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day
following the day of deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or
accession.

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the
deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention
shall enter into force on the ninetieth day following the date of deposit by
such State of its instrument of ratification or accession.

Article .14 - Denunciation

1. Any Contracting State may denounce this Convention at anv time
by a notification addressed to the Secretar y - General of the United
\atiens.

2. Such denunciation shall take effect for the Contracting State
concerned one year form the date upon which it is received by the
Secretary - General df the United Nations.

3. Any State which has made a declaration or :oti1ica hen under
article iO may, at any time thereafter, by a notification to the Secretary -
General of the United Nations, declare that the Convention shall cease to
extend to such territory one year after the date of receipt of the
notification by the Secretary - General.

.4r1,cle 45 -- .RL't.'ISIOI

I. Any Contracting State may request revision of this Convention at
any time by a notification addressed to the Secretar y - Genera] of the
United Nations.

2. The General .\ssemhly of the United Nations shall recommend the
steps, i f any, to be taken in respect of such request.
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Article 46—Notifications by the Secretary - General of the United
Nations

The Secretary - General of the United Nations shall inform all
Members of the United Nations and non-member States referred to in

article 39:

(a) Of declarations and notifications in accordance with section B of

article 1;

(1') Of sinature5, ratifications and accessions in accordance with

article 39;

(c) Of declarations and notifications in accordance with article 40;

(d) Of reservations and withdrawals in accordance with article 42;

(e) 01 the date on which this Convention will come into force in

accordance with article 43;

(j) Of denunciations and notifications in accordance with article 44;

(ç) Of request for revision in accordance with article 45;

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised, have signed
this Convention on behalf of their respective Governments.
DONE at Geneva, this twenty-eighth day of July, one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-one, in a single copy, of which the En glish and French

texts are equally authentic and which shall remain deposited in the archives
of the United Nations, and certified true copies of which shall be delivered
to all Members of the United Nations and to the non-member States referred

to in article 39.
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39. Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons 1934

Adopted on 28 September 1954 by a Conference of Plenipotentiarles cc 'coed iy

Economic and Social Council resolution 526 A (XVII) of 26 April 1654

Entry into force: 6 June 1950, in accordance with article 39

PREAMBLE

The H:'h Contracting Parties,

Cansidering that the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights approved on 10 December 1943 ry te
General Assembly of the United Nations have affirmed the principle that
human being shall enjoy fundamental rights and freedoms o'izhut
discrimination,

Ceosidering that the United Nations has, on various occasions,
rnanifc'ted its profound concern for stateless persons and endea'c:ed to
assure stateless persons the widest possible exercise of these fundamental
ri';hts and freedoms,

C:a'criog that only those stateless persons who are also refu , cL's are
covered by the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 3 July
1951, and that there are stateless persons who are covered by that
Convention,

Ccusideriug that it is desirable to regulate and improve the status of
stateless persons by an international agreement,

i-lane agreed as follows:

CHAPTER 1

General Provisions

Article 7 - Definition of the term "stateless person

1. For the purpose of this Convention the term "stateless person"
means a person who is not considered as a national by any State URLIL'r
the operation of its law.

2, This Convention shall not apply:
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(i) To rsons who are at present receiving from organs or agencies of
the United Nations other than the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees protection or assistance so long as they are receiving such
protection or assistance;

(ii) To persons who are recognised by the competent authorities of the
country in which they have taken residence as having the right and
obligations which are attached to the possession of the nationality of that

country;

(iii) To persons with respect to whom there are serious reasons for

considering that:

(a) They have committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a
crime against humanity, as defined in the international instruments
drawn up to make provisions in respect of such crimes;

(1) The y have committed a serious non-political crime outside the

country of their residence prior to their admission to that country;

(c) They have been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations.

Article 2 - General oblic,atioii

Every stateless person has duties to the country in which he finds
himself, which require in particular that he conform to. its laws and
regulations as well as to measures taken for the maintenance of public

order.
Article 3 -Non-discrimination

The Contractin g States shall apply the provisions of this Convention
to stateless persons without discrimination as to race, rebgion or country

of origin.

Article 4 -Religion

The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons within their
territories treatment at least as favourable as that accorded to their
nationals with respect to freedom to practice their religion and freedom
as regards the religious education of their children.

Article 5 - Rights granted apartfrom this Convention

Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to impair any right and
benefits granted by a Contracting State to stateless persons apart from

this Convention.
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Article 6 - The ferl?1 "in the some circumstances"

For the purpose of this Convention, the term "in the same
circumstances" implies that any requirements (including requirements as
to length and conditions of sojourn or residence) which the particular
individual would have to fulfil for the enjoyment of the right in question,
if he were not a stateless person, must he fulfilled by him, with the
exception of requirements which by their nature a stateless person is

incapable of fulfilling.

Article 7- Excmp tioir from reciprocity

1. Except where this Convention contains more favourahe pIo\
a Contracting State shall accord to stateless persons the same treatment as

is accorded to aliens generally.

2. After a period of three years' residence, all stateless persons shai
enjoy exemption from !egislati'e reciprocity in the territory of the

Contracting States.

3. Each Contracting State shall continue to accord to stateless persons
the rights and benefits to which they were already entitled, in the absence
of reciprocity, at the date of entry into force of this Convention for that

State.

4. The Contracting States shall consider favourably the possibility of
according to stateless persons, in the absence of reciprocity, rights and
benefits beyond those to which they are entitled according to paragraph 2

and 3, and to extending exemption from reciprocity to stateless persons
who do not fulfil the conditions provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3.

5. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 apply both to the rights and
benefits referred to in articles 13, 18, 19, 21 and 22 of this Convention and
to rights and benefits for which this Convention does not provide.

Article S -Exemption from exceptional nielSon'S

\Vith regard to exceptional measures vh:ch may he t.ien agalrt

person, Propert y or interests of natior ls or former naticnls of a f:o: n
State, the Contracting States shall not anp!v such measures to .i

pirson solel y on account of his lving previoulv posses:.i

nationality UI the foreign State in q.est:n. Contra Ltmg States

under their legislation, are preven ted f oin appl y ing the general princ1lio

expressed in this article shall, in apprgerinte cases, grant exemptions in

favor of such stateless persons.
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Article 9- r'roz'isional measures

Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a Contracting State, in time
of war o r other grave and exceptional circumstances, from taking
provisionally oleasures which it considers to be essential to the national
security in the case of a particular person, pending a determination by the
contracting State that that person is in fact a stateless person and that the
C011 tinuance of such measures is necessary in his case in the interests of
national Security.

Article 10- Continuity of residence

1Where a stateless person has been forcibly displaced during the
Second world war and removed to the territory of a Contracting State,
and is resident there, the period of such enforced sojourn shall be
considered to have been lawful residence within that territory.

2. Where a Stateless person has been forcibly displaced during the
second world war from the territory of a Contracting State and has, prior
to the date of entry into force of this Convention, returned there for the
purpose of takin up residence, the period of residence before and after
such enforced displacement shall be regarded as one uninterrupted
period for any purposes for which uninterrupted residence is required.

Article 11 - Stateless seamen

In thethe case of Stateless persons regularly servin g as crew members on
hoard a ship flying the flag of a Contracting State, that State shall give
sympathetic consideration to their establishment on its territory and the
issue of travel documents to them or their temporary admission to its
territory particularl y with a view to facilitating their establishment in
another country.

CHAPTER II

Juridical Status

Article 12 —Personal status

1. The personal status of a stateless person shall be governed by the
law of the country of his domicile or, if he has no domicile, by the law of
the country of his residence.
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2. Rights previously acquired by a stateless person and dependent on
personal statues, more particularly rights attaching to marriage, shall be
respected by a Contracting State, subject to compliance, if this be
necessary, with the formalities required by the law of the State, provided
that the right in question is one which would have been recognised by the
law of that State had he not become stateless.

Article 13 - Movable and immovable property

The Contracting States shall accord to a stateless person treatment as
favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that
accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, as regards the
acquisition of movable and immovable property and other rights
pertaining thereto, and to leases and other contracts relating to movable
and immovable property.

Article 14 - Artistic rights and industrial property

In respect of the protection of industrial property, such as inventions,
designs or models, trade marks, trade names, and of rights in literary,
artistic and scientific works, a stateless person shall he accorded in the
country in which he has his habitual residence the same protection as is
accorded to nationals of that country. In the territory of any other
Contracting State, he shall be accorded the same protection as is accorded
in that territor y to nationals of the country in which he has his habitual
residence.

Article 15— Rig/it of association

As regards non-political aiid non .profit-making associations and
trade unions the Contracting State shall accord to stateless persons
lawfully staving in their territory treatment as favourable as possible, and
ill event, net Ies Favourable than that accorded to aliens grneralv in
the rare cii :nt:n.ces.

Article 16- Access to co:its

s c re)n shalt have free access tj the Cou r  s of ac en the
territory of all Couracting States.

2 Astatel&'ss person shall enjoy in the Contracting State in which he
has his habitual residence the same treatment as a national in mattcrs
pertaining to access to the courts, including le-al assistance and
Ce<ernphon from c,nit!an judicature so/ni.
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3. A stateless person shall bl, accorded in the matters referred to in
paragraph 2 in countries other than that in which he has his habitual
residence the treatment granted to a national of the country of his
habitual residence.

CHAPTER III

Gainful Employment

Article 17- Wage-earning employment

1. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lawfully
staying in there territory treatment as favourable as possible and, in any
event, not less favourable that that accorded to aliens-generally in the
same circumstances, as regards the right to engage in wage-earning
employment.

2.The Contracting States shall give sympathetic consideration to
assimilating the rights of all stateless persons with regard to wage-
earning employment to those of nationals, and in particular of those
stateless persons who have entered their territory pursuant to
programmes of labour recruitment or under immigration schemes.

Article iS— Self employment

The contracting States shall accord to a stateless person lawfully in
their territory treatment as favourable than that accorded to aliens
generally in the same circumstances, as regards the right to engage on his
own account in agriculture, industry, handicrafts and commerce and to
establish commercial and industrial companies.

Article 19— Liberal professions

Each Contracting State shall accord to stateless persons lawfully
staying in their territory who hold diplomas recognised by the competent
authorities of that State, and who are desirous of practicing a liberal
profession, treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, not less
favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same
circumstances.

iA	 •
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CHAPTER IV

Welfare

Article 20-Rationing

Where a rationing system exits, which applies to the population at
large and regulates the general distribution of products in short supply,
stateless persons shall be accorded the same treatment as nationals.

Article 21 -Housing

As regards housing, the Contracting States, in so far as the matter is
regulated by laws or regulations or is subject to the control of public
authorities, shall accord to stateless persons lawfully staying in their
territory treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, not less
favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same
circumstances.

Article 22 - Public education

l.The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons the same
treatment as is accorded to nationals with respect to elementary
education.

2. The Contracting state shall accord to stateless persons treatment as
favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that
accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, with respect to
education other than elementary education and, in particular, as regards
access to studies, the recognition of foreign school certificate, diplomas
and degrees, the remission of fees and charges and the award of
scholarships.

Article 23 - Public relief

The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lawfully
staying in their territory the same treatment with respect to public relief
and assistance as is accorded to their nationals.

Article 24 - Labour legislation and social security

I. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons 1awIully
staying in their territory the same treatment as is accorded to nat:onals in
respect of the following matters:

(a) In so far as such matters are governed by laws or regulations or are
subject to the control of administrative authorities; remuneration,
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including family allowances where this form part of remuneration, hou:s
of work, overtime arrangements, holidays with pay, restrictions on home
work, minimum age of employment, apprenticeship and training,
women's work and the work of young persons, and the enjoyment of the
benefits of collective bargaining;

(b) Social security (legal provision in respect of employment injury,
occupational diseases, maternity, sickness, disability, old age, death,
unemployment, family responsibilities and any other contingency which,
according to national laws or regLilatlon, is covered by a social security
scheme), subject to the following limitations:

(i) There may he appropriate arrangements for the maintenance of
acquired rights and rights in course of acquisition;

(ii) National laws or regulations of the country of residence may
prescribe special arrangement concerning benefits or portions of
benefits which are parable wholly out of public funds, and
concerning allowances paid to persons who do not fulfil the
contribution conditions prescribed for the award of a normal pension.

2. The right to compensation for the death of a stateless person
resulting from employment injury or from occupational disease shall not
be effected by the fact that the residence of the beneficiary is outside the
territory of the Contracting State.

3. The Contracting States shall extend to stateless persons the benefits
of agreement concluded between them, or which may be concluded
between them in the future, concerning the maintenance of acquired
rights and rights in the process of acquisition in regard to social security,
subject only to the conditions which apply to nationals of the States
signatory to the agreements in question.

4. The Contracting States will give sympathetic consideration to
extending to stateless persons so far as possible the benefits of similar
agreements which may at any time be in force between such Contracting
States and non-contracting States.

CHAPTER V

Administrative Measures

Article 25 —Administrative assistance

1. When he exercise of a right by a stateless person would normally
require the assistance of authorities of a foreign country to whom he
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cannot have recourse, the Contracting State in whose territory he is
residing shall arrange that such assistance he afforded to him by their
own authorities.

2. The authority or authorities mentioned in paragraph 1 shall deliver
or cause to be delivered under their supervision to stateless persons such
documents or certification as would normally be delivered to aliens b y or
through their national authorities.

