
CHAPTER VIII

CRIMINAl.. P ROCEDURE AND LAW

I. LAW OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Laws relatine to criminal procedure has been contained in the
Code of Criminal Procedure 1898(Aci V of 198. The Code
specifies The classes of The cour-t and their urisd]cTjons in which
offenders may be prosecuted and prescribes the procedure which
is to be followed by the various criminal courts in an enquiry.
trial or an y other proceeding

Under the Code besides the Supreme Court. There are 
fi t

classes of criminal courts in Ban gladesh. namely, Courts of
Session: Metropolitan Magistrates; Magistrates of The first class;
Magistrates of the second class;Magistrates of the third class.
The eo vernment shall establish a Court of Session for ever'
sessions division, and appoint a jud g e of such Court; and the
Court of Session for a Metropolitan area shall be called the
M etropolitan Court of Session. 2 In every, district outside a
Metropolitan area the government shall appoint a Magistrate of
the first class who shall be called the District Magistrate.-)
government may place any Magisieraic of the first class or
second class in a upai//a and such Magistrate shall be called the
Upa:llia Magistrate .

Cases may be started before the criminal courts either on
report made b y the police or on complaints lod ged t%t private
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persor.s. The Code not onl y gives the rights to make complaints
to private persons but it makes it incumbent on the public to give
information to the police of the commission OT The intended
commission of certain offences. 5 The dut y of aidinQ Magistrate
and po'ice officer in making arrest and in preventing certain
offences is also laid on the public. 6 The Code also entitles
Private persons to arrest persons in certain cases and make over
persons so arrested without unnecessary dela y to a police
officer) The law enjoins all persons to attend before Magistrates
and police officers to g ive evidence about the commission of
offences within their cognizance whenever called upon to do
so.8

Offences in Ban g ladesh are either non-co g nizable in which
case a complaint to a Magistrate is normall y the only way in
which an inquiry into them can be started, or cognizabie, in

which case it is possible to set the mathinerv of law in motion
b y reportin g the matter to a police station for the police have a
duti to unvesti. vate co gnizable cases, and power to arrest without
wan-ant an y person reasonably suspeted of having concerned in
a cognizabie offence, 9 In such cases the investigation results in a
police report upon which proceedin gs in respect of the offence
are initiated before a Magistra

ThLO manner of trial of offences varies according to the

seriousness of the offence The more serious the offence the

greater the elaborateness of the procedure. No sentence of

imprisonment exceeding three months can he passed in cases
tried in a Summary manner) 0 Offence which merit a severer
punishment are tried as warrant cases 11 with a more detailed
Procedure. Offences of a still graver nature can oniv he tried h
Court of session or the Hi g h Court Division c the Supreme
Coun and secia pr:edure is provided
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The Code of Criminai procedure. 1898. provides for appeal

to the hi g her criminal court from the judgment or order of a

lower cnrninal c ourt. 13 The higher criminal court has the power

to call for records of inferior courts in some specified cases. 
14

The High Court Division of the Supreme Court has the power of

revision in some specified cases. 15 The said Division has the

inherent power to make such orders as may be necessary to give

effect to any order under this Code or to prevent abuse of the

process of any court or otherwise to secure the ends of justice. 16

Before closing the discussion a few words as regards

granting of bail may be pointed out. The Code provides that

when an y person other than a person accused of a non-bailable

offence or me person accused of a non-bailable offence is

arrested or detained without warrant by an officer in chargef a

p olice-station, or appears or is brought before a court may be

released on bail: but he shall not be so released if there appear

reasonable g rounds for believing that he has been guilty of an

offence punishable with death or transportation for life. 1 ' The

court is empowered to direct that any person under the age of

sixteen years or any women or any sick or infirm person

accused of such an offence be released on bail. 18 The court has

also the discretion to give bail to the accused at any stage of the

investigation, inquiry or trial of the case. 19

2. SUBSTANTIVE CRIMINAL LAW

The Penal Code, 1860(Act XLV of 1860), is untveralLy

acknowledged to be a monument of codification and everlasting

memorial to the high juristic attainments of its distinguished

author, 20 Lord Macaulay. The Code deals with substantive

crimes and their punishments. It provides that all persons
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irrespective of rank, nationality, caste or creed, are equally liable
for offence committed within Bangladesh. 21.

Under the Code the punishments to which the offenders are
lib1e are: death: transportation: imprisonment rigorous and
simple: forfeiture of property; and fine.22

The Code provides that when a criminal act done by several
persons. in furtherance of the common intention of all. each of
such persons is liable for that act in the same manner as if it were
done by him alone. 23 All members of an unlawful assembly are
liable for a crime committed by one of them in prosecution of the
common object24

The general exceptions in this Code by and lar g e include
most of the familiar exemptions from liability known to common
law-5 such as mistake, ignorance. accident and consent and also
the heads of want of criminal capacity like infancy. insanity.
drunkenness and coercion. 26 The right of priva	 efence may
be exercised to forestall offences against th	 v. thefi.
robbery. mischief and criminal trespass, even v	 directed
against the person or property of another.27

Homicide is murder, punishable with death or transportation
for life, on proof of an intention to cause death or an injury
sufficient in the ordinary course of nature to cause the death of
an average man, or if the victim is subject to a physical infirmity
known to the offender. an injury likely to cause the death of that
person. 28 If the fatal injury is caused on grave and sudden
provocation or in a sudden fight on equal terms, the crime is
culpable homicide, punishable with transportation for life, or
imprisonemni for not more than ten years.29

Wrongful restraint is ahsrrticrin g a person from proceedinc
in a direction in which he has a r12ht to go 30: if the restriction
coverS 31i directions. it i	 w nrcfu	 ficonnenien;.. Takinc
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male under fourteen or a female under sixteen out of the keeping

of any person lawfully entrusted with the child's custody :

kidnappin2 32 Whoever by force compels. or by deceitful means

induces, any person to go from any place, is said to abduct that

person.

