
CHAPTER XVI.

THE SHIAH LAW RELATING TO WAKF.

SECTION I.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

Wa1/, according to the Shiah doctrines, is a religious act, the }Iov wak/'
effect of which is to tie up the corpus or substance of a thing, and may be
to leave its usufruct free. According to the Jau'dliir ul-Kaldm,

tuted un--
the object of a wakf is the continuance in perpetuity of a benefaction der the
in the service of the Deity, and it is an act of 'ibddat (worship). Shiah
The express word by which it may be created is wakafto, i.e.,—" I

have dedicated ;" but, as already pointed out before in relation to
the HanafI Law, a wakf may be created by any other expression
when the intention is apparent. The Jawdhir ul-Kaldrn states that
there is nothing in law to debar the creation of a wak/ by the use
of any other expression besides waka Ito. For example, a wak/
may be created by the expression haramto (" I have consecrated"),
or tassadukto (" I have given in charity.") But as absolute perpe-
tuity is not a necessary incident of these expressions, reference must
he made to the intention of the donor. The meaning of this is, when
the intention of the grantor is clearly to create a wak/, whatever
expression he may have used, the dedication will take effect, but.
where the term wakf itself is used, the dedication will take effect
as such without any question. If a person make use of an expres-
sion which does not, in any degree, convey the idea of u'akf and
yet acknowledge that he intends to make a wak/ thereby, it will'
take effect as a wakf. If a man were to say, "I have consecrated
this house for the poor and given it in perpetuity," it would be a
wakf. If he were to say, "I have tied up this property and given
it in the way of God," or that I have tied up this property and
given the profits in the way of God," it would be a wak/.
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Phudia	 Where a trust is expressly created, the introduction of words of
Bibi and gift does not change the character of the wak/. This question wasthers V.	

considered at some length in the ease of Phudia Bi and others v.
Mohammed Haji Mohammed Kazem Isphahani and others, decided by Pigot, J.,Kazem	 on the 31st of March 1884, upon the construction of the will ofIsphahani 

Nawab SidiNazir Ally Khan. By his will the Nawab had devised
unrepr- all his property to an executor, whosers the plaintiffs claimed

ted).	 \
to be, on certain trusts which were purely discretionary. The

plaintiffs contended that the devise was an absolute gift to the exe-

cutor, Meer Mohammed Kazem. The defendants contended that
though the term wak/ was not used in the document, which was
in the English language and form, it was a valid wakf. The will
was as follows

This is the Last Will andTestament of me Nawab Sidi Nazir Ally Khan
of Ballygunge in the suburbs of the town of Calcutta, zemindar, whereas I am
indebted to various persons in large sums of money such loans being secured to
them by mortgages over my real Estate in Calcutta and in the Mofussil, and in
Promissory Notes, and whereas being about to leave India I am desirous of making
a Testamentary dispositiou of my property in the event of my decease, I give de-
vise and bequeath all my real and personal Estate whatsoever and wheresoever
or which I shall be seized and possessed at the time of my death unto Meer Moham-
med Kazem Jowahery of Chitpore Road in Calcutta. upon Trust at his discretion
and at his absolute authority and as and when he or any other of the Trustee or
Trustees for the time being of this my Will shall think fit to sell and dispose of, col-
lect and get in and convert in money all and singular my 'said real and personal
Estate or any or such portion thereof as he the said M. M. Kazem or any other
Trustee or Trustees for the time being of this thy Will shall, in his or their discretion
think fit or advisable and upon further Trust by with and out of the monies to
arise from such sales and collection to pay Satisfy and discharge all my just debts
and Funeral and Testamentary expenses and upon further Trust to lay out and
expend such portion of the surplus of the said monies as the said Trustee for
the time being of this my will shall think fit in the construction or building of a
Mosque, Imambara or Mahommedan religious Institution to be called by my
name for the performance and observance of religious ceremonies and festivals
and acts of piety and charity inculcated in and enjoined by the Mahommedan
religion the nature character and extent of which shall be in the entire and
absolute discretion of the Trustee of this my Will for the time being and upon
further Trust to lay Out and 'invest the residue of the said monies after payment
of the cost of the Construction of the said Mosque, Iniainbara or other Mahom
medan religious Institution as aforesaid in or upon Securities of the Govern-
ment of India 01 in • or upon the purchase or real property in Bengal and I
direct that the said Trustee or other the Trustee or Trustees for the time being
of this my Will shall hold the interests, rents and profits of the said Securities
or real property in which the said monies may from time to time be invested
upon trust to apply the same in and towards the repairs, maintenance and
preservation of such-parts of the said real Estate as shall not have been sold
as well as of the real Estate in which the said Trust monies may be invested
and the payment of all Rents, Revenues, Taxes and other outgoings and
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expenses incidental thereto and upon Trust to apply ther surplus or balance of
such interest rents and profits and also the rents and income arising from suchParts of my said Estate as may not be sold as follows, that is to say as to such
portion thereof as the said Trustee or other the Trustees for the time being of
this my Will shall, in his or their judgment and discretion think fit in and
towards the performance and observance of religious ceremonies and festivals
and acts of piety and charity inculcated in and enjoined by the Mahommedan
religion the nature character and extent of which shall be entirely in the judgment
and discretion of my said Trustee or other the Trustee or Trustees for the time
being of this my Will and as to the balance or residue thereof to and for the
absolute-use and benefit of the said Trustee or other the Trustee or Trustees for
the time being of this my Will and I give and bequeath the same unto him or
them his or their executors administrators or assigns accordingly.

*	 .	 *	 *	 *	 *	 *
Provided also and I further declare that it shall be lawful for the said Trustet

or Trustees for the time being of this my Will at any time or from time to time in
the discrotionof thesaid Trustee or Trustees to sell or dispose of any stocks, funds,
securities or lands wherein any of the Trust monies for the time being shall or may
happen to be invested and to invest the money to arise from such sale in any other
tocks or funds or other Government Securities or in purchase of real Estates in

Bengal and convey or transfer the same as occasion shall require or shall be thought
fit. Provided also and I hereby declare that In cane the said Meer Mohammed
Kazem shall die in my lifetime or shall renounce the execution of the Trusts hereby
created or in case the said Meer Mohammed Kazem or any Trustee or Trustees to
he appointed under this present provision shall die or shall be absent from Bengal
for the space of six consecutive calendar months at one time or shall otherwise
become unwilling or unable to act in the aforesaid Trusts then and so often as the
same shall happen it shall be lawful for the said Meer Mohammed Kazem or other
the Trustee for the time being or if there be no Trustei then for the Executors
or administrators of the last deceased Trustee tonominate anyfitpersonor persons
to supply the place of the Trustee so dying residing abroad or becoming unwilling
or unable to act as aforesaid and that immediately after every such appoint-
ment the said Trust Estates monies and effects stocks, funds or securities aball
be conveyed or transferred in such manner that the name may vest in such
nw Trustee and such new Trustee shall have and be capable of exercising all the
powera and authorities whatever hereinbefore containing in the same manner to
all intents and purposes as if he or they had been appointed a Trustee or Trustees
by this my Will.

*	 *	 *	 *	 *	 *	 *
The learned Judge with reference to the principal COfltentio,

held as follows :-

"Now it is contended that by this document Nazir Ally gave
his estate to Meer Mohammed Kazem subject to trusts merely
colorable and not intended to be carried out. The question is,
whether this contention is a valid one. The principal case relied on
by Mr. Phillips was Morrice v. The Bishop of Durham.(1) Now, in

(1) 10 Ves., P. 610.
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this case it appears to me the question is not whether a good trust
was created, but the plaintiff's case will not succeed, unless it is
shown by her that Meer Mohammed Kazem was not intended to
take as a trustee. If he was intended to take as a trustee, he would
not take any beneficial interest. The deed declares that Meer

Mohammed Kazem takes as a trustee. It lies upon the plaintiff
to show that he was to take absolutely. There can be no doubt
that there was a trust regarding some portion, in the building of
the mosque, &c. So far, titerefore, he took as a trustee. But as
regards the unconsurned - income, it has been contended that

Meer Mohammed Kazem took absolutely. The Will, however,
says that he was to take it as a trustee. If it had said that the -
office of mutwalli was hereditary, a step might be gained in favour
of the plaintiff's contention. But it is not so here. It cannot
be said that the beneficial interest was given to the heirs of Meer
Mohammed Kazem when each trustee has the power of appointing
another person as trustee. Then I am to regard the various
clauses in the Will regarding the appointment and responsi_
bilities of the trustees. I might, perh-aps, if I were not deciding
the question judicially, have said that Nazir Ally probably intended
that the property should, or expected that it would, descend
to his friend's descendants .  of them successively exercising
his power of appointment in favour of his heir, or some of his
heirs. But I cannot import this conjecture into my judgment
for the purpose of construing the plain terms of the Will. Then
it was argued that the mere beneficial enjoyment of the unex-
pended income indicates a strong intention to create a beneficial
interest and-did in fact create such an interest. Without examining
the cases in detail, it is sufficient to say that the cases cited by
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Ameer Au, notably those of Doe dent Jaun
Beebee v. Abdollah Barber and Advocate-General v. Fatima Bibi,
show that no surmise can be founded upon the fact that the residue
or balance of the income was to be enjoyed by the Trustee. That
being so, I think the contention of the plaintiff must fail, and the
issue raised whether the estate of Nazir Ally formed part of the-
estate of Meer Mohammed Kazem must be determined in the
negative."

The aSluarâya aefines a wak/ in the following terms

0
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"Wak/is 
all 	 ('akd)(1) the (fruit) effect of which is to tie up Definition

the original of a thing, and to leave its usufruct free. The only of the term
express word by which it can be constituted is 'wakafto,' 'I have
appropriated ; for. with regard to ' haramto,' 'I have conse-
crated,' and 'sadakto,' ' I have given in charity' they are not
sufficient to constitute wak1 without accompanying circum-
stances, as by themselves they are susceptible of another inter-
pretation besides wak/. If, however, they are used with the
intention of constituting wak/, they are obligatory on the conscience
of the person employing them without any circurn.stances to fix
their meaning. And if he should actually acknowledge that lie
used them with that intention judgment should be given against
him in terms of his acknowledgment. It has been said, indeed,
that if he should say, 'Hobasto-waSahalto,' wakf would he consti-
tuted even without any circuinstair	 to poir	 n.
because, he, oil be peace, [viz., the Prophet] has said.
'Habis ul asi wa sybil ul surnrat' (tie up the substance and give
away the fruit). Others, however, have maintained that there
would be no wak/ in these cases without corroborative circum
stances, as the words by themselves would not commonly be so
understood; and this is the more approved opinion."

The opinion expressed in the Sha.rdya is explained in the
Jawáhir by the light of the dictum contained in the Gliunia and
other works of authority. In other words, when a disposition is
made by terms which are equivocal in their meaning, reference is
to be made to the intention of the donor. If he is alive, he will

(1) The Arabic expression' akd is ordinarily translated as meaning a ''con-
tract," an act in which two persons are concerned and the obligation arising there-
from depends on the mutual consent of the parties. This is the sense in which
Mr. Justice Mahmood, in his elaborate judgment in Agha All Khan. v. Alta/ Has.
sass Khan. (I. L., 14 All., 429), construed the word, although the Jdrn'aa.ush.
Shilldt distinctly states that "the meaning of ' akd in this connection (i.e., with the

subject of wak/) is general and includes (unilateral) declarations.'' *

,! r	
The learned judge has placed a rather narrow con-

struction on the Shiah Law in the case referred to. This ease has been recently
overruled by the Privy Council, in the case of Baker Ali Kiwis v. .4njuman Are
Druin mid others, supra (1902), L. R., 30 I. A.,94, S. c., 7 C. \V. N., p. 465. In this
case their Lordships of the Judicial Committee lay down the following important
principle of interpretation. " It would be extremely dangerous to accept as a
general principle that new rules of law are to be introduced because they seem to
lawyers of the present day to follow logically from ancient texts, however authori-
tative when the ancient Doctors themselves have not drawn those conclusions."

AA, ML	 32
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explain his meaning; if he is dead, his intention is to be gathered
from the nature of the object in favour of which the grant is made
or other attendan,. circumstances. For example, under the Shiah
Law, a hubs or the creation of a limited estate is lawful; therefore,
if a grant is made in favour of an individual, by that term, it may
either mean a life-grant or a wak/. Therefore, reference must be
made to the intention of the grantor. If he said ' hub's ' in favour
of A, and then for the poor, it will be a uak/, or if it was a hubs
in favour of a mosque or any object of public utility (maslahat),
it will be a wakf. A wak/ may be created for a mosque or any
other object of utility (maslahat) by any expression ; for the
nature of the object being permanent and religious, carries with
it the meaning of consecration. (1)

As in the case of other obligations, intention is an essential
element in the constitution of a vakf, and "a dedication by one
who is unconscious, JU, or asleep or drunk is not valid." When
the wak/ is in favour of a specified individual or individuals, who
are sui juris and are competent to signify their acceptance and in
a position to do so, some jurists have held that the beneficiaries

should expressly or impliedly accept the benefaction. But by
general consensus acceptance is not required when the wak/ is in
favour of a minor (saghIr), or persons labouring under a disability,
or yet unborn or for large bodies of people or for a purpose in
which the generality of people are interested (ji/tat-ul-'admma).(2)
Even in the case of a u'ak/ for specific individuals who are sui
juris, acceptance is not requisite when the u'dki/ himself alters
the character of the possession.

Shiab Law:	 '' And the delivery of posesiun (ikhJz) is a neccsary condJ-
necessary;Possession tion for the validity of the wak/." But this principle also should
subject to	 (1) In his judgment in the case of Aqha Ali Khan, Mr. JusticeMahmoodquahfica-	

has quoted the following passage from the Jdn,'aa.ush.Shj(jd(
which he has translated thus ;-' 'yes, the use of

formal technical expression is an essential condition and without it wafcf is not
established." (The word "essential" does not appear in the original.) &ghahere means merely the formula of wak/. The learned Judge omitted to observethat the approved doctrine is that the use of the set formula waka/o, is necessary
only.when the dedication is made in favour of an object or objects which are
not in their nature permanent or pious or religious. The words necessary
to constitute a valid wak/ under the Shiah Law were considered by the Ahlahabad
High Court in the case of Salig-un.Nissa v. Mot, Ahmed [1903], I. L., 25 All., 418.

(2) This is by no means exhaustive. Mr. Justice Mabmood's rendering
of Jiliat-uZ. 'admma by "public" charities is, with all respect, erroneous.
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-be taken subject to the conditions pointed out in dealing with the
Hanafi Law, that is, actual change of possession is not necessary,
constructive transfer being sufficient. For example, it is lawful
for the wdkif to constitute himself mutwalli. In such a case, a
formal change of possession is out of the question. And, there-
fore, what is intended by the principle is not actual delivery of pos-

session to another, but change ih the character of the possession or
of the dominion exercised over it. It is in this sense that the
MafdtIh declares that, if the wdkif continue to exercise his right
over the walc/ property and make no change in the character of
his possession, the walc/ will not take effect. Whefe a dedication
is for a public purpose, no (express) delivery of possession is ne-
cessary, for the user of it by any individual is sufficient to vali-
date the wakf.(l)

According to the Jawdhir, delivery of possession is not neces-
sary also where the wakf is in fact 'a sadakah or a charitable grant.
Similarly, in the case of a nuzsjid or any maslahat or object of
general utility, jihat-ul-'adrnma. In these cases the mere non-
delivery of possession will not avoid the wak/. When the wakf
is in favour of private individuals who are sul juris, a trustee
should either be appointed and possession delivered to him to
hold in trust for the beneficiaries, or if the wdlcif continues to hold
-the wakf, his possession must be expressly that of a trustee.

When a walc/ is created for the wdkif's minor children, trans-
mutation of possession is not needed. The law presumes the
father's possession to be that of a mutwalli on behalf of the
minors.(2) Similarly in the case of a wakf for the poor.(3)

I have dealt with the subject of ikbdz in a previous chapter.(4)Ikbdz or
It is only necessary to explain that under the condition of 1kbdZ delivery of

(1) Jawdhir-ul-Kaldm, chapteron Wak/	
pos8essio

(2) Ibid.
(3) Ibid; Ohunia. The Shardya no doubt says that "if a man were to makea wa/cl and die without giving possession the wa/cf would be void, but if a vakf bemade in death-bed and possession be given, then it will take effect to the extent of

.a third if the heirs do not consent. Without possession the wa/cf fails whethermade in health or illness." And again "it (the walc/) does not become binding
except by delivery of possession, and when completed (by delivery of possession)
it cannot be revoked if made in health, but if made during illness and allowed by
heirs (it is operative in full), otherwise it is valid as regards a third." This, in
rn) opinion, does not mean actual delivery of possession, but such a manifestation
-of intention to transfer the property as is compatible with the physical condition
-of the person creating the wa/cf.

(4) See ante, pp. 112-122.
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actual delivery of possession is not requisite. What is required is
an indication that the wdkif has divested himself of his proprie-
tary interest in the subject of the wakf. If the property is im-
movable, delivery of the title-deeds would satisfy the require-
ments of the law. If it is a house, the delivery of the key, or if
they are Government securities in deposit with any Bank, the

Transmuta- delivery of the deposit receipt, or if it is a business, a transfer-
tion of	 entry in the books, as in the case of a gift., would be a sufficient,
possession. transmutation of possession.

When all the conditions requisite for the completion of a waf
are complied with, it becomes absolute (if made in health) and;
cannot be revoked. " On this point.," says the author of the
Jawdhir ul-Kaidni, Aba HanIfa differs from us, though his.
disciple Aba Yusuf on arriving at Bagdad dissented therefrom.
If the subject of the wak/ has once changed possession and ceased
to be under the wdkif's dominion, or has come into the hands or
under the control of the beneficiaries or the trustee on their behalf,
the wc2kif cannot revoke it or change the conditions of the wakf or
withdraw it from the way of God or from the purposes to which.
it is dedicated."

If the wak/ is for minor children, it is irrevocable, though
no change of possession has taken place."

All this relates to a wa.k/ inter VIVOS. A testamentary u'a,/
(a wak/ bi'l WaSiat) which is to take effect after the decease of
the testator, is a revocable disposition.

In the case of Aqha Ali Klumn,(l) it was held by Mr. Justice
Mahmood that such a wakf was not valid and operative even as
regards the disposible one-third, unless possession has been
transferred during the lifetime of the medkif.