3. Documents or certifications so delivered shall stand in the stead of
the official instruments delivered to aliens by or through their national
authorities and shall be given credence in the absence of proof to the
country.

4. 5:hject to s:ch exceptional treatment s :na y be granted to indigent
persons fees may he charged for the services mentioned herein, but such
fees shall he moderate and commensurate with those charged to nationals
for similar services.

5. The provisions of this article shall be without prejudice to article 27
and 28.

Article 26 - Freedom of movement

Each Contracting State shall accord to stateless persons lawfully in its
territory the right to choose their place of residence and to move freely
within its territory, subject to any regulations applicable to alicis
generally in the same circumstances.

Article 27— Identity papers

The Contracting States shall issue identity papers to any stateless
person in their territory who does not posses a valid travel document.

Article 28— Travel documents

The Contracting State shall issue to stateless persons lawfully staying
in their territory travel documents for the purpose of travel outside their
territory, unless compelling reasons of national security or public order
otherwise require, and the provisions of the schedule to this Convention
shall apply with respect to such documents. The Contracting State may
issue such a travel document to any other Stateless person in their
territory; they shall in particular give sympathetic consideration to the
issue of c uh a travel document to stc less persons in their tcrrtory '.\O
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are unable to obtain a travel document from the country of their lawful

residence.
Article 29- Fiscal charges

1.The Contracting State shall not impose upon stateless persons
duties, charges or taxes, of any description whatsoever, other or higher
than those which are or may be levied on their nationals in similar

situations.

2. Nothing in the above paragraph shall prevent the application to
stateless persons of the laws and regulations concerning charges in
respect of the issue to aliens of administrative documents including

identity papers.
Article 30- Transfer of assets

1. A Concerning State shall, in conformity with its laws and
regulations, permit stateless persons to transfer assets which they have

brought into its territory	 co', to another cont:v where they have been

admitted for the purposes of resettlement

2 A Contracting State shall give synuathetic consideration to the

application oi
l  persons for permission to transfer assets wherever

they may be and which are necessary for their resettlement in another

country to which they have been admitted.

Article 31 - Expulsion

1. The Contracting States shall not expel a stateless person lawfully in
their territory save on grounds of national security or public order.

2.The expulsion of such a stateless person shall be only in pursuance
of a decision reached in accordance with due process of law. Except
where compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, the
stateless person shall be allowed to submit credence to clear himself, and
to appeal to and be represented for the purpose before competed
authority or a person on persons specially designated by the competent

authority.

3. The Contracting State shall allow such a stateless person a
reasonable period within which to sees legal admission into another
country. The Contracting States reserve the right to apply during that
period such internal measures as they may deem necessary.
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Article 32— Naturalization

The Contracting States shall as far as possible facilitate the
assimilation and naturalization of stateless persons. They shall in
particular make every effort to expedite naturalization proceedings and
to reduce as far as possible the charges and costs of such proceedings.

CHAPTER VI

Final Clauses

Article 33 - Information on national legislation

The Contracting States shall communicate to the Secretary - General
of the United Nations the laws and regulations, ;\h:ch they may adopt to
ensure the application of this Convention.

Article 34 - Settlement of disputes

Any dispute between Parties to this Convention relating to its
interpretation or application which cannot he settled by other means,
shall be referred to the International Court of Justice at the recji:est of any
one of the parties to the dispute.

Article 35 - Signature, ratification and OCCCSSiOfl

1. This Convention shall he open for signature at the Headquarters of
the United Nations until 31 December 1955.

2. It shall he open for signature on behalf of:

(a) Any State member of the United Nations;

(b) Any other State invited to attend the United Nations Conference
on the Status of Stateless persons; and

(c) Any State on which an invitation to sign or to accede may be
addressed by the General Assembly of the United Nations.

3. It shall he ratified and the instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary General of the United Nations.

4. It shall he open for accession by the states referred to in paragraph 2
of this article. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument
of accession vitii the Secretary - General of the United Nations.

171



Appendix One	 V

Article 36- Territorial application clause

1. Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification or accession
declare that this Convention shall extend to all or any of the territories for
the international relations of which it is responsible. Such a declaration
shall take effect when the Convention enters into force for the State
concerned.

2. At any time thereafter any such extension shall be made by
notification addressed to the Secretary - General of the United Nations
and shall take effect as from the ninetieth da y after the day of receipt by
the Secretary -General of the United Nations of this notification, or as
from the date of entry into force of the Convention for the State
concerned, whichever is the later.

3. With respect to those territories to which this Convention is not
extended at the time of signature, ratification or accession, each State
Concerned shall consider the possibility of taking the necessary steps in
order to extend the application of this C:.nvention to such territories,
subject, where necessary for constitutional reasons, to the consent of the
Governments of such territories.

Article 37- Fcderl cliiese

In the case of a Federal or non-urti taco Stale, the following provisions
shall apply:

(a) With respect to Lhoe articles of this Convention that come-within
the legislative jurisdcrion of the federal legislative authority, the
obligation of the federal Government shall to this extent by the same as
those of Parl:es which are not Federal States;

(F) With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within
the legislative jurisdiction of constituent States, provinces or cantons
which are not, under the constituent system of the federation, bound to
take legislative action, the Federation Government shall bring such
articles with a favourable recommendation to the notice of the
appropriate authorities of States, provinces or cantons at the earliest
possible moment;

(c) A Federal State party to this Convention shall, at the request of any
other Contracting State transmitted through the Secretary - General of the
United Nation ,-,, sup p ly a Statement of the law and practice of the
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Federa tion and its constituent units in regard to arty particular pm. iin
of the Convention shoving the extent to ;hicii aflcct has bLen given to
that provision by legislative or other action.

Article 33 It escr-r'i1tions

1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession, any State may
make reservations to articles of the Convention other than to articles
1,3,1,16(1) and 33 to 42 inclusive.

2. Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragraph I of
this article may any time withdraw the reservation by a communication
to that effect addressed to the Secretary - General of the United Nations.

Article 39— En>',->J into force

1. This Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day
fo!los';ino the day of deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or
accesinn.

2. For each State ratify ing or acceding to the Convention after the
deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention
s!i enter into force on the ninetieth day foliowing tile da:e u: degcu.
such State of its instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 40 - Denunciation

I. Art y Contracting State may denounce this Convention at any time
b y a notificat:on addressed to the Secretary - General of the United
Nations.

2. Such denunciation shall take effect for the Contracting State
concerned one year from the date upon which it is received by the
Secretary - General of the United Nations.

3. An y State which has made a declaration or notification, under
article 36 may, at any time thereafter, by a notification to the Secretary -
General of the United Nations, declare that the Convention shall cease to
extend to such territory one year after the date of receipt of the
notification by the Secretary - General.

Article 41 —Revision

1. Any Contracting State may request revision of this Convention at
any time by a notification addressed to the Secretary - General of the
United Nations.
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2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall recommend the

steps, if any, to be taken in respect of such request.

Article 42 - Notification by the Secretary - General of the United Nations

The Secretary - General of the United Nations shall inform all
members of the United Nations and non-member States referred to in

article 35:

(a) Of signatures ratifications and accessions in accordance with

article 35;

(b) Of declarations and notifications in accordance with article 36;

(c) Of reservations and withdrawals in accordance with article 38;

(d) Of the date on which this Convention will come into force in

accordance with article 39;

(e) Of denunciations and notifications in accordance with article 40;

(1) Of request for revision in accordance with article 41;

IN PATH WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised, have signed
this Convention on behalf of their respective Governments.

DONE AT NEW YORK, this twenty-eighth day of September, one
thousand nine hundred and fifty-four, in a single copy, of which the
English, French and Spanish texts are equally authentic and which shall
remain deposited in the archives of the United Nations, and certified true
copies of which shall be delivered to all Members of the United Nations
and to the non-member States referred to in article 35.

40. Convention on the Nationality of Married Women 1957

Open for signature and ratification by General Assembly resolution 1010 (XI)
Of 29 January 1957

Entry info force: 11 August 1953, in accordance with article 6

The Contracting States,

Recogmuszng that, conflicts in law in practice with reference to
nationality arise as a result of provisions concerning the loss or
acquisition of nationality by women as a result of marriage, of its
dissolution or of the change of nationality by the husband during

marriage,
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Recognising that, in article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the General Assembly of the United Nations has proclaimed that
"everyone has the right to a nationality" and that "no one shall he
arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right of change his
nationality",

Desiring to co-operate with the United Nations in promoting universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to sex,

Hereby agree as hereinafter provided.

Article 1

Each Contracting State agrees that neither the celebration nor the
dissolution of a marriage between one of its nationals and an alien, nor
the change of nationality by the husband during marriage, shali
automatically affect the nationality of the wife.

Article 2

Each Contractir,g State agrees that neither the voluntary acquisition of
the nationality of another State nor the renunciation of its nationality by
one of its nationals shall prevent the retention of its nationality by the
wife of such national.

Article 3

1. Each Contracting State agrees that the alien wife of One of its
nationals may, at her request, acquire the nationality of her husband
through specially privileged naturalization procedures; the grant of such
nationality may be subject to such limitation as may be imposed in the
interests of national security or public policy.

2. Each Contracting State agrees that the present Convention shall not
be construed as affecting any legislation or judicial practice by which the
alien wife of one of its nationals may, at her request, acquire her
husband's nationality as a matter of right.

Article 4

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature and ratification
on behalf of any State member of the United Nations and also on behalf
of any other State which is or hereafter becomes a member of any
specialised agency of the United Nations, or which is or hereafter
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becomes a party to the Statute of the International Court of justice, or any
other State to which an invitation has been addressed by the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

2. The present Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of
ratification shall Lie deposited with the Secretary - General of the United
\Tations

Article 5

1. The present Convention shall he Open for accession to all States
referred to in paragraph I of article 4.

2. Accession shall 1'e effected by the deposit of an instrument of
accession with the Secretary - General of the United Nations.

Article G

1. The present Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day

following the date of deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or
accession.

2. For each State ratify ing or acceding to the Convention after the
deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention
shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after deposit by such State of its
instruir.ent of ratification or accession.

4rticle 7

I. The present cone:-tion shall apply to all non-self-governing, rust,
colonial and other non-metropolitan territories for the international
relations of which any Contracting State is responsible; the Contracting
State concerned shall, subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of the
Present article, at the time of signature ,ratification or accession declare
the non-metropolitan territory or territories to which the convention shall
apply ipso facto as a result of such signature, ratification or accession.

2. rn any case in which, for the purpose of nationality, a non-
metropolitan territory is not treated as one with the metropolitan
territory, or in any case in which the previous consent of a non-
metropolitan territory is required by the constitutional laws or practices
of the Contracting State or of the non-metropolitan territory for the
application of the Convention to that territory, that Contracting State
shall endeavor to secure the needed consent of the non-metropolitan
territory within the period of twelve months from the date of signature of
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the Convention by that Contracting State, and when such consent has
been obtained the Contracting State shall notif y the Secretary General of
the United Nations. The present Convention shall appvto the territory or
territories named in such notification from the date of its receipt by the
Secretary	er.cr1.

3. After the expirv of the t elve-munth pe:i3d mentioned in
paragraph 2 of the present article, the Contracting States concerned shall
inform the Secretary - General of the results of the consultations with
those non-metropohtan territories for whose international relations they
are resnonsible and whose consent to the a p plicat i on of the present
Convi.'iiticin ma y have been withheld.

Article S

1. At the time of sintture, ratification or access:on, any State ma.
ma<e reservat:cn n any artice of the p:esent Cc:1\ento:t other than
articles 1 and 2.

2. If an y State makes a reservation ill 	 ,mcev.jth oa:araph 1 ot
the present article, the Convention, with the e\cepticn or nose pro':ts:cns
to which the reservation relates, shall have effect as L'etn.'een the receiving
State and the other parties. The Secretary - General of the United Nations
shall communicate the te\t of the reservation to all States which are or
may become Parties to the Convention An y State Party to the
Convention or which thereafter becomes a Party may notify the Secretary
- General that it does not agree to consider itself hound by the
Convention with respect to the State making the reservation. This
notification must be made, in the case of a State already a Party, within
ninety da ys from the date of the communication l.v the Secretar y -
Genera]; and; in the case of a State subsequentl y becoming a Party, within
ninety days from the date when the instrument of ratificationor accession
is deposited. In the event that such a notification is made, the Convention
shall not he deemed to he in effect as bet.veen the State making the
notification and the State making the reservation.

3. Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragraph I of
the present article ma y at any time withdraw the reservation, in whole or
in part, after it has been accepted, by a notification to this effect addressed
to the Secretary - General of the United Nations. Such notification shall
take effect on the date on which it is received.
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Article 9

1. Any Contracting Sate may denounce the present Convention by
written notification to the Secretary - General of the United Nations.
Denunciation shall take effect one year after the date of receipt of the

notification by the Secretary - General.