The best Chapter in the Code deals with offences against

property.34 Theft is moving property with intent to dishonestly

to take it out of the possession of another without his consent.-)21

Extortion is inducing . person to part with property by threat of

any harm, not necessarily to the victims, in mind, body,

reputation or property. 36 Theft becomes robbery if in order to

take or carry away the property. the theft causes hurt r

wron g ful restraint or threatens instant hurt or wrongful

restraint. Extortion is robbery if the offender is in the

immediate presence of his victim, and threatens instant hurt or

wrongful restraint. If the persons. present and aiding when

robbery is done or attempted. are five or more in number, the

offence is dacoitv.9

Criminal misappropriation is committed whenever a person

dishonestly converts to his ownuse any movable property.-1>

Criminal breach of trust is dishonestly misappropriating or

converting to one's own use property entrusted to one or

dishonestly disposing of it in violation of the terms on which it

was received or any provision of law.- 1 Cheatin g is fraudalently

or dishonestly inducing a person to deliver property or consent

that another shall retain property. 42 Criminal Trespass is

entering on another's property with intent to commit an offence

or intimidate. insult or annoy the person in possession. 43 If the

property is a building, tent or vessel, used as a human dwellin g-

or for worship or the custody of property, the offence is house-

trespass."
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Offences against the State include waging war. attempting
to wage war, abetting waging of war against the State, all of
which are punish able with death or transportation for
life. 45Conspiracy to dO an y of these thin g s and collectin g men.
arms or ammunition in preparation are punishable with
transportion for life or imprisonment which may extend to ten
years.4

Any act which causes or must necessarily cause common
injury, danger or annoyance to the people living or cocupying
property in the vicinity, or people who may have occasion to
exercise a public right is a public nuisance and punishable with
fine or imprisonment. 47 Adulteratin g food, drink or drues and
knowin g ly sellin g such articles are crimes.48 Ne g li gently driving
a vehicle on a public way. negligently navigating a vessel and
conveying passengers in an unsafe or over-loaded vessel.
whether knowin g l y or negli gentl y are offences.49

Defamation is the publication of any imputation concerning
another having reason to believe that it will harm his reputation
by lowerin g , in the estimate of others. his moral or intellectual
character or his character in respect of his caste or calling or by
lowering his credit or by suggesting that his body is in a
loathsome or disgraceful state?0

Among the offences relating to marriage, bigamy is only an
offence if a person goes through the necessary ceremony for a
marriage, when it is void by that persons personal law, because
he or she has a spouse living. 51 Another offence in the same
Chapter is inducing a woman to cohabit by falsely representing
that she is married to the offender.52 Fraudalently going through
ceremony, knowing that it does not create a valid marriage, and
sexual intercourse with a woman who is and whom the offender
has reason to believe to be. the wife of another, are crimes und
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:ne C,-, de. ' 3 So ths; in r,,t takin g a married '.ornan from the
)erson in lawful cnare of her with intent that she ma y have
illicit intercourse.>.

3. LAW OF EVIDENCE

The Evidence Act, 1872 (Act I of 1872), which is applicable

in civil and criminal cases. was passed in order to consolkate,

define and amend the law of evidence. This Act is 'a unique

piece of le g islation the like of which is not to be found anywhere

else in the world. In the symmetry of its structure, in the

clearnss and fullness of its outline, in the terseness of its

expressions. md in the compactness of its subject maner, the
work stands out unrivalled and unparalleled.'55

Part I of the Evidence Act. 1872. deals with hat facts may

and wnat facts may not be proved in civil suits or criminal cases.

Evidence ma y be g iven of facts in issue and relevant facts.6

Admission is a statement, oral or documentary, which susggests

any inference as to any fact in issue or relevant fact.' 7 A
confession made by an accused person is irrelevant in an oriina1

proceedin g , if the makin g of the confession appears to the court
to have been caused by any inducement, threat or promise. 58 A
confession made toa police officer shall not be proved a g ainst a
person accused of any offence. 59 Statementsor relevant facts

made by a person who is dead, or who cannot e found. etc. are

themselves relevant facts in some stated circumstances.

Opinions of experts in foreign law, science, or art are admissible

when the court has to form an opinion on the matters in which

they are experts. 5 ' The existence of a judgment, decree or order
of any court is a relevant fact. 62 Character is relevant in some
stated circumstance.03
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Part 11 deals with proof, some facts need not he proved at

all. because the court will take Judicial notice of them. if they are

relevant to the issue- 64 But where a fact requires proof. the rule

is that it must be proved either b y oral evidence or

documentary evidence All facts. except the contents cf

documents. may he proved by oral evidence. 65 Oral evde.n.c

must in every case he direct. 06 Documentary evidence s either

primary or secondary. 67 Primary evidence means the document

itself produced for the inspection of the court. 68 Secondary

evidence is admissible when the original is in the possession of

the party agaisnt whom it is to be proved or of a person not

obliged to prduce it or who does not procuce it after being given

notice: it ma y be g iven when the original is lost or destroyed or

when the oricinal is a public document.65

pan ill deals with production and effect of evidence. When a

person is bound to prove the existence of any fact. it is sad that

the burden of proof lies on that person. 71D The burden of oraot

in a suit or proceeding lies on that person who would fail if nc

evidence at all were given on either side.. 11 But the burdon of

proof as to any particular fact lies on that person who wishes

court to believe in its existence. 72 The court may presume the

existence of any fact which it thinks likely to have happened.

re2ard bein g had to the common course of natural events, human

conduct-and public and private business, in their relation to the

facts of the particular case.7

Estoppel prevents a party who has intentionally cause

another to believe a thing to be true and to act on it. from

denying toe truth of that tning in eivil proceedings Detweel!

the m.'

A witness shall he first examined-in-chief. Then i the

adverse pon y so desires cros-exomined. ' Lea,. 	 o.:esuon.
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question su ggestin g the answer exDecr. :nav be asked in cross
examination. ' W!tnesses io qhaiacter ma y be cross examined
and re-examined. The credit of a witness may be impeached in
some specific wa y s by the adverse Dartv. or with the consent of
:he court by the party who calls rum. 8 The Judge may in order
to discover or to obtain proper proof of relevant facts, ask any

question he pleases to any witness and may order the production

of any document or thing; but he must base his statement on
facts declared by this Act to be relevant.79

The Evidence Act. 1872. concludes with the following

words: the improper admission or rejection or evidence shall
not be ground of itself for a new trial or reversal of any decision

in any case, if . . . there was sufficient evidence to Justify the

decision or . - . if the rejected evidence had been received, it
ou ght not :o have varied the decision.' 0 This implies that an
objection to the im proper admission of evidence is material only

if it can be shown that the exclusion of evidence improperly
admitted is fatal to the decision.
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CHAPTER IX

