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PREFACE

The last edition of this book was published in June 1964, and
it is now October 1968. During that time the Law of Torts
has not altered much in its general form and I was tempted to
think that a new edition would be an easy matter. When,
however, I at last set about the job of writing one.I discovered
that, taken over all, the amount of alteration in detail was very
considerable: and I am thankful to have downed my pen—
resolutely, though there have been last minute additions—
to-day. No more cases reported hereafter will be included.

I do not think I need write much by way of Preface; though
there are two areas that worry me. The first is that omne
wonders with CHAPMAN, J. (Griffiths v. Arch Engineering Co.
(Newport) Ltd., [1968] 3 All E. R. 217), whether Negligence
being now a blanket tort to covera multitude of errors (though,
the student must mark, by no means all), one should still
include a special section on liability for Dangerous Things. On
the whole I have decided ““Yes”—though the decision may
not be “mod”—because this particular kind of liability in
Negligence has, and always must have, its special problems.
For example; where liability to the person is in issue oppor-
tunities of intermediate inspection do not fall to be discussed:
things are things and people are people, and however much
courts or writers may seek to treat them as similar they retain
their special attributes. Though one must be at pains to
explain that all things which do damage are “dangerous’”’—
whether “per se”” or *‘sub modo’’ being no more than a question
of degree of care required.

The other area which concerns me is the field of Interference
with Contractual Relations. This is in process of rapid evolu-
tion and it is impossible to speculate about the direction which
this evolution will ultimately take; it is a tort which is, to put
the matter mildly, at present in a state of some confusion
dictated partly by the justifiable hesitations of the courts abor*
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viil PREFACE
the rights and duties of trade unions. So lively is this tort,
however, that both Daily Mirror Newspapers, Ltd. v. Gardner,
[1968] 2 All E. R. 163, and Torquay Hotel Co., Ltd. v. Cousins,
[1968] 3 ALl E. R. 43, have necessitated last-minute reappraisals.
1 wish to acknowledge the eagle-eyed help of my colleague,
Mr. R. T. Webb, in reading the proofs and of my Secretary,
Mrs. D. Jones, in typing a considerable amount of manuscript,
which she knows how to read but the poor printer finds difficult.
1 am again, as always, deeply indebted to Messrs. Butterworths

for much patience and understanding. '
P. 8. J.

The Faculty of Law,
Leeds University,
15tk October -
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