2. The present Convention shall cease to be in force as from the date
when the denunciation which reduces the number of Parties to less than

six becomes effective.
Article 10

Any dispute which may arise between any two or more Contracting
States concerning the interpretation or application of the present
Convention which is not settled by negotiation, shall at the request of any
of the parties to the dispute, by referred to the International Court of
Justice for decision, unless the parties agree to another mode of

settc'ment.
Article 11

T.e Secretary - Genera] of the United Nations shall notif y all States

Members of the United Nations and the non-member States contemplated
in paragraph I of article 4 of the Convention of the following:

(a) Signatures and instruments of ratification received in accordance

with article 4;

(h) Instrument of accession received in accordance with article 5;

(c) The date upon which the present Convention enters into force in

accordance with article 6;

(e) Notification of denunciation received in accordance with
paragraph 1 of article 9;

Abrogation in accordance with paragraph 2 of article 9.

Article 12

1. The present Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts shall equally authentic, shall be deposited in
the archives of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary - General of the United Nations shall transmit a
certfed copy of the Cortvcntion to all States Members of the United
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Nations and to the non-member States contemplated in paragraph I of
article 4.

41. Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness 1961

Adopted on 30 August 1961 by a conference of Plenipotenharics which met

in 2959 and reconvened in 2662 in pursuance of General Assembly resolution

893 (IX) of 4 December 29S4

Entry into force: 23 December 1975, in accordance with article 18

The Contracting States,

Acting in pursuance of resolution 896 (IX), adopted b y the General
Assembly of the United Nations on 4 December 1954,

Considering it desirable to reduce statelessness by- international
agreement,

Have agreed asfoilaws:

Article 1

1. A Contracting State shall grant its nationality to a person born in its
territory who would otherwise be stateless. Such nationality shall be
granted:

(a) At birth, by operation of law, or

(b) Upon an application being lodged with the appropriate authority,
by or on behalf of the person concerned, in the manner prescribed by the
national law. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this article, no
such application may be rejected.

A Contracting State which provides for the grant of its nationality in
accordance with subparagraph (b) of this paragraph may also provide for
the grant of its nationality by operation of law at such age and subject to
such conditions as may be prescribed by the national law.

2. A Contraction State may make the grant of its nationality in
accordance with subparagraph (b) of paragraph I of this article subject to
one or more of the following conditions:

(a) That the application is lodged during a period, fixed by the
Contracting State, beginning not later than at the age of eighteen years
and ending not earlier than at the age of twenty-one years, so, however
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that the person concerned shall be allowed at least one year during which
he may himself make the application without having to obtain legal
authorization to do so;

(b) That the person concerned has habitually resided in the territory of
the Contracting State for such period as may be fixed by that State, not
exceeding five years immediately preceding the lodging of the
application nor ten years in all;

(C) That the person concerned has neither been convicted of an offence
against national security nor has been sentenced to imprisonment for a
term of five years or more on a criminal charge;

(d) That the person concerned has always been stateless.

3. Notwithstanding the provision of paragraph 1(b) and of this article,
a child born in wedlock in the territory of a Contracting State, whose
mother has the nationality of that State, shall acquire at birth that
nationalit y if it otherwise would he stateless.

4 A Contracting State shall grant its nationality to a person who
woud otherwise be stateless and who is unable to acquire the nationality
of the Contracting State in whose territory he was born bece:ce he has
passed the age for lodging his application or has not fulfilled the required
residence conditions, if the nationality of one of his parents at the time of
the person's birth was that of the Contracting State first above-mentioned.
If his parents did not posses the same nationality at the time of his birth,
the question whether the nationality of the person concerned should
Iolow that of the father or that of the mother shall be determined by the
national law of such Contracting State. If application for such nationality
is required, the application shall be made to the appropriate authority by
or on behalf of the applicant in the manner prescribed by the national
law. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 5 of this article, such
application shall not he refused.

5 The Contracting State may make the grant of its nationality in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of this article subject to
one or more of the following conditions;

(a) That the application is lodged before the applicant reaches an age,
being not less than twenty-three years, fixed by the Contracting State;
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(b) That the person concerned has habitually resided in the territory of
the Contractin State for such period immediately preceding the lodging
Of the app cation, not exceeding three years, as may be fixed by that
State;

(c) That the person concerned has always been stateless.

Article 2

A foundling found in the territory of a Contracting State shall, in the
absence of proof to the contrary, be considered to have been within that
territory, of parents possessing the nationality of that State.

Article 3

For the purpose of determining the obligations of Contracting States
under this Convention, birth on a ship or in an aircraft shall be deemed to
have taken place in the territory of the State whose flag the ship flies or in
the territory of the State in which the aircraft is registered, as the case may
he.

Article 4

I. A Contracting State shall grant its nationality to a person, not born
in the territory, of a Contracting State, who would otherwise be stateless,
if the nationality of one of his parents at the time of the person's birth was
that of that State. If his parents did not possess the same nationality at the
time of his birth, the question whether the nationality- of the person
concerned should follow that of the father or that of the mother shall he
determined by the national law of such Contracting State. Nationality
granted in accordance with the previsions of this paragraph shall be
granted:

(a) At birth, by operation of law, or

(b) Upon an application being lodged with the appropriate authority
by or behalf of the person concerned, in the manner prescribed by the
national law. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this article, no
such application may be rejected.

2. A Contracting State may make the grant of its nationality in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article subject to
one or more of the following conditions:
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(a) That the application is lodged before the applicant reaches an
being not less than twenty-three years, fixed by the Contracting State;

(b) That the person concerned has habitually resided in the territory of
the Contracting State for such period immediately preceding the lodging
of the application, not exceeding three years, as may be fixed by that

States;

(c) That the person concerned has not been convicted of an offence
against national security;

(II) That the person concerned has always been stateless.

Article 5

1. If the law of a Contracting State entails loss of nationality as a
consequence of any charge in the personal status of a person such as
marriage, termination of marriage, legitirnisation, recognition or
adoption, such loss shall be conditional upon possession or acquisition of
another nationality.

2. If, under the law of a Contracting State, a child born out of wedlock
loses the nationality of that State in consequence of a recognition of
affiliation, he shall be given an opportunity to recover that nationality by
written application to the appropriate authority, and the conditions
governing such application shall not he more rigorous than those laid
down in paragraph 2 of article 1 of this Convention.

Article 6

If the law of a Contracting State provides for loss of its nationality by
a person's spouse or children as a consequent of that person losing or
being deprived of that nationality, such loss shall he conditional upon
their possession or acquisition of another nationality.

Article 7

1. (a) If the law of a Contracting State entails loss or renunciation of
nationality, such renunciation shall not result in loss of nationality unless
the person concerned possesses or acquires another nationality;

(b) The provisions of subparagraph (a) of this paragraph shall not
apply where their application would be inconsistent with the principles
stated in articles 13 and 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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approved oil 	 December 1943 by the General Assembly of the United

Nations.

2. A national of a Contracting State who seeks naturalization in a
foreign country shall not lose his nationality unless he acquires or has
been accorded assurance of acquiring the nationalIty of that foreign

country.

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraphs 4 and 5 of this article, a
national of a Contracting State shall not lose his nationality, so as to
become stateless, on the ground of departure, residence abroad, failure to
register or on any similar ground.

4. A naturalized person may lose his nationality on account of
residence abroad for a period, not less than seven consecutive years,
specified by the law of the Contracting State concerned if he fails to
declare to the appropriate authority his intention to retain his nationality.

5. In the case of a national of a Contracting State, born outside its
territory, the law of that State may make the retention of its nationality
after the expfry of one year from his attailunghis n1aority concliticna
upon residence at that time in the territory of the State or registration
with the appropriate authority.

6. Except in the circumstances mentioned in this article, a person shall
not lose the nationality of a Contracting State, if such loss would render
him stateless, notwithstanding that such loss is not expressly prohibited
by any other provision of this Convention.

Article S

1. A Contracting State shall not deprive a person of his nationality if
such deprivation would render him stateless.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, a
person may be deprived of the nationality of a Contracting State:

(1) in the circumstances in which, under paragraphs 4 and 5 of article
7, it is permissible that a person should lose his nationality;

(h) Where the nationality has been obtained by misrepresentation or
fraud.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, a
Contracting State may retain the right to deprive a person of his
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nationality, if at the time of signature, ratification or accession it specifies
its retention of such right on one or more of the following grounds, being
grounds existing in its national law at that time:

(a) That, inconsistently with his duty of loyalty to the Contracting
State, the person:

(i) Has, in disregard of an express prohibition by the Contracting
State rendered or continued to render services to, or received or
continued to received emoluments form, another State, or

(ii) Has conducted himself in a manner seriously prejudicial to the
vital interests of the State.

(b) That the person has taken on oath, or made a formal declaration, of
allegiance to another State, or given definite evidence of his
determination to repudiate his allegiance to the Contracting State.

4. A Contracting State shall not exercise a power of deprivation
permitted by paragraph 2 or 3 this article except in accordance with law,
which shall provide for the person concerned the right to a fair hearing
by a court or other independent body.

Article 9

A Contracting State may not deprive any person or group of persons
of their nationality on racial, ethnic, religious or political grounds.

Article 10

1. Every treaty between Contracting States providing for the transfer
of territory shall include provision designed to secure that no person shall
become stateless as a result of the transfer. A Contracting State shall use
its best endeavors to secure that any such treaty made by it with a State
which is not a Party to this Convention includes such provisions.

2. In the absence of such provisions a Contracting State to which
territory is transferred or which acquired territory shall confer its
nationality on such persons as would otherwise become stateless as a
result of the transfer or acquisition.

Article Tli

The Contracting States shall promote the establishment within the
framework of the United Nations, as soon as may be after the deposit of
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the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, of a body to which a
person claiming the benefit of this Convention may apply for the
examination of his claim and for assistance in presenting it to the
appropriate authority.

Article 12

1. In relation to a Contracting State which does not, in accordance
with the provisions of paragraph 1 of article 1 or of article 4 of this
Convention, grant its nationality at birth by operation of law, the
provisions of paragraph I of article I or of article 4, as the case may be,
shall apply to persons horn before as well as to persons born after the
entry into force of that Convention.

2. The Provisions of paragraph 4 of article 1 of this Convention shall
apply to persons born before as well as persons born after its entry into
force. -

3. The provisions of article 2 of this Convention shall apply only to
foundlings found in the territory of a Contracting State after the entry
into force of the Convention for the State.

Article 13

This Convention shall not he construed as affecting any provisions
more conducive to the reduction of statelessness which may he contained
in the law of any Contracting State now or hereafter in force, or may he
contained in any other convention, treaty or agreement now or hereafter
in force between two or more Contracting States.

Article 14

Any dispute between Contracting States concerning the interpretation
or application of this Convention which cannot be settled by other means
shall be submitted to the International Court of Justice at the request of
any one of the parties to the dispute.

Article 15

1. This Convention shall apply to all non-self-governing, trust,
colonial and other non-metropolitan territories for the international
relations of which any Contracting State is responsible; the Contracting
State concerned shall, subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this
article, at the time of signature, ratification or accession, declare the non-
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metropolitan territory or territories to which the Convention shall apply

ipso facto as a result of such signature, ratification or accession.

2. In any case in which, for the purpose of nationality, a non-
metropolitan territory is not treated as one with the metropolitan

territory, or in any case in which the previous consent of a non-
metropolitan territory is required by the constitutional laws or practices
of the Contracting State or of the non-metropolitan territory for the
application of the Convention to that territory, that Contracting State
shall endeavor to secure the needed consent of the non-metropolitan
territory within the period of twelve months from the date of signature of
the Convention by that Contracting State, and when such consent has
been obtained the Contracting State shall notify the Secretary - General of
the United Nations. This Convention shall apply to the territory or
territories named in such notification from the date of its receipt by the

Secretary - General.

3. After the expiry of the twelve-month period mentioned in
paragraph 2 of this article, the Contracting States concerned shall inform

the Secretar y - General of the results of the consultations with those non-
metropolitan territories for whose international relations they are
responsible and whose consent to the application of this Convention may

have been withheld.
Article 16

1. This Convention shall be open for signature at the Headquarters of
the United Nations form 30 August 1961 to 31 May 1962.

2. This Convention shall be opened for signature on behalf of:

(a) Any State Member of the United Nations;

(3) Any other State invited to attend the United Nations Conference
on the Elimination or Reduction of Future Statelessness;

(c) Any State to which an invitation to sign or to accede may be
addressed by the General Assembly of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of ratification
shall be deposited with the Secretary - General of the United Nations.

4. This Convention shall be open for accession by the States referred
to in paragraph 2 of this article. Accession shall be effected by the deposit

486



Fifty Years of the Universal Declaration of Hunian Rights

of an instrument of accession with the Secretary - General of the United

Nations.
Article 27

1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession any State may
make a reservation in respect of articles 11,14 or 15.

2. No other reservation to this Convention shall he admissible.

Article 18

1. This Convention shall enter into force two years after the date of the
deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to this Convention after tNe
deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, it shall entcr
into force on the ninetieth day after the deposit by such State of it
instrument of ratification or accession or on the date on which this
Convention enters into force in accordance with the provisions of
paragraph I of this article whichever is later.

Article 19

1. Any Contracting State may denounce this Convention ani time l.
a written notification addressed to the Secretary - General of the United
Nations. Such denunciation shall take effect for the Contracting State
concerned one year after the date of its receipt by the Secretary - General.

