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Dear Dr. Patwari,
Let me ... acknowledge the receipt of your

manuscript on tie "Legal System of Bangladesh"
for r!e W .7rlci L ei/ Encyclopedia. I have ... read
the manuscrip. tud am most impressed with your
consciemiol: jjpij thorough treatment, perha p s the

best that 1 1 Live come across on Bangladesh. Let
me cornrnen 1 y)u on the work which you have
cornplet d$ ire the many problems that you
fed. 1 'il for:'T a most valuable chapter in the
Encvc/cp. '

Let rn' thank you once again for you'
participation in this project.

Sincerely yours,

C rge urian
Editor
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FOREWORD .

a	 Dr..A.,B. ,M.,..Mafizt!lJS1am Patw-axi:has
.erfo:rmed;areat .service:f-orthose ofiu swh-o

ace-u rate

akaofltheIegal 1 sySteirns ofthe :jvorl4; -His
corn e4i-ensie -and thor&gh tre-atment of the leg1

sy sièn of Banladeh is àñ -out ;tardièÔ1itibutiOfl
to the literature of le systems and so Tar as I
knoW the only one of its kind oh Bangladesli

His learned dSCUSSOfl;O f the historical

perspective is an -for his

coverge of civil, commercial, ciniih1, psbna1 an
-has two excellent chapters on

education and the pcQfessiofl and recent legal

developments,.	 ---

Oticu1ariri1er.eSt to me and to judges from
around the world is hissection on the independence
of the Judiciary. This was a topic we studied
to g ether at the International Institute of Human
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Rights in Strasbourg, France. in July of 1989. The
relationship between the independence of judges
and lawyers and the	 fjprotection of human

ri g hts is recognized in key Un i ted	 it ions human
hjfrims.\'here judges and la'vers are

ho ar no e.ffecive doTnetic
defenses agaiist or remedies for human rights
volations Dr Patwah ndica1e that in Bangladesh

the iri d&rcd	 to be

ensured,	 Th6itif e riiätteris looked ii to deeply it is

dear that - the independence of The judiciaTy has
been cirtaile'd bthe provisions bftfte Constitution
as amended by the Fourth Amendment.

-1

a ready guide for

sho1arSju.dgeS lawyers and 1aypersofls. With
inreasièawãreressthat we are :lljn.this world
oether,'we.beflefit'gceatIy when a:book of.tbis'kiiid
tells us sonuch aboDt a leal'system ..unfamiliar.to
Par1y.It nndispenSable addiuoi &o1comparative
lea11iteraureI is my hope: that a brd'audieflce,

:	 .:. ..........
•	 :	 •-;i

Patwaiii.s.exoel1eflt. book -makes a.fe.a.l
contribution to legal scholarship.

•	

r	

.:	 ;

Dorothy ,. Nelson



PREFACE
As there was no authentic book on the legal system of

Bangladesh. I felt it obliged to write one in which a reader. at

home and abroad, will get a brief but clear idea of all the aspects

of the legal system of Bangladesh. The publication of this book

by the Humanist and Ethical Association of Bangladesh. is the

fulfilment of my commitment to my nation as well as to the

international community both of which were in need of a work

cf this kind for a long time The acknowledgement sent by Mr.

George Kuran. Editor. World Legal Encyc icpedla New York.

United States of America. arid the foreword written by Justice

Dorothy W. Nelson. Judge. United Start--s ourt of Appeals.

California. United States of America. beai' 1 tesurr. ony of this

atemefl(. I am really grateful to	 Gcoig Kurian for

.cepting me as a co-author of thc world L,-gal incyclopedia

nd to Justice Dorothy W. Nelson fo r 'x y iii. te foreword of

believe, has tucxe ised the value andthe book which. I sincerely 

credibility of the work. I am also rat.f	 to Profesor Zaharul

islam ChoudhurY, Dean, Faculty of Lav'. UniverSitY of Dhaka.

arigladesh, for introduCifl g me to Ceort Ktrrrn in conneCtiOfl

ih my participation in the project of . titing the World Legal

.:vclopL'duL.

In the present work almost al l tae ats of gal system of

gladesh have been briefly inirodjCt(l. In BrigIadeSh at

ent common law prevails. But ih eftect of Irdo- irghal

system is also evident. It raL	 tiis present shape fier a

Istorical process of devel0pflefl'- \U the ceurses ft the

opinr.t have been discussed.
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The major aspects of constitutional law, the fundamental law

from which all laws derive authenticity, have been discussed.

The basic structures and functions of the executive. legislature

and judiciary—three organs of a modern State—have been

discussed in pursuance of the privisions of the Constitution of

Bangladesh. 1972. Besides. independence of judiciary and

fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution have been

discussed in some length.

Moveover, some basic civils laws along with civil procedure

have been introduced. Hindu and Muslim personal laws relating

to marriage, divorce, guardianship. paternity have been

presented along with their sources and schools. Main

provisions relating to land laws as contained in the State

Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950. and Non-Agricultural

Tenancy Act. 1949. have been pointed out. Major aspects of
commercial law, criminal law, and law of evidence are also the

subjects of discussion.

Besides these. two important topics such as legal education.

legal profession and Institutions and recent legal development

have been discussed in a manner and style which are

commended by some eminent jurists of the world. I am really

grateful to them for their appreciation.

However, before closin2 discussion I must mention that 1

awe my gratefulness to Chalantika Computers for word

processing and Al-Amin Printers for printing the work. I am

also thankful to Executive Committee of the Humanist and

Ethical Association of Bangladesh for publishing the book.

Dhaka. March 2e.1	 A. B. M. Mafzj is]arn Patwa
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