Effect of .	 His opinion amounts to this that a testamentary wa/cf would
testanien- be inoperative in tot.o, unless effect was given to it in fact by deli-
lary 'ca/cf. very of possession during the lifetime of the testator, and that

the consent of the heirs would not validate it. It is submitted,
however, that this view proceeds upon a strained construetjoii of
the law and has since been disaffirmed by their Lordship,-, of the
Privy Council in the case of Raker Ali Khan v. Anjuman Ara

Begum,(2) where it has been hied that a valid wa/cf can be created

(I) Supra, p. 497.
(2) [1002], 7 CI. W. N., 465, s. c., I. L., 25 All., 236.
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under the Shiah Law by will. And in Muhammad A1z$an V.
'Unzardaraz,(J) the Allahabad High Court has held that a. wak/
created by a Shiah by his will was not invalid on the ground that
'it was not absolute and unconditional, merely because it contained
clauses cancelling the will if any child should be born to the tes-
tator in his lifetime and reserving to the testator power to cancel

or modify any of the conditions of the will. In this case the testator
had directed that the income of the property should be devoted to
the puroses of the wak-f only after the death of his widow to whom
he gave the life-interest. The High Court held that where it was
clear from the other terms of the will that the corpus was to be
devoted to the purposes of the wakf, the mere fact that the pro-
perty did not at once on the testator's death pass to the trustees
.of the endowment and their enjoyment wes postponed to the life-
interest of the widow for maintenance, did not invalidate the
ivakf.

If a wakf be constituted at a time wheh the wdki/ is suffering Wokf madefrom a death-illness, and there is a clear indication of an intention indeath-
on his part to transfer possession, it will take effect with reference illness valid

as to whole
to the entirety of the dedication, provided the heirs consent, if consent-
either be/ore or after the death. of the wdkif, otherwise the walcf will ed to by
operate only in respect of one-third of the estate of the testator. e eirs.

For a wakf is like other acts which take effect immediately
'such as hiba, sale and similar obligations.' If the wakf pro-
perty is covered by one-third of the estate, then it is valid as
regards the entirety of the dedication. If not. each provision
will be given effect to with regard to its 'priority until one-third
of the estate is exhausted.

"If a person," says the Shardya, "should, in death-illness
make a wak/, gift or rnuhdbdt (2) sale, or emancipate a slave, and the
acts be not allowed by his heirs, then they would be valid if they
can be carried into effects out of a third of his estate; otherwise
they are to be preferred. according to priority of date, and effect
is to be given to each in order until the third of the estate is
-exhausted, after which any that may remain is void."(3)

(I) t:9003, L L., 28 All., 633.
(2) For the meaning of the word MubdhU, see Index of technical terms.
(3) Shardya.etj3 1dm p. 234.
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Agiza AU	 In the case of Agha Ali Khan, the learned Judge was of opinion
Khan V.	 that in the case of a death-bed walcf, delivery of possession was
Ho88ain	 equally necessary as in wakfs made in health ( .--3i
Khan. The view is founded upon purely inferential reasoning, for the'

text cited certainly does not support it. "If a person made a
gift or wakf or charitable donation in his death-sickness, it is to be
satisfied out of one-third, Lcording to the better of the two opin-
ions, excepting in the cise of the heirs giving sanction. The
same rule applies if he did so in good health and delayed posses-
sion till sickness.' '(1)

This does not show that the latter qualification is. applicble
to the first part., it only indicates that the effect in boon cases is.

identical. The greatest of S''tb lawyers (Shaikh J'aafar) whilst
pointing out the differences between the Sunnis and Shiahs.
regarding wakfs constituted in the last illness does not make a
single reference to the delivery of possession being a necessary
condition.(2) What is required is a clear indication of the inten--
tion of the wdki/ to create the wak/ and to transfer possession.

Wa8iat	 A direction to the heirs or to executors to make a wakf of a
bs'l waki. certaiii property upon the death of the te tator is called a waiaC

bi'l wakf. There is this difference between immediate disposi-
tions of property, i.e., dispositions inter vivos and bequests, that in
the former case the one-third takes effect in respect of the existing'
property, whereas in the case of a bequest, consideration has to be
paid to the condition of the estate after the decease of the tes-
tator. If there happen to be many bequests in a wak/, and it is
difficult to determine which provision should take priority, i.e.,
when all the provisions are of the same degree of importance, in
that case, according to the Shaikh(3) all the provisions, should be
given effect to, and the one-third respecting which the u'akf is.
operative should be applied to the effectuation of all the objects.
"When a person," says the Shardya, "has bequeathed pro-'

(1) Sliarh Lum'aa of Shahid Saul, p. 108.
(2) In the Mab. The Sharda says "if one should make an appropria-

tion and die without giving possession it would be part of his inheritance."
This again does not mean that there should be delivery of possession,
in the literal sense; what is required is a change in the character of 'the
possession, indicative of the fact that the wdlci/ has parted with the proprietary
right in the property.

(3) Ma/4Ws after the Mabsat ; Shaikh Murt.nza is meant here. See Introdi
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perty for the performance of certain duties, some of which were

incumbent on the testator and others only optional, they are
all to be carried into effect if a third of his estate be sufficient for
the purpose. If the third should not suffice and the heirs refuse
their consent, those duties that were incumbent on the testator
must first be discharged out of the general mass of his estate, and
then the others out of a third of what remains beginning with that
first mentioned by the testator, and so on in order. If none of the
duties . are of the incumbent description, but all optional, they
take effect only to the extent of a third of the estate and are to
be discharged beginning with that first mentioned by the testator,
and so on in order until the third is exhausted."

SECTION II.

CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE SUBJECT OF WAKF.

Under the Shiah Law it is requisite: (i) that the subject of the
walc/ should be m'aal2m (pecified or ascertained and not indeter-
minate), (ii) that it should be of such a nature that the benefit
accruing therefrom should be permanent, or as the $hcirdya says
"capable of yielding benefit without itself being consumed,"
and (iii) that it can be transferred from one mvtwallj to another."
This is expressly enunciated in the Jawd/iir vl-Ku1m. It is also
requisite, (iv) that it be the property of the appropriator.

According to the ancients, the wak/ of anything which did The aflcient
not exist in specie was not valid, e.g., the wak/ of a debt payable views.
to a person was not regarded as valid,(1) because it was a thing,
in their opinion, not existing in specie.

Tey also held that where a thing could not yield a profit The subject
without being, consumed in the process, the wakf thereof was of wak/.
invalid. Profit qud profit was, upon the same reasoning, consi-
dered incapable of being consecrated. But, as will be seen later,

the reasons upon which the ancient opinions were founded, have
been considerably modified owing to altered circumstances and
the development of industry and commerce.

The observant reader will not fail to notice the close
analogy existing between the Hanafi and the Shiah Law on

(l)-81iardyaui.j,,lám, p. 248. This must, however, be taken subject to
qualifications discussed afterwards.
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the subject under discussion. The early Hanafi lawyers regarded

the wak/ of movables (excepting a few recognised by tradition)

as invalid, because there was no permanency in them, and
because they would be consumed in their use. The Shiah
lawyers, however, were in advance of the Hanafi jurists in one

respect. They held that the wak/ of anything from the use

of which benefit could lawfully be derived, consistently with

the preservation of the thing itself, was valid; thus the wak/ of

a trained dog or cat was held to be valid, " from the possibility
of benefit being derived from them."(l) They also held on

the same principle,(2) the wak/ not merely of land and houses,

but of clothes, ornaments, furniture and lawful instruments to be

valid. The Jawáhir goes further and adds, "though the wak/

of food and such like things is not valid, because they are

consumed in their use, the wakf of violets, or flowers in

general, and lamps (kandli), mats, &c., is valid according to custom

and times."

Wakj of	 As -egards the legality of the wak/ of debts they argued thus:

debts. The wakf of a dayn which is a thing indeterminate, is not valid

by reason of there being no certainty or identity of the same." (3)

With reference to the wak/ of money, they supposed that the ele-

ment of permanency was wanting. The Jawdh&-ul-Kaldm has

discussed the subject at some length. " And whether the wakf

of dindrs and dirhems is valid or not, the opinion of some is that it

is not, and this seems to be in accord with the ancients (mutakad-

damin). And in the MabM2t it is said that there is general agree-

ment about it, with the exception of those who hold it valid, who

are few. The reason is that dindrs and dirhems are expended and

no further use can be derived from them, and this is against the

principle that a wakf must always be subsisting and its profit

should be applied for the relief of the poor and in other good acts;
but when the profit of a thing is always subsisting, as in the case
of a honeycomb, it is valid." A close examination of the autho-

Modrn	
rities leads to the result that the wak/ of profits and of moneys,

doctrine. when they can be permanently applied in trade or commerce, so

(I) Sharáya. This shows how elastic the rule is, and that one must not go by
the letter of the law but by its spirit.

(? Ibid.
() MaJdtih.
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that permanent benefit may be derived from the same; is valid,
as will be seen from the remarks which have already been made
in respect of the Hanafi Law. This view is in accord with the
altered conditions of society. The principle, upon which the
more ancient lawyers of the Shiah school have proceeded, in
holding that the wak/ of money and mund/'aa (profit) is invalid, is
that such subjects either possess no stability or permanence, or that
they are expended in their application for the purposes for which
they are dedicated. But when money is applied in trade, or where
profit is derived from investments, the objection which seemed
to them to possess so much force, loses all weight, and it is on
this ground that modern Shiah lawyers have upheld the validity
of such wak1s.(1) Similarly the wakf of a debt which is determi-
nate and capable of specification has been recognised to be valid.

The subject of a wak/ must also be particularly specified, so The subject
that, if a person were to say " I have appropriated a house or of

mansion," it would not be valid unless he specifies which house he specified
means. But if the subject of the wak/ is not distinctly specified, or be ca-
but is capable of being ascertained by enquiry, such wak/ would pable of
be valid,	

identifi-
cation.

It is a condition that the property dedicated should belong to
the wdki/; otherwise the wak/ is not valid. If the dedication,
however, is made of a property belonging to another, the wak/

would be validated by the ratification of the real owner.
The wa/cf of a mushd'a or an undivided share in a thing is valid, Wa/cf of

-and possession of it is to be taken in the same way as in the case
of a sale.(2)

SECTION III.

CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE WAKIF.

It is i condition that the wdki/ should be bdiigh (adult); that Conditions
he should be possessed of complete understanding, and of the relating to

capacity to deal with his property, that is, be subject to no the wdkil.

"inhibition" on the ground of incapacity. The author of the
Jawdliir is inclined to think, and rightly, that the latter condition

(1) Jdm'aaU8h-8h&(td1. Even the Shardya which represents the literal and
archaic section of the Shiah school says that the "Jurists are inclined to modify
the strictness of the rule regarding the wak/ of dindra and dirhemj."

(2) JawôAir.ul.Kcldm, Chapter on wak/.
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depends on the former, and in the Sharh-i-Lum'aa the only condi-
tion required is sound understanding.

"The creation of a wak/ is like the performance of devo-
tions, and, therefore, as there is no obligation on a lunatic, and an
infant who has not attained puberty, to perform any devotion,
their wa/cf too is not valid, for the understanding necessary
to the comprehension of its nature and effect is wanting. But
there is some difference of opinion regarding the question what
would be the effect of a wa/cf when made by a boy who has attain-
ed puberty at an early age, say ten years." Presumably his act

would not be valid, for the law does not presume discretion until
the completion of the 15th year.

Wdki/	 The wdkif can lawfully retain the superintendence of the
can retain wa/cf in his own hands or appoint another; but no condition which
the superin- would enable the wdkif to revoke or cancel the trust is valid ortendeace
in his own lawful. Nor can he reserve to himself the power of resuming the
hands.	 towliag whenever he likes after already appointing one to the

office.(1) As it is required that the ndzir or superintendent should
be a man of honesty and should know how to perform his duty
if the cdki/ is incompetent or dishonest, that is, neglects the
trust or misdeals with it, he may be removed, or another man

Conditions may be associated with him.(2) When the wdki/ has appointed no
relating to one for the superintendence of the wak/, the power of appointing a
que trustent trustee devolves on the beneficiaries, when the wa/cf is for specific
appointing persons who can appoint a trustee on their own behalf, and on the
a trustee. 

Hdkirn-vsh Shar'aa (Judge), when it is for a public purpose, or in
the way of God, or for a continuing and variable class of people.

SECTION IV.
The nww
koo/-alai-
him r
benefi-
ciaries.

CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE Mow/coof -Alajh on
Cestui gui trust.

Concerning the (first) mon/coot -alaih there are four requisites:—
(i) He must be existent.(3)

(1) This view seems opposed to that taken in the case of Hedajtunnjssa,
2 N.-W. P. Reports, p. 410.

(2) This subject has been fully dealt with in dealing with the Hanafj Law.
There is no difference between the Hanafi and the Shiah lawyers on this point.

(3) The Mafdtih states the rule thus : " it is required that the object in whose
favour the wakf is made be in existence or held to be so or one whose existence,
is usually possible."
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(ii) Must be capable of owning property.
(iii) Must be muayjin or specified.
(iv) Must be one in whose favour it is not unlawfqi to make

wakf.

As a corollary to the above principles, the Shardya lays Conditionsdown the following doctrine : " Consequently if one should, relating to
make a w	 the mow/wofakf beginning with a person not in existence—as for 

alaihim orinstance, one to be born, or a icetus not yet separated from the beneficj.
womb of its mother—the walcf would not be sahIh (valid). But aries—
if it were in favour of oni not in existence, in succession to a (contd.)
person actually in being, it would be sahIlz." The commit of
the Jawdhir on this passage is rteresting, arid brings into
prominence the views of the Shaikh (the author of the Mabsiit)
on the subject :-" If one makes a walcf for a non-existent person
at the commencement, it will not be sahih [according to the
Slzardya]; for example, a person makes a wak/ for his child about
to be born, or the fcetus which is not separated from the womb,
though (in one aspect) it is mowjood or existent, and bequests
in its favour are lawful and it is entitled to a share upon the
partition of the inheritance, yet a wak/ is not valid in its
favour," probably on the ground that it is not capable of hold-
ing possession of the property, " but where a wa/cf is in favour
of a non-existent object in succession to an existing object which
is capable of participating in its benefit, such wa/cf is valid."

When a person makes a wa/cf commencing with a non-existent 
Wa/cf coin-object and then in favour of an existing object, according to mencing

the Shaikh and his followers, it would be valid in favour of the with a nom
existentexisting object and invalid as regards the non-existing. For object.example, a wa/cf in favour of an unborn child and after it for

the existing children or for the poor will take effect at once in
favour of the latter, the invalidity of the wa/cf in respect of the
former object which is non-existing, only accelerating its opera-
tion in favour of those that are in existence. According to the
Jawdhir-ul.Kal4m the great jurist Yahya ibn Muwayyid holds
the same view, which is apparently conformable to the opinions
entertained by a large body of the 'ulidnia (the learned).(l) But a
man may make a wa/cf in favour of an existing object, and

(1) JawdM, ttl-Kaldm; 1tfab8t2t; Ohuna.
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Wak/ in
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.on's des-
cendants.
A wak/ for
niasâlih
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.A wak/
un favour
of a harbj
iinvalid.

lawfully condition that upon certain other person or persons
coming into existence, the benefit will go to him or them.

For example, a person, who has no children at the time, may
lawfully ddicate his property in favour of A, and condition
therein that upon his having any children the wak/ would be for
them and for their d'scendants, in which case the moment a
child is born to him, the n'ak/ would be diverted from A, and the
benefit would be applied to such child.(1) What the law requires
is, that the commencement in a wakf should be made with an
existing object, though the remainder may be given to any
number of non-existing objects in succession. This, it will be
seen, is different from the Hanafi Law, which declares that a
walef may commence with a non-existing object, and that until
it has come into existence, the wak/ will be applied for the
poor. (2)

It will also be seen from the above that a benefaction in favour
of one's ihildren or descendants is absolutely valid.

A wak/ for masálih(3) or works of general utility or for pious or
charitable purposes of a general character, is valid, "as such a wakf
is in truth, a settlement on all Mussulmans though some only
participate -in its benefit." For example, a wak/ for (construct-
ing or maintaining) bridges and mosques, providing shrouds for

the dead, and like purposes is a settlement on all mankind, though
a limited number may participate at a time in its advantages; and
though no specific individuals may be mentioned as the people
for whose benefit such wakJ is created, it wo"ld be valid, because
all God's creatures can derive benefit therefrom ConsequntIy,
a walc/, the object of which is to confer a general benefit on the
public, for example, a wak/ to a snadrassa or college, or the wak/
of books to a library and such like, is valid.

A Moslem cannot make a wak/ in favour of an alien enemy,
though he may be a blood-relation, but he can make it in favour
of a non-Moslem subject (zimmi) of the same sovereign, whether
he be a stranger or related to him, for it is the conferring of kind-
ness or charity on a human being, who may be induced to take
the right way. The validity of a wak/ to a zimmi is maintained

(1) Shardya. p. 245; Ma/dtU; Jawdh&-uI.KaZm
(2) Sharaya, pp. 235 and 236; Ma/tiWi.
(3) P1. of ma8taha.
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on the ground that a sadakh or charity may be- validly given to
him, and also because there is precedent for it, " for Safia, the

Prophet's wife, made a wa/cf in favour of her brother," who was
a Jew. But it does not follow from this that a Moslem can make

a wa/cf in favour of a church, a synagogue or any place of non-
Moslem worship, for that would be assisting in the propagation
of "infidelity," which is unlawful and forbidden to Moslems. But

a zimmi can make a wa/cl on a non-Moslem place of worship. A

Moslem call make a wa/cf for the benefit of zimmis for purposes
which are lawful under the Mussulman Law, such as the repair
of their houses, erection of hospitals, or places of refuge, &c. So

can non-Moslems make a wa/cf in favour of a Moslem place of

worship.

"A wa/cf in favour of fornicators, highway robbers or drinkers A wa/cf

of wine is not valid, nor for the copying of what are now called for sinfulpurposes
Tourdt and Injil (the Pentateuch and the Christian Gospels) since invalid.
they are altered and perverted. But if such appropriations were
made by an infidel, it would be lawful. No wa/cf which is produc-

tive of sin is valid."

If a Moslem were to make a wa/cf in favour of the poor, it A wa/cf for

would be applied primarily to the benefit of the Mussuiman poor, the poor.
and if there happen to be none, then. to other poor; but a wa/cf by
a non-Moslem in favour of the poor generally would be applied for
the benefit of the poor of his neighbourhood without distinction

of creed.

When a wa/cf is made in favour of Moslems generally, all A wa/cf in

people who are subject to the laws of Islam, their women and their favour ofMoslems
children, will be included ; the use of the expression " Moslem " generally.
excludes those who aTe not subject to Islam. A wa/cf in favour of

mômins (those who have the I)nán or true faith,( 1) will be applied
only for the benefit of the followers of the twelve Iinâms.

A wa/cf in favour of rnoniins generally will be applied to such

purposes as would be beneficial to them.

(1) "Faith has two meanings—(1) general, and (2) special ; generally it
means to accept from the heart those laws which the blessed Prophet has brought;
the special meaning resolves itself into two heads :—(a) acting piously,. and (b)
believing in the Immate of the Imâms."
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If the wak/ is for Shiahs,(1) then, according to our present
usage, it will be applied for the benefit of the Imdmias. The term
Shiah includes the Jdrudiahs, the Is'mail las, and the Zaidias."(2)

Wherever the mowkoo/-alajh (i.e., the person in whose favour
a wakf is made) is described by a particular relationship, all those
who come within it are held to be included in the benefits of the
wak/.