LEGAL EDUCATION, PROFESSION
AND INSTITUTION

1. EDUC.-TIONAL.INSTITUT1ONS
AND DEGREES

InBan g ladesh e g aI education is imparted to the
cenrsrschoiar i n the Fcultv of Law. University of Dhaka.
tue Facult y of Law. Uaiversrv of Rajshahi. in the Institute of

hJu2ladesh StaWes. Caiversir y of Rashahi, arid in the Faculty
f Sii:ra. Islamic Universit y . Besides these institutions. Ie2al

education i s imrarred in the different law colleges which are

ltated to the University of Dhaka. University of Rajshahi and
Jni'ersir y of Chittaeon. In all these institutions the fol1owin

Jeree.s are awarded to the students/scholars after successfully
C :mpietln2 the courses:

ía) Bachelor of Law ( Hon ours:- 4 years
under g radua Bachelor of Law (Honours) course has been

:ntroduced in the Department of Law which is under the Faculty

f Law, Univ: o Dhaka. and in the Department of Law
ch is under	 £iculty of La'.v. University of Rajshahi and

I the Department of Sharia which is under the Faculty of

this H notirs course as per recommendation of the

2a1 Education Cn ui it of the Baiiladesh Bar Couiic II the
:or laws are i,tLth( .sur.h as Jurisprudence Roman Law.

p ersonal Law NIiS1 17 11  Law arid Hindu Law . E  uiry, Toni
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Constitutional Law. Criniinoloy. Civil La s. Labour Law,

Criminal Law. Law of Evidence. Land Law. International Law

etc. Annual Course system has been introduced in winch at the

end of each academic year course final examination is held.

Gradation of the merits of the students are evaluated and divided

into three classes: first class who obtain 60- marks in avera2e:

second class ho obtain 45c marks in averac: ilurd class who

obtain 36 marks in averae.

(h) Bacnelur of Law :- two vears post-graduate Bachelor

of law course has been introduced in the different law coIlees

which are affiliated to the University of Dhaka. Unversiiy of

Rajshahi or University of Chitta g ong on the territorial basis. The

curriculum, the examination and all the academic matters are

conducted by the Faculty concerned. The syllabus of the course

more or less same as prevalent in the Bachelor of Law

(Honours) course: but the technical difference is that. in the case

of Bachelor of Law. course has to be completed within two

y ears. Annual written examination is held at the end of each

academic session. Gradation of the merits of the students are

evaluated in the same manner as the merits of-the students of the

Honours course are evaluated.

(C) Master of Law : - Master of Law course is taushi in

the Departments of law, Universities of Dhaka and Rajshahi. In

the Department of law. University of Dhaka. two LL.M. courses

have been introduced: Course-A and Course-B. The duration of

Course-A is one year which is meant for the students who have

successfully completed Bachelor- of Jaw (Hon ourscourse.

Annual written examination is h1d ,at the end of academic

session. The duration of Course-B is two years which is mean:

for the students who have successfully completed Bacneor of

La course nc a; ieas 4f- mar :r average. The stucin:

Course-B neec no a;:end tfl	 . .
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sufficient to appear at the examination and preparation of the

dissertation for the a' aid of the degree. Gradation of the ments

of the students Of Course-A and Course-B are evaluated in the

same manner as the merits of the students of the Honours course

are evaluated.

In the Department of Law, University of Rajshahi. two

Master of Law courses have been prevalent: Master of Law. Part

I - and master of Law Final. One year Master of Law Part I is

meant for the students who successfully completed Bachelor of

Lax course: and one year Master of Law Final course is meant
For the students who have successfully completed Bachelor of

Law ftionoursj course or master of Law Part I course. The final

cszion is that those students who have completed Bachelor of

Law course are to require two years and those students who

have completed Bachelor of Law (Honours)course are tc

uire one year for obtainin g Master of La'. degree.

d) Master of Philosophy : TA o years Master of

Philosophy in Law course has been in existance in the Factuky

of Law. University of Dhaka. in the Faculty of Law. University

of Rajshahi. and in the Institute of Banladesh Studies.

University of Rajshahi. In the case of Factulty of Law,

University of Dhaka, the research scholar has to complete iii the

:rst ear course work and to pass writ ten examination; and in

second year he has to rite dissertation d'j. :tpptoved by the

authority of the University. In the case of the Institute of

3aniadesh Studies the research scholar has ft complete in the

first year iner-di:'ciplinary course ark and in the second year

he has to write independent thesis 1iik •LppIOVed by the

autho:y of the University. in the case c: Faculty of

Rajshahi Universit:, the rescaich scholar h:IS only to write a

thesis duly approved by the authority of the University.
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(e) Doctor of Philosoph y : Two years Doctor of
Philosoph y in Jaw course is prevalent in the Facult y of Law.
Universit y of Dhaka, in the Faculty of Law. University cf
Rajshahi, and in the Institute of Ban g ladesh Studies. Univers:
of Rajshahj. The degree is awarded to a scholar who has earn-.J

his distinction by writing a thesis duly approved by the authority
of the University concerned.

(f) Doctor of Law :- Two years Doctor of Law course is
in existence in the Faculty of Law. University of Dhaka, The
research scholar must have general knowled g e in every branch
of laws of Ban g ladesh He is to write- a thesis which
distinctively contributes to the existin g literature of law.

2. LEGAL PROFESSION

The procedure-for practising the profession of law has been

contained in the Bangladesh Legal Practitioners and Bar Council

Order. 1972 (Order XLVI of 1972). The said Ordet provides

that no person shall be entitled to practise the profession of Ja
unless he is an advocate. 1 A person shall be qualified to be
admitted as advocate if he fulfils-the followin g conditions.
namely, (a) he is a citizen of Bangladesh: (b) he has completed

the age of twenty-one years: (c) he has obtained a degree in la
from any University of Bangladesh or a Bachelor degree in law
from any University outside Bangladesh recognised by the Bar
Council or he is a Ban-ister, (d) he has passed such examinations
as may be prescribed by the Bar'Counci; and () he has paid
such enrolment fee and fulfils such other conditions as ma y be
specified. 2	 *

Before 3 person is admitted as an advocate. tue Ba Cccrc
rr.:v re q uire him to under g o re g uiar trainin g fcr con:inuou'
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period of six months as a pupil in the chamber of an advocate of

7 years' experience. 3 Every applicant for admission as an

advocate shall have to pass a written examination and viva voce

examination held under the direction and supervision of the Bar
Council.4 A person who has obtained LL.M. degree shall not be

required to appear in the written examination but shall he
required to appear in the viva voce examination. 5 No person
shall practise as an advocate unless he is a member of a local Bar

Association which is recognised by the Bar Council.