2. In cases where, in accordance with the provisions of article 15, this
Convention has become applicable to a non-metropolitan territory of a
Contracting State, that State may at any time thereafter, with the consent
of the territory concerned, give notice to the Secretary - General of the
United Nations denouncing this Convention separately in respect to that
territory. The denunciation shall take effect one year after the date of the
receipt of such notice by the Secretary - General, who shall notify all other
Contracting States on such notice and the date of receipt thereof.

Article 20

1. The Secretary - General of the United Nations shall notify, all

Members of the United Nations and the non-member States referred to in
article 16 of the following particulars:

(a) Signature, ratification and accessions under article 16;
(h) Reservations under article 17;
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(c) The date upon which this Convention enters into force in
pursuance of article 18;

(d) Denunciations under article 19
2. The Secretary - General of the United Nations shall, after the

deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession at the latest,
bring to the attention of the General Assembly the question of the
establishment, in accordance with article 11, of such a body as therein
mentioned.

Article 21

This Convention shall be registered by the Secretary - General of the
United Nations on the date of its entry into force.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have
signed this Convention.

DONE at New York, this thirtieth day of August, one thousand nine
hundred and sixty-one, in a single copy, of which the Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic and which shall
he deposited in the archives of the United Nations, and certified copies of
which shall be delivered b y the Secretary - General of the United Nations
to all members of the United Nations and to the nonnwniber States
referred to in article 16 o this Convention.

42. Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees 2966

The PrLcc' :ris taken -:'eon'ih 7ppro:ai by the Econo-mic and Social Council in

resolution 1 7 S6 (XLI) of 18 .\ozen:ber 1966 and was taken note of by the General
Assembly in resolution 2298 (Xxi) of 16 December 1956. in the same resolution the

General Assembly requcste.i	 Secretary - General to transmit the text of the Protocol
to the States mentioned in atide V thereof, with a view to enabling them to accede to the

Protocol

Entrg into force: 4 October 1967, in accordance with article VIII

The States Parties to the present Protocol,

Considering that the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees
done at Geneva on 28 July 1951 (hereinafter referred to as the
Convention) covers only those persons who have become refugees as a
result of events occurring before 1 January 1951,
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Considering that new refugee situations have arisen since the
Convention was adopted and that the refugees concerned may therefore

not fall within the scope of the Convention,

Considering that it is desirable that equal status should be enjoyed by
all refugees covered by the definition in the Convention irrespective of

the dateline 1 January' 1951,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I - General provision

1. The States Parties to the present Protocol undertake to apply
articles 2 to 34 inclusive of the Convention to refugees as hereinafter

defined.

2. For the purpose of the present Protocol, the term "refugee" shall
except as regard the application of paragraph 3 of this article, mean any
person within the definition of article 1 of the Convention as if the words
"As a result of events occurring before 1 January 1951 and .....and the

words " ...as a result of such events" , in article I A(2) were omitted.

3. The present Protocol shaU he applied by the States Parties hereto
without any geographic limitation, save that existing declarations made
by States already Parties to the Convention in accordance with article 1 B

(I) (a) of the Convention, shall, unless extended under article 1 5 (2)
thereof, apply also under the present Protocol.

Article ii - Co-Operation of the national authorities with the United

Nations

1, The States Parties to the present Protocol undertake to co-operate
with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
or any other agency of the United Nations which may succeed it, in the
exercise of its functions, and shall in particular facilitate its duty of
supervising the application of the provisions of the present Protocol.

2. In order to enable the Office of the High Commissioner or any other
agency of the United Nations which may succeed it, to make report to the
competent organs of the United Nations, the States Parties to the present
Protocol undertake to provide them with the information and statistical
data requested, in the appropriate form, concerning:

(a) The condition of refugees;

(b) The implementation of the present Protocol;
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(c) Laws, regulations and decrees which are, or may hereafter be, in

force relating to refugees.

Article Ill - Information on national legislation

The States Parties to the present Protocol shall communicate to the
Secretary - General of the United Nations the laws and regulations which
they may adopt to ensure the application of the present Protocol.

Article 1V— Settlement of disputes

Any dispute between States Parties to the present Protocol which
relates to its interpretation or application and which cannot be settled by
other means shall he referred to the International Court of Justice at the
request of any one of the Parties to the dispute.

Article V—Accession

The present Protocol shall he open for accession on behalf of all States
Parties to the Convention and of any State Member of the United Nations
or member of any of the specialised agencies or to which an invitation to
accede may have been addressed by the General Assembly of the United
Nations. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of
accession with the Secretary - General of the United Nations.

Article VI -Federal Clause

In the case of a Federal or non-unitary State, the following provisions
shall apply;

(a) With respect to those articles of the Convention to be applied in
accordance with article 1, of the present Protocol that come within the
legislative jurisdiction of the federal legislative authority, the obligations
of the Federal Government shall to this extent be the same as those of
States Part i es which are not Federal States;

(b) With respect to those article of the Convention to be applied in
accordance with article I, paragraph 1, of the present Protocol that come
within the legislative jurisdiction of constituent States, provinces or
cantons which are not, under the constitutional system of the Federation,
bound to take legislative action, the Federal Government shall bring such
articles with a favourable recommendation to the notice of the
appropriate authorities of States, provinces or cantons at the earliest
possible moment;
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(c) A Federal State Party to the present Protocol shall, at the request of

any other State Party hereto transmitted through the Secretary - General
of the United Nations, supply a statement of the law and practice of the
Federation and its constituent units in regard to any particular provision
of the Convention to be applied in accordance with article 1, paragraph 1,
of the present Protocol, showing the extent to which effect has been given
to that provision by legislative or other action.

Article Vii - Reservations and declarations

1. At the time of accession, any State may make reservations in respect
of article IV of the present Protocol and in respect of the application in
Convention with article I of the present Protocol of any provisions of the
Convention other than those contained in article 1, 3, 4, 16(1) and 33
thereof, provided that in the case of a State Party to the Convention
reservations made under this article shall not extend to refugees in
respect of whom the Convention applies.

2. Reservations made by States Parties to the Convention in
accordance with article 42 thereof shall, unless withdrawn, be applicable
in relation to their obligations under the present Protocol.

3. Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragraph I.of
this article may at any time withdraw such reservation by a
communication to that effect addressed to the Secretary - General of the
United Nations.

4. Declaration made under article 40, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the
Convention by a.State Party thereto which accedes to the present Protocol
shall be deemed to apply in respect of the present Protocol, unless upon
accession a notification to the contrary is addressed by the State Party
concerned to the Secretary - General of the United Nations. The
provisions of article 40, paragraphs 2 and 3, and of article 44, paragraph 3,
of the Convention shall be deemed to apply mutatis mutandis to the
present Protocol.

Article '711 - Entry into force

1. The present Protocol shall come into force on the day of deposit of
the sixth instrument of accession.
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2. For each State acceding to the Protocol after the deposit of the sixth
instrument of accession, the Protocol shall come into force on the date of
deposit by such State of its instrument of accession.

Article IX— Denunciation

1. Any state Party hereto may denounce this Protocol at any time by a
notification addressed to the Secretary - General of the United Nations.

2. Such denunciation shall take effect for the State Party concerned
one year from the date on which it is received by the Secretary - General
of the United Nations.

Article X— Notifications by the Secretary General of the United ?ations

The Secretary. - General of the United Nations shall inform the States
referred to in article V above of the date of entry into force, accessions,
reservations and withdrawals of reservations to and denunciations of the
present Protocol, and of declarations and notifications relating hereto.

Article XI - Deposit in the archives of the Secretariat of the United Vations

A copy of the present Protocol, of which the Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, signed by the President
of the General Assembly and by the Secretary - General of the United
Nations, shall be deposited in the archives of the Secretariat of the United
Nations. The Secretar - General will transmit certified copies thereof to
all States Members of the United Nations and to the other States referred
to in article V above.
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L. The Proclamation of Teheran 1968

Proclaimed by the international conference on Human Rights at Teheran on 13

May 1968

The International Conji'rence on Human Rights,

Having met at Teheran from April 22 to la y 13, 196S to review the
progress made in the twenty years since the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and to formulate a programme for the
future,

Having cons fien'i the problems relating to the activities of the United
Nations for the promotion and encouragement of respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Bearing in nthzd the resolutions adopted b y the Conference,

Noting that he observance of the International Year for Human Rights
takes place at a time when the world is undergoing a process of
unprecedented change,

Having regard to the new opportunities made available by the rapid
progress of science and technology,

Believing that, in an age when conflict and violence prevail in many
parts of the world, the fact of human interdependence and the need for
human solidarity are more evident than ever before,

Recognising that peace is the universal aspiration of mankind and that
peace and justice are indispensable to the full realisation of human rights
and fundamental freedoms,

Solemnly 1nrociaims that

1. It is imperative that the members of the international community
fulfil their solemn obligations to promote and encourage respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinctions of
any kind such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinions;

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states a common
understanding of the peoples of the world concerning the inalienable and
inviolable rights of all memherd of the human family and constitutes an
obligation for the members of the international community;
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3. The International Covenant on Civil and Poi:tical Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination as well as other conventions and declarations in the
field of human rights adopted under the auspices of the United Nations,
the specialised agencies and the regional intergovernmental
organisations, have created new standards and obligations to which
States should conform;

4. Since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
the United nations has made substantial progress in defining standards
for the enjoyment and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms. During this period many important international instruments
were adopted but much remains to be done in regard to the
implementation of those rights and freedoms;

5. The primary aim of the United Nations in the sphere of human
rights is the achievement by each individual of the maximum freedom
and dignity. For the realisation of this objective, the laws of every country
should grant each individual, irrespective of race, lar.guage, religion or
political belief, freedom of expression, of information, of conscience and
of religion, as well as the right to participate in the political, economic,
cultural and social life of his country;

6. States should reaffirm their determination effectively to enforce the
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and in other
international instruments that concern human rights and fundamental

freedoms;

7. Gross denials of human rights under the repugnant policy of
apartheid is a matter of the gravest concern to the international
community. This policy of Apartheid, condemned as a crime against
humanity, continues seriously to disturb international peace and securit);.
It is therefore imperative for the international community to use every
Possible means to eradicate this evil. The struggle against apartheid is

recognised as legitimate;

8. The Peoples of the world must be made fully aware of the evils of
racial discrimination and must join in combating them. The
implementation of this principle of non-discrimination, embodied in the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and other international instruments in the field of human rights,
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constitutes a most urgent task of mankind at the international as well as
at the national level. All ideologies based on racial superiority and
intolerance must he condemned and resisted;

9. Eight years after the General Assembly's Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples the
problems of colonialism continue to preoccupy the international
community. It is a matter of urgency that all Member States should co-
operate with the appropriate organs of the United Nations so that
effective measures can be taken to ensure that the Declaration is fully

implemented;

10. Massive denials of human rights, arising out of aggression or any
armed conflict with their tragic consequences, and resulting in untold
human misery, engender reactions which could engulf the world in ever

Cr rowing hostilities. It is the obligation of the international community to

co-operate in eradicating such scourges;

Ii. Gross denials of human rights arising from discrimination of
grounds of race, religion, belief or expressions of opinion outrage the
conscience of mankind and endanger the foundations of freedom, justice

and peace in the world;

12. The widening gap between the economically developed and
developing countries impedes the realisation of human rights in the
international community. The failure of the Development Decade to reach
its modest objectives makes it all the more imperative for every nation,
according to its capacities, to make the maximum possible effort to close

this gap;

13. Since human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible, the
full realisation of civil and political rights without the enjoyment of
economic, social and cultural rights is impossibe. The achievement of
lasting progress in the implementation of human rights is dependent
upon sound and effective national and international policies of economic

and social development;

14. The existence of over seven hundred million illiterates throughout
the world is an enormous obstacle to all efforts at realizing the aims and
purposes of the Charter of United Nations and the provisions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. International action aimed at
eradicating illiteracy from the face of the earth and promoting education

at all levels requires urgent attention;
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15. The discrimination of which women are still victims in various
regions of the world must be eliminated. An inferior status for women is
contrary to the Charter of the United Nations as well as the provisions of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The full implementation of
the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women is a
necessity for the progress of mankind;

16. The protection of the family and of the child remains the concern
of the international community. Parents have a basic human right to
determine freely and responsibly the number and the spacing of their
children;

17. The aspirations of the younger generation for a better world, in
which human rights and fundamental freedoms are fully implemented,
must he given the highest encouragement. It is imperative that youth
participate in shaping the future of mankind;

18. While recent scientific discoveries and technological advances
have opened vast prospects for economic, social and cultural progress,
such developments may nevertheless endanger the rights and freedoms
of individuals and will require continuing attention;

19. Disarmament would release immense human and material
resources now devoted to military purposes. These resources should be
used for the promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
General and complete disarmament is one of the highest aspirations of all
peoples;

Therefore,	 -

The international Conference on Human Rights,

1. Affirming its faith in the principles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other international instruments in this field,

2. Urges all peoples and governments to dedicate themselves to the
principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to
redouble their efforts to provide for all human beings a life consonant
with freedom and dignity and conducive to physical, mental, social and
spii-itual welfare.
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M. The Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action 1993

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the
World Conference on Human Rights - 1993

A/CONF. 257122 4, 25 June 2993

The World Conference on Human Rights,

Considering that the promotion and protection of human rights is a

matter of priority for the international community, and that the
Conference affords a unique opportunity to carry out a comprehensive
analysis of the international human rights system and of the machinery
for the protection of human rights, in order to enhance and thus promote
a fuller observance of those rights in a just and balanced manner,