"So that if the u'alc/ be in favour of the Imdinias, it is for
all the followers of the Imâms. In like manner, when it is for the
Zaidias, all those who assert the Imâmship of Zaid, the son of Au
(the second) are included. Likewise, whenthe connection is rela-
tionship to a particular ancestor, all those lineally descended from
him by their fathers are included. As, for instance, 'Hâshimis,'
comprehend all those descended from Hâshim through Abfl
Tâlib, Hârith, Abbâs and Abü Lahb; and 'Tâlibis' compre-
hend all descendants of Abü Tâlib, on whom be peace, both males
and females participating if connected with him on the side of their
fathers from a regard to custom, though upon this point there is
some difference of opinion."

If one should make an appiopriation for an indeterminate
class of people like the BanI TamIm, the correct opinion is that it
would be valid and should be applied to any of them who can be
found.

If a person should make an appropriation for (his) neighbours
(jIrán), a reference should be made to custom for determining who
are to be thereby comprehended.

"Some say, however, that any one whose house is within forty
cubits is a neighbour, and this opinion is well supported, while
others maintain that the meaning of the term extends to all the
occupants of forty houses on either side, but this opinion is now
abandoned."

If one should make a wcskf for a masla/lat or object of general
utility, when that has ceased to exist, it will, according to the
approved doctrine, be applied to any good or pious purpose. It
would, however, be better to apply the same with reference to the
true intentions of the wdicif. So a wak/ for a mosque will (in case
the intended mosque is not in existence) be applied to another

(1) Jawdhir ztl-Kaldm---"Shjh means a person who propagates the 1mLinat
'of Au, may the peace of God rest with him."

(2) See the Spirit o/ isIdm, (Ed. 1902), pp. 293-4.
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mosque, and that for a madrassa to another like madrassa, and so
•'on, regard being had to the same description of object as was in-
tended by the wdkif.(1)

When a wakf is made for a good purpose without any speci-
fication of the object, it will be applied to any good purpose by
which an "approach" is made to Almighty Cod.(2)

So also in the Sharh-i-Lurn'aa :-" If one makes aa appropria-
tion in 'the way of God,' it will be applied to every purpose by
which an '.approach' is made to God, because from 'the way ' is
meant the path of God, that is, the path of reward [in future life]
and the reward and pleasure of God; this will include, therefore,
helping the needy, building mosques and repairing roads,
supplying .3hrouds for the dead, aid whatever brings blessings
some say, it includes holy warfare, others that it includes Hajj
and 'Umrah (lesser pilgrimage). But the first view is correct.(3)
Similarly, if one makes an appropriation in the way of charity
or in the way of sawdb (reward), it means the same thing, and the
meaning will not be split into two parts. Some [jurists] have
said that ' the way of reward ' means the poor and indigent, and
commencement should be made with his poor relations, and by
the ' way of charity ' is meant also the poor and indigent, and
travellers and debtors who have become indebted in pious acts
and the ransoming of slaves, but the intention of the wdki/ should
always be regarded."(4)

"If one makes a dedication for charity generally, without Dedieajon
any specification of the purposes, it will be applied, (or expended) on for charity
the poor and all purposes by which an approach (to God) might generally.
be made, like conferring benefit on students, building mosques
and schools and bridges and nursha/zi'd (mausoleums), assisting
pilgrims, supplying shrouds for the dead, and it is Allowable to
spend for the general benefit of Mussulmans.' '(5)

In the Jawdhir this principle is stated thus:- " If a person
constitute a wakf for a nuislahat such as a masjid, a bridge or some
object of a similar character and all traces of its use and effect
have totally vanished (lit, have become effaced or annulled),

(1) Ma/ói,7.
(2) Bharh--Liznt'aa.
(3) Ma/dW.
(4) Comp. the Jawd1r Id-Kaldnh Chapter on Walc/.
() Riydz-U1.4hkdm.
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in such a case the income of the wa/cf property would be expend-
ed on good purposes generally. Preference, however, would be

given to an object approaching in character as nearly as possible
to the object of the original dedication." It will be seen from this
that the cyprès doctrine is carried much further under the Shiah
than even under the Hanafi Law. This wild appear more clearly
from the following dictum : " If a person were to make a dedi-
cation generally for benevolent purposes,(1) then without any
difference of opinion, the wa/cf property will be applied for the
benefit of the poor and indigent, and-for all pious acts and objects
which may be the means of approaching the Deity ; birr or charity
is a word which comprel:cnds all good and pious actions (k/lair),
such as the relief of the wa/cit's kindred, the help of the poor, the
assistance of the weak, the improvement of the condition of the
Mussulmans, the performance of Hajj, Jilidd, &c."(2)

With the exception of Ibn-i-Junaid, most of the writers are
agreed in holding that a dedication, when the object is not men-
tioned either expressly or impliedly, is void. Ibn-i-Junajd, how-
ever, holds otherwise. According to him and us followers where
a wa/cf is created but the beneficiaries are not named, the wa/cf will
be applied for purposes of birr and ihsdn (charity and good acts).
But when a person declares a property a sadakali in the way of
God (which is another way of saying it is a wak/), though he may
not mention the people for whom the sadakah is constituted, ye
it would be applied by consensus to the benefit of those whom
God has declared to be the recipients of the ordained alms, i.e.,
the poor and the indigent, the needy and the helpless. Virtually,
the views of Ibn-i-Junaid are not opposed to those of the other
jurists, for they also hold that in the absenceabsence of any express men-
tion of the special object, where the W/c/ is clearly for pious and
good purposes, it will be applied to such purposes as are for the
good of Mussulmans generally. (3)

If the wa/cf is created for an indeterminate object it is invalid:
e.g., if it is for one of two mosques or for one of two inidmbdras,.
and there is no specification for whick mosque or inidmbdra, it
is void.

(I) J0 ualur 211-A (f/U?,', CIttpt-r on IVaj.
(2) Ibid.
(3) Ibid.
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If a permn were to make a wak/ for his children or his brethren A 
u'ak/ inor his relations generally, the males and females, the nearer and the favour o

more remote, will share equally,(1) unless the drder in which they relations
should participate is specified, or it is expressly stated that it is for generally.
the males, when the shares will be distributed in accordance with the
rule laid down. Where a wakf is for paternal and maternal uncles
together, they share equally. A uakf for those " nearest to thewdkif " will be primarily applied to his parents and descendants
then to his brothers and sisters and their descendants, together
with the acendans and lastly, and on failure of I hem. In paternal
and maternal uncles and their descendants As in the lianali
system, so also under the Shiab lavi, the directions laid down
by the wTh1/, if not sinful, should be given effect to so far s po
sible. But if any of the provisions are unPraeticab	 the JIdkiuslt-Sharaa (the Judge) call 	 directions so as to male theni
conformable to the exigencies of the wak/.

SECTION V.

ESSENTIAL R EQUISITES TO THE L EGALITY OF A WAKF.

There are four essential requisites on winch depends the lega- (
4ondi-lity of a wakf.	

tions re -(1) That it must be perpetual.	 qulsite to
(1!) That it must not be Contingent..	 the lega-

lity oi
l

That possession must be given of the thing dedicated wt, more properly, the property should cease to he the propertyof the donor.

(iv) That the right of the donor should be entirely divested
therefrom (2)

J- erpetuity\Vtl1 reference to the first condition, the view
generally adopted is, that in order that a wak/ may take effect in
perpetuity 

it must be for an objector objects, which, individually
or collectively, would presumably last always. A 

wak/ formasdlih or works of general utility or for pious and benevolent
purposes generally, is valid, for any particular inasici/icit wiliell is
for the benefit of all mankind is lasting in its character, as it is for

(1) Jdm'aa.uskShj((dt
(2) Haji Kalb Hossein v. M. S. Mehrun Bibi, 4 N.-W. P., 155.

AA, ML
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the benefit of humanity at large. A charitable purpose is also
perpetual in its nature, for the poor are always in existence. In
fact, any continuing object of birr and ihsdn is sufficient for a per-
petual wak/; for example, a wak/ to supply water or sherbeg to the
congregation in the rJosques or imámbdras, to light the lamps in
a place of worship, to keep up the library of a madrassa (college),
to wage a sacred war, to support the poor Syeds of.Kerbela, to keep
in repair the aqueduct there or in any other sacred place and
such like.

Wak/ in	 So, also, where a wak/ is created for specific objects whichfavour of	
are liable to failure, if the ultimate reversion is for the poor or fordescend-

ants and	 any object of utility or a place of worship such as a mosque or
on their
failure for 

irndmbdra, the wafc/ is valid. For example, if a wak/ is created
poor,the 
	

for the descendants of the wdki/, and upon their extinction, it is
valid by

	

	 provided that the usufruct should be applied to the poor, or to-
consensus, wards a particular mosque, the wikf is valid "without

difference."
But when the wak/ is for Zaid, and nothing is said as to how

it should be applied after Zaid's death, and there is nothin g from
which the intention of the donor can be inferred as to the future
application of the proceeds of the uak/, one body of jurists have
held that, in that case, the wak/ will operate only as an 'umra(l)
during Zaid's lifetime, and on his death will, according to the
generally received doctrine, revert to the wdki/ or his heirs, as the
case may be. Similarly, if the wak/ was for Zaid and his descend-
ants, and no other (continuing or permanent) purpose was men-
tioned, to which the income should be applied upon the extinction
of Zaid's posterity, the walj/ will take effect as a hubs(2) in their
favour, giving them a limited estate so long as they are in exist-
ence. And on the extinction of Zaid's descendants the property
will revert to the heirs of the wdkif. According to another school
of jurists, the remainder in either case will be for benevolent pur-
poses in general.(3) These jurists are in agreement with Abü
Yusuf,

If a property is made wak/ or hubs for two persons, one of
whom dies, the survivor will enjoy the benefit of the property

(I) An 'unra means a life-grant.
(2) Hubs, lit, tying-up of property, means a settlement in favour of an

individual or individuals for a limited time.
(3) Jewdhirul.Kaldm, Chapter on Wak/.
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during his lifetime. Another view is, that the moiety of the
deceased will revert to the donor. But the former doctrine seems
more approved.

.A wak/ for the donor's son for one year or for his lifetime,
with the reversion for the poor, is valid (as a perpetual wa/ct) by
genera' Consensus.

If a person were to constitute a wa/cf for his sons in the fol-
lowing manner, that is to say, for one year for 'Amr, the next year
for Zaid and so on, and after them for the poor, in the following
manner—for their learned, one year, for their:-pious in the second
year, and for their maslu2 1k/i in the third year, such a wa/cf is valid
and will be given effect to.

A Contingent Wakf.—A wa/cl, the operation of which is made
dependent upon a future contingency, is invalid under the Shiah
Law. In the Shardya, the principle is stated in these words :-

If a wa/cf is restricted to a particular time or made dependent;
on some quality, of future occurrence it is void." In the Mafátih
and the Irs/cad ui-A zhdn the doctrine, thus stated in the Shardya,
is more clearly laid down	 " Without difference of opinion wa/cf
should be made at once; it cannot be made to depend on
the occurrence of an event in the future unless the same be certain
and positive." Similarly in the iSliarli-i-Lum'aa, " besides the
above-mentioned matters, tan jiz is one of the conditions of wa/cf. Meaning (
Therefore, if the wa/if has suspended it upon any contingency or ta2jz.
quality [of future occurrence] it is invalid except in cases where
the contingency .is only in the form of the expression used but
none in reality and the wdkif is aware of it, such as his saying ' I
have made this wa/cf if to-day is Friday,' and such is the rule in
regard to other contracts." In the Mabstt and Uhunia also, the
principle is stated in almost similar terms, the effect of which is
that if a wa/cf is made dependent for its operation on the happen-
ing of an uncertain contingency, it is void.(1)

(1) "So if wa/cf is restricted to a particular time, or made dependent on
some quality of future occurrence, the wa/c/is void. Such also is the case when
it is made in favour of persons who will probably fail. .s for instance, if one
should make a settlement on Zaid with a restriction to himself or extend it to
generations that would probably fail, or if he say generally for his successors
without mentioning what is to be done after they fail—in these cases it is main-
tained by some that the wa/cf should be entirely void, but o1,er8 insist that due•eourae 811014W be given to the purpo.ees actually named and thi8ia approved. Then
'upon their failure the property would revert to the heirs of the wa/cu, but some
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Sgeda Bibi	 The Allahabad High Court, in the case of Syeda BzZi v.v. Moghul Moghul Jan,(1) has carried the doctrine of tan jiz to its furthestJan. 
limit. A Mahommedan of the Shiah sect had executed a wak/-
ndnzcth, in which he declared that the deed of u'a9/ shall come into
force from the date of its registration. The learned Judges held
that the condition was repugnant to the doctrine of the Shiah
Law, and the wak/ was therefore invalid.

In the case of Hamid AU v. Mujawar Husain Klian,(2) it ap-
peared that a Mahommedan of the Shiah sect had executed a
document by which, after dedicating his properties to Hazrat
lmâin Husain, and declaring that the ownership of the same as
mutwalli should belong to him during his lifetime, he proceeded to
say:—" I shall reduce into writing in detail and *specify the powers
which I possess in respect of the management of the waRt pro-
perty in it separate will which should always be acted upon after
my death." On the same day he executed the will in which he
laid down certain rules of practice.

	

Seisin	 In a suit brought by certain persons for the removal of the
under the defendant No. 1 from the office of inutualli and for a declaration

	

Shiah	
that the property was not saleable in execution of a decree against

Law. him, the first Court held that, although the waR1 was valid it had
never been acted upon. Upon appeal the learned Judges of the
High Court came to the same conclusion, though upon somewhat
different grounds. The Chief Justice was of opinion that the
wak/ndmah was an imperfect dedication of the property according
to the Shiah Law, "for, although the donor purported to dedicate
the property when he executed the u'akfndmaiz, and also purported
to assume possession of it as mulualli, no definite objects existed
for which he was to hold possession. The wak/ ndmah was designed
not to take effect until the death of Faiyaz Au, although it as

.
-sumed in some respects the form of a disposition inter V2VOS."

of the doctors maintain that it reverts to the heirs of the 
mowkoo/ajh or thePerson in whose favour the wax-f is made. The first opinion, however, is themost approved." Tanjiz means immediate operation.

"If one should say, 'I have dedicated when the beginning of the month
should come, or if Zaid will arrive,' the dedication will not be valid."

(1) (1902), I. L, 24 All., 231. It is submitted withrespect that the condition .in this particular case did not amount to the postponement of the walc/ until theRegistration; it only gave expression to the Wáki/'a intention that the wakfshould take effect when the deed can have le;al . operation under the law.(2) (1902), L L. 24 All., 257.
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Mr. Justice Burkitt, on the other hand, held that "the appropri-
.ation, if valid, was complete under the .terms of the ftrst part of the
.oa1c/n4mah, and that it was not nugatory as being a testamentary
.walc/," but, as it was never acted upon, the wak/ purported to be
created thereunder was invalid.

SECTION VI.

DIVESTMENT OF THE WAIF'S INTEREST.

On 'this subject, the Shiahs differ from the accepted Hanaf I Divest-
doctrines and approach closely the views expressed by Irnâm ment the
Mohammed.	 interest.

"Seisin is a condition for the validity of the wak/," says the
Shardya, "so that if one should make a wakf and die without
giving possession, the subject of it would be his inheritance." (1)
'The nature of the seisin will depend on the nature of the subject of
the wak/ and of the objects for which it is dedicated.' If the dedi-
cation is for specific individuals who are sui juris and competent
to take possession of the wctk/, seisin is essentiaL But it does not
follow from this that there should be actual delivery of possession.
What is required is that there should be a transmutation of pro.
prietary right. If a trustee is appointed, he should take posses.
sion of the property. If the wdkif himself is the mutwalli, he
should hold as such.

" If, however, one should make a wa/cf in favour of his
minor children, his 'own possession would be possession on their
•behaif."(2) The same principle applies to a wa/cf by a grand-
:father, or any person in whose guardianship the children are.

The possession of the executor of the wdki/ is effectual
.seisin in law.

Where the wa/cf is for pious purposes or for the benefit of
mankind in general, no seisin is necessary. The Shardya states the
principle thus :-" Where a wa/cf is made for the poor or for the
learned in law, a superintendent (kyyum) must be appointed to
.take possession of the wa/cf property—while in the case of a wa/cf
made for a maslahat the creation of the trust is sufficient, the

(1) Bhar4ya-td--Isiam, p. 236.'
(2) Ibid.
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condition of acceptance being entirely dispensed with, and as to'
possession that of the tuizir or superintendent is sufficient."

"If a person should dedicate a mosque or place of worshiP,
the dedication is effectual though only one person should pray-
therein. In like manner, if a person dedicate .a cemetery, the
same becomes operative by the interment therein even of a single
corpse. But though people should pray in a mosque or bury in a
cemetery without the formal words of wak/ being pronounced,.
neither would pass out of the property of the owner until it is
formally dedicated.' '(1)

Where only appropriate words have been used, but no change
in the character of the possession has taken place, the wak/ would
not be operative.

Vak/ for	 Th_-e possession of the mutwalli appointed to look after thehe ,	 walc/ would be sufficient, and the wdki/ may himself be the mut-$
ainor	 walh.(2)

.hildren. As already stated, where the wakf is for the wdkif's minor
children, no express transmutation of proprietary right is neces-
sary, and if the wdki/ remains in possession, his possession would
be on their behalf.(3)

. wak/ in	 Divestment of interest.—With reference to the fourth condj-
avour of tion, it will be observed that there is a marked difference betweenmea self
iot valid the Shiah and Sunni Law on the subject. According to Abu
t*der the Yusuf, a. wdki/ is entitled to reserve for himself n interest inhjah	 the wak/ property, or-as he puts it "to eat thereout." Under

the Shiah Law, in order that a wak/ may be valid, it is necessary
that there should be no reservation of interest in favour of the
wdki/. "If a person were to make a wakf for himself," says
the Jawdhir, "it would not be valid; this is without any difference
of opinion., Similarly, a wakf commencing with the wdki/, e.g.,
for'the waicif and then for another, will be invalid, though some,
among them the Shaikh, have held that it would be invalid only
as regrds himself. The former opinion seems to be generally
adopted." "Similarly, if the wat'/ were made in favour of
another with a &mdition foi the payment of the wdki/'s debts and,
currents expenses, it would not be valid. This is supported by

(1) Shardya-id.Isldm, p. 237.	 (2) J4m1aa.u8h.8hjg1j.
(3) According to Mohammed ibn Muslim.
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the answer of Abul Hassan (the Caliph All) (may the blessing
of God rest on him) to the letter of All bin Sulainiân who wrote
to the Imâm thus:—, May I be your sacrifice; I have no chil-
dren, and I have some lands which I have received from my
father. I intend to dedicate the same for my poor and weak
brethren; if I make a wak/ in my lifetime, can I eat therefrom
whilst I live? ' To this the reply was, '1 have -received thy
letter and learnt its purport; if thou shoulcist make a wak/ of thy
lands and make a condition to eat therefrom, it will not be valid.
If thou hast heirs, sell the land and give a portion (of the proa,
ceeds) to the poor, or reserve a portion which may be sufficient
for thy support during thy lifetime and dedicate the remainder."