No advocate shall be permitted to practise before the High

Court Division of.4he Supreme Court unless -- (a) he has

practised as an advocate before the subordinate courts in
Ban g ladesh for a period of two years: (b) he is a law graduate
and has practised as an advocate before an y High Court outside
Ban g ladesh: (C) he has. for reason of his le g al training or
experience. been exempted by the Bar Council from the

foregoing requirements: and (d) he has paid prescribed fees.'

Besides practicisin2 in the different coons. the advocas are

entitled to be legal advisers, legal consultants in different

organisations. Some of them become public prosecutors to act
on behalf of the Government when the Government is a vartv to

suit. Some of the advocates become notary public for certifying
deeds or other documents on behalf of the Government.

3. BANGLADESH BAR COUNCIL

In accordance with the provisions of the Bangladesh Legal

Practitioners and Bar Council Order. 1 07 2. the Bangladesh Bar
Council. the term of which is three ears, consists of fifteen
memher •:f	 harn -- one s i;	 :trv (;	 :Th

Banciaoe:,.	 o,ri-ie. seen are e:t- a'. me :dvocae o:
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roil from amon g st their members: and seven are ei-ected by the

advocates on the roll from seven g roups of Bar Associations.'

The Atterney-General for Ban g ladesh shall be the Chairman ex

officio of the Bar Council. S The Vice Chairman of the Bar

Council shall be elected by the members of the Council from

amongst themselves.9

The functions of the Bar Council inter a/ia are—to admit

persons as advocates on its roll, to hold examinations for

purposes of admission. and to remove advocates from such roll:

to prepare and maintain such roll: to lay down standard of

professional conduct and etiquette for advocates: to entertain and

determine cases of misconduct a g ainst advocates on its roll and

to order punishment in such cases: to promote legal educati:ci

and to Liv down the standards of such education in consultation

xiri the Universities in Bangladesh im partin g education. 0 Tne

Bar Council consritutes the followin g standing committees :

executive committee; the enrolment committee: the finance

committee: and the lezai education committee. 11 11

4. BAR ASSOCIATIONS

In Ban g ladesh there are several Bar Associations, some of

them are reco g nised by the Ban g ladesh Bar Council and some of

:n ar not recoenised. At the apex rernans the Federattori of

the Bar Associations. The Supreme Court Bar Association is the

most important Bar Asociatton in Ban g ladesh which has a

ii ISIOILC role to ci y in inaintaiii in o and upholding independence

of judiciary and tli. practisin g i.iwyers. This Bar Association

consists Of the :iJvucate who parclise law in the }li g [i Court

Division, tis we I as well as in the Appellate Division of the

Supreme Court of Bangladesh.
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Next to the Supreme. Court Bar Associion the District Bar

Association, situated at the headquarters of each district

consisting of the local practitioners. is an Important Bar

Association which is reco g nised by the Bangladesh Bar Council

Recentl y a LJpa:i/ia Bar Association has been formed by the

local practitioners at the headquarters of each

In this connection it should be noted that an' Association of

advocates ordinarily practising at a place ma) apply to the Bar

Council for recognition as a Bar Association. The application

shall be filed by the President or Secretary of the Association

and the Bar Council shall decide the application for reconiton

of a Bar Association within four months of the submission of

the applicaiton in this behalf.

5. LAW FIRMS

In Bangladesh there are some law firms most of which are

located in-Dhaka. in most cases they are not re g istered. SO the)

are not partnership firms within the meaning of the partnership

Act. 1932. They are not to be used in the western sense. In these

law firms some junior or less prominent lawyers are associated

with a prominent lawyer to give a collaborative advice to their

clients or to plead the cases of their clients jointly.

Among the famous law firms the following may he

mentioned (a) Kama] Hossain and Associates led b y Dr. Karnal

Hossain. a former Forei g n Minister of Bangladesh: h) Huq ant

Company led by Barrister Rifiqu c-ui Huc o Chancery

Cnambers led h' Barrister Nazmul Huda: (d) House of Law led

r" arrster Mozammei Hi.q Bhuiva anc Ear::sier Rabe) Z:

..va: ic Law Ceme led b Bar:.	 \:rc Re::.

L:' .Asso::ne lec h Bao: 	 i'flU	 •r:
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B. Ahmed ari (Thmpany led by Mr. B. Ahmed: th) Orr
Di2nam and Compan y led by Mr. Hafizullah; (i) T. Rahman and
Compan y led by Barrister Tufailur Rahman: (J) Chamber of Law
led by Khond}er Mahbub Hossain: (k\ Shafique and Company
ied by Hamster Shafique Ahmed.

It should be noted in this connection that most of the
p rominent lawyers of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh were

educated in London where they completed the course of

Barrister-at-Jaw and become well-versed in the common law

stern which has a profound influence in the legal system of
Banladesh.

6. LEGAL ORGANISATIONS

fri Ban g ladesh there are man y le g al or ganisations. almst all
or which are situated in Dhaka. Capital of Ban g ladesh. Some of
:r.ese le g al or anisations donot bear any si g nificance. Only a few
number of or2at:isarons are active in im p lementing the aims and
ohecrives for which they were established. Bangladesh Institute
or Law and International Affairs. Institute of Human Rights and

Lcial Affairs. Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights.

Institule of Democratic Rights. Humanist and Ethical
Association of Ban g ladesh which have more or less the common
aims and objects: (a) to undertake, study and research of the

existing laws of Bangladesh; (b) to uphold the rule of law and

;he sanctity and inviolability of the Constitution of the country;
C) to uphold and protect the independence of judiciary and the

independence of judges; (d) to uphold human rights and

furdanienral freedoms and to create awareness and make people
onscience of their basic legal and human rights by holding

seminars, symposiums and thrc-ugh write-up in the newspapers
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and magazines; (e) to render legal aid and assistance to ;erson or

persons in his or their struggle against all forms of oppression,

discrimination and unjust laws.