Recognising and affirming that all human rights derive from the dignity

and worth inherent in the human pron, and that the human person is
the central subject of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
consequently should be the principal beneficiary and should participate

actively in the realisation of these rights and freedoms,

Rerirming their commitment to the purposes and principleS
contained in the Charter of the United Nations and the Uriversa]

Declaration of Human Rights,

Reaffirming 
their commitment contained in Article 56 of the Charter of

the United Nations to take joint and separate action, placing proper
emphasis on developing effective international cooperation for the
realisation of the purposes set out in Article 55, including universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms

for all,

Emphasi-z ing the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with ftc

Charter of the United Nations, to develop and encourage respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for aU, without distinction as to

race, sex, language or religion,
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Recalling the Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations, in
particular the determination to reaffirm faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, and in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations, large and small,

Recalling also the determination expressed in the Preamble of the
Charter of the United Nations to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war, to establish conditions under which justice and respect
for obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international law
can be maintained, to promote social progress and better standards of life
in larger freedom, to practice tolerance and good neighbourliness, and to
employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and
social advancement of all peoples,

Emphasizing that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
constitutes a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all
nations, is the source of inspiration and has been the basis for the United
Nations in making advances in standard setting as contained in the
existing international human rights instruments, in particular the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

Considering the major changes taking place on the international scene
and the aspirations of all the peoples for an international order based on
the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including
promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all and respect for the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples, peace, democracy, justice, equality, rule of law,
pluralism, development, better standards of living and solidarity,

Deeply concerned by various forms of discrimination and violence, to
which women continue to be exposed all over the world,

Recognising that the activities of the United Nations in the field of
human rights should be rationalized and enhanced in order to strengthen
the United Nations machinery in this field and to further the objectives of
universal respect for observance of international human rights standards,

Having taken into account the Declarations adopted by the three
regional meetings at Tunis, San Jose and Bangkok and the contributions
made by Governments, and bearing in mind the suggestions made by
intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations, as well as the
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studies prepared by independent experts during the preparatory process

leading to the World Conference on Human Rights,

Welcoming the International Year of the World's Indigenous People
1993 as a reaffirmation of the commitment of the international
community to ensure their enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms and to respect the value and diversity of their
cultures and identities,

Recognising also that the international community should devise ways

and means to remove the current obstacles and meet challenges to the full
realisation of all human rights and to prevent the continuation of human
rights violations resulting thereof throughout the world,

Invoking the spirit of our age and the realities of our time which call
upon the peoples of the world and all States Members of the United
Nations to rededicate themselves to the global task of promoting and
protecting all human rights and fundamental freedoms so as to secure
full and universal enjoyment of these rights,

Determined to take new steps forward in the commitment of the
international community with a view to achieving substantial progress in
human rights endeavours by an increased and sustained effort of
international cooperation and solidarity,

Solemnly adopts the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.

1. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the solemn
commitment of all S k ates to fulfil their obligations to promote universal
respect for and observance and protection of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, other instruments relating to human rights, and
international law. The universal nature of these rights and freedoms is
beyond question.

In this framework, enhancement of international cooperation in the
field of human rights is essential for the full achievement of the purposes
of the United Nations.

Human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birthright of all
human beings; their protection and promotion is the first responsibility of
Governments.
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2. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that
right they freely determine their political status, and freely pursue their
economic, social and cultural development.

Taking into account the particular situation of peoples under colonial
or other forms of alien domination or foreign occupation, the World
Conference on Human Rights recognises the right of peoples to take any
leg itimate action, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, to
realise their inalienable right of self determination. The World Conference
on Human Rights considers the denial of the right of self-determination
as a violation of hu-man rights and underlines the importance of the
effective realisation of this right.

In accordance with the Declaration on Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation. Among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, this shall not be
construed as authorizing or encouraging any action which would
dismember or impair, totally or in part, the territorial integrity or political
unity of sovereign and independent States conducting themselves in
compliance with the principle of equal rights and self-determination of
peoples and thus possessed of a Government representing the whole
people belonging to the territory without distinction of any king.

3. Effective international measures to guarantee and monitor the
implementation of human rights standards should be taken in respect of
people under foreign occupation, and effective legal protection against
the violation of their human rights should be provided, in accordance
with human rights norms and international law, particularly the Geneva
Persons in Time of War, of 14 August 1949, and other applicable norms of
humanitarian law.

4. The promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms must be considered as a priority objective of the United Nations
in accordance with its purposes and principles, in particular the purpose
of international cooperation. In the framework of these purposes and
principles, the promotion and protection of all human rights is a
legitimate concern of the international community. The organs and
specialised agencies related to human rights should therefore further
enhance the co-ordination of their activities based on the consistent and
objective application of international human rights instruments.
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5. All human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and
interrelated. The international community must treat human rights
globally in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing, and with the
same emphasis. While the significance of national and regional
particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds
must be borne in mind, it is the duty of States, regardless of their political,
economic and cultural s ystems, to promote and protect all human rights
and fundamental freedoms.

6. The efforts of the United Nations system towards the universal
respect for and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms
for all, contribute to the stability and well-being necessary for peaceful
and friendly relations among nations, and to improved conditions for
peace and security as well as social and economic development, in
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations.

7. The processes of promoting and protecting human rights should be
conducted in conformit y with the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations, and international law.

S. Democracy, development and respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.
Democracy is based on the freely expressed will of the people to
determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and
the full participation in all aspects of their lives. In the context of the
above, the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedom	 vs at the national and international leels should he universal and
conducted without conditions attached. The international community
should support the strengthening and promoting of democracy,
development and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in
the entire world.

9. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that least
developed countries committed to the process of democratization and
economic reforms, many of which are in Africa, should be supported by
the international community in order to succeed in their transition to
democracy and economic development.

10. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the right to
development, as established in the Declaration on the Right to
Development, as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of
fundamental human rights.
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As stated in the Declaration on the Right to Development, the human
person is the central subject of development.

While development facilitates the enjoyment of all human rights, the
lack of development may not be invoked to justify the abridgement of
internationally recognised human rights.

States should co-operate with each other in ensuring development
and eliminating obstacles to development. The international community
should promote an effective international cooperation for the realisation
of the right to development and the elimination of obstacles to
development.

Lasting progress towards the implementation of the right to
development requires effective development policies at the national level,
as well as equitable economic relations and a favourable economic
environment at the international level.

11. The right to development should be fulfilled so as to meet
equitably the developmental and environmental needs of present and
future generations. The World Conference on Human Rights recognises
that illicit dumping of toxic and dangerous substances and waste
potentially constitutes a serious threat to the human rights to life and
health of everyone.

Consequently, the World Conference on Human Rights calls on all
States to adopt and vigorously implement existing conventions relating to
the dumping of toxic and dangerous products and waste and to co-
operate in the prevention of illicit dumping.

Everyone has the right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and
its applications. The World Conference on Human Rights notes that
certain advances, notably in the biomedical and life sciences as well as in
information technology, my have potentially adverse consequences for
the integrity, dignity and human rights of the individual, and calls for
international cooperation to ensure that human rights and dignity are
fully respected in this area of universal concern.

12. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon the
international community to make all efforts to help alleviate the external
debt burden of developing countries, in order to supplement the efforts of
the Governments of such countries to attain the full realisation of the
economic, social and cultural rights of their people.
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13. There is a need for States and international organisations, in
cooperation with non-governmental organisations, to create favourable
conditions at the national, regional and international levels to ensure the
full and effective enjoyment of human rights. States should eliminate all
violations of human rights and their causes, as well as obstacles to the

enjoyment of these rights.

14. The existence of widespread extreme poverty inhibits the full and
effective enjoyment of human rights; its immediate alleviation and
eventual elimination must remain a high priority for the inter-national

cornmurtity.

15. Respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms without
distinction of any kind is a fundamental rule of international human
rights law. The speed)' and comprehensive elimination of all forms of
racism and racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance is a
priori' task for the international community. Governments should take
effective measures to prevent and combat them. Groups, institutions,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations and irdividuas

are urged to intensify their efforts in cooperating and coordinating their

activities against these evis.

16. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the progress
made in dismantling apartheid and calls upon the international
community and the United Nations system to assist in this process.

The World Conference on Human Rights also deplores the continuing
acts of violence aimed at undermining the quest for a peaceful

dismantling of apartheid.

17. The acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations as well as linkage in some countries to drug trafficking are
activities aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundamental
freedoms and democracy, threatening territorial integrity, security of
States and destabilizing legitimately constituted Governments. The
international community should take the necessary steps to enhance

cooperation to prevent and combat terrorism.

IS. The human rights of women and of the girl child are an
inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights. The
full and equal participation of women in political, civil, economic, social
and cultural life, at the national, regional cid international levels, and the
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eradication of all forms of discrimination or, grounds of sex are priority
objectives of the international community.

Gender-based violence and all forms of sexual harassment and
exploitation, including those resulting from cultural prejudice and
international trafficking, are in compatible with the dignity and worth of
the human person, and must be eliminated. This can be achieved by legal
measures and through national action and international cooperation in
such fields as economic and social development, education, safe
maternity and health care, and social support.

The human rights of women should form an integral part of the
United Nations human rights activities, including the promotion of all
human rights instruments relating to women.

The World Conference on Human Rights urges Governments,
institutions, intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations to
intensify their efforts for the protection and promotion of human rights of
women and the girl-child.

19. Considering the importance of the promotion and protection of
the rights of persons belonging to riunorhics and the contribution of such
promotion and protection to the political and social stability of the States
in which such persons live,

The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the obligation of
States to ensure that persons belonging to minorities may exercise fully
and effectively all human rights and fundamental freedoms without any
discrimination and in full equality before the law in accordance with the
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belor.ging to National or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities.

The persons belonging to minorities have the right to enjoy their own
culture, to profess and practise their own religion and to use their own
language in private and in public, freely and without interference or any
form of discrimination.

20. The World Conference on Human Rights recognises the inherent
dignity and the unique contribution of indigenous people to the
development and plurality of society and strongly reaffirms the
commitment of the international community to their economic, social and
cultural well-being and their enjoyment of the fruits of sustainable
development. States should ensure the full and free participation of
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indigenous people in all aspects of society, in particular in matters of
concern to them. Considering the importance of the promotion and
protection of the rights of indigenous people, and the contribution of such
promotion and protection to the political and social stability of the States
in which such people live, States should, in accordance with international
law, take concerted positive steps to ensure respect for all human rights
and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people, on the basis of equality
and non-discrimination, and recognise the value and diversity of their
distinct identities, cultures and social organisation.

21. The World Conference on Human Rights, wel-coming the early
ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by a large
number of States and noting the recognition of the human rights of
children in the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children and Plan of Action adopted by the World
Summit for Children, urges universal ratification of the Convention by
1995 and its effective implementation by States parties through the
adoption of all the necessary legislative, administrative and other
measures and the allocation to the maximum extent of the available
resources. In all actions concerning children, non-discrimination and the
best interest of the cbld should he primary considerations and the views
of the child given due weight. National and international mechanisms
and programmes should be strengthened for the defence and protection
of children, in particular, the girl-child, abandoned children, street
children, economically and sexually exploited children, including
through child pornography, child prostitution or sale of organs, children
victi;ns of diseases including acquired immunodefeciency syndrome,
riugee and displaced children, children in detention, children in armed
conflict, as well as children victims of famine and drought and other
emergencies. International cooperation and solidarity should be
promoted to support the implementation of the Convention and the
rights of the child should he a priority in the United Nations system-wide
action on human rights.

The World Conference on Human Rights also stresses that the child
for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality should
grow up in a family environment which accordingly merits broader
protection.

22. Special attention needs to be paid to ensuring non-discrimination,
and the equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms

505



I M1. WR

Appendix One

by disabled persons, .nc]uding their active participation in all aspects of
society

23. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that everyone,
without distinction of any kind, is entitled to the right to seek and to
enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution, as well as the right to
return to one's own country. In this respect it stresses the importance of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 1951 Convent-ion relating
to the Status of Refugees, its 1967 Protocol and regional instruments. If
expresses its appreciation to States that continue to admit and host large
numbers of refugees for its dedication to its task. It also expresses its
appreciation to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East.

The World Conference on Human Rights recognises that gross
violations of human rights, including in armed conflicts, are among the
multiple and complex factors leading to displacement of people.

The World Conference on Human Rights recognises that, in view of
the complexities of the global refugee crisis and in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations, relevant interi,t-ional instruments and
internat i onal solidarity and in the spirit burden-sharing a
comprehensive approach by the international corninu fty is needed in co-
ordination and cooperation with the countries concerrd and relevant
organisations, bearing in mind the mandate of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees. This should include the deveiornent of
strategies to address the root causes and effects of movements of rLfugees
and other displaced persons, the strengthening of emergLcy
preparedness and response mechanisms, the provision of effectiv
protection and assistance, bearing in mind the special needs of women
and children as well as the achievement of durable solutions, primarily
through the preferred solution of dignified and safe voluntary
repatriation, including solutions such as those adopted by the
international refugee conferences. The World Conference on Human
Rights underlines the responsibilities of States, particularly as they relate
to the countries of origin.