The following from the Jdm'aa-ush.,hjtij throws consider-
able light on this subject—

"Q. When a person makes a wcikf of some property in this
way, viz., 'I have constituted this a wak/ in perpetuity, and its
towliat I have reserved for myself iiring my lifetime, and after
my death for the eldest and fittest of my children in succession,
generation after generation (batnan-b'aad-batn), and I have appointed
that the rents and profits of the wak/ property after paying all
royal taxes and costs of collection, I shall apply for my ex-
penses; and after my death, one-tenth of the said rents and profits,
after deducting the taxes and costs shall be given to the mut-
walli for his remuneration, and the remainder divided among my
children equally, but the share of my daughters shall not go to
their children;' and some time after the wdki/ died leaving three
eons and the sons of predeceased sons, will his grandsons take any,
interest in the wak/, &c.?"

"A. i4his u'alc/ is void ab initio, for the wáki/ reserved to Divest

	

himself during his lifetime the profits of the property. It is one 	 t0
of the conditions for the legality of a wak/ that the wdkif should interesttake out the subject of the wak/ from himself. Therefore, when a
wak/ is made on his own na/s (self) it is b&il (void), though there
are others mentioned after himself as the beneficiaries thereof.
With reference to the voidableness of the wak/ as to himself there
is consensus; as regards the voidableness of the remainder, the
general opinion is that it is so, for the arguments in support of the
validity of the wak/ in favour of the others are weak. Similarly, if he
were to make awak/ and stipulate to defray his every-day expensoa
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or to pay his debts thereout, it would be invalid. But a condition
Wak/ in that his people and children and /amily aliouid eat out 0/ the wak/ is
favour of valid, as is apparent from what was done by the Prophet and his
children	 daughter (may the blessings of God rest on them both), and in this
and-des- respect there is no difference between those who are entitled to

maintenance and those who are not. In the same way, it is law-
ful to fix the allowances of mutwailis and ndzir8, or to give them
permission to eat out of the wakf and supply others with food.
And in the Masdlik it is clearly laid down that when the wdki/ is
himself the mi.dwalli, it is lawful for him to eat out of the wak/ [as a
mutwalli] and this 'eating' does not fall within the category of a
provision for the wdki/'s own benefit. The author of the Kijdyah,
however, doubts whether the wdlci/ can 'eat out of the wczkf in
this way. It must be admitted that considerable difficulties sur-
round this point, and on this account many people question the
lawfulness of the wdki/ taking any share even as rnutu'alii. For
example, a person makes a wak/ of some property on his children,
and conditions that the towliat should remain in his hands during
his lifetime, and after his death it should go to the fittest among
them, and the wdki/ also conditions that nine-tenths of the profits
of the wak/ should belong to him by right of towliat, and the re-
maining tenth should be given to the children, and that after his
death one-twentieth should be given to the fittest of the children
by right of towliat, and the balance of the income be divided among
them equally,—in such a case as this, my view is that the wakf
would not be valid Admittedly, it is lawful for the wdki/ to
retain the towliat in his own hands during his lifetime, and also
to condition that the mutwalli should feed himself , and others from
out of the wak/. From these two theses some of our jurists have
drawn the conclusion that where the wdkj/ has made a condition
for the inutwalli for the time being to feed himself and others out
of the wak/ and the wdki/ happens to be the m.utwalli, it is lawful
for him to eat thereout, though a few have doubted the lawful-
ness of his doing so. The result is, that the legality of the mut-
walli eating out of the wak/ depends on his quality as mutwalli,
and not upon the fact of the wdki/ being the mutwalli. And the
jurists are agreed that where anything has been fixed for the mut-
wallis generally, it is lawful for the wdlci/, when he happens to be
the muLU,alli, to take so much as is fixed for the other muewallj,s;
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but I have nowhere seen that it has been held that a wdki/, whilst he

is the mutwalli, can lawfully take for himself-anything he likes out of But the

the wakf simply because he himself is the mutwaUi. The meaning when
of this is, that the retention of such a general power which would mutioal,U

authorise his taking the largest share for himself, leaving almost can law-
nothing for the beneficiaries, is contradictory to the condition fully takbthe allow-
which requires a complete divestment of all proprietary right on ance re-

the part of the wdki/. This, of course, does not apply to a person sdfor
the trus-

who has made a wak/ for the indigent and has himself become tees gene-

poor, or where he has made a ecakf for the learned and has himself rally.

become learned. In such cases, the wdki/ would be entitled to

participate in the benefits of the wak/, and it makes no difference

whether at the time of the wakf he is a fakir or learned, or whether
he becomes so afterwards. But if he makes a condition that he,

as a fakir, should participate in it, it would not be valid. The

result is that where a wak/ is made for a general purpose (jihát-

i-'adrnma), a wdkif may lawfully participate in it."

From the above passage, it is clear that the wdki/ can lawfully

take the allowance fixed for the mutwallis generally, when he

himself holds the office.

There is another case given in the Jdmc aaush.ShiUdt which

deserves equal attention with the above as explaining the question

how far a wdkif may reserve to himself any interest in the wak/

property.
Q. One Zaid makes a wak/ of six dams of a certain pro-

perty and six dams of a certain mill and executes a wakfndnzah

which is attested by one of the mujtalzids of the time, who is dead.

The purport of the wak/ndmah is as follows:—out of the walc/

four, dams should be for the benefit of the wdki/'s male children,

generation after generation ; should there be no male children then
for the female children in perpetuity; two dams to be devoted to
the following purposes, viz., for the expenses of the saefed months

of Rajab, Shâbân and Ramazân, in such away that the goodresult-
ing from such disbursements may be for the soul of the vdki/, and

during the first two months fifteen Koran-readers should be enter-
tained, each of whom should read four parts of the Koran, and,
after the death of the wd kif , they should offer prayers and fastings

for the soul of the wdkif, and that during his lifetime the w2kif

should be mutwa Ui thereof, and after his death his eldest son should



'522	 THE SHAH LAW ItELATrNG TO WAKF.

be the mutwalli, and so on; that during his lifetime he should take
fths of the proceeds by virtue of the office of towliat, and Ath
should be given to the children, that after his death th should
be given to the mutwallj, and the rest distributed among his
children. Is such a wa/cf valid? "

"A. This question cannot be answered without its being
discussed in three aspects—

"If the document, the purport of which has been given above
forms the only evidence of the conditions of this wa/ct, then it must
be pronounced to be wanting in legality on several grounds; (a)
with reference to the dedication of the two dams, it would appear
that it does not come into operation until after the death of the
wdkif, for the directions given as to the mode of application of the
proceeds thereof take effect only as a testamentary provision upon
his death, since the wdkil declares that the income thereof should
be applied in entertaining Koran-readers, feeding the poor, per-

	

Wakf in	
forming prayers, &c., upon his death for the benefit of his soul.one's 

own But it is a condition for the legality of a wa/cf inter vivos that it

	

favour.	 .

should have operation immediately. In the present case, the u'okfof the two ddms is dependent upon the death of the testator; in
fact, there is no one entitled to the benefit of that portion unless it
be presumed that it is the wa/if himself, which would be invalid.
And if it were said that the proceeds of the two ddms should be
applied to charity in general until the death of the wdki/, and after
his death should be applied to the Koran-reading, &c., mentioned
by him, this is clearly opposed to the purport of the u'ak/ndrnah
itself. The wa/cl, therefore, is clearly invalid, as it is a wa'c/ vir-
tually in one's own favour."

Similarly, if one were to make a wa/cf and condition therein
that out of the income thereof his debts should be paid, such a
wa/cf would be invalid. But if a person were to convey his property
in trust to sell the same and out of the proceeds to pay his debts

and to invest the remainder for religious or pious purposes, or in
erecting a religious building and maintaining religious observances

therein, it would be a valid dedication.(1)

	

A wak/ in	
If a person were to make a settlement on himself and the poor,favour of 

only half the property would be validly dedicated, and with refer-

(1) Comp. Haji Mohammed Kazein v. Phudia BIbI, supra.
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ence to the remaining"half: the wakf would not take effect.. In. the one's:'If-If
case of Haji Kalb Hossein v. Musst. Mehrun Bii,(1). the Allahabad or
High Court enforced this. principle. The decision in.. this. case is Haji Ka&
so important that it may be usefully set out here in extenso	 Hoein

v. Mumt-In the year 1851 one Mussamat Sahibzadee executed: a deed Mei1,n
by which she appropriated certain moneys and estates, of which Bzbi.
She was possessed, to certain religious and other purposes in the.
following manner, viz., she appropriated two-thirds of the income
to herself during her lifetime for her necessary expenses, and the
remaining one-third of the income she declared divisible into fifty-
five shares, of which some were to be distributed to certain persons
therein mentioned, charged with religious duties, and the residue
was to be expended on religious. ceremonIes, which were specified.
She appointed herself trustee, and declared that the fifty-Ave
shares as detailed would remain appropriated during her trustee-
ship, and that neither she nor her assignee, nor representative should
have power to transfer the property so appropriated; and she
declared further that after her trusteeship, the trustee who might
succeed to her should, after discharging the Government revenue
and other outgoings andcharges of management, divide the balance
of the income into 165 shares, and retain 55 shares on account of
his trusteeship, and apply the remaining shares. as therein directed
to the payment of pensions to persons therein mentioned, for the
performance of religious duties, and to certain specified religious
purposes. By this deed. one share out of the 55 shares in the in-
come of the property was. to be paid to the plaintiff, who was the
respondent in the High Court, during the lifetime of the set,tlor,
aind 10 shares out of the 165 shares into which the income wan
to be divided on the expiry of the settlor's trusteeship, were to be
paid to her, and after her death, to her heirs, " generation after
generation," subject to the condition that they performed certain
religious duties therein particularised

The settlor died in 1872, and the respondent, having failed in
obtaining payment of . the shares appropriated to her by the deed-
of 1851, instituted a suit to-recover her allowance

- thereunder
The Lower Courts decreed the pjaintiff's claim. In special appeal
it was contended inter alia that the resperndent ought, prior to the

(1) 4 N.-W. P. H. C. Reports, 15.
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Haji Kab institution of the suit, to have obtained sanction of the Court under
.Ho8sesn V. section 18, Act XX of 1863. With reference to this objection the
Jlusst.'
Melirun	 High Court held as follows --- That section only prescribes the
Bibi— necessity for obtaining sanction when suits are instituted under

that Act. This suit is not instituted under that Act: the res-
pondent hag instituted this suit to recover a direct pecuniary in-
terest created in her favour by the deed of 1851. The Act, while

• lit empowered persons to sue, whose right to sue independently of

the Act may be doubtful, did not deprive persons in the position
of the respondent of the right to sue, which they have independ-
'ently of the Act, nor did it impose on them the necessity of
obtaining sanction of the Court for the institution of this suit.
Moreover, the Act refers to foundations to which, at the time the
Act was passed, the provions of Regulation XIX of 1810 were
applicable ; and it appears to us that to the trust created by the
deed of 1851 the provisions of that Regulation were not applicable.
The management of the trust-estate had never been assumed by
the Government officer, nor was the nomination of the trustee, at
the time the Act was passed, vested in the Government or a public
.officer, nor was the nomination of the trustee subject to the con-
•flrmation of Government or any public officer. The nomination
of a trustee may hereafter in certain events become vested in a
public officer, but these events have not yet happened. We,
therefore, overrule this objection."

The learned Judges then proceeded to deal with the principal
.objection in the following terms :-" It is contended that the deed
of 1851 was not a valid deed of wak/ according to the tenets of
the Imamea sect, first, because Sahibzadee Begum remained in
possession of the property as proprietor up to the date of the gift
in 1867, and, secondly, because she reserved to herself a benefit out
of the wakf property, in that she reserved two-thirds of the income
for the necessary expenses during her lifetime. To constitute a
valid wak/ according to the doctrine of the Shiahs, it must be abso-
lute and unconditional, and possession must be given of the mowkoo/
or thing appropriated, and it must be taken entirely out of the
wdki/ or proprietor himself. Firstly, then we have to consider
whether possession was given of the appropriated property. The
law allows the appropriator to appoint-himself mutwalli, conse-
..quently inasmuch as the settlor appointed herself mutwalli, and
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by her conduct subsequent to the execution of the deed of 1851 Haji Kalb
indicated that she held the appropriated property on the trust
declared in that deed, we hold there was sufficient proof of posses .- Mehn.cn
sion to satisfy the requirements of the law; but we also hold that Biobi
as to two-thirds of the property, the deed of 1851 did not create a (conold)..
valid wak/. The settlor reserved to herself the benefit of the income
of two-thirds of the appropriated property,. so much of the
property she settled on herself for her lifetime, and ' conse-
quently this case is not distinguishable from the cases mentioned,
in the Shardya. It remains to be determined whether the inva-
lidity of the deed of 1851, as a wakfndma/j, in respect of the two-
thirds, renders it altogether invalid, or invalid only to the extent
of • the two-thirds. The Sltardya declares that where a settlement
is made on another with a condition for the payment of the
wdki/'s debts, or necessary expenses, such a settlement is invalid..
In that case the reservation is of an indefinite benefit; in the'
present case one-third of the income, a definite share was, as it
appears to us, absolutely and permanently appropriated to
purposes other than the temporal benefit of the settlor, and:
entirely taken out of the settlor, and inasmuch as the wak/ of a
mush6a, or undivided share in a thing is valid, we feel ourselves.
at liberty to hold that the deed of 1851 was valid to the extent
of one-third of the income of the property; and that that share
of the property is available for the satisfaction of the trust
declared by the settlor to take effect after her trusteeship.
Consequently the claim of the respqndent must be reduced by'
two-thirds."

Qualification -to the rnle.-_Though it is not lawlul fora wdkifto create a wak/ in his favour, Cc if the wak/ is in the way of
God or 'for a pious or religious purpose, for example, a mosque, it
would be lawful for the wdki/ to derive benefit therefrom, viz., to
participate in the prayers held there and to offer his prayers in
the place. Similarly, in the case of any other wak/ of a publiccharacter , such as a bridge or hostel (musdflrkMneh)." In otherwords the wákif can avail himself of the benefit of the institution
in the same way as any other member of the public.

In considering the validity of a wak/ which is not of a public•
nature, and in the benefit of which the wdki/ participates to a
certain extent by implication, the important question to determine.
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Participa- is whether the waki/ intentionally made a reservation in his
tionby the e favour of that interest. Apparently, the participation of the
benefit of wáki/ to a certain extent, which does not show that the wakf was
a walc/. a mere device for tying-up the property for the wdki/'8 own bene-

fit, would not be invalid. This view is submitted as the result

of the difficult and somewhat casuistical arguments discussed in
the Jaw.ihjr-u-Kaldm.

If. a person were to create a wak/ and make a tonthtion that
the property should return to him in case of necessity, the condition
would be valid and the wak/ would be void, the transaction taking
effect as a mere hubs or settlement; when the need arises the
property would revert to the owner. The need must be such as
is considered valid under custom and usage, but not anything
technically called a need. When the property once reverts to
the donor the right of alienation will attach to it,(l) and on the
death of the owner the property will go to his heirs.

ditions
Valid Coil-	 A condition to the effect that the wdki/ should have the power

n of excluding any one he liked from the benefit of the wakf is in-
valid. But a c&ndition to introduce fresh beneficiaries is valid,
except in the case of a wak/ in favour of children.

When a wak/ is for one's children generally, children born
after the wak/ will be included, though there may not be any
express condition to that effect. But when a uak/ is made for
children and the property is made over to them, after-born
children will not be included unless it has been so expressly
provided.

When a wak/ is made for the benefit of one's infant children,
the donor will not have the power of so varying the terms of the
wakf as to include outsiders in its benefit unless he has expressly
reservedpower to that effect. 	 -

Possession. Seisin.—The seisin whieh is required is on behalf of the first. -	 -
beneficiary or mowlcoo/-alaih and all regard to possession ceases in
the subsequent steps. As already stated, it is not necessary,
however, that there -should be any actual transfer of possession;
what is required is a change in the character of the possession.
-For a wdkiJ may make a wa/ and remain in possession as

(1) Slwrdya-uI-Ialam; p. 237. In other words the wakJ in such a case takes
effect as a settlement.
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trustee for the beneficiaries of the trust; such retention of
possession will not affect the legal character of the wak/.

As the provision requiring seisin on the part of the first cestul
que tru8t relates to a change in the character of the possession,
constructive delivery of possession is sufficient. As under the
Hanafi Law, when the possession is already in the hands of the cisgul
quo trust or of the trustee, no formal delivery of seisin is necessary.
The former possession is sufficient to validate the wak/. For
example, if A were to dedicate a property which is in his
possession through an agent B, and were to appoint B as the
mutwalli or trustee thereof, no further delivery of possession is
necessary, the relation of B as agent ceases with the creation of
the wakf and the property remains in his hands as a trustee.

The passage in the Shardya, therefore, that "the seisin which is
required is of the first mowkoof-alaih" must be read with due regard
to the other circumstances. Nor is the seisin of the b&nuñciary or
beneficiaries themselves necessary. Any one who is actually or con-
structively their agent may take possession of it. Where a wak/
is made for a charitable or pious purpose of a public character, as in
the case of an appropriation for the poor, for lawyers, for students
and such like, it is out of the question for the entire body of
beneficiaries to obtain seisin of the property; the possession of
the superintendent appointed by the wdkif or fn his absence of
the Judge of of a curator appointed by him for that purpose,
will be sufficient.

The wdlci/ can validly appoint himself as the muiwa Ui of the JVakfmwak/. In the case of a wak/ in favour of an object of public favour of
an object ofutility (maslaizat) such as a bridge, a mosque and such like, public

acceptance is not a condition nor seisin of any specific person utility.
'deriving benefit from such object is necessary. The seisin of a
mutwalli or ndzir appointed for the purpose of managing or
looking after the maintenance of the wak/ is sufficient. When the
wdlci/ has constituted a mutwalU or -superintendent no reference is
necessary to the Judge. In case of any question as to the validity
of his appointment, the Judge, as the guardian of the interests
of the Mussulman public, will appoint a nazir or curator.

When a place or building is dedicated for prayers, it 
will Dedication

'become operative if prayers have been offered there even'- by one of a maajid
person. Similarly, a cenretery will become dedicated by the orcemetery.
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burial of one corpse. It must, however, be borne in mind that

the intention of the appropriator must be apparent. For
example, the permission of the owner of a house to another person
to pray therein, or even the continuous offering of prayers in a
private house, will not convert the residence into a masjid or a
place of worship. But if a person declares that he dedicates his.
house as a mosque and after that allows another person to pray
therein, that would be sufficient to crçate a valid wak/.(l)
Again, if a person were to erect a building of the customary
type of a mosque, and allow another to offer his prayers therein,
it would be sufficient, though there may be no express declara-
tion constituting it a wakf.. Mere interment of a corpse on a
land or offering of prayers in a building xr t.hout express or
implied declaration of intention on the part of the grantor, will
not be sufficient to constitute the land or building a valid
wak/.

If a father or grandfather were to make a wakf of a certain
property belonging to him, for his child or grandchild, and retain
possession of it on behalf of such child notwithstanding that
a rnutwaUi has been appointed, such possession is lawful, and
will be regarded in law as the possession of the cestui que1
trust.