There are some technical differences between these

organisations. Bangladesh Institute of law and lnternatiuiia]'

A ffairs is a semi-governmental organisation engaged mainly in

publishing law books and journals, sponsoring research projects

and organising seminars and symposiums. Institute of Human

Rights and Legal Affairs is an independent self-financed non-

governmental organisation which is affiliated to the International

Commission of Jurists. Geneva, Switzerland. In the recent years

this Institute has,earned international reputation in upholding the

rule of law, independence of judiciary and fundamental human

rights. Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights has earned

its reputation by giveing legal aids to the poor people in

upholding their legal and human rights, institute of Democratic

Rights is engaged in translating statutes and organising training

programmes for the apprentice-lawyers. The Humanist and

Ethical Association of Bangladesh is affiliated to the

International Humanist and Ethical Union. Utrecht. the

Netherlands. It has been working for the establishment of rule of

law, independence of judicialy and enforcement of human rights

and fundamental freedoms.

7. REPORTING COURT DECISIONS

Under the Muhammadan system of law there was no

doctrine of judicial precedent: the texts of the jurists remained the

abiding source of the rule of law. Since the enactment of the

Law Reports Act, 1875 (Act XVflI of I S75,L official reports of

the decisions of the su perior courts have hen re'u1arly being
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published with tne resuit that the rule 2 o"ernno a case is nCIA

deduced less from the text of a joint or a section of a stuarure

than from the interoretation put upon it in a binding reported

decision. The Law Reports Act, 1875, aid not apply to the

decisions of the Privy Council and the Federal Court. But the

Privy Council Reports published by the Incorporated Society of
Law Reporting of England and Wales, and the Federal Court

Reports and the Supreme Court Reports published under the

authority of those Courts have been made available to the

subordinate courts. Reports of High Court decisions were

puoiished under the authority of the statute, the editor bein g a
practising lawyer, assisted by a committee selected from the

Bench and Bar; of necessity the selection of cases for publication
deends upon their iLidement.

There are also unofficial reports which include judgments
not printed in the authorised reports. The Law Re p orts Act,
1 S 7 5. la',s down that no court shall be bound to follow a

decision in an unofficial report but in practice it will normally do

so. unless it conflicts with a binding decision in an official
rep o rts. 14

During the British re g ime, there were a number of unofficial
reports which earned reputation. Among these Indian Appeal

(l.A.) popularly known as Moore's Indian Appeal (M.LA); the

Indian Law Reports (I.L.R.); the All Indian Re portors (A.I.R.);
the Ben g al Law Reports (B.L.R.); the Indian Cases (I.C.) the
Calcutta Law Journal (C.L.J); the Calcutta Law Reports

(C.L.R.); the Calcutta Weekly Notes (C.W.N.) were important.

Some of them are still being published. After the creation of
Pakistan some new law journals began to be published. such as
the A H Pakistan Legal DecIsioii (P.1..D.); the Pakistan Law

Upurts (1'1,.R.): the Dha:a Law Report (J).L.R.). flie All
Pakistan Le g al Decisions and th.' Dhaka Law Rciorrs are still
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being published from Lahore and Dhaka respectively. After the
emergence of Bangladesh some new journalshave be g an to be

b1ished such as the Ban g ladesh le g al Decisions (B.L.D.): the
Ban g ladesh Supreme Court Reports (B.S.C.R.): the Ban1adesh

Case Reports (B.C.R.). But there is a gradual deradarion of the

standards of these journals which is remarkabl y evidencec.
S
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CHAPTER X

RECENT LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS

1. LAW RELATING TO OMBUDSMAN

In the recent years some developments ta-kt place in the legal

system of Bangladesh. One of these developments is the

establishment of the office of the Ombudsman under the

Ombudsman Act. 1980 (Act XV of 1980). which was

promulgated in conformity with the provision of Article 77 of

the Constitution of Bangladesh. 1972. The Onbudsman Act.

980. provides that there shall be an O'mbudsmn who shall be

appointed by the President on the recomendation of

Parliament. I Parliament shall recommend for a!ointment as

Ombudsman a person of known legal and adminsirative ability

and conspicuous inte2rity.2

The Ombudsman may investigate any actioii taken by a

Ministry, a statutory public authority, or a public officer in any

case where -- (I) a com plaint in respect or such action is made to

;im by a parson— (a) who claims to have sustained injustice in

consequence of such action; or (b) who affirms that such action

has resulted in favour being unduly shown to any person or in

.icrual of undue personal benefit or gain to any person; (2)

information has been received by him from any person or

source, otherwise than on a complaint, that such action is of the

nature mentioned above.-
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if. ifter investigation of an action under this Act. it appears

to the Ombudsman that injustice has been caused to the

compiainant or to any other persons in consequence of

maladministration in connection with such action, the

Ombudsman shall, by a report in writing, recommend to the
competent authority concerned that such injustice should be
remedied in such manner and within such time as may be
specified in the report.4

2. LAW RELATING TO
AMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL

The Law relatin g to Adminsitrative Tribunal has been

contained in the Administrative Tribunals Act, 1980(Act VU of

981). which was promuiared in conformity with Article 117

of the Constitution of Bangladesh. 1972. An Administrative

Tribunal, established by the Government, consists of one

member who shall be appointed by the Government from among

persons who are or have been District Jud g es. 5 An

Administrative Tribunal shall have exclusive jurisdiction to hear

and determine applications made by a person in the service of the

Republic in respect of the terms and conditions of his service

includin g pension rights, or in respect of any action taken in

relation to him as a person in the service of the Republic.

An Administrative Appellate Tribunal. established by the

Government, consists of one member who shall be appointed by

the Gov ^.- rriment from amongst persons who are or have been or

are qualified to be Jud ges of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh.7

The Administrative Appellate Tribuhal shall have jurisdiction to

hear and determine appeals from any order or decision of an

-
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AdminSitrative Tribunal and the decision of the AdminsitratiVe

Appellate Tribunal in an appeal shall be final.8

All decistionS and orders of the Administrative Appellate

Tribunal shall be binding upon the Administrative Tribunals and

the parties concerned. 9 All decisions and orders of the

Administrati v e Tribunal shall, subject to the Adminsitrative

Appellate Tribunal, be binding on the parties concerned. 10 No

proceedings, order. decision of a Tribunal shall be liable to be

challenged, reviewed, quashed or called in question in any

court.'