In the light of the comprehensive approach, the World Conference on
Human Rights emphasises the importance of giving special attention
including through intergovernmental and humanitarian organisations
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and finding lasting solutions to questions related to internally displaced
persons including their voluntary and safe return and rehabilitation.

In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the
principles of humanitarian law, the World Conference on Human Rights
further emphasises the importance of and the need for humanitarian
assistance to victims of all natural and man-made disasters.

24. Great importance must be given to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of persons belonging to groups which have been
rendered vulnerable, including migrant workers, the elimination of all
forms of discrimination against them and the strengthening and more
effective implementation of existing human rights instruments. States
have an obligation to create and maintain adequate measures at the
national level in particular in the fields of education, health and social
support for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons in
vulnerable sectors of their populations and to ensure the participation of
those among them who are interested in finding a solution to their own
problems.

25 The World Conference On llunian Rights affirms tat e\tr:1:e
poverty and social exclusion constitute a violation of human dgaity and
that urgent steps are necessary to achieve better knowledge of extreme
poverty and its causes, including those related to the problem of
development, in order to promote the human rights of the poorest, and to
put an end to extreme poverty and social exclusion and to promote the
enjoyment of the fruits of social progress. It is essential for States to foster
participation by The poorest people in the decision-making process by the
community in which they live, the promotion of human rights and efforts
to combat extreme poverty.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights wel-comes the progress
made in the codification of human rights instruments, which is a dynamic
and evolving process, and urges the universal ratification of human rights
treaties. All States are encouraged to accede to these international
instruments; all States are encouraged to avoid as far as possible, the
resort to reservations.

27. Every State should provide an effective framework of remedies to
redress human rights grievances or violations. The administrat ion of
justice, including law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies and,
especially, an independent judiciary and legal prcfession in full
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conformity with applicable standards contained in international human
rights instruments, are essential to the full and non-discriminatory
realisation of human rights and indispensable to the processes of
democracy and sustainable development. In this context ,institutions
concerned with the administration of justice should be properly funded,
and an increased level of both technical and financial assistance should he
provided by the international community. It is incumbent upon the
United Nations to make use of special programmes of advisory services
on a priority basis for the achievement of a strong and inciepenent

administration of justice.

23. The World Conference oil Rights expresses its dismay at
nassive violations of human rights especially in the forrn of genocide,
ethnic cleansing and systematic rape of women in war s i t ations,

creating mass exodus of refugees and displaced persons. While strongly.
condemning such abhorrent practices it reiterates the call
perpetrators of such crimes he punished and such practices immediately

stopped.

29. The World Conference oil 	 Rights expresses grave concern
cnt con n; human rights violations in all parts of the world in

disregard of standards as contained in international human rights
instruments and international humanitarian law and about the lack of

sufficient and effective remedies for the victims.

The World Conference oil Rights is deeply concerned about
violations of human rights during armed conflicts, affecting the civilian
population, especially women, children, the elderly and the disabled. The
Conference therefore calls upon States and all parties to armed conflicts
strictly to observe international humanitarian law, as set forth in the
Geneva Conventions of 1949 and other rules and principles of
international law, as well as minimum standards for protection of human
rights, as laid down in international conventions.

The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the right of the
victims to be assisted by humanitarian organisations, as set forth in the
Geneva Conventions of 1949 and other relevant instruments of
international humanitarian law and calls for the safe and timely access for

such assistance.

30. The World Conference on Human Rights also expresses its dismay
and condemnation that gross and systematic violations and situations
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that constitute serious obstacles to the full enjoyment of all human rights
continue to occur in different parts of the world. Such violations and
obstacles include, as well as torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment or punishment, summary and arbitrary executions,
disappearances, arbitrary detentions, all forms of racism, racial
discrimination and apartheid, foreign occupation and alien domination,
xenophobia, poverty, hunger and other denials of economic, social and
cultural rights, religious intolerance, terrorism, discrimination against
women and lack of the rule of law.

• 31. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon States to
refrain from any unilateral measure not in accordance with international
law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade
relations among States and impedes the full realisation of the human
rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
international human rights instruments, in particular the rights of
everyone to a standard of living adequate for their health and well-being,
including food and medical care, housing and the necessary social
services. The World Conference on Human Rights affirms that food
should not be used as a tool for political pressure.

32. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the importance
of ensuring the universality, objectivity and non- selectivity of the
consideration of human rights issues.

33. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that States are
duty-bound, as stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Nights
and in other international human rights instruments, to ensure that
education is aimed at strengthening the respect of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. The World Conference on Human Rights
emphasises the importance of incorporating the subject of human rights
education programmes and calls upon States to do so. Education should
promote understanding, tolerance, peace and friendly relations between
the nations and all racial or religious groups and encourage the
development of United Nations activities in pursuance of these
objectives. Therefore, education on human rights and the dissemination
of proper information, both theoretical and practical, play an important
role in the promotion and respect of human rights with regard to all
individuals without distinction of any kind such as race, sex, , language
or religion, and this should be integrated in the education pclicies at the
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national as well as international levels. The World Conference on Human
Rights notes that resource constraints and institutional inadequacies may
impede the immediate realisation of these objectives.

34. Increased efforts should be made to assist countries which so
request to create the conditions whereby each individual can enjoy
universal human rights and fundamental freedoms. Governments, the
United Nations system as well as other multilateral organisations are
urged to increase considerably the resources allocated to programmes
aiming at the establishment and strengthening of national legislation,
national institutions and related infrastructures which uphold the rule of
law and democracy, electoral assistance, human rights awareness
through training, teaching and education, popular participation and civil
society.

The programmes of advisory services and technical cooperation
under the Centre for Human Rights should be strengthened as well as
made more efficient and transparent and thus become a major
contribution to improving respect for human rights. States are called
upon to increase their contributions to this programmes, both through
promoting a larger allocation from the United Nations regular budget,
and throu gh voluntary contributions.o

35. The full and effective implementation of United Nations activities
to promote and protect human rights must reflect the high importance
accorded to human rights by the Charter of the demands of the United
Nations human rights activities, as mandated by Member States. To this
end, United Nations human rights activities should be provided with
increased resources.

36. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the important
and constructive role played by national institutions for the promotion
and protection of human rights, in particular in their advisory capacity to
the competent authorities, their role in remedying human rights
violations, in the dissemination of human rights information, and
education in human rights.

The World Conference on Human Rights encourages the
establishment and strengthening of national institutions, having regard to
the "Principles relating to the status of national institutions" and
recognising that it is the right of each State to choose the framework
which is best suited to its particular needs at the nation level.
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37. Regional arrangements play a fundamental role in promoting and
protecting human rights. They should reinforce universal human rights
standards, as contained in international human rights instruments, and
their protection. The World Conference on Human Rights endorses
efforts under way to strengthen these arrangements and to indrease their
effectiveness, while at the same time stressing the importance of
cooperation with the United Nations human rights activities.

The World Conference on Human Rights reiterates the need to
consider the possibility of establishing regional and subregional
arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights where
they do not already exist.

38. The World Conference on Human Rights recognises the important
role of non-governmental organisations in the promotion of all human
rights and in humanitarian activities at national, regional and
international, levels. The World Conference on Human Rights appreciates
there contribution to increasing public awareness of human rights issues,
to the conduct of education, training and research in this field, and to the
promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.
While recognising that the primary responsibility for standard-setting lies
with States, the conference also appreciates the contribution of non-
governmental organisations to this process. In this respect, the World
Conference on Human Rights emphasises the importance of continued
dialogue and cooperation between Governments and non-governmental
organisations and their members genuinely involved in the field of
human rights should enjoy the rights and freedoms recognised in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and freedom may not be
exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.
Non-governmental organisations should be free to carry out there human
rights activities, without interference, within the frameworks of national
law and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

39. Underlining the importance of objective, responsible and impartial
information about human rights and humanitarian issues, the World
Conference on Human Rights encourages the increased involvement of
the media, for whom freedom and protection should be guaranteed
within the framework of national law.
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II

A. Increased co-ordination on lie man rights within the United Nat ions

S/5EC1e

I. The World Conference on Human Fights recommends increased
co-ordination in support of human rights and fundamental freedoms
within the United Nations system. To this end, the World Conference on
Human Rights urges all United Nations organs, bodies and the
specialised agencies whose activities deal with human rights to co-
operate in order to strengthen, rationalize and streamline their activities,
taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication. The
World Conference on Human Rights also recommends to the Secretary -
General that high-level officials of relevant United Nations bodies and
specialised agencies at their annual meeting, besides coordinating their
activities, also assess the impact of their strategies and policies on the
enjoyment of all human rights.

2. Furthermore, the World Conference on Human Rights calls on
regional organisations and prominent international and regional finance
and development institutions to assess also the impact of their policies
a: ci piograiiime on the enjoyment of human rigitt.

3. The World Conference on Human Rights recognises that relevant
specialised agencies and bodies and institutions of the United Nations
system as well as other relevant intergovernmental organisations whose
activities deal with human rights play a vital role in the formulation,
promotion and implementation of human rights standards, within their
respective mandates, and should take into account the outcome of the
World Conference on Human Rights within their fields of competence.

4. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recommends that
a concerted effort be made to encourage and facilitate the ratification of
and accession or succession to international human rights treaties and
protocols adopted within the framework of the United Nations system
with the aim of universal acceptance. The Secretary - General, in
consultation with treaty bodies, should consider opening a dialogue with
States not having acceded to these human rights treaties, in order to
identify obstacles and to seek ways of overcoming them.

5. The World Conference on Human Rights encourages States to
consider limiting the extent of any reservations they lodge to
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international human rights instruments, formulate any reservations as
precisely and narrowly as possible, ensure that none is incompatible with
the object and purpose of the relevant treaty and regularly review any

reservations with a view to withdrawing them.

6. The World Conference on Human Rights, recognising the need to

maintain consistency with the high quality of existing international
standards and to avoid proliferation of human rights instruments,
reaffirms the guidelines relating to the elaboration of new international
instruments contained in General Assembly resolution 41/120 of 4
December 1986 and calls on the United Nations human rights bodies,
when considering the elaboration of new international standards, to keep
those guidelines in mind, to consult with human rights treaty bodies on
the necessity for drafting new standards and to request theSecretariat to
carry out technical reviews of proposed new instruments.

7. The World Conference on Human Rihts recommends that human
rights officers be assigned if and when necessary to regional offices of the
United Nations Organisation with the purpose of disseminating

inforiiation anci offerino, t raining and other technical assktance in the

field of human rights upon the request of concerned Member States.
Human rights training for international civil servants who are assigned to
work relating to human rights should be organised.

8. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the convening
of emergency sessions of the Commission on Human Rights as a positive
initiative and that other ways of responding to acute violations of human
rights he considered by the relevant organs of the United Nations system.

Resources

9, The World Conference on Human Rights, concerned b y the

growing disparity between the activities of the Centre for Human Rights

and the human, financial and other resources available to carry them out,

and bearing in mind the resources needed for other important United
Nations programmes, requests the Secretary-General and the General
Assembly to take immediate steps to increase substantially the resources
for the human rights programme form within the existing and future
regular budgets of the United Nations, and to take urgent steps to seek
increased extrabudgetary resources.
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10. Within this famvork an increased proportion of the regular
budget 5hould be allocated directly to the centre for Human Rights to
cover its costs and all other costs borne by the Centre for Human Rights,
including those related to the United Nations human rights bodies.
Voluntary funding of the Centre's technical cooperation activities should
reinforce this enhanced budget; the World Conference on Human Rights
calls for generous contributions to the existing trust funds.

11. The World Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary -
General and the General Assembly to provide sufficient human, financial
and other resources to the Centre for Human Rights to enable if
effectively, efficiently and expeditiously to carry out its activities.

12. The World Conference on Human Rights, noting the need to
ensure that human and financial resources are available to carry out the
human tights activities, as mandated by intergovernmental bodies, urges
the Secretary - General, in accordance with Article 101 of the Charter (f
the United Nations, and Member States to adopt a coherent approach
aimed at securing that resources commensurate to the increased
mandates are allocated to the Secretariat. The World Conference on
Human Rights invites the Secretary - General to consider whether
adjustments to procedures in the programme budget cycle would he
necessary or helpful to ensure the time1y, .dLctive implementation of
human rights activities as mandated by Member States.

Centre for Human Rights

13. The World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance
of strengthening the United Nations Centre for Human Rights.

14. The Centre for Human Rights should play an important role in
coordinating system-wide attention for human rights. The focal role of
the Centre can best be realised if it is enabled to co-operate fully with
other United Nations bodies and organs. The coordinating role of the
Centre for Human Rights also implies that the office of the Centre for
Human Rights in New York is strengthened.

15. The Centre for Human Rights should be assured adequate means
for the system of thematic and country rapporteurs, experts, working
groups and treaty bodies. Follow-up on recommendations should become
a priority matter for consideration by the Commission on Human Rights.
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16. The Centre for Human Rights should assume a larger role in the
promotion of human rights. This role could be given shape through
cooperation with Member States and by an enhanced p.-ogramme of
advisory services and technical assistance. The existing voluntary funds
will have to be expanded substantially for these purposes and should be
managed in a more efficient and coordinated way. All activities should
follow strict and transparent project management rules and regular
programme and project evaluations should be held periodically. To this
end, the results of such evaluation exercises and other relevant
information should be made available regularly. The Centre should in
particular, organise at least once a year information meeting open to all
Member States and organisations directly involved in these projects and

programmes.