Dedication	 The beneficial interest; in such properties as are dedicated for
for pious	 general charitable or pious purposes appertains to God, for there
Purposes ' is no mdl (property) without a nzdlik (owner), and inasmuch as.

there is no specific beneficial owner of such public trust, the
property impliedly belongs to the Deity.

WakJ for	 Where a wakf is made for one's children's children (awldd-i4-
awldd), the children of daughters will parchildren.	 ticipate with those of
the son.

Where a wak/ is made for one's children and their children,
the descendants of the, third generation will not be included, un-
less it can be gathered that the donor intende! all his descendants.
to share in the benefit of the wak/.(2)

When a wakf is made for one's awt4d and awld of awldd and
their awldd, all the surviving descendants share equally per capita,

(1) Jawclhir-ut.Kaldrn.
(2) Ibid.
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unless it is laid down that they should take batn (generation) after
ixUn, when the bans will take in succession.

When a wak/ is made for the wdlci/'s children generally, it Wak/ ba
will endure to the benefit of all the descendants of the 

u'álcif ; and 1ldren
upon their extinction alone the benefit of the wak/ will go to the
poor.

When a wakf is made for a mosque which becomes ruined, and
the village or m.ahaliaJ (quarter) in which it is situated becomes
deserted, yet the wak/ will not cease, and the property will not
revert to the wdki/ notwithstanding that, barring the traces of the
building, nothing else remains of the mosque. This doctrine says
the S1ardya is accepted "among us" witho&t a difference (I)

When a building becomes ruined, so that there are no traces
left of i, the land on which it was situated will not go out (of the
category) of wak/, and cannot be sold. The ruin of the building
will not destroy the wakf, the characteristic of which is perpetuity.

The wdki/ is authorised to make a proviso to the effect that Sale of 
'walcjthe mutwalli shall have the power to sell the property and invest property.

the proceeds to better advantage. In the absence of any such

provision if it appears that its sale would be to the advantage of
the wakf or of the beneficiaries by investing the proceeds in some
other more profitable property, the mutwalli may validly sell it
with the sanction of the Judge.

When disputes have arisen among the beneficiaries, and it Power to
has become apparent that by keeping the property in its original alter -
form considerable injury will accrue to the walcf, sale also is lrwestmeat.
allowed.

When a wakf is made for the poor, it will be applied to the
poor of the place where it is situated, and such of those as are
forthcoming to avail themselves of its benefit. The mutwaili has
not to search for them and distribute the proceeds among them.

Imâm AbC Jaafar II declared in answer to an enquiry by AbÜ
Ali ibn Sulaiman that when land has been dedicated for the poor
descendants of so-and-so, it should be applied to the benefit of such
of them as are living in the city where the wakf is situated, or
such as come forward to claim it, and the mutwalli is not bound
to go in search of them.

(1) JawaMr.ulKakm chap. on Way.
AA, ML

34
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Neither	 A' 8Q4akah cannot be revoked after possession has once beena sadals4h
nor a.wak/ given, for it is equivalent to a hiba-bi'l-ewaz. The object of a
can be	 wakf, as well as of a sadalcah, is to obtain the favour of God and
revoked.	 when it is made the favour is obtained, so it cannot be revoked.



CHAPTER XVII.

THE MALIKI LAW RELATING TO WAKFS.

SECTION I.

THE CONSTITUTION OF A WAKF.

THE Mliki rules relating to wak/s are in the main identical
with the HanafI Law, except in certain features which require
special consideration. The Mâlikis also trace the law of wak/ to

the same tradition as the Hanafis.(l)
The capacity for making a wakf is the same as in respect of The

-other dispositions of property, such as a gift. 	 wdkJ

The wdkif consequently must be:—
(a) Free and not a slave.
(b) Sane.
(c) In good health, or, to be more exact, he must not be

.Buff , from a death-illness. A wakf by a "sick" person is
similar to a legacy. It is null when made in favour of an heir,
and reducible to a third if made in favour of a person who has not
the right of inheritance.

"A wak/ made in favour of heirs," says Khalil ibn Ishâk,
by a person during the illness of which he dies, is null and void;

but a wak/ made in favour of descendants of the direct line jwho
are not heirs] by such a person is valid if it does not exceed the
third of the inheritance."

(d) Possessor of the property made wak/, that is to say, he
must have dominion over it. 	 -

The Courts of Justice have consequently annulled the walc/—
(i) when the donor died heavily involved in debt, and the
property endowed had to be sold to discharge his debts; (ii) when
the debts of the settlor exceeded his assets; (iii) when the grantor
was not in proprietary possession of the property when he made
the walf.

(1) 2 Saut.ayra, p. 374.
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The bene-
ficiary.

(e) Sui juris, having the full exercise of his or her rights.
A (Mâliki) married woman, therefore, cannot make a wak/ of
more than one-third of her property without the consent of her'
husband.

A non-Moslem who fulfils the conditions above-mentioned can
make a wak/ of the whole or part of his property. The law
imposes but one limitation over the liberality of those who do
not follow the Islamic faith ; it forbids their constituting a
mosque as beneficiary of their wak/. ' It is unlawful for a
non-Moslem," says the text, " to make . a wakf in favour of It

mosque."

A wcik/ can be constituted in favour of every person who can
possess property'; it can also be made in favour of unborn
children and non-existing objects. Accordingly, the wdki/ can'
designate as beneficiaries

(a) A Mussulman, or a non-Moslem fellow-subject (Zimmi).
But " a wak/ in favour of a non-Mosleth living in a hostile country
is invalid."

(b) 1%'Ien and women.
(c) Majors and minors.
(d) Heirs or non-heirs.
(e) Strangers.	 -

(I) Works of beneficence and charity, for example, a cemetery,
a caravanserai, thetomb of a saint, the sacred cities of Mecca.
and Medina.(1)

(g) The poor, the sick, the maimed, etc.
The wdkif has, therefore, the right to point out the benefi-

ciaries, to take them either from his family or froni without.
But is tle right absolute ? Does it go so far as to enable the'
wdki/ to exclude his daughters? The words of Khalil ibn lshâk
on this point are precise—" a wak/ in favour of sons to the
exclusion of daughters is illegal," and this rule has constantly

been enforced by the Courts of Justice in Algeria. " Whereas,"
says a decree made on the 30th December 1864 by the Court of'

Algiers, " the Koran is the foundation of the religious dogmas
and of the civil law of the Mussulmans; and whereas its precepts
determine specially the order and manner of succession in families.

The wakj/'s
powers.

A wak/
excluding
any child
from its
benefit not
valid.

(1)Comp. the provisions of the Hanaft Law, ante.
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(Sura IX); and whereas the distribution of property such, as it
has ordained gives to the children of the female sex a quotient of

the inheritance of which the female line cannot be deprived in
favour of the male descendants without the wish of the Legislator
being ignored, consequently a wak/ so constituted would be
tainted by radical illegality as made in disregard of the command-
ments, of the Prophet, the wak/ in question must therefore be
annulled."

Considering," says another decree of the 3rd November
1868, "that the wakf was made according to the Mâliki school;
that according to this school female children cannot be excluded
from the benefits of a wak/, the deed is null and void."(l)

As for sons," according to Sidi Khalil, " the grantor may
validly exclude them from the wak/." " The reverse " (the
-exclusion of sons), says Perron, "is legal, but the Courts do
not feel justified in acting upon the authorities upon whose
opinion this view is based, and have extended the principle laid
-down by Sidi F.halll so as t place the sons on the same footing
as7 daughters, and have declared that neither should be excluded
from receiving the benefits of the wak/." One of the decrees of
the Algerian Court of the 20th March 1865. says :-" That in
virtue of a verse in Chap. IV of the Koran, the son has the right

to a determinate share in the paternal heritage and cannot be
-excluded therefrom directly or indirectly, that a wak/ made by
the father in favour of his daughter excluding the son should be

regarded as being in reality but a disguised donation having for
-its object the contradiction of the Mussulinan Law, that for
these reasons such walc/ must be set aside.''(2)

In any case, exclusion is only forbidden as regards children of Descen-
the first degree. Sidi Khalil pronounces only those wak/s illegal dante of
that are made in favour of sons to the exclusion of daughters. the second

,'Consequently the Courts have sanctioned the exclusion of— degree
may be

(a) A grandson.	 excluded.
(b) The female issue of daughters. -
(c) All the issue of daughters.
(d) The daughters of sons.
...........

(1) According to the Hanafi Law, it is sinful but not illegal.
(2) These decisions re founded exclusively on the Mâiiki doctrines and have

,no application to the Hanafis. It will be noticed, however, that the validity of
.a wakf in favour of the descendants is not questioned.
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The wdlài/ may designate not only the first beneficiaries of
the wak/ but also the successive ones in the order in which each.
should come. He, therefore, .has the power of laying down special
ruiep of devolution different from that appointed in the S1ar'aa
(the Law).

Rule.	 The cdki/ may declare 18ely, that the right of representation
re1atn	 should be admitted; 2ndly, that devolution should take place perto

volution of capita; 3r&y, that the division should be made among the bene-
a family	 ficiaries according to sex. But if the deed constituting the wak/

contains no clause on these different points the following rules will
be observed :-

In the absence of an express provision regarding the right
of representation the ordinary rule of Mussulman Law would
apply. In this respect the Mâliki rules are identical with those
reoognied by the Hanafis.

Regarding the second point, devolution in the first degree, that
is, among children of the wdki/, must necessarily go per capita.
On the other hand, in the second degree and lower down ordinarily
it takes place per sUrpes, according to the rule laid down by the
jurist Ibn Rushd and carried out by al-Lakhim, al-Hattab and
others. The son inherits from his father and is not excluded by
his uricles, because every child succeeds and cOntinues the branch
of his. 'father. The wdkif, however, can prescribe that the devolu-
tion throughout successive devolutions should be per capita.

The Algerian Courts have' repeatedly given effect to the
ordinary, rule. One of the decrees, that of the 20th April 1874,
was pronounced under the following circumstances :—a wak/ had,
by a series of 'successive devolutions, come to two brothers.
Mohammed and al-Hadj All. Mohammed died in 18C9, leaving
seven children, and the Kflzi of Algiers decided, upon the diffi -
culties that arose about the possession of the walc/ property, by-
a judgment of the 20th October 1873 (confirmed on the 20th
April following), that the children of Mohammed should divide-
among themselves as representing one branch the half of their
father's share, and that al-Hadj Ali as, the head of another'
branch should hold the other half of the wakf.

The ' third point relating to distribution among the benefi-
ciarieg is expounded in clear terms by Khalil An Ishâk, "if the-
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waki/ has not fixed the proportions, men and women should have
equal shares."

Tho wdki/ can provide further that the preferential right of a
double line should be maintained, but in default of an express. clause
the consanguine should share equally with the relations of the
full-blood. "The full brother and consanguine brother," says the
Shaikh al-ilattab, "have equal rights, as their relation in respct
to the father is equal in degree and in legal force..' . ' "If the
wdki/," says Sidi Khalil, "has . conditioned that the portion de- Ru1eaof
volving upon such an one should fall to his nearest relative, and devohition.
if this person has full brothers as well as consanguine and uterine
brothers, which of these would have the right to the benefit of the
wak/'; would the full brothers be preferred to the other brotherg'?
No; because they are all equally distant; there are the same
number of degrees between them all." The commentator Abdiil
Bald lays down the same doctrine. "By the words 'the nearest
relative,' it is understood that the full brother and the. consan-
guine brother have equal rights, as their relationship to their father
is equal."

The lower line in the same branch, which is a degree further
off, participates with the upper line,, which is nearer, where it is
provided by the terms of the wak/; if not, it is excluded by the
upper line.

In order better to understand this rule we subjoin the follow-
ing genealogical table-.-.

ABtJ'L KASIM
0

0

	

	 \o Al-Aibi
Al Ayeshi

Abdul Kro\ 

0 Sliman
 Mohammed

Ahmed	 0 Ben Aim

Abu'l Kâsim, the founder of the wakf, had two sons al-Arbi
and al-Ayeshi who became entitled in equal moieties to the pro-
duce thereof. Upon al-Arbi's death, the profits of the wak/ were
divided into two shares, viz., al-Ayeshi retained his' half, and
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Sliman succeeded to the half of his father's share. Al-Ayeshi
had two sons, Abdul Kaclir and Mohammed. Abdul Kadir died
in the lifetime of his father, leaving him surviving Ahmed and
Aissa.

Q. Who should take the ho If of the wa/cf which had devolved
upon al-Ayeshi?

Rules of	 A. If the wa/cfndmah does not contain any special condition,devolution
—cont&. Mohammed would take exclusively, because Ahmed and Ben

Aissa his nephews, are a degree more distant than he, and because
they do not represent their pre-deceased father. Had the 

wdki/
made a provision to the effect that all the degree should take
equally, the inferior together with the superior, Ahmed, Ben Aissa
and Mohammed would have become jointly entitled to the share
of al-Ayeshi and would have each taken one-sixth share of the
produce of the wa/cf. This is in accordance with a decision of the
Court of Algiers passed on the 25th May 1874.

Take another case:

0 SLiMAN 0 Mohammed	 0 A1. Hadj AU

o Kaddour 0 Ajh ô Abdtir () OmarO Hanifa
/ Rahman

/

/
0 Rekia

Sliman makes a wa/cf in favour of all his children without dis-
tinction of sex; in default of descendants, in favour of his brothers,
Mohammed and al-Hadj Ali, and their issue, similarly, without
distinction of sex. Sliman died without issue, and the wa/cf
consequently devolved on his two brothers. Mohammed died
leaving five children; they divided equally among themselves the
half of that which their father had held. Abdur Rahman then
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died, leaving his only daughter Rekia, who takes the whole of her
father's share contrary to that which happens upon ordinary
succession. Then al-lladj Ali dies without issue.

Q. Upon whom would devolve his half of the wak/ produce?

A. Kad dour, Aisha, Omar and Hanif a each take one-quarter.
As for Rekia, she is not entitled to a share in Ali's portion, as she

is a degree more remote from him than her uncles and aunts, and
representation not being provided for, she cannot claim the
Tights of her father predeceased. This is the solution given by
the Court of Algiers on the 20th April 1874.

Where one of the beneficiaries dies without issue, his share
devolves, as in the last example, upon his nearest relatives. Some-
times the wdki/ declares this formally. " The one of the two
who dies first shall transmit his share to the other."

But more often the deed is silent on this point, and the
Courts interpret this silence as though the clause above quoted
were inserted. Thus a man named Ahmed bin Abdul-Kâdir
made a walt-f in favour of his children; c iie of these dying without
issue, his portion was allotted to his four brothers and sisters,
each taking a• fourth share in accordance with the decision of the
Majlis of Médéa of the 3rd September 1858. Thus, again, a wakf
was held by several beneficiaries ; one of these dying, a contest
arose among thn survivors, and the Court of Algiers, by a decree
of the 12th September 1867, decided that his share should be
divided into equal portions among those who were of the same
degree of relationship with him. This deeision has since been
confirmed by a judgment of the Kâzi of the 15th Circle on the
10th September and by a decree of the Court of the 25th July 1871.
Such a solution admits of no difficulty when the beneficiaries are
all descended in a direct or a collateral line from the founder of
the wak/, because they are all united by ties of relationship, and
are all heirs of one another; but what should be the principle
for decision in those cases where the beneficiaries nominated by the
wdki/ do not belong to the same, family and one of them dies
without issue I Would his share fall to his co-beneficiaries? If
the deed contains a clause like the one we have quoted iri the
wak/ndmah of 1874 or any other stipulation from which one
might surmise that it was the walt-if 8 wish to leave the walt-f to
the su'rvivor, the question would be answered in the affirmative;
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this is clearly deducible from the principle laid down by Khalil
ibn Ishâk :-" A wak/ granted to ten people for enjoyment during
their lives reverts, after all are deceased, to the u'dlci/ or in his.
default to his heirs."

In the absence, however, of any condition to that effect in the
wak/ndrnah, the co-beneficiary has no claim, and the deceased's
share would go to the succeeding beneficiary, or would revert to
the-donor if the succession is not indicated, as exemplified in the
following passage in the text:-- " When a wak/ is made in favour
of two particular persons, and after them in favour of the poor,
these would be placed after the decease of one of' the two in pos-
session of his share."

SECTION IL

WHAT MAY BE CONS LITUTED WAKF.

The subject
of wak/.

Wak/ of
movable
property
valid.

Khalil ibn Tshâk has laid down, that all property over which
dominion can be lawfully exercised may legitimately be constituted
wakf. And the jurists have gone so far as to declare that benefit
accruing from draught-cattle or horses, and the services of
31aves to nurse the sick, may lawfully be dedicated. Whether
simple aliment can be made wuk/ depends on the answer to the
general question whether movable property can be lawfully dedi-
cated. And it must be admitted that there is considerable diver-
gence among the jurists on this point. But it seems generally
agreed that movable property can be made waX-f as well as immov-
able property, and Perron has declared that this is in accordance
with the spirit of the Mâliki school. A decree of the Court of
Algiers has confirmed the above principle. Khalil ibn Ishâk has
declared that the wak/ of a book for a library or a war-horse or a
suit of armour is lawful. But in consideration of the primary-
object of a wak/ and of the fact that when an appropriation is
made, the intention of the wdkif is to reserve property for pious.
acts, the usufruct being only given to the beneficiaries, the lawyers
have held that those things which are liable to be destroyed by
use or likely to perish in the course of time, could not be consti -
tuted wakf.

But a wak/ may be made of every kind of movable object,
when they are to be sold and the price realised therefrom is to
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be invested in the acquisition of immovable property or other.
property from which permanent benefit is accruable.(1) Agri-
cultural implements, oxen and other animals. for agricultural pur--
poses may be made wakf without any question.

A fractional share of a particular property may lawfully be WaJc/ of!
dedicated. And. when a house has been made wak/, and a portion
of it has been sold to pay the wálci/'s debts, the remaining portion -
will continue subject to the dedication. It is not necessary that
the wdkif should be in actual possession of the property at the
time of making the wak/. The law authorises the dedication of
future property This principle has been confirmed by a decree of
the Kâzi of Algiers made in 1873 and again in 1874. The latter
is worded thus.: 'A . dedication in the name of the Almighty
constituting as wakf the whole of which a man is possessed; and
that which may accrue to him in the future, is lawful, but it
will take effect with reference to such properties of which the
beneficiary obtained full possession before the death of the
wdkif."

"A wak/ is made," says Sidi Khali], "by the use of the Formali--
following expressions: ' I make a wak/,' or ' I give in alms; 'ties rela-

tivetobut these foriiuha must be emphasised by indicating the object the creat--
of the dedication." 	 ing of a

In spite of its imp'-rtance the constitution ' of a walc/ is not wakf.

subject to any solemnity or publicity. It is validly made by a
declaration before witnesses. But the validity of a walq is subject.
to some essential conditions, namely, (a) that it should bear the	 -
character of a pious act; (b) that there should be a transfer of the
subject-matter of the wakf, and (c) that the proprietary rights of
the wdlcif should be divested therefrom. The first of these con-
ditions is the result of the constitution of a wak/ generally. Con-
sequently, when a wak/ is made in favour of private individuals,
the ultimate dedication is always reserved for such objects as the
Holy Cities, a mosque, a caravanserai, a cemetery, a sanctuary, the The ii
poor, etc. This is done by adding a clause generally worded thus: dityof a
-" And after the total extinction of the appointed beneficiaries wak/ not
the wak/ should go to so-and-so." We may add that a pious. act dependent:

upon amay be independent of the idea of charity. Sidi Khalil expressly charitable-
mentions this and Perron explains that the wak/ would be valid purpose..

