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contributed not only to growing pauperisation of rural people, but also to aggravated problems of
malnutrition and hunger."(Arturo Escobar, "Development Planning" in Development Studies: A
Reader ed. Stuart Corbridge, London, 1995)

The United Nations has recognised the link between human rights and development in various
conferences as well as in the Declaration on theRight to Development and the Declaration on Social
Progress and Development (see Annex-). The human rights approach to development and for
development complements existing theories and models of development, for example Amarlya Sen's
entitlements and capabilities theory. There is a natural complementarity between the entitlement/
capabilities approach which looks at the problem of poverty from the point of view of the poor and
a human rights approach which combines a vision of what ought to be with an emphasis on choices
for people and solutions in terms of the steps to be taken to achieve human rights and thereby
development.

The relationship between human rights and development is at once both simple and complex. The
negative relationship between human rights and development is self-evident. The very definition of
poverty used by UNDP - poverty means the denial of choices and opportunities for a tolerable life -
is  statement of denial of human rights and freedoms necessary to enjoy a quality of life commensurate
With human dignity.

People living in poverty are in double jeopardy. They suffer a violation of their economic rights, but
they are also at risk of discrimination and a denial of other civil and political rihts . People living in
abject poverty who daily suffer abuses of those fundamental rights necessary For survival - such as
the right to adequate housing, food and clothing, and to social security in times of need - are in no
position to contribute to their own development or that of their society.

We live in a post-modern era in which the assumptions of earlier times are being reassessed, The
recognition of the need to give greater priority to human development and to the civil, cultural,
economic, political and social rights that are the foundation of development is a part of this post-
modernist challenge.

Economists are increasingly recognising that a free market is not the answer to all ills. Checks and
balances are necessary to ensure equity and social justice. Unfortunately, checks and balances
provided by the regnant laws and lawyering have proved to be evidently inadequate. Legal scientists
andractioners also need to reassess their ideas, doctrines and methods Huma n RIght5 rind
Development is an attempt to answer that need. This book tries to provide a multi-dimensional picture
of human rights approach to development, and at the same time calls for progressive lawyering to
facilitate development.

Progressive lawyers are few in numbers and poor in material resources. But because they are strongly
committed, rich in ideas, and effective in mobilizing political support, they have had and will continue
to wield, significant power to change the law, the legal system, the profession, and the larger society.
It is expected that this book-Human Rights and Development- will encourage readers in that direction.

Dr.Mizanur Rah man 	 December .1, 2002
Editor and
Executive Director
Empowerment Through Law of The Common People (ELCOP)
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