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PREFACE TO THE TENTH EDITION

Interpretation of legislative enactments is a frequently arising
phenomenon before courts of law. Hence, an interpretation statute
becomes an absolute necessity in order to avoid repetition and ensure
uniformity in respect of expressions commonly found in various
enactments. The one hundred and five year old General Clauses Act
has fully achieved the above objectives.

I felt extremely happy when the Publishers M/s LexisNexis-
Butterworths requested me to revise the ninth edition of NS Bindra’s
renowned commentary on the General Clauses Act and I readily
accepted the responsibility.

Not being a work of an original nature, basic changes in the treatment
of the subject could not be made. With the relevant case law at the
appropriate places highlighting the legal principles, I am confident this
10th edn will be received well and found useful by the Bench and the
legal practitioners.

My task has been lessened by the immense assistance received from
Dr N Maheshwara Swamy, Lecturer in Law, Osmania University,
Hyderabad and Ms Manita Verma, Advocate, Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi, to whom [ am grateful.

15 Jury 2002 MN Rao
New DELHI



Prerace To THE NINTH EDITION

I have great pleasure in placing the ninth edition of the renowned book
viz NS Bindra’s General Clauses Act in the hands of the readers. Every
effort has been made to up-to-date the book in all respects. While
maintaining its originality, I have incorporated the latest cases of the
Supreme Court and High Courts of India, and have excised all redundant
matter. Many new state legislations have been added in the appendices
supported by case law wherever necessary. Errors and omissions
wherever found, have been removed to the best of my ability.

The General Clauses Act is a very important piece of legislation in the
present day judicial world, therefore, thorough knowledge of the Act
is of vital importance while interpreting the laws. The drafters and
framers of law also get immediate assistance from the Act because their
job is made easier in preparing the Draft Bills.

In_conclusion, it is hoped that this edition will prove as unique and
popular as the preceding ones.

INDEPENDENCE DAY, 1993 PrarutLa C PanT



PRerFAcE To THE FIRST EDITION

The General Clauses Act is a statute of interpretation of statutes and
therefore, necessarily features in the treatment of the law of interpretation
of statutes. In my treatise on Interpretation of Statutes, 1 have had to
comment on the General Clauses Act. There is the Central Act, and
there is the State General Clauses Act passed by each of the states
comprising India with such variations as the state laws and customs
need.

Herein, I have commented on the Central General Clauses Act, and
in order to invest it with a general and maximum utility for all the
states of India, as Appendices, I have given all the General Clauses
Acts of all the states of India, as modified and amended up to the date
of publication.

All the up-to-date decisions given under the General Clauses Act
(Central) have been noticed.

1954 NS BinDRA
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