(1) Comp. the Hanafi Law.
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nd the act pious, even though the beneficiaries were in the most
affluent circumstances.

Delivery of On the necessity of delivery of possession to a trustee on
pos.t-.ssion behalf of the beneficiaries or a change of seisin, the Mâlikis differ
necessary. from Abü Ynsuf but agree with Imâm Mohammed and the Shiahs.

"The taking of possession," s&ys Mohammed Assem, "is the soul
of a wakf, and if the wdkif continues jto overlook and administer the
wa/cf property and to exercise rights of ownership over it, this in
itself renders the wa/cf null ; the law cannot legalise it." What
is required, however, is not actual delivery of possession but
ransmutatjon of possession, or a change in the character of the

dominion exercised over the property dedicated. The wa/cu may
lawfully constitut3 himself the trustee.

When a wa/cf is in favour of an individual, possession of the
beneficiary should be either by himself, if adult, or by his father
or guardian, if an infant; when it is in favour of a body of indivi-
duals, transfer of possession must be made to a trustee.

In the case of a wa/cf fora pious or religious purpose, posses-
sion should be taken by its administrator. Transfer of possession
is dispensed with only in case of a wa/cf made by a father in
favour of his minor son, provided the circumstanes sufficiently
show that there was a bond fide intention to make a walc/, e.g.,
(a) that the produe. of the wa/cf had been applied to the benefit of
the Cestui que trust; (7)) that the father did not himself continue
to derive absolute benefit therefrom.

When	
The taking of possession is therefore a necessary formality, but

possession at what period should it take place ? "The law does not dictatehould be
itaken, that this formality should immediately follow the deed of consti-

tution ; it only requires it to be accomplished while the constitu-

ent still retains the necessary qualifications for establishing a wa/cl;
that is, possesses the disposing capacity and is able to exercise the
right of property over it." "The wa/cf is null," says Khalil Ibn
Ishák, "when it has not been taken possession of before the death
of the grantor, or before the illness to which he succumbed."

The wdkt7 has the power of subjecting the wa/cf to certain
conditions, and these conditions must be strictly observed. He
may determine the school of law according to which it should be
managed, appoint the person or persons to undertake the ad-
ministration, settle the order of successive devolutions, declare
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that the beneficiary in case of poverty should have the right to -
alienate the wakf, prescribe that in certain cases the wa/cf should
revert to his heirs, and so forth; and, in genera), order all
measures relating to the execution of the wakf; but there his
power ends, and any conditions contrary to the principle of wa1f
or reserving a power to alter its provisions or to annul the wakf
or to sell the property, in fact, any conditior, which would have
the effect of destroying the wakf, is null and void.

According to Khalil Thu Ishâk, perpetuity is not an essential Tempo
condition of wakf; and his two commentators, al-Karkhj and.rary wak
Abdul Bald, explain further that temporary wakfs, those made lawful..
for even a single year or for the lifetime of any given person, are
lawful and valid, and that the produce of the wa/cf thus consti-
tuted where no beneficiary is . indicated, after the expiration of the
period for which the trust is created, will go to the poor.

Can the wd/cif annul the wakf of his own motion solely l Can
he modify the prescribed clauses before possession of the bene--
ficiary ? The jurists, among them Ibn-ul-Hajib and Abdus-

Salflm, have answered these questions in the negative. The con-
stitution, once made, must remain intact and be carried into
effect without any modification. And if the clauses of the
wakfndmah are obscure, incomplete, or susceptible of diverse
interpretation, the difficulty should be taken before the Kflzi, who
must, pronounce according to the custom and usage of the place
or according to the mode in which it has hitherio been carried
into effect, if it has existed for some time.

SECTION Ill.

ThE LEGAL EFFECT OF A WAKF.

The constitution of a property into wa/cf produces three differ--The legaLent effects: It renders the property constituted as wa/cf inalien.. effect ofable, imprescriptjble and non-heritable. A wak/ property is nalien..U/
able, because it belongs virtually to Almighty God, being intended

for the benefit of mankind, the successive beneficiaries being entitled
only to the usufruct thereof and not having the power to alienate it.

There are, however, several exceptions to this principle. If
the wa/cf 

be of land or of movable property that can no longer-be
useful, it should be sold and others bought with the price thereof:



THE MALIKI LAW, RELATING TO WAKFS.

If a mosque has to he enlarged, and if the sale of a piece of land
ttached thereto is the only mode by which funds can be forth-

coming therefor, such sale would be permitted. If a beneficiary
be poor and the produce of the walc/ insufficient to procure for him
the means of sibsistence, alienation might take place with the
leave of the Kâzi, whether the wdlci/ provided for this in the deed.
or not.

If. the wdki/ was so heavily indebted at the time of creating
the wak/ that his debts exceeded his assets, the creditors would be
entitled to realise the debt from the property, and after their debts
have been satisfied, the balance of the sale-proceeds, if any, should
he invested for the benefit of the cestui que trust. A wakf niy be
the object of an exchange, but such exchange would only be valid
upon approval of the Kflzi, after h has assured himself that the
value of the two properties is equal. The exchanged property

-would then become wak/ and would be subject to the same rule as
the original tvakf, and if the wakf bad been for a specific purpose
which fails, it would be applied to some other pious object., if poe-

:sible similar in character to the original purpose; for example, a
wdki/ dedicates some property for the purpose of constructing a
bridge or a school, and if those buildings have been constructed
by the State, the produce of the property would be applied to

-some similar object, in default of which the wak/ would be applied
to help the poor kindred of the wdki/, preferentially his asal4/i

• (agnates).

The beneficiaries have no right to alienate the wakf property;
they can only enjoy its produce. For that purpose they are en-
.titled to hold possession of it either perscnally or by a manager
.or administrator.

Neither the cestui que trust nor the administrator can grant a
lease of_ the wak/ property for a long period. According to Sidi
Khalil, two years, according to others three years, is the longest
term for which a lease may be given unless it is given to the next
beneficiary, when it may be for ten years. The lease may, how-
-ever, be extended if the property needs repairs. It is a principle
that property held as wak/ must be kept in good repair, and that
future beneficiaries can, in order to preserve their rights, oblige the
usufructor to lease the house that is falling into ruin and to apply
-the rent wholly to its reconstruction or repair.
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(b) The second effect of the constitution of wakf is to render
the property imprescriptible, that is, it cannot be subject to the
rights of the sovereign as private property.

(c) The third effect resulting from the constitution of wakf 13, The direc-
that it renders the property so dedicated non-heritable, and sub- tions of the
jects the course of descent, in respect of the beneficial interest wdk^f nust

be earnedto the succession pointed out by the wdkif. On this point all out.
writers agree. "The rules of succession to walcf property laid
-down by the waki/ must be strictly observed," says Sidi Khalil,
and Ibrâhim llalabi(1) adds, that" the wa7ci/ has absolute power
to make any disposition he wishes regarding the usufruct of this
property."

(I) The author of the Multeka.



CHAPTER XVIII.

THE LAW OF WAKF ACCORDING TO THE

SHAFEI SCHOOL.(1)

IT is essential that the wdki/ should be capable of declaring
his will, and that he should have the faculty of disposition over his.
property, while the subject of the wakf must be such as can be
made use of perpetually. Therefore, the subject of the dedication
may not consist of ailments or odoriferous plants; but with that
exception, the walef of movable property is as valid as that of
immovable property. But it is not valid to make a u'ak/ of a
trained dog. The wakf of mushd'a or property held in joint tenancy
is valid. The validity of a u'akf of buildings or plantations upon
another person's land held by the owner of the buildings or plan-
tations under a lease is acknowledged.

The object in whose favour a wakf is created must be.

capable of taking possession constructively or actually of the
wakf property. A wak/, therefore, in favour of an infant en ventre

sa mere or a slave is not valid.

A wak/ may be made in favour of a Zimmi (a non-Mosleiii
fellow-subject), but not in favour of an apostate, nor of a non-
Moslem not subject to a Mussulman ruler nor in favour of one's

self.(2) A wakf for an unlawful purpose, as for example, the
construction of Christian churches or of synagogues is void: but
a wak/ in favour of an hospital for Christians or Jews, made as.
it is with a pious motive, is lawful. A wak/ is valid equally in
favour of the poor as of the rich, of the learned, of mosques or of
SChOol3.

The intention of making a waX] must be formulated in•
explicit terms, " I make a cakf of such a thing," or " my field
shall be a wakf in favour of such a person." The expressions "I
consecrate," or " I offer it to such charity," are also explicit..

(1) The following is from the if inhdj.ia.Tdlibin.
(2) Comp. the Hanafl and Shah Law.
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The same is the case with the expression, 'I make a sacred gilt Expressions
by which aof such a thing, or endow it ,or it shall not be sold or given 
wak/ may

to another person." On the other hand, the expression "I give " be con-
without any further qualification cannot be considered explicit, stituted.
even if the intention was to make a wak/; and it is only in the case
of a wak/, not in favour of one or more individuals, but in favour
of a class of people or of the public, that this expression accom-
panied by the intention is regarded as explicit. The expressions,

I consecrate such an object," or ''I wish that it should remain
eternally in that state," are not xplicit ; but the words '' I

destine such a property fe the purpose of a mosque " sufflc' t-•
make the spot consecrated to worshi j-

A wak/ in favour of a certain and particular person is not
complete without his acceptance, which acceptance must in no
case take place after a previous refusal. A wakf made in these
terms, " I constitute this my land walc/ for the term of a year "
is void, but if the words used are, " I make a u'ak/ in favour of my
children, or in favour f such an one and subsequently upon his
issue," without adding anything else, the wakf remains intact
even after the extinction of the family. The usu/ruct 0/ the wak/ Failure of
reverts to the nearest relative of the founder when the purpose'urpos fails the
and the holders , nom'jncaed by hint have become extinct.

Accordiig to the Sliâfei doctrines in every wa/cf a beginning
mwst be made with an object in actual existence ; for example,
when a wa/cf is made in the following terms, I make a wa/cf in
favour of the child I ma y have ;" it is invalid, for there is	 -
nobody to take possession of the wak/; but the failure of any of
the intermediate beneficiaries does not avoid the wak/.(l)

Nor can a wa/cf be madedependeii t upon a contingency which A contin-
may never occur; as for example, "I make a wa/cf on condition gent wakf.
that Zaid should come.''

Conditions imposed by the wa/if must be obsc ved faithfully,

as for example, if he has made a condition that the endowed1ands
shall not be let out, it can only be done with the sanction of the
Kzi; or that a religious building founded be specially dedicated

(1) The Shafefa arc in agreement with the Shiahs on this point. Under
the Hanafi Law, as already ,observed, if a waf is created for a non-existentobject the u,ok/ wilt not be invaPd; its income will be applied for the benefit
of the poor until the object specified comes into eistetjce.
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to a certain persuasion, such as the Shâfei. In ths latter case,
the members of this sect alone shall be entitled to share in the
benefit of the u'ak/. And this rule applies equally to the founding
of a school or of a hostelry. In the case of an endowment in
favour of two persons and subsequently in favour of the poor, at
the death of one of them his portion of the usufruct reverts to
the other and not to the poor,(1) who only profit thereby after
the death of both. This doctrine has been supported by ShâfeI
himself.

Waki in	 When a wa/cf is constituted in the following terms, viz., "the
favour of wa/cf is for my children and my grandchildren," the usuCuctchildren
and d-	 must be equally divided among the children and the grandchildren
cendants. that exist at the time of the wakf, even if the words "who are

their descendants" or "generation after generation " is added.

When, on the other hand, the following terms have been used
in favour of my children, then of my grandchildren, then of my

great-grandchildren, the one after the other," or " the former
first," the successive generations have the enjoyment of the usufruct
but the first class takes first. The grandchildren, however, have
no right to a wa/cf made only in favour of children. The grand-

children born of the daughter of the founder are included in the

expressions ' posterity," " descent," progeny," or ''grand-
children " unless it has been declared, '' the grandchildren that
bear my name."

An apposition preceding several words joined together refers
to all, as for example in this sentence, I make a wakt in favour
of those who are dear to me, my children, my grandchildren and
my brothers," it is the children, grandchildren and brothers that
are accounted "dear " by the founder. The same is the case
with an apposition that follows and of the reservation added to
the principal, clauses, provided that these words are united by the
conjunction "and.." For example, "I make an endowment in
favour of my children and of my grandchildren and of my brothers
who are dear to me" or "provided there are no persons of
notoriously bad conduct among them."

The proprietorship of wa/cf property is transferred to God.
that is to say, such property ceases for ever to be subject to the

(I) Comp. the Hansfi L&w, aide, P. 384.
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Tight of private proprietorship and thenceforth it belongs neither
to the wdki/ nor to him in whose favour the wakf is made.
Only the usufruct of the wak/ belongs to the beneficiary and he Wak/
may have the enjoyment thereof either in person or by the inter- property
mediation of another, for example, by lending him the endowed notsubjeot
o to riglits ofbject or letting it to him. The holder of the usufruct has the full private
right to the rent or to that which the endowedproperty produces, proprietor-
such as fruit, wool and milk, and the young of the animals.
After the death of a wak/ animal, the skin belongs to the holder
of the usufruct.

The walc/ of a tree does not, ccording to the ShafeI
school, become extinct when the tree dies, as the decay of a tree
does not preclude the use of the wood, though, according to others,
the tree must then be sold by auction and the price used in the
same manner as the indemnity for a murdered bondsman
which must be applied in obtaining the services of another. The
worn-out mats and the broken beams of a mosque may be sold,
and this is only lawful on condition that these articles should serve
as fuel. The ground on which a thosque stands may, in 110 case,
be sold even if the edifice has fallen into ruin and its reconstruc-
tion be impossible.

When the founder has reserved for himself the administration The rules
of the wakf, or if he has conferred the office upon a third person, relating to
the arrangement must be carried into effect; but if nothing of tow vlt.

this kind has been stipulated by the wdki/, the administration
devolves on the Judge who has the power of appointing a manager.
It is essential that the administrator of a wak/ should be of good
character and qualified for the office both by his physical
powers and intellectual faculties. The functions of the adminis-
trator are the custody and consolidation of the wak/ property
and the coIIcting and distributing of the rents and profits, but he is
forbidden to over-step the limits of his powers, if the administra-
tion has only partly been given to him. In every case, the founder
has the right of deposing his administrator and of appointing
another, unless he be nominated administrator in the deed of
endowment itself without reservation of such a right. A lease
granted by an administrator continues notwithstanding a rise in
price or a more advantageous offer.



CHAPTER XIX.

RULES OF PROCEDURE.

As regards the right of a beneficiary to obtain a declaration

that a certain property is wak/, or to establish his title to a.

share in the proceeds of a certain wakf, the Mussulman Law is

very distinct. It provides that any beneficiary can at any time
proceed before the Kâzi and obtain any redress to which he may
be legally entitled. The law imposes no restriction as to the man-

ner in which he should proceed. The Indian Legislature, however,
has, with respect to a certain class of cases, provided rules which
require consideration, especially ns the Calcutta iiiI Aihiliahad.
High Courts are not in accord with each other in regard to the

procedure.

In Mussulman countries, endowments which are in their
nature public, or the benefits of which are for the public generally,
are under the direction, control and supervision of a special officer
appointed by the Government, who is called the Názir-i-Awlcdf.
But the Kâzi, as the represeiitative of the sovereign, is the general

curator of all wakfs, whether public or private. When the British
first assumed under the authority of the Mogul Emperor the
government of these Provinces, they found scattered throughout
the country numerous endowments, chiefly created by the
sovereigns and chieftains. For a time matters were allowed to
remain in the condition of disorder in which the collapse of the
Mussulman Government had left the endowments. But in 1810
it was found necessary to pass a law for the purpose of protecting
and preserving these dedications and grants. With that object
Regulation XIX of 1810 was passed. Its object is sufficiently
clear from the preamble.(l)

(1) " Whereas considerable endowments have been granted in land by the
preceding Governments of this country, and by individuals for the support of
mosques, Hindoo temples, colleges and for other pious and beneficial purposes,
and whereas there are grounds to suppose that the produce of such lands is in.
many mitanees appropriated contrary to the intentions of the donors to the per.
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In 1863, however, it was considered desirable on the part of
Government to divest itself of all connection with the religiour,
endowments of Hindus and Mahommedans, and to retain the con-
trol only of such institutions as were secular in their character.
It was supposed that the connection of a Christian Government
with the religious establishments of Hindus and Mahommedans
was anomalous and inexpedient. To give effect to this mistaken,
but intelligible, policy, Act XX of 1863 was passed.(1)

The preamble and the earlier sections of this Act indicate con-
clusively its scope, and there can hardly be any doubt that its
operation was confined to such trusts or endowments as were
transferred,to trustees under sections 4 to 7 of the Act. And so

,sonal use of the individuals in immediate charge and possession of such endow-
ments, and whereas it is an important duty of every Government to provide that
all such endowments be applied according to the real intent and will of the
grantor, and whereas it is moreover essential to provide for the maintenance
and repair of bridges, serais, kuttaras and either buildings which have been
erected, either at the expense of Government or of individuals for the use
and convenienóe of the public, and also to establish proper rules for the
custody and disposal of nuzool property or escheats, the following rules
have been enacted to be in force from the period of their promulgation
throughout the provinces immediately dependant on the Presidency of
Fort William.

The general superintendence of all lands granted for the support of
mosques, Hindu temples, colleges and for other pious and beneficial purposes,
and of all public buildings, such as bridges, serais, kuttaras and other edifices,
is hereby vested in the Board of Revenue and Board of Commissioners in
the several districts, subject to the control of those Boards respectively."

(1) "Whereas it is expedient to relieve the Boards of Revenue and the Local
Agents in the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal and the Presidency of Fort
St. George from the duties imposed on them by Regulation XIX of 1810 of the
Bengal Code, so far as 'those duties embrace the superintendence of lands granted
:for the support of mosques or Hindu temples and for other religious uses, the
.appropriation of endowments made for the maintenance of such religious estab-
.lishments, the repair and preservation of buildings connected therewith, and the
.appointment-of Trustees or Managers thereof, or involve any connexion with the
management of such religious establishments, and whereas it is expedient for that
purpose to repeal so much of Regulation XIX, 1810, of the Bengal Code, and Regu-
lation VII, 1817, of the Madras Code, as relate to endowments for the support of
mosques, Hindu temples or other religious purposes, it is enacted as follows :-

1. "So much of Regulation XIX, 1810, of the Bengal Code, and so
much of Regulation VII, 1817, of the Madras Code, as relate to endoments
for the support of mosques, Hindu temples or other religious purposes are
repealed."

