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Foreword

A bcltjl \la (In klLSr t J .\ (.1'
'. rO'.fl of	 J,,	 ' T_. -'

f (I,3r	 ro F'.:',
J)h.

Fifty years ago, on 10 Dccen'.hcr, 194 the United Nations General
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Hiinian Rights. Itdid so
because "the inherent dignity ... the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human famil y is the Inundation of - . peace in the
world". This historic document - a 'vlagna Carta of Mankind', in the
phrase of the former Secretary General of the United Nations U Tl'.ant - is
the standard for mankind and nations who strive to promote the
purposes and ains of the United Nations Charter.

The 50' Anniversary of the Universal Declaration coincides with
}i c-year Jnple ctation Revk'': of the Vienna Dccl'. ra tic'.' ani
Programme of Action fVDI'A). The event affords us a unique opporn'.niry
for making an asscsment of the progress made in fift y years since the
ia picn of the Universal DeJ'.ration. It provides us also an occasi ml to

eviinote the progress ip implementing the VDPr andtaking cogi'.imnce
of the impediments to its impbownWom The rights proclaimed in the
Ln', ersal Declaraton appear njeaninjem for those whose but needs -
foci, clothing, Shelter, health care and education are not fulfilled.

On this occasion it is pertinent to mention that the emergence of
Ba::ladesh as a so.vere:gn and independent country, under the
ea.lership of our father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mi:jihi:r

Rahn '.an, on 26 March, l9Pl, was a vindication of pok tica I, clad,
economic, social and cititurat rights of our people. We vie;'.- the issue of
human rights in holistic terms and see it linked to the practice of
dernoci'ac, to respect for the rule of lee, to the pursuit of justice, t the
search for ocace, and to the quest for development. We believe that these
must he addressed in a concerted and comprehensive manner.

I thank Dr. Borhan Uddin Khan for his laudable efforts to prepare this
puhi'.catin o'.i the occasion of the 5i .-\nniversarv of the Declaration. I
hei'.; e this study 1a-ill be a valuable reference for those '.vl'.o concern
themselves with ases5ing the meaning, significance and impact of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

(Abdul Matin Nhasru) \I.F
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