.3. LAW RELATING TO
REORGANISATIO N OF
ADMINISTRATIO N AND JUDICIARY

The Government that was established after the Proclamation

of Martial Law on the 24th March, 1982. decided to reorganise

the administration at the upazilla level. Uider this reorganised

set-up each upazilla will be the focal point of all administrative

activities. With these ends in view the Local Government

(Upazilla Parishati and Upazilla Administration Reorganisation)

Ordinance, 1982 (Ordinace LIX of 1982), was promulgated.

Under the Ordinance there shall be constituted a Parishad at

every upazilla to be called Upazilla Parishad. 12 A Upazilla

Parishad consists of Chairman, representative members. three

women members, official memebers, Chairman of the Upazilia

C.euia1 Co-operative Association, and one nominated

.omber. 13

The Chairman shall be elected for five years by direct

election on the basis of adult franchise. 
14 The executive power

of a arisiwd vests in. and is exercised h. inc Chairman either



Recent	 I DeveloDmeors	 :5

directly or through the Lr'a::lla iVirbahi Officer (U.N.O.) or any
other officer or person authonsed by him. 15 The Chariman has
the supervision and control over the functions of all the officers

of the Upazilla Parishad save rhetrying Magistrate and the
Assistant Judge forrnorly known as Munsif.

Besides this sort of reorganisation of the adminsitration and

judiciary, the Government had established outside Dhaka more

Benches of the High Court Division of the Supreme Court under
the provisions of Article 100 of the Constitution of Bangladesh,

1972. This has created resentment among the lawyers and jurists

who led movement against the Government for the withdrawal

of these Benches. Ultimately in pursuance of the decision of the

Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh all these

Benches have been again abolished. 1

4. INCOME TAX LAW

In 1984 the Income Tax Ordinance. 1984 (Ordinance XXXV

of 1984), has been promulgated which in effect repealed the

Income Tax Act. 1922 (Act XI of 1922). The main object of the

Income Tax Ordinance, 1984, is to tax income of an assessee for

a given year. Special procedure is followed for the calculation

and assessment of incomerax. Where an Act of Parliament

provides that incometax shall be charged for any assessment

year at any rare or rates, incometax at that rate or those rates

shall, subject to the provisions of that Act, be charged, levied,

paid and collected in accordance with the provisions ofthis

Ordinance in respect of the total income of the income year or

income years, as the case may be, of every persolL17
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For the calculation, assessment and recovers' of the income
tax from the assessee there sha11be the following classes of
income lax authorities: (a) the National Board of Revenue: (b)

Directors of inspection and Training (Taxes); (C) Commissions

of Taxes: (d) Joint Commissioners of Taxes or Inspecting Joint
Commissioners of Taxes: (e) Deputy Commissioners of Taxes:

(f) Tax Recovery Officers; () Assistant Commissioners of
Taxes: (h) Extra Assistant Commissioners of Taxes: and (i)

Inspectors of Taxes. 18

For the purpose of exercising the functions of the Appellate
Tribunal under this Ordinance, the Government shall establish a
Taxes Appellate Tribunal consisting of a President and such
other judicial and accountant members as the Government may.
from time to time appoint. 19 An assessee may appeal to the

Appellate Tribunal if he is aggrieved by an order of -- (a) an
Appellate Joint Commissioner: (b) an Inspecting Joint
Commissioner: Ic an Inspecting Joint Commissioner. `() The

Appellate Tribunal may. after g iving both the parties to the
appeal an opportunity of being heard. pass such orders on the
appeal as it thinks fit.21 The assessee or the Commissioner may

within sixty da y s from the date of receipt of the order of the
Appellate Tribunal refer to the High Court Division any question
of law arising out of such order. :'- High Court Division
shall, upon hearing the case. decide the question of law and shah
deliver judgment thereon. 23 From the judgment of the High

Court Division an appeal shall lie to the Appellate Division
whose decision shall be final.24

5.LAND REFORMS LAW

In 1984 a remarkable chan ge has been brought in the land

svsterri of Bangladesh. In that'ear land Reforms Ordinance.

198 4 'Ordinance X of l9S. h:. teen prornu	 vnch in
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alia has imposed reduction in the ceiling of ownership of land.
Those who own more than 60 bighas of land are debarred from
acquirin g new a gricultural land by transfer, inheritance, g ift or
any other means.' Those ownin g less than 60 biglias of land
may acquire new a gricultural land by any means provided that
the total area owned shall not exceed 60 bihas of land.26
Acquisition of ownership of land by benami transaction is
prohibited. 27 In the rural area eviction of the owner from his
homestead is prohibited. 28 Ri g hts of the sharecroppers
(oargadars) are protected and they are entitled to get half or the
produce and they are entitled to get one—third of the produce

of the land if no capital is invested, if they invest capital they

are entitled to another one—third of the produce. They should
not be evicted from the land without showing reasonabie
around.

In this wa y . trie Land Reforms Ordinance, I 94. '-.is
brou ght some cnanes in the land system of Ban g ladesh --
remarKable one bein g the protection of the sharecroppers which
hao not been clone before in the histor y of land reforms of
B ingladesh.

6. LAW RELATING TO FAMILY
COURT

!985	 Courts Ordinance, (Oronce XVIII of
nas beenromulgated	 th a view to eLiblIshing Family

Courts. The Court of the Assistant Jud g e generally situated at
will act a; the Fafmiy Court 1F(I the As'istant Juu e

will be Judge of the said Court.' Subject to iht provisions of
the Muslim Famil y Laws Ordinance, 196 1  , the Family Court
siaIl have nie jurisdiction to try and dispose of cases relating to -
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-- (a) dissolution of marriage; (b) restitution of conjugal right; (C)

dower; (d) mai.tenance; and (e) guardianshi p and custody of the

children. 3 Subject to the exceptions. against the judgment.

decree or order of the Family Court appeal may lie to the Court

of the District Jud2e.32

These are the legal developments that have taken place in the

recent years. These developments do not make any radical

change in the country, but they supplement to it some now

elements or courts which would be very helpful in running the

rule of law as contemplated by the Constitution of the country

and as expected by the people of the country.
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APPENDIX-1

THE PROCLAMATION OF
INDEPENDENCE 1971

Mujibnagar, Bangladesh
Dated 10th day of April, 1971.