Section IV furnishes the chief index to the object of the Act.
In the case of every such mosque, temple or other religious establishment

sh1ci ot the time of the passing of this Act shall be, under the managemet]t
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Del roes	 it was expressly decided in the case of Deiroos Banoo Begvm V.
Banoo	

Nawab Syeg Asgitur Ally K/iun,(1)in which it was further held that

Nawab Syed where such transfer had taken place, parties interested in such
Asghur Ally endowments might come in and apply for leave to sue the trustee
Khan. or 

manager thereof,(2) and no suit would be maintainable without
leave previously obtained under section 18. But where the charge
of the endowments had never been transferred to trustees under,
the provisions of the Act, no preliminary leave was necessary. In
fact, the transfer under sections 4 to 7 was regarded as a test
whether the endowment was, in its nature, public or not. If it
had been taken charge of by the Board of Revenue under Regu-
lation XIX of I810, and subsequently transferred to trustees
under Act XX of 18G3, prima fade, it was such as to entitle the

public generally to share in its benefit. And in that case prelimi-
nary leave to sue would be necessary before a suit could be main-
tained. The principle laid down in Deiroos Banoo Begum v. Nawab

Syed Asghur Ally with reference to the nature and scope of Act
Jan Ally v. XX of 1863 has been virtually overruled by the decision in Jan

Ram. Navth Ally v. Rain Nauth MunduL(3) In this case, it has been held in
Mundul.

effect that every mosque, Hindu temple, college or religious insti-
tution for the support of which !and had been granted by the pre-
ceding Governments, or by individuals, come within the purview

Lati/un-	 of the Act, and that consequently no suit can be instituted with
nissa V.	 reference to any of these institutions without leave having been
Nazirun
Mi.

of any Trustee, Manager or Superintendent whose nomination shall not vest in
nor be exercised by nor be subject to the confirmation of the Government
nor any public officer, the Local Government shall, as soon as possible after
the Act, transfer to such Trustee, Manager or Superintendent all the landed
or other property which at the time of the passing of this Act shall be under
the superintendence or in the posses.sion of the Board of Revenue or any
Local Agent and belonging to such mosque. temple or other religious.
establishment except such property as is hereinafter provided and the powers.
and responsibilities of the Board of Revenue and the Local Agents in respect
to such mosque, temple or other religious establishment and to all land and
other property so transferred except as regards acts done and liabilities.
incurred by the said Board of Revenue or any Local Agent previous to such,
transfer,shall cease and determine." Section V provides the procedure in eases
of dispute regarding the right of succession in case of a vacancy in the office of
trustee, &c., to whom property has been transferred under Section IV, and
Section VI declares the rights, powers and responsibilities of such trustees.

(1) [1883], 15 Beng. L. R., 167.
(2) See Kaniz Fatima v. Bibi Sahebjan, 8 V. B., 313.
(3) [1882], L L, 8 Cal., 32.
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first obtained under section i8.(1) This ruling apparently was
adopted in another case decided by the Calcutta High Court.(2
In this case the plaintiff had sued to recover possession as mutwalli
of certain parcels of land alleging that they were dedicated as wak/,
and that the profits were applied to the feeding of wayfarers and
travellers, to lighting the mosque and shrine in the evening, and

to meet the expenses of repeating prayers on the occasion of
Id and Bakreed, and that the said profits were never spent for
personal purposes. The plaintiff also alleged that her deceased
husband had been the former mutwalli, that upon his death her
step-son took possession of the wak/ properties and had since given
a mokurruri pottah of the dedicated lands to the second defendant

She accordingly prayed that the properties in suit may be declared
to be y ak!, and the sale and lease thereof may be set aside.

She succeeded in establishing that the four parcels of the land
in suit were waA/ and obtained a decree in respect thereof in the
first Court which was upheld by the Judge. On special appeal to
the High Court of Calcutta, it was urged on behalf of the defend-
ants that the plaintiff had no sufficient interest to entitle her to
sue. These contentions were accepted by the learned Judges who
dismissed the plaintiff's suit on the following grounds

According to the plaint in this case the trust is one partly
for charitable and partly for religious purposes. So far as the
trust was ' for the feeding of wayfarers,' it was a trust for the
benefit of a considerable portion of the public answering a parti-
cular description, and was therefore a trust for a public charitable

put-pose. The object of the plaintiff's suit was to oust the met-
walli, get herself appointed in his place and ave the properties
vested in her. Section 539 of the Code applies to a suit of this
nature which is really one for the administration of the trust,
and such a suit can only be brought in accordance with the provi-
sions of that section. But even Supposing that the endowment in
the case was neither a public charity within the meaning of see-

(1) Section 18 runs thus :-' 'No suit shall be entertained under this Act
without a preliniinaiy application being first made to the Court for leave to insti-
tute such suit. The application may be made upon unstamped paper. The
Court on the perusal of the application shall determine whether there are suffi.
cient prima fade grounds for the institution of a suit, and if in the judgment of
the Court there are such grounds, leave shall be given for its institution, &c"

(2) LOtI/Un01830 Bibi v. Nazirun Bbi [1885], I. L., 11 CaL, 33.



$52	 THE LAW RELATING TO WAKF.

tion 539 of the Civil Procedure Code, nor a religious endowment
to which Act XX of 1863 is applicable, the, plaintiff was.
not entitled to sue alone to be appointed mu&alli and to obtain
possession of the property. The first Court holds that she was
entitled to bring this suit, because she was a wife of Mokram Ali,

the late mvtwalli, but we cannot agree that this is a sufficient reason.
Even if we regard her as suing as a person interested in the trust,
then, on the face of the plaint, there are other persons interested
and she could only sue on behalf of all who were so interested, and
in order so to sue she should have obtained the permission of the
Court and otherwise complied with the provisions of sectitn 30
of the Civil Procedure Code; not having done so, we thLìk she had
no right of action. In whatever light the suit be regarded, there-

fore, we think it clear that it was not properly framed and will
not lie."

As will be seen later, this view is clearly opposed to the
provisions of the Mahommedan Law, and it introduces restrictions
not recognised under that law. The Allahabad High Court
has dissented from the views expressed by the Calcutta High
Court. It has held that every Mahommedan has an inherent
right to maintain a suit for the purpose of establishing a wakf or

his own right to share in its benefits. ,L In the case of Za/aryab Au
Zaryb	 v. Bakhla.war Singh ,.(]) certain Mahommedans sued for possession
Ali v.
Bakhk-	 of a " takia" known by the name of Najuf Ali Shah, "by
WW&flgh. cancellation of an hypothecation thereof, dated the 28th May

1877, and of a decree, dated the 18th May 1880, as well as of
a judicial sale, dated the 30th May 1881, by the demolition of two
walls and by the ejectment of the defendants." They alleged in

their plaint that the property in suit was " uak/" or a charitable

endowment including a mosque (imâmbara) and a grave-yard
in which there were many tombs, * * * * that defendant
No. 1, the manager of the property, and the ancestors of defen-
.dants Nos. 2, 3 and 4 hypothecated the premises to defendant
No. 5 who, having obtained a decree enforcing the hypothe-
cation, caused the property to be brought to sale, and it was pur-
chased. by him and defendants Nos. 6 and 7, that defendant No. 5

having .tained possession of the property, erected two walls on

(1) (18831 I. L., 5 All., 407.
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the land thereby interfering with the purposes for which the pro-
perty was originally intended, and that the plaintiffs became
aware of all these proceedings on the 24th January 1882, and in
consequence brought the present suit. The defendants set up as
a defence to the suit that the plaintiffs were not competent to sue.
'The Court of First Instance held that the plaintiffs were competent
to sue, observing as follows

" It is a rule of daily practice that every aggrieved party is entitled to get
!his grievance remedied. On the same principle a certain set of the interested
.Mahommedans in this case have come forward to bring this Suit against the de-
fendants to get their complaint redressed by the Courts of Justice. The Mahom-
medan Law sanctions the course of action by the plaintiffs in this case. Every.
Mahommedan according to the tenets of his religion is entitled to .get public
charitable property protected from the hands of strangers."

On appeal, however, the Judge reversed the decision of the
first Court, holding that the plaintiff had no right to sue. He
also made the following observations

Referring to a' recent and closely analogous case decided by the Presidency
Court in August last, Jun. AU v. Ramaauth Mun4ul,(1) I am of opinion that
plaintiffs have no right to bring the present . suit which is to have the property
declared walc/ and made over to them as such. They do not, however, pretend to
be the trustees or to have a special interest in the alleged endowment, nor do
they bring forward any deed creating it; I do not think that this brings the suit
under Act XX of 1863, for they do not really mean to sue the manager for mis-
feasance, although they have included him in the prayer to set aside his con-
veyance. But even i f it did, the Suit is out of rule, as there was no application made
to this Court or to any other for permission to sue. If it be alleged that there has
been a breach of trust regarding a chasitable endowment, then the leave of the
Collector ought to have been obtained under section 539, which has not been
-done. The plaintiffs, moreover, have not made any assertion in any part of their
plaint as to any special right of suit, as to their being persons attending or having

right to attend the alleged mosque, but simply state their ground of action to
have arisen when they heard of the alienation to the defendants. Were this suit
'brought by the latter, the Courts could deal with it ., but a question (such as lies
at the root here) of whether a place was one of public worship, &c., would be more
appropriately settled by the Municipal Commissioners of the town as it certainly
would be more legal to adopt such a course. For this reason I dismiss the suit.

In second appeal, the plaintiffs contended (a) that being mem-
bers of the Mahommedan community, they were legally compe-
tent to maintain the suit; (b) that they were not bound to observe
the preliminary procedure enjoined by section 539 of the Civil
Procedure Code, that section having no bearing on the suit;
.and (c) that the Lower Appellate Court had misapprehended the
scope of the suit which did not seek any of the remedies provided
by that section.

(1) Supra.
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The High Court of Allahabad reversed the second Court's
judgment, holding as follows :-

"The plaintiffs as Mahommedans, entitled to frequent the mosque and to
use the other religious building connected with the endowment, can clearly main.
tain the present suit, and section 530 of the Procedure Code has no application to
such a case; the endowment in question being, in our opinion, a religious institu-
tion within the meaning of section 24 of Act VI of 1871, and therefore governed
by Mahommedan Law. We therefore remand the case under section 502 of the
Code of Procedure for trial on the merits."

Jawahra v.	 In the later case of Jawahra v. Akbur Hossein,(1) which was
44kbur
Hossein.	 decided by a Full Bench of the same Court, the question as to the

right of a Mahommedan to maintain a suit for the establishment
of his right to use a mosque for purposes of devotion was
discussed at considerable length.

The plaint in this case stated that, in a village blonging to
the plaintiff, there was an "old dilapidated mosque intended, for
Mahommedan worship" which "was protected and looked
after" by him and other Mahommedans of the village; that in
consequence of the mosque and its appurtenances being wak/, it
had been excluded from the partition of the village, and the plain.-
tiff intended to repair the mosque; that the defendants had
enclosed a part of the land and had also erected a mill on a part of
it; that they had by means of certain erections of thatch and mud
converted the mosque into a place for storing straw, all of which
acts they had wrongfully done; that the plaintiff had remonstrated
with the defendants and asked them to remove the things, but
they paid no attention to this request, and prevented the plaintiff
from making repairs; and that these "unlawful acts of the de-
fendants were calculated to affect the character of- the said en-
dowed property and were an insult to their religion." Upon
these allegations the plaintiff claimed "a declaration of his right
to repair the old dilapidated mosque......by removal of the
defendants' interference" and the demolition of the compound, by
removal of the mill, the thatches and the straw storedTin the
mosque. The plaint concluded with these words—" Suit brought
according to the doctrines of the Mahoinmedan religion and on
written and oral evidence." The defendants did not deny the
acts imputed to them by the plaintiff. They defended the suit
upon the grounds, amongst others, that the building wich was,

(1) [1885], L L., 7 All., 178.
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the subject-matter of the suit was not a mosque but an " atta or Jawahra Y.
fortress made for the purpose of shelter from robbers in former Akbur

Ho88e$fl-
days," and that the plaintiff had no right to repair it. The Court contd..
of First Instance found that the building was a mosque and. not

an "atta," and held that "the plaintiff, as a Mahonamedan and
guardian of religious buildings, was entitled to repair the mosque."
It, therefore, gave the plaintiff a decree as claimed. On appeal
the defendants contended that "a claim for endowed property
cannot be instituted and heard without the permission of the
Advocate-General under Act XX of 1863." Upon this point

the Court observed as follows :—
"The first ground of appeal must be overruled. In a similar case— Za/ar--

yab All v. Balchtawar Singh(1)—our own High Court have just ruled that section
539 of the Civil Procedure Code would not apply, and that the plaintiffs, as per-
sons entitled to frequent the mosque, can maintain the suit. This, however,
is quite opposed to a ruling of the Calcutta High Court—Jan All v. Barn Nauth-
Mundu&' '(2)

The decree of the Court of First Instance was accordingly

affirmed.
On second appeal the defendants contended (a) that the suit

was not maintainable in its present form, as no special right to

sue in the plaintiff was disclosed, and (b) that as there were pro-
bably other Mahommedan residents in the village, the suit was not
maintainable without compliance with the provisions of section
30 of the Civil Procedure Code.

Upon these facts and contentions, Chief Justice Petheram
delivered the following judgment

"I have no doubt that the plaintiff was competent to main
tair this action. The question has arisen in consequence of the

peculiar way in which property of this kind, is held. According to
Mahommedan custom, the property in a mosque and in the laud.

connected with it is vested in no one. It is not the subject of
human ownership, but all the members of the Mahommedan corn--
miinity are entitled to use it for purposes of devotion whenever,

the mosque is open. Now, the Mahommedans are only a part of
the population of this country, so that the right is not vested in

the general public, and therefore it resembles a right in a private-
way. Every one who has such a right is entitled to exercise it.

(1) L18831 L L, 5 All, 497
(2) Siipra.
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Jawahra v. without hindrance, and has a right of action against any one who

Hossein—. interferes with its exercise. It is not a joint right, , it is a right
ontd. which belongs to many people. Section 30 was meant to apply

to a case in which many persons are jointly interested in obtaining
relief; and where under the old law it would have been necessary
for all of such persons to be joined, section 30 prevents the record
from being unnecessarily encumbered by many names, and allows
one or more with the permission of the Court to sue or defend on
behalf of all. The rule was introduced in orer to prevent rich
Pons from joining together and putting forward a pauper to
conduct the suit and thus escaping all costs. In the present case
it is clear that an individual right has been violated, and that an

- action will therefore lie."

Mr. Justice Mahmud's remarks are also well worthy of con-
sideration :-

"I wish to add a few observations regarding the Mahomme-
dan Law as to endowments generally, and in particular as to
mosques. It must, in the first place, be shown that the Mahom-
medan people have a right to maintain a suit like the present. But
authorities on such a point need not be cited, for the principle is too
well known among Mahomrnedan lawyers. The rule of the Ma-

hommedan Law on the subject is that, when any one has resolved
to devote his property to religious purposes, as soon as his mind is
made up and his intention declared by some specific act, such as
delivery, &c., an endowment is immediately constituted ; his act
deprives him of all ownership in the property, and to use the tech-
nical language of Mahommedan lawyers, vests it in God in such
a manner as subjects it to the rules of divine property whence
the appropriator's right in it is extinguished, and it becomes a
property of God by the advantage of it resulting to His
creatures.UI. t. '

"A mosque is an endowment of this kind, and the Mahom-
medan community or any member of it has a right to enter the
mosque and to pray there. The learned Chief Justice has shown
that, under the circumstances, in India, a mosque cannot be re-
garded as vested in the public at large, but in the Mahommedan
part of the public, and it cannot be said that any Mahommedan is
bound to maintain a suit on behalf of the public generally. The
right of a Mahommedan to use a mosque is, as th1 learned Chief

/
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Justice has said, like the right to use a private road; any one who.
has the right may maintain a suit in respect of it. This settles the
question as to section 30 of the Civil Procedure Code. That sec-
tion applies only to cases where no individual right is 	 dinterfere

with, but here we have the case of a mosque in a small village,
and one of the worshippers in that mosque is obtructed in his use
of it for purposes of devotion. He had a privac tight and it was
violated. In regard to section 539 of the Civil Procedure Cod:e, I
was one of the Bench who made this reference, and I wish to add
my reasons for holding that the section does not apply to the pre-
sent case. There is here no question of trust or trustee or of mal-
versation of trust-funds or other breach of trust. The object of
such a suit as this is not such as is contemplated by any of the
various clauses of section 539. In conclusion, I have a few words.
to say regarding the case which has been cited, Jan Ali v. Ram
NauthMunduL(1) decided in the Calcutta High Court by Prinsep and
Field, JJ. Towards the end of the judgment in that case the 101-
lowing observations occur ' Now so far as regards these prayers,.
we think that the plaintiffs were not authorised to institute this
suit merely by reason of having that interest which is set out in
para. 10 in the plaint, that is, an interest crcatd by their being
followers of the Moslem religion living in the vicinity of the mosque
and being in the habit of attending the rnusjid. That interest
is common to them with a large number of other persons—common
to them with, we will not say all the Mahommedan population of
the country, but certainly with all the Mahommedan residents in
the vicinity, and we think that this is a case which falls within the

provisions of section 30 of the Civil Procedure Code. That sec-
tion enacts that 'where there are numerous parties having the
same interest in one suit, one or more of such parties may, with
the permission of the Court, sue or be sued or may defend in such
suit on behalf of all parties so interested.' It may be quite pos-
sible that if these plaintiffs had applied to the Court under the
provisions of section 30; they would have obtained permission to
institute this suit, but not having obtained that permission, they
certainly were not entitled to institute the suit; and under the-
circunstances we think that the ground of objection taken by the
defendants in the second paragraph of their written statement, and

(1) This will become clear later.
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which forms the subject of the second issue, was a good objection,

and that this suit was properly dismissed by the District Judge.'
Now, with all due deference to the learned Judges who delivered
that judgment, I dissent from the remarks which I have just read.
I hold that it is an undoubted principle of Mahommedan Lai that
the persons who have the most direct interest in a mosque are the
worshippers who are entitled and accustomed to use it. It is
impossible to imagine whose interest in the mosque'can be direct if
theirs is not, and I should say that, even if this case fell under the
purview of section 539, they would have locus slandi to maintain
the suit. But for the reasons which I have already given 1 am
of opinion that neither section 30 nor section 539 of the Civil
Procedure Code applies to the present case, and that the plaintiff
was competent to maintain the suit."

The judgment of the Allahabad High Court is in conformity
with the provisions of the Mahommedan Law. Every Mussuirnan
who derives any benefit from a wa/cf or trüt is entitled to
maintain an action against the muiwalli, to establish his right
thereto, or against a trespasser to recover any portion of the
wa/cf property which has been misappropriated, without joining
any other person who may participate with him in the benefit.

