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PREFACE TO THE EIGHTH EDITION 
The fun ctioning of a modem State has long- long before transgressed the fie ld of g(wem ance 

and embraced var io us acti v ities almos t those of its cit izens. The result was flood o f statutes -at 
times passed in haste, passed with politica l motives and /or passed under like u nsatisfac to ry 
compulsions. Such statutes in turn g,1\'e birth to varied rules of interpretations, a t times with 
such co mplex it ies as to baffle Courts. More the statutes, m ore will there be the need for rule, oi 
interp re ta tion, as afte r a ll r ules of interpretations sen'e as guides to ascertain and to 
unde rstand as far as poss ible \"ha t the Legisla ture intend ed. It is noteworthy to recall at this 
juncture the observation of Lo rd Reid: "There was a time when it was thou ght almost indecent 
to sugges t tha t Judges make law, they declared ..... But " 'e do no t belie \'e in fai ry talt:'s any 
mo re", wh ile the Supreme Court d eclared 'To-day it is no longer a matte r o f d oub t that 

. substantia l vo lume of the law gm'erning the !i \'es of citi zens, and regul.1ting the func tion o f th", 
'State flew from the d ecisions of the Superio r Cour ts ." 

My earnes t endeavour in u ndertaking the re\' ision o f thi s nlenwr"ble \' olulTle IS n C'l ,)nl\- te) 

bring the case lil\\'S rendered .by all our High COllrts and the Supreme Court upto-d"lt' bu! ,,'S,) tL) 
supplement to the exis ting' tex t/wi th addi tional va luable substance in essential detdil- cl!!!t,d 
ou t from o ur H igh Cou rts p a rticularly from the Supreme Co\r t. All la!er el.,cid,ll il)ns and 
exposit ions of th e Supreme C ouri were taken care to be reprod\ ,ced. quoted or no ted at the 
appropriate loca tions; even passages from tex t books both by indiart·al!thors and (lthe rs quoted 
by the Supreme Cou rt or any o f our High Courts a re g iven due p romin~n.ce. Indeed the Suprl'me 
Court has cau tioned that there has been an enormous grow th of Judge-rna la,,'s in o ur Cou nt !:­
to follow decisions of American and English Courts, though the Courts in India tu rn to them 
to note if a t a ll for g uidance the experience of s uch Cou r ts in administering the 1,\l\'s in the 
respec ti ve e nv ironment prevalen t in those Countries. I mus t also add that in some p laces the 
p resen t texts w ere replaced by m ore authoritative and exposi tive s tatements of In\\' pr0p0 un..:!ed 
by our High Courts as also by the Supreme Court. Bes ides m ore words and phrases \':h ich come 
up very freq uen tly fo r cons id eration were included ilcco rding to alphabetica l orde r. All ~ ,< id 

and done, the o r igina l fine ma trix, I have just p o lished . The refore. 01:, salul,ltion, to th" 
aLlth~ r. The u5e iulness of this book is exp'lic it from ce r tain e~tracts fr om it quoted tw th" 
Supreme Court in 5. Sil lidarlllll Pin,; \' . K"":,,,lyn 0,. '1 (1985) 1 SCC 59 1(61 1) (3 J.); b \ tht' 

High Court of Cu i,)r,l t in Vad" d,ml 1;11.1 Hyl·,id Ll I;."d~ " ,!i :;"ir,lk.lr.l ,\ /.1':. :.1/1 L.td. \ . :~~.;~" c· 

C!li' ;I'.!~. ( 1 9S~)5U 5TC lOS (l 12) (DB); and by Orissa H i~h Cour t in '\··W; ;.;'I D·:",..I \ . lo" '1: '.1 ,' 

8.;"". 199 1 Cr L J 159c) ( 1601 ). 

L,'S i ~, ar.\i h.,~ tl) bl.l , d\'nanlic; S(l tOt) its cOlln t ~r-F(\rt, t h~ ru le-of intt'q' ret.ltioll . St'l b: titl :: 

\,'('Irk {If r(,\ · I ::.~\."\n. nl' tulnL'ss'can be att.l ined . F0r in:;tan("e, ('tir \ {o thCrl .l:ld \-;.1:' pfl'(I.lil1~I., .. 1 h' h .' 

5\.)(i.lli:-.t-Dl)nh'(r.h.· ~· . Sin(C' t\\'O yC'ars i\nd nlore there I:' (t p rolh'lunccd dt.~\·i.lti()il ff"l..1nl th t. cl~ I .. ' . , ' 

g\),ll. Sllch ilh.ii (.1tll..)11 IS Ob\'j011S from certtlin fel.l;\.ation trorn FER:\ (1 lh i Cllslu rn~ i\ ( t ,1 ;; c\! .·l .... 

re l11lll' .11 of Cl)nt rl)!;. In Mde r to attain econNnic st"b ility un..:! to S.1\·C lndh' frum skcr e,· '-,Ilnrn.e 



INTERPRETATION OF STATIJrES

crisis, drastic changes were inducted into the life-style of our Motherland compared to those
which prevailed since Independence till three years ago. There are also threats of
privatisation of industries and public undertakings owned or controlled by the Government both
at the Central and State level. There are apprehensions that in the process of attaining
economic growth, the interests of the have-nots and under-dogs—nay even entrepreneurs and
those running industries on a moderate scale—are likely to be scarified, though the present
Government at the Centre is quite confident that India will successfully compete with other
countries both advanced and otherwise in the Global Market. Will these drastic changes in the

policy of the Government not hax e impact on the rules of interpretation?. In my opinion the

answer should be in the affirmative.

My thanks to the Publishers in entrusting this arduous work to me.

My deep indebtedness to Shri V.R. Gopalan, Advocate, Madras for the use of his neatly

maintained library.

1sf Jiilii, 1997	 —Justice K. Shanrnukhntn
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