Whereas free elections were held in Bangladesh from 7th

December. 19-1 0 to 17th January. 1971.  to elect representatives

for the purpose of framing a Constitution.

AND

Whereas at these elections the people of Bangladesh elected
167 out of 169 representatives belonging to the Awarni League.

AND

Whereas General Yahva Khan summoned the elected
representatives of the people to meet on the 3rd March. 197 1.,
for the purpose of framing a Constitution.

AND

Whereas the Assembly so summoned was arbitraril) and

illegally postponed for an indefinite period.

AND

Whereas instead of fulfilling their promise and while still

conferring with the representatives of the people of Bangladesh.

PakLcian authorities declared an unjust and treacherous war.

.-	 \__
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Whereas in the facts and circumstances of such treacherous

conduct Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujihur Rah man. the undisputed

leader of 75 million people of Bangladesh. in due fulfilment of

the legitimate right of self-determination of the people of

Bangladesh, duly made a declaration of independence at Dacca

on March 26, 1971. and urged the people of Bangladesh to

defend the honour and intecnty of Bangladesh.

AND

Whereas in the conduct of a ruthless and sava2e war the

Pakistani authorities committed and are still continuously

committing numerous acts of genocide and unprecedented

tortures. amongst others on the civilian and unarmed people of

Bangladesh.

AND

Whereas the Pakistan Government by ]evving an unjust war

and committing genocide and by other repressive measures made
it impossible for the elected representatives of the people of
Bangladesh to meet and frame a Constitution. and give to
themselves a Government.

AND

Whereas the people of Bangladesh by their heroism, bravery
and revolutionary fervour have established effective control over
the territories of Bangladesh.

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh,
as honour bound by the mandate g iven to us by the people of
Bangladesh whose will is supreme duly constituted oruselves.
into a Constituent Assembi). anc

havin g held mutual consultations. and

in order to ensure for the p eople of Barigiadesh equaiit.
human ci gniv and social iusce.

anc constitute Baniaesri i	 a cverej2n Pci



122	 a Sys—e m of Baniaiesi

Rpub1ic and ihereby confirm the delaration of indepen.enc

alread y made by Ban ga Bandfu.i Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and

do hereby affirm and resolve that till such time as a

Constitution is framed, Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

shall be the President of the Republic and that Syed Nazru! [slam
shall be the Vice-President of the Republic, and

that the President shall be the Supreme Commander of all the

Armed Forces of the Republic.

shall exercise all the Executive and Legislative powers of the

Republic including the power to grant pardon,

shall have the power to appoint a Prime Minister and such

other Ministers as he considers necessary.

shall have the power to levy taxes and expend monies,

shall have the power to summon and adjourn the Constituent

Assembiy, and do all other things that may be necessary to give

to the people of Bangladesh orderly and just Government.

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh

do further resolve that in the event of there being no President or

the President being unabie to enter upon his office or being

unable to exercise his powers due to any reason whatsoever, the

Vice-President shall have and exercise all the powers, duties and

responsibilites herein conferred on the President.

We further resolve that we undertake to observe and give

effect to all duties and obligations that devolve upon us as a

member of the family of nations and to abide by the Charter of

the Untied Nations.

We further resolve that this Proclamation of Independence

shall be deemed to have come into effect from 26th day of

March, 1971.

We further resolve that in order to give effect to th!s
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instrument we appoint Prof. Yusuf Ali our duly constituted

potentiary and to give to the President and the Vice-President

oaths of offce.

SdIPFROF. YUSUF AL!

Duly Constituted Porentiary

By and under the authority of the Constituent Asembly of

Bangladesh.
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LAWS CONTINUANCE
ENFORCEMENT ORDER 1971

\Iujibna gar, Bangladesh

ared 10th day ot'April, 1971.

I. Syed Nazrul Islam. the Vice-President and. Actin2

esidear of Ban2ladesh. in exercise of the powers conferred on

.T.0 b y the Proclamation of Independence dated tenth day of

1971 do hereb y order that all laws that were in fcrce in
3an2ladesh on 25th March. 1971, shall subject to
P:cciamation aforesaid ocntinue to be so in force with such

ecuenta[ chances as may be necessary on account of the

rear:on of the soverei2n ndependenr State of Ban2adesh

f:rmed by the will of the :eople of Ban2ldesh and that all

ccvrr.rnent officials—civil. Military. judicial and diplomatic

'no take the oath of alle g iance to Ban g ladesh shall continue in

their offices on terms and conditions of service solon g enjoyed
them and that all District Jud ges and District Ma g istrates, in

:he territory of Ban g ladesh and all diplomatic representatives

elsewhere shall arratie to administer the cain of alle g iance Co all

cinment officials within theirjw sdiction.

_7 1 1 : s order shall be deemed to have cc me into effect from

iay of March. 1971.

:oned:- SYED NAZRL'L ISLAM

-\tin President.
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PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION OF
BANGLADESH ORDER, 1972

[Published in the Bangladesh Gazette Extras

dated the 11th January, 1972.]

Whereas by the Procamation of Independence Order. dated

the 10th April. 1971 provisional arrangements were made for the

governance of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh:

And Whereas by the said Proclamation the President is

invested with all executive and le2islative authority and the

power to appoint a Prime Minister:

And Whereas the uniust and treacherous war as referred to ii

the said Proclamation has now ended:

And Whereas it is the manifest aspiration of the people of

Bangladesh that a parliamentary democracy shall function in

Bangladesh:

And Whereas in pursuance of the said objective it is

necessary immediately to make certain provisions in that behalf.

Now Therefore in pursuance of the Proclamation of

Independence Order. dated the 10th April. 1971 and all other

powers enabling him in that behalf the President is pleased to

make and promulgate the followin g Order.

I) This Order may be called the provisional Constitution of

Bangladesh Order. 1972.

(2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.

sl 'ome into force at
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(4) Definition:

"Constituent Assembly" referred to in this Order means the
body comprising of the elected repressentarives of the people of
Bangladesh returned to the N. F. and P. E. seats in the elections
held in December, 1970, January, 1971 and March. 1971 not
otherwise disqualifed by or under any law.

(5) There shall be a Cabinet of Ministers, with the Prime
Minister at the head.

(6) The President shall in exercise of all his functions act in
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister.