This is clear from the rules enunciated in the Durr-ul-Mukhg,jr
and the Radd,-ul-Muhtir. "Some of the beneficiaries," says the
Durr-ul-Mulc/ttdr, "can sue on behalf of the others, as some of the
heirs can represent the rest; and according to the Ashbdh there is
no third case [in which this maybe done]." "But," proceeds the
author of the Durr-ul-Mukhtdr, "I say that similarly the insol.
vency of a debtor may be established in the presence of one creditor
[in other words, one creditor may represent the rest]. Jurists
have said that the evidence of insolvency may be taken in the ab-
sence of theplaintiff (.J;) . The same rule applies to the
objections [to the marriage of a minor] on the part of guardians
standing in a position of equality ( ) So also
with regard to a guarantee of safety ( °YI) granted by one
Moslem and the right of retaliation and in seeking the removal
of public injuries (r U t from the path of Moslems in
general... . Be it noted that one heir can represent all the heirs
in the demand for a debt but not for the corpus so long as the
property is not in his hands......Some of the beneficiaries
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can sue on behalf of all when the wakl is in favour of a body
( ieL i.ij I'D ) and the wdki/ of it is one; in that case
one person or his deputy (wakIl) can sue on behalf of all, provided
the existence of the walc/ is established but not otherwise."(l)

On this the comment of the Radd-u1-Mvhtdr is as follows
Similarly, that is similar to the right of some of the beneficiaries,

to represent all) some of the nazzdr (muwa!iis) of the
wakf may sue as plaintiffs on behalf of all as is stated in the 11t1i
chapter of the Td1dr-Klidnièh.(2)

"A person makes a wakf in favour of his kindred and another
person claims to be one of them, if the wdk/ is alive at the time
he will become the claimant's opponent ( )(3) otherwise
the M'ut-walli. Even though there may be several Mutwalls a

suit against one is permissible; it is not a condition that they should
all be joined (	 L - -I J} Y ). Neither the heir of a deceased
person nor one beneficiary can be made a defendant."

And one heir may represent all the others regarding the reali-
sation of the assets of the deceased......and the insolvency of a
debtor established in the presence of one creditor will bind the
others. . . Similarly the consent of one guardian of the same degree
will bind the other guardians."

In the same way the grant of an ámdn (guarantee of safety)
by one Moslem to a harbi (alien)(4) will bind all Moslems, as is

stated in the Siyar [kabir]."

"So the grant of a pardon [or the waiver of the right of
retaliation by one wall of the murdered person] will destroy the

right as if all the walls had granted the pardon. Whether a pardon
granted by adult walls will bind minor wals there is a difference,
The rule is that as the right of pardon cannot be divided pardon by
one is tantathoDnt to pardon by all unless the adult is a stranger

( 1i.J^JI J' 'J ) to th2 minor. For example if the person
killed left a minor son and a widow who is not the mother of
the son."

(1)
1L1 .i3JtJt (< j	 Durr-1i1-Mukhtdr, p. 420.

(2) A well-known work on law compiled in the 13th century in India in the
reign of Feroze Shah, called after its author, Tâtr Khan.

(3) That is, he should be made the defendant to the actions.
(4) See ante, p. 276
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"So also one person may sue on behalf of others [lit, other
Moslems] to remove general injuries from. the path of the public
[lit. Mussulmans] (in other words, sue to abate nuisances). For
exanple, a person makes a new cess-pool or drain, any member of
the public affected thereby may represent the others in an action
for its abatement."(l)

The mere fact that the defendant to an action by a beneficiary
or a mutwalli disputes either the fact urn or the validity of the wakf

will not alter or affect the right of the plaintiff to maintain the
action without joining the other beneficiaries or mutwallis as the
case may be. It is only where the, action is brought for the
establishment of the wa/cf that the Mussulman Law apparently
contemplates a different course, viz., the necessity of representation
on the part of the other persons alleged to be interested in the wak/

and that condition is complied with when the suit is brought with
the leave of the Kâzi.(2)

Unless, therefore, an endowment has been dealt with under
Reg. XIX of 1810 and Act XX of 1863, and has come into the
possession of trustees under this later Act, no leave is necessary.
as a condition precedent to the maintenance of an action by
a person entitled to the benefit of a wa/cf.

Section 92 of Act V of 1908 (the Code of Civil Procedure)
which has taken the place of s. 539, Act XIV of 1882, provides as
follows :-

"In the case of any alleged breach of any express or construc-
tive trust created for public purposes of a charitable or religious
nature, or where the direction of the Court is deemed necessary for
Ole administration of any uch trust, the Advocate-General, or
two or more persons having an interest in the trust and having'
obtained the consent in writing of the Advocate-General, may
institute a suit, whether contentious or not, in the principal Civil
Court oi Original Jurisdiction or in any other Court empowered
in that behalf by the Local Government within the local limits.

of whose jurisdiction the whole o4any part of the subject-matter
of the trust is situate to obtain a decree—

(a) removing any trustee;

(b) appointing a new trustee;

(1) Radd-ul-Muh gdr, Vol. 111, pp. 67-8.	 (2) See pod, p.562.
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(c) vesting any property in trustees;
(d) directing accounts and inquiries;
(e) declaring what proportion of the trust-property or of

the interest therein shall be allocated to any parti.
cular objects of the trust;

(I) authorizing the whole or any part of the trust-property
to be let, sold, mortgaged or exchanged;

(g) settling a scheme; or
(h) granting such further or other relief as the nature of

the case may require.

(2) Save as provided by the Religious Endowments Act, 1863,
no suit claiming any of the relief specified in sub-section (1) shall
be instituted, in respect of any such trust as is therein referred to
except in conformity with the provisions of that sub-section."

It will thus be seen that to make the provisions of section 92
applicable to a wak/, it must appear that the trust is for a public
charitable or religious purpose—in other words, that it is vested
in the public, or that the beneficiaries are selected from the
general body of the public.

The section presupposes the existence of a public trust and a suit for the
administration, either partially or completely, of that trust. It enables the persons
mentioned therein to sue trustees to enforce the better administration of the
trust. Where, however, it is said that the section presupposes a trust this does
not mean that the defendant must admit the trust before the section can apAy,
but that the suit must proceed upon the allegation of the existence of a trust
which may or may not be admitted by the defendant.."

"Private trusts concern only individuals or families for private convenience
or support. By public trn&ts may be understood such as are constituted for the
benefit either of the public at large, or of some coiderable portion of it answer.
ing a particular description. In private trusts the ent'iicial interest is vested
absolutely in one, or more individuals, who 4re, or within a certain time may be,
definitely asecrtained, and to vl jm therefore collectively, unless under some legal
disability, it is, or within the allowc(. time will be, competent to control, modify or
determine the trust. A public or charitable trust on the other hand, has for its
objects the members of an uncertain and fluctuating body, cod the trust itself is
of a permanent character. The trust may be charitable, such as for the relief of
the poor, or the advancement of learning, religion or objects of general public
utilit y , or religions, though all religious uses are charitable uses.''(l)

A Mussulman mosque (unless it is a rnc.3jid-i-jdni'aa), a private What are

Imâmbara, wak/s created for the disbursement of private charity
(such as appeared to be in the case of L'utfunnissa Bibi v. Nazi- under the

Mahom-
inedan

(1) Woodroffe a:d Anicer Ji's Civil Procedure Code, pp. 3f6-7.	 Law.
AA, ML	 36
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run Bibi,(i) or for the benefit of a more or less restricted body of
people, is not regarded by the Mahommedan lawyers to be vested

in the public. The Mussulman Law makes a broad distinction
between wa/c/s which are public in their nature and those which
are private. The wa/c/s in which the public have an interest and
which may, perhaps, come within the scope of section 92 are the
mdsali/i-i-'admnvj, e.g., public or idnr'aa-masjids, bridges over which
the entire body of the public have a right of way, caravanserais,

where anybody and everybody can alight; public hospitals,
public cemeteries; public libraries ; public Madrassahs and public
Itnânibaras, like the Imâmbara of Hâji Mohammed Mohsin at
Hooghly.

With reference to such wa/c/s as are private or only quasi-public
the provisions of section 92 are in no way applicable. And if
they were not taken charge of under Reg. XIX of 1810, and were
not transferred to trustees under Act XX of 1863, the provisions
of this latter Act would not apply.

In respect of such wak/s, therefore, it is submitted the right
to bring a suit would be regulated by the general provisions of
the Mahomxnedan Law.

Who may	 It has already been remarked that where the nature of the
SUC to	 wa/cf is undisputed, or where the fact of the property being trust-trer	

property is admitted, and there are several trustees, one or more of
property. them can bring a suit in respect of the trust-estate without joining

the others. If there is no trustee or none willing to act, any one
of the beneficiaries or some of them can sue on behalf of the others
without leave of the Kâzj. If there is any dispute regarding the
wakf, some of the trustees, and in their absence, some of the bene-
ficiaries can sue on behalf of the others with the permission of the
Kâzi. A right to sue for recovery of property alleged to be 

wa/cf
belongs not to the heirs or descendants of the settlor but to the
7nUt wall is jointly.(2) But a person who has been convicted of
having misappropriated wa/cf property cannot obtain the assistance
of the Court to recover the property to enable him to 'exercise
the functions of a mutwallj.(3)

(1) Supra.
(2) [18791 Phate Saheb Bbi v. .Damodar Premji, I. L., 3 Born., 84.(3)

Aga Mahommed Kumul Tehranee v. Aga Abbaa Tehranee, S. D. A., 1859,p. 28$.
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The beneficiaries of a wakf or some of them are entitled to

maintain a suit to restrain the mutwalli from wasting the trust-

estate or misapplying it.(1)
Regarding the procedure to be observed when there are Bechu

several mutwallis and some of them are unwilling to join the others in LaU v.

bringing a suit to recover the alleged trust-property, the ruling Ohullah.

in the case of Bechu LaU v. Oliulahi,2) is in point. In that case it

was held that where there are several mutwallis, all of them, if
possible, should be made plaintiffs; but if any of them refused,

.then they should be made defendants.
It would seem, however, from the following principles that

the ruling in this case falls short of the Mahommedan Law

"If the wdki/ do not appoint a mutwalli until death comes
on him and then give directions to some person (as to how he is
to act after his death), such person will become the wasi of
his estate - and effects, and will be the mutwalli of his wak/.
llullâl has stated that the executor of a person who has made a
.wak/ will be'associated with the rnutwa.11i in the work of the trust
, in the same way] as if he also was appointed a mutwalli therefor,
as is stated in the MuMt. And if a person makes one person the
mutwaUi of his wak/ and then appoints an executor, the latter
will become a partner of the mutwalli in the governance of the
wakf."(S)

"If there are two mutwailis of a wak/ appointed by the Kâzis
of two different cities, according to the Shaikh Imâm Midi, each
of them will be entitled to administer the properties within the
jurisdiction of the Kâzi appointing him."

9C the wdkif entrusts the governance of the wakf to two
persons, or to a mutwalli and a wasI, neither of them would be
entitled singly to sell the proceeds of the wak/, though, according
to Abft HanIfa, each might act with the sanction of the other when
the person acting would be regrded as the mandatory of the other;
so it is stated in the Hdwi.''(4)	 -

"If two wdki/s join in making one dedication and jointly
appoint two mutwallis, both these mutwallis would be like one. If

(1) Abdur Rahman y. Far Mahommed [18811, I. L., 3 All., 636.
(2) [1885] L L., 11 Cal,, 338.
(3) Fatwai Alamgiri, Vol. II, pp. 505, 509.
(4) Ibid, Vol. II, p. 506.
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they are separately appointed by two different Kâzis of two dif-
ferent places, they may each act as far as the property within
their respective jurisdictions is concerned according to Imâm
Midi. "(l)

Some of the beneficiaries can sue on behalf of the otherQ.
So also some of the mutwallis can stand(2) as litigants on behalf of
the entire body; this is like the position of a 

wasI-bj'n . fl/kdh (a
guardian for marriage) ; all these guardians, if more than one and
belonging to the same class, stand on the same footing, and, there-
fore, if one of them is authorised by the others to consent on behalf
f all, no outsider can raise any objection."

Where there is a mutwalli, a cestui qua trust cannot lay a claim
without leave of the Kâzi for the recovery of any property which

has been wasted or usurped [by an outsider], for that right per-
tains to the mutwalli, but a beneficiary can sue the niutualli if Jis a ghdsih (misappropriator), and may establish his title to a share
in the profits of the wctL-/.''

Some of the persons interested may sue on behalf of the entire
body, when the property is admittedly ?ca,/, without leave of the
Kâzi.

In the Bdzazia it is stated from the Durrar wa ll Ghurrar
that when a property is dedicated for the poor or for any purpose
among the purposes acceptable to the Almighty God, and it hass,
been wrongly taken hold of by an usurper, the mutwalli has ordi-
narily the right to sue for its recovery. And if the glidsib has made
any erections or planted any tr ps, and they can be removed without
any damage to the wak/ premises, he will be allowed to do so. not
otherwise. In the latter case, if his possession commenced 

bond
flc, he would only get ordinary Compensation(3)

When the mutwalli is himself the ghdsib, or has, in breach of
his trust, conveyed the property to another, the beneficiaries are
entitled to sue the niutwalli or to sue him jointly with his assignee
to recover the property.

But even where the character of the wak/ is in dispute, a person
who alleges to be beneficially iierested jointly with others in the

(1) Faidwai Kdzi Khdn, Vol. IV, pp. 304-306.
(2) ThA word used here is	 which is intransitive and means, can stand?

or Ca,, be Constituted.
(3) Surrat-ul.Fat&w, P. 437.
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wak/, is entitled to sue for its recovery, if it is misappropriated,
with the leave of the Kflzi,• without any difference of opinion. If
he sues without such leave, and the wak/ is in favour of a limited
number of individuals, there are two opinions regarding the ques-
tion. But the more correct view is that he cannot sue for the pos-
session of the property, because he is only entitled to an interest
with other specific individuals in its income. For example, if the
wak/ is for the Sons of A, or for Zaid, Bakr, 'Amr and Hafsa, one of
them cannot sue singly to recover an usurped property without
leave of the Kflzi. The reason on which this rule seems to be
founded is obvious. The other beneficiaries not caring to have
the property or to launch into a speculative suit, the Kflzi will
have to see whether there are primd facie grounds for the insti-
tution of the suit. But a person who is the sole beneficiary may
sue without such leave. Where, however, the wak/ is in favour of,
or alleged to be in favour of, a body of people, varying in number,
some of them may sue without leave of the Kdzi, for the right to the
benefit of the wak/ is not vested specifically in each beneficiary, but
they are all collectively and separately entitled to its benefit as a
whole. For example in the case of a mosque any person who is in
the habit of praying there is entitled to its full use ; his right
to its user is wholly independent of the right of other Moslems
nor is there any limit to the number of people who may offer their
prayers therein. Consequently, any one of the devotees may sue

without leave of the Kdzi.
These distinctions were overlooked in the Calcutta cases.

When there are several people entitled to the benefit of a wa/cf
some of them may sue the others for embezzlement.

"The position of a mutwalli and an executor is alike. The
dealing of one of two wass, like the acts of one of two mutwallis, is
void, for the two nwtwallis and the two executors are alike in
certain matters. This is the saying of the Ashbáh and Kinia. The
result is, that if one of two executors, or if one of two muiwallis
were to give a lease of the wa/cf land, it would not be valid without
the assent of the other, though both may have been appointed
'separately. Some jurists have no doubt held that they can act
separately. And Abui Lais has held that this is the approved
doctrine, and we ought to adopt it. But the first doctrine is men-
tioned in the Mabs2t as the correct one, and it has been accepted
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in the Durrar, and Kahastâni has stated that it is the right view.'7
The author of the Radd-ul-Muhtdr then proceeds to say, "my
view is, that this is so when the two mutwallis or the two execu-
tors have been appointed by the same wdlci/ or testator or by one
Kâzi. Accordingly, the act of one will be valid when ratified by
the other, and no renewal of the obligation will be necessary as is
mentioned in the Manah. So is the position of an executor asso-
ciated with a mutwalli. And it is mentioned in the 11dm idia from
the Isrn'ailia., that if a wasi, without the knowledge of the met walli,.
deals with the estate and some of it is lost, he would be liable lot
damages.' '(1)

But the acts of one of two executors or of one of two nrut-
?vallis are valid in respect of the buying of shrouds for the testa-
tor or wdki/ and his funeral, and in demanding and litigating for
the debts due to his estate and for his rights. The doctrine of the
lawfulness of one mutwalli or of one executor demanding by
himself the dues to the estate of the deceased or bringing a suit
therefor is founded upon reasons of necessity. [For example,
the other executor may refuse to act, and owing to his conduct the
wak/ property may be about to be wasted or the other mutwalli
may be absent.] So it is mentioned in the Nikdya, and its com-
mentator KahastIini implies the same. The right to litigate is sup-
ported by the ZakhIra. But Abfl Yusuf has held that either mut-
walli can act by himself, unless the wdki/ has expressly provided
that they must act together. (2) If one mutwalli refuses to act he-
must be taken to have renounced the trust. And the other met-
walli can act for the protection of the estate until the Kâzi has
appointed another or authorised him to act as the sole mvt-
walli.''(3)

The permission for one mutualli alone to bring a suit without
joining the others is founded on the reason that they cannot act
jointly in preferring their claim, and even should they join, only
one can be allowed to plead. This is in the Durrar.' '(4)

When a person has appointed two executors, and one of
them dies appointing the other as his executor, the surviving

(1) Radd-ul-Muhldr, Vol. II!, p. 689.
i2) Ibid. Vol. III, p. 690.
(3) Fadwa; .Kd:i Khdn, Chapter on Wills, p. 434.
(4) Radd-izl. M&tdr, Vol. III, p. 600.
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executor can act for the original testator as the sole exe-
cutor.' '(1)

"If one man appoints two executors, according to Abu
HanIfa and Mohammed, neither of them can act singly in dealing
with the properties of the testator, and the acts and dealings of
one of them are not valid without the permission of the otner,
except in certain matters, viz., the funeral of the deceased, tht
payment of his debts and legacies, the emancipation of his slaves,
the restoration of deposits and usurped proptties. But they
cannot act singly in taking possession of properties and debts res-
tored to, or paid to his estate, though any one of them may
sue singly to recover his rights due from other people." (2)

"Any one of the trustees may act singly in the following mat-
ters, viz., the buying of shrouds, burying the testator, supplying
the food and raiment of his infant children, returning the deposits
with the testator, paying off his debts and legacies, emancipating
his slaves, and litigating for his rights." If there are co-trustees
of lands, any one of them may receive the rents : though all must
join in a conveyance.(3)

Where a person creates a wak/ and ajpoints two mutwalli.s
with powers to nominate their successors "acting conjointly and
in unanimity with each other," and one of the matwallis happens.
to die, if the wdkif is not alive, the proper course for the surviving
mutwalli, according to all the authorities, would be to apply to the
Kâzi (in other words the principal court of civil jurisdiction) to
associate another trustee with him for the purpose of nominating
a successor . to the original mutwaUi.

(1) .Fatdwai Kdzi EFidn, Vol. IV, p. 441.
(2) Ibid, p. 440.
(3) F&dwa'a Sirajia; Cl. Jarman on Wills, II, p. 432.