Adaptation and strengthening of the United Nations machinery for
human rights, including the question of the establishment of a United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

17. The World Conference on Human Rights recc nse te necessity
u continuing adaptation of the United Nations rights

machinery to the current and future needs in the promotion and
protection of human rights, as reflected in the present Dec'aration and
within the framework of a balanced and sustainable development for all
people. In particular, the United Nations human rights oas should
improve their co-odination, efficiency and effectiveness.

18. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends to the
General Assembly that when examining the report of the C::ference at
its forty—eighth session, it begin, as a matter of priority, cons:ieration of
the question of the establishment of a High Commissioner for Human
Rights for the promotion and protection of all human rights.

B. Equality, dignity and tolerance

1. Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other fc':ans of
intolerance

19. The World Conference on Human Rights considers the eiminatiofl
of racism and racial discrimination, in particular in their instimtionalized

such as apartheid or resulting from doctrines of racial superiority
or exclusivity or contemporary forms and manifestations of racism, as a
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primary objective for the international community and a worldwide
promotion programme in the field of human rights. United Nations
organs and agencies should strengthen their efforts to implement such a
programme of action related to the third decade to combat racism and
racial discrimination as well as subsequent mandates to the same end.
The World Conference on Human Rights strongly appeals to the
international commun i ty to contribute generously to the Trust Fund for
the Programme for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination.

20. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all Governments
to take immediate measures and to develop strong policies to prevent
and combat all forms and manifestations of racism, xenophobia or related
intolerance, where necessary by enactment of appropriate legislation,
including penal measures, and by the establishment of national
institutions to combat such phenomena.

21. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the decision of
the Commission on Human Rights to appoint a Special Rapporteur on
conten-aorarv forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance. The World Conference on Hui T-hts also appeals
to all States parties to the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination to consider making the declaration
under article 14 of the Convention.

22. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon all
Governments to take all appropriate measures in compliance with their
international obligations and with due regard to their respective legal
systems to counter intolerance and related violence based on religion or
belief, including practices of discrimination against women and including
the desecration of religions sites, recognising that every individual has
the right to freedom of thought, coiiscience, expression and religion. The
Conference also invites all States to put into practice the provisions of the
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.

23, The World Conference on Human Right stresses that all persons
who perpetrate or authorise criminal acts associated with ethnic cleansing
are individually responsible and accountable for such human rights
violations, and that the international community should exert every effort
to bring those legally responsible for such violations to justice.
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24. The World Conferefice on Human Rights call on all States to take
immediate measures, individually and collectively, to combat the practice
of ethnic cleansing to bring it quickly to an end. Victims of the abhorrent
practice of ethnic cleansing are entitled to appropriate and effective

remedies.

2. Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities

25. The World Conference on Human Rights calls on the Commission

on Human Rights to examine wa ys and means to promote and protect
effectively the rights of persons belonging to minorities as set out in the
Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities., In this context, the World Conference
on Human Rights call upon the Centre for iumam Rights to provide, at
the request of Governments concerned and as part of its programme of
advisory services and technical assistance, qualified expertise or. mnor:tv
issues and human rights, as well as on the prevention and resolution of
disutcs, to assist in existing or potential sltiitations involving :rohtie.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights urges States and the
international community to promote and protect the rights of persons
belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities in
accordance with the Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistc Minprities.

27. Measures to he taken, where appropriate, should inc.ide
facilitation of their full participation in all aspects of the political,
economic, social, religious and cultural life of society and in the economic
progress and development in their country.

Indigenous people

28. The World Conference on Human Rights calls on the Working
Group on Indigenous Populations of the Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to complete the drafting of
a declaration on the rights of indigenous people at its eleventh session.

29. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the
Commission on Human Rights consider the renewal and updating of the
mandate of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations upon
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completion of the drafting of a declaration on the rights of indigenous

people.

30. The World Conference on Human Rights also recommends that
advisory services and technical assistance programmes within the United
Nations system respond positively to requests by States for assistance
which would be of direct benefit to indigenous people. The World
Conference on Human Rights further recommends that adequate human
and financial resources be made available to the Centre for Human Rights
within the overall framework of strengthening the Centres activities as

envisaged by this document.

31. The World Conference on Human Rights urges States to ensure
the full and free participation of irligenous people in all aspects of
society, in particular in matters of concern to them.

32. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the
General Assembly proclaim an international decade of the Worlds
indigenous people, to begin from January 1994, including action -
orientated programmes to be decided upon in partnevith
indigenous people. An appropriate voiuntary trust fund should be set up
for this purpose. In the framework of such a decade, the establishment of
a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system

should be considered.

Migrant orkers

33. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all States to
guarantee the protection of the human rights of all migrant workers and

their families.

34. The World Conference on Human Rights considers that the
creation of conditions to foster greater harmony and tolerance between
migrant workers and the rest of the society of the State in which they

reside is of particular importance.

35. The World Conference on Human Rights invites States to consider

the possibility of signing and ratifying at the earliest possible time, the
International Convention on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and

Members of Their Families.
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3. The equal status and human rights of women

36. The World Conference on Human Rights urges the full and equal
enjoyment by women of all human rights and that this be a priority for
Governments and for the United Nations. The World Conference on
Human Rights also underlines the importance of the integration and full
participation of women as both agents and beneficiaries in the
development process and reiterates the objectives established on global
action for women towards sustainable and equitable development set
forth in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (Rio de

Janeiro, Brazil 3-14 June 1992).

37. The equal status of women and the human rights of women

should he ij-tegrated into the mainstream of United Nations system -
wide activity. These issues should be regularly and systematically

addressed .throughout relevant United Nations bodies and mechanisms.

In particular s steps should he taken to increase co-operation and promote
further integration of objectives and goals between the Commission on
the Status of Women, the Commission on Human Rights the Committee
for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the United Nations
Development Fund for Women, the United Nations Development
programme arJ other United Nations acencies, In this co: ext, co-

operation and co-ordination should he strengthened between the Center
for Human Rights and the Division for the Advancement of Women.

38. In particular, the World Conference on Human Rights stresses the
importance of working towards the elimination of violence against
women in public and private life, the elimination of all forms of sexual
harassment, exploitation and trafficking in women, the elimination of
gender bias in the administration of justice and the eradication of any
conflicts which may arise between the rights of women and the harmful
effects of certain traditional or customary practices cultural prejudices
and religious extremism. The World Conference on Human Rights calls
upon the General Assembly to adopt the draft declaration on violence
against women and urges States to combat violence against women in
accordance with its provisions. Violations of the human rights of women
in situations of armed conflict are violations of the fundamental
principles of international human rights and humanitarian law. Al]
violations of this kind, including in particular murder, systematic rape,
sexual slavery, and forced pregnancy, require a particularly effecti' e

response.
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39. The World Conference on Human Rights urges the eradication of
all forms of discrimination against women, both hidden and overt. The
United Nations should encourage the goal of universal ratification by all
States of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women by the year 2000. Ways and means of
addressing the particularly large number of reservations to the
Convention should be encouraged. inter alia, the Committee on the

Elimination of Discrimination against Women should continue its review
of reservations to the Convention. States are urged to withdraw
reservations that are contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention
or which are otherwise incompatible with international treaty law.

40. Treaty monitoring bodies should disseminate necessary
information to enable women to make more effective use of existing

impl 6mentatiOfl procedures in their pursuits of full and equal enjoyment
of human rights and non-discrimination. New procedures should also be
adopted to strengthen implementation of the commitment to women's
equality and the human rights of women. The Commiss i

o
n on the Status

of Women and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
aainst Women shouldquickly examine the possibility of introducing the
right of petition through the preparation of an optional protocol to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

Women. The World conference on Human Rights welcomes the decision
of the Commission on Human Rights to consider the appointment of a

s pecial rapporteur on violence against women at its fiftieth session.

41. The World Conference on Human Rights recognises the
importance of the enjoyment by women of the highest standard of
physical and mental health throughout their life span. In the context of
the World Conference on Women and the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, as well as the
Proclamation of Teheran of 1968, the World Conference on Human Rights
reaffirms, on the basis of equality between women and men, a womans
right to accessible and adequate health care and the widest range of
family planning services, as well as equal access to education at all levels.

42. Treaty monitoring bodies should include the status of women and
the human rights of women in their deliberations and findings, making
use of gender - specific data. States should be encouraged to supply
information on the situation of women djure and defacto in their reports

to treaty monitoring bodies. The World Conference on Human Rig}i
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notes with satisfaction that the Commission on Human Rights adopted at
its forty ninth session resolution 1993/46 of 8 March 1993 stating that
rapporteurs and working groups in the field of human rights should also
be encouraged to do so. Steps should also be taken by the Division for the
Advancement of Women in co-operation with other United Nations
bodies, specially the Centre for Human Rights, to ensure that the human
rights activities of the United Nations regularly address violations of
women's human rights, including gender - specific abuses. Training for
United Nations human rights and humanitarian relief personnel to assist
them to recognise and deal with human rights abuses particular to
women and to carry out their work without gender bias should be
encouraged.

43. The World Conference orHuman Rights urges Governments and
regional and international organisations to facilitate the access of women
to decision making posts and their greater participation in the decision
making process. It encourages further steps within the United Nations
Secretariat to appoint and promote women staff members in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations, and encourages IiL principal

and subsidiary organs of the United Nations to guarantee the
participation of women under conditions of equality.

44. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the World
Conference on Women to be held in Beijing in 1995 and urges that human
rights of women should play anirnportant role i its deliberations, in
accordance with the priority themes of the World Conference on Women
of equality, development and peace.

4. The rights of the child

45. The Conference on Human Rights reiterates the principle of First

Call for Children and, in this respect, underlines the im portance of major
national and international efforts, especially those of the United Nations
Children's Fund, for promoting respect for the rights of the child to
survival, protection, development and participation.

46. Measures should be taken to achieve universal ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child by 1995 and the universal signing
of the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection a:d Development of
Children and Plan of Action adopted by the World Summit far Children,
as well as their effective implementation. The World Conference on
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Human Rights urges States to withdraw reservations to the Convention

on the Rights of the Child contrary to the object and purpose of the
Convention or otherwise contrary to international treaty law.

47. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all nations to
undertake measures to the maximum extent of their available resources,
with the support of international co-operation to achieve the goals in the
World Summit Plan of Action. The Conference calls on States to integrate
the Convention on the Rights of the Child into their national action plans.
By means of these national action plans and through international efforts,
particular priority should he placed on reducing infant and maternal
mortality rates, reducing malnutrition and illiteracy rates and providing
access to safe drinking water and to basic education. Whenever so called
for, national plans of action should be devised to combat devastating
emergencies resulting from natural disasters and armed ceiflicts and the

equally grave problem of children in extreme poverty.

43. The World Conference on Human Rights urges al tc, v.'th the

support of international co-operation, to address the acute problem of
children under especially difficult circumstances. Exploitation and abuse

of children should he activel y combated, including by addressing their
root causes Etfcctive measn:es are required against female infanticide,

harmful child labour, sale of children and organs, child prostitution, child
pornography, as well as other forms of sexual abuse.

49. The World Conference on Human Rights supports all measures by
the United Nations and its specialised agencies to ensure the effective
protection and promotion of human rights of the girl child. The World
Conference on Human Rights urges States to repeat existing laws and
regulations and remove customs and practices which discriminate against

andcause harm to the girl child.

O. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly supports the
proposal that the Secretary General initiate a study into means of
improving the protection of children in armed conflicts. Humanitarian
norms should be implemented and measure taken in order to protest and
facilitate assistance to children in war zones. Measures should include
protection for children against indiscriminate use of all weapons of war,
especially anti-personnel . mines. The need for aftercare and rehabilitation

of children traumatized by war must be addressed urgently. The
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Conference calls on the Committee on the Rights of the Child to study the
question of raising the minimum age of recruitment into armed forces.

51. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that
matters relating to human rights and the situation of children be regularly
reviewed and monitored by a]! relevant organs and mechanisms of the
United Nations system and by the supervisory bodies of the specialised

agencies in accordance with their mandates.

52. The World Conference on 1 lumanRights recognises the important

role played by non-governmental organisations in the effective
implementatior. of all human rights instruments and, in particular, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

53. The World Conference on Ilurnan Rights recommends that the
Committee oil Rights of the Child, with the assistance oi

l
 Centre

for Human Rights, be enabled expeditiousl y and effectively to meet its

mandate, espcnal!v in view of the unpreccnted e\tent of ratification
and subsequent submission of country reports.

5. 1reedon fi o:n to r:ue

54. The World conference oil welcomes tie racfcation

b y many Member States of the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or l'urvshmen: and encourages
its speedy ratification by all other Member States.

55. The World Conference on Human Rights emphas:ses that one of
the most atrocious violations against human dignity is the act of torture,
the result of which destroys the dignity and impairs the capability of
victims to continue their lives and their activities.

56. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that under
human law and international humanitarian law, freedom from torture is
a right which must he protected under all circumstances, including in
Lines of internal or international disturbance or armed conflicts.