(7) The President shall commission as prime Minister a
member of the Constituent Assembly, who commands the
confidence of the majority of the members of the Constituent
.Assembly. All other Ministers, Ministers of State and Deputy
Ministers shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the
Prime Minister.

(8) In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Office of the
President at any time prior to the framing of the Constitution by
the Constituent Assembly, the Cabinet shall appoint as President
a citizen of Bangladesh who will hold the office of President
until another President enters upon the office in accordance with
the Constitution as framed by the Constituent Assembly.

(9) There shall be a High Court of Bangladesh, consisting of
a Chief Justice and so many other Judges as may be appointed
from time to time.

(10) The Chief Justice of the High Court of Bangladesh shall
administer an oath of office to the President and the President
shall administer an oath of office to the Prime Minister, other
Minsiters. Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers. The form of
the oath shall be as prescribed by the Cabinet.
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Dated this eleventh day of January. One thousand nine

hundred and seventy-.two, being the twenty-sixth day of Poush,

one thousand thrde hundred and seventy-eight.



APPENDIX-IV

HIGH COURT OF BANLADESH
ORDER, 1972

[Published in the Ban g ladesh Gazette Extra,
dated the 17th January, 1972]

President's Order No. 5 of 1972

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the fuactionir 2 of the
Hi g h Court of Bangladesh:

Now. Therefore, in pursuance of the Proclamation cf

Independence of Ban g iadesh the Provisional Constitution of

Ban g ladesh Order, 1971 and in exercise of all powers enabline

him n that behalf, the President is pleased to make the followin:
order:

(I) This Order may be called the Hi g h Court of

Bangladesh Order. 1972.

2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. The Hi2h Court which on the 25th ijjv of March, 197:

was known as the Hi g h Court of Judicature at Dacca in East

Pakistan (hereinafter ieferred to as "the Hi g h Court at Dacca'

shall he deemed to have ceased to exist on the 26th day uf

March, 1971.

-. .	 3. The 111gh Court of Bangladesh shall consi.,t of We Chief
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Justice and so many other Judges as may be appointed from time
to time b y the President who shall hold ofifice on such terms
and conditions as the President may determine.

4. The High Court of Bangladesh shall be a Co.urt o
Record, and shall have!, in respect of the territories of
Bangladesh. all such original, appellate, special, revisional,
reviews, procedural and all other powers as were exercisable in
respect of the said territories by the High Court at Dacca under
any law in force before the 26th day of March, 1971:

Provided that the High Court of Bangladesh shall have no
power to issue'any writ, order or direction in the nature of
habeas corpus, mandamus, prhibirion, quo warranro or
certiorari or any order, direction or declaration, which the High
court at Dacca had power to issue under any constitutional
provision in force before the 26th day of March. 1971.

5. The Hi g h Court of Bangladesh Shall have a seal bearing
the mono gram of the Government of Bangladesh with a pair of
scales superimposed thereon and in the label appearing in the
monogram for the words fit1Tt1 there
shall be substituted the words1Tt9T

6. Notwithstanding anything contained in Articie 2 of this
Order:

(1) All proceedings which immediately before the
commencement of this Order, were pending in the High Court at
Dacca shall as from the commencement of this Order, be deemed
to be proceedings pending before the High Cfourt of Bangladesh
and shall be continued in, heard and determined by, the High
Court of Bangladesh as if they had been proceedings instituted
in that High Court, and any order made by the High Court at
Dacca in any such proceedings shall, for all purposes, have
effect as an order made by the High Court of Bangladesh.

(2) Any judgment, decree, order or decision passed. made or
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given by the High Court at Dacca before the commencement of

this Order shall be enforceable in Bangladesh as if it were a

judgement, decree, order, or decision passed, made or given by

the High Court of Bangladesh.

7, The High Court of Bangladesh shall have the jurisdiction

of review any order made by any Judge of the High Court at

Dacca as if the order had been made by a Judge of the High

Court of Bangladesh.

8. (I) All rules made by the High Court at Dacca immediately

before the commencement of this Order shall subject to this

Order continue in force, with necessary modifications, as if they

had been made by the High Court of Bangladesh.

(2) All officers and employees who immediately before the
commencement of this Order, were serving in the High Court at

Dacca shall, as from such commencement be deemed to be

persons serving under the High Court of Bangladesh and shall

continue to serve the High Court of Bangladesh on such terms

and conditions as may be determined by the President.

9. Subject to the provisions of any law on the subject, any

person who immediately before the commencement of this

Order, was an Advocate entitled to plead or act n the High Court

at Dacca shall be deemed to bean Advocate of the High Court of

Bangladesh and shall be entitled to plead and act in that High

Court.
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GLOSARY OF LEGAL TERMS

Ada/at	 Ada/at means court established under
law.

Benarni	 Bena,nj means in the name of other
person.

Bigha	 Big/ui means 33 decimals of
land.

Dayabhaa Dayabhaga was a comrnenrry on all

the Codes of Hindu Law. It was
written by Jirnuravahana who
flourished in about the beginning of
the twelfth century.

Diawn	 Diwan was the person or company
authorise by the Nawabs of Bengal

for the Collection and administrjon.of
land revenue.

1-lanball School	 Hanbali School was founded by
Imam Ahmed ibn Hanbal. (780-795
A. D.1

Mr, liki Schoi	 Maltk School was founded by Malik
in Ana (713-795 A. L).)

1acha,ii	 Mi:ak.shara is th commentary on the
Code of YainavaMya written by
V ijuaneswara in the latter part of the
eleventh century.
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Mofu.csi!	 Mofussil means town other than

Presidency Towns of Calcutta.

Bombay or Madras.

Nirhiii;	 Nirbalil means executive.

Panclinet Panchaet means villa g e arbitration

council for the disposal of simple civil

and criminal cases.

Parisi ia 1	 Parishad means council.

S/iaci School Shafel School was founded by Imam

Muhamma ibn idris ash-Shafe (767-

820 A.D.) who was a pupil of Malik

ibn Anas.

Sliastra	 Shaszra means Hindu reli g ious law

or principle.

Saa School Shia School was founded b y Imam

Jafor as-Sadik an descendant of

Hazrai Au (R,). son-in-law of

Prophet Muhammad (Sm.).

lJpazilIa	 Upazilla is the lowest administrativf

unit introduced for the first time in

i982.

Zina	 Zina meana adultery, incest or

fornication.
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