57. The World Conference on Human Rights therefore urges all States
to put an immediate end to the practice of torture and eradicate this evil
forever through full implementation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as well as the relevant conventions and, where necessary
strengthening of existing mechanisms. The World Conference oil
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Rights calls on all States to co-operate fully with the Special RappQrteur
on the question of torture in the fulfillment of his mandate.

58. Special attention should be given to ensure universal respect for,
and effective implementation of, the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant
to the Role of Health Personnel, Particularly Physicians, in the Protection
of Prisoners and Detainees against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations.

59. The World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance
of further concrete action within the framework of the United Nations
with the view to providing assistance to victims of torture and ensure
more effective remedies for their physical, psychological and social
rehabilitation. Providing the necessary resources for this purpose should
be given high priority, infer aim, by additional contributions to the United
Nations Voluntary Fund for the Victims of Torture.

60. States should abrogate legislation leading to impunity for those
responsible for grave violations of human rights such as torture and
prosecute such violations, thereby providing a firm basis for the rule of
law.

61. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that efforts to
eradicate torture should, first and foremost, be concentrated on
prevention and, therefore, calls for the early adoption of an optional
protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Crul, Inhuman
and Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which is intended to establish a
preventive system of regular visits to places of detention.

Enforced disappearances

62. The World Conference on Human Rights welcoming the adoption
by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, calls upon all States to take
effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent,
terminate and punish acts of enforced disappearances. The World
Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that it is the duty of all States,
under any circumstances, to make investigations whenever there is
reason to believe that an enforced disappearance has taken place on a
territory under their jurisdiction- and, if allegations are confirmed, to
prosecute its perpetrators.
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6. The rights of the disabled person

63. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that all human
rights and fundamental freedoms are universal and thus unreservedly
include persons with disabilities. Every person is born equal and has the
same rights to life and welfare, education and work, living independently
and active participation in all aspects of society. Any direct
discrimination or other negative discriminatory treatment of a disabled
person is therefore a violation of his or her rights. The World CorJerence
on Human Rights calls on governments, where necessary, to adopt or
adjust legislation to assure access to these and other rights for disabled
persons.

64 The place of disabled persons is everywhere. Persons with
disahilites should be guaranteed equal opportunity through the
elimination of all socially determined barriers, he they physical, financial,
social or psychological, which exclude or restrict full participation in
Society.

Recalling the World l'rograrnrne of Action concerning Disabled
Persons, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session,
the World Conference on Human Rights calls upon the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council to adopt the draft standard rules on
the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities, at their
meetings in 1993.

C. Cooperation, development and strengthening of human rights

66. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that
priority be given to national and international action to promote
democracy, development and human rights.

67. Special emphasis should be given to measures to assist in the
strengthenin g and building of institutions relating to human rights,
strengthening of a pluralistic civil society and the protection of groups
which have been rendered vulnerable. In this context, assistance provided
upon the request to Governments for the conduct of free and fair
elections, including assistance in the human rights aspects of elections
and public information about elections, is of particular impprtar.cc.
Equally important is the assistance to be given to the strengthening of the

-- (, .
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rule of law, the promotion of freedom of expression and the

administration of justice s and to the real and effective participation of the

decision-making processes.

68. The World Conference on Human Rights stresses the need for the
implementation of strengthened advisory services and technical
assistance activities by the Centre for Human Rights. The Centre should
make available to States upon request assistance on specific human rights
issues, including the preparation of reports under human rights treaties
as well as for the implementation of coherent and comprehensive plans of
action for the promotion and protection of human rights. Strengthening
the institutions of human rights and democracy, the legal protection of
human rights, training of officials and others, broad-based education and
public information aimed at promotthg respect for human rights should
all be available as components of these programmes.

69. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recommends

that a comprehensive programme be established within the Unitedo
Nations in order to help States in the task of building and strengthening
adcoute national structures which have a direct impact on the overall
observance o human rights and the maintenance of the rule o law. Such

a programmes to he coordinated by the Centre for Human Rights, should
be able to provides upon the request of the interested Government,
technical and financial assistance to national projects in reforming penal
and correctional establishments, lucation and training of lawyers,
judges and security forces in human rights, and any other sphere of
activity relevant to the good functioning of the rule of law. That
programme should make available to States assistance for the
implementation of plans cf action for the promotion and protection of

human rights.

70. The Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary Geneal
of the United Nations to submit proposals to the United Nations General
Assembly, containing alternatives for the establishment, structure,
operational modalities and funding of the proposed proSramme.

71. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that each
State consider the desirability of drawing up a national action plan
identifying steps whereby that State would improve the promotion and

protection. of human rights.
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72. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that the
universal and inalienable right to development, as established in the
Declaration on the Right to Development, must be implemented and
realised. In this context, the World Conference on Human Rights
welcomes the appointment by the Commission on Human Rights of a
thematic working group on the right to development and urges that the
Working Group, in consultation and cooperation with other organs and
agencies of the United Nations system, promptly formulate, for early
considerahon b y the United Nations General Assembly, comprehensive
and effective measures to eliminate obstacles to the implementation and
realisation of the Declaration on the Right to Development and
recommending ways and means towards the realisation of the right to
development b y all States.

73. The World conference on Human Rights recommends that non-
governmental and other grass-roots organisations active in development
and/or human rights should be enabled to play a major role on the
national and international levels in the debate, activities and
implementation relating to the right to development and, in co-operation
%-,-ith Governments, in all relevant aspects of development co-operation.

74. The World Conference on iluman Rights appeals to Governments,
competent agencies and institutions to increase considerably the
resources devoted to building of well-functioning legal systems able to
protect human rights, and to national institut i ons working in this area.
Actors in the field of development cooperation should bear in mind the
mutually reinforcing interrelationship beheen development, democracy
and human rights. Cooperation should he based on dialogue and
transparency. The World Conference on Human Rights also calls for the
establishment of comprehensive programmes, including resource banks
of information and personnel with expertise relating to the strengthening
of the rule of law and of democratic institutions.

75. The World Conference on Human Rights encourages the
Commission on Human Rights, in cooperation with the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to continue the examination of
optional protocols to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights.

76. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that more
resources be made available for the strengthening, or the. establishment of

(S
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regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights
under the programmes of advisory services and technical assistance of
the Centre for Human Rights. States are encouraged to request assistance
for such purposes as regional and subregional workshops, seminars and
information exchanges designed to strengthen regional arrangements for
the promotion and protection of human rights in accordance with
universal human rights standards as contained in international human
rights instruments.

77. The World Conference on Human Rights supports all measures by
the United Nations and its relevant specialised agencies to ensure the

effective promotion and protection of trade union rights, as stipulated in
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
other relevant international instruments. it calls on all States to abide
fully by their obligations in this regard contained in international

instruments.

D. Human Rights Education

7S. The World Conference on Human Rights considers human rights
c:lncation, training ar.cl public inforzn.ition essential fn- the n:omction
and achievement of stable and harmonious relations among communities
and for fostering mutual understanding, tolerance and peace.

79. States should strive to eradicate illiteracy and should direct
education towards the full development of the human personality and to
the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.
The World. Conference on Human Rights calls on all States and
institutions to include human rights, humanitarian law, democracy and

raie of law as subjects in the curricula of all learning institutions in formal

and non formal settings.

SO. Human rights education should include peace, democracy,
development and social justice, as set forth in international and regional
human rights instruments, in order to achieve common understanding
and awareness w.  a view to strengthening universal commitment to

human rights.

Si. Taking into account the World Plan of Action on Education for
1-iwnan Rights and Democracy, adopted in March 1993 by the
International Congress on Education for Human Rights and Democracy
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation,
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and other human rights instruments, the World Conference on Human
Rights recommends that States develop specific programmes and
strategies for ensuring the widest human rights education and the
dissemination of public information, taking particular account of the
human rights needs of women.

82. Governments, with the assistance of intergovernmental
organisations, national institutions and non-governmental organisations,
should promote an increased awareness of human rights and mutual
tolerance. The World Conference on Human Rights underlines the
importance of strengthening the World Public Information Campaign for
Human Rights carried out by the United Nations. They should initiate
and support education in human rights and undertake effective
dissemination of public information in this field. The advisory services
and technical assistance programme of the United Nations system should
he able to respond immediately to requests from States for educational
and training activities in the field of human rights as well as for speciai
education concerning standards as contained in international human
rights instruments and in humanitarian law and their application to

- - speca roips such as mHitarv forces, law cnfccc'inent personnei. poice
and the health profession. The proclamation of a United Nations decade
for human rights education in order to promote, encourage and focus
these educational activities should be considered.

E. Implementation and monitoring methods

83. The World Conference on Human Rights urges Governments to
incorporate standards as contained in international human rights
instruments in domestic legislation and to strengt hen national structures,

institutions and organs of societ y which play a role in promoting and

safeguarding human rights.

84. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends the
strengthening of United Nations activities and programmes to meet
requests for assistance by States which want to establish or strengthen
their own national institutions for the promotion and protection of
human rights.

85. The World Conference on Human Rights also encourages the
strengthening of cooperation between national institutions for the
promotion and protection of human rights, particularly through

--
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exchanges of information and experience, as well as cooperation with
regional organisations and the United Nations.

86. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recommends in
this regard that representatives of national institutions for the promotion
and protection of human rights convene periodic meetings wider the
auspices of the Centre for Human Rights to examine ways and means of
improving their mechanisms and sharing experiences.

87. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends to the
human rights treaty bodies, to the meetings of charpersons of the treaty
bodies and to the meetings of States parties that they continue to take
steps aimed an co-ordinating the multiple reporting requirements and
guidelines for preparing State reports under the respective human rights
conventions and study the suggestion that the submission of one overall
report on treaty obligations undertaken by each State would me the
procedures more effective and increase their impact.

SS. The World Conference oil Rights recommends that the
States parties to international human rights instruments, the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council should consider studying
the existing human rights treaty bodies and the various thematic
mechanisms and procedures with a view to promoting greater efficiency
and effectiveness through better co-ordination of the various bodies,
mechanisms and procedures, taking into account the need to avoid
unnecessary duplication and overlapping of their mandates and tasks.

89. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends coitinued
work on the improvement of the functioning, including the monitoring
tasks, of the treaty bodies, taking into account multiple proposals made in
this respect, in particular those made by the treaty bodies themselves and
by the meetings of the chairpersons of the treaty bodies. The
comprehensive national approach taken by the Committee oil Rights
of the Child should also be encouraged.

93. The World Conference oil Rights recommends that States
parties to human rights treaties consider accepting all the available
optional communication procedures.

91. The World Conference on Human Rights views with concern the
issue of impunity of perpetrators of human rights violations and supports
the efforts of the Commission oil 	 Rights and the Sub-Commission
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on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to examine
all aspects of the issue.

92. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the
Commission on Human Rights examine the possibility for better
implementation of existing human rights instruments at the international
and regional levels and encourages the International Law Commission to
continue its work on an international criminal court.

93. The World Conference on Human Rights appeals to States which
have not yet done so to a ccde to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949 and the Protocols thereto, and to take all appropriate national
measures, including legislative ones, for their full implementation.

94. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends the speedy
completion and adoption of the draft declaration on the right and
responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society to promote
and protect universally recognised human rights and fundamental

-nedoms.

95. The World Conference on Human Rights underlines the
importance of preserving and strengthening the system of special
procedures, rapporteurs, representatives, experts and working groups of
the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on the
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of '.Iinorities, in order to
enable them to carry out their mandates in all countries throughout the
world, providing them with the necessary' human and financial resources.
The procedures and mechanisms should he enahed to harmonize and
rationalize their work though periodic meetings. All States are asked to
co-operate full y with these procedures and mechanisms.

96. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the
United Nations assume a more active role in the promotion and
protection of human rights in ensuring full respect for international
humanitarian, law in all sftuatjons of armed conflict, in the United
Nations.

97. The World Conference on Human Rights, recognising the
important role of human rights components in specific arrangements
concerning some peace keeping operations b y the United Nations,
recommends that the Secretary General take into account the reporting,
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experience and capabilities of the Centre for Human Rights and human
rights mechanisms, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations.

98. To strengthen the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural
rights, additional approaches should be examined, such as a system of
indicators to measure progress in the realisation of the rights set forth in
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
There must be a concerted effort to ensure recognition of economic, social
and cultural rights at the national, regional and international levels.

F. Follow-up to the World Conference on Human Rights

99. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the
General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights and other organs
and agencies of the United Nations systeyt related to human rights
consider ways and means for the full implementation, without dela y, of
the recommendations contained in the present Declaration, including the
possibility of proclaiming a United Nations decade for human rights. The
World Conference on Human Rights further recommends that the
Commission on I luman Rights annually review the progress towards this
en d.

100. The World Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary
General of the United Nations to invite on the occasion of the fiftieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights all States, all
organs and agencies of the United Nations system related to human
rights, to report to him on the pr-ogress made in the implementation of the
present Declaration and to suhrn-it a report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-third session, through the Commission on Human Rights and the
Economic and Social Council. Likewise, regional and, as appropriate,
national human rights institutions, as well as non-governmental
organisations, may present their views to the Secretary General on the
progress made in the implementation of the present Declaration. Special
attention should be paid to assessing the progress towards the goal of
universal ratification of international human rights treaties and protocols
adopted within the framework of the United Nations system.
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